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Our Mission

BIA's mission is to significantly

improve the lives of children

diagnosed with Autism by

providing innovative and

individualized treatment.

 

BIA RELIES ON YOUR

DONATIONS!

Your donations will go toward

Need a night out?  

In honor of Autism Awareness Month, BIA is sponsoring a FREE

Parents' Night Out on Saturday, April 26th from 7-10pm!   

 

We will supply fabulous BIA staff, a snack, the gym at Head Over

Heels Gymnastics in Emeryville, and a movie--You supply the

kid(s)! Siblings are welcome (must be toilet trained).

 

Space is limited. Must be a current, early intervention BIA family.

Reservation/Waiver required.

Click to view flyer for more details. RSVP by emailing

info@bia4autism.org.

Fostering Lifelong Leisure Activities
by Hilary Baldi, BIA Co-Founder

"Free time". We all cherish it. Yet it means something different to

each of us.  While some of us choose to spend this time in social

activities, ballroom dancing, spectator sports, and knitting clubs;
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the purchase of specialized

instructional materials that we

loan to families during their

time in our programs, staff

development, and to the Linda

Wald Memorial Fund which

subsidizes tuition for children

with ASD to attend the

Clubhouse, our after-school

program.

 

PLEASE consider making a

tax-deductible donation

TODAY!

 

 

BIA is a California 501(c)(3)

Non-Profit Corporation.

Employee Spotlight: Bay

Area!

MYUNG CHO  

Every child who comes in

contact with Myung

immediately lights up. Myung

started as a volunteer at BIA's

after-school program, the

Clubhouse, in January 2011

and quickly became a rock star

volunteer, forming close

relationships with all the

students and working tirelessly

to help make Clubhouse a

successful program. BIA was

thrilled when Myung received

his undergrad degree and

joined BIA as a Program

Implementer. Myung's talents

enrich the lives of his clients

and set a great example for

others opt for a more solitary form of leisure such as a good book,

a crossword puzzle, or yoga.  Free time must be choice driven. 

The critical need for all of us to have access to leisure activities or

more commonly referred to as "hobbies", cannot be overlooked,

and yet for those with developmental delays it often is.    

If we, as early interventionists, took the development of potentially

lifelong leisure activities, as seriously as we do the development of

speech and language, we would give many more individuals with

autism, an appropriate means of relaxation and enjoyment. 

Through careful observation of self-selected activities, whether it

be a preoccupation with letters or an unrelenting fascination with

wheels on a toy car, we can begin to foster these interests into

long-term leisure activities.  A pre-occupation with numbers and

letters can be fostered into daily crossword and Sudoku puzzles

and  the  fascination  with  wheels  embraced  and  molded  into

designing the latest and greatest hybrid cars.

In this issue (Healthy Hobbies for All) we feature some examples

of  how  our  families  have  fostered  their  child's  interests  into

productive activities that can evolve throughout their lives.

Healthy Hobbies For All
 

For children with Autism Spectrum Disorders, everyone talks about

independence,  friendship,  behavior...but  we  frequently  overlook

how these essential skills are built upon each child's interests, the

activities  that  give  them  innate  pleasure.  BIA  celebrates  those

families  who  have  invested  in  developing  healthy  hobbies  that

bring about confidence, individual identity, self-regulation, and a

social network.  

BIA has had the opportunity to watch hundreds of children grow

up and we believe that the interests that endure over time and

into adulthood are those that are carefully fostered and celebrated

by a child's parents.    
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new tutors and volunteers.

Thank you for all your hard

work and dedication!

Employee Spotlight:

Fresno!

KRISTIN DEUNDIAN

Kristin has worked with BIA

since 2006. Most of that time

has been in the position of

Preschool Director and

Teacher for BIA's preschool,

The Village. Kristin has an

amazing ability to connect with

each and every child and

embraces their unique

personalities and learning

styles. BIA is extraordinarily

fortunate to work with such an

amazing teacher.

 

Ben wow-ing the crowd (& his teacher) at his recital.

When BIA first met Ben, he could only say few words but he had

an amazing ability to recall music and melodies. During those early

sessions at his home, he was heard humming nursery rhymes and

classical music between activities. One of them was Beethoven's

9th symphony! One day his tutor used Ben's interest in music to

teach  him  simple  melodies  on  his  toy  piano.   Ben  has  now

graduated from his toy piano to a real keyboard, and has even

performed in his first recital!!  
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Smooth moves, Max!

Our friend, Max, shows off all his moves at his favorite place to go

after school, the skate park. Max began skating with his dad at the

age of 4. Following a shared interest between Max and his dad, the

choice  to  pursue  skateboarding  was  an  easy  one.  It  is  a  great

example of how an emerging interest can be directed into a shared

activity  as  well  as  a  venue  for  social  interaction,  community

involvement and personal identity. Max's interest in skateboarding

has been capitalized on by his parents for skate park play dates,

skateboarding summer camps and weekend community classes.

Resources and Hobby Ideas

Special Olympics of Northern California

Gymnastics (Head Over Heels in Emeryville)

Swimming

Martial Arts

Computer Games

Chess Club

http://archive.constantcontact.com/fs191/1102513701144/archive/11151...

4 of 9 4/17/2014 10:01 AM



Track and Field

Skateboarding

Bike Riding

Skiing

Art (pottery, drawing, painting)

T-Ball

Yoga (It's Yoga Kids)

Horseback Riding

Canine Companions

Lego Club

Hiking

Gardening Club

Photography

Cooking

 

BIA'S 20TH ANNIVERSARY GALA & BENEFIT 

Thank you to all who attended and supported BIA's 20th Anniversary Gala & Benefit in November

2013.

It was a very special and successful evening and wonderful to see so many old and new friends!  
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For those unable to attend (or those that would like to watch it again), take a moment to watch our

20th Anniversary Video. 

SPECIAL THANK YOU TO...

HONORARY CHAIRS 

Brad Berman, M.D. - Progressions: Developmental & Behavioral Pediatrics 

Richard & Aida Demirjian 

Bryna Siegel, Ph.D. - Researcher, Author & Founder of JumpStart: Learning to Learn 

Louis Vismara, M.D. - Co-Founder of UC Davis MIND Institute & Policy Consultant to CA State Senator

Darrell Steinberg

HOST COMMITTEE 

Benefactors

Lynne Royer & Bruce Saldinger | M. Daniel Wald | Joseph & Allison Campos 

Patrons 

Jerry & Karen Borden | Antonio & Juliet Campos 

Friends 

Fred & Hilary Baldi | Chris, Lisa, Cole & Connor Carnazzo | Todd Davidson | Deanne Detmers | Alison

& Jeff Fingerut | Chris McAllister | Jason & Jennifer Sills | J. Curtis Stoller  

SILENT AUCTION CHAIRS 
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Jennifer Sills | Lisa Carnazzo | Amy Kossow 

 

FUND-A-NEED DONORS 

$2,400

Antonio & Juliet Campos | Jason Davila | Joan Davis | Joseph & Kathleen Eichberg | Claire Musngi |

Lynne Royer & Bruce Saldinger | William C. Stevens | Keith Wolff

$1,000

Kathryn Baldwin | Tim & Jennifer Barrett | Karen & Jerry Borden | Lionel Chan | Joan Davis | Steve &

Sheila Druskin | Bob & Gina Estrada | Jeff & Karie Fenton | Jamie Jochums | Vivian Kwok & Jesse

Mainardi | Misti Moorman | Liz Fitzgerald & Mark Moran | Claire Musngi | Philip Raskin | Aaron &

Stephanie Ross | Kari  Wolff & Dean Rossi | Scott Russell | David & Isis Schwartz | Herb & Geri

Thomas | Lisa Kurtz & Seth Timen | Bernie Valdez

$600

Jose Carbajal | Daniel Dinaberg | Laurie Grangien | Gregory A. Hussa | Linda Lucas & Troy Jones |

Lisa Greenberg & Chris Lehman | Martin Lin | Travis Parker | Susie Renner | Suzanne Royer | Patrick

& Lisa Ryan | Gayle Saldinger | Ronald E. Silva | Lynn Thomas | M. Daniel Wald

$350

Alvaro J. Abaunza | Fred & Hilary Baldi | Richard Brechin | Joseph & Kathleen Eichberg | Amy Jo

Goldfarb | Zev Handelman | Joe & Natalie Ivankovich | Brian & Fran Tannenbaum Kaye | Bradley &

Jennifer Larson | Cynthia Lasky | George & Nancy Manfredi | Matt Manfredi | Monica Mehra | Susan

Hoffman & Brian Murphy | Robin Laverty Reves | Mark Rosenblum | Aaron & Stephanie Ross | David

Rossi | Phil & Peggy Shannon | Nicole Slanker | Todd Slingsby | Susan Tamagni | Suzanne & Mike

Wilson

$100

Christopher & Shari Boxer Baker | Jonathan Bornstein | Cali Bottom | Deborah Bowers | Kathleen

Daly | Joan Druckman | Janet Fjeldstad | La Donna Ford, M.D. | Sam Gregory | Wayne Harstein |

Hillary Kissack | Melissa Samet & Michael Leperi | Matthew Mallet | Chris Manfredi | Stuart Mansfield |

Ken Martinson | Anna Kern & Matt McCarthy | Darrilyn Mollath | Melissa Montalbano | Misti Moorman

| Richard Okiuye | Steve & Erica Rulison | Greg Saunders | Cassandra Tanney | Bruce Tilley | Jane

Tishkoff | Debra Weiss-Ishai | James & Elizabeth Westover | Simon & Jenny Whitworth 

GIFT BAG DONORS 

Campos Farms Almonds | Jason & Jennifer Sills | Pacific Colors Graphics | West Coast Sporting Goods

DINNER WINE DONORS 

Clos LaChance | Filippos, Oakland | The Thomas Jefferson Wine Company | Ravenswood | Reed

Foster | Tracy Genesen

BEER & SPIRITS DONORS 

Corbin, California Estate Grown Sweet Potato Vodka | Pyramid Brewery 

 

EVENT PLANNING 

Beth Sandefur of Leftwich Event Specialists, Inc 

BIA SUPPORTERS
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Thank you so much to those of you who donated to us so far this year. We sincerely appreciate your

support and look forward to sharing the news of our accomplishments throughout the year!

To those who wish to donate, please click the Donate button at the top. We accept donations all

year!

BIA SUPPORTERS*

TEAM MATES ($1000 AND ABOVE)  

Carolyn Klebanoff & Fred Cohen

Gregory & Nancy Moss

Misti Moorman

CLIMBERS ($500-$999)

Marlene & Larry Fingerut

Tenny H.C. Tsai-Eng 

 

EXPLORERS ($250-$499)  

Amy Kossow & Peter Ouborg

Barbara Reikes

Dean Goldfien & Tamira Elul

Mark Farbman

Seana Cohen

St. John's Presbyterian Church of Berkeley 

 

FIRST STEPS ($100-$249)  

Anita Speciale

Bruce & Heather Littell

Cathy Karsh Kobel

Crosby & Kaneda, Certified CPAs

David Frick

Dennis & Gail Baldwin

Grace Shohet

Jeri & Tim Petropulos

John & Jean Lehman

Lori Hagerty

Lynn Thomas

Robin Reikes

Rommel Quizon

Scott Petersen

Sharon Talbot

Sidney & Barbara Myers

Sinda Mein

Speech Pathology Group
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BUILDING BLOCKS ($15-$99)  

Annette & Jack Heller 

Eden Bruner

 
 

*Donors after our newsletter release date will be acknowledged in the next issue.

IN GRATITUDE
 

GOODS DONATIONS  

Kimberly Wilson of Kimi-G Photography

Richard Brechin c/o Tandem Salon 

 

SERVICES DONATIONS

Jewish Community High School of the Bay

Piedmont Unified School District - Beach Elementary

 

PROGRAM MATERIALS DONATIONS

Shaleena Kumar

Yael Uziyel & Barak Naveh 

 

CLUBHOUSE VOLUNTEERS  

Ana Campos

Avigayil Edelman

David Chidester

Elana Fogel

Hye-Min Oh

Jasmin Dubey

Julia Perlov

Lulu LaViolette

Naomi Johnson

Shelly Manzon

Sophia Gluck

Sophia Kaufmann

Yuval Manzon
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