
NT History for Juniors: Lesson 12, “The Passion Week” 

I. INTRODUCTION AND REVIEW  
A. Jesus is on His way to Jerusalem for the last time. There He will keep the Passover Feast. 

1. The last time Jesus had been to Jerusalem the Jewish leaders wanted to kill Him.  
a. But Jesus cannot die before the Passover, but on the day of Passover because He is the Passover Lamb.  
b. So for the last few months He stayed away from Jerusalem and ministered in a place called Perea. 

2. The last week of Jesus’ earthly life & ministry was spent in & around Jerusalem. It is Passion Week.  
a. Passion means suffering. The “Passion Week” is the week in which He suffers. Of course, Jesus suffered 

His whole life, but His sufferings become much greater at the end.  
b. His sufferings would be because of cruel & wicked men, but more, His sufferings would be punishment 

from God for the sins of His people, for our sins. That is how Jesus saved us. 
B. During Passion Week Jesus’ enemies wanted to kill Him but they could not because God was in control. 

1. Jesus was still very popular with the people. During the day, Jesus taught the people. He was usually in the 
temple, but the Jews were afraid to arrest Him there in case the people would riot.  

2. At night, Jesus’ whereabouts were secret. Sometimes He spent the nights in the open air, for example, on the 
Mt. of Olives; often He went to Bethany, but He was careful that His enemies did not find out where He went.  

3. Jesus had to finish His work of preaching and teaching before He could be arrested & crucified, because 
although it was a week of suffering, it was a very busy week for Jesus.  

II.  JESUS’ TRIUMPHAL ENTRY 
A. On the 1st day of the Passion Week Jesus entered into Jerusalem. He did not simply walk into Jerusalem. 

He entered as the King of Israel. Now He did not keep hidden the fact that He is the King.  
1. Jesus sent His disciples to prepare for His entry. 

a. Go find an animal, He said. Not just any animal, but a colt, a young donkey, which had never been ridden 
upon before. “Untie it, and its mother, and bring them to me,” He said, “And if any ask, why are you 
taking the colt and its mother, say, the Lord hath need of it” (Matt. 21:3). 

b. Now, on what kind of animal does a king ride? A white horse! But Jesus rode on a donkey! That was no 
accident. Jesus was fulfilling Scripture in Zechariah 9:9, “Rejoice greatly, O daughter of Jerusalem, 
behold thy king cometh unto thee, he is just and having salvation, lowly and riding upon an ass [donkey]” 

2. There were great crowds in Jerusalem from all over the Jewish world to celebrate Passover. And when 
they saw Jesus enter this way into Jerusalem they received Him as their King. 
a. They showed this by cutting down palm branches and scattering them on the road. And as He passed by 

they shouted and sang, “Hosanna to the Son of David. Blessed is He that cometh in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the Highest” (Matt. 21:9; Ps. 118:25-26). What does Hosanna mean? It means “Salvation 
now, please,” or “Save us now, we pray.”  

b. But what did the people mean when they said, “Hosanna”? What kind of salvation did they seek? Many 
had a wrong idea about this. They expected an earthly salvation from the Romans. They expected that 
now, at last, Jesus would ride into Jerusalem to overthrow wicked King Herod and the Romans. But that 
was not Jesus’ intention: He would build His Kingdom but by dying on the cross.   

c. But the Pharisees were angry. How dare Jesus ride into Jerusalem like this! They said to Jesus, “Rebuke 
thy disciples!” But Jesus answered, “If these kept silence, the very stones would cry out” (Luke 19:40).  

B. As Jesus continued into Jerusalem, He could see what a sinful and wicked city Jerusalem had become. This 
was Jerusalem, the city of David, the city of God’s house, the temple. And look at what it had become! 
1. So, as Jesus came near the city, He wept. He wept over Jerusalem! (Luke 19:41). 

a. Jesus saw something the Jews could not see. They saw the splendor of the city, but Jesus saw the future.  
b. He saw a day coming in less than fifty years when the Romans would come to destroy the city. This 

would be God’s terrible judgment upon this people who rejected Him as the Messiah and Son of God. 
c. Jesus wept and said, “If thou hadst known, even thou, at least in this thy day, the things which belong 

unto thy peace, but now are they hid from thine eyes!” (v. 41).  
2. The leaders of Jerusalem had even corrupted God’s Holy Temple. It had become a place of merchants. 

a. Remember what had happened three years before this: Jesus had thrown the buyers, sellers and money 
changers out of the Temple  Now He does it again! Because they are back. They had learned nothing! 

b. After He threw out these wicked men, the lame and the blind came to Him and Jesus healed them. 
c. And the little children saw it and praised Him. The chief priests and scribes were angry at this and tried to 

stop the little children praising Jesus, but Jesus accepted their praises (Matt. 21:15-16).  
3. As a sign that Jerusalem and Israel as a nation were wicked Jesus cursed the fig tree.  



a. Jesus was hungry and He saw a fig tree full of leaves. Now, fig trees are unusual trees.  First, the fig tree 
brings forth fruit, and then it brings forth leaves to shade the fruit. So, if a fig tree has leaves, it means it 
must have fruit. But this fig tree had no fruit! It pretended to have fruit, but it had only leaves.  

b. And Jesus cursed the fig tree. “Let no fruit grow on thee henceforward forever” (Matt. 21:19). And 
immediately the fig tree dried up at the roots. The fig tree was a picture of Israel. Israel had leaves, but no 
fruit. The fruit Jesus looked for from Israel was faith, repentance and works which come from faith.  

III.  THE DEFECTION OF JUDAS ISCARIOT (The leaders of the Jews, Jesus’ enemies had a problem. They 
wanted to arrest Jesus when the crowds were not around, but to do that they needed someone to lead them to 
Him. The answer to their problem came with Judas Iscariot).   
A. Judas Iscariot was one of Jesus’ closest disciples, one of the “Twelve.” All the other disciples trusted Jesus. 

in fact, Judas looked after the money! 
1. Only Jesus and Judas himself knew the truth. Judas was a hypocrite, a pretend follower of Jesus.  

a. In John 6:70 Jesus said, “Have not I chosen you twelve, and one of you is a devil?” 
b. Jesus chose Jesus, knowing who Judas really was. But Judas had no excuse. Judas had been with Jesus for 

three and a half years. He had seen His miracles, listened to His sermons, heard His private instruction 
when the crowds were not there. He had seen Jesus up close, knew Him, but Judas never really believed. 

c. In fact, Jesus had sent Judas (with the other disciples) to teach and to preach, to do miracles, even to cast 
out devils, but Judas was a hypocrite. He only pretended to follow Jesus. 

2. But why did Judas follow Jesus for such a long time when he did not truly believe? 
a. Judas was impressed and attracted by Jesus’ miracles and teachings, at least at the beginning. And Judas 

believed that Jesus was the Messiah, but Judas, like many Jews, had a wrong view of the Messiah. 
b. Judas believed that someday Jesus would set up an earthly kingdom, and he, Judas, wanted to be part of 

that. As one of the Twelve, Judas expected an important position in that Kingdom.  
c. And there were times when that Kingdom seemed to be coming soon. Think of the miracles. Did they not 

prove to Judas what a great King Jesus could be? Did the people not want to crown Jesus King after the 
Feeding of the 5,000? Did Jesus not enter Jerusalem to be the King? But every time it seemed that Jesus 
would be the King that Judas and many of the Jews wanted he was disappointed.  

3. But soon Judas began to see that Jesus was not the kind of King that Judas wanted, and the clearer that 
became the more Judas hated Jesus. Yes, Judas hated Jesus! 
a. His miracles showed Jesus’ power, but why did Jesus always “spoil” it by talking about sin, salvation 

from sin, repentance and the like? And why did Jesus always talk about a spiritual kingdom? 
b. And now recently Jesus had started talking about suffering, about His own suffering and about dying on a 

cross. At first, Judas did not understand and did not take it seriously, but everything seemed to be leading 
in that direction. The more Judas thought about it, the more Judas realized: this man, Jesus, He really 
does intend to die. He is not going to set up an earthly kingdom after all!   

c. And ever since He came to Jerusalem, all Jesus seemed to do was to make the Jewish leaders angry 
against Him. He called the Pharisees hypocrites, a brood of vipers; He told the Pharisees that they were 
going to hell!  

d. And if Jesus really wanted to die, Judas wanted no part in it. A suffering Savior, a crucified Messiah? No! 
4. But Judas’ great wickedness meant that he did not simply leave Jesus with nothing. Judas hated Jesus, 

but he loved money, and all along he had been stealing money from the disciples’ money bag (John 
12:6). This was part of Jesus’ suffering, predicted in the Psalms: a close friend will betray Him (Ps. 
41:9, 55:12-14).  
a. If Judas will leave, he will get some money out of it. So he goes in secret to the enemies of Jesus, the 

scribes, Pharisees and chief priests. They were pleased to see him. 
b. “I have a suggestion for you. You want to arrest Jesus but you are afraid of the people. I can lead you to 

Him in secret. How much will you give me?” And they agreed on the price of 30 pieces of silver. That is 
the price of about 3 months work, the price of a slave, and the amount prophesied in Zech. 11:12. And to 
think that earlier Judas had complained about Mary “wasting” money on Jesus! She had shown her love 
by pouring a year’s worth of money on Jesus; Judas sold Jesus to His enemies for a ¼ of that!  

c. But, said the enemies of Jesus, do not do it yet. Wait until after the Passover and let us do it in secret. 
And so Judas looked for a good opportunity to carry out his evil deed. But God had different plans. Judas 
would play a part but not after the Passover. Jesus would die, according to God’s perfect plan, on the Day 
of Passover at the end of Passion Week.  


