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After a great year in 2014, with an Arts Council grant, three books and many quality live events to 
celebrate, we are looking forward to an exciting Spring and Summer schedule for 2015. 

Our publishing programme for 2015 expands the boundaries of our remit, ‘site-specific’ literature, 
moving outside the traditional concerns of psychogeography and place-writing, addressing 
challenging and controversial contemporary subjects.

The big project for 2015 is the publication of the much anticipated Imaginary Cities (July 2015) 
by Derry writer, Darran Anderson. An expansive exploration of the role of the city in the human 
imagination, and more importantly, literature. Imaginary Cities is an inventive piece of creative 
non-fiction that examines the city from global macrocosm to the microcosm of its inhabitants’ 
perspectives. It rethinks the ideas of utopia and dystopia, urban exploration, alienation and 
resistance. 

Imaginary Cities is a step forward for Influx Press in terms of scope and ambition; hotly anticipated 
by Darran Anderson’s 11,000 + Twitter followers currently tracking the genesis of the project, 
Imaginary Cities is set to greatly raise the profile of both Darran as a writer and bring the work 
we are doing at Influx Press to a wider audience.

We kick off the year in February with Luxury of the Dispossessed by poet and artist Dan Duggan; a 
frank and disturbing collection of poetry charting the experience of ten years spent on psychiatric 
wards under the provisions of the 1983 Mental Health Act. Luxury of the Dispossessed is an 
uncompromising publication for Influx Press, exploring a difficult and challenging subject.

In March, we publish our first creative non-fiction title of the year, with the arrival of the 
controversial Total Shambles by George F. This is a brazen, funny, personal and unashamedly 
political work that addresses the issue of squatting and housing in London. Total Shambles is an 
essential work for anyone interested in the issue of public and private space in modern Britain. 

Continuing this politicised and issue-led theme, April sees the publication of Settled Wanderers: 
The Poetry of a Landless People, edited and curated by regular Influx Press contributor, Sam 
Berkson. Possibly the very first published English translations of Saharawi poetry in the world, 
and our first foray into translation. 

As normal you can keep in touch with our events, productions and books on our website,  
influxpress.com or through Twitter - @influxpress and Facebook.

We are excited about our future and hope you are too.

Kit Caless & Gary Budden - Directors, Influx Press. 

Welcome
“beneath the paving stones...”



Imaginary Cities by Darran Anderson - July 2015

Inspired by the surreal accounts of the explorer and 
‘man of a million lies’ Marco Polo, Imaginary Cities 
charts the metropolis and the imagination, and the 
symbiosis therein. A work of creative non-fiction, 
the book roams through space, time and possibility, 
mapping cities of sound, melancholia and the afterlife, 
where time runs backwards or which float among the 
clouds. 

In doing so, Imaginary Cities seeks to move beyond 
the clichés of psychogeography and hauntology, to 
not simply revisit the urban past, or our relationship 
with it, but to invade and reinvent it.

Following in the lineage of Borges, Calvino, Chris
Marker and Kenneth White, the book examines the 
city from global macrocosm to the microcosm of 
its inhabitants’ perspectives. It rethinks the ideas of 
utopias and dystopias, urban exploration, alienation 
and resistance. It claims that the Situationists lacked 
ambition when they suggested, ‘Beneath the paving 
stones, the beach.’ 

Instead, beneath the paving stones, we may just be 
able to discern the entire universe.

Darran Anderson is a writer from Derry. 
He is former contributing editor to 3:AM Magazine and 
Dogmatika.

He has written the 33 1/3 study of Serge Gainsbourg’s
Histoire de Melody Nelson (Bloomsbury, 2013) as well 
as the forthcoming Jack Kerouac – Critical Lives 
(Reaktion Books) and A Hubristic Flea (3:AM Press, 
2014).

Extra information: 

This book has already gathered a great deal of attention via its dedicated Twitter account @oniropolis. Set up 
by Darran in the summer 2014 it has already gathered 11,000+ followers (as of Dec 2014). Off the back of this 
Darran has been interviewed about the book by The Atlantic and there is a lot of press interest already. 

July 2015 | Pbk | 304pp | 978-0-9927655-9-0| £12.99

The Big One



Western Sahara, a former Spanish colony between 
Morocco and Algeria is no longer politically recognised, 
having been invaded by Morocco during a border war 
following the death of  Franco. The former nomadic 
people of Western Sahara live in Tindouf over the border 
in Algeria in a collection of long running refugee camps 
(160,000 people, living there for over 35 years). Poetry is 
a cultural tradition in the Western Sahara that goes back 
millennia.

In 2013 poet Sam Berkson was invited by the charity Olive 
Branch to visit the non-state Western Sahara as a poet in 
residence. In March 2014, after a successful crowdfunding 
campaign, Influx Press raised enough money to send him 
back to gather and translate the poetry of the Saharawi. 

Settled Wanderers is a collection of interpreted (Hassaniya 
to English) poems from the greatest poets of the Western 
Sahara, such as Badi, Beyibouh and Al Hadra. They have 
been translated into English by Sam and an assistant. 

Settled Wanderers also features poems Sam wrote while in 
residence at the refugee camp and an opening essay from 
prominent academics about the struggle the Western 
Saharans face for emancipation and self-governance.

Sam Berkson is a poet from London. 
He is the author of acclaimed collection Life In Transit 
(Influx Press 2012)

He runs workshops in schools and wrote words for 
Lorenzo Vitturi’s astonishing photobook Dalston 
Anatomy. Sam has been performing poetry for many 
years as ‘Angry Sam’. He is part of the famous Hammer 
& Tongue collective.

Extra information: 

To our knowledge this is the first time the poetry of Western Sahara has been translated and interpreted into 
English. Settled Wanderers also contains the original poems of the Saharawi in Arabic (translated from the oral 
dialect of Western Sahara, Hassaniya), creating a valuable cultural document for our tumultuous times. 

April 2015 | Pbk | 180pp | 978-0-9927655-4-5| £9.99

Settled Wanderers by Sam Berkson - April 2015
The Important One



After slipping through the cracks of modern life and into 
the amoral underground beyond work-a-day society, 
George F finds himself at the heart of London’s political 
frontline, where anarchy, alcohol and addiction stalk the 
streets of a different city to the one you know.

From life on the street to behind the barricades, from the 
occupation of derelict buildings to inevitable evictions 
and confrontation with law and order, from euphoria to 
despair, Total Shambles follows the journey of an idealistic 
writer as he tries to thrive and survive in the contentious 
world of squatting in London.

This book is a memoir / piece of creative non-fiction about 
the author’s (under pseudonym) years as a squatter and 
anarchist in London. The book is unashamedly anarchist 
in nature, but as much critical of the ideology in practice 
as it is praising in its lofty ideals. This book is a genuinely 
unique insight into a world few people access, one of 
stigma, misrepresentation, crime and forgiveness. There 
will be no book like this on the market next year, no book 
with the inside step on a subculture and housing practice 
that is being rapidly erased by the relentless drive of private 
property ownership. 

George F. is a writer, performance poet and natural farmer.

He has travelled extensively across Europe and Asia working 
with socially excluded groups ranging from the homeless in 
London to heroin addicts and street kids in Kuala Lumpur. 

Total Shambles is his first book.

Extra information: 

Artwork for Total Shambles is by radical illustrator Edd Baldry. All names in the book have been changed to 
protect the innocent, and the guilty. George F. will appear at readings, but not always as the same person. 

March 2015 | Pbk | 330pp | 978-1-9103120-4-9| £9.99

Total Shambles by George F. - March 2015
The Political One



Luxury of the Dispossessed is the debut collection from 
poet and artist Dan Duggan. 

It is a book of derelicts, poems from purgatory, stories of 
incarceration on psychiatric wards under the provisions 
of The Mental Health Act.

Duggan deals with the characters he met over a decade 
in and out of psychiatric care, from those on the acute 
mental health wards, to specialist units dealing with severe 
starvation, depression, suicide attempts and self-harm.

Luxury of the Dispossessed is not all darkness or terror; 
the poems celebrate kindness in awful circumstances; a 
shared cigarette among friends, communal watching of 
bad TV, encouragement and support found in the most 
unlikely of places.

Exploring the space of the psychiatric ward through 
poetry and art, this is a vital new collection giving a voice 
to those who so often go unheard. 

For those who have experienced mental illness or know 
someone who has, this poetry collection will challenge, 
comfort and amuse in equal measure. 

Dan Duggan is formerly a patient at The Bethlem Royal Hospital, 
the oldest pyschiatric hospital in the country. Much of his thirties 
has been spent on various psychiatric wards, mainly under the 
provision of the 1983 Mental Health Act. 

Now in recovery his work has appeared multiple times in Ambit, 
Poetry and Audience and Magma. 

Extra information: 

Dan Duggan’s art work and poetry will be part of a new exhibition at the Bethlem Gallery in early 2015.

Feb 2015 | Pbk | 64pp | 978-1-9103120-3-2| £8.99

Luxury of the Dispossessed by Dan Duggan - Feb 2015
The Uncompromising One



Influx Press Titles 2014 
Back Catalogue

Outside Looking On
by Chimène Suleyman

London born poet and critic Chimène Suleyman has lived under 
the watchful eye of Canary Wharf for most of her life.

Her debut poetry collection Outside Looking On, explores the 
positive and negative side of loneliness and boredom, using the 
Docklands as allegory and symbol. The tall, glass monoliths are 
as lonely as the characters who exist around them. But they offer 
constant support; a navigational tool, stars in the sky, always 
there, lights on. 

Outside Looking On was selected as one of the ‘books of the year’ 
by Laura Bates in the Guardian

‘Vivid and funny, sometimes horrific but always human. 
Chimène Suleyman is an extraordinary talent’ – Evie Wyld

Sept 2014 | Pbk | 64pp | 978-0-9927655-5-2| £8.99

Above Sugar Hill 
by Linda Mannheim

Above Sugar Hill is an unforgettable collection of short stories set 
in Washington Heights, NYC.

These tales of New York take place between 1973 and 2001 – a 
Puerto Rican Independentista fends off the FBI, a young girl spots 
Marilyn Monroe more than ten years after Monroe’s suicide, an 
opera-singing housing activist goes missing and presumed to 
have been murdered. Above Sugar Hill is a literary map of Upper 
Manhattan, uncompromising narratives and complicated truths.

Above Sugar Hill was selected as one of the books of the year for 
the #ReadWomen2014 campaign 

‘Mannheim’s restive tales of her desiccated stretch of New 
York provoke and abide like a slap’ – Eimear McBride

June 2014 | Pbk | 176 pp | 978-0-9927655-2-1| £9.99



Marshland: Dreams and Nightmares on the Edge of London
by Gareth E Rees

Cocker spaniel by his side, Rees wanders the marshes of 
Hackney, Leyton and Walthamstow. He discovers a lost world; 
ancient grazing lands, dead toy factories and tidal rivers on the 
edgelands of a rapidly changing city. As strange tales of bears, 
crocodiles, magic narrowboats and apocalyptic tribes begin to 
manifest themselves, Rees embarks on a psychedelic journey 
across time and into the dark heart of London. 

Marshland is a deep map of the east London marshes, a blend of 
local history, folklore and weird fiction, where nothing is quite 
as it seems. It was longlisted for the Gordon Burn Prize 2014.

‘Layered London, black, funny, marshy, full of horrible vigour 
& hidden channels’ – M John Harrison.

Nov 2013 | Pbk | 336pp | 978-0-9571693-9-5| £11.99

Influx Press Titles 2013
Back Catalogue

Connecting Nothing with Something: A coastal anthology 
edited by Kit Caless and Gary Budden

Connecting Nothing with Something explores the conflicted and 
shifting landscape of the south east English coast. We look at 
art led regeneration, hidden history, the ghosts of youth culture, 
white cliffs, empty holidays and kisses under the pier.

Through fiction, poetry and illustration, this collection shines a 
light on life at the periphery of an island nation.

Featuring, Salena Godden, Iain Aitch, Katrina Naomi, Dan 
Cockrill, Rowena Macdonald, Chimène Suleyman and many 
more, including a foreword from Travis Elborough.

‘Influx Press care about place, they care about writing, they 
care about writers, they care about books. I mean, really, 
what’s not to love?’ - Simon Spanton, publisher at Gollancz

 Aug 2013 | Pbk | 192pp | 978-0-9571693-6-4| £9.99



Life in Transit: the journey that counts
by Sam Berkson

Life in Transit is the debut poetry collection from Sam Berkson 
that explores the experience of public transport in neoliberal 
Britain.

Whether it’s protesting the third runway at Heathrow, 
questioning Tannoy announcements in railway stations or 
celebrating the bicycle, Sam’s keen eye exposes the smoke and 
mirrors of public life, whilst he celebrates the human journey 
and the indomitable spirit of the traveller.

Life In Transit is attuned to the peculiar loneliness of life in 
neoliberal Britain’
- Mark Fisher, author of Capitalist Realism

Nov 2012 | Pbk | 96pp | 978-0-9571693-3-3| £7.99

Influx Press Titles 2012
Back Catalogue

Acquired for Development By... a Hackney Anthology
edited by Kit Caless & Gary Budden

Twenty-five writers, twenty-five different perspectives on 
the rapidly changing London Borough of Hackney. From 
gentrification to supermarket sandwiches, Turkish Alevism to 
inner-city river living, middle-class civil war to pylon romance, 
Acquired for Development By captures an alternative, insightful 
and sometimes bizarre take on modern London life.

‘A beautiful, lucid insight into life in one of the most diverse 
communities in Britain. Revealing, witty and moving’
- Owen Jones, author of Chavs: The Demonization of The Working 
Class.

‘This book reaches the parts of Hackney Iain Sinclair doesn’t 
reach’ 
– Stewart Home

May 2012 | Pbk | 280pp | 978-0-9571693-0-2 | £11.99



Influx Press is an independent publisher specialising in writing about place. 

We publish challenging, controversial and alternative work written in order 

to dissect and analyse our immediate surroundings, to blur genres and to 

produce site-specific fiction, poetry and creative non-fiction.

www.influxpress.com


