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Springs Utilities at some 
point should have their 
own concerns. There’s no 
water in the pipe yet, but 
I would think CSU would 
worry that the pipe could 
work out of the ground.”

The 66-inch diameter 
pipe is buried several feet 
under the ground in a 
route that shoots straight 
across Pueblo West and 
Walker Ranches, a total of 
17 miles from Pueblo Dam 
to the El Paso County 
line. Along the way, it 
crosses arroyos which are 
facing erosion damage 
after vegetation was dis-
turbed when the pipeline 
went in.

One aerial photo sup-
plied by Walker shows 
how a stock pond over-
flowed following the rains 
as water from the SDS 
scar joined flows from a 
natural draw that normal-
ly feeds the pond. During 
numerous SDS meetings, 
Walker argued the new 

pipeline should have fol-
lowed the existing Foun-
tain Valley Conduit along 
more natural contours.

Some residents of 
northern Pueblo West 
also reported flooding 
issues.

“We’ve lived out here 
11 years and haven’t had 
an issue with water until 
the last three years,” said 
Cindy Overton.

She and her husband 
Brent live on Bat Master-
son Road, near the south 
end of Walker Ranches. 
Even though it’s been dry 
the past two years, there 
was some minor flood-

ing after rain events, and 
more flooding Monday. 
“We didn’t have puddles 
like this before.

“We had neighbors lose 
basements,” she said.

Further up the pipeline 
route, Dwain Maxwell 
had a different issue with 
runoff. He complained 
that excessive water-
ing on the SDS scar last 
year had created a weed 
problem on his fence line 
in the middle of a very 
dry year.

“They’ve stopped wa-
tering now, and Mother 
Nature is doing a good 
job,” Maxwell said. “The 

ways have washed out, 
Centa said.

“It’s both the amount 
of water and the in-
tensity of the rainfall,” 
Centa said.

Years of drought had 
killed native grasses, 
damaging the ground 
and creating stronger 
runoff during storms. 
The tumbleweeds 
began growing in the 
damaged ground after 
rains in August and 
September last year.

In other areas, 
Pueblo County had 
fewer problems after 
Sunday’s rain than it 
experienced two weeks 
earlier.

“We’re still working 
on some of the roads 
from the earlier storm,” 
said Alf Randall, 
Pueblo County public 
works director.
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We’ve lived out here 11 years and haven’t had an 
issue with water until the last three years.
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grass is growing in rows, 
about 6 inches apart, but 
CSU has kept it growing. 
There are still weeds.”

The commissioners 
had a compliance hear-
ing on the 1041 permit 
earlier this year, and an-

other may be in Colorado 
Springs Utilities’ future.

“I imagine an issue 
like this could prompt a 
meeting,” McFadyen said. 
“It’s our job to protect 
our constituents.”
cwoodka@chieftain.com

Call 719-544-0901 Today
1619 N. Greenwood, Suite 308

tmjsleepcolorado.com

An oral appliance for Obstructive Sleep Apnea may 
be your answer. Dr. Jim Beck constructs custom oral 
appliances for the treatment of patients with OSA 
who can’t tolerate their CPAP.

Can’t
use
your
CPAP
machine?


