
NT History for Juniors: Lesson 16, “The Ascension and Pentecost” 

I. WAITING FOR POWER FROM HEAVEN  
A. Jesus rose from the dead but not so that He could go back to His earthly life & ministry. In this way His 

resurrection was very different from the resurrection of Lazarus or Jairus’ daughter.  
1. The disciples, who were filled with joy to have Jesus back with them, needed to understand this. 

a. Jesus had left them when He died, and now He was back, but soon He would leave them again, and this 
time for a much longer time. He was to return to heaven to His Father. 

b. Jesus had come to earth to do a great work: to save His people from their sins, and to conquer death by 
His glorious resurrection. 

c. So, Jesus spent forty more days on the earth after His resurrection preparing them for this. 
2. Forty days after His resurrection Jesus took His disciples to the Mt. of Olives, a short way from Jer. 

a. Here Jesus gave His disciples final instructions: “Wait for the promise of the Father which ye have heard 
of me. For John truly baptized with water, but ye shall be baptized with the Holy Ghost not many days 
hence … But ye shall receive power after that the Holy Ghost is come upon you” (Acts 1:4-5, 8).  

b. Jesus had talked about the Holy Ghost, or the Holy Spirit, before He died, in the Upper Room (John 
14:16-18; 15:26; 16:7, 13).  

c. The disciples would need the Holy Spirit because they needed power for the difficult work ahead: they 
would have to preach the good news about Jesus to many people, beginning in Jerusalem, then Judea, 
then Samaria, and then go out to the Gentiles. And they would face much opposition! 

B. While Jesus had spoken these things to them He went up into heaven. We call that His Ascension. 
1. When Jesus ascended into Heaven He left this earth, He left behind His enemies & His church to be at 

God’s Right Hand in Heaven. 
a. The disciples looked up into the sky, watching Jesus as He went up, until He was farther & farther away, 
b. And then a cloud covered Him and they could no longer see Him, crane their necks as they would. 
c. What glory for Jesus! Jesus went to receive His Kingdom from God and in Heaven He rules, sitting on 

the throne of glory, and ruling all things in history for the glory of God & the good of His people. 
2. As the disciples looked up, two angels dressed in white appeared. 

a. Why are you looking up into heaven? Jesus will return in the same way as you have seen Him ascend. 
b. But, the Second Coming of Jesus in glory is still in the future. It will happen at the end of history.  
c. So, the disciples returned to Jerusalem with great joy. And about 120 believers, the 11 disciples, the 

women and Mary the mother of Jesus gathered in an upper room to wait for the promised Holy Spirit.  
3. As they were praying Peter stood up. According to Peter, a replacement was needed for Judas Iscariot.  

a. Judas had betrayed Jesus for 30 pieces of silver, and had hanged himself. See Acts 1:18. 
b. So, the disciples looked for a man who had been with them from the beginning and who had been a 

witness of the resurrection. They chose two (Joseph & Matthias) and after praying and casting lots, 
Matthias was chosen to be the 12th apostle instead of Judas Iscariot.   

II.  THE COMING OF THE SPIRIT (Fifty days after the Passover Feast of the Jews, the Jews celebrated another 
Feast, called Pentecost. On that day, the 120 believers were together in one place. No one was missing, like 
Thomas had been when Christ rose from the dead. They were waiting and praying).  
A. The coming of the Holy Spirit was accompanied by three signs. 

1. First, there was the sound as of a mighty rushing wind (Acts 1:2). 
a. A sound that was as loud as a hurricane filled the room and even the house. The sudden sound caused the 

people of Jerusalem to rush to the house to see what caused the noise. 
b. But there was no wind, the house was not blown apart by a violent storm, the hair of the disciples’ heads 

was not even ruffled. The Holy Spirit is like a wind, powerful and mysterious. 
2. Second, there appeared to be what looked like cloven tongues of fire on the disciples’ heads. 

a. On each of the 120 believers a little tongue appeared, it was bright like fire, but it was not fire, and it did 
not burn their hair. There was not even the smell of smoke. The Holy Spirit is like a fire too. Fire burns 
away the impurities from gold. The Holy Spirit works in our hearts and burns up our sin.  

3. Third, the 120 believers were now able, without ever learning them, to speak all kinds of languages. 
a. We all know that today if you want to learn a foreign language you must study long and hard. But these 

120 believers had had no time to study. They were poor, uneducated people; some were fishermen.  
b. God gave them the power to speak these languages and the visitors to Jerusalem were able to understand 

them. This was a sign that the Holy Spirit would enable the church to preach to all nations.  
B. To these three signs, especially the first and third, the people of Jerusalem reacted with amazement. 



1. First, the noise of what sounded like a mighty rushing wind caused a crowd to gather outside the house. 
a. Imagine the crowd’s surprise when out of the house came 120 people now speaking boldly about the 

wonderful works of God which He had performed through His Son Jesus Christ! 
b. Who were these people anyway? They were Galileans, nobody special. They had not been to the special 

schools of the scribes and Pharisees. They had been simple followers of that Jesus, the one who was 
crucified about fifty days earlier.  

c. Some of the people made fun and said, “These men are full of new wine” (Acts 2:13). But drunkenness 
could not explain this and the people knew it.  

2. But the greatest surprise of all was that these men were speaking foreign languages (“in tongues”). 
a. Remember it was Pentecost. Jews had come from all over the Roman empire. They all knew the language 

of Jerusalem, of course, because they were Jews. 
b. But they were not expecting to hear people speaking in their languages in Jerusalem: if you went to a 

foreign city you would be surprised to hear your own language spoken. 
c. The Pentecostal churches believe that this gift of tongues happens today, but their “speaking in tongues” 

is not the same as this. These are real languages; theirs are just strange noises. Pentecostal missionaries 
still have to learn foreign languages. There is no “gift of foreign languages” today. 

III.  THE RESULT OF PENTECOST 
A. While the people were still wondering about how to explain these signs and some were mocking, Peter 

stood up and preached a sermon. The signs themselves were not enough. Preaching must explain them.  
1. Peter explained that Christ had poured out the Spirit just as He had promised in the prophet Joel. 

a. Since God promised this in the Old Testament, the people should not be surprised, but believe. 
b. The proof was there: God has poured out the Spirit, with signs, and God caused His people to prophesy, 

to speak in His name.  
c. The sound as of a mighty rushing wind, the tongues of fire, and esp. the speaking languages are signs of 

the coming of the Spirit on all flesh, Jews and Gentiles, young and old, men and women. 
2. The Spirit was poured out by Jesus Christ who is now at the Rt. Hand of God in Heaven. 

a. Jesus was a man sent by God, and God had put His stamp of approval on Him by the many miracles Jesus 
did. This proved that Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of God. 

b. But the people were guilty of a terrible sin: they saw His miracles but they rejected Him; they crucified 
Him; they killed Him. 

c. But all this had to happen according to God’s plan: the Messiah must suffer, and then He rose again, and 
now as proof that Jesus has risen and is in Heaven, Jesus poured out His Spirit which they can all see and 
hear.   

B. Through Peter’s sermon the Holy Spirit pricked the hearts of many of the people so that they felt how 
terrible their sins were.  
1. The people now understood that they were horrible sinners. They had killed the Messiah! Could God 

forgive such a sin? 
a. They cried out, “Men and brethren, what shall we do?” (Acts 2:37). 
b. Peter did not say, “Your sin is too great. God will never forgive you.” That is what they deserved to hear. 
c. Peter did not say, “Well, forget about it, but just try your best to be good from now on.” 
d. Instead Peter said, “Repent and be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins, and ye 

shall receive the gift of the Holy Ghost” (Acts 2:38). 
2. And three thousand people repented from their sins, turned to God, believed in Jesus Christ and were 

baptized. 
a. God forgave this wicked sinners on the day of Pentecost. God forgives all sinners, no matter how wicked, 

when they repent and believe in Jesus. 
b. The believers were 120, now they were 3,000 more. That is the power of the Spirit. He works through 

preaching, still today. That is why we must hear the preaching. 
c. The same Holy Spirit is in the church today, working through the preaching. The signs (the sound as of a 

mighty rushing wind, the cloven tongues as of fire and the speaking in languages) no longer happen, but 
the preaching continues. And the book of Acts shows us that preaching as it began in Jerusalem, 
continues into Judea, then into Samaria and unto the uttermost parts of the earth!  

 


