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Liberia, Sierra Leone Partner with Norway 
The UMC of Liberia and Sierra Leone signed a partnership agreement with the UMC of Norway on Feb. 13 at the 
UMC Central Office in Monrovia, Liberia. The partnership is intended to establish a UMC Regional Competence 
Center (UMCRCC) in West Africa. The three institutions were represented by the Rev. Dr. John G. Innis (Liberia), 
the Rev. John K. Yambasu (Sierra Leone), and the Rev. Tove Odland (Norway and General Secretary of the Nor-
way Board of Global Ministries—Metodistkirkens Misjonsselskap). The three church leaders are expected to pro-
vide steering leadership for the center. 

According to the agreement, the UMCRCC will serve as the core entity that will connect the parties and provide 
practical diaconal assistance to needed communities. It will also engage in academic research, training and the 
promotion of best practices among partners, as well as others who are interested in the services that the center 
will provide. 

The center will establish a relationship with academic institutions such as the UM University in Monrovia, the UM 
University in Freetown and with relevant academic institutions in Norway and other parts of the world. 

In separate remarks, the two West African bishops thanked the UMC of Norway for their commitment to helping 
Liberia and Sierra Leone in their development drives after several years of war in their respective countries. “We 
will live up to the details of the partnership agreement and be a blessing to the needy,” the two bishops added. 

The UMC in Norway has been in partnership with the UMC in Africa through several annual conferences since 
2004. Through its mission program, Partnership in Development, UMC Norway’s cooperation with UMC Liberia 
started in 2006, showing progress in the construction of several schools, clinics, latrines, teachers’ quarters and 
hand pumps, among others. 

A joint discussion among all three conferences began in 2011 to look into the possibility of expanding the work to 
include Sierra Leone. A successful feasibility study in Sierra Leone took place early in 2012, followed by training in 
both Norway and Liberia. 

The purpose of the agreement is to emphasize the cooperation among the three parties and to create a regional 
center in order to strengthen the commitment to the continuous development and improvement of the Partnership 
in Development program. —http://liberiaunitedmethodistchurch.org 

Fire Leaves Sierra Leone Conference without Office 
The Sierra Leone Annual Conference sustained an estimated $40,000 in damage to its conference office in a 
fire Feb. 15 that caused the death of a Sierra Leone National Power Authority worker. The fire came after a 
loud explosion that drove occupants from the building. The power authority worker emerged from the base-
ment with his clothes burning. The basement houses power authority transformers. 

The conference, preparing for its annual conference session Mar. 5–10, was forced to work outside its office to 
try to finish preparations. Because the conference anticipates that it will have to pay for the work to repair the 
damage, a preliminary estimate put the cost to the conference at $40,000, which includes electrical supplies to 
be used for re-wiring the building; electrical appliances destroyed in the blast, including air-conditioners, com-
puters and accessories, refrigerators; and labor for the re-installation. There is not yet an estimate of what it 
will cost for the conference to continue to do business without being able to use its office. 

After an emergency meeting with elders of the church, Bishop John K. Yambasu wrote to the power authority 
to express “heartfelt condolence to the National Power Authority and the family of Momodu Bangura,” but also 



to note that the conference had previously asked the power authority to move the transformers. “As we assess 
the cost of damage to the building, our work as a church and work time loss and financial implications to our 
tenants, we are asking that the National Power Authority take immediate steps to do the re-wiring and installa-
tion of electricity supply to the building,” the bishop wrote. 

Phileas Jusu, the UM communicator for Sierra Leone, wrote in an email to UM News Service, “We are trying to 
cope with a very challenging moment as a conference. The main power service provider for the Freetown Me-
tropolis—the Bumbuna dam—is down. Even before the fire accident at UMC House, we used to have frequent 
power cuts in the office. And there is hardly electricity in the part of the city where I live—once a week for 12 
hours at best.” Anyone wishing to help can send support to the Sierra Leone Annual Conference to Sierra Leo-
ne Undesignated Advance #00387A. Those wishing to donate office equipment can contact Bishop Yambasu 
(23276689480). —UMNS 

Young People Seek Church Relevance 
“How many of you are tired of hearing The UMC is dying?” Those were Glen Simpson’s first words to partici-
pants at Relevance X 2013, a three-day leadership conference in Las Vegas Feb. 15–17 for young people 18 to 
30. Through energetic worship services, sermons, dialogue and a unique “field trip,” participants focused on 
service and how it should be a key component of their faith. They were challenged to exhibit their personal 
faith by being a servant to those in need. 

The Desert Southwest Annual Conference began hosting Rel-
evance X in 2010. Now an annual event, Relevance X aims to 
reach young adults who often find themselves without a voice in the church. The event was also sponsored by 
Claremont School of Theology and Rethink Church, part of UM Communications. 

“We need to ask each other how we can become more relevant as a church, how we can become better lead-
ers,” said Simpson, Desert Southwest’s coordinator for young adult ministries. “Relevance X is all about 
providing that platform.” 

For the second year, Relevance X ran side by side with LEAD 2013, another conference geared toward young 
clergy and lay leaders and those who work with young people. LEAD brings together the collective wisdom of 
those who want to transform and grow young adult ministry in the church. “TED-style” (Theology, Entertain-
ment, Design) talks from a variety of faith leaders and those in creative ministry sparked conversation among 
participants focused on transforming young adult ministry in the church. 

“I noticed leaders would come to Relevance X without their kids and thought, ‘How do we do this conference for 
a group?’” said the Rev. Rob Rynders, LEAD organizer and pastor of City Square Church in Phoenix. 

Relevance/LEAD 2013 sought to highlight unique ministries that are engaging young people and find ways similar 
creative ministries could be created with newer ways to appeal to those who the church does not now reach. 

Richard Kentopp, musician-in-residence at Servant Church in Austin, Texas, offers three tips on how to bring 
new or non-churched people into your worship service: (1) Identify what language you’re speaking, both inten-
tionally and unintentionally, and be aware of it. (2) Set your preferences aside. Encourage your congregation to 
think outside their preferences. (3) Make some changes. Risk your job. Be courageous. Be dynamic. The sta-
tus quo isn’t working and if it is working for you, it won’t for much longer. 

One vital aspect of worship for youth is music. “Your primary weekly worship gathering is the main door to the 
community, and youth know Kanye West and Jay-Z more than they know James Taylor,” Kentopp said. “This 
isn’t a preference thing; it’s a true linguistic barrier.” 

The centerpiece of Relevance X 2013 was a service experience with Impact Las Vegas, an outreach ministry in 
a part of Las Vegas that doesn’t get shown on TV. Just a few miles from the lights on “The Strip,” the neigh-
borhoods are far from glamorous. 

More than 500 volunteers loaded onto buses and headed into those areas to clean them up. The volunteers, 
more than one-third aged 18 to 34 and unconnected to a church, picked up trash from the streets and alleys of 
the Palos Verdes neighborhood and cleaned up parts of a nature trail. —Joey Butler, UMCOM 

Two Different Takes on Church Sexuality Debate 
The Rev. Adam Hamilton, senior pastor, UMC of the Resurrection in Leawood, Kan., recently wrote a column 
in the Washington Post in which he said he believes Christians in the future “will read the Bible’s passages re-
garding homosexuality as all Christians today read the Bible’s passages on slavery.” Leaders of Good News, 
an unofficial UM caucus, responded, saying its leaders “believe the Bible’s teaching on sexual morality and 
God’s intention is based on far more than a few isolated verses.” —UMNS 

 LEADERSHIP DEVELOPMENT   

http://www.umcmission.org/Give-to-Mission/Search-for-Projects/Projects/Sierra-Leone-Undesignated
http://relevancex.com/
http://www.relevancelead.com/
http://www.ted.com/
http://rethinkchurch.org/impact-event/impact-las-vegas-2013
http://www.washingtonpost.com/blogs/guest-voices/post/on-homosexuality-many-christians-get-the-bible-wrong/2013/02/13/2443d062-761f-11e2-aa12-e6cf1d31106b_blog.html
http://goodnewsmag.org/2013/02/21/a-matter-of-interpretation-engaging-adam-hamilton/


GBCS Sets 2013 Legislative Priorities 
The General Board of Church & Society (GBCS) has set its 2013 legislative priorities for the 113th U.S. Con-
gress. The priorities include several issues in the headlines recently, such as immigration reform and reducing 
gun violence. There are also holdovers from 2012, such as a combating human trafficking and fully funding 
international family planning. 

The priorities support social justice stances approved by General Conference. The priorities are based on the So-
cial Principles and the Book of Resolutions, which contains statements on Christian social concerns. GBCS’s leg-
islative priorities are determined by the social action agency’s work area directors in consultation with the agen-
cy’s top executive, Jim Winkler. He said the priorities all represent areas in which the faith community can bring a 
unique voice to the legislative process through a focus on justice. The 2013 legislative priorities are: 

 Protect health security 
 Oppose Internet gambling 
 Just, humane immigration reform 
 End mass incarceration in the U.S. 
 Reduce gun violence 
 Support a faithful federal budget 
 Address the global climate crisis 

The legislative priorities are not intended to be a comprehensive list of the advocacy efforts of GBCS, which is 
charged by General Conference to “seek to bring the whole of human life, activities, possessions, use of re-
sources, and community and world relationships into conformity with the will of God.” Instead, he said the pri-
orities tend to represent areas in which the U.S. Congress is expected to take action. Winkler pointed out that 
advocacy efforts targeted at overcoming poverty and improving health resonate with The UMC’s four focus 
areas. —Wayne Rhodes, GBCS 

New Churches in U.S. Surpass Goal 
Church planters established 684 new UM churches in the United States during 2008–2012, surpassing the de-
nomination’s new church development goal for the quadrennium by 34. 

“We want to celebrate the work that our planters, developers, superintendents and bishops have done to plant 
these 684 new churches,” said the Rev. Candace M. Lewis, Executive Director of New Church Starts (Path1), a 
division of The General Board of Discipleship (GBOD). 

Path 1 supported the starting of new congregations in 61 of the 
63 U.S. annual conferences by conducting assessments of po-
tential planters, coaching new church starts and providing oth-
er resources for congregational developers, district superinten-

dents and bishops in their strategic church planting work, Lewis said. 

All five jurisdictions recorded healthy growth: 232 new churches in the Southeastern, 146 in the South Central, 
148 in the North Central, 92 in the Northeastern and 66 in the Western. 

“This data is exciting for us to share so annual conferences can see how they are a part of a larger denomina-
tional church planting movement,” Lewis said. “That’s one of the reasons we celebrate our numerical progress 
as it reflects all of us working together to create new places for new people and to reach more young people 
and diverse people.” 

By comparison, the denomination planted 278 churches during the previous quadrennium ending in 2007. 
Based on the most current data from developers and the General Council on Finance and Administration 
(GCFA), the closure rate for new churches since 2008 has been 8%, or 59 of 684 churches, a vast improve-
ment over the closure rate of 26% during the 2004–2007 period. 

“I think our denomination is starting to see the opportunity to reach new people as the U.S. population grows 
and shifts. A new church is one ‘doorway’ whereby someone can join a new community and grow in faith,.” 
Lewis said, adding that a new church tends “to be very friendly, open and relevant to the context and commu-
nity in which it is started.”  

The new congregations encompass many worship styles and represent a wide variety of planting strategies, 
including multisite projects, where an existing church disciples a new community, and nontraditional starts, 
such as new intentional communities, campus ministries becoming congregations and house/cell churches 
that seek to replicate the apostolic pattern of first-century churches. 

Annual conferences are being intentional about reaching new people to make disciples of Jesus Christ. “In 
being intentional, they are really looking at creative, relevant and nontraditional ways to reach new people,” 
Lewis said.  

 CONGREGATIONAL VITALITY  

 Fund foreign aid to overcome global poverty 
 Reauthorize Violence Against Women Act 
 Fund international family planning 
 Combat human trafficking 
 Enact comprehensive sex education 
 Fund global-health initiatives 

http://umc-gbcs.org/faith-in-action/2013-legislative-priorities
http://www.cokesbury.com/forms/ProductDetail.aspx?pid=1113038


Editor:  Mary Catherine Dean 
Managing Editor:  Barbara Dick 
Publisher:  Neil M. Alexander 
NEWSCOPE, 201 Eighth Ave. So., Nashville, TN 37203; ISSN 1073-4910. 
 
NEWSCOPE © 2013 (USPS 961-360) is supported by subscription income and published by The United  
Methodist Publishing House. It is issued weekly except for the last two weeks of December. 
Subscription: $16.00 for fifty electronic issues per year. 
Permission to quote granted to media of The United Methodist Church, with credit. 
For subscription concerns, call 1-800-672-1789 or e-mail subservices@abingdonpress.com. 
For editorial matters, call 1-800-672-1789 ext. 6151 or e-mail umnewscope@umpublishing.org.  

“When we look at our collective approach to starting new churches, multisite, a second campus and partnered 
church starts are our current leading church planting strategies. I think we have momentum now in reaching 
new people and creating new places, so we’re going to continue to build upon that momentum,” Lewis added. 
“We will start creating new Wesleyan church planting resources this year to help make sure those 684 church-
es become self-sufficient, sustainable, vital congregations.”  

The hope is that the new plants begin to multiply and create other new churches, as well, she said. “This 
quadrennial period we are planning to be very intentional about starting multiethnic, multicultural new church-
es. We also want to reach growing populations and racial/ethnic groups that we aren’t currently reaching,” 
Lewis said. —GBOD 

Imagine No Malaria Launches Mother’s Day Campaign 
Women and children under five represent 85–90% of deaths from malaria. Imagine No Malaria, a ministry of 
The UMC, is launching a Mother’s Day campaign so that mothers in Africa will be able to fight malaria and nur-
ture their children into thriving adults. 

The UMC operates more than 300 hospitals, clinics and health posts throughout Africa. “This health care sys-
tem is vital to saving lives and overcoming this preventable disease,” said Bishop Thomas Bickerton, who 

chairs the UM Global Health Initiative. “Gifts provide these facilities with re-
sources such as rapid diagnostic tests and malaria medication that will help 
mothers who are trying to nurture their children as they suffer from the ef-
fects of malaria.” 

To make a donation in honor or memory of a mother, grandmother, aunt, sister or other nurturing woman, text 
the word MOM to 27222 or go to ImagineNoMalaria.org/sharethelove. Those who donate $150 via the website 
will receive three special Mother’s Day cards as a gift of gratitude. The cards feature poignant photos of Afri-
can mothers with their children. Donations of $200 will receive the cards and a poster. 

Also at the website, watch video tributes to mothers, get resources such as Mother’s Day prayers and read 
the latest news about malaria. In May, follow and participate in a special month-long Mother’s Day tribute at 
facebook.com/umcImagineNoMalaria and pinterest.com/nomalaria. —UMNS 

Forthcoming Events 
“Spokesperson Skill Development Training, Communicating Through the News Media” (Mar. 7)—provided 
by UM Communications (UMCOM) in Nashville (details). 

Confirmation Retreat Weekends (Mar. 8–10, 15–17; Apr. 5–7; 12–14; 19–21; Nov. 8–10)—at Lake Junaluska 
Conference and Retreat Center (details). 

Partnership Roundtable (Mar. 9)—sponsored by In Mission Together of the General Board of Global Minis-
tries (GBGM). The gathering, at Morning Star UMC, 1600 Feise Road, Dardenne Prairie, Mo., is for U.S. congre-
gations interested in partnering with UM faith communities in Honduras (details). 

Daylight Savings Time (Mar. 10) —in most of the United States, it’s time to spring the clocks forward an hour. 

Of Interest 
UM-related Southwestern University (Georgetown, Texas) has named Edward B. Burger as its 15th president. 
Burger is the Francis Christopher Oakley Third Century Professor of Mathematics at Williams College. ……David 
McLaurin (63), IMT Eurasia Partnership Coordinator, died on Feb. 27 at Baylor Hospital in Dallas, Texas. Send con-
dolences and memories of David to his email address imteurasia@gmail.com and post them on the In Mission To-
gether Eurasia group page: http://www.facebook.com/groups/imteurasia/. Send donations to the "David McLaurin 
Outreach Fund," c/o Frenda Bjornlie, Lovers Lane UMC, 9200 Inwood Rd., Dallas, Texas 75220 (214-691-4721). 

 GLOBAL HEALTH   
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