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What  word that describes a person who devoted much of her life to being with people many of us cross the st
to avoid? Who for half a century did her best to make sure they didn’t go hungry or freeze on winter nights? Who went 
to Mass every day until her legs couldn’t take her that far, at which point Communion was brought to her? Who prayed 
every day for friend and enemy alike and whose prayers, some are convinced, had miraculous results? 
community with the down-and-out for nearly half
in the people around her? A saint.A saint.A saint.A saint.    

What word that describes a person who refused to pay taxes, didn’t salute the flag, never voted, went to prison time 
and again for protests against war and social injustice? Who spoke in a plain and often rude way about our “way of life”? 
Who complained that the Church wasn’t paying 
sharks?     A troublemaker.A troublemaker.A troublemaker.A troublemaker.  And there you hav

   

He raises the poor from the dust and lifts the needy from the ash hea
princes of his people. He gives the barren wo

readings from DOROTHY DAY
''Don't call me a saint -- I don't w

 
''Whatever I had read as a child about 
the saints had thrilled me.  I could see 
the nobility of giving one's life for the 

sick, the maimed, the leper. [But even as a child
Why was so much done in remedying the evil instead of 
avoiding it in the first place?...Where were the saints to 
try to change the social order, not just to minister to the 
slaves, but to do away with slavery?'' 
[What is a saint?[What is a saint?[What is a saint?[What is a saint?    CCCCan a saint be a troublemaker?an a saint be a troublemaker?an a saint be a troublemaker?an a saint be a troublemaker?
 
““““We are not expecting Utopia here on this earth. But We are not expecting Utopia here on this earth. But We are not expecting Utopia here on this earth. But We are not expecting Utopia here on this earth. But 
God meant thingGod meant thingGod meant thingGod meant things to be much easier than we have s to be much easier than we have s to be much easier than we have s to be much easier than we have 
made them. A man has a natural right to food, made them. A man has a natural right to food, made them. A man has a natural right to food, made them. A man has a natural right to food, 
clothing, and shelter... A family needs work as well as clothing, and shelter... A family needs work as well as clothing, and shelter... A family needs work as well as clothing, and shelter... A family needs work as well as 
bread... We must keep repeating these things... bread... We must keep repeating these things... bread... We must keep repeating these things... bread... We must keep repeating these things... 
Eternal life begins now.Eternal life begins now.Eternal life begins now.Eternal life begins now.””””    
 
 “…What we would like to do is change the world
make it a little simpler for people to feed, clothe, and 
shelter themselves as God intended them to do.  And to 
a certain extent, by fighting for better conditions, by 
crying out unceasingly for the rights of the workers, of 
the poor, the destitute…we can to a certain extent 
change the world; we can work for the oasis, the little 
cell of joy and peace in a harried world.  We can throw 
 
 

DOROTHY DAY (1897-1980 ) Patron Saint of Paradox

born to a nominally Protestant family, as a college student she rejected organized 
was part of circle of social radicals and literary types, including Eugene O
At age 20 first went to jail as a suffragist demonstrating for women
At 22 (1919!) she had an abortion, a failed relationship 
A single mother at 29, Day came to embrace Christian faith
During the Depression, began the Catholic Worker newspape
In 1933 opened the first House of Hospitality.  now:130+ Catholic Worker com

munities in 8 countries—including Charlottesville!  http://cvillecatholicworker.blogspot.com/

A person of contradictions: activist & contemplative, political radical 
theological conservative 

nominated for Catholic sainthood; named a national hero by President Obama

n who devoted much of her life to being with people many of us cross the st
to avoid? Who for half a century did her best to make sure they didn’t go hungry or freeze on winter nights? Who went 
to Mass every day until her legs couldn’t take her that far, at which point Communion was brought to her? Who prayed 

iend and enemy alike and whose prayers, some are convinced, had miraculous results? 
out for nearly half-a-century? Whose main goal in life was to follow Christ and to see him 

who refused to pay taxes, didn’t salute the flag, never voted, went to prison time 
and again for protests against war and social injustice? Who spoke in a plain and often rude way about our “way of life”? 

complained that the Church wasn’t paying attention to its own teaching and compared some of its pastors to 
And there you have Dorothy Day in two words: saint and troublemaker.

and lifts the needy from the ash heap to make them sit with princes,
He gives the barren woman a home, making her the joyous mother of children
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We are not expecting Utopia here on this earth. But We are not expecting Utopia here on this earth. But We are not expecting Utopia here on this earth. But We are not expecting Utopia here on this earth. But 
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made them. A man has a natural right to food, made them. A man has a natural right to food, made them. A man has a natural right to food, made them. A man has a natural right to food, 
clothing, and shelter... A family needs work as well as clothing, and shelter... A family needs work as well as clothing, and shelter... A family needs work as well as clothing, and shelter... A family needs work as well as 
bread... We must keep repeating these things... bread... We must keep repeating these things... bread... We must keep repeating these things... bread... We must keep repeating these things... 

What we would like to do is change the world—
it a little simpler for people to feed, clothe, and 

shelter themselves as God intended them to do.  And to 
a certain extent, by fighting for better conditions, by 

hts of the workers, of 
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change the world; we can work for the oasis, the little 
cell of joy and peace in a harried world.  We can throw  

our pebble in the pond and be confident that its ever 
widening circle will reach around the world
there is nothing that we can do but love
please enlarge our hearts to love each other, to love our 
neighbor, to love our enemy as well as our friend.
from    The Catholic Worker, June 1942

[What images does Day employ[What images does Day employ[What images does Day employ[What images does Day employ
mean to you?]mean to you?]mean to you?]mean to you?]    
 
““““I have long since come to believe that people never I have long since come to believe that people never I have long since come to believe that people never I have long since come to believe that people never 
mean half of what they say, and that it is best to mean half of what they say, and that it is best to mean half of what they say, and that it is best to mean half of what they say, and that it is best to 
disregard their talk and judge only their actions.disregard their talk and judge only their actions.disregard their talk and judge only their actions.disregard their talk and judge only their actions.
    
Here is a letter we received today. 
seemingly in need of spiritual and temporal guidance 
into my home Sunday afternoon.  Let him hav
my bed, went through the want ads with him, made 
coffee and sandwiches for him, and when he left, I 
found my wallet was gone also.
 
I can only way that the saints would
heads and not try to understand or judge.  They 
received no thanks—well then, God had to repay them.  
They forbore to judge, and it was as though they took 
off their cloak besides their coat to give away.  This is 
expecting heroic charity of course.  B
happen for our discouragement, for our tes
sowing the seeds of love, and 
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to Mass every day until her legs couldn’t take her that far, at which point Communion was brought to her? Who prayed 
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compared some of its pastors to 
Dorothy Day in two words: saint and troublemaker.    --------Jim Forest 

to make them sit with princes, with the 
making her the joyous mother of children. Psalm 113:7-9 

our pebble in the pond and be confident that its ever 
le will reach around the world…We repeat,  

there is nothing that we can do but love, and dear God, 
please enlarge our hearts to love each other, to love our  
neighbor, to love our enemy as well as our friend.”    

tholic Worker, June 1942 
[What images does Day employ[What images does Day employ[What images does Day employ[What images does Day employ    & & & & what do they what do they what do they what do they 

I have long since come to believe that people never I have long since come to believe that people never I have long since come to believe that people never I have long since come to believe that people never 
mean half of what they say, and that it is best to mean half of what they say, and that it is best to mean half of what they say, and that it is best to mean half of what they say, and that it is best to 
disregard their talk and judge only their actions.disregard their talk and judge only their actions.disregard their talk and judge only their actions.disregard their talk and judge only their actions.””””        

Here is a letter we received today. ‘I took a gentleman 
seemingly in need of spiritual and temporal guidance 
into my home Sunday afternoon.  Let him have a nap on 
my bed, went through the want ads with him, made 
coffee and sandwiches for him, and when he left, I 
found my wallet was gone also. 

would only bow their 
heads and not try to understand or judge.  They 

then, God had to repay them.  
They forbore to judge, and it was as though they took 
off their cloak besides their coat to give away.  This is 
expecting heroic charity of course.  But these things 
happen for our discouragement, for our testing.  We are 

d we are not living in the 



harvest time so that we can expect a crop.  We must 
love to the point of folly, and we are indeed fools, as 
our Lord himself was who died for such a one as this…It 
is by the works of mercy that we shall be judged.   
 from    Commonweal, Nov. 4, 1949 

[[[[HHHHoooow w w w should we be judged?  How should we be judged?  How should we be judged?  How should we be judged?  How shoushoushoushould we love?]ld we love?]ld we love?]ld we love?]    

 
“The only way to live in 
any true security is to live 
so close to the bottom 
that when you fall you do 
not have far to drop, you 
do not have much to 
lose.” 
 
“The true atheist is the 
one who denies God's 
image in the 'least of 
these.'” 
  
It is no use saying that we 
are born two thousand 
years too late to give room 
to Christ. Nor will those 

who live at the end of the world have been born too 
late. Christ is always with us, always asking for room in 
our hearts. 

But now it is with the voice of our contemporaries that 
He speaks, with the eyes of store clerks, factory workers, 
and children that he gazes; with the hands of office 
workers, slum dwellers, and suburban housewives that 
He gives. It is with the feet of soldiers and tramps that 
He walks, and with the heart of anyone in need that He 
longs for shelter. And giving shelter or food to anyone 
who asks for it, or needs it, is giving it to Christ. 

The people of Samaria (illegal aliens), despised and 
isolated, were overjoyed to give Him hospitality, and for 
days He walked and ate and slept among them. And the 
loveliest of all relationships in Christ's life, after His 
relationship with His Mother, is His friendship with 
Martha, Mary, and Lazarus and the continued hospitality 
He found with them. 

If we hadn't got Christ's own words for it, it would seem 
raving lunacy to believe that if I offer a bed and food 
and hospitality to some man or woman or child, I am 
replaying the part of Lazarus or Martha or Mary, and 
that my guest is Christ. There is nothing to show it, 
perhaps.  There are no halos already glowing round 
their heads--at least none that human eyes can see. …. 

[A] custom existed among the first generations of 
Christians, when faith was a bright fire that warmed 
more than those who kept it burning. In every house…a 
room was kept ready for any stranger who might ask for 
shelter; it was even called "the stranger's room;" … not 
because the man or woman to whom they gave shelter 

reminded them of Christ, but because--plain and simple 
and stupendous fact--he was Christ. 

It would be foolish to pretend that it is always easy to 
remember this. If everyone were holy and handsome, 
with "alter Christus" shining in neon lighting from them, 
it would be easy to see Christ in everyone. 

To see how far one realizes this, it is a good thing to ask 
honestly what you would do, or have done, when a 
beggar asked at your house for food. Would you--or did 
you--give it on an old cracked plate, thinking that was 
good enough? Do you think that Martha and Mary 
thought that the old and chipped dish was good 
enough for their guest? 

In Christ's human life, there were always a few who 
made up for the neglect of the crowd. The shepherds 
did it; their hurrying to the crib atoned for the people 
who would flee from Christ. The wise men did it; their 
journey across the world made up for those who refused 
to stir one hand's breadth from the routine of their lives 
to go to Christ. The women at the foot of the Cross did 
it to, making up for the crowd who stood by and 
sneered. 

We can do it too, exactly as they did. We are not born 
too late. We do it by seeing Christ and serving Christ in 
friends and strangers, in everyone we come in contact 
with….Christ Himself has proved it for us, and no one 
has to go further than that. For He said that a glass of 
water given to a beggar was given to Him. He made 
heaven hinge on the way we act toward Him in His 
disguise of commonplace, frail, ordinary humanity. 

Did you give Me food when I was hungry? Did you give 
Me to drink when I was thirsty? Did you give Me clothes 
when My own were all rags? Did you come to see Me 
when I was sick, or in prison or in trouble?  And to those 
who say, aghast, that they never had a chance to do 
such a thing, that they lived two thousand years too 
late, He will say again what they had the chance of 
knowing all their lives, that if these things were done for 
the very least of His brethren they were done to Him. 

For a total Christian, the goad of duty is not needed--
always prodding one to perform this or that good deed. 
It is not a duty to help Christ, it a privilege. If that is the 
way they gave hospitality to Christ, it is certain that that 
is the way it should still be given. Not for the sake of 
humanity. Not because it might be Christ who stays with 
us, comes to see us, takes up our time. Not because 
these people remind us of Christ, as those soldiers and 
airmen remind the parents of their son, but because 
they are Christ, asking us to find room for Him, exactly 
as He did at the first Christmas. 
from    The Catholic Worker, June 1942 

[Do you agree with Day[Do you agree with Day[Do you agree with Day[Do you agree with Day’’’’s definition of atheism?  s definition of atheism?  s definition of atheism?  s definition of atheism?      
HHHHow does Dorothy Day challenge ow does Dorothy Day challenge ow does Dorothy Day challenge ow does Dorothy Day challenge youyouyouyou    right now?]right now?]right now?]right now?]    


