QUOTES ON THE ETERNAL STATE OF THE REDEEMED (OR "AFEN")

most of the quotations are taken from Randy Alcbl@aven(Carol Stream, IL: Tyndale, 2004)

Martyn Lloyd-Jones‘Everything will be glorified, even nature itselind that seems to me to be the biblical teachingut the
eternal state: that what we call heaven is lifehis perfect world as God intended humanity to livehen he put Adam in
Paradise at the beginning, Adam fell, and all fgth him, but men and women are meant to live i blody, and will live in a
glorified body in a glorified world, and God wilebwith them.”

Anthony HoekemdBecause of man’s fall into sin, a curse was prorced over the creation. God now sent His Son tiit
world to redeem that creation from the resultsiof $he work of Christ, therefore, is not just tve certain individuals, not even
to save an innumerable throng of blood-bought peopte total work of Christ is nothing less thamrédeem the entire creation
from the effects of sin. That purpose will not lme@mplished until God has ushered in the new earttil, Paradise Lost become
Paradise Regained.”

Albert Wolters “The whole course of history [is] a movement framgarden to a city, and it fundamentally affirmattmovement
... Redemption in Jesus Christ reaches just as freafall. The horizon of creation is at the sameetthe horizon of sin and of
salvation. To conceive of either the fall or CHsisteliverance as encompassing less than the vdfi@esation is to compromise
the biblical teaching of the radical nature of takand the cosmic scope of redemption.”

Anthony HoekemdSince where God dwells, there heaven is, we lemiecthat in the life to come heaven and earth mallonger
be separated, as they are now, but will be mefgelievers will therefore continue to be in heavsrtley continue to live on the
new earth.”

A.A. Hodge“Heaven, as the eternal home of the divine mahadrall the redeemed members of the human racst necessarily
be thoroughly human in its structure, conditionsg activities. Its joys and activities must all taional, moral, emotional,
voluntary and active. There must be the exercisallahe faculties, the gratification of all tastése development of all talent
capacities, the realization of all ideals. The oeaghe intellectual curiosity, the imaginationg thesthetic instincts, the holy
affections, the social affinities, the inexhaustibbsources of strength and power native to theahwsoul must all find in heaven
exercise and satisfaction. Then, there must alvisysa goal of endeavor before us, even future ... eleawill prove the
consummate flower and fruit of the whole creatiod af all history of the universe.”

Herman Bavinck“According to Scripture the present world willitreer continue forever nor will be destroyed anplaeed by a

totally new one. Instead it will be cleansed of @ re-created, reborn, renewed, made whole. Whel&ingdom of God is first
planted spiritually in human hearts, the futuresbéginess is not to be spiritualized. Biblical hapeted in incarnation and
resurrection, is creational, this-worldly, visibfghysical, bodily hope. The rebirth of human beirggsompleted in the glorious
rebirth of all creation, the New Jerusalem whoshiéect and builder is God Himself.”

John Donne*“l shall rise from the dead ... | shall see the $6&od, the Sun of Glory, and shine myself as st shines. | shall
be united to the Ancient of Days, to God Himselhoshad no morning, who never began ... No man ewerGad and lived.
And yet, | shall not live till | see God; and whehave seen him, | shall never die.”

Augustine of Hippo“We shall in the future world see the materiainfioof the new heavens and the new earth in suchyathat
we shall most distinctly recognize God everywheespnt and governing all things, material as weB@ritual.”

J. Boudreau “The vision of God has a transforming power ... $hhe soul, because she only sees God as Hefibedsto
overflowing with all knowledge; she becomes beautifith the beauty of God, rich with His wealth,lyhevith His holiness, and
happy with His unutterable happiness.”

Thomas Aquinas'lf the goodness, beauty, and wonder of the areatare so delightful to the human mind, the faunfiead of
God’'s own goodness (compared with the trickles @bdiness found in creatures) will draw excited humands entirely to
itself.”

E. J. Fortman“[The essence of heaven is the] beatific visiome, and enjoyment of the triune God. For thedhtine persons
have an infinitely perfect vision and love and gmjent of the divine essence and of one another.iAntis infinite knowing,
loving and enjoying lies the very life of the trenGod, the very essence of their endless and tefirdppiness. If the blessed are
to be endlessly and supremely happy, then, they shzse in the very life of the triune God, in tfigine life that makes them
endlessly and infinitely happy.”



Cornelius VenemdThose who live and reign with Christ forever Miind the diversity and complexity of their worghof God
not less, but richer, in the life to come. Evergitienate activity of new creaturely life will be ¢luded within the life of worship
of God’s people.”

J. I. Packer “Hearts on earth may say in the course of a jogkperience, ‘I don’t want this ever to end.’” Bavariably it does.
The hearts of those in heaven say, ‘I want thga@n forever.” And it will. There is no better nethan this.”

René Pache“The future heaven is centered more on activitgd @xpansion, serving Messiah and reigning with HimThe
emphasis in the present heaven is on the absenearthis negatives, while in the future heavers ithe presence of earth's
positives, magnified many times through the powet glory of resurrected bodies on a resurrecteth efaee at last from sin and
shame and all that would hinder both joy and achisent.”

Adoniram Judson‘When Christ calls me home | shall go with thadjiess of a boy bounding away from school.”

Benjamin Calamy“This earthly body is slow and heavy in all itotions, listless and soon tired with action. But beavenly
bodies shall be as fire; as active and as nimbtaaghoughts are.”

Augustine of Hippo“How great shall be that felicity, which shall kanted with no evil, which shall lack no gooddawhich
shall afford leisure for the praises of God, whalkbe all in all!”

Jonathan Edwards‘How happy is that love, in which there is anrat# progress in all these things; wherein new besuare
continually discovered, and more and more lovenasd in which we shall forever increase in beautgelves; where we shall
be made capable of finding out and giving, andlskakive, more and more endearing expressionsvefforever: our union will
become more close, and communication more intifhate.

Jonathan Edwards'No inhabitants of that blessed world will ever grieved with the thought that they are slightgdhwse that
they love, or that their love is not fully and fdpndeturned ... There shall be no such thing asdigtbr insincerity in heaven, but
there perfect sincerity shall reign through alalh Everyone will be just what he seems to be, waitidreally have all the love that
he seems to have. It will be not as in this wonldlere comparatively few things are what they semiwet and where professions
are often made lightly and without meaning. Butré¢hevery expression of love shall come from thidmo of the heart, and all
that is professed shall be really and truly felfebven: A World of Loye

John Newton“When | get to heaven | shall see three wondagset The first wonder will be, to see many pedpére whom |
did not expect to see—the second wonder will beniss many people whom | did expect to see; andtind and greatest
wonder of all, will be to find myself there.”

Richard Baxter"If there be so certain and glorious a rest far $aints, why is there no more industrious seeéftey it? One
would think, if a man did once hear of such unspéékglory to be obtained, and believed what hecheabe true, he should be
transported with the vehemence of his desire #@ftand should almost forget to eat and drink, ahduld care for nothing else,
and speak of and inquire after nothing else, but twoget this treasure. And yet people who hedt adily, and profess to believe
it as a fundamental article of their faith, do isttel mind it, or labour for it, as if they had renheard of any such thing, or did not
believe one word they hear."

Francis Turretin "[In heaven] God will be seen without end, lowgithout cloying, praised without weariness."

Augustine “Enter into joy without sorrow, which contain$ pleasure, where every good will be, and not emy. Where life
will be vital, sweet and lovable, and always mempnivhere there will be no assaulting enemy, ngr smares, but supreme and
certain security, secure tranquility and tranqlélasure and pleasurable happiness; a happy etestétyal blessedness and the
blessed vision of God, which is the joy of the Léingt God. O joy above joy! Joy overcoming all jggy besides which there is
no joy ... When shall | enter into thee, that | mag sny God, who dwells in thee?”

Zacharias Ursinus“Everlasting life consists in the eternal hahitatof God in the faithful through the Holy Spirity a true and
perfect knowledge of God, and of His works and \wklhdled in the heart immediately by the same i§gir true and perfect
wisdom and righteousness, together with a perfecformity of all the strength and powers of the dnand will, with the mind
and will of God, having respect both to the bodg aoul, which joy is freely given of God, by and the sake of Christ, and is
begun already in this life, to be fully perfectedtie life to come, that so God may to all eterbigypraised and glorified by His
saints”



