
NT History for Juniors: Lesson 17, “The Early New Testament Church” 

I. THE MIRACLE AT THE BEAUTIFUL GATE  
A. Last week we saw how the New Testament Church began: with the Day of Pentecost. 

1. This was not the beginning of the Church: God had His Church in the Old Testament. 
a. God’s church began with Adam and Eve, and then continued through the lines of Seth, Noah, Shem, 

Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, Israel, all the way to Jesus Christ. 
b. Jesus gathered men & women into His Church during His earthly ministry, but not huge numbers. 
c. On the Day of Pentecost, Christ poured out the HS and the church grew rapidly: 3,000 on one day! 

2. The NT Church began in Jerusalem, the capital city of Israel, where Jesus was crucified and rose from 
the dead. The leaders of the church were the Apostles (Peter, Andrew, James, John, Philip, 
Bartholomew, Thomas, Matthew, James the son of Alphaeus, Judas Thaddeus, Simon the Zealot and 
[as a replacement for Judas Iscariot] Matthias). Later, Paul would be added to this list.  
a. When the people believed in Jesus, they were baptized as a sign of Christ washing away their sins, and 

they joined the Church. They came under the leadership of the Church; they believed the teachings of the 
Apostles, who received that teaching from Christ Himself. 

b. Some of the Apostles – John, Peter and Matthew wrote books of the NT [Paul did too. See later]. 
c. There was great joy in the church: the members loved one another, they prayed together, they believed the 

same teachings, but the church had enemies. The scribes, Pharisees, Sadducees and chief priests who had 
hated and killed Jesus were still there. They wanted to silence the church.  

B. It was the custom of the Apostles to worship God in the temple at Jerusalem. One afternoon, around 3 p.m. 
Peter & John were going to the temple to pray. 
1. As they approached the Temple they saw a man sitting at the Beautiful Gate: he was a beggar. 

a. This was a man who could not work b/c he could not walk. In fact, he had never walked. Every day, his 
family would take him, put him by the temple gate, and there he would ask for money. 

b. When Peter and John came to the temple, the beggar hoped that they might be kind enough to throw a few 
coins in his basket, so that he could buy food. 

c. But Peter said to him, “Look on us.” That must have got his hopes up!  “Silver and gold have I none: but 
such as I have give I to thee. In the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth rise up and walk” (Acts 3:4, 6).  

2. As soon as Peter said that to the beggar, he took hold of the man’s hand, pulled him up, and 
immediately the man received strength in his legs to walk. 
a. What an amazing miracle! This man had never known what it is like to walk. He was now 40 years old 

and had been lame from birth. He had expected from Peter & John only a few coins, but instead he 
received strength to walk (look at the miracle, no stiffness, but instant healing).  

b. The man was so excited that he walked  and jumped for joy, praising God and making a lot of noise in the 
temple. 

c. People came running to see what the noise was and they recognized the man as the beggar. A lame beggar 
walking! But how was this possible? And what did Peter & John have to do with it? 

C. With a crowd gathered around him, John and the beggar, Peter took the opportunity to preach. 
1. The first thing Peter said was that he was not the one whose power had healed the man (v. 12).  

a. The power was God’s, and the man was healed in the name of Jesus. All power belongs to Him. That is 
our confession: all our salvation, any power we have to do anything good is of God, not of us.  

b. God, said Peter, has glorified His Son Jesus by raising Him from the dead, and we are witnesses. 
c. This miracle of the healing of the lame beggar is proof that Jesus is alive. 

2. But Peter also reminded the crowds in Jerusalem that they were guilty of a terrible sin, because they 
had not believed in Jesus the Son of God. 
a. Ye delivered up Jesus to be crucified and even denied Him in the presence of Pilate, even though Pilate 

was determined to let Him go (v. 13). 
b. Ye denied the Holy One and the Just, and desired a murderer to be granted unto you (v. 14). 
c. Ye killed the Prince of Life whom God has raised from the dead (v. 15).  
d. Therefore, repent of these terrible sins, turn to God for mercy, and your sins shall be forgiven.  

II.  PETER AND JOHN ARRESTED: Right in the middle of Peter’s sermon the priests, the captain of the temple 
police and the Sadducees arrived to arrest Peter, John and probably also the beggar. They were angry that 
Peter dared preach about Jesus in Jerusalem. 
A. You would think that the rulers would be pleased that a lame beggar was now healed but they were not. 



1. They were never pleased when Jesus did miracles. Now they were very angry that Peter was doing 
miracles in the name of Jesus, and worse, he was preaching that this Jesus had risen from the dead! 
a. The Sadducees were especially angry because they, unlike the Pharisees, did not believe that resurrection 

is possible. Remember the difference between the Pharisees and the Sadducees.  
b. They certainly did not want the people to believe in Jesus so they arrested the preachers, but there was no 

time for a trial because it was already the middle of the afternoon, so they put them in prison for the night.  
2. These leaders had been the ones who had plotted to kill Jesus. They had hoped that with Jesus dead 

that would be the end of Him but now His followers were preaching that He had risen from the dead! 
a. In fact, thousands of people in Jerusalem were believing in Jesus because of the apostles’ preaching and 

miracles. This had to be stopped! 
b. The next day, the Jewish leaders brought Peter and John out of prison. They put them in the middle of the 

courtroom and demanded that they explain themselves.  “By what power or by what name have ye done 
this?” (Acts 4:7).  

c. Imagine the scene: This was a courtroom. The judge was the high priest, the same high priest who had 
condemned Jesus. Around him sat seventy men, seventy angry men! And in the middle of them all stood 
Peter and John. Compare Peter’s earlier behavior to this: Peter was afraid of a servant girl and denied 
Jesus; now Peter stands boldly before seventy one angry men! What made the difference? The HS!  

B. By the power of the Holy Spirit, Peter preaches to these wicked Jewish leaders in the name of Jesus, the 
very name they hated, they very name they did not want to hear. 
1. Peter tells these men boldly to their face that they are guilty of the blood of Jesus Christ.  

a. “Be it known unto you all and to all the people of Israel, that by the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, 
WHOM YE CRUCIFIED, WHOM GOD RAISED from the dead, even by him doth this man stand here 
before you whole” (Acts 4:10) 

b. You rejected Him but God has made Him the chief cornerstone of the church which He is building. 
c. And there is no salvation in any other. You must believe in Jesus for salvation (Acts 4:12). 

2. It is very difficult to preach to men who are already angry, and to preach a message that men hate. 
a. But this is the message which Peter preached. He preached it by the power of the Holy Spirit. 
b. What would the rulers do? They could not deny the miracle. Everyone knew that the beggar had been 

lame from birth, but they would not believe in Jesus.  
c. So they put the Apostles outside so that they could discuss among themselves what to do.  

C. The Jewish leaders decided to tell Peter and the other disciples to stop preaching in the name of Jesus. 
1. Already 3,000 men had believed in Jesus. After Peter’s miracle and sermon that number became 5,000, 

but the Jewish leaders were afraid that the number would become even greater. 
a. This time the Apostles would not be punished. They would be “let off with a warning.” 
b. The leaders threatened Peter and John and told them very sternly, “No more preaching!” 
c. Surely, they thought, these people will be afraid of us, and will not preach any more. 

2. But Peter said to the Jewish leaders that they could not obey the command not to preach.  
a. It is right to obey men, to obey the government, when that means we do not disobey God, but sometimes 

wicked rulers make laws which we cannot obey because to obey would be to disobey God.  
b. Peter and John answered, “Whether it be right in the sight of God to hearken unto you more than unto 

God judge ye for we cannot but speak the things which we have seen and heard” (Acts 4:19-20).  
III.  THE CHURCH’S RESPONSE 

A. This was the first time that believers in Jesus had got into trouble with the Jewish leaders but it would not 
be the last. After Peter and John were released from prison they reported what had happened to the 
church. 
1. More trouble was coming so the church gathered together to pray. What do you think they prayed for? 
2. They did not pray that the persecution would stop. They did not pray for an easier time. 
3. Instead they prayed for boldness, for courage to preach in the name of Jesus. They knew that they were weak, 

and so they asked for more power from God.  
B. In answer to their prayer, God shook the building in which they had gathered, and they were all filled with 

the Holy Spirit. God gave them what they asked for: boldness to preach Jesus. 
1. The devil’s first attempt to destroy the NT church had failed. Threaten, try to make them afraid! 
2. But the devil would try again to destroy God’s church, next time by craftier means. 

 
 


