
NT History for Juniors: Lesson 14, “Jesus’ Crucifixion” 

I. JUDAS ISCARIOT”S TERRIBLE END  
A. Judas Iscariot had been rewarded for bringing the Jewish leaders to Jesus. Thirty pieces of silver jangled 

in his pocket but Judas knew that he had done terrible evil. 
1. Unable to silence his conscience, that voice in him that told him he had sinned, he went back to the chief 

priests and said, “I have sinned in that I have betrayed the innocent blood” (Matt. 27:4). 
a. Judas knew that Jesus was innocent. Of course, he did: Judas had been with Jesus for three and a half 

years, and Jesus had never sinned.  
b. The chief priests, however, did not care about Judas, “What is that to us? See thou to that” (v. 4). Here 

was a man troubled by sin, but the chief priests did not show Judas the way of true repentance.  
2. Judas could not keep the money. It reminded him of his guilt, so he threw it into the temple. It was 

blood money and Judas no longer wanted it.  
a. The chief priests gathered the money, but they did not put it into the treasury (the collection box). Blood 

money did not belong there. So they bought a field with it, a field in which to bury strangers. 
b. The field was called the potter’s field, but the people called it the field of blood.  

B. True sorrow over sin brings a person to God for mercy. Judas did not have true sorrow, his was despair. 
1. So filled with despair was Judas, so hopeless did it seem for him, that Judas could no longer live with himself. 

He tied a rope around his own neck and he hanged himself.  
2. What an awful way to die – Acts 1:18-19. And how awful for Judas after death to be cast into hell, but this 

was God’s just punishment of the one who betrayed His Son to death.  
II.  THE TRIAL BEFORE THE ROMANS  

A. Early in the morning, approx. 6 a.m. Jesus stood before Pilate. Pontius Pilate was the Roman governor, a 
man who represented the Roman Emperor. He was the only person who could give permission to put Jesus 
to death. But when the Jews brought Jesus to Pilate they needed a good reason for the death penalty.  
1. Remember the reason for Jesus’ condemnation before the Jews: He is the Messiah 

a. But the Romans do not care about Jewish Messiahs and Jewish religious questions as long as the people 
obey the Emperor. So the Jewish leaders needed different charges against Jesus.  

b. This man stirs up the people; this man forbids the people to pay tax to Caesar; this man calls himself a 
king. These were the three accusations the Jews made. The first two were lies; and Pilate was interested 
only in the third. Is this man a king, a rival king to Rome?  

2. Pilate therefore asked Jesus if He was a king, and Jesus explained exactly what kind of king He was. 
a. Jesus has a kingdom but it not of this world, and His servants do not fight – John 18:38 
b. Jesus is the king of the kingdom of truth. But Pilate was not interested in that kind of spiritual kingdom. 
c. Pilate’s conclusion was, “I find in him no fault at all” (John 18:38). In fact, three times he said that.  

B. Pilate knew that Jesus was innocent; Pilate wanted to let Jesus go; but Pilate was afraid of the Jewish 
leaders. He was afraid that if he let Jesus go the Jewish leaders would tell the Emperor (“If thou let this 
man go, thou art not Caesar’s friend: whosoever maketh himself a king speaketh against Caesar” [John 
19:12]). But before Pilate sentenced Jesus to die he tried several ways to avoid it and secure Jesus’ release. 
1. When Pilate heard that Jesus was from Nazareth, in Galilee, he sent him to King Herod. 

a. Herod was pleased to see Jesus because he had heard a lot about Jesus. Herod hoped to see a miracle 
performed by Jesus, but Jesus did not perform a miracle for that wicked king. He was silent. 

b. Herod then mocked Jesus, and Herod’s soldiers dressed Jesus in a robe and sent Him back to Pilate.  
c. But from that day Pilate and Herod, who before had been enemies, became friends! 

2. Pilate then offered to scourge Jesus and then let Jesus go. Perhaps Pilate hoped that the scourging 
would be enough to satisfy Jesus’ enemies. “Lo, nothing worthy of death is done unto him. I will 
therefore chastise him and release him” (Luke 23:15-16). 
a. But, is that justice? I will chastise him and release him, although He is innocent! It would be like a judge 

saying, “I find this man innocent of all charges. Therefore I sentence him to five years prison.” If Jesus 
was innocent, and He was, Pilate should have let Him go without scourging.  

b. Scourging itself was a terrible punishment. Men died at the scourge. The Roman scourge was a whip 
which ripped the back open of the victim. – Isa. 50:6!  

c. The Roman soldiers in charge of the scourging were cruel men. They whipped Jesus, then they dressed 
Him in a purple robe to mock His kingship; then they made a crown of thorns and they mocked Him by 
bowing to Him and laughing at Him. After the soldiers were finished Jesus was a terrible sight. Isa. 52:14. 



3. The third attempt by Pilate to release Jesus was to offer the crowd a choice between two prisoners. 
Pilate must release one prisoner on the Feast Day. Whom would they choose – Jesus or Barabbas? 
a. Barabbas was a murderer, a robber, an evil man. Today, we would call Him a terrorist. Jesus was a good 

man, a man who healed the sick, and a man who preached God’s Word, and a man who by all His actions 
and words proved Himself to be the Son of God, the Messiah, the promised Savior from sin.  

b. Surely, the people will choose Jesus, and all Pilate’s troubles with this difficult case will be over!  
c. Now the people had a choice – choose Barabbas, a wicked murderer, or choose Jesus, a man standing 

before you dressed in purple, wearing a crown of thorns, beaten, bruised and covered in blood. But the 
chief priests encouraged the people to ask for Barabbas and reject Jesus.  

C. Pilate now was faced with a choice. What will you do with Jesus which is called Christ? Will you release 
Him or will you give Him over to the will of His enemies and to death? 
1. To Pilate’s great surprise the people shouted that they wanted Barabbas.  

a. But, what about Jesus? CRUCIFY HIM, CRUCIFY HIM! LET HIM BE CRUCIFIED! AWAY WITH 
HIM! Louder and louder they shouted until Pilate could no longer talk to them. 

b. But what evil hath He done? Pilate asked. “We have a law, and by our law he ought to die, because he 
made himself the Son of God” (John 19:7).  

2. Finally, Pilate agreed to crucify Jesus. But Pilate did not want to take responsibility for Jesus’ death. 
a. Pilate asked for a bowl of water and he washed his hands: “I am innocent of the blood of this just person. 

See ye to it” (Matt. 27:24). 
b. But Pilate could wash his hands with water and soap until they bled – that would not take away his 

terrible sin of sending Jesus, the innocent Son of God, to die on the cross!  
III.  THE DEATH ON THE CROSS 

A. The people shouted. “Crucify Him!” Pilate was afraid to act as a just judge. so Jesus was taken from 
Pilate’s judgment hall and prepared for crucifixion. Crucifixion was a Roman punishment, but no Roman 
citizen could be crucified. It was reserved for the worst of criminals. It was a slow, painful form of death. 
1. Jesus died by crucifixion because the people – the Jews & the Gentiles – hated Him and rejected Him as 

the Messiah and the Son of God.  
a. Jesus had been up all night; He had not slept or eaten, but had been brought from Gethsemane to the High 

Priest, to Pilate, to Herod, back to Pilate, and now He was led out to the place where He would die, a hill 
called Golgotha (the place of the skull) or Calvary.  

b. The Romans took off Jesus’ purple robe, put His own clothes back on Him, and laid upon His back a 
large, rough, heavy piece of wood. This would be the cross on which Jesus would die. 

c. Then Jesus was led through the streets of Jerusalem, as men mocked Him. Certain women followed Jesus 
and wept over Him but Jesus turned to them, “Weep not for me …” (Luke 23:27). On the way to the 
cross, Jesus could no longer carry the heavy wood, and a man was forced to carry it for Him, a man called 
Simon of Cyrene (Matt. 27:32). 

2.  When Jesus arrived at Golgotha or Calvary, He and two others (two thieves) were crucified with Him. 
a. It was about 9 a.m. when the soldiers took nails and hammered them into His hands and feet, and then 

lifted Jesus into the air to hang on the cross. The pain was awful. 
b. But Jesus did not curse, swear and threaten revenge. He prayed, “Father, forgive them …” (Luke 23:34; I 

Peter 2:21-23). 
c. And there Jesus hung, suspended between the earth and heaven, dying, for six hours until 3 p.m.  

Throughout that time Jesus spoke seven times. And for three of those hours Jesus was in darkness. 
B. But the terrible pain in His hands & feet was not the worst suffering. Jesus suffered by drinking the cup of 

God’s wrath. That was why He was on the cross. The cross was the death of a man cursed by God.  
1. We see this in the three hours of darkness. 

a. For the first three hours in was light (9 a.m. to 12 noon): and the enemies of Jesus came to mock Him. 
b. The two thieves dying beside Jesus mocked Him too, but later one repented and Jesus forgave Him. 
c. But at noon, when the sun is highest in the sky, darkness came upon Calvary. God was there in judgment, 

judgment upon the world which rejected His Son, judgment upon Christ. Christ was suffering for our sins.  
2. At the end of the three hours of darkness, Jesus cried out “IT IS FINISHED!” 

a. His work of paying for our sins was over. His suffering was at an end, and He died and went to His 
Father. “Father, into thy hands I commend my spirit,” He said (Luke 23:46). 

b. At the moment, the earth was shaken by an earthquake, the graves of many were opened, and the thick 
curtain in temple was ripped from top to bottom.  Christ was dead. The disciples mourned. Hell and all of 
Christ’s enemies rejoiced, but it was not over, because death cannot hold Christ as we shall see.  


