
OT History for Juniors: Lesson 11, “FORTY YEARS IN THE WILDERNESS” 

I. INTRODUCTION AND REVIEW  
A. after the death of his own firstborn son, Pharaoh made one last attempt to destroy the people of God. This 

was one more attempt by the devil to destroy the Seed of the woman.  
1. Pharaoh, angry that Moses and the Israelites had escaped, followed them with his army of chariots and horses 

into the wilderness, and found them at the Red Sea 
2. But God opened the Red Sea so that His people could pass thru safely and then He drowned the Egyptians. 

B. God could have taken His people the shortest way from Egypt to Canaan (see map) but God’s people needed 
to learn to trust Him, so He brought them a longer and more difficult way through the wilderness. Their journey 
has three stages. 

II.  THE JOURNEY FROM THE RED SEA TO MOUNT SINAI 
A. The children of Israel were a multitude of some 2 million people with women and children and they were 

called now to trust God for everything.  
1. All they had ever known was the life of a slave; hard work, cruel treatment and now they were free, but 

they were in a wilderness. 
a. A wilderness is a desert, sand, bits of rocks, the odd, dried up tree; and a terribly hot sun.  
b. Israel had to walk for miles and miles, and they did not know where they were going; all they knew was 

that Moses told them to follow him, and God would lead the way. 
c. But they had three things to help them beginning with P. They had the promise of God (God said that He 

would bring them from Egypt to a wonderful land flowing with milk and honey); they had seen the power 
of God (they knew that God was able to do amazing things; they had seen the Red Sea open) and they had 
the presence of God (God was with them; they saw Him in the pillar of cloud. When they saw the cloud 
they saw that God was with them, and the cloud guided them and protected them). But for many of the 
people, the promise, power and presence of God were not enough. 

2. It did not take long for their food to run out; they had brought some out of Egypt, but soon that was 
gone. What would they eat? 
a. They complained to Moses and said, “It would have been better if we had died in Egypt! Why did you 

bring us here to die of starvation.” 
b. God promised to give them bread and told them to wait until the morning. The next day they woke up to 

find the ground covered in a kind of food, a kind of bread but something they had never seen before. They 
called it manna.  

c. But God tested the people: He said, every day you will have manna from heaven. You must gather only 
enough for one day. If you gather more, it will go bad (stink and grow worms), and on the sixth day, you 
must gather enough for two days (and it will not go bad) because there will be none of the seventh day, 
the Sabbath Day of rest. (But the people did not obey; explain).  

3. The people had seen the power of God in giving manna, but then they ran out of water. 
a. But they still did not trust God and the complained to Moses again. Again, they accused Moses, “Why did 

you bring us out of Egypt so that we and our families and our cattle would die of thirst!” 
b. God told Moses to take his rod and to strike the rock, and from the rock a river of water flowed out for the 

people. 
c. It was terrible that the people did not trust God, but are we any better? When things go wrong in our lives, 

do we trust God or do we complain. Because remember that God brings us through difficult ways too.  
The Christian life, the life out of Egypt to Canaan, is hard.  

B. When they reached Mt. Sinai God gave them His Law so that they would know how they must live to please 
Him, and how they must show their thankfulness to Him for saving them.  
1. God told the people that they must prepare for God’s coming to the mountain. 

a. They had to wash themselves and they were not allowed to come near the mountain; anyone who did so 
would be put to death and even if an animal came too close it would be killed too. 

b. Only Moses was allowed to go up into Mount Sinai.  
c. On the third day, God came down from heaven in the midst of thunder, lightning, fire and thick smoke, 

and the whole mountain shook and a voice that sounded like a trumpet was heard; the people shook with 
fear but Moses went up into the Mountain to talk with God.  

2. When Moses was up in the mountain receiving God’s commandments, the people became impatient. 
a. They did not expect Moses to be up in the mountain so long, for 40 days, over a month! 



b. They thought that God must have left them and perhaps Moses had been killed by the fire and the smoke, 
so they turned to Aaron, Moses’ brother.  

c. Make us gods, they said. We want a god we can see, and we want a god who will bring us to the promised 
land, because this Moses fellow, we don’t know what happened to him. What had they forgotten? The 
three P’s.  

d. Aaron should have told the people not to be so wicked, but Aaron made for them a god out of their golden 
jewelry; it was a Golden Calf, like the calf that the Egyptians worshipped, and they were so pleased with 
it, that they danced naked around it.  

3. God was very angry with the people and He said He would destroy the people, but Moses prayed for 
the people. 
a. God did not destroy the people, but He did punish some of them.  
b. Moses came down from the mountain, smashed the tables of stone, and burned the Golden Calf and made 

them drink it, and three thousand men were killed by Moses and the Levites.  
c.  God had been very patient with the people. They had complained. He fed them. But now was time for 

punishment. Yet, God was merciful. He would not destroy them. Why? Because of His promise. 
C. Their journey from Mount Sinai to the border of Canaan. 

1. The people marched from Sinai through the wilderness and again fell into sinful complaining.  
a. When God heard their complaining, He sent a fire into the camp, and burned up some of the people. 

Moses prayed to God and the fire stopped burning. 
b. But even that did not end their complaining – God’s promise, God’s power, God’s presence and God’s 

punishments – and the people started complaining this time about the manna: Oh, they said, when we 
were in Egypt we had so many good things to eat, and now all we have is this manna, and we are sick of 
it! God heard their cries and promised to give them meat; and he sent a wind which brought quails – little 
birds- which landed on the earth all around them (find pic).  

c. But as soon as they started eating the quails, God sent a terrible plague upon them and many died. 
d. Soon after this, Miriam, Moses’ sister, became jealous of Moses’ leadership and God struck her with 

leprosy seven days.  
2. As they approached the border of the land of Canaan, in a place called Kadesh-Barnea, Moses sent out 

spies to see the land. 
a. There were 12 spies for the 12 tribes of Israel and the spies came back with a report about the land, “It is a 

wonderful land, just as God said. It flows with milk & honey. Look at the grapes we brought back! BUT 
… we saw the people who live there. They live in cities with thick, high walls. We will never take the 
land. Gants live there.” But two of the spies said, “God is with us. We can take it” (Joshua and Caleb). 

b. The people cried all night, God has brought us out of Egypt to kill us and our children. We will die by the 
sword. Let us go back to Egypt. Let’s find a leader.”  

c. God was angry because they did not believe Him.  He punished them. They would die in the wilderness 
as they had said. All of them 20 years and upwards would die in the wilderness. Only the young people & 
children would survive AND Joshua and Caleb. For forty years they would wander in the wilderness until 
all that generation were dead. And off they marched into the wilderness. They had forgotten the three P’s. 

III.  THEIR FORTY YEARS WANDERING IN THE WILDERNESS  
A. After the terrible events in Kadesh Barnea there were more problems. 

1. First, there was the question of Moses as Leader. 
a. Some of the people blamed Moses for what had happened, and were jealous that he was leader. 

Especially, Korah, Dathan and Abiram. 
b. In response to their sin, God opened the earth and swallowed them alive. 

2. The people again complained about the food and God sent serpents to bite them 
a. Moses made a serpent of brass and when people looked at it they were saved. 
b. That was a picture of Jesus Christ to come 

B. But Moses and Aaron sinned too. 
1. The people complained again that there was no water; and God again pointed Moses to the Rock. He told 

Moses to take his rod, speak to the rod, and water would come out. 
2. But Moses was so angry that he said, “Hear now, ye rebels, must we fetch you water out of this rock?” (Num. 

20:10) and he HIT the rock with his rod. God was displeased and said that because of this sin Moses and 
Aaron would not be allowed into Canaan. 

3. Moses died on a Mountain looking into Canaan, but God’s promise to the people would still come true. A 
new leader was chosen, Joshua, and he would lead the people into Canaan.  


