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Lesson 22 (Juniors): “From Hezekiah to Captivity” (Reformation but too late) 

I. REFORMATION UNDER HEZEKIAH (short lived) 
A. Last week we saw the folly of good king Jehoshaphat in his friendship with the house of Ahab. 

1. His folly led him first to arrange a royal marriage between his son Jehoram and Ahab’s daughter 
Athaliah.  
a. This was a disaster, first, in Jehoram’s life: his wife taught him to sin. His sins were many (he murdered 

all his brothers with the sword). God’s judgment on him was severe: his sons were all destroyed (except 
Ahaziah) by Philistines, and he died of a disease of the bowels. 

b. This was a disaster, second, in his grandson, Ahaziah’s life: his mother taught him to sin and after only 
one years he was killed when Jehu destroyed the house of Ahab. 

2. His folly nearly got him killed when he agreed to help Ahab fight the Syrians in Ramoth-Gilead 
a. He did not listen to the only true prophet of the Lord, Micaiah, whom Ahab had in prison. 
b. He agreed to wear his robes while Ahab disguised himself as a common soldier. 
c. Only by God’s mercy on him and God judgment on Ahab was Jehoshaphat spared.  

3. His folly almost led to the destruction of the Old Testament Church and the end of Christ’s line.  
a. With the death of her husband Jehoram and her son Ahaziah Athaliah took the throne. Her first act was to 

murder all of her grandchildren. 
b. If she had succeeded the line of David would have been killed and Christ could not have come. 
c. But God preserved that line through baby Joash who himself turned out to be ungodly.  

B. The history of Judah, like Israel, is one of apostasy. The people turned away from God, from His worship 
and only a few of the kings tried to bring the people back to the worship of God.  
1. We will look at two kings in particular who tried t o bring reformation to Judah: Hezekiah and Josiah. 

a. Reformation means to bring the church back to the true worship of God after it has turned away. 
b. Reformation was needed in Hezekiah’s day because his father had been Ahaz. Ahaz was one of the worst 

kings of Judah: he worshipped Baal, he sacrificed his own children to Molech, he built heathen altars and 
he closed down God’s temple. 

c. When his father died Hezekiah became king and started a great work of reformation.  
2. Hezekiah’s reformation started with the reopening and repairing of the temple in Jerusalem. 

a. That was the first thing that Hezekiah did. For him that was the most important thing.  
b. Then he destroyed all the images in the land of Judah. 
c. Then he commanded the priests to celebrate the Passover Feast; this was the Feast the people had kept in 

Egypt and they were supposed to keep it every year, but for a long time no one had kept it. Hezekiah 
made a great Passover and he even sent messengers into Israel to invite them but most people in Israel 
laughed at Hezekiah’s messengers and didn’t come. 

3. There were two great events in the life of Hezekiah. 
a. First, the Assyrians came up against Jerusalem, surrounded it and wanted to destroy. They had already 

destroyed Israel (the Northern Kingdom) and now they wanted to destroy Jerusalem. 
b. But Hezekiah prayed to the Lord and God saved Jerusalem by killing 185000 Assyrians 
c. The other event was a message by Isaiah the prophet that Hezekiah would die. When Hezekiah heard that 

message he wept and the Lord added 15 years to his life. Why?  Because he had no son and without a son 
the line of Christ would not continue. 

d. Later, sadly, Hezekiah became proud. When Hezekiah was healed, the Babylonians sent messengers to 
congratulate him. And Hezekiah showed the visitors all of his riches. The prophet said to him that God 
would give all those riches into the hand of the Babylonians.   

4. But reformation was short lived because Hezekiah’s son Manasseh was very wicked. 
a. He reversed all the good Hezekiah had done: he rebuilt pagan altars, he sacrificed his own children in the 

fire, he filled Jerusalem with blood. In judgment upon Manasseh God brought Babylon against him and 
he was imprisoned. Manasseh was led off in chains with a hook in his nose. In prison he remembered 
God, turned from his wicked ways and God brought him back to Jerusalem.  

b.  After his return from prison he did repair the temple and destroy idolatry but too late. 
c. Manasseh’s son Amon was wicked like Manasseh but he did not repent. He ruled 2 years because his 

servants killed him.  
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II.  REFORMATION UNDER JOSIAH 
A. Josiah was the last good king of Judah and his was the last attempt to bring reformation to Judah. 

1. He began to reign when he was only a boy but in the eighth year of his reign (age 16) he sought the 
Lord God. 
a. He destroyed idolatry throughout his kingdom: He broke down the images, he burned them and killed the 

heathen priests.  
b. He even went into the N. Kingdom to Bethel and there destroyed the altar which Jeroboam had built 

hundreds of years before this: just as the prophet had said he burned the bones of the priests on it! 
2. In the 18th year of his reign (26) he sent his men to repair the house of God and while his men were 

cleaning they found a book in the temple, a book which had not been read in a long time. 
a. It was the book of the law, the Bible! The king’s servants read the book to Josiah. 
b. When Josiah heard the words of the book he tore his clothes b/c he understood that the people had not 

obeyed God’s Word. The Lord told Josiah that He would bring terrible judgment upon Judah but that the 
judgment would come after Josiah and he would not see it. 

c. After this Josiah, like Hezekiah had done, kept a great Passover feast unto the Lord. 
B. But Josiah was foolish 

1. When the king of Egypt came against the king of Assyria Josiah decided to fight him although the battle had 
nothing to do with Josiah. 

2. The king of Egypt told him to mind his own business but Josiah disguised himself and went into battle and 
was shot with an arrow and died. 

3. After Josiah died the reformation in Judah was over.  
III.  THE FINAL KINGS 

A. Josiah’s sons were not good kings. 
1.  Jehoahaz was wicked ruled for only 3 months 

a. The king of Egypt who had killed Josiah captured Jehoahaz and put him in prison.  
b. He made his brother Jehoiakim king instead.  

2. Jehoiakim would not listen to the prophet of the Lord, Jeremiah 
a. Jeremiah warned the people that Babylon was coming to destroy them. 
b. Babylon did come and Nebuchadnezzar took some of the princes of Judah (including Daniel and his 

friends) and all the vessels of the temple but he did not yet destroy the city. 
c. So wicked was Jehoiakim that he burned the scroll of Jeremiah’s prophecy. His servants read the scroll to 

him and as they finished he cut off a piece and threw it  into the fire. Later, Jeremiah rewrote the scroll.  
3. Jehoiakim died and his son Jehoiachin became king but he was not king for long 

a. He became king for 3 months and 10 days 
b. While he was king Nebuchadnezzar came against Jerusalem again and took him prisoner 

4. The last king was Zedekiah, the uncle of Jehoiachin 
a. He would not listen to Jeremiah the prophet but put Jeremiah in a pit 
b. When Nebuchadnezzar of Babylon came against Jerusalem a third time, Zedekiah tried to escape but he 

was captured, his sons were killed in front of him, his eyes were put out, he was brought to Babylon in 
chains and there he died.  

c. The people were taken away to a far off land as prisoners, away from the land of promise and the temple 
of God was destroyed.  

B. The Lord punished Judah by the captivity in Babylon. 
1. The people turned away from the Lord: APOSTASY 
2. The people would not listen to the prophets: IMPENITENCE 
3. But God did not destroy His people. They deserved it. He promised them through Jeremiah that the captivity 

would be only for SEVENTY YEARS. Seventy years is a long time but Judah had hope that one day after 70 
years they would return.  

 

The Kings of the Southern Kingdom (Judah) 

Rehoboam, Abijah, Asa, Jehoshaphat, Jehoram, Ahaziah, [Athaliah], Joash, Amaziah, Uzziah, 

Jotham, Ahaz, Hezekiah, Manasseh, Amon, Josiah, Jehoahaz, Jehoiakim, Jehoiachin, Zedekiah 


