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films10 No Pitt for president Despite a grassroots campaign to elect him as mayor of New Orleans, Brad Pitt insists he’s not interested
in a career in politics. “I don’t have a chance,” Pitt explained to Ann Curry on the “Today” show. “It’s not what I do best.” METRO
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Hayden Panettiere blames paps The “Heroes” star blames the paparazzi and her fans for spoiling her love life.  “It’s very, very diffi-
cult and people have no idea what they do to peoples’ relationships. They destroy them,” she tells Company magazine. METRO films11Visit us online at »

www.metro.us

‘The Goods: Live Hard,
Sell Hard’
Director: Neal Brennan
Cast: Jeremy Piven, Ed Helms
Rating: R
Grade:83888

REVIEW. Half-baked, pre-
dictable and starring a cast
of marginally likable people
(sorry, Jeremy Piven —
we’re still not over that
mercury thing), “The
Goods” doesn’t have much
hope of being remembered
beyond the fact that Piven
may have, unfortunately,
made vests cool again for
cocky clods.

Piven stars as Don Ready,

the arrogant car salesman
who can sell a jalopy to any-
one. He and his mercenary
team of salesmen are called
in to save a failing dealer-
ship. Overnight they do it,
whilst Ready pursues the
dealership owner’s daugh-
ter because he might finally
be ready to give up his ras-
cally ways.

The lack of imagination is
so obvious, it’s borderline
offensive. Even the screen-
writers must have been
bored composing the tired
plot of the bad boy settling
down between potshots
about racial stereotypes and
homosexuality. METRO/HP

Ving Rhames, Piven, David Koechner and Kathryn Hahn make up
an unstoppable sales force in “The Goods.”

It pays to play the ditz

Ask “Friends” veteran Lisa
Kudrow how she prepared
for her role in “Bandslam,”
and “Rock Band” immedi-
ately comes up.

“‘Rock Band’? Oh, honey —
I got it. We played it. It’s
done. It’s over,” she says
without hesitation. “Did I
just say ‘Oh, honey’? Where
am I from?”

That’s the brand of hu-
mor that has carried
Kudrow through dozens of
supporting roles, the kind
she’d much rather play than
taking center stage.

“The hardest times I’ve
had are when I’ve had to be
a romantic figure,” she says,
noting that primary charac-
ters often have the burden
of achieving universal lika-
bility while supporting
characters can get away

with being a bit weird. “For
me, it’s such a challenge to
make someone who is po-
tentially really unlikable,
likeable. I have a lot of fun
with that.”

For her turn in “Band-

slam,” Kudrow plays the
protective mom to a teenag-
er finding his way at a new
school — a sobering con-
trast to some of Kudrow’s
ditzier characters. The 46-
year-old credits her spacier

roles for her success —
think Phoebe in “Friends” —
but being flaky also helped
her cope with success.

“I used to be very, very se-
rious about things and
[playing the ditz] really
made me let go of a lot of
things. It helps because
you’re not a threat when
you’re stupid,” she says.
“You know how people say
that smart women aren’t
that likable? I honestly do
think it’s true.”

What about Oprah, we
ask? “You make a good
point,” the star admits. “I
guess it’s just me. I have
trouble with people.”

Lisa Kudrow talks about her supporting roles and how 
the Phoebe ‘curse’ has affected her post-‘Friends’ career

If there’s one thing Eric Ba-
na and Rachel McAdams
appear to share, it’s timing.
As they let out a perfectly
synchronized, off-screen
chuckle — his, a guffaw,
hers a dainty giggle —
you’re momentarily intoxi-
cated by their chemistry. 

You almost forget that their
new film, “The Time Travel-
er’s Wife,” is a bittersweet
saga of separation and long-
ing, heavier on the tears
than the laughs. This Friday,
the two breathe life into Au-
drey Niffenegger’s celebrat-
ed novel, chronicling the re-
lationship between the ill-
fated Henry (Bana) and his
perseverant wife Clare
(McAdams) as they struggle
to keep their love afloat de-
spite his unpredictable ten-

dencies to shuffle frenetical-
ly between decades. 

For McAdams, who fell
head over heels for the nov-
el, the role came with trepi-
dation. “We knew we were
going to be playing charac-
ters that people had already
cast in their head, but how
do you meld their idea with
yours?” she muses. “At a cer-
tain point, you just have to
fall into it.” 

And then came the logis-
tical hiccups. The crew wait-
ed on just about everything
to grow — from the idyllic
meadow where some of the
film’s key moments were
shot, to Bana’s hair, which
served as an indicator for

Henry’s age. “I didn’t want
to wear a wig,” confesses
Bana. “But luckily, this
stuff grows really
fast,” he claims,
grabbing a fistful of
his dark locks.

In the spirit of
time travel,
the two even
mulled over
eras they’d
want to be
transported
to, a la
Henry.
“The ’50s,”
quips Ba-
na, who
carries a fas-
cination for
the decades
before his
birth. “I’d like
to see my parents fall in
love,” reveals McAdams,
“and go back to the good
old days.”  

Eric Bana and Rachel McAdams on
bringing a beloved novel to life 
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McAdams says it was impor-
tant to step away from the
time-traveling aspect of the
film to make the characters

relatable. She jokes, “Bana
can attest to that, being

from Australia.” Her co-star
claims the trans-hemispheric

flights home and regular
bouts of jet lag actually

helped: “It’s weird,
but being an actor

is perfect prepa-
ra tion for a
character like
this because
there’s a lot
of plugging
in and
plugging
out.”

McAdams and Bana star in
“The Time Traveler’s Wife."

‘The Time
Traveler’s

Wife’ review
p/12
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It’s only a matter of ‘Time’

“I’d like to see my
parents fall in love.”
McAdams on 
time travel

Kudrow plays the supportive rocker mom in “Bandslam.”

“Bandslam” tells the tale of
Will Burton, a teen with a
passion for music who man-
ages his own band in the

hopes of winning an inter-
state competition.

‘Bandslam’ 101+*$,$ )!#!-!&.
heidi.patalano@metro.us

Opens
Friday

Not so good
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