
OT History for Juniors: Lesson 16, “KING DAVID.” 

I. INTRODUCTION AND REVIEW  
A. Why did God’s people ask for a king? 

1. Who was their first king? Saul!  
2. Why did God reject him from being king? What sins? (offered sacrifice, spared the Amalekites, persecuted 

David and consulted a witch). 
3. How did Saul’s kingship end? 

B. Whom did God choose to be king instead of Saul? David! 
1. Remember that Samuel anointed him king.  
2. And David showed that he was a true believer. He trusted God to deliver Israel from Goliath; he trusted God 

to give him the kingdom without ever daring to kill Saul [although he had opportunity]. 
II.  DAVID’S RISE TO POWER 

A. David took no part in the battle in which Saul was killed, but he waited for news.  
1. A young man of the Amalekites came with news. I saw Saul on the Mountain, he said. And he was injured 

and he told me to kill him, and I did, and here is his crown. When David and his men heard this, they tore 
their clothes and wept all day. 

2. After this, David had the man put to death because he said that he had killed the Lord’s Anointed. 
3. David’s tribe, the men of Judah, anointed David king at Hebron. 

B. But, most of the men of Israel did not accept David as king. Instead, they took Ishbosheth, the son of Saul 
and made him king. This was in disobedience to God because God said David was king.  
1. Ishbosheth was a weak man and the real power behind him was Abner, the captain of Saul’s army.  
2. For seven years there were two kings. David ruled over Judah and Ishbosheth ruled over Israel. David’s men 

were mightier than the men of Ishbosheth. The captain of David’s army was Joab.  
3. During one of the battles, Abner killed Joab’s brother, Asahel (describe).  
4. Abner argued with Ishbosheth and said that he would bring the men of Israel back to David. When Abner 

came to talk to David, David received him gladly, but Joab followed Abner and killed him. 
5. After the death of Abner, Ishbosheth had no power left. Two of his servants killed him and brought the head 

to David. David had them put to death. He did not approve of their evil deed.  
6. With Ishbosheth dead, David was crowned king over Judah and Israel. 

III.  DAVID’S GREAT DEEDS 
A. Under King David, Israel became a mighty nation. 

1. One of David’s first acts was to make Jerusalem his capital city. Jerusalem was on a high, rocky mountain 
and the men who lived there laughed at David. Even the lame and the blind will be able to defend this city, 
they said.  David’s mighty men conquered it and he built his palace there. 

2. With David as king, the people of Israel did not need to fear their enemies. David was a mighty warrior. Saul 
was mighty too, but while he ruled the Philistines and others were always attacking Israel. Not so when David 
was king. 

3. When David was king the other nations became the servants of Israel and David. David was able to make his 
borders larger and the other countries round about (Moab, Ammon, Syria and others) brought gifts to David 
because they feared him. God was with David, giving him victory.  

4. One example of this: when the Ammonite king died, David sent messengers to Ammon to offer his sympathy 
to the new king on the death of his father. The Ammonites took David’s messengers, shaved their beards 
down the middle and cut off half of their clothes so that their bare bottoms were showing and sent them away. 
The men were so ashamed that David told them to wait until their beards were grown. Then he came in battle 
against the Ammonites and beat them. 

B. David was very zealous for the worship of God 
1. First, we know that David wrote many of the Psalms. He loved to praise God. 
2. Second, he brought the Ark to Jerusalem so that the tabernacle could be in the capital city. But he made a 

terrible mistake the first time and Uzzah died (explain). The second time he did it correctly and there was 
great joy in Jerusalem as the Ark came to be there. David danced before the Lord.  

3. Third, when David was settled in Jerusalem he thought that it was not good for the Ark to be in a tent. He 
wanted to build a temple for the Ark of God. God said that David would not build Him a temple but that 
David’s son Solomon would build the temple. 

4. Fourth, God promised to David that his sons would always be on the throne and that the Christ, the promised 
Seed of the woman would come from his family. That is the importance of David. Saul did not have this 



promise. God cut Saul off, but David had this promise and God would keep that promise all the way to Jesus 
Christ. 

IV.  DAVID’S SINS (the difference between David’s sins and Saul’s sins is that he repented …). 
A. David’s first terrible sin was with Bathsheba 

1. One evening when David’s army was fighting the enemy, David was alone on the roof of his palace and he 
saw a beautiful woman having a bath. When he asked about her, he was told, she is the wife of Uriah, the 
Hittite. But David wanted her and so he took her and slept with her. But she became pregnant. 

2. To try to hide his sin, he called Uriah from the battle. But Uriah would not go home to be with his wife. David 
wrote a letter to Joab telling him to put Uriah in the worst part of the battle so that he would be killed. 

3. When Uriah was killed, David took Bathsheba to be his wife. 
4. After many months, God sent Nathan the prophet (describe the story [Thou art the man], David’s repentance, 

the baby’s death). God said that trouble would never leave David’s house. But, God gave David and 
Bathsheba another son, called Solomon. He would be the next king.  

B. Trouble in David’s family 
1. Amnon was David’s eldest son.  And Amnon had a half-sister called Tamar. This Tamar was a sister to 

Absalom. Amnon pretended to be sick and asked for Tamar to be sent to be his nurse. When they were alone, 
Amnon forced Tamar into his bed and slept with her. It was a terrible sin. David was angry but he did nothing 
to Amnon. Absalom, Tamar’s sister, planned to murder him and did two years later. 

2. After the murder, Absalom ran away and after many years he returned. But now he made a plot to become 
king instead of his father David. David had to flee Jerusalem for his life. Some of David’s best friends took 
Absalom’s side.  

3. But Absalom’s army was destroyed by David’s mighty men who left Jerusalem with him. Absalom himself 
got caught in a tree by his hair and Joab killed him. David was very upset but David had his kingdom back.  

C. Near the end of his time as king, David sinned again. 
1. David had a mighty kingdom, mighty man, a great army and when he saw it, he was filled with pride. He 

forgot that God had taken him from being a shepherd and that he did not deserve to be king. It was God’s 
power that made him king. 

2. David told Joab to count the army. Joab did not want to, bur David insisted. When they counted the army, the 
found that David had many hundreds of thousands of soldiers. 

3. God was angry with David and he gave him a choice of punishment: famine, war or plague. David chose 
plague and 70 000 men died! The plague only ended when David made a sacrifice on the place where the 
temple would be built.  

4. David was a godly man, a man who loved God and trusted in him, but he was not perfect. When he sinned he 
repented and God forgave him.  

 


