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Showing the positive impact your 
gifts make in the lives of adults 

with intellectual disabilities. 

On The Ground! 

Camp Blue Skies 
Try New Things... Make New Friends 

Director’s Report by Dick Sesler, Camp Blue Skies Director/Founder 

I recently gave the commencement 
address at the Horizons School in  
Birmingham, Alabama, where  
our son Brent is a graduate.  
The mission at Horizons is to 
transition men and women with 
developmental disabilities from 
high school into the mainstream 
community.   

My message that day was the 
same message I give 
our campers: Always 
be ready to try new 
things and to make 
new friends. 

After reflecting on  
our first two Camp 
Blue Skies camps, I 
realize the message  
is one we all need  
to hear.  

My friend Shoff Allison, a volunteer  
at Camp Blue Skies - North Carolina,  
is a young married adult with a budding 
real estate career in Charlotte.   After 
camp last fall, Shoff told me he had 

taken a few of his new camper friends 
to a Bobcats game.  New friends… new 

things… sounds pretty good to me! 

Camp Blue Skies offers not only a whole 
lot of new things for its campers but 
for the volunteers as well. Through 
recreation, education and socialization, 
Camp Blue Skies is helping our campers
–AND OUR VOLUNTEERS–achieve 
their potential and is creating a healthier, 
happier world.   

Helping hands are welcome – join  
us for a week.  You’ll take home a  
life-changing experience. 

A Camper’s  Perspective 
By Kit Sluder, Health Services Director 

Prior to attending Camp Blue Skies - Atlanta  
last spring, Katie Koppes had very little camp  
experience. At the age of 5 she attended a day 
camp but had never been to an overnight camp.  

So what made her decide to try Camp Blue Skies?  
What was her experience like?  Would she want 
to return next year?   She was more than ready  
to answer all of these questions.  And her answers 
are definitely worth sharing. 

Katie told me that she wanted to come to Camp 
Blue Skies because, although she expected that  
everyone would have different challenges, she 
“knew these people had similar experiences as  
me so I really wanted to meet them.”   

While at camp, Katie discovered new activities 
such as ceramics, where she painted a football as  
a gift for her mother that read “Falcons Lover”.  
Her mom, a huge fan of Atlanta’s NFL team, was 
thrilled to receive it.  At the zip-line Katie did her 
best and says about the experience, “I found  
where my comfort level is.”  She says this was a 
very important thing for her to learn.   

One part of camp she wasn’t expecting but really 
enjoyed was singing at meal time.  She says “the  
singing times at lunch and dinner were really, really 
fun! I’ve never done anything quite like that before.”  

When asked what makes her want to return to 
Camp Blue Skies, Katie says “All the gatherings. I felt 
comfortable in my surroundings and in my cabin. I 
felt safe. I felt secure. And I want to try new things.” 

And that pretty much sums up what Camp Blue 
Skies is all about.   

Visit us online at www.campblueskies.org to  
learn more about volunteer opportunities,  

to sign up for camp, or to make a donation,  
or follow us on facebook: Camp Blue Skies.  

new friends and   new experiences! 



Last summer I asked Dick if I could help with fundraising 
for Camp Blue Skies.  That inquiry led to a wildly  
successful week of camp right here in the Atlanta  
region — just six months after the inaugural session 
in North Carolina.   

I was interested in seeing the impact camp would have 
on the 40 campers and 50 community volunteers. 
What I observed were amazing social transformations 
as new skills were realized and friendships were 
made among the campers.   

I watched the volunteers gain a newfound awareness 
of, and appreciation for both the needs and abilities of our camper  
population.  I saw a deep commitment to working with them.   
And I saw a lot of folks having a lot of fun.      

What’s next?  We look forward to growing our camper base as we 
continue our partnership with both Camp Twin Lakes and Georgia 
Southern University.  Please feel free to contact me if you have any 
questions or comments about Camp Blue Skies Atlanta at Trey@campblueskies.org.   

See you next March! 

Georgia on My Mind  

Atlanta Director’s Report by Trey Barry,  
Atlanta Camp Director 

Visit our website to see more pictures  
from this fantastic week at camp.  

www.campblueskies.org 

Slow Down and Enjoy the Ride! 
By Liz Golembeski, Program Director 

As I feel the warm spring sun on my back, I reflect on our last Camp Blue Skies adventures in Atlanta while looking forward to the Blue 
Skies fun this fall in North Carolina.  What a special opportunity this was to meet new friends, challenge ourselves, and learn a thing or  
two along the way.   

One of my favorite memories from our 
recent Atlanta camp session was walking 
through the common area and soaking  
in all of the various camp activities at 
once… the laughter coming from the 
arts and crafts building... the fluid amoebas  
in dance class who once were camper 
and volunteer statues... the aromas of 
amazing pizza creations from our  
teaching kitchen... the call to the tree 
house by the beautiful rhythms from  
our enthusiastic drummers.  

Even a complete list of everything we 
accomplished during the week would  
miss the most important part.  Camp is 
not about what you accomplished but  
the connections you make, the growth 
you experience, and the enjoyment of  
the ride.   

Hope to see you in the big community 
circle soon and thank you to everyone 
who has made camp so special.  

I say BLUE you say SKIES!  

“Working with this group taught me to enjoy the simple things in life 

and to not take myself too seriously”    -2011 VOLUNTEER 



Alan Jaffe Memorial Camp Blue Skies Endowment  
I lost my dear friend Alan Jaffe in July, 2010.  He was a business colleague  
from our JMB Realty days in Chicago.  Alan was also the first 
person to volunteer to be a counselor at Camp Blue Skies.  

Alan's influence on the lives he touched was so profound 
that my mentor at JMB, John Schreiber, asked the company’s 
founders—Neil Bluhm and Judd Malkin—to join him in a 
memorial to Alan’s life.  The three donated a total of 
$100,000 to begin a Camp Blue Skies endowment  and 
challenged JMB alumni and business partners to match 
it.  The response has been overwhelming. 

To each of those listed here and especially to John, Judd 
and Neil - thank you from the bottom of my heart.  Your 
contributions ensure that Camp Blue Skies will continue to 
change lives for years to come -- just as Alan did for all 
who knew and loved him.  

Dick Sesler 
Special Thanks To: 
Jennifer and Jeffrey Arch 
Debra S. Barbanel 
Rigel Barber 
Kelly A. Bergstrom (Bergstrom Family 

Foundation) 
Neil G. Bluhm 
Mary Ann and John W. Boynton 
Stevens A. Carey 
JoAnn F. Carpenter and Daniel C. Slattery 
George A. Carras 
Michael H. Casey 
Judith L. and Robert J. Chapman 
Gary V. Chensoff 
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Samuel B. Cohn 
Barbara M. and Lee H. Davis 
Tony Deering (The Charlesmead  

Foundation) 
Paul C. Denckla 

Lolly and Matthew Dominski 
Bruce Duncan (Duncan Family Foundation) 
Darla Flanagan (The Flanagan Family  

Foundation) 
Mary and Norman Geller 
Gem Capital, LLC 
Burton E. Glazov 
Jeffrey A. Gluskin 
Harold Goldstein 
Mark Goodman (Mark Goodman &  

Associates, Inc.) 
Madison Grose and Honora F. Ahern 
Kathleen J. and W. Stuart Hicks 
Scott D. Kepner 
Judd Malkin (Hackleberry Endowment 

Partners) 
Shinji Miyabe 
Eric C. Mogentale 
Marc Mogull 
Alice Anson and Robert Nadler 

Phillip Nichols 
Nina J. and Leo J. Pircher 
Juliet N. and Steven E. Plonsker 
Donald R. Plosser 
Linda B. and David S. Richter 
Stephen C. Ross (Olivia Bea Ross  

Foundation) 
Kenneth D. Sacks  
Michael J. Sacks (Sacks Family Foundation) 
Susan L. and Richard J. Saul 
Laurie Stanford and Thomas J. Saylak 
John G. Schreiber 
Molly Schreiber 
Beverly and Ira J. Schulman 
R. Scot Sellers 
Janice M. and M. Joseph Shrader 
Sharon L. and William J. Stein 
Kay and Theodore Stern 
Dennis, Otis and Meghan Zaslavsky 

(Waveland Investment I, LLC) 

Make a Difference, Support Your Community, Change a Life... 

BECOME A VOLUNTEER 

If our campers are the heart of Camp Blue Skies, our volunteers 
are the muscle and bone.  They make camp a reality for adults  
with cognitive and developmental disabilities.  They stay in the 
cabins with the campers.  They lead and participate in daily  
activities.  They help the campers form friendships that build  
a better future.   

Me   John    Alan 



Blue Skies 
($5,000+) 
National Christian Foundation 
 
Giant Swingers 
($1,000 -$4,999) 
Melissa and Trey Barry 
Bennett Thrasher Foundation 
Scott Horowitz Philanthropic Fund 
Susan and William Kee 
Majestic Realty Foundation 
S.K. Contracting 
 
Cabin Mates 
($250 - $999) 
Mary Barry 
Pam and Ernest Barry 
Barbara and Daniel Decamps 

Frank Hanna 
Matthew McCollister 
Henry McCord 
Marjorie and Trey Miller 
Julia and Richard Myrick, Jr. 
Richard S. Myrick 
Stuart Pendley 
Stump & Company 
Peter Walter 
 
Helping Hands 
(up to $249) 
Sandi and Nathan Anderson 
Michael Armstrong 
Elaine Baker 
Chris Belk 
Susan Aguilar Burtch 
Mason and Leigh Cardwell 

James Caswell 
Party City (Jeff Flowers)  
Christopher Duff Decamps 
Chris Decoufle 
Lisa Ann Robinson 
Karolee and William Stauduhar 
Sally and Nicholas Williams 
 

In Kind 
Lelia Pratt 
Thu Tran 
Alan Ross 
Juana Farfan 
Sanjay Kothari 
Rob Jameson 
David Boardman 

 

Circle of Love 

Trey Barry 
Melissa Barry 
Pam Barry 
Ernest Barry 
Joshua Bishop 
Brandon Black 
Elizabeth Blakey 
David Boardman 
Megan Brock 
Allison Brown 
Carr Carothers 
Jade Carter 
Damon Carter 
Misty Chandler 
Elizabeth Collins 
Dennis Dean 
Jim Donald 

Chris Eckles 
Amanda Elmore 
Juana Farfan 
David Floyd 
Claire Goodwin 
Bennett Gottlieb 
Caroline Greene 
Brittney Grice 
Addie Hall 
Becky Harris 
Melanie Hatcher 
Apasra Hayes 
Jan Hicklin 
Hunter Hicklin 
Tanner Hicklin 
Paul Ingle 
Dave Jackson 

Rob Jameson 
Bill Kee 
Sanjay Kothari 
Jerry Kropp 
David Lanier 
Patrick Lanier 
Michelle LaTulipe 
Brittney Lucas 
Leslie McElheny 
Marie McElheny 
Scott McKenzie 
Bo Moore 
Steve Morgan 
Cheryl Morgan 
Pat Murphy 
Dick Myrick 
Sarah Porter 
Lelia Pratt 
Paul Pucket 
Cory Reinkemeyer  

Alan Ross 
Rachel Rost 
Keliesha Russell 
Brooke Sacco 
Ben Sacco 
Megan Shaprio 
Mike Sluder 
Jack St. Jean 
Becky Stanley 
Brandl Stanley 
Megan Strietelmeier 
Janine Thompson 
Thu Tran 
Jessica Vogel 
Sandy Weaver 
Dawn White 
Taylor Williams 
Brent Wolfe 
Heather Wood  
Wrigley 

Our Circle of Love comprises the dedicated persons who have 
given their time, love and support — all priceless gifts.  

Thank You to Our Donors 
Thank you to all organizations and individuals who provide financial 
and in-kind support for the work of Camp Blue Skies.  

“I looked around the dining hall and realized that in one week,  
we had all become family.”   -2011 VOLUNTEER 

The Camp Blue Skies Team 



Spring Break 2011 is one that I will always 
remember because of its many firsts.  This 
was my first time participating in an academic 
trip during spring break. This was the first 
spring break when I wasn't traveling with 
my family. This was my first week spent at  
a camp in decades.  

And this was my first time really getting  
to know 16 Georgia Southern students 
from majors as diverse as Therapeutic  
Recreation, Child and Family Development, 
Nursing, Biology, and Instructional  
Technology.  

All of these firsts made for a tremendous 
week of service and learning. Working with 
the Georgia Southern students at Camp 
Blue Skies really showed me the quality  
and caliber of students who comprise our 
community here at GSU. The students 
were motivated, they took initiative, they 
put the campers before themselves, they 
were agreeable, and ultimately, they made  
a tremendous difference in the lives of the 
campers whom they served this week.  

Watching these students take their spring 
break and use it to serve others made me 
proud to be a Georgia Southern University 
faculty member. This trip, and the students 
who participated, are what the Eagle Nation 
is all about. 

Dr. Brent Wolfe is an Assistant Professor of 
Recreational Therapy at Georgia Southern  
University and Past-President of the National 
Therapeutic Recreation Society. 

Georgia Southern  
University’s “Eagle Nation” 
Soars Above... and Beyond 
 

By Dr. Brent Wolfe  

Although I have been to camp with numerous church youth groups and scout groups, I 
had never volunteered for a camp for developmentally disabled adults and honestly was 
not sure if I had gotten in over my head.   

The impressive organization ahead of camp by the Blue Skies staff made me feel a little 
better, as I arrived confident that the staff was experienced and in complete control.  Still, 
I was worried how I would relate to the population.  

However, upon meeting these wonderful campers and spending time just having camp fun, 
it quickly changed from a level of anxiety to wishing I didn’t have to leave midway through 
the week. I was deeply touched by so many of the campers, staff and other volunteers 
that I knew even before I left that I’d be returning in 2012 and hopefully for many years 
after.  

This was one of those experiences where you receive so much more than you 
give, no matter how much you try to give. 

An Experience to Last a Lifetime 
By Pat Murphy, 2011 Camp Blue Skies Volunteer 

“We should look beyond what 
people are diagnosed with,  

and get to learn the person.” 
-GEORGIA SOUTHERN STUDENT  



Camp Blue Skies  — Atlanta 
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ENGAGE, ENCOURAGE, AND ENJOY 
Enhancing the lives of adults with intellectual disabilities through recreation, socialization and education 

UPCOMING DATES FOR  
CAMP BLUE SKIES 

North Carolina 
Camp Harrison  

October 2-6, 2011 
Contact Dick Sesler 

dick@campblueskies.org 

Atlanta 
Camp Twin Lakes 
March 12-16, 2012 
Contact Trey Barry 

trey@campblueskies.org 
 

CONTACT INFO 

Camp Director 
Richard Sesler 

dick@campblueskies.org 

Volunteer Director 
Mary Tinkey 

mary@campblueskies.org 

Assistant Camp Director 
Rebecca Hilinski 

rebecca@campblueskies.org 


