
  

1

First Families 
   Ebenezer Bird, from Sharon, MA, 
was one of the first settlers of the Bush. 
Samuel Dawes, John Dawes, and Amos 
Ford of Cummington are also listed among 
the early arrivals.  
   The settlers set up a sawmill powered by 
the brook at Windsor Jambs, and built the 
first frame houses.    
   Samuel Dawes’ descendant, Luther 
Torrey, was a blacksmith, active in town 
affairs, who also served as Justice of the 
Peace. He lived on the original farm, and 
had a shop nearby. He is credited in some 
sources with inventing a boring machine 
for fitting cannon. Luther died at the age 
of 92 in 1825, his wife Dorothy in 1836 at 
the age of 106. “On her one hundredth 
birthday party she spun tow, flax and wool 
on the large and small spinning wheels,” 
notes the 1885 History of Berkshire 
County published by J. B. Beers & Co.   
   With such long-‐lived residents and many 
large families, “the Bush was soon thickly 
settled,” notes the Beers book. In a bit of 
exaggeration, the book claims that 
Ebenezer Bird, Israel Vining and Samuel 
Snow each had fifteen children. But the 
families were large: Lyman Bird and his 
wife, Betsey, had eight children. Israel 
Vining (who fought in the American 
Revolution and died in 1840, aged 80) and 
his wife, Abi, had eight, and Seth and 
Hannah Snow had ten.   
   Among the varied enterprises of Windsor 
Bush was Edgar Bird’s meat-‐peddling 
business. From about 1900 to 1920, Edgar, 
great grandson of Ebenezer, and his son, 
Fred, would hitch up the horses to a cart, 
purchase meat in Adams or Dalton, and 
deliver it to homes in Windsor and 
neighboring towns. 
 

FLASHBACKS 
A Celebration of THE HISTORY OF Windsor, MA 

   Check friendsofwindsor.com for 
more information on the topics 
covered in our FLASHBACKS 
series.   
   Thanks to the Central Berkshire 
Fund of Berkshire Taconic 
Community Foundation for 
making this project possible! 

Historic, Scenic…Haunted? 
   The Windsor Bush area was settled in about 1795 and became a thriving community that included a cooper, a cabinet 
maker, a blacksmith, and an axe-‐factory. There aren’t many structures still standing that attest to that time, and the 2015 
demolition of the former Camp Windigo has left seven ghosts with no haunt to call their own. The camp, and the gorge and 
waterfalls of Windsor Jambs, are in the part of the Bush now within Windsor State Forest, while the now-‐vanished 
settlement known as Babbittville is part of Notchview Reservation.     
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The Rise and Fall  of  Babbittville 
   In 1838, a young man named Andrew Jackson Babbitt of Savoy married 
Louisa A. Frink of Windsor. Seven years later, Andrew, a blacksmith, 
began buying land in the Bush, including one parcel purchased from his 
father-‐in-‐law, Lyman Frink, which included the right to erect a dam “for 
the purpose of turning the water from said stream at any time and at all 
times.” This waterpower became the engine for the Babbitt Axe Factory 
(1852 -‐1880), site no.15 on the Friends of Windsor map of historical site 
markers.  
   Andrew Babbitt turned his attention from general smithing to making 
high-‐quality edge tools — in particular, axes and butcher knives. “As a 
manufacturer of axes he was as widely known and as sharp as his well-‐
known and well-‐used Babbitt Ax,” notes the J.B. Beers history.  
                                                                                            [continued over] 

 



 

 

  

 

METAL IN THE BLOOD? 
Andrew Babbitt was one of many Massachusetts 
descendants of Edward Bobit of Wales. The name 
has a kind of industrial immortality in Babbitt 
metal, a mostly-‐tin alloy developed by Isaac Babbitt, 
a self-‐taught metallurgist, in 1838. The U.S. Navy 
purchased the rights to usage of the alloy for 
$20,000 (USD) in 1842 as it was developing engine-‐
driven ships. Babbitt metal is used for railroad car 
axles and other load-‐bearing pieces of gear. 

NAMES MATTER! 
How did a place that is remembered with such affection 
become the stuff of nightmares? Perhaps it’s in the 
name…while local history sources say “Windigo” refers to our 
famous Windsor wind, it is also, in Algonquian folklore, the 
word for a cannibal giant, a person who has been transformed 
into a monster by the consumption of human flesh.  

 

Windigo Farmhouse, circa 1905, from Windsor Historical Commission 

[Babbittville continued] 

   In 1971, Ryder and Logan sold the camp to the Mormon Church, 
which used it for camp until the 1980s. When the camp ceased 
operating, it became part of Windsor State Forest…and entered a 
new phase of offbeat renown as a magnet for ghost-‐hunters.  
   The legend was that in the 1980s, a counselor at the camp 
murdered six little girls – three by hanging and three by drowning 
– then committed suicide. Never happened.  
   But this grim tale let to accounts of mysterious shadows, 
disembodied children’s voices, and floating orbs. Shaky hand-‐held 
videos of nighttime visits to the abandoned camp occupy a 
substantial niche on YouTube. Local writer Joe Durwin has  a 
well-‐researched account of the growth of the legend on his blog, 
These Mysterious Hills (mysterious-‐hills.blogspot.com.)  
   It’s likely that now the buildings are gone, the ghost-‐hunters, 
too, will fade away.  

   A cluster of residences and building grew up around 
the factory, and the area became known as Babbittville. 
In the 1860s, Babbitt renewed an early interest in 
politics, and was elected to represent Massachusetts’ 
4th district (Becket, Hinsdale, Peru, Washington and 
Windsor) in the state legislature. He later served six 
years as an assistant assessor of Internal Revenue.  
   In 1875, by which time the factory was being leased 
and operated for William Reed, the axe factory 
employed three men and turned out 25 axes a day. The 
factory ceased operations in 1880. Today, the homes 
and factory buildings are gone, though the sluiceway 
from the river to the factory mill wheel may still be 
discernible. Rumors abound that there is someone in 
the area who possesses an actual Babbitt axe… 

No ghost…Mary Atkins at Windsor Jambs. 

Windigo, Beloved and Bedeviled 
   A piece of Windsor history and a magnet for ghost-‐
hunters disappeared in 2015 when the state 
demolished the dilapidated farmhouse and 
outbuildings of Camp Windigo. The farmhouse, built 
in 1790, was owned by the Bordeau and, later, 
Decelles families. Florence Ryder and Muriel Logan 
bought the farm in 1942. The women, both on the 
physical education department faculty at Smith 
College, used it as a rural getaway, as well as for 
winter cross-‐country ski camps. But their main use for 
the property was as a summer camp, which they ran 
for almost 30 years. The camp was never large – some 
30 boys and girls, many of them children of Smith 
faculty and staff. Memories posted online by former 
campers speak to the warmth of the community…and 
the chill of the water: 

“I absolutely remember bathing in ice cold water once a 
week-‐-‐I think there may have been some warm water to soap 
up with...but their reasoning was that we swam every day, 
which we did.” 
“One of my favorite spots was "blueberry meadow" up a small 
knoll beyond the horse barns…I don't think I've ever been 
anywhere with such an endless amount of blueberries to 
pick. And then we made jam.”   
“The camp was wonderful! Each child took turns caring for 
animals. I loved the goats and chickens. We also had 1 or 2 
collie puppies that some lucky camper was allowed to take 
home at the end of the summer. There were bunnies by the 
archery field. And yes, the showers were frigid!!!” 


