
OT History for Juniors: Lesson 7, “ISAAC” 

I. REVIEW  
A. God’s promise to send the Seed of the woman continued through Abram (Abraham); God took him from 

Ur of the Chaldees and promised that he would be a great nation. 
1. But, Sarai, Abram’s wife could have no children, so Sarai tried to find a different way to make God’s promise 

come true. 
2. What did she do? She gave Abram Hagar her servant from Egypt, and they had a son (Ishmael). 
3. But was Ishmael the promised son? No. The promised son would be from Abram and Sarai. 

B. After this God repeated His promise: Sarai shall have a son, and to show this he changed both their names 
(Abram to Abraham and Sarai to Sarah) 
1. Did they believe God’s promise? The promise was difficult to believe! (age of Abraham [100] & Sarah [90].   
2. How did Sarah show that she did not believe? (She laughed), but later she did believe (explain).  
3. When Isaac was born A&S were very happy, but Ishmael mocked Isaac b/c he did not believe that God’s 

promise could come thru Isaac, and God sent Hagar and Ishmael away. Isaac was the child of promise.  
II.  THE TRIAL TO OFFER ISAAC 

A. [The command] With Ishmael gone, all Abraham’s hope was in Isaac 
1. One day after this God spoke to Abraham, “Abraham,” he said. “Behold, here I am,” said A.  

a. Read Gen. 22:1-2 to see what God said to Abraham. Explain what a burnt offering means. What a terrible 
test for a father who loves his son! 

b. But why did God ask Abraham to do this? He was testing Abraham’s faith. Would Abraham trust God if 
he had to do this? Would Abraham obey God even if it meant doing this? Did Abraham love anyone or 
anything more than God?  

c. It is not as if God did not know. God knows all things! But in this way, Abraham would see the strength 
of his faith and Abraham’s faith would be strengthened. Describe gold in a fire.  

2. Abraham obeyed God.  
a. The very next morning Abraham got up early; he chopped some wood, took a knife, some rope, and some 

of his servants, and he and Isaac took a journey of three days. 
b. We do not know what Abraham was thinking except we know that he was trusting God. “God said Isaac 

is the promised son; God said thru Isaac the Seed will come; God says I must kill Isaac. But God will 
keep his promise. I do not know how, but He will, He must!” 

c. When Abraham, Isaac and his two servants reached the mountain, he told the servants to wait for him and 
for Isaac, and the two, father and son, continued together.  

B. [The sacrifice] The walk up the mountain must have been terrible for Abraham.   
1. Abraham took Isaac, and put the wood on Isaac’s shoulders and he carried a knife and fire. 

a. They walked silently up the hill, and suddenly Isaac said to Abraham, “My father?” “Here am I, my son.” 
“Behold the fire and the wood. Where is the lamb for a burnt offering?” 

b. What could Abraham say? Isaac was right. There was fire and there was wood, but where was the 
sacrifice? Abraham said, “My son, God will provide Himself a lamb for a burnt offering.”  

c. Did Isaac begin to understand that he was the sacrifice? We do not know, but when they go to the top of 
the mountain, it all became clear. 

2. At the top of the Mt., Abraham built an altar, he laid the wood on it, and he turned to Isaac. 
a. Abraham took the rope and started to tie Isaac up like a sacrifice, and Isaac did not try to stop him; he 

knew it was God’s command and he too obeyed. 
b. Abraham put his son on top of the wood, and lifted the knife. Soon he would plunge it into Isaac, and then 

burn Isaac’s body to ashes. 
c. The knife was about to come down when suddenly a voice called out of heaven, “Abraham, Abraham!” 

“Here I am” said Abraham.  
3. Abraham had passed the test. 

a. God called to Abraham, “Do not hurt him, because now you have shown that you love me and trust me so 
much that you will not even keep your son from me.” 

b. How happy Abraham and Isaac must have been, and when Abraham turned around, he saw a ram caught 
in a bush  by its horns. Abraham offered the ram instead. Isaac lived! 

c. God blessed Abraham and told him that his Seed would be as great as the sand of the sea and the stars of 
the heavens.   
 



III.  ISAAC GETS A WIFE AND FAMILY 
A. Abraham was now old, and he had one son left with him, but Isaac needed a wife. 

1. Abraham called his servant, his oldest and most senior servant for this was an important job. 
a. Abraham made the servant swear by the LORD that he would not take a wife for Isaac from the 

Canaanites but that he would find a God-fearing wife from Abraham’s family in Haran. 
b. But the servant said, But what if the woman will not be willing to leave her family and come to live in 

Canaan? Then Abraham said, Then you are free from your oath, but whatever you do, do not take Isaac 
away from Canaan to the land of my fathers. This is the land God promised.  

c. So the servant went on his way, trusting that God would lead him to a wife for Isaac. 
2. When he arrived at a city, the city of Abraham’s brother, Nahor, he sat down at the well. 

a. The servant began to pray that the LORD would lead him to the right woman for Isaac, and he asked for a 
sign. “Let it be that the young lady to whom I shall say, Let down thy pitcher, that I may drink; if she say, 
“Drink and I will give your camels drink also.” Let her be the one.  

b. After his prayer, Rebekah came to the well, and when the servant asked for a drink she watered his 
camels also. So he asked her, “Whose daughter are you?” 

B. To the servants surprise and great joy, Rebekah explained that she was the daughter of Bethuel, 
Abraham’s nephew’s daughter! The Lord led him to the right family! 
1. The servant thanked God and went with Rebekah to meet the family 

a. There he met Bethuel, and also the brother of Rebekah, who was called Laban.  
b. Laban was very excited because the servant of Abraham was rich and gave everyone presents of gold, and 

Laban was very keen for his sister to marry Abraham’s son, Isaac. 
c. The servant told his story of how God had blessed Abraham in Canaan, and had sent him to find a wife 

for Isaac, and the story about how he met Rebekah at the well.  
2. The servant did not want to stay long and asked if Rebekah would come as soon as possible. She 

agreed. 
a. So Rebekah and the servant went on the long journey to Canaan so that Rebekah could marry a man she 

had never met, but Rebekah had great faith in God. By this time Sarah, Isaac’s mother was dead. 
b. When Isaac saw Rebekah he loved her and she came and lived in his tent. But Rebekah could not have 

any children, so Isaac prayed to the LORD and gave her twin boys, called Esau and Jacob. 
c. Esau was born first.  
d. After Abraham saw his son Isaac married and his grandsons, Esau and Jacob, Abraham died being 175 

years old. He knew that God would keep His promise thru his son, and his son’s son, Jacob. 
e. Next time we shall see how God continued His promise thru Jacob, not Esau.  

 
 

 

 

 


