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Lesson 25 (Juniors): AFTER THE RETURN 

I. INTRO AND REVIEW 
A. How did it come about that Judah was able to return to her land to rebuild the temple? 

1. God stirred up the heart of wicked king Cyrus to permit the people to leave. 
a. The first group left with Zerubbabel, but only a small number left. Many had no desire to return because 

life was comfortable in Babylon and they had no interest in the promises of God.  
b. This first group built the temple but only after much opposition: the Samaritans tried to stop them; and the 

worked stopped for several years when the king after Cyrus ordered them to stop. 
2. The people who returned were not all faithful to God, however.  

a. Ezra the scribe came about 80 years later and found that they had forgotten much of the Law of God; so 
Ezra taught them the Law of God and rebuked them for their sin of mixed marriages.  

b. Nehemiah came about 13 years after that and helped them build the walls of Jerusalem; he rebuked them 
for their sin of mixed marriages again and for breaking the Sabbath Day! 

B. The devil, however, understood that in that small group of Jews was the Christ and the devil was 
determined to destroy the Jews and with the Jews Christ Himself. 
1. But the devil’s attacks fail because God is sovereign; we will see that in the history of Esther. 
2. Esther did wrong: she married a wicked king, she did not worship God and she did not return to Judah to be 

with God’s people, but God used her to keep alive the seed of David.  
II.  SATAN’S PLOT TO KILL THE JEWS 

A. The background  
1. Look at the main characters in the book of Esther. 

a. The king was called Ahasuerus: he was a wicked man and one day he had a party in which he and his 
friends drank wine; in the middle of the party he called for his queen, Vashti, to come to show herself to 
the king’s friends. When she refused the king was angry and she was put away. 

b. In order to find a replacement for Vashti the king brought together all the beautiful young women; these 
women were prepared six months with oil of myrrh and six months with sweet odors (Esth. 2:12). After 
this time Esther pleased the king and he chose her to be his wife (2:17) 

c. Esther was a Jew; her parents were dead and she was brought up with her cousin, Mordecai; she did not 
tell anyone she was a Jew because Mordecai told her to keep that a secret. Probably if Esther had 
mentioned her people the king would not have chosen her.  

d. Haman was the enemy of the Jews who was the second most powerful man in the world. 
2. Long before Haman or even the devil thought to destroy the Jews, God prepared deliverance. 

a. First, God put Esther in a position where she would be queen and therefore able to help the Jews  
b. Second, God prepared Mordecai for his future role. Mordecai overheard a plot to destroy the king and he 

told Esther who told the king. These would-be assassins were hanged; this was written in the records of 
the king but the king did not reward Mordecai yet.  

c. Third, God raised up Haman, and put him above all the princes; all the servants of the king bowed before 
Haman but Mordecai, the Jew, would not.  

B. The plot itself 
1. When Haman saw that Mordecai would not bow down to him he was very angry. 

a. Haman wanted to kill Mordecai but for him it was too easy just to kill Mordecai: he decided to kill all the 
Jews throughout the entire kingdom, because they were the people of Mordecai.  

b. So Haman went to the king and told them that there is a certain people in the kingdom […] and that it was 
not good for the king to allow them to live. If he gave Haman permission to kill these people, Haman 
would make the king rich with 10,000 talents of silver (Esth. 3:8-9). 

c. The king agreed to the decree, signed it and Haman sent it through the kingdom. 
d. When Mordecai heard of the plot he sat at the gate in sackcloth weeping (Esth. 4:1) 

2. This plot was a plot of the devil because all the Jews were included in it; that means the Jews in 
Jerusalem. 
a. The most powerful man in the world has issued a decree to destroy the whole people of God. 
b. The people of God are defenseless to do anything about it. 
c. If Haman’s plot succeeds Israel is doomed, there is no Christ and no salvation.  
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III.  GOD SAVES HIS PEOPLE 
A. Mordecai asks Esther to go to the King and plead for her people but Esther is frightened. 

1. In that day no man could come to the king unless the king himself called; if someone came without 
being called he would be put to death. One exception: golden scepter.  
a. Esther had not been called for 30 days and was afraid to go to the king. 
b. Mordecai warned her that when the king found out that she was a Jew that she would also die.  
c. So Esther ate nothing for three days and three nights and made plans to see the king.  

2. After three days Esther went to the king and the king held out his golden scepter. 
a. The king asked her what she wanted up to half the kingdom. 
b. Esther asked the king and Haman to come to a banquet; so they came and at the banquet she asked them 

to come to another banquet the next day. 
c. Haman left the banquet happy: just think of all the men in the world only he and the king were invited to 

Queen Esther’s banquet, but then he saw Mordecai … and Mordecai did not bow; angry he decided that 
he would kill Mordecai … he built a gallows for Mordecai. 

3. That night the king could not sleep and he asked his servants to read to him from the record book of 
the kings. God took sleep away from the king.  
a. Guess what he read! The story of Mordecai discovering the plot of the assassins. The king asked how 

Mordecai had been rewarded. They said, “There is nothing done for him” (Esth. 6:4) 
b. Outside Haman was waiting to see the king so he could ask permission to hang Mordecai on the gallows 

he had made.  
c. Haman came in and the king asked, “What shall be done unto the man whom the king delighteth to 

honor?” (Esth. 6:7). 
d. Haman thought the king meant him and so he said, “For the man …” (Esth. 6:7-9). 
e. The king said to Haman, Quickly, do what you said to Mordecai, and Haman had to walk through the 

streets praising Mordecai! (Esth. 6:11-12). 
B. Haman went home furious and as he was complaining to his wife the servants came to take him to Esther’s 

second banquet. 
1. Again the king asked Esther to name what she wanted and she could have half the kingdom. 

a. Esther said to the king, “Let my life be given me …” (Esth. 7:3-4). 
b. When the king asked who would do such a thing, Esther pointed to Haman!  
c. The king was so angry that he went outside and Haman fell on Esther and begged for mercy. 
d. But the king returned and thought that Haman was going to hurt Esther. 

2. The servants of the king said to the king – Behold, Haman has built gallows on which to hang Mordecai 
who has done good to the king. 
a. When the king heard this he ordered that Haman should be hanged on the gallows. 
b. So Haman was killed BUT the decree still stood.  
c. Esther asked the king to make a new decree giving the Jews permission to defend themselves and kill 

their enemies. Thus, the Jews – God’s people – were saved! 
IV.  BETWEEN THE OT AND NT 

A. Remember Neb’s dream of  4 kingdoms (Babylon. Medes and Persians, Greece and then Rome) 
1. The Persians were taken over by the Greeks whose king was a young man called Alexander the Great but he 

died suddenly and his kingdom was divided. But he made Greek culture and language.  
2. After the division of the kingdom Israel was ruled by Egypt for a while and then by Syria.  
3. The king of Syria brought terrible suffering to Israel: he sacrificed a pig in the temple, he made Sabbath 

observance illegal, he demanded to be worshipped and he destroyed the Scriptures. 
B. The Syrians were defeated by the Romans who made the Herods king in Israel. During this time (about 400 

years)  God sent no prophets (after Malachi) and God’s people prayed for the Christ.  
1. Those days were dark days but God would keep His promise. 
2. When all seemed lost, when the world was at its darkest, then, Christ came.  

 


