
NT History for Juniors: Lesson 3, “The Ministry of John the Baptist” 

I. REVIEW & INTRODUCTION  
A. Remember what the work of John the B. will be:  

1. He will prepare the people for the coming of King Jesus 
a. The people needed this preparation because they had wrong ideas about the King. 
b. They expected a King who would save them from the Romans; Jesus saves from sin.  

2. Jesus was born in a very special way 
a. His mother, Mary, was a virgin; so the birth of Jesus was a miracle 
b. Jesus was born in Bethlehem because He was the true Son of David acc. to God’s promise 
c. Jesus was born into poverty; and Herod tried to kill Him 

B. Both Jesus and John the B. grew up in Israel. God was preparing them for their future work. 
1. John would preach about King Jesus, and Jesus would be the King and Savior. 
2. But John came first to prepare the way. 

II.  JOHN’S WORK  
A. John prepared the way by preaching. His preaching was unusual. 

1. He behaved like a well known Old Testament prophet called Elijah. 
a. The people were expecting Elijah to come, and here was John the B. who was like Elijah (Mal. 4:5-6). 
b. John the B. did not wear a nice suit of clothes; he wore an uncomfortable coat made of camel’s hair 

[itchy!] and a leather belt around his waist (read II Kings 1:8) 
c. John the B. ate locusts and wild honey and he lived in the wilderness (Matt. 11:7-10). 

2. Instead of preaching in the temple, he preached in the wilderness by the River Jordan 
a. This was because the leaders of the Jews were wicked men, and there was no place for him there. 
b. In John’s day the people had turned away from God just as they had done so in Elijah’s day. 

B. The content of his preaching was unusual too. 
1. His message was “The Kingdom of heaven is at hand [near].” So, repent! 

a. The people were looking for the Kingdom of heaven, but their idea of the Kingdom was wrong. They 
expected a Messiah-King who would sit on the throne of Jerusalem and free them from the Romans. 

b. Under the Messiah-King, they thought, Israel will be the greatest of all nations.  
c. But John preached a spiritual kingdom, a kingdom where the blessing was the forgiveness of sins. The 

people needed to repent [Repent means to be sorry for sin and to turn from sin to God].  
2. His message was also judgment, judgment for Israel. 

a. The people expected the Messiah to bring judgment on Israel’s enemies.  
b. John said that Israelites were like trees, and God had his axe at the foot of the trees, and the trees without 

fruit in Israel God would cut down! 
c. This was new for the Jews: they thought that because they were Jews they were in God’s Kingdom.  They 

said that they were Abraham’s children, but John answered, “God is able of these stones to raise up 
children unto Abraham” (Matt. 3:9). 

d. In fact, said John, to the religious leaders, you are a generation of vipers, poisonous snakes! (v. 7).  
3. With his preaching John baptized. That is why we call him John the Baptist, or better, the Baptizer. 

a.  Baptism is a sign of the washing away of sins. John washed the people with water (he baptized them) as a 
sign that God washed them from their sins.  

b. John baptized those who were sorry for their sins, who confessed their sins (admitted that they had done 
wrong). One who confesses sin does not hide it or excuse it.  We must always confess our sins to God. 

c. John warned those whom he baptized that they must bring forth fruits of repentance. It is not enough to 
say you are sorry, you must change the way you live.  

III.  THE REACTION TO JOHN 
A. Because of John’s behavior, preaching & baptizing some thought that he could be the Messiah Himself. 

1. But John explained that he was not the Christ: he was the one pointing to Christ who would come soon. 
a. The prophet Isaiah describes the work of John, “a voice crying in the wilderness. Prepare ye the way of 

the Lord …” (Is. 40:3). 
b. John’s baptism with water was only a sign pointing to something better: Jesus will baptize with the Holy 

Spirit. That is true salvation, the forgiveness of sins.   
c. in fact, so much greater is Jesus than John that John is not worthy to stoop down and untie his sandals. 



2. For a while, John had many disciples, but one day Jesus came and John called out, “Behold the Lamb 
of God which taketh away the sin of the world” (John 1:29). When John said that the people stopped 
following John to follow Jesus instead. 
a. Some of John’s disciples became jealous for John: but John was not jealous. This is what he wanted. “He 

must increase, said John, but I must decrease” (John 3:30). 
b. John was only the best man at the wedding. While the bridegroom is away, the best man looks after the 

bride, and prepares the way for the bridegroom. But when the bridegroom comes the best man is not 
jealous. He is happy for the bride and bridegroom. They belong together.  

B. But John’s preaching did not make everyone happy. King Herod, the son of the wicked king Herod, the one 
who had tried to kill Jesus as a baby, was angry at the preaching of John. 
1. He was angry because in John’s preaching he condemned Herod for his sinful life. 

a. Herod had taken the wife of his brother Philip, a woman called Herodias, to be his wife.  
b. Herod and esp. Herodias did not like it when John preached against their sin. We must never be angry 

when the preaching condemns our sins. Instead, we must be sorry for our sins and turn from them. 
c. Herodias wanted to stop John’s preaching; she wanted to kill him. 

2. Herod wanted to please his wife, Herodias, so he put John the B. in prison 
a. Herod was afraid to kill John the B. He knew that John was a holy man, and the people thought John was 

a prophet. He did not dare upset the people. 
b. But Herodias would not be satisfied until John was dead. She waited for over a year while John had to 

stay in Herod’s dungeon. In fact, John was so long in prison that he began to have doubts about Jesus 
(Matt. 11:1-6). John was expecting judgment: Jesus was teaching and healing. Jesus explained to John 
that He was fulfilling the Bible and John’s doubts were removed.  

3. On Herod’s birthday, Herodias got her chance to have John killed. 
a. Herodias had a wicked daughter who danced for King Herod. He was so pleased that he made a foolish 

promise: Ask whatever you wish up to half my kingdom.”  
b. If a king made that offer to you what would you ask for? She asked her mother who gave her the awful 

answer: “the head of John the B. on a silver charger [tray]”(Matt. 14:8). 
c. Herod had made a wicked, foolish promise, but did he have to keep it? No, it is worse to keep a wicked 

promise than to make it. But Herod was afraid to do the right thing because of the people who were 
watching. [If people around you try to get you to do something wrong, do not be afraid of them. Trust and 
obey God!]. So, Herod sent one of his men to cut off John’s head and brought it to Herodias’ daughter.  

C. John’s death was a terrible sin by Herod and Herodias but it was victory for John. 
1. John’s work was finished 

a. John had been born to be the forerunner of Jesus, the King. Now the King was here! 
b. John was obedient to God: he preached and he baptized. He preached a spiritual kingdom, the forgiveness 

of sins and repentance; and he baptized people as a sign of what Jesus would do. 
2. God took John to heaven. 

a. As soon as his head was cut off, John’s soul went to heaven to be with God  
b. Herodias did not win. She was wicked. God judged her, but John went to his reward. 

   


