
OT History for Juniors: Lesson 12, “ISRAEL ENTERS CANAAN”  

I. INTRODUCTION AND REVIEW  
A. What were the three stages of journeys from Egypt to Canaan? First, Red Sea to Sinai; second, Sinai to the 

border of Canaan (Kadesh-Barnea); third, forty years wandering in the wilderness. 
B. What three P’s did the Israelites fail to remember? Promise, Power, Presence.  

1. Remember they complained that they had no food (manna); they complained they had no water (from the 
Rock); they complained that Moses had left them (Golden Calf). 

2. Why did most of the people who left Egypt not enter the Promised Land? (Unbelief! The evil report).  
3. Why did Moses not enter the Promised Land? (He struck the Rock instead of speaking to it). 

II.  WITH THE DEATH OF MOSES, JOSHUA WOULD LEAD THE PEOP LE INTO THE PROMISED LAND.  
A. God promised to give them the land of Canaan, but they would have to fight for it. 

1. The people of Canaan came from the line of Noah’s son, Ham, and were cursed, but they were mighty; God 
promised that He would be with His people and give them victory. 

2. God said that the people must not worship the gods of the Canaanites, they must not marry them, they must 
not be friends with them. They must destroy all of them.  

B. The first city which the people had to conquer was Jericho, a city with high stone walls.  
1. [Spies] Joshua sent two men to spy out Jericho, to see what kind of city it was. 

a. The two men came to Jericho and stayed at a woman’s house; she was called Rahab. 
b. She hid the spies in her roof, and when the men of the king of Jericho came to ask where the men went 

she sent them in a different direction.  
c. When the men had gone, she called Joshua’s men and she told them that she had heard about the God of 

Israel, what He had done to Egypt, what He had done to the Red Sea. She told them that the people of 
Jericho were very frightened of the God of Israel. 

d. But Rahab asked the spies. “When the Lord gives Jericho to you – I know He will; He is the God of the 
heaven and the earth – remember me and my family and save us alive.” What amazing faith – the spies 
promised Rahab that her family would be spared if they all stayed in the one house and tied a piece of red 
thread in the window as a sign. [Let them down thru window] 

2. [Report] The spies came back with news: Jericho have shut themselves behind their walls.  
a. They are afraid of us. God will give us the city.  
b. Notice how much faith they have unlike their parents who had refused to believe Joshua and Caleb about 

40 years before.  
3. [Crossing] But in order to get to Jericho, the people had to cross the Jordan River, and it was at that 

time of the year when it was deepest and widest, impossible for all those people to cross.  
a. [Explain the Ark of the Covenant] The Israelites had a large wooden box covered in gold, on which two 

golden angels were sitting; inside it was the Law of God, and it was kept in the tabernacle. It was an 
important symbol of God’s presence and only the priests were allowed near it. It was called the Ark of the 
Covenant and the priests carried it. 

b. The Lord commanded the priests to take the Ark and walk before the people. As the people followed, the 
waters of the Jordan River parted so that the people walked through on dry land; the priests stood there 
until everyone had crossed. The priests took twelve stones from the river as a memorial.  

c. When the people in Jericho heard that they were even more frightened. What kind of power! 
C. Jericho stood before the people like a huge fortress. How were they ever to get inside?  

1. The Lord commanded Joshua what he must do. 
a. Priests must carry the Ark on the special poles made for it. Behind them, seven priests must blow seven 

trumpets of rams’ horns. With the priests the armed men must walk before the Ark. Behind the Ark the 
rest of the people must walk, silently, not saying a word.  

b. The armed men, the priests with the Ark, the priests with the trumpets and all the people must walk 
around the city of Jericho. The priests must blow the trumpets but the people must say nothing. They 
must do this every day for six days. 

c. On the seventh day, they must do the same thing, except on the seventh day, they most go around Jericho 
seven times, after which they must shout very loudly. 

d. So they did, while the people of Jericho watched, wondering. On the seventh day, they shouted, and the 
walls of Jericho fell down flat, all the wall except the part on which Rahab’s house was built. Rahab’s 
house was safe and so were all her family. The rest of the city was destroyed. 

2. But, again, there was sin found among the people. 



a. After the great victory over Jericho, Joshua and his men tried to attack Ai, a much smaller town, and they 
thought they would not need many men to conquer it, two or three thousand would do. 

b. But, instead of winning the battle of Ai, the people were chased away by the men of Ai and 36 men died. 
The people of Israel were terrified – is this a sign that God is not with us; will our enemies be able to 
destroy us after all? And Joshua sat on ground with his clothes torn all day. 

c. God told him to get up. Israel has sinned and that is why they could not stand before enemies.  
d. Before the battle of Jericho Joshua had told everyone that the entire city was to be destroyed and all the 

gold was to be put into the treasury of the Lord, but someone in the camp had stolen it. That was why the 
battle of Ai had been such a disaster. That is why 36 men had died.  

3. A man called Achan had seen some things in Jericho and he took them. 
a. There was silver, gold and some beautiful clothing. He looked at them, he wanted them and he took them, 

but would he admit his sin? 
b.  In the morning everyone had to appear before Joshua and God would reveal who the thief was. Describe 

the process – first tribe, then family, then immediate family and finally Achan. 
c. Achan had to admit what he did and God commanded Achan to be stoned to death, and a big pile of 

stones was built over him. 
d. With sin dealt with in the camp, Joshua was able to take Ai.  

III.  THE GIBEONITES 
A. When the kings of the Canaanites saw how strong Joshua’s army was, they decided to join together in 

battle. But one city, Gibeon refused.  They understood that they could never win in a battle against Israel. 
They saw that Israel had destroyed Jericho and Ai. 
1. They had a clever plan. 

a. They pretended to be messengers from a far country: old sacks upon their donkeys, and wore old clothes 
and shoes, and brought dry and mouldy bread, and pretended to come from a far country. 

b. When they came to Joshua, they said, Make an agreement with us. Let us be your friends. And do not 
come against us in war and help us when someone attacks us. We have heard of your God, what He did in 
Egypt, what He did to the many kings who came against you. And so we decided to come to you and 
offer to be your servants.  

c.  At first Joshua did not believe them. How do we know you do not live here in Canaan?. Our God told us 
not to make agreements with Canaanites. “Look at our clothes and our food. We have come from a far 
journey.” So, Joshua believed them and agreed to a treaty.  

2. But Joshua made a terrible mistake and did not ask the Lord.  
a. But three days later they discovered that Gibeon had tricked them – but they did not kill them because 

they had sworn to protect them. 
b. Instead, the Gibeonites became servants – they chopped wood and fetched water for the people.  

B. When the other Canaanites heard what Gibeon had done five kings came up in war against them. 
1. The Gibeonites sent messengers to Joshua: come and help us; your servants are in danger. 
2. Joshua and all his men came against the five kings and God appeared to Joshua – Fear not, for I have 

delivered them into your hand.  
3. To show Joshua that God was for him to give him victory two things happened  

a. First, God sent gigantic hailstones which killed more of the Canaanites than Joshua did. 
b. Second, God caused the sun and moon to stand still so that the day would be longer so that Joshua could 

have enough time to finish fighting before dark.  
IV.  BY THE END OF JOSHUA’S LIFE MUCH OF THE LAND HAD BE EN WON AND IT WAS DIVIDED 

AMONG THE PEOPLE.  
A. Reuben, Gad and half of Manasseh received the part east of the Jordan River. 
B. The Levites did not receive any land because they had the blessing of serving God in His tabernacle but God gave 

the Levites cities throughout Israel to live in. 
C. The rest of the land was divided. The land was given as a free gift b/c of promise to Abraham. This was another 

victory for the Seed of the woman over the seed of the serpent. Gen. 3:15!  


