




T H E  C H A M P I O N S





 Gary Player chose the 1999 Masters Champions Dinner as his setting to recruit Jack Nicklaus and Arnold  
Palmer to share in his dream of a 27-hole, private golf club located in the golf capital of the world - Augusta, Georgia.
 
 Since there were three distinct properties to choose from the question of who got what quickly arose.  Gary 
Player decided to handle the designation of the properties “scientifically” and wrote “Island,”  “Creek” and “Bluff” 
on the back of 3 index cards.  Arnold chose first because he was the senior of the group and had played in more 
Masters than Jack or Gary.  He drew the “Island” card.  Jack drew second since he had won more 
green jackets than Gary and pulled the “Bluff” card, leaving Gary with the “Creek” property.

 Three great golf legends came together and set out to design nine signature holes of  
championship golf on a masterful course to be sculpted from the foundation of nearly 
twelve hundred faultless acres of skyward Georgia pines, long-standing hardwoods
and numerous wet lands along the great Savannah River in an area to be known as 
Champions Retreat. 

 By invitation only, Champions Retreat is offering limited golf membership. Currently, 
two memberships are being offered. The Individual membership is for personal and family 
use and the Corporate membership is for the Executive that needs to entertain clients 
in an upscale private setting with world-class golf.

A U G U S TA’S  P R E M I E R E  G O L F  C L U B

Champions Retreat
THE ONLY CHAMPIONSHIP GOLF CLUB IN THE WORLD DESIGNED BY NICKLAUS, PALMER AND PLAYER

 AND CHOSEN AS THE 4TH BEST NEW PRIvATE GOLF CLUB IN AMERICA 
BY GOLF DIGEST, THE #1 GOLF PUBLICATION IN THE WORLD

MEMBERSHIP

This exclusive championship golf course brings together for the first 
time three of the greatest names in the game-Jack Nicklaus, Arnold 
Palmer and Gary Player. The vision and architectural talents of 
these three unrivaled champions promise an exceptional golfing 
experience for the club’s limited membership.



M A K I N G  C H A M P I O N S H I P  H I S T O R Y

Arnold Palmer Jack Nicklaus Gary Player
 Charismatic and daring, Arnold Palmer 
slipped on the Green Jacket for the first time 
in 1958.  “The King” would continue his 
legend by winning three more Masters titles 
in 1960, 1962 and 1964.  While virtually 
inventing the modern game of golf, Arnold 
Palmer would amass over 90 victories 
during his career, including seven major 
championships.

 Jack Nicklaus arrived in Augusta in 1963, 
winning his first Green Jacket.  Arguably the 
greatest Masters Champion of all time, Jack 
would win his second Green Jacket in 1965 
and add more Masters victories in 1966, 1972 
and 1975.  His sixth Masters title, and quite 
possibly one of the greatest tournaments on 
record, would come in 1986.  The Golden 
Bear’s total of six Green Jackets and 20 major 
championships has yet to be challenged.

 Gary Player’s name became familiar to 
Augusta and the world when he won his 
first of three Green Jackets in 1961.  On his 
way to becoming golf’s first international 
star, “The Black Knight” would garner more 
than 160 victories on every continent of 
the globe. Nine major championships, in 
addition to being one of only four players 
to win the Grand Slam, is just part of his 
legacy.



Palmer
Island  



HOLE

YARDS

PAR

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 TOT

4 4 5 4 4 3 4 3 5 36

440 489 594 428 439 200 341 177 590 3698

  rom Arnold Palmer we have a two hundred and eighty acre 
island with miles of Savannah River shoreline to provide just the 
right feeling of seclusion. 

 The Savannah River and the Little River surround Palmer’s 
Island property design. This course has magnificent natural hard-
woods that gently reveal striking views of the Savannah River.  
Palmer used his legendary flare to create a truly memorable course.

F  

PALMER 
ISLAND NINE

“The Palmer Island Nine is flanked on 
one side by the broad Savannah River 
and on the other side by the Little River. 
The spectacular hardwoods and pines 
along the river bank have been saved 
and the fairways have been raised to 
take advantage of the beautiful vistas 
out in the rivers. There is not a better 
setting for golf in the South.”

                        
                              Palmer Course Design



Nicklaus
Bluff



            he Bluffs offered by the nine holes from Jack Nicklaus 
give you the sense of being on higher elevations in the Midwest.

 The Golden Bear took advantage of softly rolling hills, 
exciting elevation changes and a keen sense of naturalism to 
design his nine thrilling holes on the Bluff property.

T  

NICKLAUS 
BLUFF NINE

HOLE
YARDS

PAR

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 TOT

4 3 4 4 5 4 4 3 5 36

438 182 400 490 528 358 472 250 567 3685
NICKLAUS

DESIGN

“This is a nice, rolling piece of property with 
mature pines throughout. Very little dirt has 
been moved, which means the course fits nicely 
with the existing terrain and its surroundings. 
This is the kind of site that provides you the 
opportunity to design a golf course that on 
opening day will appear as if it’s been there
for 50 years. There is a great deal of variety 
in the routing, with this nine featuring uphill 
and downhill shots, as well as a balance of 
right-to-left and left-to-right holes.”

                                 Nicklaus Design



Player
C reek



            he nine holes from Gary Player offer a glimpse of the not-
so-distant coast with the lowcountry marshes of Euchee Creek.

 If you’re looking for a truly significant experience, then 
engaging the first few holes of Player’s Creek property will provoke 
daydreams of playing a marshland course in the lowcountry.

 The last few holes meander through larger-than-life hardwoods 
and pine trees, much like playing in Pinehurst, North Carolina. 
Player took advantage of these distinct elements to build a testing 
course that is satisfying to play, time after time.

T  

PLAYER 
CREEK NINE

HOLE

YARDS

PAR

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 TOT

4 3 4 3 5 4 4 5 4 36

451 224 436 166 524 352 431 527 468 3579

“The site for the Player Creek Nine at Champions 
Retreat offered so many opportunities for a won-
derful golf course. The opening four holes play a 
beautiful wetland area while the remaining holes 
move upland through native hardwood trees. The 
ninth dramatically plays over and around a large 
lake on the right. All level players will finish the 
nine with a variety of shot-making challenges.”

                                        Gary Player Design



Golf Village



THE GOLF vILLAGE AT

Champions Retreat
WELCOMES YOU AND YOUR GUESTS WITH TRUE SOUTHERN HOSPITALITY

 The Golf Village at Champions Retreat Golf 
Club was developed to welcome members and their 
guests with charming Southern hospitality. These 
distinctive buildings were designed to emulate 
the simple, relaxed lifestyle for which a Southern 
plantation setting is known. The five buildings that 
establish the Golf Village are: the Golf House, 
which serves as the main point of operations; the 
Grille House, which provides delectable Southern 
cuisine and also offers private dining areas for that 
special occasion; the Locker House, for members 
to change; the Cart Barn, for cart storage; and the 
Pavilion, which accommodates special events and 
tournament receptions.



Golf Village



THE PRACTICE FACILITIES AT

Champions Retreat
PRACTICE MAKES PERFECT

Our dedication of time and effort to the design of the practice facilities provides members and guests with 
amenities that are second-to-none.

The driving range features a two-tiered teeing ground, target greens with bunkers and a beautiful view of 
Euchee Creek, offering almost an acre of practice turf.  Members and guests will find a tightly-mown tee 
sodded with jones dwarf, producing a teeing ground that is perfect for practice.

Adjacent to the driving range is a short-game area that allows practice shots of up to 70 yards. In addition 
to the abundant sidehill and downhill lies offered, there is also a practice bunker for greenside and fairway 
shots.

Located in front of the Golf House is an 18,000 square foot putting and chipping green designed with three 
levels: the top level is intended for putting only and the lower two levels for pitching and chipping. In ad-
dition, there is a smaller putting green that serves as a practice putting green and the championship tees for 
the first hole on the Creek Course.



Golf Cottages



OFFER RELAXATION  AND COMFORT DURING YOUR STAY

T H E  C O T TA G E S  A T

Champions Retreat

NICKLAUS • SNEAD • HOGAN
SARAZEN • PLAYER • JONES

PALMER • NELSON • ST. ANDREWS
CHAMBERS BAY • MEDINAH

CARNOUSTIE • CONGRESSIONAL

 Thirteen guest cottages and bungalows 

with seventy-six suites are available for lease to  

members and their guests through the Golf Club 

and have four to eight bedrooms with private 

baths. Each cottage is unique with its own charm 

and personality, providing the perfect end to a 

day of golf and a fine meal.



Grill House



 Escape the everyday by dining in our  
world-class Southern restaurant. Our cuisine,  
selection of fine wines and ambiance reflect worldly 
sophistication and a true Southern lifestyle.

 Choose from a variety of fabulous menu 
selections in the comfort and tranquility of our 
plantation-styled dining facility.

 Enjoy this perfect, relaxing combination to 
bring friends and family together for the ultimate 
Southern experience.

OFFERING WORLD-CLASS SOUTHERN CUISINE

T H E  G R I L L E  H O U S E  A T

Champions Retreat



 Formerly known as the Woods 
Tract, the Champions Retreat  proper-
ty traces its land title history to British 
Crown grants before the Revolution-
ary War.  In 1766, Robert Germany 
received a grant of 416 acres on the 
Savannah River, which included what 
is now referred to as Germain Island, 
a two hundred and eighty-eight acre 
island formed by the Little River and 
the Savannah River, where Mr. Palmer 
designed his course.

 At the early part of this past cen-
tury, General Robert W. Wood, Chair-
man of Sears Roebuck and Company, 
assumed ownership of the property 
and, through a series of acquisitions, 
assembled some 5,000 acres which 
served as the family’s southern farming 
and hunting lands.  Canal Industries 
of Conway, SC acquired the property 
following Mr. Wood’s death. Under 
Canal’s ownership the property was 
placed under timber, much of which 
remains today.

 During 1999, plans were made by 
Pollard Land Company and Riverwood 
Land to acquire and build Riverwood 
Plantation and Champions Retreat 
Golf Club. In August 2000, the Pollard 
Land Company and Riverwood Land 
finished their acquisition of the land 
that these three Champions would 
use to leave their legacy in Augusta – 
Champions Retreat Golf Club.

A C OLORFUL P AST 
S HINES L IGHT O N 
A B RIGHT F UTURE

Little River
Adjacent to the Island Course



Atlanta, GA - 140 miles
Savannah, GA - 150 miles
Charleston, SC - 140 miles
Columbia, SC - 80 miles

Clarks Hill Lake

ABOUT AUGUSTA

A  R I C H  H I S T O R Y

Champions Retreat

 Being centrally located between Atlanta, Savannah, 
Charleston and Charlotte is just one of many things that 
makes Augusta, GA a perfect place to work, raise a family 
or retire.  The area was once the winter playground for 
many families escaping the cold winters of the north. To-
day, as the second largest metropolitan area in Georgia, 
Augusta is alive and thriving with a prosperous business, 
retail and commercial community, pleasant weather and 
friendly people.

 Just seven miles from the entrance to Champions 
Retreat you will find the perfect playground for the most 
serious outdoor enthusiast. Clarks Hill Lake, a 72,000 
acre reservoir, offers fishing, boating, camping and water 
sports galore on one of the largest man-made bodies of 
water east of the mighty Mississippi.

Golf Capital of the World

Distance To Augusta From:

Greenville, SC - 110 miles
Hilton Head, SC - 125 miles
Asheville, NC - 185 miles
Charlotte, NC - 150 miles



Golf House



Player #9



limited
NATIONAL, Corporate and Individual 

Membership Opportunities now available.

-exclusive to qualified prospects-

Private Tours
are 

Available

www.cha mpionsretreat.net

BY APPOINTMENT ONLY
706.854.6962



37 Champions Parkway  •  Augusta, Georgia 30809

Local 706.854.6960  •  Fax 706.854.6961


