
I’m blue.

Embracing the long and narrow qualities of the DuPont Underground, 
ASTRO acts as an interactive partition within the now defunct 
infrastructural space. This project encourages a multiplicity of unusual 
and other-worldly experiences through the simple gesture of suspending 
a catenary net containing the re-used translucent white balls. Above the 
net is a network of blue lights that shine through the translucent balls 
generating the eff ect of fl oating through a celestial body, exploring a deep 
cavern, or diving into a deep lagoon. ASTRO is an experiment in creating 
the maximum architectural eff ect with the simplest and most elegant 
possible means.

Upon entering the DuPont Underground from the compressed space of 
the entrance stairwell, visitors are greeted by a wall of blue illuminated 
balls. To the right, they can follow the blue glow into the darkness or 
proceed to the left, towards a distant white light. At the eastern end of the 
site is a bright white spot light that illuminates the entire underground 
space through a light to dark gradient, animating the translucent balls. 

As visitors explore from the brightly lit end of the DuPont Underground 
to its dimly lit western counterpart, they encounter a variety of sectional 
experiences. In some places the net nearly touches the ground--
encouraging visitors to touch the glowing surface, become fully 
submerged within the hanging net, or play hide-and-go-seek with friends. 
In other places, the net soars above creating the sensation of a weightless 
mass or underground cavern, a hidden lake or captured piece of the skies 
above. 

The fl oor of the installation space of the DuPont Underground will be 
covered uniformly with black astroturf. This creates a safe, level surface 
for running, sitting, laying, and relaxing within the unusual space. Alone 
and refl ective, sharing an intimate moment with a partner, or a playful 
experience with friends, ASTRO embodies many perspectives and 
experiences. ASTRO may act as a space of respite, or a locus of activity 
in relation to the urban context of Dupont Circle above. Stuck between 
stations, with no train to catch, and into the blue- the darkly, deeply, 
beautifully blue. 

As a constructed artifact, ASTRO deploys a limited kit of parts: 650,000+ 
3” diameter plastic balls; a continuous 13,280 SF net to contain the balls; 
26 steel anchors to attach the net to the ceiling; an array of blue LED 
lights to illuminate the suspended mass; 14,000 SF of black astroturf to 
coat the ground below; and one white spot light to create a gradient of 
light across the space. 
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Work all day, in the sun, slave away...
While we devotin’ full time to floatin’. 

I would love to explore 
the shore above.

The Blue Lagoon...4:59 PM 11: 16 AM 2:28 PM 1:04 PM marco!
POLO!

5:43 PM Under the world, the sky unfurled... 8:01 PM ... 12:08 PM Standing on the moon, with
nothing else to do... Except be
in Astro with you....
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