
We took it upon ourselves to 
highlight HBN’s misleading 
statements.

Irresponsible.  Alarmist claims designed to 
spread fear, not educate readers of the 
facts.

Note use of “assert” here to convey a 
dishonest sense-of-doubt. The data 
supporting VI’s positions are not 
“assertions” – they are indisputable 
facts.

Incorrect.  VI has accurately reported 
these statistics. Only 4% of ambient dioxin 
emissions come from U.S. vinyl 
manufacturers.

If dioxin should be a criterion for 
building material selection, what are 
HBN’s and Perkins + Will’s position on, say, 
steel, iron, cement, brick, tile and 
electric utilities – all of which are 
impacted?More deception. … The vast majority of 

PVC in America is sourced by U.S. PVC 
resin manufacturers, where mercury cell 
technology was phased out nearly a 
decade ago. 

In the U.S. alone, some 1 billion pounds of 
vinyl are recycled each year.  HBN 
defines this as “low” … ?

Where, then, is the epidemiological 
evidence showing any exposure harm 
whatsoever to recycling plant workers? 
HBN can’t point to any…

HBN hides from readers that PVC has 
been certified to meet rigorous NSF 
International standards for drinking 
water, as recommended by EPA. 

Typo

… which should surprise no one since Perkins + Will’s Principal, Robin Guenther, also chairs HBN’s board of directors.  
Readers are right to question the scientific integrity of HBN’s findings given Ms. Guenther’s ideologically rigid 
opposition to PVC. (Ms. Guenther also serves as a Senior Advisor to the staunch anti-PVC organization, Health Care 
Without Harm.)

HBN: Healthy Building Network 
… Or Hardly Believable Nonsense?


