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Despite the increasing availability of online information from retailers and manufacturers, home shows have 

a unique role to play with consumers who want to balance beautiful design and the bottom line, says Tina 

Holmes, manager of the Toronto Fall Home Show.

“More than ever, homeowners want to get good return from their purchases,” says Holmes. “But to do that, 

they need comprehensive, hands-on exposure to everything that’s out there today. The Fall Home Show 

provides one-stop shopping for information, advice and inspiration, and all that helps people make good 

buying decisions.”

Hosts of HGTV’s Home Heist hosts and Toronto Star columnists Colin McAllister and Justin Ryan, who will 

appear at the show, concur with Holmes. 

“The economic climate is very different from what it was when we arrived in Canada a few years back,” 

says Colin. “Now people are really focused on value and getting the maximum bang for their buck.”

“It’s not just about the price point, because you can get a million dollar look without spending a bomb,” 

agrees Justin, adding that one of the most affordable decor investments is paint. The duo will be using 

before and after images of their best makeover projects to point out how the judicious use of colour can 

transform a space.

“We’ve seen a radical change in attitude to colour in the last six months to a year,” says Justin. “Since we 

feel as though we were charged with bringing colour to Canada, it’s wonderful. You don’t have to be scared 

of colour. But you do need to know a few tips and tricks, which we’ll be sharing with the audience.”

Colin and Justin will also share their trademark energy. “We do like to split the designer atom and make a 

lot of noise,” says Colin. “But it’s because we’re so excited by audience participation at our presentations, 

which we think of as master classes or designer clinics.”

Using paint to create a dramatic look will also be the focus of a seminar by Karl Lohnes, decor expert for 

Canada AM. He agrees that darker, more saturated colours will been seen more and more. “I think people 

are hungry for something different, and colour can give them that,” says Lohnes. “Still, most people still 

Page 1 of 2

02/10/2010http://www.yourhome.ca/homes/articlePrint/864860



gravitate towards a neutral; but they don’t want something wimpy.” Because many homeowners are still 

unsure about taking the plunge into colour, Lohnes will offer advice on how to use new, darker neutrals and 

which shades work well for accessories with them.

While value is important, the environmental cost of home decor products is also becoming top of mind. Eco-

chic options will be on display when celebrity designer Candice Olson gives a presentation on the benefits of 

cork flooring, while the trend toward reclaimed decor will be reflected in an exhibit created by Melissa Davis 

of HGTV’s Your Designer Friend, who is furnishing a home exclusively with pieces from Habitat for Humanity 

Toronto’s ReStores.

Those seeking design and decor advice will be able to find lots of help. What’s Your Design Dilemma? is a 

service jointly sponsored by Reno & Decor magazine and the Association of Registered Interior Designers of 

Ontario (ARIDO), through which professional interior designer will offer one-on-one consultations.

Renovator Michael Upshall of Probuilt will guide visitors through the potential pitfalls of the renovation 

process, including how to hire a professional and how to read and understand contracts and other 

documents, such as budgets and timelines.

Tool-challenged females would do well to check out presentations by Lori Mitchell, president of Tomboy 

Tools, which sells hand and power tools designed for women. Mitchell will host Tool School 101, sharing tips 

on how to put together a tool box, safety tips and proper tool use. Other presenters include Leigh-Ann 

Allaire Perrault, Mary Dobson, Robin Siegerman, Wendy Russell, and Glen Peloso.

Visitors to the show will also have the opportunity to shop for distinctive home decor while raising funds for 

the Toronto People With AIDS Foundation ( www.pwatoronto.org), a non-profit organization that has been 

providing support to people living with HIV/AIDS since 1987. 

The Home & Style Studio ( www.studiotouronline.com) is a dedicated area within the show that will house 

special exhibits — including a deluxe laundry room, appearances by such design experts as Sharon Grech 

and a special sale of furniture exclusively provided by Decorium. • The Fall Home Show runs from 

Thursday, Sept. 30 to Sunday, Oct. 3 at the Better Living Centre at Exhibition Place in Toronto. Tickets are 

$13 for adults, $11 for seniors and youths between 13 and 17, while children 12 and under get in free. A 

discount of $3 applies to tickets purchased online. For more information, go to www.fallhomeshow.com.

• TORONTO STAR DAY, FRIDAY, OCT. 1: Star columnists will answer your questions and sign 

autographs in the Toronto Star booth #1206: Gardening expert Mark Cullen from noon to 1 p.m.; Trash 

Talk’s Ellen Moorhouse 3-3 p.m.; Vicky Sanderson, author of Hot Home Products from 4-5 p.m. and Colin 

and Justin at 6 p.m. Colin and Justin will also appear on the main stage at 7 p.m. 
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