
NT History for Juniors: Lesson 11, “The Raising of Lazarus” 

I. INTRODUCTION AND REVIEW  
A. At this point in His earthly life & ministry Jesus has left Galilee after His three preaching tours.  

1. He has warned His disciples that His journey to Jerusalem will be so that He will die there.  
a. The disciples find this very difficult to understand because it does not fit their idea of Messiah. 
b. Messiahs do not die on Roman crosses; Messiahs are great kings who deliver their people from their 

enemies. But the disciples did not yet understand that THE enemy of God’s people is SIN and that only 
through Christ’s death on the cross can THAT enemy be defeated.  

2. To encourage Jesus before His final journey to Jerusalem God transfigures Him on a mountain. 
a. The Bible has a beautiful verse about this: “For the joy set before Him [Jesus] endured the cross, 

despising the shame” (Heb. 12:2). What was the “joy” set before Jesus?  
b. Jesus needed this encouragement (and so did the disciples) because of difficult days ahead.  

B. At the Feast of Tabernacles Jesus healed a man who had been born blind, but this led to more trouble with 
the Jewish leaders.  
1. They accused Jesus of breaking their Sabbath Day. 
2. But Jesus had always taught that it is lawful to do good on the Sabbath Day. 
3. So Jesus left Jerusalem and went East across the River Jordan to Perea to escape from the Jews. 

a. Why did He do this? Was He afraid? Did we not say that He came to Jerusalem to die? 
b. He went to Perea because His time to die was not yet. His time for death would be at the Passover, a few 

months away.  
c. The Pharisees were already planning to kill Him in secret, but Jesus would have a very public death, on 

the day of Passover. Jesus, not the Pharisees, is in control of His own death.  
II.  THE RAISING OF LAZARUS FROM THE DEAD 

A. As Jesus preached and taught in Perea He received a message. In those days there was no postal service, no 
e-mail, no telephones. This messenger was a man who had walked from Bethany to Perea. His message was 
urgent: “Lord, he whom thou lovest is sick” (John 11:3). The message was from Mary & Martha. It was 
about Lazarus, their brother and a close friend of Jesus.  
1. If you received such a message, what would you do? Well Jesus sent the messenger away with an 

answer, “This sickness is not unto death but for the glory of God that the Son of God might be glorified 
thereby” (John 11:4). 
a. Jesus, of course, could have made Lazarus better by a word. He had done that before when people were 

sick (think: the nobleman’s son and the centurion’s servant in Capernaum).  
b. Or Jesus could have rushed as fast as He and the disciples could to the bedside of Lazarus, laid His hands 

on Lazarus and healed him, but Jesus did nothing! He stayed there for two days.  
2. After two days, Jesus said, “Let us go to Judea again.”  

a. His disciples protested. Lord, they said, the Jews wanted to kill you, and you want to go back there again?  
b. But Jesus insisted: “Our friend Lazarus is sleeping but I go that I may awake him out of sleep” (John 

11:11). Oh, said, the disciples, if he is sleeping, all is well. But Jesus meant the sleep of death. Why would 
the death of believers in the Bible be called sleep?  

3. But Jesus spoke plainly, “Lazarus is dead.” And so they made their way to Bethany, a little village a 
few miles away from Jerusalem where was the house of Mary, Martha and Lazarus. 
a. As word came to the people of Bethany that Jesus was coming Martha came out to meet Him. “Lord, if 

thou hadst been here my brother had not died” (John 11:21). But Martha had faith that if Jesus asked God 
He would answer Jesus.  

b. Jesus’ answer was, “I AM the Resurrection and the Life” (v. 25). I, the Son of God, have power to raise 
the dead. At this point, Martha called Mary; and Mary came running to meet Jesus. 

B. Together, Martha, Mary and Jesus went to the tomb of Lazarus. He was buried in a tomb of rock and a 
large stone covered the opening of the tomb. The people thought that Mary was going to weep at the tomb 
and so they followed her.  
1. Jesus came to the tomb and Jesus wept. He loved Lazarus, and He loved Mary and Martha, His friends 

and followers. He commanded that someone take the stone away from the opening of Lazarus’ tomb.  
a. Martha was horrified at that idea and she protested. “Lord by this time he stinketh, for he hath been dead 

four days” (v. 39). But Jesus insisted and the stone was taken away.  
b. Yes, Lazarus had been dead four days. Yes, his body would be rotting in the tomb. But Martha must 

believe: “Said I not unto thee, that, if thou wouldest believe, thou shouldest see the glory of God?” (v. 40) 



2. Jesus looked up to heaven, prayed & cried with a loud voice, “LAZARUS, COME FORTH!”  
a. There was a shuffling noise, and out came Lazarus wrapped still in his grave clothes. Jesus commanded 

them to take Lazarus and untie his grave clothes. What an amazing miracle. 
b. This was the greatest resurrection miracle of Jesus: Lazarus had been dead, rotting in the tomb, for FOUR 

days, and now he was walking, talking, breathing, living again! (Which were the other resurrection 
miracles of Jesus? The son of the widow of Nain and Jairus’ daughter).  

c. Many believed in Jesus because of this miracle, but some went to the Pharisees and told them.  But the 
Pharisees did not believe in Jesus. They planned to kill Him and Lazarus!  

III.  EVENTS IN JERICHO AND THEN BETHANY  
A. Events next move to a city called Jericho. Remember it was the 1st city conquered by Joshua many years 

ago. It was known as the city of palm trees. In that city two very different people met Jesus and their lives 
were changed forever. The first was a blind man called Bartimaeus which means “son of Timaeus.” 
1. Blind people, of course, were very miserable in Jesus’ day. Many people thought that God had cursed 

them, and because they could not work they had to beg for money to buy food.   
a. One day as Bartimaeus begged in Jericho he heard a commotion: many footsteps, loud, excited talking. 

Someone important was coming and many were following. He asked who it was and they said to him, 
“Jesus of Nazareth passeth by” (Luke 18:37). 

b. Bartimaeus had heard of this Jesus, so he began to shout to try to get Jesus’ attention: JESUS THOU SON 
OF DAVID HAVE MERCY ON ME! Bartimaeus knew Jesus was the promised Savior, from the line of 
David, the Messiah. What wonderful faith! How different from the proud Pharisees & most of the people.  

c. But when the people heard Bartimaeus shout they scolded him.” Be quiet,” they said. But Bartimaeus 
could not be quiet. Jesus would never pass through Jericho again. And Bartimaeus needed mercy. So he 
shouted even louder, JESUS THOU SON OF DAVID HAVE MERCY ON ME! 

2. Will Jesus have time for a poor, blind beggar? Will Jesus have time for us, we who believe in Him?  
a. Jesus stopped: He heard Bartimaeus and He commanded him to be brought to Him.  
b. “What do you want me to do for you?” Jesus asked. Lord, that I might receive my sight. And Jesus spoke 

the word and Bartimaeus saw. He saw Jesus and Bartimaeus praised God!  
B. The second man was no poor beggar. He was a rich & powerful man, a publican, in fact, the chief of the 

publicans, a tax collector called Zacchaeus.  
1. Zacchaeus was hated by all the people of Jericho because he worked for the Romans collecting taxes. 

a. Zacchaeus wanted to see Jesus, but he was too short to see over the crowds, so he climbed a tree! 
b. Perhaps from there, he thought, he could get a glimpse of this Jesus as Jesus walked past. But Jesus had 

other ideas: Jesus walked up to the very tree, looked up and said, “Zacchaeus, make haste, and come 
down, for today I must abide in thy house” (Luke 19:5). 

c. Zacchaeus came down and received Jesus as a guest in his home. What a wonder for Zacchaeus! 
2. The people murmured and complained. Jesus had gone to be a guest at this sinner’s house! 

a. Imagine that, they said. Jesus has gone to eat at the house of the worst man in town. Zacchaeus! 
b. Jesus said, “Today salvation has come to this house for this man is also a son of Abraham for the Son of 

man is come to seek and to save that which was lost” (Luke 19:9-10). Forgiveness of sins for Zacchaeus!    
c. Zacchaeus was a changed man. he repented of his sins. no longer would he be a thief (v. 8).  

C. From Jericho Jesus went to Bethany where Mary, Martha and the resurrected Lazarus lived. Jesus and 
His disciples ate a meal there six days before the Passover in Jerusalem, six days before Jesus’ death.  
1. As they sat eating their meal Mary came into the room carrying a very precious box containing 

perfume called spikenard. This perfume was so expensive it would take a man a year’s wages to buy it. 
a. Mary broke the box of perfume, poured it upon Jesus’ head and feet and wiped His feet with her hair. The 

whole house was filled with the sweet smell of spikenard.  
b. Some of the disciples, especially Judas Iscariot, were angry. What a waste! That could have been sold and 

the money could have been given to the poor! Did Judas really care about the poor? No he did not.  
2. Poor Mary! Had she made a terrible mistake? Jesus did not think so. He welcomed what she did. 

a. In front of them all, Jesus praised Mary. He understood that it was an act of love. Mary knew the 
forgiveness of her sins and was thankful. It is never a “waste” for us to show love for Jesus.  

b. And she understood something else too, something the other disciples could not understand.  
c. Jesus was going to be buried and she would not have another opportunity to anoint Jesus’ body with 

sweet spices.  In six days, less than a week, Jesus would be dead, but He would rise again, and all of this 
to save Mary, and us, from our sins.  


