
NT History for Juniors: Lesson 5, “The Beginning of Jesus’ Ministry” 

I. REVIEW & INTRODUCTION  
A. Remember that both John the B. and Jesus Christ were born by miracles. 

1. The miracles were very different 
a. John the B.’s parents were too old to have children [like which OT couple]? 
b. Jesus’ mother, Mary, had never been with a man (she was a virgin), and His birth was the coming of the 

Son of God into the world.  
2. For about 30 years little was heard of Jesus. He grew up as an ordinary child in an ordinary family 

with Mary, Joseph and His brothers and sisters.  
a. When He was thirty years old, He was baptized in the River Jordan by John & tempted by the devil.  
b. After that He began His public ministry as the Messiah: He had come to reveal God to the people and 

especially to save His people from their sins.  
B. Jesus begins to gather disciples: men who will follow Him and learn from Him 

1. His first disciples came to Him when John called out, “Behold the Lamb of God …” (John 1:29) 
a. The first disciple was Andrew, who brought his brother, Simon Peter. 
b. Next Jesus called Philip. “Follow me,” he said. Philip immediately followed Jesus.  

2. Nathanael was the next of the disciples but he needed to be convinced. He thought that Jesus could not 
be the Messiah because Jesus grew up in Nazareth.  
a. Philip found Nathanael: “We have found Him of whom Moses in the law, and the prophets did write, 

Jesus of Nazareth, the son of Joseph” (John 1:45).  
b. “Can there any good thing come out of Nazareth,” said Nathanael (v. 46). 
c.  But Nathanael was amazed when he met Jesus because Jesus knew Nathanael under the fig tree before 

they even met! 
d. Jesus called twelve disciples: Peter, Andrew (brothers), James, John (brothers, sons of Zebedee), Philip, 

Bartholomew, Thomas, Matthew, James the son of Alpheus, Judas Thaddeus, Simon the Canaanite (or the 
Zealot), Judas Iscariot (learn this list).  

II.  THE WEDDING AT CANA: JESUS’ FIRST MIRACLE 
A. Three days later, Jesus & His disciples attended a wedding. Mary, Jesus’ mother was helping by serving. 

1. A wedding is a wonderful time of happiness, but at this wedding there was a terrible mistake made. 
a. A wedding feast lasted about a week; people could come and go but there needed to be enough food and 

drink for everybody. 
b. But partway through the wedding the wine ran out. That would be very embarrassing for the happy 

couple. 
c. Mary, knowing about the problem, came to Jesus: “They have no wine” (John 2:3) 

2. Mary wanted Jesus to use this problem to show His power. She knew He was the Messiah and she 
longed for the day when He would show Himself. 
a. But Jesus had to explain to His mother that she is not in control; He will not follow her wishes, but the 

Father’s. “Woman, what have I to do with thee? Mine hour is not yet come” (John 2:4). 
b. Mary understood, so she went to the servants and said to them: “Whatsoever He saith unto you, do it” 

(John 2:5). 
c. That is how we must live: whatever Jesus says to do (in the Bible), we do.  

B. Jesus did do a miracle but it was only seen and known by a few people in that little town of Cana. 
1. At the wedding feast were six pots made of stone.  

a. These were huge: the held 75 litres each.   Jesus told the servants to fill them to the brim with water.  
b. What a strange command and there were no taps in those days! 
c. Then Jesus said, “Draw some out of the water pot, and bring it to the governor of the feast.” 

2. Somewhere between the drawing of water and the bringing of the water to the governor a change had 
occurred: the water had turned into wine! 
a. The servant gave the vessel to the governor, and he tasted it. The governor was amazed! This was the best 

wine he had ever tasted! 
b. He called the bridegroom: “Usually men bring out the good wine at the beginning and later the less good 

wine. But you have kept the best wine for last!” 
c. But the bridegroom, the governor and the other guests did not know where the good wine came from: 

only servants knew and the disciples. This was Jesus’ first miracle. Jesus brings joy to His people.  
 



III.  JESUS IN JERUSALEM 
A. After the wedding in Cana, Jesus went to Jerusalem to keep the Passover Feast of the Jews.  

1. We know the Jesus went to Jerusalem regularly because He was an obedient Jew. All Jewish men had 
to  celebrate three feasts every year in Jerusalem: the Passover, Pentecost and the Feast of Tabernacles. 
a. We know, too, that Jesus had been in Jerusalem with Mary & Joseph when He was twelve years old. 
b. But, now He is a grown man and He comes to Jerusalem. It was the great capital city of Israel, and its 

most important building was the Temple of God.  
c. Jesus went to the Temple with the other Jews to worship His Heavenly Father but the Temple was in a 

terrible mess. 
2. In the courtyard of the Temple men had set up a market.  

a. Because the people needed sacrifices for the Passover, there were stalls selling lambs and doves. 
b. because the people needed to change their money (the temple had a special money, because the Jews 

thought ordinary money was unclean), there were money changers offering their services for a fee. 
c. Noise! Smells! Confusion! Mess! In the very Temple of God! 

3. Jesus was very angry at what wicked men had done to the Temple. 
a. “Take these things hence,” He said. “Make not my Father’s house an house of merchandise” (John 2:16). 

Buying, selling, changing money are not wrong of themselves, but not in the house of God. 
b. Jesus took some pieces of rope, twisted them together and made a whip, and with the whip He chased the 

men out of the temple; He threw down their tables and scattered the animals. The men were very afraid 
and ran away. 

c. The leaders of the Jews asked Jesus for a sign to show that He had the right to do these things. “Destroy 
this temple and I will raise it up again” (John 2:19). They laughed at Him: “It took 46 years to build this 
temple and will you build it again in three days?” But Jesus meant something different: He was speaking 
of His death and resurrection.   

B. One man who had seen what Jesus did was very interested in Him, so he arranged to meet Him at night. 
1. The man was called Nicodemus. He was a Pharisee. In fact, Nicodemus was one of the 70 leaders. 

a. Pharisees were strict men: they said that they loved to study God’s Law, and they were very careful to 
keep it and to make sure others kept it too. 

b. But, the Pharisees were self-righteous. They thought that by keeping the Law of God they could make 
themselves good enough to be saved. And they thought that there were better than the common people. 

c. Also, the Pharisees made the Law very difficult for the ordinary people. They added many of their own 
rules to God’s Law. 

2. Nicodemus the Pharisee believed that he was in the Kingdom of God and that he had a top seat in 
heaven. But when Jesus met Nicodemus He said, “Except a man be born again he cannot see the 
Kingdom of God” (John 3:3). 
a. Nicodemus was confused: born again? What could that mean? How could an old man go back into his 

mother’s womb to be born? What Jesus was saying made no sense! 
b. So Jesus explained: you need to be born of the Holy Spirit; you need life from God. And you do not get 

that life from being a Jew, being a Pharisee, or keeping God’s Law. God gives that life to His people 
(Ezek. 36:26, 37:1-3). 

c. Jesus reminded Nicodemus of an OT story: when the Israelites were bitten by serpents, Moses made a 
serpent of brass and put it on a pole. To be saved, a person looked at the brass serpent. Jesus explained 
that that was picture of what Jesus would do: The Son of Man (that’s Jesus) must be lifted up (on a cross) 
in order to give that life to His people (read John 3:14-16).  

d. Nicodemus was confused. He probably went home scratching his head. I need new life? I need it from 
God? Jesus will be lifted up? What can this all mean? But later Nicodemus understood and believed. We 
who believe in Jesus already have that new life. Jesus died for our sins to give life to us. How we must be 
thankful to Him that He is our Savior from sin.  


