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January 24, 2015 
   
The Honorable Don Beyer 
United States House of Representatives 
431 Cannon House Office Building 
Washington, DC  20515 
 
Dear Representative Beyer: 
 
The Commission on Adult Basic Education (COABE), the premier national adult education association 
serving over 13,000 members, supports your bill to amend the Internal Revenue Service Code of 1986 to 
allow adult educators the same above the line deduction as is allowed for expenses of elementary and 
secondary school teachers. 
 
In today’s global climate, adult educators provide critical instruction needed for the success of families, 
communities, and the nation. Adult education programs, authorized under Title II (the Adult Education 
and Family Literacy Act) of the Workforce Innovation and Opportunity Act (WIOA) of 2014, currently 
serve 1.8 million students annually.  

Adult educators not only prepare adults for a high school equivalency exam (the GED, HiSET, or TASC) or 
to acquire English. Under the new WIOA, they also teach to new college and career readiness standards, 
and transition adults with significant barriers to employment successfully along career pathways into 
high-demand, 21st century jobs or postsecondary education and training.  
 
Seventy-eight percent of adult education teachers are part-time; yet many of them make out-of-pocket 
instructional expenditures because they are committed to their students’ success. Your proposed bill 
would benefit those already making a personal commitment to excellence while also encouraging an 
investment among adult educators who could otherwise not afford it. 
 
Thirty-six million adults in America lack basic literacy, numeracy, and problem-solving skills using 
technology. Thousands are on waiting lists for services in 50 of the 51 states and territories recently 
surveyed by the National Council of State Directors of Adult Education. Thank you for your leadership on 
this growing national priority. 
 
Sincerely, 
 

   
 
Sharon Bonney   Tom Nash 
Executive Director  COABE President 
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