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Lesson 23 (Juniors): Judah in Captivity  

I. THE REASONS FOR THE CAPTIVITY 
A. The wicked kings of Judah led the people in the ways of sin.  

1. The last good king of Judah was Josiah. He tried to reform Judah (the church) by destroying the false 
worship and by teaching the people true worship.  
a. He became king when he was young; his father (Amon) was v. wicked, but he sought the Lord.  
b. When the book of the Law was found in the temple he brought reform to Judah. 
c. But the people only followed the king outwardly – not from their hearts – and they still lived in 

wickedness. The prophet Jeremiah especially warned God’s people about judgment in Babylon. 
d. Josiah died young in a foolish battle with the king of Egypt and all his good work was reversed. 

2. The kings after Josiah were wicked and they did not keep the reforms their father had made; they went 
back to false worship.  
a. Jehoahaz became king for only 3 months and was taken captive by Egypt 
b. Jehoiakim, the brother of Jehoahaz would not listen to God’s Word: he burned the scroll of Jeremiah. In 

his days Neb. the king of Babylon first came against Jerusalem (he took the best of the princes of Judah 
including Daniel and his friends and the gold from the temple) and he carried king Jehoiakim away to 
prison in Babylon (II Chron. 36:6). 

c. Jehoiachin, the son of Jehoiakim was king for 3 months 10 days. Neb. came a 2nd time against Jerusalem, 
and took the king prisoner and carried away more of the vessels from the temple.  

d. The final king was Zedekiah, and in his days Nebuchadnezzar came against Jerusalem the third time and 
this time he destroyed it with fire, the palace, the temple of God and left it in ruins. He also took Zedekiah 
prisoner and put out his eyes.  

B. The people refused to listen to the warnings of God’s Word and refused to repent. 
1. God did not destroy Jerusalem as soon as they turned from Him; He warned them.  

a. The people worshipped idols and lived in many sins and God called them to repent.  
b. The people had seen what had happened to the Kingdom of Israel about 130 years before this but they 

thought that nothing like this would happen to them.  
c. God sent many prophets to warn Judah what would happen if they continued to sin against God but the 

people would not listen to God’s prophets (II Chron. 36:15-16).  
2. Another reason is that the people would not keep the Sabbath Day holy. 

a. That is the reason for 70 years: the land would lie in ruins for 70 years so that the land could have Sabbath 
rest.  

b. But the number 70 also gave Judah hope: God did not say that Babylon would be forever. In their darkest 
days in Babylon Judah could hope in that promise of God. You shall return to the Promised Land. And 
that is important because Christ must be born there and must come from God’s people there! 

3. The Captivity in Babylon was terrible for God’s people 
a. The land of Babylon was terribly wicked and the name of the true God was not known there. 
b. The kingdom of Babylon is a picture of the kingdom of the devil and the kingdom of the Antichrist 

because Babylon ruled the world.  
c. The worship of God was very difficult there. The people could pray but they had no temple. They were 

sad and did not even want to sing (Psalm 137).  
d. And the devil who hates God’s church was always trying to destroy God’s people in Babylon. He wanted 

them to forget God and to become just like the world of the Babylonians.  
II.  GOD CARED FOR HIS PEOPLE IN CAPTIVITY AND SHOWED TH EM THAT HE IS STILL GOD. HE IS 

SOVEREIGN (God rules over and is in control of all things as a king).  
A. God showed wicked king Nebuchadnezzar that he alone is God. 

1. First by sending him a strange dream 
a. Neb, the mightiest man in the world, could not sleep: he knew he had dreamed but when he woke he 

could not remember the dream, and he asked his wise men to tell him the dream and explain the dream. 
When they could not, he ordered them all to be put to death. 

b. But Daniel prayed to God and God revealed to Daniel the dream and its meaning. The dream was of a 
great statue. It was of gold (head), silver (breast and arms), brass (belly and thighs) and iron and clay 
(legs) was destroyed by a stone cut out of the mountain without hands. 
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c. Daniel explained that four kingdoms would come but that the final kingdom of the true God would 
destroy them all. That is the kingdom of Christ. 

2. Second, by rescuing Daniel’s friends – Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego – from the furnace. 
a. Neb built a mighty statue of gold and commanded all to worship it but S, M and A refused. 
b. Neb was very angry and he threw them into the furnace of fire but they were not burned up 
c. Neb had to confess that the God of S, M and A was the true God but he did not repent.  

3. Third, by making Neb very low when he boasted about his great kingdom of Babylon  
a. Neb had another dream: he dreamed of a great tree in the midst of the earth and its height was to heaven 

and its branches spread through the earth (Dan. 4:11-12). 
b. But a voice came from heaven and said, cut down the tree but leave the stump in the ground. 
c. Daniel explained to Neb that Neb is the tree, he is the mighty king of the greatest kingdom of earth, and 

that God would cut him down and cause him to be mad and he would live with the beasts of the field and 
eat grass until he would know that God rules in the kingdoms of men. 

d. One year later Neb was looking around in his kingdom and boasted. Immediately a voice answered from 
heaven and God’s Word came true. Neb became like a beast (Dan. 4:33).  

B. God made the son of Nebuchadnezzar, Belshazzar, know that He alone is God.  
1. One night Belshazzar made a feast for a thousand of his lords and he chose some very special cups from 

which to drink wine: the cups from the Lord’s temple  
a. These were the holy vessels used in the temple by the priests and Belshazzar was using them to get drunk 

and to praise the names of idol gods.  
b. Suddenly, in the middle of Belshazzar’s feast a man’s hand appeared and started writing on the wall. 

Belshazzar and his lords were terrified and did not know what this meant. They called the wise men to 
read the handwriting but none could read it.  

2. The queen told the king of Daniel and Daniel was called to read it.  
a. Daniel came and told the king that the words were MENE, MENE, TEKEL, UPHARSIN which means 

numbered, numbered, weighed and divided. He told Belshazzar that God – the God he had mocked – had 
given his kingdom to Medes and Persians. 

b. That night Belshazzar was killed, the kingdom of Babylon passed into the hands of Darius. 
C. God made the king of the Medes and Persians, Darius know that He alone is God. 

1. The king had a very large kingdom and he needed men to help him rule it so he appointed 120 princes 
and made Daniel the highest of the princes. 
a. But the princes hated Daniel and they made a plan to destroy him: they advised Darius to make a law 

which would make the king Darius a god for 30 days: no-one could pray to any god except Darius for 30 
days and if anybody would pray, they would be thrown to lions. 

b. The king agreed to this law and as soon as Daniel heard it he prayed to his God as he always did. 
c. When the princes heard they told the king who threw Daniel into the lions’ den. 

2. But God delivered Daniel and Darius too had to admit that only Jehovah is God. 
D. All of this proof that Jehovah alone is God was of great comfort to God’s people in Babylon, 

1. God ruled over ungodly Nebuchadnezzar, Belshazzar and Darius; God’s kingdom is the true kingdom. The 
great kingdoms of men are under God’s control. 

2. Since God is sovereign God’s people know that He can keep His promises. When the 70 years of captivity 
were nearly finished God’s people prayed that He would be faithful to His promises. Daniel prayed and as we 
shall see God answered that prayer by stirring up the heart of another ungodly king, Cyrus of Persia.  

 


