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Camille Herron of Oklahoma City can scratch Tennessee off the list in her quest to win a marathon in every state in 
America.

Herron blitzed the women’s field in the 10th annual Covenant Health Knoxville Marathon on Sunday morning by posting a 
winning time of 2 hours, 44 minutes and 27 seconds.

It was Herron’s 12th marathon victory in 26 tries, and she has now won a marathon in nine different states.
"I figure it might take me another 10 years, hopefully less," Herron said of her goal. "I guess now I’ve got 41 more (states) 
to go."

Knoxville’s Kathy Wolski was second in 3:03:27. Wolski won three consecutive Knoxville Marathons (2009-11).
Morristown’s Andee Swann was third (3:11:24), ahead of Carolyn Hart of Carrboro, N.C. (3:13:32) and Tammy Slusser of 
Monroeville, Pa. (3:15:21).

Native Kenyan Mark Chepses of Searcy, Ark., won the men’s title in 2:27:31.
Knoxville’s Ethan Coffey was second (2:27:55), followed by Abraham Kogo of Hebron, Ky. (2:33:06), Kory Cool of 
Manhattan, Kan. (2:35:21) and Bobby Longenecker of Lititz, Pa (2:38:19).

Herron, 32, pushed the Knoxville Marathon’s women’s record time of 2:41:41 set by Irina Bogacheva in 2005.
"I was just trying to catch some of the men that were ahead of me," Herron said. "We start out with the half marathoners, 
so it’s hard to know who’s in the marathon and who’s in the half until we split off. Once we split off, I could tell who I 
needed to chase down. I just focused on trying to catch the men, and I caught a couple of the men and just kept going."

Her performance was no surprise.

Herron is a three-time U.S. Olympic Marathon Trials qualifier (2008, 2012, 2016) and was a member of the U.S. team 
competing in the 2011 Pan American Games.

In 2011, Herron was the third American finisher in the 2011 New York City Marathon — only two weeks after the Pan Am 
games in Guadalajara, Mexico.

Herron’s coach is her husband, Conor Holt, who ran in the 2004 Olympic Trials and is currently the coach at Oklahoma 
City University. He was at a track meet Sunday and couldn’t attend the Knoxville Marathon.
Not a problem for Camille.

"This is as fresh as I’ve ever felt finishing a marathon, so I feel like I ran it how I wanted to run it," she said.
A mistake on the course cost her some time.

"I actually missed the turn at one point," Herron said. "I had to backtrack about 100 meters, so that was a little frustrating. It 
was the last couple of miles. There was an arrow telling me to turn one direction, and so I turned, and before I knew it, I 
heard people yelling at me to turn around."

Chepses, 37, pulled away from Coffey with about 2 miles left in the race. He said the hills didn’t present a problem.

"I felt good," Chepses said. "The course was very hilly, steep. I was prepared for that."

Coffey is training for the Boston Marathon. He said Sunday’s race was a struggle.

"I started off pretty slow," Coffey said. "I just wasn’t feeling very good. I caught the lead pack of marathoners right about 7 
or 8 miles, and there were three of us running together. One fell off and it was just us two until about 23 (miles). Right 
about 2 miles to go, he took off and I couldn’t respond."
Dave Link is a freelance contributor.
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