
FALL 2015

Join us at the 2015 ALCBF Fall Gathering!

Featuring Special Guests:
Sam Harrell, Associate Coordinator for 
 CBF Global Missions
Jade and Shelah Acker, CBF Field Personnel, 
 Refuge and Hope International, Kampala, 
 Uganda

Event includes: 
Friday evening dinner, program and breakout sessions;
Saturday morning on-site or on-location mission 
 opportunities

Learn more inside and register at www.alabamacbf.org. 
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work togetHer in CHristiAn 

missions And ministry

Friday, October 16 & Saturday, October 17, 2015
Mountain Brook Baptist Church, Birmingham, AL
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From the Coordinator 
teRRi BYRD

It’s been a very 
busy summer for 
Alabama CBF, 

full of great mission 
work and meaningful 
church events. Now, 
we are excited about 

the fall and winter and all that we have 
to look forward to!

I hope you will join us on October 
16th and 17th for our fall gathering, 
ENGAGE. We will explore how we 
partner together in renewing God’s 

world through missions.  Special guests 
from CBF Global Missions will inspire 
us with stories from around the world, 
and we will ENGAGE hands-on with 
missional partners from Alabama.

Hopefully, the stories you read in 
this newsletter will inform you of the 
many ways you can engage in the life 
of Alabama CBF. We are thankful for 
all the ways you partner with us as 
churches and individuals in ministry 
and mission in our state and around 
the world.

*Includes funds for disaster relief, Sowing Seeds of Hope, and scholarships

General Fund:   $116,315.31
Designated Funds*:   $27,017.08
Total Funds:   $143,332.39

Budget To-Date:   $86,896.00
Income To-Date:   $103,831.39
Expenses To-Date:   ($91,471.00)
Gain/Loss To-Date:   $12,360.39

Financial Report 
tHRougH juNe 2015

We have a new website! 
We have just recently launched a new 
website to reflect the brand changes of 
CBF national and ALCBF. 

our url is still the same: www.alabamacbf.org.

We hope you’ll spend some time on the 
site and share it with your friends! 



Held at Mountain Brook Baptist Church and Featuring Special Guests:
Sam Harrell, Associate Coordinator for CBF Global Missions
Jade and Shelah Acker, CBF Field Personnel, Refuge & Hope International, Kampala, Uganda
Carter Harrell, special music

Friday Evening, October 16th
6:00 p.m. - Dinner by “Cooks On a Mission” 
 See inside article.
 Cost $10 adults, $5 children
6:30 - 7:15 p.m. - Global Missions Program 
 with Sam Harrell and Carter Harrell
7:30 p.m. - Breakout Sessions on Global 
 Missions: ENGAGE Internationally
          - CBF Global Missions with Sam Harrell 
 and Mike Oliver
          - ‘Refuge and Hope’ with Jade and Shelah Acker
          
Saturday Morning, October 17th
8:30 a.m. - Bagels, Donuts and Coffee at MBBC
9:00 a.m. - Alabama CBF Missions ENGAGE with your local church OR
9:30 a.m. - “Hands-on” Mission Opportunities in Birmingham:

ENGAGE On-Site at the MBBC Missions 
Fair - featuring Sowing Seeds of Hope, 
Society of St. Andrew, Cooks On a 
Mission, and more
OR
ENGAGE On-Location through visits 
to mission sites - featuring Central 
Alabama Community Food Bank, Green 
Springs Ministry Center, and more

Register at www.alabamacbf.org. 



The kitchen is bustling with 
activity on a hot Thursday 
afternoon. On one side, kitchen 

staff prepare for the evening’s luau for 
a group of brightly dressed seniors. 
On the other side, Aimee Turner 
removes pans full of hot calzones 
from the industrial oven. She quickly 
wraps them in foil and places them 
neatly in box that also includes 
marinara sauce and cobbler. 

Kim Hardwick grabs a box of salad 
fixings, and the two load Turner’s 
car up with the meal prepared for 
a pediatric cancer support group 
that will meet later that evening at 
Children’s of Alabama. 

Turner and Hardwick are part of 
Cooks on a Mission, a ministry of 
Mountain Brook Baptist Church. 
Cooks on a Mission have cooked 
together for five years now. What 
started as a way to raise money for 
church mission endeavors blossomed 
into a ministry to the Birmingham 
community. Over the past two years, 
the Cooks have partnered with 
the Wellhouse, Firehouse Shelter, 
M-POWER Ministries, and Backpack 
Buddies, providing hundreds of meals.

The seven ladies who make up Cooks 

Cooks on a Mission  BY RaCHeL fReeNY

came together over their love for food 
and sharing the love of Christ in their 
community. “We all feel like we have 
the gift of hospitality,” Turner says. 
“[Cooks on a Mission] is a way that we 

can use what we feel is our spiritual 
gift in a way that will hopefully glorify 
the Lord.”

Once a month, the cooks, all 
volunteers, have a cooking day at the 
church. They cook and freeze nearly 
one hundred casseroles, which they sell 
to the congregation. The casseroles, 
ranging from French toast casserole 
to chicken cordon bleu casserole, 
are a hit with the church members 

aBout RaCHeL fReeNY
This summer, Alabama CBF was 
happy to have Rachel Freeny as 
a missions intern. Rachel is from 
Nashville, 
Tennessee 
& a student 
entering her 
third year at 
McAfee School 
of Theology.

and always quickly sell out. 
“Our congregation has been 
fabulous about buying our 
food and supporting our 
project,” Turner says. 

Every penny they make “goes 
back into the community,” 
Turner says. In addition to 
covering the cost of delivered 
meals, the money they raise 
has allowed the group to 
purchase a freezer for the 
Wellhouse, a safehouse for 
women rescued from human 
trafficking, and repair a 

preschool playroom at the Lovelady 
Center. 

Turner says the group is blessed to 
be able to use their gifts to serve 
their community, and they welcome 
anyone who loves to cook to join 
them. 

“We have a great time doing 
[cooking together]. We almost feel 
guilty having so much fun doing 
what we do,” she says. “But the 
biggest thing is feeling like we’re 
using the gifts that God gave us to 
glorify the kingdom.”



#SowTheHope Summer Challenge

This summer Sowing Seeds of Hope 
welcomed over 150 volunteers 
representing several different CBF 

churches from Alabama and across the 
Southeast.  

The work that these groups did while in 
Perry County varied a great deal. Churches 
like Trinity Baptist in Madison, AL and 
Kings Cross in Talahoma, TN built ramps 
for the members of the community. Thanks 
to the gifts of time, talent and money 
given by our CBF churches and people, the 
quality of life for many has been greatly 
improved. Other groups like Baptist Church 
of the Covenant in Birmingham, AL and 
Vestavia Baptist Church in Vestavia Hills, 
AL focused on literacy and in partnership 
with our Perry County libraries offered day 
camps for local children. At these literacy 
camps, children took part in games, puppet 
shows and storytelling. 

This is a time of transition in Perry County 
as both the elementary schools in Marion 
and Uniontown are being consolidated into 
the middle and high schools. Members of 
CBF churches were there to help teachers 
and administrators as they moved 
contents of classrooms in the triple digit 
heat! Members of Trinity Madison also did 
landscaping projects around the school to 
help correct drainage issues that would 

make it possible for students to arrive to 
class with dry shoes on rainy days! 

One of the best part of working with 
Sowing Seed of Hope is seeing the 
churches that continue to return summer 
after summer. First Baptist Church of 
Huntsville, like Trinity Madison and 
Vestavia Hills Baptist, has a long history 
of service in the county.  FBC Huntsville 
returned this summer to participate in 
several building and repair projects around 
Marion and assisted with the building 
blitz for our self-help housing program. A 
second group from the church conducted 
“Seed Camp” for nearly 100 children on 

the campus of Judson College. While 
the adults and youth of Trinity Madison 
tackled construction projects, the children 
on their family mission trip made house 
warming gifts for the residents of Perry 
County. 

Members of North Broad Baptist Church in 
Rome, GA committed to redo the exterior 
of a building used to house a portion of 
Marion’s Headstart Program. Lead based 
paint had been discovered and without 
this work, the building could no longer be 
used. Members of North Broad committed 
to raise the money for the supplies and 
to provide the expertise and manual 
labor for the job. When the job proved 
too big to complete in the original 7 days 
they planned, members of North Broad 
returned for a second full week on the job 
and then part of a third! It was difficult 
work in 100 degree temperatures but they 
refused to give up until their project was 
complete. 

Summer 2015 may be over but there is 
still much work to be done in partnership 
with Sowing Seeds of Hope and the people 
of Perry County. Even as we celebrate 
the good that has been done, won’t you 
prayerfully consider how you and your 
church can be part of sowing hope in Perry 
County!  Contact Lucas Dorion to help.

Members from Trinity Madison BC built several ramps for residents of Perry County

Summer Interns Rachel Freeny, David Petrey, Dana Graham in front of a self help housing home



Friends of Alabama CBF Giving Card
Yes! I would like to support the missions and ministries of Alabama CBF.

Name ___________________________________________________________________

Address   ________________________________________________________________

Phone  __________________________________________________________________

Email ___________________________________________________________________

Please receive this tax-deductible donation in the amount of ____________________.

_______ I would like to join the Friends of Alabama CBF to receive monthly giving envelopes at my address.

Send this form and a 
check to:  
                

Alabama CBF                                 
PO Box 919
Madison, AL 35758

or return in the enclosed 
envelope.

Fisher & Caroline Humphreys 

Ministerial Scholarship Fund

Anna Kate Wilson
MDiv, McAfee School of Theology

Rob Collins
DMin, McAfee School of Theology

Zeke Stephenson
MDiv, McAfee School of Theology

Patrick Streeter
MDiv, Central Baptist Theological 
Seminary

Alabama Cooperative Baptist Fellowship 
has a scholarship fund for any Alabama 
student connected to an Alabama CBF 
church attending any CBF partner seminary. 

This scholarship is named in great 
appreciation of Dr. Fisher Humphreys, 
Professor of Divinity, Emeritus, at Samford 
University, and his wife, Caroline, for their 
lifelong investment in the theological 

Alabama CbF is pleased to announce the 2015 ministerial scholars! 

training of ministers & love for Alabama CBF. 

Your gift will multiply through the life of 
a student and help them avoid crippling 
debt. If you wish to give to this fund, please 
earmark your donation: “Humphreys 
Ministerial Scholarship;” mail to Alabama 
CBF, PO Box 919, Madison, AL, 35758 
or make an online donation at www.
alabamacbf.org.

Give To Alabama CBF



Other Ways to Connect
meRCeR PReaCHiNg 
CoNSuLtatioN
October 4 - 6, 2015

The Chattanoogan Hotel & 
Conference Center 
Chattanooga, TN

Featuring Dr. Tom Long and Alabama 
contributors Gary Furr, Sarah Jackson 
Shelton, and music by Shades 
Mountain Air. 

For more information, visit 
theology.mercer.edu/programs-events/
preaching-consultation.

CBf aDvoCaCY

CBF advocacy initiatives are rooted 
in the mission experience of our local 
churches as well as our Global Missions 
field personnel. While we help meet the 
needs of those around us, we should 
not neglect the opportunity to raise 
our voice on their behalf and work to 
insure their voices are heard. Many 
faith groups, including CBF, have joined 
together to support advocacy work 
against predatory lending practices 
that target the poor and vulnerable.  
Alabama CBF has added our voice to 
the Alliance for Responsible Lending in 
Alabama (ARLA). 

tHe SHoe BuS iS goiNg 
to SoWiNg SeeDS of 
HoPe

The children of Perry County are 
in need of shoes!  Alabama CBF is 
collecting new or very gently used 
shoes for grade school children.  
Specifically, there is a need for athletic 
shoes or solid color black, brown, or 
white shoes for school.  We will collect 
shoes through Thanksgiving and 
deliver them by Christmas.  For more 
information, contact Terri Byrd at 
Terri@alabamacbf.org.

WINTER YOUTH SUMMIT
January 15-17, 2016
Venue:  FBC Huntsville, AL
Cost: $69 per person plus lodging
Lodging: Embassy Suites Hotel $112. 
Book by December 24, 2015 using code 62L
Registration Deadline: November 1, 
2015. 
To register or if you need additional 
information visit www.alabamacbf.org
#WYS2016
Preacher:  Carol Hartson. 
Carol is the Minister of Students at Highland Bap-
tist Church in Louisville, KY where she has served 
since 2007. Carol is a gifted minister who has both 
a passion and gift for connecting with teenagers. 

Worship Leader:  
Aaron Keyes.  Aaron is a singer/song writer based out of Snellville, GA where he serves as the  Minister 
of Worship at Grace Fellowship Church.  Check out Aaron’s most recent Album “In the Living Room.” 
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Visit www.alabamacbf.org for more information or to register for any of these events. 
Subscribe to our email newsletter on our website. Find us on Facebook at /alabamacbf. 

This newsletter is published three times a year. All questions may be directed to Natalie Aho, natalie@alabamacbf.org. For story submissions, contact Natalie 
for requirements and newsletter deadlines. 

Do you need to be removed from our 
mailing list? Email Natalie Aho at 
Natalie@alabamacbf.org or call 
205.835.8117.

Would you be willing to place a set of 
newsletters at your church? Email Natalie 
Aho at natalie@alabamacbf.org or call 
205.835.8117. 

NatioNaL CBf geNeRaL aSSemBLY
June 15 - 19, 2015
Dallas, Texas
See inside for more details.
Learn more and register at www.cbf.net/general-assembly.

aLaBama CBf faLL gatHeRiNg
October 16 - 17, 2015
Mountain Brook Baptist Church, Birmingham, AL
More details coming soon to www.alabamacbf.org.

WiNteR YoutH Summit
January 15 - 17, 2016
More details coming soon to www.alabamacbf.org. 

Upcoming Events - 2015 & 2016

SCHoLaRSHiP aPPLiCatioN DeaDLiNe
June 1, 2015
See inside for more details.
Learn more and apply at www.alabamacbf.org.

SoWiNg SeeDS of HoPe SummeR CHaLLeNge
Summer 2015
Perry County, AL
See inside for more details.
Learn more at www.alabamacbf.org.

aLCBf State offeRiNg
See inside for more details.
Learn more at www.alabamacbf.org.


