
OT History for Juniors: Lesson 15, “KING SAUL.” 

I. INTRODUCTION AND REVIEW  
A. In the last two lessons we saw the cycle of the Judges 

1. We saw that Israel sin, then God sends trouble upon them (an enemy), then they repent and cry out to God, 
then God sends a judge to deliver them, and then they sin again! 

2. We looked at examples of Judges: Ehud (stabbed Eglon), Barak (destroyed Jabin and Sisera’s mighty 
chariots), Gideon (defeated the Midianites with only 300 men), Jephthah (defeated the Ammonites) and 
Samson (defeated the Philistines single-handedly).  

B. At the end of the Judges, God gave them a Judge and prophet called Samuel 
1. But when Samuel became too old to lead them, the people asked for a king. They wanted a king so that they 

could be like the other nations.  
2. Samuel told them that their request was wicked; they were rejecting God. They did not want to turn from their 

sins but they wanted a king to fight for them. 
3. But the people insisted and Samuel said that God would give them a king, just as they asked, but that king 

would not be the answer. That king was Saul.  
II.  SAUL’S RISE TO POWER 

A.  One day, Saul’s father’s donkeys went missing and Saul was sent to look for them.  
1. When he came to the city where Samuel the prophet was, he decided to ask Samuel to ask the Lord. Samuel 

told him not to worry about the donkeys – they had been found – but to come to a Feast. 
2. There Samuel told Saul that the Lord had chosen Saul to be king of Israel.  
3. Samuel told the people that this was the man God had chosen, but he warned them that they must be faithful 

to God or they and their king would perish. Saul went back to his work. He did nothing as the king for a while  
B. Saul’s first opportunity to show himself to be king came when the Ammonites attacked Jabesh-Gilead.  

1. Jephthah had fought against the Ammonites but they came back and this time they surrounded the city of 
Jabesh-Gilead. 

2. The men of Jabesh-Gilead asked the Ammonites to accept a bargain, and the Ammonites laughed, “Here’s the 
bargain. I will pluck out all your right eyes and you will be my one-eyed slaves.” 

3. When the men of Jabesh-Gilead heard this, they asked for 7 days and sent messengers thru all Israel asking 
for help. Saul was in the field when the messengers came. When he heard it, he took his two oxen, cut them in 
pieces and sent them throughout all Israel, and said, “This will happen to the oxen of whomever does not go 
in battle with Saul and Samuel and save Jabesh Gilead.” A great army followed Saul, surprised the 
Ammonites in the middle of the night and killed them all.  

4. The people all welcomed Saul as their king, but Samuel reminded them that they had sinned in asking for a 
king. To show God’s anger, Samuel called rain down upon their harvest. The people were frightened and 
turned from their sins. He warned them that they and their king must obey God.  

III.  SAUL’S SINS 
A. Disobeys God in his wars 

1. The Philistines were still the enemies of God’s people, and Samuel told Saul to go fight against them, 
but he was not to start fighting for seven days until Samuel came to offer a sacrifice.  
a. While Saul waited the people became impatient, some became very frightened when they saw the huge 

Philistine army, so Saul decided he could not wait and offered the sacrifice himself. 
b. As soon as Saul had finished offering the sacrifice, Samuel arrived! Samuel told Saul that he had been 

very foolish. Because of his disobedience, Saul’s kingdom would not last. 
2. Later, God commanded Saul to destroy ALL the Amalekites because these were great enemies of God’s 

people – he must kill all, leave none alive and destroy all their animals. 
a. Saul did what he was told – he killed all the Amalekites but he decided to keep King Agag alive, and to 

keep the best of the sheep and oxen for a sacrifice. 
b. When Samuel arrived, Saul said, “Blessed be thou of the LORD: I have performed the commandment of 

the LORD.”  
c. But Samuel was not impressed. He asked, “What does this bleating of sheep mean …?” Oh, said Saul, we 

kept the best for a sacrifice. Then Samuel said, “Behold to obey is better than sacrifice.” 
d. Because of this, God rejected Saul from being king. Saul took hold of Samuel’s robe and a bit tore off. 

“The LORD hath rent the kingdom of Israel from thee this day.” (Samuel killed Agag).  
3.  After God rejected Saul, Samuel went to anoint David as king, but he did it in secret. 



a. Saul became more and more depressed, and God sent an evil spirit to make Saul miserable, but in his 
misery he was not sorry for his sins. He just felt sorry for himself. 

b. His servants looked for someone who could play music to help him. David came to the palace and played 
for Saul. 

B. PERSECUTION OF DAVID 
1. Several years passed, and Saul was in trouble again. This time the Philistines had returned with a giant 

called Goliath. 
a. None of the Israelites dared fight Goliath, but David killed the giant with a sling and stone. 
b. The women of Israel sang songs about the victory. These songs made Saul jealous. 
c. One day when David was playing music for Saul, Saul become very angry and threw his spear at David, 

trying to kill him. 
d. Later, Saul gave David his daughter Michal to be his wife but tried to get David killed in fighting the 

Philistines. None of these schemes worked.  
2. David and Jonathan, Saul’s sons, were good friends. Jonathan spoke to his father on David’s behalf but 

Saul was very angry and Jonathan told David he should flee. 
a. David fled to the city of Nob, where he met the priest. The priest gave him bread and a sword. 
b. One of Saul’s servants saw what had happened and told Saul. Saul murdered 85 priests and destroyed the 

city of Nob. Only one priest, Abiathar, escaped to tell David. 
3. For several years, Saul and his men chased David around Israel, trying to kill him. But God had chosen 

David to be the next king. David knew this and Saul guessed this. 
a. David trusted that God would make him king and he dared not kill Saul.  
b. David had two opportunities to kill Saul but he did not: 1) The first was in a cave. Saul was alone, and his 

men told him to kill Saul but David did not. Instead, he cut off the edge of Saul’s robe and snuck away. 
Then he called to Saul – why are you chasing me? Look, I could have killed you! 2) The second was in 
the open field. Saul and his men were sleeping outside and David’s men came across them. They said, 
Kill Saul! But David said no. Instead, he snuck into the camp of Saul, took Saul’s spear and jug of water 
and crept away. Then he called to Saul from across the mountain.  

c. At the end, David went to live among the Philistines for a while, and Saul could not find him and gave up 
looking. Meanwhile Samuel died an old man.  

IV.  SAUL’S END 
A. Saul had been rejected as king but the Philistines were still coming against Israel. 

1. Saul did not know what to do. He tried to contact God. But there was no prophet and God would not answer 
him. That is b/c Saul never turned from his sins.  

2. Because he was afraid, he knew there only one person who could tell him the will of God – Samuel! 
3. But to contact the dead was forbidden, a terrible sin. But Saul did not care. He disguised himself and went in 

the middle of the night to Endor, where he found a witch. He asked her to help him contact Samuel.  
4. When Samuel appeared the witch was terrified; Saul fell to the ground and Samuel told him that since God 

had rejected him, he had no good news for Saul. Saul, his sons would die and the Philistines would win the 
battle the next day. 

B. The next day the battle against the Philistines was a disaster 
1. The Philistines had a great victory. They killed Saul’s sons, incl. Jonathan, shot an arrow at Saul and he was 

wounded. Instead of allowing the Philistines to kill him he asked his servant to kill him. When the servant 
refused, Saul fell on his own sword and killed himself.  

2. The Philistines took Saul’s body, cut off his head, and hanged it in their city, but the men of Jabesh Gilead 
travelled all night to fetch the body as a last act of gratitude to Saul. That was the sad end of the king. 

3. But God had a better king in mind, a king He was already preparing while Saul lay dead on Mt. Gilboa. 


