
NT History for Juniors: Lesson 2, “Jesus is Born” 

I. REVIEW & INTRODUCTION  
A. After 400 years of silence, God spoke again to His people: 

1. He told a godly priest called Zacharias that he and his wife Elizabeth would have a son. 
2. What would be special about their son? He would point to the Savior Himself. 

B. Why did the people need a John the B? Why did they need a “forerunner”? 
1.  Because they were not ready for the King. They wanted and expected an earthly king.. 
2. God promised to send a King who would save them, not from the Romans, but from their sins. 

II.  GABRIEL’S VISITS 
A. First, Gabriel appeared to a young woman who lived in Nazareth. Her name was Mary.  

1. The angel greeted Mary – “Hail, thou that are highly favored, the Lord is with thee. Blessed art thou 
among women!” (Luke 1:28).  
a. Highly favored? Blessed? Me? What could all this mean? The angel told her not to be afraid.  
b. The angel had good news for Mary. The Messiah, the King, the Savior would be born, and she, Mary, 

would be the mother. The Promised Seed will be born in your womb, Mary, of your flesh & blood! 
c. The Son born to Mary would be called, “the Son of the Highest” and He would rule on the throne of 

David forever (Luke 1:32). 
d. This was an amazing promise because Mary was a virgin. She had never been with a man; and her baby 

would be born of a miracle. But this would be the greatest of all miracles. God would take flesh and blood 
and become like us, a man, able to suffer for our sins (John 1:14). The miracle is called Incarnation.  

2. Mary believed the angel. She was not like Zacharias who doubted. Her faith was strong. 
a. She could not understand how: “How shall this be seeing I know not a man?” (Luke 1:34). 
b. The angel explained: The Holy Spirit would come upon her, and cause Jesus to be born in her womb. 

That which would be born in her womb would be “a holy thing” and “the Son of God” (Luke 1:35). 
c. And she believed: “Behold the handmaid of the Lord. Be it unto me according to thy Word” (Luke 1:38). 

B. Second, Gabriel appeared to Joseph, this time in a dream.  
1. Joseph was engaged to be married to Mary (betrothal)  

a. But when Joseph knew that Mary was pregnant, and he was not the father, he wanted to cancel the 
wedding to Mary. 

b. Gabriel told him not to fear [how often angels say “Fear not” to God’s people!]: “Fear not to take unto 
thee Mary thy wife for that which is conceived in her is of the Holy Ghost” (Matt. 1:20).  

c. Gabriel told Joseph something important about the child, because, remember, he would have to look after 
this child as if he were the real daddy: the name of the child will be Jesus, “for He shall save His people 
from their sins” (Matt. 1:21). Remember, a Savior from sin, not from the Romans!  

2. In those days, Mary went to visit her cousin, Elizabeth. The two women had good news to share 
a. Elizabeth was pregnant with John the B. He would be the forerunner of the Messiah. 
b. Mary was pregnant with Jesus Christ Himself. She would be the mother of the Messiah.  
c. As Mary arrived at the house of E. and called out a greeting to E., the baby in E.’s womb jumped for joy. 

John the B., even before he was born, was pointing to Jesus (Luke 1:44).   
III.  BETHLEHEM 

A. Soon after this, but before the baby Jesus was born, Joseph received an order to go to Bethlehem. 
1. The Roman Emperor, Augustus, wanted to count all his citizens so that he could tax them. 

a. Everyone had to go to the town of their birth: for Joseph & Mary that meant Bethlehem. 
b. That was a journey of 70 miles, a difficult journey on foot or perhaps with a donkey. It took days! 

2. But WHY Bethlehem? 
a. Well, the Emperor said so, but there was a more important reason. The Messiah had to be born in 

Bethlehem because it was the city of David, and God promised He would be born there (Micah 5:2).   
b. God was behind Augustus’ decree. That wicked man did not know it but God used him to cause Christ 

Jesus to be born in Bethlehem exactly as God had promised. 
B. When Mary and Joseph arrived in Bethlehem it was full of people 

1. Not only Mary and Joseph had to go to Bethlehem to be counted for the tax. Everyone who had been 
born there had to return.  
a. That meant that there was nowhere to stay: no comfortable hotel, no nice inn, no soft bed, nothing! 
b. Nobody took pity upon Joseph and his pregnant wife; so Mary and Joseph slept in a stable.  

2. That night in Bethlehem the greatest of all miracles took place: the Savior was born.  



a. The Son of God came into the world as a little baby. When He was born, there was no room for Him in 
the inn, so He was born in a stable and laid in a manger [a feeding trough for animals]. 

b. But is this not the King? He is. Would you not expect a king to be born in a palace? You would. But Jesus 
is a very special king. He did not come in power and great glory. He came in humility because He came 
to suffer. 

c. And His suffering began when He was born into a poor family, in a smelly stable. That was a sign of 
worse sufferings to come. When He grew up men would reject Him and finally put him to death on a 
cruel cross. But He would suffer that to save us from our sins. That was God’s plan. A suffering king!   

IV.  REACTIONS TO THE BIRTH OF JESUS 
A. You would think that the people would rejoice at the birth of the long promised Savior but they did not.  

1. The people of Bethlehem did not even notice; they did not even give Mary, Joseph & Jesus a room. 
2. The religious leaders did not care either. They knew the birthplace of the Messiah but they did not come to 

worship Him. He was not the kind of Messiah they wanted.  
B. But some did come to visit the newborn King Jesus. 

1. The shepherds: these were men who were looking after their sheep on the hills outside Bethlehem. 
a. Suddenly, the sky lit up! It was an angel. The shepherds were afraid, but the angel said, “Fear not.” 
b. The angel brought good news: “I bring you tidings of great joy which shall be to all people; for unto you 

is born this day in the city of David a Savior which is Christ the Lord” (Luke 2:10-11). 
c. After the one angel spoke, the sky was filled with many angels all singing praises to God! 
d. The shepherds believed the angel and went to Bethlehem and found it exactly as the angel had said, and 

they told everyone about the child, but few seemed to be interested.  
2. The wise men from the east 

a. Far away there were men who were experts in studying the stars. At the moment of Christ’s birth they 
saw an unusual star in the heavens. They understood that the star meant that a King had been born. 
They determined to follow the star so that they could find the king and worship Him. 

b. They travelled for many, many miles until finally they reached Jerusalem: where better to find a king than 
in the palace? They came to the palace and asked to speak to King Herod. “Where is he that is born king 
of the Jews? For we have seen his star in the east and are come to worship him” (Matt. 2:2). 

c. Herod pretended to be glad to hear about the King. He called the Jewish leaders and asked them where the 
Christ should be born. They told him: Bethlehem. Then Herod sent the wise men to Bethlehem: “When ye 
have found him, bring me word again, that I may come and worship Him also” he said (2:8). But Herod 
planned to kill Jesus!  

d. The wise men found Jesus in Bethlehem and they worshiped Him and gave Him gifts (gold, frankincense 
and myrrh). But they did not go back to Herod because an angel warned them in a dream. Furious Herod 
killed all the babies in Bethlehem two years old and younger but Jesus was gone. An angel had warned 
Joseph to flee to Egypt with the child. Joseph, Mary & Jesus lived in Egypt until Herod was dead. 

C. About a month after Jesus’ birth Mary and Joseph brought Him to the temple to be presented to the Lord. 
1. In the temple was an old man called Simeon. He had been waiting for the Savior promised by God. 

a. God had told Simeon that he would not die before he saw the promised Christ; and now he was very old. 
The promise must be soon.  

b. That day, Simeon went to the temple and the Lord pointed out the little family of Mary, Joseph and the 
baby Jesus. That’s the one, that baby, He is the Lord’s salvation! Simeon took the baby Jesus in his arms 
and said, “Lord, now lettest thou thy servant depart in peace according to thy word, for mine eyes have 
seen thy salvation” (Luke 2:29). How happy Simeon was to see the promised Savior! 

2. The second person was a woman called Anna. She had been married but her husband had died. 
a. For 80 years she had been serving God in the temple. She too like Simeon looked for the promised 

salvation.  
b. God showed her who the baby Jesus was: and she told the people who came into the temple who this 

child was. 
c. Mary and Joseph were amazed at the wonderful things people were saying about the baby Jesus.  
d. After this, Mary and Joseph went to live with Jesus in Nazareth. That’s where He grew up; that’s where 

He learned to be a carpenter like Joseph, and it will not be until He is thirty years old that He will begin 
His public ministry as the Savior who shall save His people from their sins.  

 
 


