
August 10, 2015                                                                                                            Page 1 of 11 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 



August 10, 2015                                                                                                            Page 2 of 11 

 

Atlanta 

 

The capital of the State of Georgia, Atlanta boasts an estimated population of over 5 million people.  

Established in 1837 at the intersection of two railroad lines, the city rose from the ashes of the Civil War to 

become the cultural and economic center of Georgia   During the Civil Rights Movement, the city earned a 

reputation as "too busy to hate" for the progressive views of its citizens and leaders. Atlanta attained national 

and international prominence.  

A popular destination for conventions and business meetings, Atlanta offers a huge convention center, hundreds 

of modern hotels, and cuisine from every corner of the world.  Atlanta has a notable number of historical sites 

and museums, including the Martin Luther King, Jr. National Historic Site, the Carter Center and Presidential 

Library, the National Center for Civil and Human Rights, and the Margaret Mitchell House and Museum 

(author of Gone with the Wind).  Other notable sites include Centennial Park, the CNN Center, the Georgia 

Aquarium (the world's largest indoor aquarium), the World of Coca-Cola, and the College Football Hall of 

Fame.  Atlanta was the host of the 1996 Olympics. 

Atlanta is marked by rolling hills and has dense tree coverage.  The best time of year to visit this fair city is the 

fall.  The weather is glorious! The highs are in the mid 60's to 70's and hardly any rain. October is the best 

month of all!  

Atlanta is the primary transportation hub of the Southeastern United States via highway, railroad, and air.  The 

Hartsfield–Jackson Atlanta International Airport is the world’s busiest.  Vergers from throughout the world 

should be able to fly non-stop to Atlanta.  Once at the airport, the vergers can easily take our heavy rail 

MARTA to within walking distance to their hotel. 

Atlanta is near the epicenter of the verger population of the United States as shown on the VGEC map from its 

website below:  

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Martin_Luther_King,_Jr._National_Historic_Site
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Carter_Center
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/National_Center_for_Civil_and_Human_Rights
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Margaret_Mitchell_House_and_Museum
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gone_with_the_Wind
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Georgia_Aquarium
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Georgia_Aquarium
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/World_of_Coca-Cola
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/College_Football_Hall_of_Fame
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/College_Football_Hall_of_Fame
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hartsfield%E2%80%93Jackson_Atlanta_International_Airport
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Diocese of Atlanta 

The Episcopal Church in Middle and North Georgia 

 

The Diocese of Atlanta covers the cities, towns and communities in Middle and North Georgia, including metro 

Atlanta reaching from south of Macon to the Alabama line and north and east to the borders of Tennessee and 

South Carolina. The Diocese was created in 1907, carved from the Diocese of Georgia.  

There are 56,000 members in nearly 25,000 households and 110 welcoming and worshiping communities in this 

diocese. The Diocese is the ninth largest of 110 dioceses in The Episcopal Church. 

Our diocesan bishop is the Right Rev. Robert C. Wright, the Tenth Bishop of Atlanta.   He was ordained and 

consecrated in 2012. The Right Rev. Keith B. Whitmore has served as assistant bishop since 2008, and the 

Right Rev. Don A. Wimberly is an assisting bishop.  

 

Mark Emory Graham Chapter 

 

www.vergeratlanta.org 

https://www.episcopalatlanta.org/Diocese/Bishops/Bishop-Rob-Wright/
https://www.episcopalatlanta.org/Diocese/Bishops/Assistant-Bishop/
https://www.episcopalatlanta.org/Diocese/Bishops/Assisting-Bishop-Wimberly/
http://www.vergeratlanta.org/
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Summer 2015 MEG Meeting 

In 1992 the Eighth Bishop of Atlanta, Frank K. Allan called the vergers of Atlanta together to form a Chapter of 

Vergers affiliated with the VGEC, which became the second local chapter of the national guild. 

The Chapter was formally established in 1996 as the "Mark Emory Graham Chapter."  Graham, a verger at All 

Saints' Episcopal Church in midtown Atlanta, was a founding member of the VGEC and served as its Treasurer 

until his untimely death.  He was instrumental in promoting vergers in the diocese and founding the local 

chapter.  Graham was the principal author of the first Verger Training Manual offered by VGEC. 

On May 27, 2004 the Ninth Bishop of Atlanta, J. Neil Alexander, designated the Mark Emory Graham Chapter 

as an auxiliary of the Diocese of Atlanta, “serving its people in the ancient and honorary function of verger in 

its liturgies, worship, and ceremonial occasions, and thereby entitled to all rights, privileges, and responsibilities 

thereunto appertaining.” 

There are over 235 active vergers serving in 56 parishes in the Diocese of Atlanta.  The MEG Chapter is one 

of the largest in the VGEC; approximately 70 of our vergers are paid VGEC members.  We believe we are 

among the most active chapters, providing resources and support to the parishes in middle and north Georgia. 

Our bylaws include a Mission Statement: "The mission of the Chapter is to promote and support vergers in their 

ministries throughout the parishes in the Episcopal Diocese of Atlanta.  The Chapter will create an atmosphere 

of fellowship to provide opportunities to welcome and assist any verger within the Diocese.  The Chapter will 

be a resource for the exchange of information vital to vergers in performing their duties as well as training when 

requested.  The Chapter will also maintain a close and enduring connection with the National Vergers' Guild of 

the Episcopal Church." 

http://allsaintsatlanta.org/
http://allsaintsatlanta.org/
http://www.vergers.org/training
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The MEG Chapter conducts two Diocesan wide meetings annually.  The business meeting is conducted at our 

Summer Assembly Meeting in June.  We have a midterm Winter Assembly Meeting in January.  One of our 

Bishops attends every Assembly meeting.  The meetings are hosted by local parishes and are rotated among the 

vast geography of middle and north Georgia so that every verger in the Diocese has an opportunity to attend a 

meeting reasonably close to their home.  The Board of Directors establishes a theme for each meeting and seeks 

speakers to further this theme. 

The vergers of the MEC Chapter are active participants in the life of the Diocese.  At the Annual Diocesan 

Council, vergers serve as tellers during the business meeting, lead the worship service and perform other duties 

as directed by the Bishop and staff.  Vergers also serve as hosts for several Diocesan meetings whenever called 

upon by the Office of the Bishop.  Recently we served the Hearts to Serve Outreach Conference and served as 

vergers and ushers at the Annual Holy Week Renewal of Ordination Vows lead by Bishop Wright.  The MEG 

Chapter teams with the Diocesan Liturgical Commission to host the Bi-Annual Acolyte Festival. 

A major activity of our Chapter is helping individual parishes to establish active and capable teams of vergers, 

devoted to assisting the clergy by relieving them of tasks which interfere with their pastoral role.  The Training 

Chair coordinates with other vergers to provide effective training when requested by a parish.  All vergers in 

middle and north Georgia are encouraged to become Chapter Members and actively participate in all functions 

of the chapter.  

The Mark Emory Graham Chapter is well equipped to host the 29
th

 Annual Conference.  We have been 

conducting meetings similar to the VGEC conference (albeit on a much smaller scale) twice a year for two 

decades.  We have the trust and support of our bishops and clergy to conduct a successful conference. 

 

Host Committee Organization 

         

         Chuck Dale                Lorie Tola                Phillip Knight 

              Chair                           Co-Vice Chair                Co-Vice Chair 

 

The MEC Chapter has the personnel resources to manage and conduct the 29
th

 Annual Conference.  We have an 

assemblage of over 235 vergers from our Diocese that we can call upon to utilize their knowledge and skills.  
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This team of vergers is to be led by the Chair of the Host Committee, appointed by the MEG Chair, with the 

consent of the Board.  The board confirmed Chuck Dale, an enthusiastic and energetic individual, who is 

currently serving as the Communications Chair of the Chapter.  (chdale@mindspring.com 404-621-4130). 

 

We designated the Chair of the MEG Board to be the Vice Chair of the Host Committee.  The leadership of the 

MEG Chapter will change in the summer of 2016.  In order to maintain continuity, we chose both the current 

Chair, Lorie Tola (lorie.tola@gmail.com 404-312-9345), and Vice Chair, Phillip Knight 

(phillipknight@comcast.net 404-787-7720) to be Co-Vice Chairs of the Host Committee. 

 

Subcommittee Chairs will be appointed to manage important functions of the conference.  As of this writing, 

the following Subcommittees (some could be combined) are envisioned: 

 
Worship     Transportation 

             Publicity     Packets/Registration 

Meals      Exhibit Hall 

Accommodations    Programs 

Speakers/Lectures    Gift Bag 

Real-time Communications 

 

Timing 

The VGEC web site specifies the Annual Conference is “normally held Thursday through Sunday in late 

September to mid-October.”  The 29
th

 Annual Conference in Atlanta will start on a Thursday and conclude on a 

Sunday to continue this tradition.  We have selected a bandwidth between September 14 and October 15, 2017.   

 

The MEG Chapter Host Committee has invited Presiding Bishop-Elect The Right Reverend Michael Curry to 

address our gathering at a Eucharist scheduled at the Center for Civil and Human Rights.   The feedback from 

the Bishop’s Canon to the Ordinary is positive.  It is recommended that we delay setting a date for the 

Conference until the Presiding Bishop-Elect accepts our invitation and advises the date of his availability.  The 

entire 29
th

 Annual Conference schedule will be built around his schedule.  We anticipate announcing the dates 

of the Atlanta Conference by October 1, 2015. 

 

We are confident that our other principal preachers, speakers, presenters, and bishops will be available with a 

two year notice.  If not, we will have sufficient time to identify and select others of high quality and 

prominence. The availability of our principal worship venues (The Cathedral, St. Paul’s and the Civil Rights 

Museum) is assured as well. 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:chdale@mindspring.com
mailto:lorie.tola@gmail.com
mailto:phillipknight@comcast.net
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Major Worship Events 

 
Thursday  

Choral Evensong (full choir)   Cathedral of St. Philip 

Preacher – Bishop Whitmore 

Friday  

  Holy Eucharist    Civil Rights Museum 

  Preacher – Presiding Bishop Michael Curry 

Saturday 

  Holy Eucharist (full choir)   St. Paul’s – Atlanta 

  Preacher – The Hon. Rev. Andrew Young 

Sunday 

  Festival Holy Eucharist   Cathedral of St. Philip 

  Celebrant – Dean Candler   Preacher – Bishop Wright 

 

Worship Venues 

Cathedral of St. Philip – Choral Evensong (Thursday) and Festive Eucharist (Sunday) 
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St. Philip's is an Episcopal cathedral located on Peachtree Road in Buckhead (Atlanta) at what is popularly 

called "Jesus Junction." St. Philip's has become the second largest Episcopal congregation in the United States, 

with a membership of approximately 7,000. St. Philip's is named in honor of St. Philip the Evangelist, a deacon 

in the early Christian Church. The Cathedral of St. Philip is the seat of The Episcopal Diocese of Atlanta. 

 

In 1933, St. Philip's relocated to its present site at 2744 Peachtree Road NW. A gray wooden structure known as 

the Pro-Cathedral was erected and served the congregation as its house of worship while construction was 

begun on the cathedral. In 1962, the Cathedral was completed and dedicated. In 2004, St. Philip's engaged in a 

renovation of all existing structures and the addition of a large new wing and a glass atrium adjacent to the 

Narthex. 

 

 

St. Paul’s Episcopal Church – Eucharist (Saturday) 

 

 
 

 

St. Paul’s Episcopal Church is the oldest black Episcopal Church in the state of Georgia. In 1880, fifteen years 

after the Civil War, a small group organized a Sunday School in Atlanta. They later petitioned the Episcopal 

Diocese of Georgia for status as a Mission. The petition was granted and the Mission became St. Paul’s. They 

are located on Peyton Road in a facility dedicated in 1969.  In 2002 the Rev. Robert Wright became the rector.  

After his arrival, the church experienced phenomenal growth. Through outstanding preaching and teaching 

along with multi genre music, the church gained an international reputation. Ten years later Father Wright was 

elected the Tenth Bishop of Atlanta.  

 

The St. Paul’s Choir of 90 voices is the largest volunteer choir in the Episcopal Church nationwide. They also 

perform upon invitation around Atlanta and the Southeast, as well as venues out of the state and overseas. They 

performed a Choral Eucharist upon invitation from the Cathedral of St. John the Divine in New York City. The 

Choir is directed by Trey Clegg, Director of Music and Organist. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Episcopal_Church_in_the_United_States_of_America
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cathedral
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Buckhead_(Atlanta)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jesus_Junction
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Philip_the_Evangelist
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Episcopal_Diocese_of_Atlanta
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Center for Civil and Human Rights – Eucharist (Friday) 

 

 
 

 

The Center for Civil and Human Rights is an engaging cultural attraction that connects the American Civil 

Rights Movement to today’s Global Human Rights Movements. Its purpose is to create a safe space for visitors 

to explore the fundamental rights of all human beings so that they leave inspired and empowered to join the 

ongoing dialogue about human rights in their communities.  

 

Atlanta played a unique leadership role in the modern American Civil Rights Movement. By harnessing 

Atlanta’s legacy and galvanizing the corporate, faith-based, public-sector and university communities, The 

Center serves as the ideal place to reflect on the past, transform the present and inspire the future. 

 

 

Conference Provided Meals 

 
Thursday 

After Evensong, a catered meal in Child Hall at the Cathedral 

Friday  
Lunch at the Civil Rights Museum by Wolfgang Puck 

Saturday 

  Lunch at St. Paul’s 

VGEC Reception and Banquet at host hotel or nearby restaurant 

Theme – Modern southern fare and dress 

Sunday 

  Breakfast pastries prior to Eucharist 
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Sessions/Workshops/Meetings 

 
Verger 101 
 Exploring the Verger Ministry for the New Verger 

Verger 307 

 Advanced Discussion Topics for Veteran Vergers 

Advanced Session I 

Lecture:  Ninth Bishop of Atlanta, Neil Alexander, on his recent book Celebrating Liturgical Time. 

Advanced Session II 

Discussion:  Verger Views on the revision of the 1979 Book of Common Prayer and The Hymnal 1982 

sending our conclusions onto the Standing Commission on Liturgy and Music 

Advanced Session III 

Lecture:  We Episcopalians are a Sacramental community of Christians, that vergers are a ministry 

called to lead Christians.  We are to lead them to a particular place, at a particular time. 

Advanced Session IV 

 Panel Discussion:  How to start and maintain a Diocesan Chapter of VGEC 

Advanced Session V 

Presentation: Use of Social Media to Promote Communications and Inclusiveness 

 

VGEC Required Meetings 

The Annual Business Meeting, Board Meetings, Committee Meetings, and other designated meetings will be 

scheduled in dialog between the VGEC officers and MEG Host Committee.  All events will be folded into the 

Meeting Agenda to provide a seamless transition for the attendees. 

 

Special Excursions or Tours 

Since the host hotel will be within walking distance of a whole host of venues of interest, no organized special 

excursions or tours are anticipated at this time.  We believe the verger attendees will enjoy exploring the Atlanta 

area on their own by taking advantage of a few or several points of interest.  However, if there is a groundswell 

of interest for one or more venues, the Host Committee can arrange tours on short notice. 

 

 

 

Accommodations, Meeting Rooms and Exhibit Hall 
 

A downtown Atlanta hotel will be selected from the dozens available.  The selections will be based upon hotel 

rates, a sufficient number meeting rooms for the various verger sessions and meetings, room to house the 

exhibit hall and registration area.  The Saturday night banquet will, most likely, be at this venue.  The host hotel 

selection process should be narrowed to two or three hotels by October 1, 2015. 

 

Our guests will be able take MARTA from the airport to the hotel for $2.50.  The host hotel will be in close 

proximity to Centennial Park, the CNN Center, the World of Coca Cola, the Aquarium, the College Football 

Hall of Fame and the Center for Civil and Human Rights.  The host hotel will be near dozens of restaurants and 

several venues for night life to entertain vergers during their down time. 
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The host hotel will be a short walk from the Atlanta Streetcar which, for only $1.00, can take vergers to the 

Martin Luther King, Jr. National Historic Site, Georgia State University or simply take a tour of downtown 

Atlanta. 

. 

 

Transportation 
 

Transportation will be provided by chartered buses to those events not within walking distance of the host hotel.  

At this time buses will be required to reach the Cathedral of St. Philip and St. Paul’s.  The Center for Civil and 

Human Rights will be a short walk from the host hotel; however, a shuttle service will be provided for those 

unable to navigate the short walk. 

 

 

Budget and Business 
 

The MEG Chapter Host Committee budget will be based on the registration fee set by the VGEC at $200.00.  

This fee will cover the expense of the host hotel additional fees (if any), the conference supplied meals, bus 

transportation, advertising, printing and any speaker fees.  A contingency fund will be set aside for unforeseen 

expenses. 

 

We have arranged for a photographer to document all worship services and activities of the Annual Conference.  

Both videos and stills will be taken.  All will be posted daily to a local Diocese of Atlanta web site and to the 

VGEC web site.  The Host Committee intends to make extensive use of social media to communicate to the 

attendees on a real-time basis as reminders of events and/or last minute changes. 

 

 

Hope to see y’all in ATLANTA in 2017! 

 

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Martin_Luther_King,_Jr._National_Historic_Site

