
OT History for Juniors: Lesson 14, “THE JUDGES (Jephthah and Samson) 

I. INTRODUCTION AND REVIEW  
A. Remember the period of the judges is marked by apostasy (turning away from God). 

1. In those days, people did whatever they thought was right and did not have a king to rule them. 
2. Because the people had forgotten the Lord and what He had done, they worshipped idols. 
3. The cycle was apostasy (sin), chastisement, repentance, and deliverance 

B. Which Judges did God send? 
1. How did Judge Ehud deliver Israel from the Moabites? 
2. How did Judge Deborah and Barak deliver Israel from the Jabin and Sisera? 
3. How did Judge Gideon deliver Israel from the Midianites? 

II.  JEPHTHAH 
A. After Gideon, the children of Israel sinned again. This time they sinned worse than before. 

1. They worshipped many different gods of all the nations around them. 
2. God sent two different enemies upon them, the Ammonites and the Philistines.  
3.  Israel cried to God but God said, “Did I not deliver you already from the Egyptians and from all your other 

enemies? Did I not deliver you by sending Judges but you have worshipped false gods again? Go and cry to 
the gods you have chosen and see if they will save you!” Israel put away their idols and God heard their cry 
and sent them a deliver called Jephthah.  

B. The children of Israel came and asked Jephthah to be their leader. Now the people had been mean to 
Jephthah before this but he agreed to help. 
1. He sent messengers to the king of Ammonites but the king would not listen so Jephthah came in war 

against Ammon. 
a. Before he went to war, the Spirit of God came upon him and he made a promise to God, “If you will give 

me victory over Ammon, whatever comes first out of my house to meet me shall be the Lord’s.” 
b. God gave a great victory to Jephthah and when he came home his only daughter came out to meet him, 

dancing and playing music.  
2. Jephthah kept his promise  

a. He gave his daughter to the Lord so that she never married.  
b. Poor Jephthah never had any more children or grandchildren and his name would not remain in Israel, but 

he loved God’s people enough to make that sacrifice.  
C. But there was trouble after the battle. 

1. The men of Ephraim, who were Israelites, were jealous that they had not been called to help fight. They 
were not pleased that they did not get any glory.  
a. The Ephraimites came to Jephthah, “Why did you not call us? We will burn your house down.” 
b. So Jephthah called the men on the East of Jordan to fight against the Ephraimites and the Ephraimites 

tried to escape across the Jordan but the men of Jephthah got there first and blocked the River. 
2. When the men of Ephraim tried to pass over the River Jordan, the men of Jephthah gave them a test.  
3. It was like a password. Say Shibboleth!  But the men of Ephraim could not pronounce Shibboleth, so they 

said Sibboleth. And 42000 died. 
III.  SAMSON 

A. The enemy of Samson was the Philistines who did evil to Israel for 40 years 
1. But God cared for His people and prepared a deliverer for them whose name was Samson. 

a. There was a man called Manoah whose wife could not have children. The angel of the Lord came to her 
and told her that she would have a son who would begin to deliver Israel from the Philistines.  

b. Samson would be a Nazarite, one specially holy to the Lord. As a sign that Samson was holy to the Lord 
he could not eat grapes or drink wine, he could not touch dead bodies, and he must not cut his hair. The 
third was especially important for Samson. 

c. Samson’s mother never drank wine when she was pregnant. And she never cut Samson’s hair. 
2. But although Samson was a mighty man, and could deliver God’s people, he was not always holy in his 

life. There is more to holiness than not cutting hair. Samson had to learn this. 
a. Samson’s great sin was his love for the women of the Philistines. In fact, he wanted to marry a Philistine 

woman. His parents were against it but he insisted.  
b. When he came down to visit the girl a lion jumped out upon him, and Samson killed the lion by ripping it 

in pieces with his bare hands! Later when he was walking home one day he saw the lion and in it a swarm 
of bees had built a nest. There was honey in the lion’s carcass. So Samson took some of the honey to eat.  



c. Later Samson had a feast for his new wife and her friends and he said, “I have a riddle for you. You have 
seven days. If you cannot solve it you must give me 30 changes of clothing and if you solve it I will give 
you 30 changes.” Here it is, “OUT OF THE EATER CAME FORTH MEAT AND OUT OF THE 
STRONG CAME FORTH SWEETNESS.” The Philistines could not solve the riddle, so they asked 
Samson’s wife: Tell us the riddle or we will kill you and your father. And when Samson’s wife 
complained to him he told her and she told them [explain riddle]. 

d. Samson got the Philistines 30 changes of clothing [fancy outfits] but he did it by killing 30 Philistine men. 
But when Samson was away, his father in law gave his wife to another man. Samson was so angry that he 
caught 300 foxes, tied their tails together and burned the Philistines’ crops. In revenge the Philistines 
killed Samson’s wife and father in law.  

B. After this, Samson became the great enemy of Philistines and God used him to destroy them. 
1. Look at some of the mighty victories 

a. After the death of his wife and father in law Samson slaughtered a great many Philistines. 
b. But the people of Israel were not happy with what Samson was doing. They were afraid that the 

Philistines would punish them, so they came to him and said, “Let us bind you and deliver you to the 
Philistines.” Imagine that! The deliverer that God gave they reject! They prefer to be the slaves of the 
Philistines than thank God for the deliverance God sends! 

c. Samson allowed the people of Israel to bring him bound to the Philistines but breaks the ropes and 
although he was surrounded by Philistines he kills 1000 men with the jawbone of an ass. After the battle 
God miraculously gave Samson water to quench his thirst from the dry jawbone. 

d. Later Samson went to the city of Gaza. The Philistines had him surrounded and said, “When it is morning 
we will kill him.” But Samson woke up and carried the gates, the posts and the bars of the gate on his 
shoulders and carried them to the top of the hill  (about 20 miles). 

2. The Philistines began to get terribly worried. Before this they had been able to do evil to the Israelites. 
Now God had sent a great mighty man to destroy them. But the Philistines knew Samson’s weakness. It 
was women. He loved a woman called Delilah.  
a. The lords or leaders of the Philistines came to Delilah and said, “Find out from Samson why he is strong 

so we can capture him. And if you find out, we will give you each 1100 pieces of silver.” And so Delilah 
agrees. This shows that she does not love Samson. She loves money.  

b. So Delilah tries to find out the secret of Samson’s strength: She asks him, “Tell me.” Samson says, “All 
you have to do is tie me with seven green ropes [not dried] and I will be like any other man.” So Delilah 
tied him up, and the Philistines were hiding in wait. “Samson, the Philistines are upon thee!” But Samson 
broke the ropes [Then seven new ropes (never used); then weaved in his hair into a loom; but always 
Samson teased Delilah by telling her the wrong answer. But, Delilah kept crying. Tell me, tell me]. 

c. Soon, Samson told her everything. He told her that he was a Nazarite and if his hair is cut off he will be 
weak like other men. Delilah knew that this was the truth and so he made Samson sleep on her knees and 
he called for a man to cut off Samson’s hair. Then she called, “Samson, the Philistines be upon thee!” But 
this time God had left him! The Philistines did not kill Samson. They captured him, they put his eyes out, 
and put him in their prison. There he had to grind corn like an ox. Now the Philistines thought they would 
have no more trouble from Samson.  

3. Now Samson was weak and blind in the prison house of the Philistines.  
a. God put him there. Why? Because of his sins with Philistine women he could not live in freedom. Sins 

have consequence even for mighty men like Samson. He was a Nazarite but did not live as a holy man.  
b. The Philistines believed that their god had given them a great victory and they decided to make a feast to 

their god and to make fun of Samson. But in the prison house Samson’s hair was beginning to grow back. 
c. When the Philistines brought Samson out to make fun of him he prayed to God to give him strength one 

last time. He asked a young man to bring him to the pillars of the temple, he leaned upon the pillars and 
he pushed the whole temple down on top of the ungodly Philistines. And in dying he killed more 
Philistines than during his life.  

C. [Lessons] That was the period of the Judges. 
1. The lesson is that God keeps His promises even when God’s people are not faithful, but God does not allow 

His people to sin without consequences. 
2. The lesson is that the people of Israel need to have a king. “In those days there was no king in Israel; every 

man did that which was right in his own eyes.” 
3. But the king they need is Jesus Christ. And before He comes, the people ask for their own king. We will see 

that next week, DV.  


