
1 

 

Essentials of Reformed Doctrine: Lesson 20.1 (“The Calling” [1])  

I. INTRODUCTION AND REVIEW 
A. We saw that the first act of God in applying the benefits of salvation is regeneration 

1. Regeneration is the first act because before regeneration the sinner is dead 
a. Regeneration is the implanting of the life of Jesus Christ into the heart of the elect sinner. 
b. Regeneration happens without the work, will, cooperation or preparation of the sinner. 

2. Once the sinner is alive God calls the regenerated sinner to active faith 
a. This happens through the calling, the second step in the Ordo Salutis.  In that call, God addresses the 

sinner and brings him to Jesus Christ where the sinner finds salvation and blessing. 
b. The calling, therefore, is the powerful voice of God, by the Holy Spirit, in the heart of the elect, now 

regenerated sinner. “Come to Jesus Christ.” And being called, the sinner comes, he cannot but come.  
c. We see, then, why Reformed theology logically places calling after regeneration. First, God gives life; 

then He calls that life to activity.  
B. There are two aspects of the calling: an external and an internal calling.  

1. The external calling is the preaching of the Gospel wherein God commands all the hearers, “Come, 
turn from your sins, and believe in Jesus Christ.” 
a. The external call comes to many sinners who are never saved. Everyone who hears the Gospel is called in 

that sense. Everyone must, upon pain of eternal damnation, repent & believe in Christ presented in the G. 
b. In the Gospel God seriously commands all men to repent, promises to all believers eternal life, and 

threatens eternal death to all unbelievers (read Heidelberg Cat. LD 31, Q&A 84; Canons III/IV, A, 8).  
c. This external call is the means whereby God calls the elect unto Himself (it sweetly but irresistibly draws 

the elect), and the means whereby God hardens & leaves inexcusable the repr. wicked (II Cor. 2:15-16).  
2. But the external calling is not enough to bring anyone to salvation. The external calling strikes the ears, 

but it cannot open the heart, move the will or bring a person to faith. Therefore, there is with the 
external calling the internal calling, sometimes called “effectual calling” or “irresistible grace.” 
a. The internal calling is the work of the Holy Spirit, entering the heart, powerfully moving the will, and 

bringing the elect sinner to Jesus Christ. 
b. The internal calling of the Holy Spirit is effectual, that is, whom God calls, actually come.  
c. But at the same time, the Holy Spirit does not drag some kicking and screaming against their will. The 

calling power of the Spirit makes the called willing to come and they do come (Psa. 110:3).  
C. The calling, therefore, happens by means of the preaching of the Gospel. We call it “mediate” (by means). 

1. In this, calling differs from regeneration. Regeneration happens immediately (without means). 
a. In regeneration God simply breathes life into a dead sinner, without the means of the preaching of the 

Word or any other means.  
b. In addition, regeneration is a work of God of which the sinner is not conscious or aware. He is dead and 

receives life without feeling it, knowing it or realizing it. 
c. However, God regenerates always in close connection with His Word (e.g. God does not regenerate 

heathens who will never have any access to the Gospel).  
2. But since calling is God’s voice addressing the heart of the sinner it presupposes that a person can hear. 

a. God calls His own people by giving them ears to hear; by removing their spiritual blindness and giving 
them spiritual understanding. We call that “illumination” (II Cor. 4:6; Eph. 1:18; Heb. 10:32). 

b. That is why Christ so often says, “He that hath ears to hear, let him hear.” The calling presupposes 
regeneration.  

II.  THE CALLING IS THE WORK OF GOD   
A. It is the work of God b/c it is the call of the voice of God. The word vocation comes from Latin vox (voice).  

1. The voice of God is powerful and authoritative. How could it be otherwise when it is the voice of God? 
a. The voice which called the creation into being, which thundered on Mt. Sinai, the voice which breaks the 

cedar in pieces, is the same voice which calls (Rom. 4:17; II Cor. 4:6; Heb. 12:25-26; Psa. 29:5).  
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b. The voice is the voice of Jesus Christ. That was the voice which called Lazarus forth out of the tomb, the 
voice which will awaken the dead on the last day, the voice by which He performed miracles (“Be clean,” 
“Arise, take up thy bed, and walk,” etc.). See John 5:25, 28-29.  

c. Since the calling is the voice of Almighty God, we know that the calling will accomplish God’s purpose: 
it does not depend on man. It also underlines the seriousness of it.  

2. When we say that the calling is the work of God we mean that God calls.  
a. It is not that the sinner calls himself. Just as we cannot regenerate ourselves, so we cannot call ourselves. 
b. The truth is that God calls. God does not suggest, God does not beg, God calls, summons, commands.  
c. This must be the case b/c only God could call sinners from darkness into light, from sin unto holiness, 

from the kingdom of the devil into the kingdom of Christ (I Pet. 2:9; I Thess. 4:7; Col. 1:13; Eph. 4:1).  
d. This explains the language of Scripture: we are always passive in the calling (we are “the called”).  

3. But, at the same time, we understand that God does not answer the call; He enables us to answer it.  
a. God calls certain sinners to Himself, and they certainly come. God does not come; we come.  
b. But we only come because God first called us. If He had not called us, we could not have come. 
c. So, here is the relationship: It is not that God calls us, and then we decide whether we would like to come 

or not; rather, God calls, and we come, necessarily, irresistibly, and willingly. John 6:44.  
B. The calling of God is particular and gracious.  

1. First, the calling is particular: God only calls some, not all, only the elect (Rom. 8:30, 9:11; II Tim. 1:9).  
a. When we say that the calling is particular to the elect we mean the internal call. The external call comes 

to many who are not elect, because many hear the preaching who are not inwardly called (Matt. 22:14).  
b. The elect are identified in the calling of God by their spiritual characteristics: they are the thirsty, they are 

the hungry, they are the weary, the heavy laden, the willing (Isa. 55:1; Matt. 11:28; John 7:37; Rev. 
22:17). 

c. None are by nature hungry, thirsty, weary, willing.  By nature we have no spiritual appetite for the things 
of God, they are not in the least attractive to us, we do not hunger and thirst after God, and we are not 
wearied by our sins. We should be; it is our sin that we are not, but we are not, and God must create in us 
by His powerful work such a hunger, thirst, weariness, will before we will come (Canons III/IV, B, 4). 

2. Second, the calling is gracious: God calls some because He loves them and has favour on them. Since 
calling is one of the steps in the order of salvation it must be gracious because salvation is all of grace.  
a. Salvation is gracious; the calling is one of the steps in salvation; therefore, it is gracious.  
b. The source of the calling is election which is gracious election, “acc. to His … grace” [II Tim. 1:9]).  
c. The calling ushers the elect sinner into great blessings, so that it is not only gracious in its origin (source) 

but gracious in its issue. It is a call in grace to grace: to what are we called? Eternal life (I Tim. 6:12); 
liberty (Gal. 5:13); peace (Col. 3:15); rest (Matt. 11:28); God’s kingdom and glory (I Thess. 2:12), 
holiness (I Thess. 4:7); light (I Peter 2:9). 

d. Therefore it is a great privilege to be called. God could have, had He so decreed, left us in the filth of our 
sins, but because He loved us He called us to Himself. Our calling is a reason for humility, not boasting (I 
Cor. 1:26-28). 

e. Next time, we will look at the question of the Well Meant Offer of the Gospel (WMO). Is the external call 
which goes out to the reprobate wicked grace to them, an expression of God’s favor to them, an 
expression of God’s desire (even His earnest desire) to save them? That is what the advocates of the 
WMO teach.  

 


