
 

Chinese New Year greetings from the Nordic Centre  

 

As most Chinese people are busily headed back to their home towns 

to see family for the holiday celebrations, the Year of the Monkey is 

nigh upon us.  Known for its intelligence, quick wits, stubbornness, and 

curiosity — combined with a dash of snobbishness — the monkey is 

perhaps the closest the Chinese Zodiac comes to the archetypal 

scholar. We’ll take it as a good omen for  Sino-Nordic academic 

collaboration in 2016, and thus for the Nordic Centre here in Shanghai. 

 

In this issue of the newsletter, you can read about our plans for 

workshops in connection with 2016’s Council Meetings, the work of 

the SNoW network, a Swedish professor who has received China’s 

highest academic honour, a Sino-European collaboration on cancer 

research,  and more. You’ll also get a look back at the past few 

months, with pictures from the  20th anniversary celebration in 

October and the annual St Lucia performance in December — and the 

unfortunate story of Kangkang, a monkey the Chinese people love to 

hate. 

 

I wish you all a Happy Spring Festival. 

春节快乐！ 
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Nordic Centre regularly receives, assists, and appreciates the company of visiting 

scholars from our member universities. But what are some of the important 

things to keep in mind before coming to China, and what can you expect as a 

visiting scholar at Nordic Centre? Our new handbook should address some of the 

most important questions our visiting scholars-to-come have, whether it be 

about the Chinese internet, registering at a public security bureau, advice for 

finding a place to stay, what facilities they’ll have at their disposal, visa issues, 

and more. Head to nordiccentre.net to download the PDF, and please feel free to 

send us comments on things to include in a version 2.0. 
 

New nordiccentre.net ready — but waiting... 

Guide for visiting scholars 
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We’re happy to announce that we’re launching a new nordiccentre.net website, after some time spent 

figuring out the ins and outs of web design tool Squarespace. Our aim with the new website is twofold: The 

first is to make the opportunities at Nordic Centre more visible to researchers and students at our member 

universities who may not already be acquainted with the centre, including such possibilities as staying here as 

a visiting scholar, hosting seminars in our facilities, applying for funding for events and visits, and keeping track 

of events to come. The second is more selfish — with the new setup our staff will have  much easier time 

updating the website and posting new content. It’s highly adjustable, so we can continue to add new features, 

or tweak existing ones. 

 

At the time of writing, the beta version of the new website is done, but the domain transfer is pending. It 

could happen by the end of the Spring Festival holiday, if the Chinese New Year’s Monkey Gods are merciful. 

We are waiting patiently — and will send out an extra notification  when it has happened, so that we can get 

your feedback and comments as early as possible. 

Funding application deadline approaching! 
The March 10 deadline for applying for funding for a seminar or conference at 

Nordic Centre is approaching. Head to nordiccentre.net to learn more (under 

’research’ — whether it’s the old website or new... See below). 
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Professor Janson receives the award, with President Xi Jinping and Premier Li Keqiang in back. 

 
Uppsala Professor receives China’s highest academic honor  
Words Regina Wang 
 
Jan-Christer Janson, Professor Emeritus of biochemistry at Uppsala University in Sweden, 
was awarded the 2015 state science and technology award in the Great Hall of the People in 
Beijing, China on Jan 6. This is the highest award a foreigner can get in China within the science 
and technology area. President Xi Jinping and Premier Li Keqiang were both present at the 
award ceremony, as you can see in the above photo. 
 
Having collaborated with Chinese scientists and companies since the early 1980s, Professor 
Janson has devoted himself to the field of separation and purification of proteins, and to the 
development of processes for the production of vaccines and cancer drugs. He has also 
lectured about protein separation and held courses for students at universities in Beijing and 
Shanghai. 
 
Nordic Centre would like to congratulate Professor Janson and Uppsala University on this 
extraordinary achievement.  
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Double happiness! 
Workshop on double degrees to be held at Nordic Centre in October 
 

 
International double degrees offer great opportunities for students to grow in different cultural environments, and to 

absorb the best qualities from two institutions with different academic strengths. They also increase employability across 

countries, and can reduce risks associated with taking a degree wholly in another country. But what are the challenges -- 

whether academic, cultural, or organizational -- of running such programmes between Chinese and Nordic institutions, 

and what lessons can be used to optimize collaborations and create the best programmes for students? 

 

On Monday, October 17, in connection with the fall Council Meeting in Shanghai and 

the following biannual conference, Nordic Centre will host a workshop addressing 

these questions, drawing on experiences from member university faculty who have 

been central to running and teaching in double degrees within a variety of academic 

disciplines. It will also invite Nordic and Chinese company representatives to give their 

view on what it takes to enter the labour market in a foreign country. If your university 

has a double degree programme with a Chinese partner that you wish to develop, or if 

you're considering launching one, this workshop is intended for you or your colleague. 

To get involved in the programme, please write to Magnus Jorem, Nordic Centre 

Programme Manager, at magnus@nordiccentre.net before June 1, 2016. And please 

contact your Chinese double-degree collaborators to get involved too as soon as possible, whether as a participant or 

contributor (whichever university you collaborate with, in the Shanghai area or elsewhere). 

 

Main organizer: Urban Strandberg, Associate Professor at the University of Gothenburg, Co-organizer: Hilde Skeie, Head 

of Office of International Relations, NTNU: Norwegian University of Science and Technology 
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Promoting the NC vision in a digital age 
Workshop on communication  to be held in Reykjavik in April 
 
Words Hans Egil Offerdal 
 
In April, the University of Iceland will host  the Nordic Centre network for the spring Council meeting. In connection with 

this, a workshop on communication will be held on April 15, focusing on how to promote the possibilities of Sino-Nordic 

relations by way of the Nordic Centre. The aim is to seek methods and best practices for developing and implementing 

approaches for, and increased awareness of, the potential in the Nordic Centre among students and academics at the 

member institutions. The workshop will also seek to establish a framework for communication with external 

stakeholders. Further, the workshop will look at how the Nordic Centre network can attract more members in the Nordic 

countries, by communicating the added value of the cooperation. The methods and best practices will be tied to the 

three priority areas in the NC strategy, research collaboration, educational collaboration and student exchange. 

 

Since the workshop is still ”under construction” –  and a collaborative effort – we encourage all Nordic Centre member 

institutions to come forward with proposals for themes/approaches as well as suggestions for resource persons who can 

contribute as speakers during the event.  

 

Please write to Head of Secretariat Hans Egil Offerdal to get involved.  

mailto:Hans.Offerdal@uib.no


 

Q&A with Dr. Nicolai N. Maolanon on Immunocan and oncology 
 

The second Euro-Asian Experts Conference on Immune 

Biomarkers for Personalized Medicine in Oncology was 

held in in Shanghai on November 12-13, 2015. It was or-

ganized by Immunocan, a joint institute of Fudan Univer-

sity Shanghai Cancer Center and Institut Mérieux labora-

tory of Transgene (in France) created in May 2010. Apart 

from the two founding members,  the University of  

Copenhagen and several other European institutions are 

involved as partners.  

 

 

We took the chance to interview Dr Nicolai N. Maolanon, Postdoctoral scientist from University of  

Copenhagen, on Immunocan and the conference. 

 

Q: What is an immune biomarker, and how is it beneficial in detection and/or prevention? 
 
Dr Maolanon: A biomarker is a parameter one can measure in order to determine a given occurrence. This 

could be disease, pregnancy, or something else. Here, we are looking for biomarkers in cancer patients that 

are indicative of either response to treatment or prognosis. An immune biomarker then is a measurable factor 

related to our immune system such as  immune cells (white blood cells such as neutrophils, dendritic cells, T-

cells), cytokines (signaling molecules that regulate immune response). Predicting response may be useful for 

clinicians to choose the optimal treatment right away. Predicting prognosis (expected survival) will help  

optimize treatment plans by having a way to decide how closely to follow the individual patients. Therefore, 

biomarkers are very important in the field of personalized medicine. 

 

Q: Could you tell us in brief about the Immunocan collaboration? How does the collaboration work, and which 

researchers are involved on the UCPH side? 

 

Dr Maolanon: It is a European funded consortium running over four years (2012-2015) where the main  

objectives have been knowledge-exchange and technology-transfer. These goals were met by  

organizing summer school events for Chinese and European scholars at graduate, PhD, and postdoc level.  

Conferences were organized in order to gather leading scientist from both China and Europe to disseminate 

their work. Workshops were held to get input and feedback on our scientific work from experts in the field. 

The consortium partners include China, France, Germany, Italy and Denmark. From  the University of  

Copenhagen, Professor Ola Blixt had, with the other partners, planned the contents and aims of the consorti-

um. From his research team, I have participated in the practical execution of the different activities where  

experimental lab work has constituted the major workload, i.e. implementing new technical methods in the 

Chinese lab.  

 

(cont. next page)  
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(cont.) 

 

Q: What is the benefit of Sino-European collaboration in this research field -- i.e. are there  

complementary strengths on the European and Chinese sides?  

 

Dr Maolanon: All activities took place at  Fudan University Cancer Centre, FUSCC, a very renowned hospital with 

some of the country’s best medical doctors. The collaboration has benefited much from their expertise and pro-

vision of patient samples. Doctors Zhi-ming SHAO and Jiong WU from the breast cancer department have been 

particularly involved throughout the four-year period. The contribution from Europe has been of a more  

technical scientific character. Setting up and implementing new technologies for analysis patient samples have 

been a central component in the collaboration.  

 

Q: What was the purpose of the recent Euro-Asian Experts Conference on Immune Biomarkers for Personalized 

Medicine in Oncology, and how did it go? 

 

Dr Maolanon: The purpose was to gather the leading scientists in the field from Europe and China (and USA) to 

have the latest findings presented and learn from their talks. Networking and closer European-Chinese relations 

have obviously also been major motivations for organizing the conference. The event was certainly a success 

with Xuetao CAO and Laurance Zitvogel chairing. Among the speakers were Alexander Eggermont, director of 

Institute Gustave Roussy, France, Guido Kroemer, research director at INSERM, France and Alberto Mantovani 

scientific director at Humanities Clinical and Research Center, Italy. The audiences were appreciative of the  

programme and the invited speakers were impressed with the organization and the support from the volun-

teering Fudan students helping with logistics and other practicalities.  

 

Q: Have there been any new breakthroughs in this field in recent years?  

 

Dr Maolanon: PD-1 and PD-L1 antibody drugs have recently been developed for lung- and other cancer types. 

In breast cancer, antibody treatments (Trastuzumab) of HER2 positive patients have led to much better out-

come for this group of patients. Several cancer vaccine products are currently going through clinical evalua-

tions. Other techniques include immunogenic chemotherapy, which is a combo of CT treatment rendering tu-

mor cells more sensitive to immunotherapy. Finally, there is the way of extracting immune cells, exposing them 

to cancer antigens and re-introducing them into the body. 

 

We would like to thank Dr. Maolanon for taking the time to answer our questions about this crucial area of 

research in a way understandable to laypersons.  
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Back to Stockholm — Farewell to Nordic Centre! 

Words Robin Bodin 

This autumn semester I, Robin Bodin, have had the privi-

lege of working as an intern at the Nordic  

Centre.  As my final week has arrived I would like to share 

some thoughts and send my regards to the people that 

have made my experience in Shanghai enjoyable and 

challenging.  

 

Under the guidance of Programme Manager Magnus 

Jorem, I got the opportunity to indulge in an array of 

tasks. Many a times I have been expected to step out of 

my comfort zone and work outside of my established 

skillset. This has been a great factor in allowing me to 

grow with the job and as a person. I have greatly appreci-

ated the trust that I have been given and I hope that I 

honored it by approaching challenges with my best effort. 

  

Learning on the fly and being in unfamiliar situations have 

been characteristics true to both work and everyday life. 

As a first time visitor in China I have had to go through 

some obvious obstacles such as peak hour subway rides 

and limited communication skills. But for the vast majori-

ty of my time in Shanghai I have been in awe of the diver-

sity and vibrancy of the city. Friendships that I greatly 

cherish have been crafted and I certainly look forward to 

returning in the near future. 

 

As a final note I would like to express my appreciation 

toward my colleagues Magnus, Gavin and Regina. Thank 

you for making me feel welcome from the very first day 

and for taking me under your wings during the course of 

the semester. I will dearly miss sharing laughs after long 

workdays and all other aspects that add up to this enjoya-

ble working environment. Keep up the good work -- I will 

see you all soon again. 

Sincerely,  

Robin Bodin  

Business student at Stockholm University 

The Nordic Centre would like to thank Robin for all his 

great work, and wish him the best of luck in his further 

studies. (We also hope he comes back to visit often). 

 

Glimpses of St Lucia, December 2015 

The Swedish-class students made up an impressive choir of 

40 students in the Nordic Centre lobby, which was already 

packed with about 150 people in the audience. No fire was 

started.  

Our Swedish teacher Lin Engdahl with the 

martyred saint herself.  Lin rehearsed the 

Lucia song with several Chinese classes for 

months and the song is still stuck in her 

head. 



 

There will be SNoW 
By Robin Bodin 
 

Will China grow old before it grows rich? Economists and China-watchers have long debated the 

question. Due in part to the one-child policy, in part to longer life-expectancy, the proportion of the 

Chinese population over the age of 65 is growing rapidly. Even with the phasing out of the one-child 

policy, the 65+ demographic will likely increase to about a fifth of the population by 2030, while the 

proportion of young people and working-age adults decreases. As China copes with its aging society, 

its leadership also faces many other social challenges, including wealth inequality, unemployment, 

and regional imbalances. Consequently, Chinese leaders are looking abroad for inspiration from oth-

er societies. With sustained governmental success over the past decades, the Nordic nations – with 

ageing society challenges of their own -- have become great examples of how societies can address 

social issues while growing their economies. Interest in the “Nordic Model” has come from all cor-

ners of the world, and China is among the watchful.  

 

The Sino-Nordic Welfare Research Network, SNoW for short, is a network of scholars sharing re-

search on social issues and welfare policies in the Nordic countries and China. The initiative for the 

SNoW programme came from participants of a multi-national collaboration in 2007. The collabora-

tion was aimed at promoting cooperation between researchers in Nordic Studies, and resulted in a 

book called The Nordic Welfare State. Following that publication, Professor Stein Kuhnle, co-author 

of the book, jointly with colleagues launched the SNoW programme as a means to carry on the suc-

cessful work. With a reputable collection of active contributors, SNoW also offers advice and input 

into Nordic research policy. 

 

Professor Kuhnle is still the main pillar for work conducted by SNoW. He is a renowned name in the 

field of comparative politics and a professor at the University of Bergen. In addition to his work with 

SnoW, Stein played a vital role in the establishment of the Nordic Centre and remains active in its 

work, attaining an honorary professorship at Fudan University in connection with the 20th anniver-

sary celebration in October. From September to the end of December, he was stationed at Fudan, 

during this time he has been in and out of the NC office.  
 

(continued on next page) 

“Stein played a vital role in the establishment of the Nordic Centre and remains  
active in its work, attaining an honorary professorship at Fudan University in  
connection with the 20th anniversary celebration in October” 
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(cont.) 

 

In early November, SNoW held a course with over 20 PhD candidates (representing not only the five Nordic coun-

tries and China but also Mongolia, South Korea, and Albania) on the analysis of welfare institutions and policies in 

the Nordic countries and China. It was the second PhD course within the network, the first having taken place in 

2013, and the latest in the series of SNoW events, another recent one being a workshop on “ageing welfare and 

social policy” in Beijing this summer, co-organized with the newly-created Sino-Nordic Welfare Laboratory at the 

Institute of Sociology, Chinese Academy of Social Sciences.  

 

I talked to Stein about the near future. For starters, as a network dependent on external funding, future financiers 

are always a question to tackle. Stein explains that they are currently in a transition period going from the gener-

ous NCM funding agreement and are looking for new sources  to keep up the work. “I am confident that the right 

opportunity will arise. It is important for us to maintain the good work and keep SNoW from melting away”. The 

University of Bergen has previously been a partial contributor in funding and will stay on board for the coming 

year, along with other potential financiers.  

 

For future initiatives Stein is hopeful that the diverse collaboration can keep growing. He says that the PhD course 

in particular has been a great tool for enhancing SNoW’s outreach. It will remain an essential part of the pro-

gramme, with one planned for 2017, if funding can be secured, in Shanghai or Beijing on analyzing social policy de-

velopments in China/East Asia and the Nordic countries. On a personal note he believes that for young scholars 

these kinds of experiences in networking and interaction are essential for a future career in research. “Exchanging 

ideas and perspectives with people from different backgrounds within in the same field allows for the attendee to 

garner instruments and knowledge that will separate them from the norm”. 

 

Sino-Nordic dialogues on welfare models and social issues will certainly remain crucial – and policymakers in both 

regions should be paying close attention if they want their societies to grow richer, even as they grow older.  

Read more on the SNoW website. 
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Case studies and roleplay: 
Course on East Asian culture at NHH 
 

Each year, Norwegian School of Economics (NHH) offers an elective course on East Asian culture and 

communication. The aim of the course is to train the students to become interculturally competent. Based on case 

studies, reflection texts and role plays, the students learn to identify and reflect on the similarities and the 

differences in Scandinavian and East Asian attitudes, norms and values. 

 The course gathers about 30 students each year, from about 10 different nationalities (1/3 Nordic 

student, 1/3 European and 1/3 Asian students).  

 The students have enjoyed the pedagogical approach and the course was elected in 2014 as one of the 4 

most innovative and engaging at NHH. The course is taught by PhD Research Scholar Annelise Ly and Associate 

Professor Kristin Rygg. 

 

nhh.no  

International Association for Energy Economics Conference in Bergen  
  

ANNOUNCEMENT: Norwegian School of Economics (NHH) is pleased to welcome you to the 39th Annu-
al IAEE International Conference. The meeting will be held June 19-22 at NHH in Bergen, Norway.  
  Among the broad energy sector themes, a special emphasis of the 2016 International Conference 
is on uncertainty and expectations. Energy systems are becoming increasingly interdependent and inte-
grated, raising the importance globally of changes in resources, markets, technology, policy, environ-
ment and climate change.    
 The conference organizers have received a record high number of 720 submitted abstracts of pa-
pers. The number of submitted abstracts from Chinese contributors is also considerably higher the rec-
orded for any IAEE International Conference thus far. 
  For more information about the Conference and the programme, please visit iaee2016nhh.no 
 

NHH’s fjordside campus in Bergen, Norway 
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Glimpses from Nordic Centre’s 20th anniversary  
October 2015 

Fudan’s choir performs Swedish and Chinese songs at anniversary ceremony. 

Group shot outside Guanghua Towers 
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Head of Secretariat Anne Christine Johannesen and 

Director of Nordic Centre Chen Yinzhang. 

Stein Kuhnle receives honorary professorship at Fudan 

University, presented by Qin Shaode, former Chancellor 

of Fudan. 

Students of innovation management from Sino-Danish Centre in Bejiing lead a workshop on innovation in higher 

education as part of the anniversary programme.  
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BI Norwegian Business School’s Kjell Eliassen, professor and early driving force behind Nordic Centre, addresses 

the audience. 

Director of Nordic Institute of Asian Studies, Geir Helgesen, conveys a message from Dagfinn Høybråten, 

Secretary-General of the Nordic Council of Ministers (pictured on book cover) 
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Consul-General of Sweden Victoria Li gave a speech 

on Sino-Nordic cultural ties. 

Chen Yinzhang, Director of Nordic Centre, gave 

a cheerful address for the occasion 

The many moods of Council Meetings: Nordic Centre Programme Manager Magnus Jorem, Current Nordic Centre Director 

Zhu Chouwen, Departing Nordic Centre Director Chen Yinzhang, and Foreign Affairs Office Programme Manager Yvonne Xu 

Nordic Centre Council Meeting on day before the anniversary.  
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Aalto University’s business and career seminar drew plenty of Chinese and Nordic students.  

The University of Copenhagen’s Marianne Stig giveing 

information to Chinese students on Education Day.  

Reception in Nordic Centre Lobby after business 

seminar 
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Year of Apes: CCTV up to some serious monkey business  
Words Regina Wang 

 
 
As the Year of the Monkey has been approaching,  
Chinese audiences have been astonished by the 3D design 
of the mascot of the Spring Festival Gala 2016. Kangkang, a 
cute little monkey turned into a horribly ugly monster. 
Who is the culprit? 
 
The original 2D image of Kangkang (left) was designed by 
Han Meilin, a famous artist in China who had also contrib-
uted to the design of Fuwa, the 2008 Beijing Olympics mas-
cots. You can see from the picture that it is a rather lovely 
monkey in the traditional Chinese ink- and wash painting 
style. 
 
However, when Chinese state broadcaster CCTV, the  
organizer of the national Spring Festival Gala, made a 3D 

model of Kangkang, it turned  the monkey (pictured below) into an eye-sore of a monster destined for  
national ridicule. 
 
When 3D Kangkang was posted on Weibo, the Chinese Twitter, it was like a bomb, followed by 53,000 com-
ments within 3 hours. The Chinese audiences cannot accept such an image for their Gala. Han Meilin, the 
artist himself ,also announced that he had only designed the 2D picture with the head and had nothing to do 
with the 3D design of the whole body. 
 
You may be amazed by the two mysterious balls beside Kangkang’s face. Han explained that when the little 
monkeys ate a lot, their cheeks would bulge. He insisted on keeping the two balls but had no idea how terri-
fying they would look like in the 3D design. 
 
CCTV has deleted the 3D design of Kangkang on weibo, and we are looking forward to know how it will look 
like in the Spring Festival Gala on the night of Chinese New Year Eve. 
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Research events since October 2015 
 

October 21: Panels on 1) Welfare (Primary organizer: University of Bergen), 2) Security (Primary 

organizers: University of Copenhagen and Nordic Institute of Asian Studies), 3) Feminism and 

gender equality (Primary organizers: University of Oslo and Nordic Institute of Asian Studies, 4) 

Environmental challenges (Panelists: Stockholm University, University of Oslo, Fudan University). 

  

October 22: 1) Workshop on innovation in higher education (Organized by Nordic Centre with help 

from students at Sino-Danish Centre), 2) Symposium on Nordic businesses in China (Primary 

organizer: Aalto University) 3) Seminar on lifelong learning (Organizers: Tampere University, 

University of Turku, Helsinki University, University of Eastern Finland) 

 

October 26-27: Chinese Accents and Accented Chinese. Seminar. Primary organizer: Aarhus 

University. 

November 2-12: Course on Multilateral Environmental Agreements. Two-week seminar. Primary 

organizers: University of Eastern Finland and United Nations Environmental Program. 

November 3-6: SNoW PhD course on welfare. Primary organizer: University of Bergen. 

November 17-20: Sino-Swedish Excellence Seminars, with Lund University, Stockholm University, 

Uppsala University, Linköping University, Chalmers, and KTH 

November 23-25: ICT Assisted Methods for Measuring Behaviour & Architectures in Complex 

Foodscapes – A Global Approach. Training and research course. Primary organizer: Aalborg 

University. 

If you would like to organize a research event at Nordic Centre or elsewhere at Fudan 

University, please write to magnus@nordiccentre.net 

 

Remember that you can also apply for Nordic Centre funding for holding such events (next 

deadline is March 10, 2016!). You can also apply for funding for shorter research stays 

through the Research Platform. Read more at nordiccentre.net 
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