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@iven Nome ..., Y dds gmf/b’“
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Sponsor..

Sustand wbore).. L0 L. (éﬂ;y L ilguitles..
amd (whore?) e ﬁ/éf/

Conflrmad ...........c%

0SB BLUMEYER_00001



Vi ‘l‘i;‘ ; ‘ ¢
wrea Xmﬂ. f’w-a e ontAu mffm

0SB BLUMEYER 00002



e o D ot e
Date_...Mareh 26, 2949 .10 ..
1, Full Nams Blumoyer ~ Donald Forrest
Pamly Neme ‘First Noxos Middie Name
2, Full Address Boyden, IDV?“!.... (R.F.D, f-lz 1) S S
Poslatijos a0d State
Bireet or Roral flaute
8. Name of Father.... SIS 7 .¢ /=% =1 S %A s £.7: S
4. Nama of Mother Liviog or dead? ... 1iving..
5 In your father cugxl? 7 'ﬁs"“‘“’ ...Is your mother a Catholic?..... Eresbyteriean
6. Date of birth June 11, 1922 Placs of birth.,. Cedeas, SouthNakota
7. 'Whore was your fether's domicile or quasl-domicile? ... Boyden, Iom
8. Baptism— a) Time: ..July 11, 1946, . b) Pasbsh: ...Ske. Qb the. Bap!:* ot
o Citys Gollegeville N d) State: ., Min.ne sota o @) Diocess:, Bt, Clend
(M the place wes 3 mission at the time of your baptism, state from where it was then attendad) .
9. Confumation— g) Time: .. MRY.25,.1947.... b) Persh: ....S305:.Maryls, cﬂ?h@ﬁ;‘ﬂl
¢) City: ....Sh..Cloud...... d) State: ... Mj.vmascta ...... ¢) Minister .. .Bi,shu.p .Busch..
10. Student at Bt. Jobo's: From.... SWIMEY..QT.. 1946, %a.TJanuargold4 B} ireturned. Noy..1948. to.prexent
11. Give the name of the colleges and serninaries in which you pursued your studies and the date of your sojown st each
..Boyden Righ Sohool (public) eraduaved from it in.)94Q:. .»werked.et . luyerns,. Minpesota
from 1940 to 1946 _
12, Mention the dioceses in whiab you have spent more then els months (one yesr) after the completion of your fourteenth yesr;
glvo for oach the name of the cﬂ:y, state, parish, sud date oruojoum ..bare .at. Gedasa,;. 8...D;. but.pant. whole
e, Began instructlons
thera “from Father Philip B, Matthews, pastor at Luverno; now at 8%, John the Raptist
1n }‘ankato’ B T Lol T e Ty,
‘Notr it you have bean &t more placet than thres, for whith ppxce ls provided Bar, please glve the Infermatien oo the bask of this
18. If you have been & postulant, novice, or professed religioun elsewhere, state where, n what capacily, and how long: ._ 80
14. Have you the required age for the novitiate (16 years completed)? .. J08.....cerev
15. Is this choice of re}igious state your free and deliberate act? ... ... Y& ... _.coovine
16. Did you ever fal} away from the Church and join somha seot? pele] 1f 8o,
2) What eect? - b) Date of Aposiasy
o) Time of membership §n Bect: ,........uricrnronns - svopeinriassmmnnns 3) Date of Convemsion ..., ., e R SR
17. Were you ever married?. ne T wile stlll living? oot e
18, Did you ever commit & grievous erime which s or may be Inid to your charge? P L)
19, Have you a debt whioh you can not pay? no, erstusotaatassensases sioves
20. Have you any aceountability or business entsnglements thet mey cause annoyanoee? ,.JE y
21. Are your parents or graudpacents in ased of your support! .. N0;. . hag.twe hxothars.end. eigter...
22, Warse you ever eplleptie? .12 Insane? .. .0
28. Ave auy membere of your fawily sfiictod with epllepsy or insanity? B8 R

Questionnaire for Candidates for the Novitiate
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Full Narme: Asddud f{e.-us,.;_..,_ B /f22-p /S0 O /7 36
~ il Seeurity No. ) v ' Birthplaca: i \9*3_0_&
< Hospital Insurance. hent, Nathedoy Date;
z Noarest Relative for emorgoncy leddress, phone): i =
7]
o [Presant parental homs address: 7,&@4_
w [College Degrees (with name of schooll: 2.4, (5?. B) Major
a [Graduate Degrees (with name of school): 3,‘9 ZJ ;)'9’, e Major: Du—ce.

knninl skills, arts, crafts, athletics: gvae  Piewy = ol wiirads ..2!‘.‘ .lf_k
,L—t—- —

Experienca: Administrative Business Chaplaincy [ Farminﬁ\, Industry Library

Educational  (“Mochonics ) Missionary (Pmlornﬁ (Teachingy (Cm Soclal
B <= —d b

Other:

Longusges:  ¢Spanisny  Cltalisny  (Garman)  French Russlan Polish Other:

Hobbies, Sporis, Recreation:

—

Number of hrothers: 2 sigters:  § Your rank amang them: / 7

Visits:

Code:
Full Name; ;V%M/ G Y R P @234567 8910'/
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Health Record In ganeral (pest and present): Q;,.l N y &=
batt] = 2 Yo o N

Your prefernncas for future work: MM&‘AM;._ZV erutd L2 m,-u«d ;‘Z ~ ,_M_,_ Hirse st =

g&d’tﬁn‘ﬂmﬂ

Work you would like excluded: .{ah.ﬁ.[ IS DR or v DO AJ‘,..,.&M__'X L& A.,ﬁ:g(_jz‘“ —ra

Other comments or suggestions:

Places you worked since Dates
your Profession: Type of work: From: To:
1. ) Ok DYal S PO, VY
2 @ ) - ke 2y o BT Wod 2] /751 /PeS”
3. obed B sk P Pty D My (95 /963
a_32Y P hasc P s, 7o e Ytlp /7¢y /741
5 /i gﬁ a,g St bt s dend) 3 PRELF /1541
6. \ . Pactee
2 Hoadew. < Pasgtye = 1992
8.
9.
10.
11.
12,
13.
14,
Comments:

Code: Visits:

Full Name: ?r%&% G Y R P @O234567809 10¢
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Famlly Name...... Blumsyer

Baptismal Name

Entered as Postulant

Donald Forrast-\
-~

Putered the Novitlate ... July 10, 1949

Nome In Religlon ..., FT, Robert

Date of Departure

Reason for Departure
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MY LIFE
Frater Novice Robert Blumeyer 0.S.B.
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My mother married qulite young and :against her mothers wishes.
The marriage, as 1s often the case with this type, was unhappy and
short lived. Her husband was a frenchman and, I suspect A Catholic.
This created beliglous dificulties .and perhaps Mogher married for
money since he was wealthy. 4t any rate the tension mounted until
scarecely :a year after the marrlage Mother left him and obtained a
divorce. I am the son of this marriage.

Mother lived with her sister untill I waw born and until I
was old enough that she might leave me with my grandmother. Grand-
mé,who lives At Erie Penna., 18 a dear, plous old soul who, as soon
a8 she was able to bake me understand, began telling me of God and
His ways. 8ince I lived with Granma for five years I began yo acy-
ulre:e deep recverence for God and the Bible. At the age of six I
accompanied Wother to Iowa where she married her present husband
whom she met in Erlie. I was homesick, left my grandmother to acc-
ompany :a woman I scarcely knew, and came to llve with :a total stra-
nger whom I must call "Father". I waw an unhappy little boy for
qiite some time but I remehberéd the almighty God of whom Grandma
taught.

Mother has always been .an ambitious =nd:talented woman and I
am sure that more than once she regreted choosing this life. She
married & fine man, however and the loved one another and he was
very patient untill pi1g city wife learned the ways, of succesfill
farm living. This she did with swiftness and scon had a deep app-
reclation of the beautiful, wholesome, rural life. Mother learned,
I didnt. While ..I sinserely enjoved the life, I never learned to

farm and my foster father became impatient -on many an occasion.
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At the age of ten I learned with a cruel Jjolt from = school
pel that thls man was not wy fiather. I was stunned, and immediately
began to develope an inferioity compex, a part of which remains
]w:lth me still. This put an end to any coaperation that I attemted.
I was no longer satlisfied there thinking that I must indeed be =
burden on my foster fiather. Mother saw this dispondecy and directed
my attention to music which I showed some aptittude for. Tnis also
had its evil efects since most of my time was taken by music I did
none of the things that evey boy should do. I didnt learn to.play
pall, hever had companions, just didnt learn to live. Today I find -
thig back ground a very grest hindrence,

¥y parents were ardent Presbyterions and I attended Sunday
and summer Bible school religilously. This coupled with the fact
that I had man extremely pious teacher in the eighth grade who
talked much of Ged and his will mede in me @ sincere desire to
gerve Ood- thinking to become a missionary. This remained in my
heart even though at vaelous times in my 1ife I crammed it to the
very battom with evel words and deeds.In high school a guestionsable
change in attitude came over me, Chureh became dry and barren and
nothing the minister said or did gonred boredom or triteness. It
nver seemed to touch God or His truths. I found,0od in our louely
and beautiful pastures or in the vast productive fields that Dad
lashed into a living. Mother noticed this change of mental con-
dition and worried. She .pun:l.shed me on several occmsslons for ine
attentivenesa at sevicemor for the curt impatient way with which

I spoke of our paster, whom I now remember as & very

satmtly but mistaken man. Then an important thing happened; Pious
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the XI died.I was terrifically impressed by the beauty and plous
solemnity with which he was laid to rest and with the color acc-
ompanying the reelectioh from the illustrious college of Cardinals.
I began to wonder w=@bout this man. Who was he that so held the
largest religious group in the world? Then too the superintendent
in,high school took two weeksof hlis world history class to give us
Catholic background for this momentous event. The town rose in

wrath agalnst this man a'hd,expeliéd him who was nat Catholie bdbut

merely doing his job well. It gave me & start and I took up where
he left off and began reading all I could get my hands on about
yhe church; itts authenticity and origin, both pro and con. I soon
began to discover the mwaning and power of the c.hutch and the bea~-
uty of it's externals well nigh overwhelmed me.

My heslth wmas in & run down condition after graduation mnd I
was sent to Penna with Grandma for @a rest. Here I did pretty much
of nothing. I did attend the comservatory of music and studied
plano under a friend of mothers who taught there. Later I began to
act ms shipping clerk in @ wholesale house there but I never took
much of mn interest but the help was scarce and I kept my job.here
Erapcchieved more distastes for Protestantism because Grandma forced
mo to assoelzate with the son of @ babdst friend of hers who enter-
tained hopes of becomling a minister, and later became one. WB had
no common interests and Oh those revival meetings! Through the coh-

servatory I came in contact with the Bishpp of Erle’y nephew. We
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fostered & sincere friendship and from him I recieved spiritual
help. My attendance to Protestant serviees dwindled to @& stop

but I still held a fear of the mass and still had never attended
one. In my mind remained seethed those horrible and redicndous
fables to which every protestant 1s subjJected. I was too busy gath-
ering facts about the church and didnt take time to crowd these
out.

Now the scare of war!.So many of my ideas changed in this
per;!.oé; I decided to spend the last days in Iowa with my parents.
é;xi";;igning my job and saying goodbye to all my friend I left
only to discover in Iowa thatfﬁae could not uge me. Thinking to
work during the Oristmas holidays and return to Erle the beginning
of the year,I tock 2 Job in :a chain grocerjy: It was my surprise
and everyone's that I was apt at this work and the district
supervisor induced me to stay with coloful promises. I was off-
ered 2 store to manage in May the next sping :and I manageé 1t
in Luverne fo'r’ @ year. In Luverne I couldnt force myself to rejr
to Presbyterionism but I again longed to go church. I still thought
of the Catholic church but hadnt recieved the gace to actually be-
come 8 member. By this time the liturgy began to mean something
to ‘me and the lifugia'el one I could attend was the Missouri Sy-
nod Lutheran. It was a treat for me, I at last found God pre-
sented in intelligent mammer through a church that appealed to
the intellect rather than pure emg tion. I discavered that att-

ending church was an extremely palatable thing, not something to
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be done out of pure duty.I also discavered that the minister sins
of sex and the like rather than talk constantly of the evils of

cards, ligquor, and dancing. I soon began instruction and six months

later I recleved confirmation. These were full days for me; I began

teaching Sunday School and playing the ofgan for church services. It
showed me how to live &a normal healthy live and I began to out grrow
my inferiority complex. One might think that I was not sincere 1n
beconing a Lutheran since four years previous I had looked into the
Catholic faith but I followed my condlence carefully which kept me
from the church untill the sping of I946. I had somewhat neglegted
thought on the church because I had somewhat overcom® my anxieties.
I joufully anticipated entering the seminary at Sprigfield IiL. Ili-
ness prevented me from golng, htat fall and that winter, with the
help of a teacher, a graduate of St. John's, I prepared myself to
make the finall .and gigantic step; that into the Catholic falth.

I spent a dificult three months fighting doubt ané public opinion.
When I hed actuslly made the step 1t had an éffect on the businesw
wherel worked. I had to leave but ghe sltuation was aleviated by my
aceeptance into St. Johns in preperation for Benedictine life. I am
certain that I can never in thiw mortal life be ms happy sgailn as I
was that summer of 1948 when I recieved my I sructions and baptism;
What a fortunate convert I was to be given the chance to 1llve here
both during instuction and immedlately after. I wax given a chance
to see Catholic 1life at 1t's purest and was iable to partake of it.
Now I had everything; the infallible Church, the beautiful litergy,

and.now I wes under the supreme pontiff who so impressed me back i n

I939. I found that all was not goimg to be too easy. My parents were
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very hostile, I had many financial difleulties, and my grades were
not good.God has granted that I persevere, however, and has given
the chance I have 1opged for- to be @ Benedictine. May He grant
that I show myself worthy pf all the geaces that He has given me
and also the marvelous opportunities given me by the monks of St.

thn's.
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Countless times I have been asked "what made you become a Catho-
1ic"?It 1is next to impossible to put into words a purely spiritual
experience.l could answer be thls Inguiry "the grace of God" Put everyg
Catholic knows thisg and every Protestant disagrees.And my novitiate
experience is almost a parallel,it has been a spiritual "metamorphosisg"
and dificult indeed to put into a language.

I have detected a negative and posltive approgch to the novitiate.
The negative forbids cettain thlpgs,words,and habits and the other
exhorts.The negative is for the natural man and it was a dificult
at times to cornform to all the aspects.I found it difficult to fall
into the physical routine of the monastery,the rising at 4:23,kneel-
ing in choir,the hot habit and hundreds of little things the come and
go with community lﬂ%.My senses were dictating and they were accu-
stomed to being obeyed.My individualism put up many a rebelllon to
the completely community way of doing things in the novitiate.Then
my many attachments caused my heart to ache many times.My greatest
attachments was;and 1s,to people-my friénds.This was a constant
source of distractlon at prayer and the liturgical functions.I don't
wish to say that I ahve overcome them,I am aware that this will not
be accomplished for years.Then a cettaln physical decorum expected-

a certain silent,collected sattitude taht becomes visible.It was

easy to say,with pride,that Benedictines stress the outward appearance.
I remembered what a monastery is-a christian wodel to the community
and,in a collective sense,the world.It occured to me how closedy a
monk is wathced and how easlly he can cause scandal.It doesn't follow
that one year rectified my secula%?EZt I have the norm before me at

all times and with 1t the desire to achleve the criterion.
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Only in the positive angle can one truly discover the "why'" of
the novitiate.In this phase I learned thet the novitiate was a beau-
tiful,contemplative school for sanctity.In the novitiate we were
given every opportunity to become contemplative for we had many ins-
truments at hand.gyr Master is a magnificent example of monastic sin-
cerety and with his kind and gentle exhortations I foumd myself
eased over the rougher spots of the novitiate.He indeed 1s one td
whom we can look with no worry of ever being misled,He introduced
us to the Holy Rule to which we will presently bind ourselves with
the final step of vows.I found this document to be complete in 1t's
analyf?g of sanctity and only by a sincere and total observance can
one obtain obtain that sanctity.I discovered too,that all will not ‘
be easy to observe and I willl fall ofteh enough and did in the
novitiate but this will not discourage,or should not.It wmust in-
duce me to persevere and wathh that I may not be overcome.The Rule
Impressed me.But one point stands more clearly in my mind,this ia
it's attitude on obedlence.Wiht my Protestant background of indi-
vidualism 1t wasn't easy to grasp in it's full meaning but as the
months passed 1t found a way into my heart.It is completely app-
osed to pride,man(s archenemy,and binds one to virtue.Only by un-
conditionally observing obedience can I become & succesful monk.

By sucessful I mean holy.But the essense of the rule,the novitiate,
monastic 1llfe entirely and man's sole purpose in the world 1s co n-
talned in one statement.®o seek GodTo draw close to Him.As a Pro-
testant I mistook and acedemic lnowledge of God as love for Him.
When I became a Catholic I learned the difference and now in the

cloister I Intend to put my whole self to seeking Him.Have I drawn
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closer?I suppose: that by really leaving the world one has only.one
place to go and that 18 to draw close to Him.I feel that I have
acquired a few detachments.I havn't had any visions,elevations or
erstacles and most probably I never shall But I have in my heart
a place for God.I thrill when thinking of HImand from thls as§o€-
iation,even with the rebuffs I give Him and as distracted as I do
become at times,springs,in a small degree,the beéutiful two loves,
Love of God and love of neighbor.And from these spring humilipy
and'charity.I have,as it were,only a taste of assoeliation with
my creator but it has atantalizing flavor and indeed worthy of
pursuit,And herein lies true happiness,the association with the
Perfect Beauty,my God.Sc come lonely hours,tasks that irk me,peo-
ple whos personallties clash with mlne.,come evil thoughts,come
temptations.I have the weapon that can crush thee.

And now I come to vows;the step tHArbinds me to the 1life.
Naturaly speaking I-am a little afrald for I havealways been a
man with many instabilities.In previous ocassions I merely left
my occupation and this became the séurce of much unhappiness.Here
is my chance to rectify unstable nature.l have a goal in mind and
the way will be rough.I find study difficult and even unpleasant
gt times but this is also a new start in 1ife.I am a child in mo-
nasticism and so I shall take the steps firmly to complete my life
to perfectlion.lMy interests,I must mention them here,in ithe schola-
stic world run to music.I have had the most training in this line
and love it dearly.Il enjoyed mathmatics very much although I didfnt

apply myself on the students slde.
And my parentsll love them!With their attitude can I make the
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sacrifice?A thousand times yeslIf they hold their silence for my
good,and I am certain they are sincere,then they may be swayed by
a realigation of my sincerety.Holy Scripture teaches that we must
leave family and frikénds and once grasping the plow a return glance
must not be made.l shall pray for my parents.

Health?During the novitiate I have been 111 a lot of the time.
While ithas never been of a serlous natuee 1t has caused my dev-
iating from the monastic.schedule on occasion.This causes despon-
dency and if I ever came close to leaving it was during these ti mes
that I spent away from the group.I feel certain that with care
on my part,I will easlily be able to take the monastic life.I gai-
ned wight during the novhtiate and this should continue with a n
happy and well ordered life.

And so my novitiate draws to a close and I soon take vows.I
will do so with great Joy and ferver.I pray that I will always be
as happy as I have been in the novitiate and that my ferver will

increse with the years,
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Litterae Testimoniales

Praesentes Inspeciuris Salutem in Domino!

Cum ex praemissa diligenti investigatione Nobis constiterit Dilectum Nobis in Christo

Depaldum Forrest Blumeyer , qui per tres .. ann, 08

in hac Nostra Dioecesi moratus esse noscitur, moribus boriis ingenioque praestanti ornatum, honesta vita ac
fama conditioneque integra commendatum, neque inquisitum aut aliqua censura, irregularitate aliove canonico
impedimento, quod seiamus, irretitum esse, neque opitulandi parentibus necessitudine gravatum existere: Nos

per praesentes litteras indubiam fidem facimus et testamur nihil, quantum cognoscere potuimus, ex hac parte

obstare quominus praefatum D......cmme- ..Donaldum Ferrest. Blumeyer ut ad

statum religiosum admittatur commendemus.

In quorum fidem has Testimoniales litteras manu Nostra subseriptas sigilloque Nostro et Secretarii Noatri

subscriptione munitas expediri jussimus.

Datum..-. . Codloalds: ex aedibus Nostris Episcopalibus.
Die.._s]34 ’}W ,A.D.LIY
v Episcopus. '
d Secretarius.
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LEO

DEI ET APOSTOLICAE SEDIS GRATIA
EPISCOPUS PINARENSIS

COADJUTOR EPISCOPI WINONENSIS

Omnibus duorum interest praesentes lltteras lnspec-
turis salutem et benedletionem in Domlno.

Facta dlligentl inquisltione, ad normam Canonum 544 # 2
et 545 # 4, 0.XI.C., testamur Donaldum F. Blumeyer
nullam, quoed sclamus, irregularitatem contraxlsse
tempore, quo in dloeoesl Nostra commcratus est et
nullum obstare impedimentum quominue ad professionem
religiosam emmittendam admittl posslt.

Datum Winonae sub signo slgillogue Nostro et su?sorip-
tione Nostrl Pro-Cancellaril, dle la meneils iunli,

anno 1949,

+_ & E )
Eplscopus Pinarensil
Coadjutor Episcopl Winonensis

2 Y Dby

Pro-Cancellarip
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Sodis Apostolicae Gratin
Sionpelitanus

Miserntione Diofa ot Surretae
Fpiscopus

LITTERAE TESTIMONIYALES.

Por praesentes cunctis fidem facimus atque testamur dilsctum

Nobis in christol . .Ehir}a.l.q.F"???.e.s..t. IBIl}@'e.ylelI‘l S PR EEEEERFERY R R

4 annos Boyden, Iowa
QUL POPecavonsusncnvasssrsvavosssdDevessceccscncsasnnrncosctacenncans
Nostrae dioecesis, Nobis noscitur subjectus, pro hoc tempore, suas
probitatis specimen dedisse bonaque fama vita ac moribus praeditum
fuisse, et ex hac Nostra Dioecesi nullo delicto quod infamiam irrogset
patrato' nullague ecclesiestica censura aut alio canonico impedi-
mento, quod soiamus innodatum quominus ad Minores et Majores Sacros
Ordines, promoveri possit,

In quorum fidem haes litteras testimoniales manu Nostra

subsoriptas, Sigilloque Nostro et Cancellarii Nostiri subscriptione

munitas expediri Jussimus.

Datum Sioupoli, d10....2.ve. mensis,.. T4 | anni, 19. 42,

Episcopus Sioupolitanus.

N.B. The attached letter f Very Rev, G. Cooke, V.F.,
is part of this document.,
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SBuint Patrick's Rectory
Sholdon, Jofan

May 31,1949.

Rt,Rev.Msgr.J.J.Berger,
Bioux Clty, Iowa,

Dear Msgr:
Boyden ie in this territory, Kind¥yy inform

the Most Rev.Blshop that there sre no catholicein
Boyden asve two tranjanta who do not know the Blumeyers.
No catholic children attend the Public School there,and
I can find no one Who knows anything of him.,All I could
£ind out of the fahilyis they pasa as decent people,If I
am informed correctly (NI spent most of his time after
f£inishing school in Luvern, Minn, Should I get any further
information of him I shall relay 1it.

Every kind ahd best wieh,

V.81incernely yours,

fupe bk
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Petitio Ante Expletum Novitiatum Manu Propria
A Novitio Subsignanda et Superiori Porrigenda

Ego infrascriptus novitius Ordinis S. Benedicti, Ahbaﬁae.,...mégﬁwzﬂ,mm,

anno novitiatus mei ad finem vergente, cum matura deliberatione ac sincero animo me esse ad statum

monastico-clericalem voeatum existimem, ad vota religiosa et, tempore suo, ad ordines accedere cupio

atque hisce praesentibus a Revmo Domino, Domino ,,... -MWNM_“._, Abbate
hodierno praedicti monasterii _jg'wb’g 2.4, admissionem ad professionem

monasticam et ad militiam clericalem in statu regulari, tempore debito, humillime exopto,

Fateor et declaro, me cuncts, quae ad naturam et obligationes status religioso-sacerdotalis, ac prae-
sertim ad legem caelibatus votis solemnibus ordinibusque sacris adnexam, pertineant, plane perspecta
habere; volo pariter et constituo omnia et singula ejusdem duplicis status onera suscipere eaque etiam

propono ac spondeo, ope divinae gratiae, integre constanterque servare toto tempore vitae meae,

Testificor, me propositum habere ascendendi ad omnes ordines nec vero importunis aliorum precibus,
suasionibus, obtestationibus vel pollicitationibus pressum aut allectum ad vitam religiosam aut sacram
militiam clericalem impelli, sed libera prorsus ac spontanea voluntate, semotis minis, metu, vi vel coac-

tione, nuncupationem votorum et aacram ordinationem expetere,
Quibus precibus ut ii, ad quos id pertinet, henigne annuere velint, reverenti atque chsequenti animo

supplico.

Datum die22).... mensis ﬂ//éﬂﬁa anni L Z5L2.

Praecedentem petitionem mihi tempore et loco, uti éira, fuisse obla tor,

Abbas ... Delegatuddhbatis,
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Petrus Bulielnnm Bartholone
Miseratione Bivina of Banche Fedis Gratia
Suwcti Qlodonldi Tipiscopus

|
Universis et singulis has litteras inspecturis fidem facimus et

testamur Noé die_ 53 mensis_ Tuonii  anni 19_54
in Zcelesia Abbatiali Sti. Toannis Baptistae, Collegeville

Dilectum Nobis in Christo_ ROBERTU DONALDUM EBLUMEYER
ox_Abbatia Sancti Toannis Baptistse apud Collegeville, Minn.

ad_sacrum Subdiaconatus ordihem

juxta Romani Pontificalis Rubricas et assistente Nobis in hac Sancti

Spiritus gratia promovisse et ordinasse.
In cujus rei fidem has testimoniales litteras sigillo Nostro majori
insignitas confid jussimus,

Apud Sanctum Clodoaldum,

7

nel@m Episcopuf Sti. Clodoaldi.

' die_53____mensjs.. Lunii anni 1954 f .
] » Episcopus 1
uy Dicecesis Superiorensis {3 |
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Peteus Gultelmus ﬁarﬂynlome
Migeratione Biving of Suctne Sodia Gratia
Sancti Clodoufdi Fpiscopus

Universis et singulis has litteras inspecturis fidem facimus et

testamur Nos die___ 48 mensis Tunid anni 1955

Dilectum Nobis in Christo__ ROEERTUM DONALDUM BLUMEYER

juxta Romani Pontificalis Rubricas et assistente Nobis in hac Saneti

Spiritus gratia promovisse et ordinasse.

In cujus rei fidem has testimoniales litteras sigillo Nostro majori

insignitas confici jussimus,

Apud Sanctum Clodoaldum,
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Tetrus Gulielons Bartholome
Jiseratione Binina of Sunctue Sedis Gratin
SBancti Clodonldi Fyiscopus

Universis et singulis has litteras inspecturis fidem facimus et
testamur Nos die_ 19 mensis, pnadd
in__ Zcclesia dbbatiali Sancti Joennis Baptistae
Dilectum Nobis in Christo_Robertwe D. Blumever, C.3.P.

ad sacrum Presbyteratus ordinem

juxta Romani Pontificalis Rubricas et assistente Nobis in hac Sancti

Spiritus gratia promovisse et ordinasse.

In cujus rei fidem has testimoniales litteras sigillo Nostro majori
insignitas confici jussimus,

Apud Sanctum Clodoaldum,
die__12 mensis___:ail

/
e
. Clodoaldi.
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Diocese of St. Cloud
CHANCERY OFFICE
ST, CLOUD, MINNESOTA

CERTIFICATE OF ORDINATION

Date May 19, 1956

I HEREBY CERTIFY, That on May 19, 19 56

Rev, Robert Biueme 0,3.B was ordained to the

priesthood of the Cath(‘)lic Church, and that he is guthorized under the

rules of aeid Catholic Church to solemnize marriages,

per

Filed for recard and recotded
May 21, 1956

Albert W. Schmitt
Clerk of District Court :
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St. Boniface Parish
Hastings, liinnesota
September 7, 1956

Dear Father fAbbot,
I am quite well settled here at Hadings

though it will be some time before I feel that I am well gcquainted here.
I am éure that I will like it very much and am very happy. If anyone sver
complains ahout the work at St, Anthony's in Fargo they should have a
brealing in here for there weally is much more. The neople here are com-
fortable ferming stock, the kind that I am used to and feel that I under-
stand them. The Legion of Mary will cause me some concern for a time but
I have their confidence.

Father Abbot, we have several pianos here that I will be able to tune
and save the parish quite a lot of money but I have no tools, Can I get
some basic equipment out of my selary? Father Lambert said that has would
get them but I wodld dhen not be able to thke them with me ip cese T ever
get 2 new assignment and I feel that there will be pianos to“‘.‘lmerever I
may be. I will have the spare moments to do tuning and also feel that it
will be quite relaxing for me, I also shoud keep in practise for one's ear

deteriorates if not used,

Hoping that this finds you in the best of health and the richest of
God's blessings.
In St. Benedimt

et Jibih 057
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Saint Boniface Church
Hastings, Minneacta
January 11, 1957

Dear Father Abbot,

I asincerely hope that you will have
most happy and succesful New Year, Ve are do_ng well here in
Bastings. Working hard but growing very happy in it, I have re-

cently fallen on the ice while skating and limp slightly but
all in all am in good health. Father secms to be well
at least his appetite would seem to indicate so. He grows a
1ittle more forgetivl each day and the responsibilty 1o me growa
in proportion but I am very happy and contenied here,

My sister merried & lollander vho is a Dutch Reformed, with
a vengoeance, His father has been very caustic i3 his remarks
azbout me, blaming my mother for a failuwre in my case, But his
daughter married an exchange student who seems to be giving bhem
a great deal of anxiety, they defdnitely do not understand him,
My parents visited me Rlst week and brought the surprising news
that he was at Saint John's. They of course were mystified since
they had no idea why he woukd vieit there. To the best of their
knowlege he wae nnt Catholic, Since their vist I received a lettier
{rom Father . who brought him to Saint John's, He asked me
if I knew  anything more of the caseand also asked if I had con-
tacted him, Father did not know of my connection =+ith him
at the time visited him, I rather doubt i him-
gself imew since my choice in lif'e is spoken of In husned tones
in this area of Jowa and in these Calvanisftdc circles, At any
rete, I am wondering if I might nob visit Saint John's and become
acquainted with hip. I am well aware of the difficelty his in laws
have ceused and feel that he would like to visit with me, I would
also welcome the opportunity to have a visit with you on a few
1ittle problems involved in the parlsh wobk. Nothing at all with
any degree of wrgency but would like to discuss some of thase
iterms with you, I feel that work here would permit a short absence

on my part.
Hoping this finds gou in the best of health, I remain,

Obedlently,

i 057
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SAINT JOHNE ABPEY + COLLEGEVILLE, MINNESOTA
CFFICK OF THR AOBOT

Pebruary 26, 1957

J'gversand Mobert Jlumuydr, CuluEe
Lodnt Eordface Crurch
Hasbinge, Timesots

Jwar Fother llobert,

You will urdorstand tre reason for oy long
delay in reprlying to your Lletter of the 11th of January.
For I laft nere on the 10th for the visitation &f the
xiesionk, sed retirmned only ok the lith of this uontl, There
has been ian abundance of work for we Since ny return, parti-
cularly since X was ahsent two dayv last week in crder to be
presont Yor ths inctellation of Blshop Rech of sioux Fells,

Perhaps you have neerd by now thet
tre nereen zentioned in wour letteor, left lere cven befors my
seprarbire for the ndusions. Jlie bocune wantally dlsturbed while
hare, and £ beliove it was Ws tPother wio cane up to ret Lidm;
I have heard that ke waa taken to & nental losplbel. It wis
thouztd by the priest who brousht hdr that he would like to
beeese a fubholle and that ho had to get oway for a whilo at
least from the pressures wvhich were bsing brouzht ta besr upon
i by Mis relativesa

iven though is no longer bherc, you oy
coue op for a visit, if you can conveniently rot swey from the
rarish and 1t is agreeable to Pabher T w111 be in the

Sitiea Loaiorrow for tle consegration ol Lishop Hacker, but expect
to be fiere apart from that oscasion,

Leanekile, with preetings also te Fathor
ard the mayer that Ted bless you and your vork, I ex

Your deveted Abbot,
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Suint Boniface Chuech

Hastings, Minnesots

August 16, 1957

Dear Father Abbot,

. The fall term will be upon us soon and my time will
be pretty well taken up, especlally bhis year for the enrollment is heavy and
we are crowded. I would like the opportunity to mske a short visit with my
parents in Towa if you will grant this. I could leave immediately after my
Mags and by having one Mass in the ish the next day I could have two days
for the visit. The drive is about 180 miles and I could hardly make this both
down and back here again in one day. I have not yet discussed this with Father
Pastor but I am sure that he will not object if you will give me your per-
mission, Ther is really nothing special that I will be going home for save
the fact that a few of my relatives from the East ccast will bs visiting my
parents at the time., The summer hae been a very hectic one in many ways and I
could benefit from the change and relaxation.

My health is better than it has been in years and I em very happy here.
Aslide form a few difficulties with some of the Sksters teaching here I have
had no real trouble and foel that I am getting aleng in parish life véry well.

Hoping this finds you well and happy in God's blessings, I remain,

Obediently 2 SE Baneﬁ#.é‘g_l, a
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SAINT JOHN'S ABBEY+ COLLEGEVILLE, MINNESOTA
OFFICE OF THE ABBOT

Auguat 20, 1957

Dear Father Robert,

Just a brief note to grant you parmission to vieit your
parents as requestéed in your letter of August 16 provided it
18 agreesble to the pastor. While I readily grant this
permission I do net wish this to be taken as a precedent since
I cannot grant sach of the asg#istents permission to visit at
hds hame each year. 4 .

I am happy %0 knor Lhat your health is good.and that you
ave getting along well in your work,

With all good wizhes and the prayer that Got bless you
and your work, I am ~

Your deveted Abbot,
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Baint Boniface Church

Hastings, Minnesots

March 10, 1958

Dear Father Abbot,

For over a year now the KC group in Hastings has
been after me to become’ a member. I have put them off until now for I have
not seén the necessity for joining, however I feel that it might be a good
thing, I have béen asked a coupls of times to talk to them and I must re-
main outside until the formal meeting has taken place and then be ushered
in/ They now have decided to install the youth group, Columbian Squires
and want he to be the Father Prior, May I have your permission to become
a member of the K&€s?

Things seem to be going quite well here at Hastings. My health has been
wery good this year, a cold twice and-a slight case of the flu but nothing
that prevented me from carrying on my work, Father Lambert has s bad cold
now but also is able to carry on in rather good fashion,

Hoping this finds you well, I remain,

Obediently in St. Benedict,

F [ /A 05,
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SAINT JOHN'S ABBHY+ COLLEGEVILLE, MINNIRSOTA

OPFFICE OF THR ARBOT March 11,. 1958
Dsar Father Roberty
+ 7. 1 bave your lstter of yesterdey, and herewith give you pemm¥ssion to
become a member of the Kpighte of Columbus, for I am sure that 1t wij) pe
helpful to you in your work. I hope you will do well as the Father hwiq,
of the Columbian Squiresl
T4 is good to know that your health has been better this year, and thy
the wark 1s progresaing well. I hope that Father Lambtert will socon be atle |
to shake his cold, £or undoubbedly the work will be increasing soon sgain with
Holy Week nwob oo far distartv Here a1l have been quite well récently and even
Fr. Brian seems to have improved = Ilttle during the past weeoks.
Hith every good wishs especially for the feast of owe holy Father, T am

Tour devoted Abbot,

BD: je
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Saint Boniface Church

Hastings, Minnesota

June 19, 1958

Dear Fatker Abbot,

I receievéd your thought provoking letter this
morning and decided to write immediately even though this is a two
wedding Sajurday and have not as yet finished my sermon for tomor-
YOWe. !

I am honored and humbled thet you ask my tpindon
in this decision but I would much rather you would make any cholce
and place me under obedience, When I was asked to do parish work I
wag very much disappointed at that time that I was not sent to
Hexico,also due to the fact that I had actually never lived a parish
life, I had great fears that I would not be abls to do the work.
But I soon found that the vow of obedience brings with it many of
the graces necessary to fulflll the given task. I am still interes-
ted in the Mexican foundation but in the two years I have lived In
a parish have grown to love it and can truthfully say that I am
the happiest I have ever been. But I &lso feel that my personal
feelings in this matter should not endér into the decision and that
my Superior knows much better than I where I am most needed, I am
certain that I would be very homesick away from Hastings tempor=-
arily but I imagine that every assitant who has been at Hastings
has felt the same upon leaving,

If you decide that I am to go to Mexdco I feel
that a transferial’ofcvews would follow logically at least this
canses me no trouble, Father Odo was in charge of Anselm hall when
I studied there and feel that he has done more for me and my vo-
cation than any other man in the community, It would be a joy to
serve such a man, )

I will accept obediently and gratefully any de-
cision you will see fit to make In this matter,

Obediently yours,

§fia 058
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SAINT JOHN'E ABBEY* COLLEGEVILLE, MINNESOTA

OFFICE OF THE AHBO'T

July 18, 1958

" Reverend Robert Blumeyer, OefisBe
Church of St. Boniface
Hastinge, Einnescta

DenrFather Roberd,

I balieve that at orie time you were quite in=
terested in our icxdean Foundation and in going there, I wonder
whether you still hawve that interest and whether you vould be
willing to go te Nexlceo, possibly to transfer your vows te that
corvmnlty.

Father Odo haa written me recently that he feels
the community there is almost ready t¢ seek independence, which I
have epcourared,. Two of the Fathers from here have indicated that
they prefer rot Yo transfer thelr vows, 1f independence is granted,
and that they would prefer to return to this country —— these are
Fathers Adrian and Barmabas; I beliewve that all of the others will
remain and will transfer their vews,

I have thought of asking you to go down to Hexico
this summer yet so that cither Father idriar or Father Barnabas miglit
return before the beginning of the schecl year in this ccuntry and
thus be assigned to a parish before €he school year begins. I would
not be inelined to asik you to & this, unless I felt that you vere
sympathetic to the ldez of transferring your vows to the new commundty
when it becomes independent, I do not ask that yeou make a definite
decision now as to actually transferring your vows; nor would such a -
decision have to be made at once when the community becomes independents
But I would like to know whether ars willing te go this summer and
whether you are syupathetic to the idea of sventually transferring to
the Mexieon commundty, Since this will help me in my planning for the
coming year, I would eppreciats your reaction as soon as convenienta

HBearwhile, with every good wishy and the prayer that
God bless you =nd your work, I am

Tour devoted dbbot,

Bhtje

PeSs I have not thought of thls move because of any dlssatisfaction with
your work at Hasbings; on the contrary, I have received only good re-
ports, and I would not think of a change in Hasbings were I not
gconvineed of your interest in cur Kexisan foudation.
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Saint Boniface Church

Mastings, Minnesots

August 23, 1958

Daar Father Abbot,

The Archbishop has honored me by choosing
me as ordinary confessor for a group of Felician nuns in Beuth Saint
Paul. This came a8 quite a shock, particularly when I checked the
canons regulating this office, Father Lambert told me that I may pre-
that the Archbishop has dispensed me from the Canon saying that the
confessor must be forty years of age. But the Canon also states that
a religiovs must have the permission of his superior, May I have your
permission for this very resposible task?

The Building plans are comming wlong well, We have the arch-
i1tects drawings and are going over all the small details, We expect
work to begin in a matter of a week or so, Father Lambert actually
geems to be thriving uvhder the pressure.

Obediently Yours,

4 teud ot
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SAINT JOHN'S ABREY+ COLLEGEVILLE, MINNE S OTA
OFF H'THRE ABBOT
orFiER S Septerber 3, 1958

DearFather Robert, Ll
‘ , EER
‘ i an sorry therehas been thia delsy in = revlying to your
letter of the 23rd, Lut it arrdved while T was in i'svfico ~— I left here
on the morning ol thz 25th, and arrived back on the evening of the 30th.
ot 8ined thon I have vesn more Han cromded witis worlk, since I had to
preach at the Jenburmicl at Meire Grove on the ist, and on the same afber—
noon attend Fatior Cormeliius' Jubilee Nass at fichmonds
Althongn tie Canons reguired that an Ordlnary Confessor of Sisters
be forby years old, nany Zishops swusbt by necessity appolnt zen that sre youngers
Since I an cenfident thabt vou will £200412 $hie office well, I herewith grant
you percicsion o accent the apnointment as Ordinary Confessor for the Feliclan
nana dn Sealh Uaint Pauds
It is = Imes thiet the Duilid
and thay Jather Larlert is setuelly tielvin
tinls will contlinac. ULSh sveetings alse o

iang are coming along ‘so well
big oresgares I hope that
1wy zood wish,; 1 oam

g O

e o detcted Albeb,
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Saint Zﬂﬁrﬁfate Chureh

Hastings, Miwnesotn

September 22, 1958

Dear Father Abbot,
: ’ It i3 with great misgivings that I bother
you at this time but I have just returned from a visit with our new
convent superior and pricipal of the grade school, I really feel that I
must talk over a few things, not so much a criticlsm of the Pastor but to
avold what seems to me will be a major blow up here. In the past Father
has been excessivdly. crifical and even brutal to the Sisters, We had an
almost complete turnover im teaching sisters this year and I feel that
each choice was done with a purpose, Each one seems about as tough and
demanding as I have éver seen a Nun be. The superior is the Procuratoe at
the Priory and told me this morning that she was at the end of her rope
and felt that soon the Sisters would be withdrawm. I told her to hold off
for a little while here until I could talk with Fatker. Incidelntally, the
Sisters have many legitimate complaints and I am sincerely worried, this
“covpd be a first class scandal since the whole parish is aghast at the m
marner in which the Pastor handles them. Now my problem is this, Father
does not 1like the idea of my comming to Saint John's, ever. I feel that
he doesn't want me to discuss parish affairs with yow. This is based on
the fact that any other activity that takes me from the parish for the
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Buaird Boniface Church

Hustings, Minnesotn

same ammount of time is not criticised. So if you could request that I come
for a brief visit he would not object, I leave this to your discretion as
to whether you think that I should be worried about this type of thing.

I suppose that I could write what I have to say but it would be much

better to actually have a discussion with on this and several odbher matters.
May I hear from you on this matter.

Hoping this finds you in excedlent health and blessings,

Obediently In Saint Benedict,

1. fett OB
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SAINT JOHNE ABBEY+ COLLHEGEVILLE, MINNEEBOTA
OPFFICE OF THH ARBOT

September 26; 1948

Reverend Robort Blumeyer, DuS.Bs
Saint Boniface Church
Hestingn, Mmescts

Dedr Fether Roberty

I an sorry there has been thie delay in my
replying to your leticr of the 22nd, which arrived just
after I left for a imeting of the religlous superiors in
Wesringten, I retupned yosterday afterroon, coimlog up
from kinn:a-olis with tha Viaitators, vho had also been in
nashington but who had left there before I did. The Viglta~
tion opened officlally last eveping after Chofir and will con=
tinue for the next feur or five days,

I regret, tco, to loarn that difficultdes have

arisen and have Lacome qulte serlous bebwedn the vastor and
the bisters. 1 hope and pray that nothing edll occur bhat
would cause Mother to withdraw the “isters. If you have an
opportwdty bo speek apain with tho new saperdor, please ask
her to be patient, TYou may come up to dlucuos this matter
wibh e, wough L w11l not be atle o maie any decioion unti}
I have haasd both sides of the questlon. Thel polat, too,
should be mentioned bo the Sisters, ao that they do nol bacome
irpotients tbherc ave wlweya o gldes to a quostdun, und it
iaordy j@st that voth sldes be liemed before any docision L& mades
You way come any dey noxb iook thel ie convondont for you, even
though the Vimitatore may still e hers Lho iirst couple of daya
of the week, except on thusdsy, tho 2nd, Zor on that dgy ir.

and 1& w33l be here for discusslons cn the Chureh,

Mearmhile, I Lope you will remwnber the Visitation
in your prayers 6o that many blessinge sy result through it for
the comuundity,  With all good wishes, und the prayer that God
hless you and your work, T an

Your devoted Abbot,

HDaje
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SaINT BoNniFACE CHURCH
REV. ROBERT D, BLUMEYER, O. 5. 8.
HASTINGE, MINNESOTA

November 21, 1560

Dear Father Abbot,

X recelved your letter yesterday and had a vislt with
Doctpr . in the afternoen, I find the letter not a little dis-
turbing but I will try to get to the bottom of ths matter with Justice

in mind.

First of all, Father Lambert was under a great deal of

pressure from the parish and conditions in the school to get rid of Mr.

T am sure that fyom your visit with him you can understand his
mensél and physical limitations, In the old school the problem was one
of cleanliness only which the people in the parish were constantly in
arme about, But with the new school the high preesure boilers required
a men who could obtain a first class operating permit. This Mr
would have been uable to dq,80 this seemed a good time for the inevitable.
Then too, I bad urged Father tepeatedly to look into the matter of Mr,

undue familiarity with the girds in the grade school. There was
nothing terribly wrong but it looked as though there would be a serlous
consequence hera and the parish has had ¢ ecandal of this kind in past ,
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SAINT BONIFACE CHURCH
REV. ROBERT D. BLUMEYER, D, §, 0.
HASTINGB, MINNESOTA

The notificaticn of diamissal 4s a bit mystifying to me,
This was givem to the week that Fathar left for his anual re-
treat and caused Father a 1ittle hardship ainoce he wanted to give it to
him personally and had to wait an howr untid he could see him. The letter
given to was hand written by Bather, thie I know because Father
gave it to me to read before he gave it to him, I£ it was not sigmedd
it was merely because Father forgot to do so. 4s farrasemy opinion ¢ounts,
I feel that the matter of dismissal was done properly, with ample reason
and a month in advance,

Now the matter of the money epent. This was a real problem
and still is. was undsr a great deal of pressure fram people of
the parish and parish groups for basic material for hsalthful cleanli-
ness in the school and Father Jjust would not provide them., I told
repeatedly hever to buy enything and if trouble resulted to refer the
person or group to the Pastor or myself. But he always felt it was the
best way out and went ahead and bought them anyway. Just one instance-
Father scolded him mercilessly and often about the heat in the sacristy.
This definitely was a problem but the thermostat was broken, and still
is, and there were no turn off valves cn the sacristy radiators and to get
the ochurch warm at all the sacristy nearly boiled, I told Father severnf
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SAINT BoNIFACE CHURCH
REV. ROBERT D, BLUMEYER, O. 6, 8,

HASTINGS, MINNESOTA

times and s did 1 but Father went right on scolding and doing no-
thing about the raddators unti} finally hired the Jjob done him-
self, Right now Father keeps all the incense, tapers, charcoal etc,
locked up so that frequently we have none for Benediction and seldom is
he around to dols them out one piece at a time. Often we have bLeen as
much ag twenty minutes late getting etarted by the time we find him and
he wends his way casually to the church. The Servers discussed this at
home and abroad and finally now the parishoners discreetly supply the Sister
with these things that she need not have this trouble. It 1s e¢mbarassing
and I try not to notice this. So this wass not merely problem byt
mine, the Sisters, the present janitor and anyone else who has any assoc-
intion with the pmrish, When I discussed this with _ he
said that he knew that had this comming and when the matter of
dismissal was brought up the trustees told Father they thought that this
should be given to the janitor. Father got very angry mnd told them that
the janitor and his mangement was entierly the Pastor's bueiness and was
none of theirs. At this point nearly walked out but humbly
submitted, Father told them that he didn't want the matter ever brought up
again so the Doctor said that the trustees dare not do anything about it
and will not bring the metter to Father again even though both feel that
he has this comming in Justice,
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SaAINT BoNIFACE CHURCH
REV. ROBERT D. BLUMEYENR. O, 8.8,

HAsTINGS, MINNESOTA

I would be interested to know who the ] was who
brouvght to ses you., Was he present for th actal discussiom? All
‘these things being bandied about the parish mekes the pastor a most
unpopulab man and Hestings has a flar for circulatingthese thinge fast

and improving wpon them as they go,

Thenk you for your letter and oonfidence, Father Abbot,
and T shall do what I can but trustees can do nothing in th matter and I
an sure that it would not be well for me to take this to the FPastor.

Obediently Yours,

% et 0SB
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SAINT JOHN® ABREY+ COLLECEVILLE, MINNESOTA
S euloorrife AR BGR
Denr Father Robert,

I an writing to you abont the following matter because Ffr. Lambert might be
inclioed to ignore it or become very much excited. The former janitor, Mr.
cama to St. Johin's yesterday with and told me that
over & perioa of ten years he as janitor had made many purchases for the
pardsh and paid for theze out of hin own pocket, and he had the bills %o
prove that he hac made the purchuses. He had baen told not to charge these
itoms, and at the same time he wae expacted to ksap supplied with whst hs
needed Tor his work os junitore. KHe vold me the total would be about BE00.00,

When I asked him what bappened whes he told Fr. Lambert about this, he an-
awversd that Fr. Lambert just put the bille aside and did nothing., The trustees
refuased to 4o anythdpg about a mattor that thoy felt was Father's business.
Flease find out if this mun in justice can clalw the moneoy he aeks for of

the varish, ' Tell the trustees thiat they showld interent themselves in this
alsne If the umun iz honest and has a just oladm no one should deny him the
fundn he aska for. I don't want to judge before others have been heard, In
fact, X would liko to let the settlement to you end the trustees rather thmn
be involvoed, aleo rasented the fact that Fr, lambert did nct sign
the lettar notifying the janitor he was being dismissed.

Devotedly yours,
Abbot
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SAINT BoNIFACE CHURCH
REV, ROBERT D. BLUMEYER, O0.8.B.

HASTINGS, MINNESOTA

January 17, 1960

Dear Father Abbot,

’ I am sorry to burden you with this letter since
I am well aware of al)l your other problems but I have reached what I think
is a 1limit of my endurance. Father Lambert is Jjust intolerable and I don't
think that I can continue much longer without a breakdown. I have been so-
11d1p behind him all the way but since Novenber of this year he has become
very suspicious and jeikoums of me. Nothing I can do or say seems to be the
right thing snd he now has taken to criticism of me to the members of the
parish., All he is succeeding in doing, however, is making everyone sorry
for me and my sitnation.

Tor three years we have had a Columblan Squire circle in Has-
tings and he gave his permission for me to be the chaplain. We met in the
school until the new house was buillt and now we have room in the basement
and it is much more convenient for us te have these meetings here in the
home, Besides it wae Father Lambert's ldea anyway. Tonight we had a meeting
and he kicked the group out and told me he never wanted them to meet here
again, He had forgotten all sbout them and doesn't even seem now to lnow
what they are, But the problem was not the meeting so much bub that I had
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SaAINT BoNiFaceE CHURCH
REV, ROBERT D, BLUMEYER,O. 9. B,

HAsTINGS, MINNESOTA

four different pecple oome to see me between six end seven thirty and it
was just too much for him to bear. The fact is, he will never answer the
door or phone when I am around.

One of the teachers accepted the pesition here last fall with
the understanding that ahe would teach only until Christmas and by that time
Father would have hired another, Be had the oppertunity dut,the day school
opened he had not as yet done this and the Sister Prinipal had a room full
of children to contend with.

He got angry at & couple of men whe were repairing the art glase
windows in church and fired them, They promptly got a lawyer and threshensd
a laww suit ageinst the parish, Father's lawyer told him to back down and the
men are agdtn back on the job but the scandal ls about tha town.

hae been advised by ome of our parishoners to go to
the Archbishop and collect what he has ecomuming.

Father made the announcement to the Christian Mothers that
the assistant was too popular in this parish.

Father Abbot, I am not sure how long I can take this and I
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SAINT BoNIFACE CHURCH
REV. ROBERT D.BLUMEYER, O0.S.B.

HASTINGS, MINNESOTA

hope that either Father Lambert or myself oan be moved, The trustees come to
me with all their problems as well as do the parishoners and it is driving me
wild, Right now I am in trouble with the marriage court since I have taken
so lang on some information and testimony. Father considers this extra cur-
ricular activity and is very unhappy with me when I am ocut on these cases.

I Just don't seem to lmow which way to turn,

Obediently,
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SAINT JOHN'S ABREY+ COLLEGEVILLE, MINNESOTA
OPFFICE, OP‘THE ABBOT

Janvery 18, 1961

Reverend: Robert Blumeyer, 0.S.B.
Saint Bbniface Chureh
Hastings, Hinnesota

Depr Pather Robert,

I have your legter of yesterday and sympathice with you in
the difficultiee that face you with Father Lambert in his

precent condi{tion. I koow to some extent these difficul-

ties, and I pray that you will continue to be patient and

that you will not suffer & break-down.

At the moment I caennot move either Father Lambert or your-
seif, though I am very definitely tzying te work out ways

end means of removing Father Lambert. I just do not have
anyéne extra whom I might send to replace eitner hiv or you.
But I have thought of one or the other possibility of a
chenge. Before making it, however, I will beve to either
write g2 few letters or go to see one or the other of the
Fathers who would be involved in such a change, that is, in
the removal of Pather Lambert. I don't want to make a promise
that it would not be pussible for me to keep; hence I dom't
want. to ser any date as te wher I might be able to seud some-
one to succeed nim. I do assure you that I am workiog om the
problem, and I ask the help of your prayers thet all will work
out well.

Meanwhile, be &ssured also of my appreciat¢ion of the patience

‘you have shovm in the difficulties and of my prayer that God ;
will continue to bless you mmd your work. With every good wish, 4
1 am |

Your devoted Abbot,

BD: je

OSB BLUMEYER_00052



SAINT BoNIFACE CHURCH
REV. ROBERT D. BLUMEYER, O. 8. B,

HABTINGS, MINNESOTA
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SAINT BoNIFACE CHURCH
REV. ROEERT D. BLUMEYER, O.5. B,

HASTINGS, MINNESOTA
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SAINT BONIFACE CHURCH
REV. ROBERT D. BLUMEYHER, O. 8, B,
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Plenso glve namos and addressss of your
noarest Telatives

Name:
Btrest:

Town snd BState:

Name:
Street

Town and Stata:

Nams!

Town aud Svave:

- - i St

PERSONAL ACCOUNT
of
%f%’m/&zwmﬁ::z» aGSEg
fo; the yeat

Aot = b2
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PERSONAL ACCOUNT
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Saint Boniface Thueely

Mrstings, MMinnesota

Janusry 17, 1962

Dear Father Abbot,

Enclosed please find my financial skidtement for the
past year. I fekl thet the expenditures for the past year have been a
bit excessive but this is due partly to the faet that I had hospital-
1zation and considerable medication to buy for the late summer months,
I'm sure that I will be able to cut expenses considerably this year.

Things are going beautifully here at Hastings. Father
Roderic is a most understanding and insplring man - we work together
very well and I am most happy. I look forward to a fine year with him.

Obediently Yours,

e
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SAINT BONIFACE CHURCH
REV. ROBERT D. BLUMEYER, O. 8. B.
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PAXI
Diebus 9 et 11 augusti 1942 respective
Ex hac vito decesserunt

PETRUS J. CANDRIAN
Pater R. P. Ignatli, O.5.B.
CHRIS BLUMEYER
Pater R. P. Roberti, O.S.B,
Eorum requies aetema piis nostris commendatur orationibus
et sacrificiis.

R. I. P

Ex Abbalia S. | is Baptist
" ollegeviile, Mimnesata + BALDUINUS, O.S.5.
dle 13 augusti 1962 ABBAS
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LAST WILL AND TESTAMENT

) IN THE NAME OF GOD. AMEN,
I, —ee—e—Robart_ bDonald Blumeyer.
otharwise known ns . _ Bobscs, Bl wmayar . belng of legal age,

of sound mind and memory, do hereby make, publish, and declare this to be my last will and testament.

FIRST: I give, devige, and bequesath to

the Order of 8t, Benedict, St. John's Abbey, Collegeville, Minnesota

all property, real, personal, and mixed, which.I now possess or which I may hereafter acquire;

SECOND: I hereby nominate and appoint

Baldwin Duorschak or his successor as Abbot of 8t, John!s Abbey

as the executor of this will, without bond or inventory.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF I have hereunto set my hand this /. S 9% day of y_z.dé.,,__ 194 3
(Signature) ___@MM.ZJW -,5'5.

....Robert Donald Blumeyer

Signed, published, and declared by the above named ....._ ..

otherwise known as ......Robarkt.Blumeyer. , 88 .6l _hia

last will and testament, in the presence of us, who in ..148 ., presence and at ....his. . request, and in the

preasnce of each other, have hereunto subscribed our names as witnesses the day and year above written.

(Witnesses) @c&@eﬁ_)&ﬁ‘@mﬂ R
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Sutnt Boniface Thurek

Hastings, Minnzeota

August 2, 1963

Dear Father Abbot,

Last week my brother, who lives in Hestings,
told me of his plans to spend some of his vacation taldng my Mother
to Pennsylvania, She plans on spending the winter there with her 8isters.
They would like to have me go with them opn this trip and I told them that
I would write you and get your impression on this before any definite
plans are made on their part, My brother's vacation begins the 19 of
August and would like to leave on that day or the day after. This would
mean my being away from the Parish here for ane Sunday though I don't
think that I would be away for two full weeks, This would also mean that
I would have to have a replacement for this time since I don't think
that Father Roderic would be able to handle it alone even during the

week,

May I have your reactign bo this soon, Father Abbot, so

I can give definite word to my familyy I would like to go since all of
9_( 6 my Mother's side of the family lives in Erle and I havn't seen them
for nearly twenty years, My Aunt lives sbout three blocks from a
(9;’/1 Benedictine parish with men from Saint Vincent's. As I have said, I
would like to go but will not be terribly disappointed:if I can not,

Obediently,

ok 055
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BLJBhR' Ablgy Archiver
INFORMATION FOR THE ARCAIVEE OF SAINT JOHN'S ABBEY, COLLEGEVILLE ®Wasvi, Mlnnmh

voms_ NoBERT Lloaeasn forest ﬁzpfu ve R
{(Religiouns) (Baptiamal (Pamily

BIRTA:, 7 . y; /PR 2
iky Gounty State onth Dny Tear
H

YOUR PATRON samnm;Mé ?,,4 %ﬁgﬁ, . NAMEDAY

TRIENNIAL VOWS:

tﬂu!arn wnnn

/LAY g@/
e ) {Before Wnom g

& " = ..’ " 1)
ORDINATION: o4 ; » Q/ 12 (9 5% ML
(Fah 7 Ty TBiho
FATHER'S FULL NAMSI
PATHER'S BIRINPLACE! B tptlonee 1 Drrpom.
I ”
PATHER'S NATIONAL DESCENT: N

FATHER'B RELIGION: é{ A toorrinsd DATE OF DEATH: ,% 144 {2 &
£

HIGHEST LEVEL OF FATHER'S EDUCATION:

FATEER'S occupuwu:_@.yj T_.ﬁ!;;mfg uﬁ@‘_{' /
(liow then Youw En od Monoatery

MOTRER'E MAIDEN NAME:

(Pned)

¢ ; Z,
¥OTEER'E BIRTHPLACE:
MOTHER'S NATIONAL DESCENT: &zﬁwm 2 Mj
MOTHER'S HELIGION: -M..,,‘,,; DATE OF DEATH:

HIGREST LEVEL OF MOTHER'S EDUCATION:
YOUR :CAREER BEFORE ENTZRING THE MONAETERY :

JM&@%_%@___- .

EDUCATION §CHOOL FROM TQ  MAJOR DIGREE  DATE

ELEMENTARY | @,&a,‘: Y {%ﬂgéw"g"éﬁ'.?g‘: - /234

ssuonnmn_@aﬁad_w /736 - /2D

mmnmnmnuﬂ:_%j;@ /P46 — /25
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HBRADUATE:

POSTWDOCTORAL:

OTHERS

[Over Plemas]

DATE FILLED OUT: 6 fg&)_’é é'éﬂ g 252
i (Signoture £
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'LIST CHRONOLOOICALLY ALL THE MAJOR ASEIGNMENTS (lueting six-months .or ‘mors) YOU
HAVE RECEIVED SINCL PROFESBION AND ORDINATION. Oive (w) the type or naturo of
the work, e6.g., oosietant paator or iﬂunhér or wath teacher in Prep Behool,

(b) tbe locntion, (c) the duration, (d) mny nuvocial nohjovesento or itoms of note
e.5., built pardoh hull 4o 1048, - E

%'ﬂz‘fw/- é’m&-’ ’ é( ﬁ'}‘yfd/ tg{m W %ur/ .
(756~ frrsotnt Cregy

GIVE YOUR PARENT'S PRESENT ADDRESS, IF LIVING,

LIST YODR BROTHER8 AND SISTERS IN TEE ORDER OF TREIR BIRTH, INCLUDE YOURBELY,
For those atill living give ‘their prosent addroesaj for those who have Qied ;
write "decomsed,” Put an meterisk bafore those whom you wamt contactsd immedi-
ately agd directly by the Abbey wben you die,

I, Koted A, B Lrnaper OS2

IN THE REMAINING BPACE AND ON AN ADDITIONAL SHEET IP NBCESSARY PUT DOWN ANY
OTHER ITEMS OF INFORMATION OR ACCOMPLISEMENTS OF YOURS THAT YOU TBINK SEOULD
BE PERMANENTLY REGCORDED,

&/}Woﬁ o /%M//C-M;m;d
Papizied %/{ 12%6 aop L Soect Zity
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SAINT JOHN'S ABBEY+ COLLEGEVILLE, MINNEEOTA
OFFICH OF THH ABBOT j‘une 1, 1965
Doar Father Robert,
I was sorry to hear that you were {11, and I hope that by this
time you are much Improved.,

I have decided to give you a new assignment, and I wanted to let you know at
this time. I would like to have you go to St. Augustine’s parish, St. Cloud, to
take Fr. Simon's place, so that I ¢an appoint him chaplain of the Prep School. 1
felt that it would be important to choose an experienced assistant rather than a
newly ordained priest for St, Augustin's because Bishop Barthoiome comes there
every week, and many from the Abbey atop off there. I am quite sure Fr. Simon
would like to see the boys' choir continued also. I am confident you will like
Father Peter, as pastor, and that in every other way you will fit into the sifua~
tion thereé. This appointment should take place on June 18th,.Today I will be
writing to Pather Roderic to let him know of this move.

Thank you for the good weork you have done at St. Bonifacs parish, I know that
the people will regret very much your leaving, but you can tall them that It is to
ba expected that you serva in a number of parishes hefers having one of your own.

Devotedly yours,
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SAINT JOHNE ABBEY+ COLLEGEVILLE, MINNESOTA

56321

OFFICE OF THE ABBOT
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SAINT JOHN'S ABBEY+ cog.a;EGEVILLE,MINNE SOTA
: : .

OFFICE OF THRE ABBOT

December 29,1971

Father Robert Blumeyer, 0.S8.B.
Church of St. Bairtholomew

636 East Wayzata Boulevard
Wayzata, Minnesots 55391

', Dear Father Bbbert,

I am happy to let you kanow that Archbishop Byrne has approve of
your apointment as pastor of St, Bartholomew's, effectiveon the
5th of Janumry, 1972. Congratul$tions -~ and the assurence of &-

- memento that God bless you and your work in this new assignment,

I was not: able to contdct the Archhishop yesterday, sincé he was
in St, Louis, but I ecalled him thies morning, and he gave his appro~-
val to the: recommendation I made thet you become pastor, snd also
that Father James become assistant. He did say that he wished to
speak with you and thet the préctice of the Arc hdfocese is thet
men are given faculties at the Chancery Qffice. It wobld be good.

i 4f you could arrange to see the Archbishop ewrly next week, before

the Sth. I am sure that whatever suggestions he may have will beg

" helpful to you &5 you teke up the pastorate.

I cannot mf; m:;re now, siné’e we have just & ome from the Chapter
on’ Benilde - the Chapter voted to have ue continue at Benilde for
the next three years ~- and we have evening prsyers in a few minutes

" before: the eommunity gathering begins. But I wantef to-seud at least

" this short‘. letter of the good: news end with my best wishes not ony

for the new appomtment but: also for the ‘New Year. God .bless you’

' snd your work

i ) -;\ . o . 5
i’ i ' De_voted 1y~ yoursy
H I‘;

Abbot
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December 3¢, 1971

Reverend Robert Blumeyer, OSB
Church of St. Bartholomew

636 B, Wayzata Bouldvard
Wayzata, Minnesota 55351

Dear Yather Robert,

Archbishop Byrne has received notice of your presentation for appointment
ag paster of the Church of St, Bartholomew In Wayzate, and the Archbishop
has asgked me to commend his approval of your presentation and of your
pastor agsignment to that parigh.

Slors you already of the facunlties of the Archdiocese we are anly eaclosing

a formula of the Profession of Faith which any priest of the Archdiocese may
witness, and when you have completed 1t would you kindly return it to me at

the Ghancery. =

We are grateful for your work 8t Bt, Bartholomew, since your coming
in 1969,and we are delighted to have you among sur pastors,

With cordial best wishes, § remain

Sincerely yours in Christ,

Monsiqnor Tercance W, Bernison
Chancellor
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SAINT JOHNTE ABBEY* QO LO?E‘GEVILLE,MINNES OTA
86321

OFFICE OF THE ABBOT

Januery 3, 1873 p.m.

Reverend Robert Blumeyer, 0.S.3B.
Church of §t. Bartholomew

636 Wayzata Boulevard Zast
Wayzata, Minnesota 55391

Dear Father Robert,

Only this evening have I been able to write to Father James, and I have
just completed the letter agking him to leave St. Bartholomew's by the

10t of this momth, though I also assured him that, if this were too short
a time, I would be willing to extend it somewhat. I kad hoped to be able to
write hefore this, but the days have been £illed; with qulte a few of the
Fathers here during the Christmas holidays there hwve been many interviews.

I thought first of simply sendiug you a copy of my letter to Father James, but
decided against that to save his feelings. 1In glviag wmy reasone for asking him
to leave St. Bartholomew's, I tried to summarize the reasons given by the persons
who were here to discuss the matter, without glving any names. Howev er, I
assume that he will be able to guess some of the sources of the reasons which I
gave, I-hope that this will mot make life more difficult for you in the next
days, .

: S
Unfortunately, I do not have any definite asslgnment to offer to Father James
at present, except that there is the posgibility that he may be able to work in
the music department here., I told him-elsc that I would consider amy sugges-—
tion that EEmmight wieh te make. I suggested also that uvutil some mere definite
assignement could be made it might be possible for him to legve his pdano and
other musical instruments at St. Barthohomew's fox the time being. I hope that
this would he satisfactory to you.

I think this is going to be a shock to Father James, but I am sure that you will
do what wou can to help him over that. With thanks for the help you have given
him over the past thirteen or fourteen months {and before that also), and with all
good wishes forthis New Year, I am

Devotedly yoursa,

Abbot
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SAINT JOHN'S ABBEY* €O r;éfGEVILLE. MINNESOTA

ONFICE OF THE ASBOT

May 16, 1973

Father Robert Blumeyer, C.S,B.
St., Bartholomew's Church

636 East Wayzata Boulevard
Wayzata, Minnegota 55391

Dear Father Robert,

Even though I told you over the tslephone a few days ago that I
kad decided to ask you to accept the appointment to Hastings,

I think it best to make this a formal request in writing -- for
the sake of the records.

I am happy that you are pleased with the appointment to Bastings
atid I am also grateful to you for your willingness to accept Father
Francis Studer ag an assistant so that he will have the opportunity
to get pastoral experience. Father Francis should be due in
Chicago one of these days and I have sent him a letter to his,
Chicago address. I presume that I will be hearing frorm him
ehortly.

1 have not yet worked out the date for the various changes Lut

I hope to do that soon and I hope also-to present the various
changes to the Bishops involved for their approval.

With all good wishes and a prayer that God bless you and your
work, I am

Devotedly yours,

Abbot

JE:fp
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Qt CBahthoﬂomew ¢ Chunch

PHONE 473-6601 636 EAST WAYZATA BOULEVARD, WAYZATA, MINNESOTA 55391

May 19, 1973

Dear Father Abbot,
' 1+ seems fitting thet | write you
on the annlversary of my ordination to thank you for the
new appointment. The Monday you called | told you that you
had made my day - this Is an understatement. Actually you
have made me the happlest man in the Order. | have always
felt very close to Hastings, | grew up ther - in the Priest-
hood. Many of the difficulties in readjusting | won't have,
getting acquainted and getting the pulse of the people
since | have nine years experience in that parish. It is

a great place with deep Christian commlttment. | am sure

it has changed and | will find some problems | still am

very excited about golng back.

The Joy of receiving your letter was somawhat re-
duced since someons sent me the last copy of the campus
"RECOBD". It is a shoking reminder that S5t John's has
changed a great deal too. Gregory managed to quiet me .down
after some time but | still find it hard to accept!

b3

The parish is having a celebration for me, my ann-
iversary, at the 5:30 liturgy this evening. Everything seems
to be going my way. | am still committed to the priesthood,

delighted to be a Benedictine and very much Indebted to my
Abbot for a wonderful assignements Thank you agaln.

Father Robert

OSB BLUMEYER_00072




clls
b E)
SAINT JOHN'S ABBEY+ QO :Z'I;IIE‘GEVILLE, MINNEFSOTA

QFFICE OF THE ABRBOT

June 7, 1973

. Bartholomew's Church
636 East Wayzata Boulevard
Wayzata, Minnesota 55391

¢

/
;‘z’-ther Robert Blumeyer, O,S. B,

7 ’
Dear Father Robert:

I wasg véry happy to receive your letter of May 19--the anniversary of your
ordination-<and 1 am happier the day was made more joyful in view of the
appointment to Hagtings, I would have written earlier, but as you know from
CONFRERE, 1 have been in the hospital, returning only yesterday,

Father I-Ia.rald and Father Julius will be leaying Hastings on June 19 and when I
write the Archbishop, I will ask him to make that the effective date for your ap-
pointmemit as pastor at St. Boniface, with Father Francis as agsoclate pastor.
He indicated he had had a good visit with you and I am hopeful that you and he
will be not only very happy working together, but aleo very effective. Father
Francis has some desire to complete a course for his MA, but I think it much
better that he plan to do this poasibly in the summer of 1974 rather than now.
After you and he are somewhat settled at Hastings, together you can work oyt

a suitable time for a vacation.

Since I am way helind with corze spomlence and since there are many letters

to write concerning the various changes, I would be grateful if you would give
my greetings to Father Gregory, and if you would let him know that I will ask
the Archbishop to name him as pastor of St. Bartholomew's effective on June 19.
I am happy to know that you ars very much dedicated to the priesthood, to your
meonastic way of life, and to the community. May the Lord continue to bless
both you and your work,

With all good wishes,

Devotedly yours,

Abbot

JE:fp —~
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SAINT JOHN'S ABBEY+ co?ég.zlf:GEVILLE,MINNES OTA

OFFICE ‘OF THE ABRBOT

Father Robert Blumeyer, O.S,B.
St. Boniface Church

520 Ramsey Street

Hastings, Minnesocta 55033

Dezar Father Robert,

As 1believe you know, Father Jameg some-time ago requested &
dispensation from all of his obligations as a raonk and priest. I
sent him the necessary instructions, and I have tried to contact
hir several times since then, but without success. He has not
in eny way rezponded to my letters nor done anything further
about his petition., Ibelieve that you have zlso tried to contact
bim unsuccessfully; I know Father Daniel also has,

1 believe that, much as I hate ¢o do 50, it will be necessary for
me, for the sake of the records, to write a severe letter indicating
that if he does not respond, steps will be taken to have him dis-
raissed from the Grder. I think thie hae to be done for the sake

of the records and to protect ourselves as a commuaity, 1 would
therefore be grateful if in some way, possibly through his mother,
you could find out for me his present address.

Father Conrad's condition remains about the same. Fe coutinues
cheerful and resigned. Father Arthur suffered a stroke last Sunday
and is now in the St. Cloud Hogpital. His condition is not improving.
I expect to see him this afterncon again. Brother Kevin is recuperat-
ing nice from his gallbddder operation, and all othera are well.
Devotedly yours,

Abbot

JE:fp
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; August 20, 1973
Dear Father Robert,
Just a short note to thank you for your letter of August 22 in response to my
request for information concerning Father James. I appreciate kmowing that
. his address remains the same, and one of these days I feel I'must write him,
i .as I indicated in my previous letter to you. Iwish there were some way In
" which we could help him, but I am at a loss as to how we can do 80 without his
cbqperatlo:\;. '

i %, Wii:!_l greetings to Father Fpancis and every good wish, Iam

Devotedly,

JE:fp Abbot
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5t Bonthre ipech

Masiingo, Mhnsacin

Jugust 22, 1973

Daar Fatber Abbot,
I em soryy to heve delayed ac long in an-

swering your letter of last Saturday but thls has been a very
busy week, two funerals, two weddings plus the faet that achool
begins tomorrow,

I drove into Minneapolis yestrday to havae a
ghort visit .with Father Jamss mother, She received me rathar
vwell though she was quite raticent. I appbroached the subject of
James with great pare since I didn't want to distwb her and
merely asked how Father ig doing and if he is still living at
the same address. She doesn't know a great Geal obout him, I
discovered but assures me tiat ha has not moved. So the mddress

is

c—————- .

I am happy to esslet in any way T can in this
sad and difficult situation,

Obediently,

Jotond BSE
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SAINT BONIFACE CHURCH 520 RAMSEHY HASTINGS MINN 585033

February 27, 197h

Dear Father Abbot,
I have enclosed my finacial statement for the year

and as usual I have to apologise for being late but the first day of
Lent gives me added resolve and energy to get these necessary probe
lems out of the way. Some of the expenses are high and I intend to
cut down on some of the unecessary spending.

Things continue to go very well here and we are
faced with a problem that I havn't had much experience in - investing
surplus parish income. With the probable loss of the tax credit to
schools I imagine that could be wiped out rather soon. But the parish
seems genuinely happy with the two men you have sent to Saint Boniface
and the men are happy to be here.

Obediently,

% firbort-
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March 2, 1974

Dear Father Robert,

Thenk you for your letter of the 27th, for your persomal statement for the
past year, and for the check of $1000 which you enclosed as surplus income for
the support of the community. Im the name of all I ar grateful for the work
that you are doing, and I am happy to know that both you and Father Fraacis
bappy in your work at St. Bonlface, and that the people also are pleased. Fot
one word of criticism has come from anyone in Hastings; a welcome relief from
the past couple of years. It is also good to krnow that there is a surplva in-
come in the parish. Hopefully the tax credit will be corntinued.

T note also, as you did, that some of the expenses are high, e.g., for vacation.
But I am grateful for the resolve to cut dewn on "some of the unecessary apending.

Fr. Conrad continues to be very weak, but somehow manages to hold on, and to be
cheerful and respgned. A few cases of flu in the house, but none serious. With
all good wishes, and with greetings also to Fr. Frencis,

Devotedly yours,

Abbot
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Mosi Stipends to Abbey |
Mass Stipends to Others E—

Total $

Moss Intentlins on Hand

Doflar value of Stipends on Hond $

To those residing outslde the Monastery, to
avold any difficulty at tine of iransfer or deaths

Plecie list flems of valvs which ara In yéur
possesslon ond belong (o the Monailery,
such o3 comeras, tape recarders, radies,
siereo, television sely, choifs, and valucble
objects of Art. (Do not list things which
belong to the rectory or parish,)

Robert Blumeyer

1415 -

PLEASE GIVE NAMES AND ADDRESSES
OF YOUR NEAREST RELATIVES.

{Even If you fllled this oit lost year,
this might require updating.)

NAME:
STREET:
CITY AND STATE:

NAME
STREET:
CITY AND STATE

NAME
STREET,
CITY AND STAT&
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PERSONAL ACCOUNT
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SAINT JOHN'S ARBBEY+ COLLEGEVILLE, MINNE S0TA
ONFICE OF THE ABBOT
March 17, 1975

Dear Father Robert,

We are trying to get an uptodate list of the close relatives of all our monke--
{ncluding the young, hele and hearty ones, According to our records the last
time you gave us your list was in 1973,

Are these right? 0 IL *

1If these are rightj will you please just OK this note and return it to me as soon
as possible, If you happen to have phone numbers, 1€ would be fine if you would
jot them down, but it is not absolutely necessary,

T think of you often and how fine you were on the piano (both inside and out), I
hope all gogs well with you, Thanks heapa for your cooperation =- and best wishes,

C:;inlly, ;

Secretary to Father Abbot John, osh
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Dacember 10,3675

Deax. Pather Roberts

I presume you have heard that Father Simon spent dbout three weeks in the
hospital recently, suffering mainly from pervous tensions and continued
back trouble. The doctor has stxongly advised that he be relieved of his
gppointment as pastor at St. Bamiface Church in Cold Spring.

T am yriting Father Peter today to ask him ko accept the appointment ae
Admindatratox at Qold Spring; effective on Junuary 5:; I hdye asked him
to discuss the matter with you.

I vegret that Y do not have anyome ¢4 send 88 3 replacement for Fathek

Peter but I hope¢ yeu and Father Glowd will bé able to £il11 the veeds of
St. Bonlface in Hagtings. If you should find thit weekend help would be
necessaxy; I would hope that Pather Priov would be eble to semd someome.

I have spoken %o the Archbishop sbout withdrgwing Father Peter and this

is agreeable to him. I sm leaving tomorrow for Lansing foy the installation

of Bishop Povish and expect to be back Fridsy aftermopn. I have asked
Pather Peter to let me know his reactian either Friday afternoon ox
Saturday worning.

With #1% good wishes and the prayer that Gl hiless you, 1 am
Déwotedly yodrss ‘

) . Abbot
JEifp

Pather Bobert Blumeyeyx, 0SB
St. Boniface Church

320 Ramsay Street

Hastings, Minnesota 5503%
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April 28, 1976

Deaxr Father Robeft,

I am writing today about the appointments for the coming yea¥,.
I think we were able finally to finish most of them at the
meeting of the Personnel Staff this morning.

I understand that Fether Prior and Father Daniel have been in
contact with you about your assoclate pastors for the coming
year. However, I want to write you formally, asking whether
the appointment of Father Blane Wasnie and Father Stephen
Beauclair as your asgociastes ig acceptable to you. I person-
ally believe you will make a fine team and that St. Boniface
will continue to be one of our outstanding parishes. I would
appreciate your letting me know very soon 1f the appolntment
of thess two men 1is agreeabls.

I am writing to Father floud, informing him that, while he

should stay at St., Bonifsce until Father Stephem 1s able Lo

leave New York, he should thereaftexr plam to come to the Abbey

to await a suitable appointment. I am not sure when Father

. Stephen will be able to come, but I hope it will be by mid- .
July at the latesta - C

With all good wishes, and the prayer that God blews yous I am.

De":otedly YOurs
Abbot : N

Reverénd Robert Blumeysr, 0,5.B.

St, Boniface Church ) 3
520 FRamsey Strget 9
Yastings, Minnescta 55033 »
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Saint .'Bonl/(au Gﬁm;_/i
goz Ramasey Skueet
d-/aaﬂuga, dmnumta, 55083

Xay 18, 1976

Dear Father Abbot, ' T

T would first like to ask you not to con-
sider the long delay in answering your letter as any lack of in-
terest - anything but. I am most excited and overjoyed. I had a
rather bad cold for a couple of weeks then the stomach flm. I then
insisted that Cloud take a vacation since he found the winter and
Ient difficult. The week he was'gone I had theée funerals and a
wedding. Last week and was also our parish election Sunday which
tock a lob of my time.

' I am most happy t0 accept them and am most
grateful to you for this kind consideration you have given me and
Saint Boniface Parish. This is the first time we' have had a priest
here under fifty years of age for too long a time. The® three of vs
spent three days together working out job descriptions, policies and
priorities and I am most excited with next yeéars prospects. I also
fee’l Our three personalities and temperaments compliment oné ancther
very well. Their concept of a paStoral’and and thh one I have are

Aam
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Salnt .'Borztfaas Churnch

902 Ramaey Stueeb
Hastings, Minnssota, 55033

are almost identical. I have dsked the parish council to assist us
on needs of the parish and prioritiés and while T have not yet re-

ceived any, they are happy %o ‘assist. They have also asked me to
thank you for your consideration given to us.

o ' I was a little concerned about Father Cloud
and the way he might react. I had 4 long talk with Min thanking him
for his worK and what he broughit fo our parish. T feel that he is
taking it well and seems genuinely releived.

g : " Tomorrow is my anniversary of ordination amd
one of the priests in the area is taking me to the ‘operd tomorrow
night. T shall remember you véry specially at my Mass  tomoroow
and thank God for the many bAasings that have come to me through
the Church and the Benedietines,

Cbediently,

% foto 22
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May 19, 1976

Dedy Father Robert;

Just & brief note to'thank you for your letter of yesterday
and to say that I understand youx reason for not replying
sooner. ,

One of the staff members had told me that you were pleased
with the two associate pastors that I havs appointed to
Hastings, and therefore I went ahead with asking approval

of the Archbighop, This approval came yasterday and both
appointments are effective on the firat of Juma, As is usual
in the Archdiocése, the Chancery requested that the two new
men come to the chancery for the pxeofescéion of faith and to
recelve the Pagella of facultieé. If peseible, I am sure
Fathers Blane and Stephen would be grateful if you would
introduce them at the chaocery.

15 too, have been concernsd about Father Cloud but I am happy
to note from your lettey that he 19 taking it weil and seems
genuinely relieved.

Congratulations om your ordinatfdn anniversary today, and
assutance of & special remembrfnce in our afternoon Mass

today. . <

With every goed wish sad the pkayer that god bless you,
1 am

Devotedly yours,
Abbot

Father Robert Blumeyer, OSH
Sgint Bonifsce Church

502 Ramsey Street

Hastings, Mlonesota 55033
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/ ARCHDIOCESE OF SAINT PAUL AND MINNEAPQLIS

v

226 Summit Avenue
Saint Paul, Minnesota 55102

Office of the Archbishop

June 30, 1976 Fha: Rebeet By ey

The Right Reverend John Eidenschink, O.S.B.
Abbot

8t. John's Abbey

Collegeville, Minnesota 56321

Dear Father Abbot,

Father Robert Blumeyer visited me on June 30, He insists upon his innocence and,
of course, has a perfect right to do that. He told me that he had reviewed the case
thoroughly with you, had done a battery of tests with Dr, John Regan, and feels
absolutely confident, not only of his innocence, but his ability to ride out whatever
problems might be occasioned in the parish,

I told him that I am prepared to accept whatever recommendation that you make., If
you feal that Father Robert is cotrect in hig assessment of what happened, and that
he ought to remain at Hastings, I would approve that with no hesitaticn,

1 think it is important that he understand the problem if these people should go
public., He says he does understand that and has weighed that fact, He s
satisfied that they will not go public, but is prepared to have them do so and
feels that his own reputation will ba sufficient to handle the problem,

The only other thing that I indicated to him was that if this should become public,
and if there appears to be some scandal, I would feel that we would have to

review the issue at that time,

Sincerely yours in Christ,

] ‘}\ ( -'L-V’L‘.' t‘C{ - /} @ ’4\\

Mosl',}everend john R, Reach, D.D.
!\rchhi-s?qop of Saint Paul and Minneapolis
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8 July 1976

Dear Pathe¥ Robeit;

I am gending you herewith a copy of my letter today to Archbishep
Roach, I hope vou will find it fully satisfactory since you in<
dicated over the phone yesterday you would welcome a4 sabbatical
and the other suggestions that I wada.

I have not yet had time te cheéck furthek fat¢ various possibilities
where yotu might take the sabbatical but I hops te be able to do that
next week, Sincq the couxses would not begin watil Sgptember, I
believe wa have time yet, though I realize that it 1s necessary to
apply eoon. I will be in touch a8 soon as I have further informatiom,

With every good wigh and with greetings to Fathers Blame and Stephen
for the FPeasgt of Sdint Benedict, I am

Devotedly yours; -

Abbet

Ju/ev
Enclosure

Father Robert Blumeyer, 0.S5.B.
Saint Boniface Church

520 Ramsey Street .
Hastings, Minnesota 55033
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8 Tuly 1576 Foad o Rt Gumd..\

Te Most everend John R. Raach, D.D.
Archbishop of Saint Paul - lfinneapolis
226 Jummit Avezue '

Saint Paul, Mianezota 55102

Dear Archbichop Roach;

T regret i%e delay {n replyfng to your kind latter of ths 20th of June inm
reference ta Pather Robert dlumeyar, eftar you had spoken with him that seme
day. I was, however, waliting for a report from Dr. Johu Regan, a report
which has not yot reached ms, Secondly, Pather Scbert was absent for a few
days of vacation, and I uished to spesk with him before writing,

In view of Pathar Robert's continued agsertion of immocence, and in view of
youx willingunesa to permit Father Robert to continue as pastor of Saint

Boniface in Hastings, Lf I judge this to be best under the clrcumstances, I
heve comecluded that he ought to remsin st Hastings, but undar certain con-

ditiona.

These conditions are that he take a "cabbatical” for about three or four
months, that during this time be heve another pyschimtric eveluation, and
that arrangements for a directed retreat be wade, Lf poseible, a thirty-day
directed retreat, Father Robert said that he would walcoma these conditiocns
vhen I spoke by phone with hin yesterday. I informed him that I would check
into various possibilitiea vhere these conditioms could be best fulfilled.
My hope s to Find e suitable place where, during the 'sabbatical," he could
take cme or the other course in theology or Scripture while sleo fulfilling
the othexr two conditiens. I asnticipate that this "sabbaticael" would covar
the period from September through December of this year. Fathar Robert e
confidant that the two assoclate pastors could provide adequately for the
needs of the parish in Hastiags during his abgence, If belp should be
neaded on vaekends, we would send such help from here.

L am hopeful that the matter {m question will not becowa public and above
all that there will ba no scandal. I agree fully that, if the matter should
bacome public and Lf scandal would result, the dacision to permit Father
kobert' to remsin would have e ba reviewed, I would assume thst yuu would
become awurg of this befors [ would, and 1 stand ready to cooperate im every

possible way.
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2

The Most Raverend Johm R, Roach, D.D.
Page Two
8 July 1976

With avery good wish, I am
Sincerely yours in Christ,

John !’.d‘n.ch’-&, 0.8.8,
-Abbot

cc: Father Robert Blumeyer, O,S.B.
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ARCHDIOCESE OF SAINT PAUL AND MINNEAPOQLIS

226 Summit Avenue
Saint Paul, Minnesota 55102

Office of the Archbishop

July 20, 1976
F‘-Dts N R\bll\'{ ﬁ‘wmdq“’\

John Eidenschink, O.8.B.
Abbot

Saint John's Abbey
Collegeville, Minnesota 56321

Dear Abbot John,

Thank you very much for your letter of July 8. I have been on vacation and just got to

it,

I agree complately with your handling of Father Blumeyer's situation. It seemed to me
after talking with him that {t was almost impossible to assume guilt, I also think that
the sabbatical which you have suggested and another pyschiatric evaluation are most

appropriate.

So far as I am concerned, I am going to assume that Father Robert has been effective
in that parish and unless there is some further reason to question that that the issue

now rests,

Sincerely yours in Christ,

"
€ \'\,\_kj '( : (J? .
e
Most Reverand John R. Roach,
Archbishop of Saint Paul and Minneapolis

0SB BLUMEYER_00091



Thursday, July 29, 1976

mother' of Father Robert,
d1ed yestarday sfternoon.' The funeral will be
at Lion County First Presbyterian Church in
“George, Iows, on Saturday, at 1130 im the after-

noon. Please ranqaber Father Robert's mothex in

your prayers.
Abbot John
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W ] August 9, 1576

Dear Father Robert,

Just a note to add to the enclosed, & note taken from rather Joel's letter to

me of August 6, which I received this morning:

“"A program: enclosed you will find the fall program for the Institute of Pastoral
Studies. This institute offers a masters degree in religious education after 30
credits of worlk, but they will happily accept Robert without a graduate record
exam and even though he is going to take courses for only a semester. The bro-
chure outlines only the 1st semester prograsm which is a program geared for some-
one who might also have a part-time ministry. Their summer program is designed
much like our graduate theology program at St, John's and has many more offerings,
but the "during the year" offerings seem to be excellent."

.With all good wishes and the prayer that God bless you — and with greetings
also to Frs. Blane and Stephen,

Davotedly yours,

Abbot
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10 August 1976

The Reverend Joseph Kelly
Saint Jercme's Church
1709 West Lunt Avenue
Chicago, Illinois 60626

Dear Father Relly:

I am writing today to ask whether it would be possible for anather of
our priests to live et Saint Jerame's rectory from sbout the 15th of
September, 1976, to about the 15th of January, 1977. I am able to
give one of our prissts, Father Robert Blumeyer, & one semester sab-
batical in order to take courses at Loyola University's Institute

of Pastoral Studies. Presently Father Robert 1s serving as pastor
of Saint Boniface parish in Bastinge, Minnesota, )

Father Joel Daniel Eelly has been very happy at Saint Jerome's rectory
and, since he will be leaving there shortly, I am wondering whether it
‘would be possible for Father Robert to live at Saint Jerome's for the
time indicated, To the best of my knowledge, Father Robert does not
know Spanish but he is experienced in parochial work and I am sure he
would be willing to help on weekends 3gnd dlso to soma extent during the
week days, if such help were needed, Saint John's would, also, gladly
pay for his board and room if that were préferable, Father Joel will be
able to give you further information about Father Robert should you wish

itw M

With sincere.thanks for the hospitality shown to Father Joel, and with
every good wish, I am

8incerely yours in Christ,

-

John Eidenschink, 0.S5.B.
Abbot

JE/ev
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AMBASSADOR 2-3170

St Jeromas Charch

1708 WEST LUNT AVENUE
CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 80626

August 23, 1976

Most Rev. John Eldenschink 0.3.3.
0ffice of the Abbott

St. John's Abbe{

Collegeville, Minnesota 56321

Dear Abbott Eidenschink:

In response to your letter of August 10
we would be agreeable to have the Rev.
Robert Blumeyer live at St. Jerome's while
he attends courses at Loyola University.

If he proves to be as cooperative as
Father Joel Kelly, he will be an asset to
the parish while .he is here. Iff he can
help out somewhat especially on weekends,
we will gladly supply room and board and
pay some monthly galary as well.

Hoping this can be worked out and with
best personal wishes, I remain,

rg8 in Christ,
72K T /L
ev. Joseph F. Kell

Pastor

0SB BLUMEYER_ 00095




27 August. 1976

The Reverend Joseph P, Rslly
Satnt Jerome's Chureh

1709 West Iumt Avenme
Chieago, Illinois 60626

Deat Fither Kally:

Thank you very much for your letter of the 23rd of August in which
you informed me that it will be 4greeabla to have our Father Robert
Blumeyer live at Saint Jerome's while attending Loyola University.

I appreciate, also, your willingness to provide him with board and
zoom and, possibly, a small salary if he 1s as helpful ag Pather
Joel ‘Kelly wag.

1 have ipoken by phome i Fatlier Robert and hé¢ {s awalting final

word from Loyola University. As soon @8 he hears from the University,
he will be in touch with you. : )
Reciprocating your good wishes, and with & prayer ther God bless you
and your good work, I am

Sincervaly yours in Chrise,

Jobn Eldenschink, Q.5.8.
Abbot

JE/ev
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SAINT BONIFACE CHURCH 520 RAMSEY HASTINGS 'MINN 65033

September 16, 1976

Dear Father Abbot,
The last two weeks of flnal preparation here have

much more pemanding that | had expected and | have not been able to get
to vialt you as | had planned. | had to have some work done on my car,
some checking with my doctor hers and got my eyes checked. 1| will con-
tact after having gotten somewhat settled in Chicago. | have registered
and prepald three courses. | think, however, that I will drop one and
stay with four hours a week. | had a nice phone visit with Fr Kelly

and told him that | would be better able to tell how much time | can
put Into the parlsh when | get there and get started.

The two men are dolnga really flne job though |
think they are a little anxlous as to the amount of time and work the
place demands. ! am wondering If it would not be a good Idea 1o give

one of them the power of administration. It 1s your decision, of cprse,
but | think it would be a good and helpful situation,

Sincerely,

A
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28 Septembey 1976

The Rwumd~Mart Blumeyer , g..3,8:
Saint Jerome®s Church

1709 i Avenug .

Chicago; Illinois 60626

Dear Father Robert:: '

1 regret the delay im thanking you for your letter of September 16th which
arrived while I wag at £aint Benedict's in Atrchison for their visitatiom
from the 19th to the 25th. It was & good vigitation though the commmity
is worried bacause of lack of vocatioms and because the merged school is
steadily dacreasing in enroilment. I hopa that we were able to be of help
to thé commmity.

I hopa that you have nov become somewhat seéttled gt Saint Jerome's and char
the tourges are going well, I think you wete wigg to consider dropping one
so thHat you would have only four hours 2 week,

L approciated your suggestion that one of the two at Saint Boniface be given
the powar of administration during your absence. That, of couxse, must come
from the Archbishop., I will write him and suggest that he name Father Blane

as the adminfstzator prxo tem. Even though Pather Stéphen hag more pastoral
experience; I think 1t best t¢ ask that Father Blane be named administrafors

Today, Fathey Daniel will b& sending out the latest %Erefa, and, therefoxe,

I will aot try to give more news since I am catching up with wrteslmndeuce
of lagt weeky

In the Hope that evervthing will go well iluring the next months, and with

Devotedly your's;

Abbot
JEfev
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO

POST OFFICE BOX 1979

CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 60690

fleverend Robert Blumeysr, G5B
Bt Jerome Rectory

1709 W. lust Avenue

Chlcago, llinds 60626

Dear Father Blumeyer,

Durtng the absence of His Eminence Cardinst Cody, and
upon preésentation of your Right Reveread Abbot, facalties of the
Arvchdiocese of Chicago, in sccordance with Caoon Law and the
regulations of this diocese. are hereby granted yot during your
residence at St. Jerome Rectory, under the direction of the Reverend
Joseph F. Kelly, Pastor, and aatil March 3ist, 1977,

Siace thie 19 not an assignment as 8 Canonical Assistant,
specific delegation must be requested from the Pastor for any wedding
at which you may be asked to oificlate (Canon 1096).

Wishing you every blessiag in your studiss, and with
ktedest regards, ¥ am,

Sincerely yours iu Christ,

Rev. Magr. Francis A. Brackin
Vicar General

P. 8. ~ May 1 ask you to be good enough to complete the eaclosed
form and return it at your convenience.

ccs Right Rev. John Eldenschink, 038 - Abbot
Reverend Joseph F. Kelly, Pastor
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October 2, 1976

Most Reverend John R. Roach, D.D.
Archdiocese of Saint Paul and Minneapolis
226 Summit Avenue

Saint Paul, Minnesota 55102

Dear Archbishop Roach,

In your letter of July 20 of this year in reference to Father
Robert Blumeyer, you approved of the plan I had suggested of
permitting Pather to Remain as pastor of St. Doniface in Mastings,
provided that he would -take a sabbatical and undergo another
paychiatric examination. Arrangements for the sabbatical and for
the examination have now been mada, and about a week ago Father
Robert bogan taking courses in theology at Loyola University in
Chicago, while living at St, Jerome's rectory. The courses will
end on January 15, 1977.

In a letter which I received a few days ago Father Robert suggested
that I ask that one of the two associate pastors at St. Boniface be
named Aduministrator during the time of his sabbatical. I have just
spoken Ly telephone with one of the associate pastors, Father Blane
Wasnie, C.5.B., and he judged that it would be helpful in the care
of the parish if he were named Administrator pro tem.

.If this is agreeable, I wodld recommend that Father Blane Wasnie be
named Administrator, effective immediately and ending on January 15,
1977.

In the hope that you are finding time to get out to.enjoy the magni-
ficent vweather of these days, I am

Sincerely yours in Christ,

John Eidenschink, 0.S.B.
Abbot
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October 9, 1976

Father Robert Blumeyer, 0.S.B.
Church of St. Jerome

1709 Lunt Avenue

Chicago, Illinois 60626

Dear Ftller Ro‘bert,

On the 8th of July I wrote to Archhishop Roach, replying to his

letter of the 00th of June, in vhich he Ingdicated that you might
remain as pastor of St. Boniface' s, if T judged this best. I sent
you a copy of. that letter of July 8, since we had spoken over the
phone about the conditions which I thoupht I should agk you to fulfill
in remaining as pastor.

One of the conditions was "anothetr peychiatric evaluation.” With the
help of Father Prlor I am arranging for Father Jmmes Gill to call you

as soon as convenient. Though he is based on the east coast, he comes

to Chicago weekd¥yand has indfcated that he would be happy tobbe of

help to you. I am not sure just when he will call you; perhaps mnext
weekend since I believe that is when he 1s in Chicago. I would esk

that you coooperate with Father G111 (he spent a couple of days here a
few years ago under Abbot Baldwin helping us to work out some of the
problems that arose after Vatican II ~- and is z fine man, fully traimed).
I am fully confident that he will be able to be of help to wou.

In my letter of July 8 to Archbishop Roach I had mentioned also a directed
retreat. But the courses you are takling and your working with Father Cill
will cover for this. I hope, therefibre,that there will be both s renewal

in theology and in spirit.

Tomorrow I dedicate an addition £o the school at Avon and then head on
toward Mandan, where Father Bertram is undergolng treatment. I must be
back by Wednesday noon for a meeting, then a meeting of the Seminary Ad-
visory Boerd Vednesday evening, and a meeting of the Regents on Thursday
morning -- so the schedule keeps full.

Vith all good wishes and a continued memento in prayer,

Devotedly yours,

Abbot
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INFORMATION FOR THE ARCHIVES OF SAINT JOHN'S ABBEY

NAME: ROBERT DONALD BLUMEYER
(Religious) (Baptismal) (Family)
BIRTH: BOYDEN SI0UX I0WA JUNE 11 1922
(City) (County) (State) (Moath) Day) (Year)
YOUR PATRON SAINT:ABBOT OF MOLLESMES ___ NAMEDAY: APRIL 19
795D
TRIENNIAL VOWS: st JOHN'S JUNE 11,2 ARBOT AL CUIN
(Pluce) (Date) (Before Whom)
FINAL VOWS/OBLATION: ST JOHN'S JULY 11, 1953 ABBOT ALCUIN
(Place) (Date) (Before Whom)
ORDINATION:.___ ST ((CHN'S ABBEY. _ MAY 19, 1956 BATHOLOME _
(Place) Date) (Biskap)
FATHER'S FULL NAME: —
FATHER'S BIRTHPLACE: BOVDEN, IQWA
GERMAN 1

FATHER'S NATIONAL DESCENT:

FATHER'S RELIGION: LUTHERAN

DATE OF BIRTH:

MARCH 10, 1901

finished high school

HIGHEST LEVEL OF FATHER'S EDUCATION:

FARMING

NOW DECEASED

FATHER'S OCCUPATION:
(When You Entered Mopastery)

MOTHER'S MAIDEN NAME:

(Now)

MOTHER'S BIRTHPLACE: MEADEVILLE, PENNA.

ENGLISH, GERMAN

MOTHER'S NATIONAL DESCENT:

MOTHER'S RELIGION:

SEEENTH DAY ADV. 1oTe OF BIRTH:

JULY 10, 1901

FINISHED HIGH SCHOOL

HIGHEST LEVEL OF MOTHER'S EDUCATION:
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YOUR CAREER BEFORE ENTERING THE MONASTERY:

I WAS IN GROCERY RETAIL FOR 5 YEARS BEFORE COM}(ING TO ST JOHN'S

4 rmt e -

EDUCATION SCHOOL FROM TO MAJOR DEGREE DATE

B.A. ST JOHﬁ;S UNIVERSITY 1947-1856 PHOLOSOPHY B.A. 1952
ELEMENTARY: DISTRICT SCHOOL IN SIOUX COUNTY IOWA
SECONDARY: BOYDEN PUBLIC SCHOOL, BOYDEN, IOWA

UNDERGRADUATE.___ ST HOHN'S UNIVERSITY

THEOLOGY : ST JOHN'S SEMINARY.

ONE SEMESTER AT LOYOLA OF CHICAGO
GRADUATE:

POST-DOCTORAL:

OTHER:
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LIST CHRONOLOGICALLY ALL THE MAJOR ASSIGNMENTS (lasting six months or morc) YOU HAVE
RECEIVED SINCE PROFESSION AND ORDINATION. Give (a) the sype or nasure of the work, e.g.,
assiscant pastor or plumber or math teacher in Prep School, (b) che location, (c) the duration, (@) any

special achicvements or irems of note, e.g., built parish hall in 1948, or Danforth graot in 1960.

*ST BONIFACE CHURCH, HASTINGS, MINNESOTA 1956-9965  ">SISTANT
ST AUGUSTINE'S, ST CLOUD 1965-1968 ASSISTANT

ST BENEDICT'S'CHUR.CH, BRONX, NEW YORK 1968-1969 ASSISTANT

3 YEARS ASSISTANT
ST BARTHOLOMEW'S CHURCH, WAYZATA, MINN. 1969-1973 1 AND HALF YEARS PASOTER

ST BONIFACE CHURCH, HASTINGS, MINNESOTA _1973-1978 PASTOR

—— ST BENEDICT™S CHURCH, AVON, MINNESOTA 1978~ PHESENTHRT 2%
57 é’ﬂr//fﬁ?ﬁ/f’%, ;‘E%'/WJVG/ S, Il AR —
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GIVE YOUR PARENTS' PRESENT ADDRESS, IF LIVING.

LIST YOUR BROTHERS AND SISTERS IN THE ORDER OF THEIR BIRTH. INCLUDE YOURSELF.
Por those still living give their prescne address; for those who have died write ‘‘deceased,” Put aa asterisk
before those whom you waat contactpd iramediately and direerly by the Abbey when you die

N ST AN \'u,;-s'n G v

IN THE REMAINING SPACE AND ON AN ADDITIONAL SHEET IF NECESSARY PUT DOWN
ANY OTHER ITEMS OF INFORMATION OR ACCOMPLISHMENTS OF YOURS THAT YOU
THINK SHOULD BE PERMANENTLY RECORDED.
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2 Maych 1977

The Reverend Robext Rlumeyeiy &.S.B.
Saint Boniface Church

520 Ramsey Street .

Hastings, Minnesota 55033

Déar Tather Robért:

1 would be grateful £f you would arrange & visit to the Abbey
and to myself since I am interested in hearing & report about
ybur sabbatical in Chic¢ago and about the meetiggs with Fathey
gite,

As you may have noted from Confrere, I will be absent all of
next week for the Workshop for Abbots. T will be here through~
out the week of March 13th. T would suggest that you vlan to
come on Wedneadsy, March 16th, either at 11:00 a,m. or at 3:00
p.ms I would, also,; appreclaté your letting me lmow vhether
you can come on the 16th 2nd at which time yon will come,

With greetings to Fathers Blane and Stephen, and with every
good wish for these Lenten days, I am

Devotedly yours,

Abbot
JE/ev
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SAINT BONIFACE CHURCH 52 0 RAMSEY HASTINGS MINN 55033

April 13, 1977

Dear Father Abbot,

Enclosed 1s'a letter firom Loyola asking for your
letter of recommendation. I guess 1 forgét to ask you for this be-
I 'went to Chicago and théy aré still insisting. Would you have the
time to write a brief letter of reference?

The trip to Europe wasd very fasi but very exciting.
I came down with a 1ight touch of pneumonia but while feeling rather
tired, am almost back to normal. The Holy "eek and Easter liturgles
were very well planned and ‘carried out. Many have said it was the
finest Holy Week they had dver attended. The crowded conditions of
the church were again put inds focvs.

Hoping your Easter was a bleesed one and that you
are well, I remain,

Obediently,

2. ferters”
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" SAINT BONIFACE CHURCH 520RAMSEY HASTINGS MINN 55033

June 2, 1977

Dear Father Abbot,

I intended to writs much socner but the flnal detalls
on my date at Rochester were flnallzed only this morning. | willl have to
depart for Rochester on Monday the 6 of June since my examlnation begins
early the next morning. They are not able 1o give me any clear plcture
of the tIme it will fake but feel that | most probabdy will be finished
on Friday - unless something is found that may need some af+en+lon. I will
give you a full report when I have finished there.

| was released from our hospital Friday May 21 and spent
t+he week end In Wyzata. 1 was feellng so well that | teturned to St Bonfface
the following Monday and have been doing a certain amount of work since
it is a very busy time with t+he last weeks of school.

| will not be able to attend the retreat since this Is
the time +hat | will be In Rochester. | wlll arrange for a retreat a I1ttle
later In the summer.

Obedtently,

ok, 5
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June &, 1977

Fathexr Robert Blumeyer, 0.S.B.
Churck of Saint Boniface

520 Bsmsey

Hastings, Minnesota 55033

Dear FAther Robert )

Thank you for youi‘ letter of the 2pd, winich arrived this morning.
I note that you will be leaving forRochester on the 6th, next
Monday, but I hope that this may still reach you before you leave.

This much I wrote Saturdasy morning, and then I was interrupted; now
it is Saturday svening, and though thils may go out with Sunday's
mail, I bhave more doutts if you will receive it Monday. But in

any case you will know that your lette reached me, and that I liope
thottthe stay in Rochester will be short and that they will not dis-
cover anytuilng sebdously wrong. I appreciate your assurance that
you will write mwe a full report after you leave Rochester.

vhilé Iregret that you will not be able to attend the retreat, 1

am happy that youhave the opportunity to have a check-up in Roches-
ter. I imow you will keep the retreat in your prayers; it sliould ke
a good opportunity for the community to look at its problems, and
hopefully come up with some good recommendations.

¥With every good wichaand the prayer that God bless you, I am

Devotedly yours,

Abbot

0SB BLUMEYER 00111




| SAINT BONIFACE CHURCH 520 RAMSEY HASTINGS MINN 55033

June 12, 1977

Dear Father Abbot,

I promised a report when I returned from my check
up at Rochester. I have delayed this somewhat because I was quite
exhausted and somewhat depressed with the experience, They really
do give one a thorough going over and I found this physically ex-
hausting. )

I I was most impressed with the doctor I had, who
is said to be one of the best in this area of medicine in the world.
He was very hard on me and put me on a very strict rest period to
extend for a period of six weeks from the date that he saw me.

I had héped that he would not find that I did have an attack but

he assured me that there was no doubt at all. The thing that dim-
turbed him, and me, was that there had been some deterioration in
the time that I left the hospital here and the check at Rochester.
He showed me the cardiogram and even I was able to see this, He

was very upset that I was almost back on a full schedule in the
parish. He indicated that is has been a mild attack but unless I
take it very seriously and adhere strictly to the prescribed rest
and diet and quit smoking I simply will have another and this could
be a very serious one. I can look forwaxd to normal life and activity
with this period a care. He has me frightened and I intend to do
exactly as he has told me. I am not to take maeses and while I

can concelebrata I can not do any preaching.

The thought of ipactivity is a very difficult omne
for me to face. I intend to spend some time at the abbey as soon as
I feel well enough to make this drive. I may spend some time at a
cottage of one of the parishoners - this ia quite near here. I also
spend a dot of time sleeping.

The doctor there is sending a full report to the
doctor here and to Dr Regan. He will gladly send you a report also
if you wish. He has a brother who 1s a Jesuit and understands rel-
glous orders well.

' Boping this finds you well, I remain,

Obediently,
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21 June 1977

The Reverend Robert Blumeyer, Q.S.B.
saint Bomiface Church

520 Ramsey .

Hastings, Mimesota 535033

Dear Father Robext:

I retutned omly yestexrday afternoon from the Gemeral Chapter end from
preaching at a Firet Mass In New York. I was happy to find your lettar
of June 12th on my desk, though I regret to learn that the check up was
exhausting and that tha doctor insists ¢om & reet period of six weeks.
I regrat this latter because I know you will find it difficult to be
idle for that long. However, I hope that you will follow the dactors
ingtructions most carefully since he gave you the assurapce that, if
you do 80, you will be able to return to a normal life thereafter,

You will be welcome to spend 3s much time at the Abbey as you wish.

I would only suggest that before you come you give either Pather
Fabian or myself a eall so that we can be sure & room will be ready
for you. -

If it 1s not too burdensome for the doctor, I would appreciate his
sending me 3 tepert. :

In the hape that you are taking Llife esapy, and with the prayer that
God blass you; T ap

Devosedly yours,

John Eidenschink, 0.8,8
Abbot

JE/ev
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-SAIi\IT BONIFACE CHURCH 520 RAMSEY HASTINGS MINN 56033

June 30, 1977

Dear Father Abbot,

Just a short note to Inform you that all Is going
well - both in my case and the parish. | have been able to remain In-
active rather well so far. | am getting just a !I1t+tle antsy but | have
managed to control this well. | am fol lowing the doctors orders sur-
prisingly wel! for me. | have contacted the doctor about a report to
you and he promises this soon but to date It has not come in from
Rochester. | guess they are Just a little slow In matters of this kind.

Hoping thls finds you wel! and asking your prayers,
| remain,

Obedlently,

58

OSB BLUMEYER_00114




$ July 1977

The Reverend Robetrt Blumeyzr, 0,8.B.
Ssivt Boniface Church

520 Ramsey

Hastings, Monesoka 55033

Daar Father Rohers:

Thank you fox your note of the 30th which arzived this morning, I
am happy to know that yoit have heen gble to remain inactive and that
all things are going wall both for the parish and for ypoyrself. I
appreciate your having contacted the doctor to ask him to send me &
report, I hope it will atrive soom.

T hope, too, that this hot and muggy weatheér ig not bard on you. All
here remain quite well gnd we are getting ready to welcome the Mix mew
movices an the 7th and for prefesalon on the 1lth,

With greetings for the Feast o yougelf and to Fathers Blane and Stephen;
£ am

Devotedly youxa,

OSB BLUMEYER_00115




1 Septembsr 1977

The Reverend Robert Blumeyer, O+S.B.
Saint Bonifaca Church

520 Ramseéy Street

Hastings, Minnesota 55033

Dear FPather Robert:

This morning T received a copy of the financisl statement of Saint
Boniface Parish which was prepared for the Archdiocese. I appreciate
your sending me a copy and I am plesged to note that things seem to
be going well,

This morning I also received & lettér from Dr. Tan with which he sent
me a copy of the letter you received from Dr. Fuster of the Mayo Clinic
dated August 24th and written after your recent visit to Rochester. I
note Dr, Fuster's judgment that you are doing well and that everything
gseems to be progressing micely. However, hie concluding paragraph in-
dicated that you have a tendency to overwork, he emphasized that, "be-
cause of his cardiac conditfon, I think he has to slow down in his
working conditions even 1f this means that He would have to transfer .
to another less demanding diocese.' Apparently Dr. Puster judges that
you have not slowed down as much as he had reccmmended when you first
saw him., Dr., Tanm, however, recommends that a change not be made and
he indiecsted that he has discues this with you, I have no intention
of changing your agsignment unless your conditlion deterlorates and the
doctor would recommend it, I hope, therefore, that you will follow
the doctor's advice and curtail your schedule, I know that both
Fathers Blana énd Steéphen are willing workers and I would hope that
they could carry the drunt of the work. My greetings to them.

The last Confrere indicated that I spent a few days in the new heslth
facllity; it is a very fine set up and the care glven was excellent. !
I réturned to work yesterday feeling much batter.

With every good wish, and a prayer that Ged bless you smd keep you in
good health, I am

Devatedly youtrs,

Abbot:
JE/ev
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Marel 18, 1978

Ffgther Robert Blumeyer. 0.5.B.
Church of St. Boniface

3520 Ramsey Street

Hastings, Minnescta 55033

Dear Fether Robert,

I had hoped to Te able to see you vesterday before you left, dut I

had a meeting with Father Pricr and Father Subprior from ten to twelve,
and after luneh I took a ngp sdnce Y had been uwp till after midnight on
Tharsday uight.

At the mecting with the Prier aud Shbprior I discussed with tuem the
sitmabion at St. Boniface rectory emd parish. It is no secret that
tensions have existed In the rectory, and there Is some indication that
these tensions have become known amnng some members of the parish, That,
of course, is the real danger. Tor if the parish becomes aware of the
tensions in the roctory, little goed in the way of spiritual guidance
for the parish can be accompiished because we know that example speaks so
much louder than words.

What is the solution to the problems that exist in the rectory? The
solution to bLe most desired, of courxrse, would be that a real understanding
would be worked out awong the three of you which would result in a real
working together for the welfare of the parish. Perhaps, given the dif-
ference in perscnalities that exists, that is too much to expect, though
really it should not be If we are conscious of our being one in Christ and
of our striving for one goal in our ministry. At least for the next two
and a lhalf months such an understanding can be reached among the three of
you, followed by a werking together for the welfare of the parish, fulfilling
the words of St. Bemnedict in Chapter 72: '"Fo one seeking what is useful for
himself but ratier what benefits amother.”

Perhaps, because of your health, it would be best ta plan to appoint you to

a smaller parish. T have given this serious thought, though I have not come

to a final decision nor have I thought of a specific parish to which you

might be zssigned. I would appreciate your giving this prayerful thought -|

also and your letting me know your reaction later. I hope to be able to come
dowa to St. Boniface some day after Easter to have a good talk with the three
of you; and then with each individually. I have not only thought about a change
for you but aleo for Fathers Blane and Stephen. I am writing each of them today,
and I will use for each the 2nd and third paragraphs above, because I think
there has been eomé fault on the part of each and resl understanding can only
comeaabout through the work of each.

In the hope that the work of Holy Week will not be too heavy, and with every
good wish for a blessed Easter, I am

Devotedly yours,

Abbot
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April 25, 1978

Father Abbot UJdlin Eldenschink. 0.S.B.
Collegeville, MN 56321

Dear Father Abbot:

Yesterday I had a long talk with Father Robert Blumeyer.
He asked me to relate some of the discussion to you as it
might give you a better understanding of his situation,

For gome time now, I have been very concerned as he has not
been a really effective person. tle is not the Father Robert
of five years ago or even two years ago. He does not meet
gsituations, solve problems, and really lead the parish., e
says his self-esteem is practically zero; he says he really
doesn't care any morel® When he is faced with critical
problems itseems his nerves and/or heart cause him Lo be
hospitalized, Part of this problem he lays to unfortunate
assignments and combinations of people working together.

If these are hurts, they are past and should be erased,

This man, who should be at the prime ofhls }life; needs help.
He needs some rather astructured program of self-analysis,
re-evaluation, and rebuilding of his spirit and priorities.
How and where, I don't know.

Ifrankly wonder why and how I am so involved in.an area in
which I have no expertise, I wonder 1f I really have a right
or ability to make Jjudgments about another person's 1life and
capabllitiees, Iguess Iam involved only because I really love
this mari. He is being wasted; wasting himself, Such a pity
when he really bas so many talents, so nuch to offer, and so
much charisma with people~-such a thorough involvement, apd
projection of the Mass, His homily messages are free flowing
and directive, attentively accepted by the parishoners.

He seems willing to cooperate on rebuilding--maybe you can
help him get back on track.

With hast reerards.

Copy: Fr., Robert
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28 .Iﬂ.pril 1978

Dear

Theak you for your letter of April 25th, written after you had a
lonz talk with Father Robert Blumeyer. I uppreciaete both his
request that you write me and your taking the time to do so, I

am grateful also for your concern for Father Robert and the parish.

I had a zo00d talk with %ather Tobert when he visited the Abbey on
the afternoon of Spril 26th, ¥o spoke of his need for help and we
will be makins arrangements Zor him to obtain that help. I would
ask you to continue te rsmather Gim im your prayers and aleo to
continue t2 zive him che cepoeds of your friendship.

With every gooduwlsh, and e pwaysr that %od blese you and youzs,

I am -

Bincerely yours,

John Tidenschink, 0.S.E.
Abbot

J2/ev
cc?: The Reverend Robert Blumeyer, 0.S.B.
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May 1, 1978

ABbott Johm
St, John's Abbey
Collegeville, MN 56321

Dear Father:

An exciting eveat took place in St. Boniface Parieh durimg the month
of April. A grass roots movement grew and culminated in a Celebration of
Appreciation for our three priests: Fathers Robert, Stephen and Blane.
This celebration was & fine exhibition of the growth of parish dynamica
and community spirit which has occurred here over the last two years.

We, the undersigned, feel we can epesk for a vast msjority of parish-
ioners when we say that our church community has been vitalized by the
presence of our priests—-espacially in the last two years. We have grown
a great deal in our liturgical expression because of their understanding
and innovations.

However, we feel that our growth has only begun, and the continued
active role of thase men is vital to further growth and understanding,
realizing at the same time that Father Robert's health is an inhibiting
factor,

This team has had a positive influence on the parish by greeater
participation in end attendance at all functions involving parishionexs
young and old.

We take thia opportunity to make a positive statement concerning
our priests. At the pame time, we wish to thank you for your cooperation
in sending the extra help on April 30th, making our special celebration
possible.

With Concern We Are,
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4 May 1978

Deatr

I ath grateful to you and to secretary and chairvuan
respectively of the Saint Boniface Liturgy Committes, for your
letter of May lst.

Though I know that Pachers Robert, Blame and Stephen have done
good work at Seint Boniface Church, it 1s always good to hear
this from others. I am happy also that a grass roots movement
grey and culminated in & Celebration of Appreciation for the
thres priests mentioned above. I &am sure you will contfnue to
keep them in your prayers.

With svery good wish, and a praysr thac.God blese you, I am

Sincsraly youra,

Joha Fidendchink, O.8.B.
Abbot

JEfev
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18 May 1978

™a Revorend Rebert 3lumeyer, 0.5.8.
Saint Boniface Chuych

520 Bamsey Strest

dmgtings, Minnesota 55033

Dear ¥Yather Robert:

Just a brief letter o lét vou know zhat Z heve Informed Fothex
‘mivew that vou will sucecead him ad 2vwsa, I eam kspny to let
you know aleo that I “ave msetioned thla to Bishop Spelte and
he will, at the »raper tlac, ;ladly anwzava the sspolnirent.
A

Tav may, theweltvig ool

lent “ne ¢

c dgeuss 02k T ; e I
weeld be happy 25 she clwnzn : zd@ warer 3oon after
22T gOmMUMALY THLYEal,

TLER cwory Tonwl it aad o preyer s e Floss ey, oo

Devotedly yours,

Abbot

fav
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26 May 1978

The Mont Reverend Joba R, Roach
Archiiocese of Saint Paul and Mimnespolis
226 Summit Avenue

Baint Paul, Minnegote 35102

Dear Archbishop Rosch:

After many mestings of our Merscunal Scaff and other comsultations, I
wish to proposs the following changes amomg our men eervimg ia parishes
ia rhe Archdiocese

1) I wish to remove Pathers Robart Blussyer, 0.8.3., and Blans Waenie,
0.3,8., from Saint Boniface parish im Hestimge. To replace them I
present for the cenomicsl appoimtment as pestor Father Florian

Mugsit, 0.3.B. Yather Yloriaa was borm lu 1925, professed iw 19435 and

ordained im 1951, Hs sarved as Procurator of the commumnity wumtil 1972,

In that yeax he was appointed pastor of Saimt Msry's parish, Stillwater,

vherve, accordiag to all veports, be bas done very wll., I have no

hesitation ia recosmending his appointment as pestor of Saint Boniface

tn Wsstinge effactive Jume 15th. He amd Father Stepbem Besuclair, 0.8.B.,

Juidge that thay can adequately cars for the oseds of the parish,

2) 7o replace Father Floriam at Stillwatex, I wish to pressnt Pather
Thomae Gillespie, 0,8.H, Father Thomas was borm in 1937, professed
in 1958 and ordained im 1966, After his ordimatiom he taught and

also served as Dean of Diseiplime at the Collegio Sam Aatomio Abad, our

utsniom im Puerto Rico. Afrer his retura to the Szates he served two
yaars aa assiotant at Saint Bonifsce im Cold Opriamg, and for the lmst
two years at Saint Bermard's im Seint Paul, He bas done good work and

I beliave chac he is ready for am appigmment es pastor. I do recommend

him for this appointment effective Jume 15th,

3) I wish to withdraw Pather Comas Dahlheimer from Saint Barnard's im’
Saint hﬂlo

4) To replace Yather Cosmas and Father Thomss I wish to prasent Father
Dunstan Moorse, 0.8.B,, ap assoolate paptor at Saint Barmard’s,
effective June 15th, Yather Dumstan was borm in 1950, profesesed in

1974 end ordained 13 May 1978, As a Beacon he intemed at Saint Bartholo-

mew in Waymataj the reporta of his work wara fully sstisfastory. I

recommend him for the grunt of the faculties of the Archdiocase.
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The Most Raversnd John R. Roach
26 Wy 1978
Page Two

Although Saint Bernaxrd's will now have three priests instasd of four,

the pastor judges that the work of the parich can be adequstely carried

on wapecially since we plan to send a Deacom for his intemship the
coming firet semoster. The Deacon, Brother Goxden Gandy, 0.8.B., vho was
borm in 1956, and professad im 1975, will ba ordsined to the Diaconate on
J‘fll:h 12th this year. I have consulted the pastor and he will welcome both
(-] afa mam,

5) Because of his advanced age I think it best to withdraw Father Pinmin
Wande, 0.8.B., from Baint Bomifaca parish im Minnsapolis vhere he has
been saxving as assistant these past few yesrs. Ha will resch 80 on

Juns 1lth. The pastor will be abla to carry om the work there aloms.

Teusting that you will find these changes acceptsble, and with every good

wish, I am

Sincarely yours in Christ,

John Eidemschink, O,8.3,
Abbot

JE/av
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19 Juna 1979

Desr Yather Robazt:

\ .
“hank you for the check of $500 which you sent yesterday sa surplus ineome, '

In the name of the commmity I am gruteful.

From various reports I hear that everything 1s gofug well at Saiat Benedict's
parish and that your work 1s such appreciated, I am happy to hear this, It

wap good to see you at the confersences during the retreat; my only regret 1a

that I did not have am opportunity to speak with you about the good werk you

ste doing -- my schedule vas full.

Viith every good wish, and a prayer thst God continué to bless you and your
work, I am 3

Devvotedly yours,
Abbot

JE/ev

The Reverend Robert Blumeyer, 0.S.B.
Saint Benedict's Church ’
Avon, Minnesota 56310
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1)

2)

3

4)

5)

6)

7)

41280

My name: Robert Blumeyer

ADDRESSES OF MY CLOSEST RELATIVES:

Name:

Address:

City & State:

"Telephone Number:

Name:

Address:

City & State:

Telephone Numbeir:

Name:

Address:

City & Stata:

Telephone Numbar:

Name :

Address:

City & State:

Telephone Number:

Name:

Address:

City & State:

Telephone Number:

Name:

Address:

City &.State:

Telephone Number:

Name:

Addresgs:

City & States:

Telephone Number:

Zip Code:

Zip Code:

Zip Code:

Zip Code:

Zip Code:

Zip Code:

Zip Code:
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ST. CLOUD INTERNISTS, LTD.

DIPLOMATES AMERICAN BOARD OF INTERNAL MEDICINE

48 - 29TH AVENUE NORTH

AR, RORAN, M. ST. CLOUD, MINNESOTA 56901

HAROLD E. WINDSCHITL, M.D. {412) 252-5131

W. LELAND LINDGUIST, M.D.

HANS H, ENGMAN, M.D. ADMINISTRATION:

DAVID L. HANSON, M.D. mi% z sscgssv;/::sm
! M.D. :

ol at D September 30, 1981

GERARD L, BOBELDYK, M.D.

Abbott Jerome Theisen
S5t. John's Abbey
Collegeville, Minnesota 56321

Re: Father Robert Blumeyer
St. Benedict's Church
Avon, Minnesota 56310

Dear Abbott Thedsen:

Father Robert Blumeyer was admitted to the St. Cloud Hospital on September 5, 1981
and discharped on September 18 showing evidence of em acute myocardial infarction
(heart attack). He had been first geen in the Albany Hogpital with sérious cardiac
arrhythmia and fortunately he responded to théir resuscitation efforts and to
medications adminigtered after he arrived in St, Cloud,

He actually did extremely well during the hospitalization but will remain on several
medicines until we have further evalusted him in our offfce. He 1s probably able to
walk and climb stairs, drive a car, and gradually assume most of his previous activity.
A rule of thumb prediction would be that he would be doing most activity he was
previously capable of, by the end of six weeks.

I would think.it veasonable to slightly limit his responsibilities in that time peried,
but by the same token would expeet he would be functioning very well at the ead of that
time period. Our major instruction to him was that he discontinue smoking and attempt

a moderate weight reduction.

I hope this information is what you needed, and if there are further questions, please
feel free to call or ask for more data. I will expect to see Father Blumeyer periodically
in the weeks to come for further evaluation.

Sincerely,

GLB:slh
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VILLAGE OF AVON
AVON, MsnEsOTA = S6310

JANUARY 17,1983

TO WHOM THIS MAY CONCERN:

DONALD FOREST BLIMEYER, BORN JUNE 11,1922, GEDESS,SOUTH DOKOTA-U.S.A
IS A REGISTERED VOTER IN THE CITY OF AVON,MINNESOTA 56310

THIS CERTIFICATION IS CORRECT AND TRUE ,CERTIFIED BY THE CITY CLERK
OF THE CITY OF AVQN, THIS THE 17th, DAY OF JANUARY, 1983.

CITY OF AVON
CITY CLERK

CITY CLERK
(SEAL)
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FATHER ROBERT BLUMEYER

BORN: Boyden, Iowa 6-11-1922
PROFESSED: July 11, 1950
ORDAINED: HMay 19, 1956
DIED: October 5, 1983 age 61

Before coming to Saint John's, Donald Blumeyer worked in retail grocery for five
years. He came to Saint John's in 1947 and entered the novitiate in 1949,
After ordination, Father Robert was assigned the assistant at the parish of Saint
Boniface in Hastings For nine years. His next assignment was to the parish of
Saint Augustine in St. Cloud for three years.

In 1968, Father Robert became the assistant at Saint Bencdict Parish in the
Bronx, New York for one year. Following his New York assignment, he was named
assistant at Saint Bartholomew Parish in Wayzata for three years and then pastor
for a year and a half. 1In 1973, Father Robert was appointed pastor at Saint
Boniface Parish in Basting until 1978. He then became pastor of Saint Benedict
Parish in Avon until 1982. His last assigument was to the parish of Saint
Catherine in Farming.

Father Robert was an accomplished pianist and loved music. It was this interest

that prompted him to promote congregational singing in the parishes he served.

For a number of years, Father Robert suffered from the effects of heart disease

and spent a comnsiderable amount of time in and out of the Saint Cloud Hospital.
He died while pastor in Farming at the Saint Cloud Hospital.

MAY HE REST IN PEACE
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PATHER ROBERT DONALD BLUMEYER, 0.S,B.,

died at the Saint Cloud Hospital on Wednesdsy, October 5, 1983,
Father was born i{n Boyden, Iowa, on June 11, 1922, He made
profession of wootstic vows on July 11, 1950, and was ordained
to the Romen Cetholic priesthood on May 19, 1956, He earned a
BA from Saint John's University in 1952 and he took his theology
in Saint John's Seminary from 1952-56.

Father Robert spent 27 years in pastoral ministry. He served in
the following parishea:

Saint Boniface Church (Hastings, MN,): 1956-65 and 1973-78;

Saint Augustine Church (8t. Cloud, MN,): 1965-68;

Saint Benedict's Church (Bronmx, N.Y.): 1968-69;

Saint Bartholomew's Church (Weyzata, MN,): 1969-73;

Baint Benedict's Church (Avon, MN.): 1978-82;

Saint Catherine's Church (Farming, MN,): 1982-83,

Wake service will be at 7:00 p,m, on Thuraday, October 6, at Saint
John'e Abbey Church, The fumeral will be at 3:30 p.m. on Friday,
October 7, at Saint John's Abbey Church with burial in the abbey
cemetexy.

b
Father Robert ia survived by two brothers:
and
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" . 31 October 1983

Dear

Thank you for your recent letter and for yout kind words about
Pather Robert Blumeyer. It is certainly true that he died toc
young. He was able to work only pert time durfng the last yesr
or so because of his failing heart. But you expressed it very
well when you said that he was & beloved pastor in Hastinge.

The people whom he minietered to in other places s8id the same
about him., Thank you for yanr promise %c ysmember him im prayer.

Yes, Father Demetrius Jagmann §s atill livinz, He e now re-
giding In our health center but he 12 in poad nhysical health.

His memory 1is very short but he is alweys very nslessant and
gracious, “ '

You prabably know that Father Orhmar Hoamann died iIn 1937,

Thenk you énce agein for rezembering Tother Iobert! It is good
to hesr from those whom he touched duviag his 1life of wialstry.

Blessinge and seace in the Lord!
Sincerely youre,

Abbot Jerome Theisen, 0.3.B,

ITfev .
Enclosires
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St eova Jiiss

2N

Deaths

Blumeyer 772/¢/§ 2

COLLEGEVILLE — The Rev. Ro-
bert D. Blumeyer, 61, died Wednesdoy
&t St. Cloud Hospital,

Funeral services will be at 3:30 p.m,
Friday at St. John's Abboy Church.
Burial will ba in the abbey
tamatery.

A wake service will be at 7 tenight
at St. John'n Abbey Church.

Fr. Blumeyer was born June 11,
1922, in Boyden, lowa, entered S,
John's Abbey July 11, 1950, and was
ordained May 18, 1956, He spant 27
years in pastoral ministry at St, Bonf-
face Parigh, Hostings; St. Augustine
Parish, 8t. Cloud; St. Banedicl Porlsh,
Dronx, N.Y.; St. Dartholomew Parleh,
Wayzata; St. Benodict Parish, Avon;
ohd St. Catherine Parleh, Fardiing.

Survivors include brothers, John,

' 'E!"né.' %Uern. Shgjdon, lows.
ad —

.‘f

-

[

Benedictine Father Blumeyer
dies at St. Cloud hospital

Benedictine Pather Robert D,
Blumeyer, 61, who served al iwo
archdiocesan parishes, died Oct.
$ at the St
Cloud Hospi-
tal, St. Cloud,

MN.

Father Blu-
Bl meyer served

{ at St. Boni-
face parish,
Hastings,
frorn 1956-65
and  again
from 1973-78.
He was at St.
Bartholomew parish, Wayzata,
from 1969-73.

He was born in Boyden, 1A, on

June 1), 1922, He received a
buchelor of arts degree from St.
John's University, Collegevillc, in
1952 and studied theology atv St.
John's Seminary. Father Blu.
meyer made his profession of
monsstic vows as a Benedictine
on July 11, 1950, and was ordain-
ed to the priesthood on May 19,
1956.

His other assignments inglud-
ed St Augustine parish, St.
Cloud; St. Beaedict parish,
Bronx, NY; St. Benedict parish,
Avon, MN, and St. Catherine
parish, Farming, MN.

The funeral was held Oct. 7 at
St. John's Abbey church with
burial in the abbey cemétery.

i T o

1s_named, pastor of

tfer, 0SB,
St. Catherine,

rch, Farming, effective July 1.
f:'i"m ‘Béen pastor of §t. Benedicl

."ChurcH;, Avon; “for "thepadl "four.
; LS AT . ™ b
Y patheté Blumeyer. was born In
Boyden,. lowa,, He. dtjended
clemenlhfy and secondory schoold
In his home area and Lhen con-

“ (inued™ his edocatlon at St, John
+ Univetally. He mnado fingl profes
+ gitm to the Benedietine Order July:
11, 1958 and was drdained May 18,

-mgalnu yihat tlme, Father,
Blymoyer has had the following
* oppolntivents: Si. Bonlfoce
Chutch, Hastings (1856-1965); Sl:
Augustine Chureh, St. Cldud (1965
1068); 9\ Benedlcl Church, Bronx,
N.Y. (1988:1909); St. Bartholomew
Church, Wayzala (1969-1073); St
Bonlface Church, Haslings (1973

1678) dnd the Aveh Pnr;&— 1976
i el
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ON WEDNESDAY, 10:40 A.M., OCTOBER S5, 1983
Father Robert Donald Blumeyer, O.5.B.

BOAN )N BOYDAN, IOWA, JUNE IX, 1923;
FPROFESSED SULY. 11, 1950; ORDAINED MAY 19, 1956
DIED PEACEFULLY [N THE LORD,

Fother Robert entered bur community in 1949. He was ardeined 10 the priesthood in
1956, the centenary year of our early monks' arrlval in Minnesotn, Shortly thereafier he
was nssigned to the parochial ministry, o work that he did not exactly anticijate but
which he fell in love with and continued to follow for the next twenty-seven years. He
scrved os 8n associnte or pastor In vur parish in Hastings for fourteen years and for
bricfos periods in Saimt Cloud, Wayzota, Avon and I'arming in Minnesola, and in the
Bronx in New York, He particularly gained the respect and love of youth und teenagers.
He zenlously prepared classes for first Holy Communion and Confirmation nnd
preserved the group photographs ns ¢lierished remembrances, He was ever filled with
enthusiusm for parish life, and the pzople to whom lie ministered fonnd him cheerful
and pleasant. He loved music and was a gifled pisnist. He used this expertise in pro.
moting congrepational singing in the parishes where he minlstered. Alflicted with a
serious heart allinent In recent yeurs, he bore his cross with courage nnd putienee until
Iiis final moment. He was nlert und ready lor the coming of the Lord. He regasded
Christinn lifc us an cxodus, o pilgeimnge, u traveling along the road that invelves work
and alertness. We thank God for Father Robert’s life and service among us. We are en.
couroged by his alertness 1o the Lord and we belleve that he together with all the dead
are still “in the Lord". They have not passed beyond the care of Christ but rest in His

peace,

FOR THE REPOSK OF HIS SOUL WE ASK LACI NOVICE AND PROTESSED MONK OF OUR ADBEY T0
OPFER TWO MASSES IN THE MANNER ALLOWED DY {US PARTICIPATION IN THE PRIESTILOGD OF
CHAIST. IN OTIEK HOUSES OF OUR FEDERATION OUR CONFRERE IS RECOMMENDED TO THE
USUAL PRAYERS AND MASSES YOR DEPAUTED MONKS. THE CONCELEDRATED MASS OF THE
RESUHRKCTION WAS OFFERED ON FRIDAY, OCTODRR 7, 1983, AT 3:30 P.M., IN THE ABHEY
CHURGH, FOLLOWED BY BURIAL IN¥ THE ABIEY CEMGTLRY,

9%& p T‘&;«;auv,aiﬁ.

ST. JOHN'S ABBEY
COLLEUBRVILLE, MINNESOTA
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FUNERAL MASS FOR FATHER ROBERT BLUMEYER Lam 3:17-26 1 Th 4:13-18 Lk 12:35-40

Father Robert expected the coming of the Lord, He was alert and ready, Alertness,
readiness, and energy characterized his whole life ~-- from early days in the monastery,
which I recall, to hls' finsl months and days in the monestery, whi.ch/w. all recall very
clearly. We 8lao racall his love for music, his talent I{n playing the plano, snd his
concern for choral music wherever he lived gnd worked,

Father Robert was ordained to the priesthood in 1956) the centenary year of our
early monks' arrival in IMinneuotn. Shortly thereafter he was assigned to the parochial
ministry, @ work that he did :iwt exéctly anticipate but which he fell in love with and
continued to follow for the next 27 yeara, He waes Filled with enthusiasm for parish
1life, and people to whom he mimistered found him cheerful and plessant, a joy to be with,
His fivet assignment wis Seint Boniface Church in Hestinga; he was there as an assistant
pastor for nint years and later came back as pastor, He also served im Saint Augustine
Church iun Saint Cloud, Saint Bemedict's Church in the Bronx, New York, Saiat Bartholomew's

Church in Wayzata, Saint Bemedict's Church in Avon, and Seint Catherine's Church in Farming.

The gospel resding challenges us to be alert and to expect the vreturn of the Lord.

0SB BLUMEYER_00138



»

r;lneru. mli for Fa:her‘nnbert. Blumeyer -- page two

Alertmess and expectation characterize our life as Chrietians, We are advised to be wide-
awake and to listen for the returm of the mester, Jeaus Christ, The gospel comperes his
return to an arrival of a thief in the night, It is strange that the Son of Man is com-

pared to & robber, a burgler! The point of the mesaage, of course, is that the arrival

will i;o sudden and that no one knows the time. .

The time of the arrival of Christ is uncertain but not the coming itself, He will
come even 1f thezﬁ&s a deiay. The eur"ly Christians were worried about the delay for
they expected an immediate :ctx;rn of Christ. They wondered what would happen to the

dead who were no longer around to be alext to Christ's approach, Saint Paul tells them

and us that there i@ no cause for worry, Both the living and the deed will be able to
greet the Loxd, One group has no advantage over the other.
Daath does anot mean that one is outside the realm of Christ's care. Both the
living and the dead are within his cace and concermn. The living wait in hope, and
wh.i.le they wait they work, Idle waiting does not mark the true Christian spirit, It
i'la waiting and work coupled witir hope and alertness, The gospel speaks of belt fastening,

a4
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Puﬂenl Mags for rlnt.!'\er Robert ‘Bl;nufe; - pnge three
an action that reminds ua of the exodus, The Christian life is an exodus, & pilgrimage,
a traveling along the road that involves work and alertness. '

Each day we greet the new light on the road, Our expectation of meeting the Lord
4n new every morhning. But our expectation 13 also confirmed by a recollection, &
remembrance of the resurrection of Jesus, bis presence with us in liveliness and power,
and the stesdfast love that God menifested to Tsrael and to the followers of Jesus.

Today, as we thank God for Father Robert's 1ife and work Emong us, we are
encouzraged by his alertness to the Loxd and we believe that he togethexr with all the
dead are otill "in the Lord"; they have not passed beyond the care of Christ but rest

in his peace,
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Bom [n Boyden, Jowa
June 11, 1922
Professnd July 11, 1930
Qrdained May 19, 1956
Died October 5, 1963

1 know that my Redeemer Hives,

In my body I shall Jook on God,

my Savior,

1 mysell shall see him,

my own ¢yes will gaze on him,
This is the hope I charish

in my beart,

St. John'’s Abbey
Collegevillo, Minnesota
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7-30-97

F’m writing this letter not knowing the outcorne, I am uncertain and afraid. Like ]
have been for so many years. 1had an alcoholic father. And ) think when 1 first met
Father Roberts, (1 think) that | have found a father figure. He would listen to my
problems and try to help. [trusted him. He wauld take me out to eat and around town to
meet other people, One night he 1old me to a friend, to the radio station. And they put us
on the air for a call on a lalk show. It was for parents to call in and ask what they should
do with their kids, to see if they had drug problems or just how to relate to them. He
promised to assign them to relax, That’s what 1 found unother side to Father Roberts. He
just put his hand on my time and just said relax. Not much happened that night, 1 think,
because there were two of us.

I was into pot and LSD al this time in my lite and ¥ owed the drug dealer some
money. So Ttumed to Father Roberts for help. (I remember) That day (when) [ went 1o
see him and told him my problems. He asked if he could take some pictures of me. He
showed me some piclures of naked boys. And (he) asked if ] would pose nude. So | took
oif my clothes and he took some pictures. When he was done he told me to get dressed.
And he gave me the money I needed.

1 thought 1 was a normal kid at that point in my life. | was fourteen years old. |
likcd pirls. (1) Was doing OK in school, Sure, I had an alcoholic father and a mother that
had 10 work a lot to suppon six kids. So we were on our own a lol. The next lime 1 saw
Fathcr Roberts | needed inoncy sgain. So he asked me lo get undressed again. And | did.
But he wanted to do more than take pictures. He started touching me on my private parts.
And he did things to me that I knew were wrong, But | trusted him not to burt me, Aad |
wanted the money. From that point on by knew what he wanted and | knew what 1 had to
do to get money from him. T started doing a lot of drugs and alcohol then, 1t made it
easicr for me if | was high, My grades dropped off. So | quit school that fifteen and ran
away and hiichhiked to California.

When | was on the road and needed money. I called Father Roberts and he wired
me some. | came back home atter four months. I tried to go back 10 school. But by then |
had no self csteem, By then I think I was already an alcoholic, So 1 quit school again and
my mom told me { can live there. But I had to support myself if ] wasn’t going (o go to
school. So I starled selling drugs. But | was using a lot, And that always seemed (0 owe
the drug dealer. So back to Father Roberts ] went. So [ would let him performn whatever
acts on me that he wanted. That’s when he took me lo anather priest in Saint Louis Park.
And asked if I wonld be willing to pose nude for some pictures for him. So I did. Now I
knew how to make money. 1 starited seeking out alder gay men. To make money. Places
to stay. And there was always a free alcohol,

I met a girl by then and was seventeen. 1 tricd to have a relationship with this girl.
1t lasted for a while. But the whole time 1 was seeking out men to take care of my needs.
For rent, alcohol, drugs, and spending money. 1 Felt so ashamied and guilty that | ended
the relationship. And went inta my first trestment center in 1979. By then the twon of

0SB BLUMEYER_ 00150



Wayzata either kicked him out of town or he just left. And when to Hastings. And when [
needed money I knew where to go still. Then he left Hastings and went to Avon, MN.
And I followed him up there is as well. That’s when I robbed a safe in the parish and he
told me that was it. He said he’d call the police if [ showed up. So I joined the army also
in 1979. But then [ was a full blown alcoholic. The army only lasted for one and a half
months.

When [ got out of the army [ started roaming the streets of Minnesapolis, doing a
lot of drugs and drinking every day. So [ started to hit Loring Park where I knew about
selling my body to take care of my needs. I could never hold down a job. I tried. But my
drug and alcohol problem had its hook in me, So in 1985 I went to Anoka State Hospital
to go straight. I really wanted to quit running from myself and to stop using, When I got
out of treatment I was sober for the first time in twenty years, This was in 1985. 1 stayed
sober for one year. But while I was sober I joined Minneapolis Men. It was an Out Call
service. Now I was a professional hooker. So I started using again. Just to cope. Just to
try to hide my guilt. I didn’t know how ta live. I still dated girls. But it would never last. 1
was 50 ashamed to tell anyone.

In 1987 1 got a D.W.I. and went to wotk release program in jail. So when I got a
check I took off to Texas, hoping for a new beginning. After three months there I met a
nice girl and started dating, I had a job and everything seemed OK., I was still using. And
they got drunk and when I woke up I was in bed with a man. Then [ realized I was
addicted to more than drugs and alcohol. I was addicted to sex. I stayed with this gir] for
seven years. But the whole time I would seck out some satisfaction from men. Using
them. By now I felt dead inside. I hated myself. I couldn’t control anything. And never
have pitched since the days with Father Roberts until March of 1997, 1 cursed God. 1
hated him. I couldn’t trust in God for the Church.

Then [ walked out in front of a car in March. And something happened. I believe
it was divine intervention. I'm still in the cast and I'll more than likely have to have more
surgery. But [ am sober today. And I pray every morning to give me strength and I pray
every night. And thank him for keeping me sober today. I'm going to AA twice a week
and seeing a counselor once a week or s0. 1 have a lot of deep seated problems, But I
(am) sober and trying. I’ve blamed Father Roberts for a long time. And it’s time to let it
go. I feel grateful that my life was spared. And I'm getting another chance, So I have my
health, my sobriety, and a willingness to believe in God, and that things will get better.
With AA and my doctors and God I finally think I have a chance at a normal productive
life. It’s going to be a long hard road. The old me would ask for some financia! aid. But if
you would just keep me in your prayers. That is all [ ask.

To my New Beginning
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ARCHDIOCESE OF SAINT PAUL AND MINNEAPOLIS

226 Summit Avenue
Saint Paul, Minnesota 55102-2197
The Chancery Phone:612-291-4400  Fax: 612-290-1629

STRICTLY CONFIDENTIA

August (8, 1997
FANT Revem Blvmye—

Rt. Reverend Timothy Kelly, OSB, Abbot . Lot Tiendy
St. John's Abbey . Rbbe

P. 0. Box 2015

Collegeville, Minnesota 56321-2015

Dear Father Abbot,

[ am enclosing a copy of a letter which, although dated July 30, we have just received at the
Chancery. There is no return address and no last name, so I cannot contact the person who
wrote.

The author of the letter claims to have been abused and exploited over a number of years by a
“Father Roberts”. I looked through our records and could find no one of that name in the time
E}gn‘od described. 1did, however, come across the name of Father Robert Blumeyer. He was in

ayzata in the very carly part of the 1970s and then moved successively to Hastings and Avon.
This is the same set of assignments thal the attached letter indicates.

I wanted you to be alerted to this story. I do not know if Father Blumeyer is still associated with
the Abbey or not. Furthermore, the author of the letter asks to be remembered in prayer, and I
want to ask your assistance in that regard. Finalir, although he currently indicates no desire for
any further, my guess is that we will be contacted again. I wanted you to be apprised of this.

Please let me know if there is anything that you would like me to do in regard to this situation,
1 wish you blessings in your service to the Church.

Sinceﬁly)')ursiwfhris:- \ 7
/ 4

ceveren in
Vicar General )
Moderator of the Curia

KMM:md

C

Encl.

cc:  Archbishop Flynn
Bill Fallon
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———— e —

Reverend Kevin M. McDonough

Vicar General . ~.
Moderator of the Curia Flo: fpe ot mu‘i‘lr)
226 Summit Avenue . )

Saint Paul, MN 55102-2197 , Revad ﬂlhﬁau\

Dear Father Kevin:

I received your letter dated August 18, 1997, with the copy of the
anonymous letter sent to the archdiocese. This is one of thosge
letters that one hates to receive but can also be grateful for
knowing ‘that someone who has apparently been deeply wounded is
finally finding some healing.

If the Father "Roberts! he refers to is Father Robert Blumeyer I
want to inform you that he died on October 5, 1983. During most of
the yeare of his ministry in parighes I was stationed away from the
abbey and had no knowledge then or now of these kinds of happenings
taking place,

If the writer should once again contact you or the archdiocese I
would be grateful if you would inform me. I would very much like
to be part of any healing that he needs as a result of alleged
misconduct of one of our monks.

According to cur recorda, Father Robert was at St Bartholomew’s
Church in Wayzata from 1969-1973, three years as assistant and one
and one half years as pastor. He went to St Boniface Church in
Hastings in 1973 until 1978 as pastor. He then was moved to St
Benedict’s Churxch in Aven from 1978-1982.

I would appreciate being kept informed of further developments.
Thanks so much for your help.

Sincerely etc.
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October 31, 2005 }3’ ‘,4,:{_!}
Abbot John Klassen, 0SB 1 190768
Salnt John'a Abbey L a2
Collegeville, MN 56321-2015 - 24 5 51¢
Dear Father Abbot,
1 met on Priday, October 28, with 1 bellove that you have already

recelved a phone owll from Phyllls Willerscheldt about him, Nonetholass, I am writing to
provide some more information and to ask your holp and guidance in dealing with him,

:i8 50 yoars oid Ho told me that he had been abused by Father Robeart, a
monk of Salnt John's Abboy, while Father Robert was assoointe pastor at Saint
Barfhiolomew In- Wayzqta, This Initial sexual abuse, which took plsos when was

abouk eventually evolved Into a mutually exploltive adult ssxual
relatlonzhip betweén the two of them that contlnued untll 1979,
Tho allegation by Included & mory that 1 have heard or read about from

other placas, but never encountered In the Twin Citles. Ho indicated that Father Robert
got i lavolved sexually first by showing him a collection of photographa n Father
Robext's possession. The photographs were of naked bays and young men.

told me that evantually Father Robert lnvited  to permlt other prlests, whose
names or assignments he did not know, also to photograph bim, Eventually, there was
also genltal sexual contaot Involved in relatlonship with Father Robert and
perhapa with the other, unnamed priests as woll.

told mo that the relationship continued after Pather Robert left Wayzats
and movad to Hastings. Ho also saw Father Robort when ho was in Avon. In faot,
told mo that he robbed the safe at Avon as a way 10 break the relationshlp, knowling that
Fathor Robert would not denounce him to the polics but also hoplng that Father Robert
would distance himself, He olalms that this is what i faot rosulted,

Ttold that ] had never heard this of this particular priest or of there being a
ring of priest Involved in photographing and perhaps abusing teenagers. [ told him that,
since Father Robert was a priest of Salnt John's, ] would hava to bo In contact with you,

1 have suthorized the Aschdiocess t pay counseling costs for Hels
forwarding some of those to us this week.

226 SummiT AvENUR ST, PAUL, MINNESOTA 55102:2197 = Thu (6$1) 2914400 » Pax: (631) 290.1629
I-MAILt archeom@acchopm.org
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Abbot Jokn Klassen, OSB
October 31, 2003
Pags two

told me that had spent a good part of his Ufe using sex to con other people.
It is not absolutely cerlain to me that his allegation is true, It certainly is explosive, and it
surprises me that wo would never have heard about this before. Nonctheless, I want to
taks him very seriously agd to offer him counseling support.

Fether Abbot, I would like a chance to review this with you at your convenlonce, I would
Itke to dissuss with you what the naxt steps might be both {n offering pastoral support to
aud o {nvestigating the veracity of his allegation.

1 am sofry to have to bring this kind of matiar to you, Neverthaless, I am grateful for the
opportunity to work with you agein, and wish you well in your service to the Church,

Sinoerely yours In Ch

Reverend Kevin M, Mo
Vioar General and Modarator of the

cc; Archblshop Flynn
Mr. Andrew Elsenzimmer
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‘Jesus Christ is the same yesierday, today and forever.” ve, 138

Archdiocese of
Saint Paul and Minneapolis

October 31, 2005

Abbot John Klassen, OSB
Saint John's Abbey
Collegeville, MN 56321-2015

Dear Father Abbot,

I met on Friday, October 28, with I believe that you have already
received a phone call from about him, Nonetheless, I am writing to
provide some more information and to ask your help and guidance in dealing with him.

is 50 years old. He told me that he had been abused by Father Roberi, a
monk of Saint John’s Abbey, while Father Robert was associate pastor at Saint
Bartholomew in Wayzata. This initial sexual abuse, which took place when was
about twelve or thirteen, eventually evolved into a mutvally exploitive adult sexual
relationship between the two of them that continued until 1979,

The allegation by included a story that I have heard or read about from
other places, but never encountered in the Twin Cities. He indicated that Father Robert
got involved sexually first by showing him a collection of photographs in Father
Robert's possession. The photographs were of naked boys and young men.

told me that eventually Father Robent invited to permit other priests, whose
names or assignments he did not know, also to photograph him. Eventually, there was
also genital sexual contact involved in relationship with Father Robert and
perhaps with the other, unnamed priests as well.

told me thal the relationship continued after Father Robert left Wayzata
and moved to Hastings. He also saw Father Robert when he was in Avon. In fact,
told me that he robbed the safe at Avon as a way 1o break the relationship, knowing that
Father Robert would not denounce him to the police but also hoping that Father Robert
would distance himself. He claims that this is what in fact resulted.

I told that I had never heard this of this particular pricst or of there being a
ring of priest involved in photographing and perhaps abusing tcenagers. I told him that,
since Father Robert was a pricst of Saint John's, I would have to be in contact with you.

['have anthorized the Archdiocese to pay counseling costs for Heis
forwarding some of those to us this week.

226 SUMMIT AVENUE » ST. PAUL, MINNESOTA 55102-2197 « TEL: (651) 291-4400 » Fax: (651) 290-1629
E-MAIL: archcom@archspm.org
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Abbot John Klassen, OSB
October 31, 2005
Page two

:told me that had spent a good part of his Jife using sex to con other people.
It is not absolutely certain to me that his allegation is true. It certainly is explosive, and it
surprises me that we would never have heard aboul this before, Nonetheless, I want to
take him very seriously and to offer him counseling support.

Father Abbot, I would like a chance to review this with you at your convenience. 1would
like to discuss with you what the next steps might be both in offering pastoral support to
and in investigating the veracity of his allegation.

I am sorry to have to bring this kind of matter to you. Nevertheless, I am grateful for the
opportunity to work with you again, and wish you well in your service to the Church,

Sincerely yours in Chyi l

Rcverendk‘cvm M, M@gﬂmtgl)

Vicar General and Moderator of the £a_

cc; Archbishop Flynn
Mr. Andrew Eisenzimmer
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November 28, 2005

Father Kevin McDonough

Vicar General and Moderator of the Curia
Archdiocese of Saint Paul and Minneapolis
226 Summit Avenuc

Saint Paul, MN 55102-2197

Dear Father Kevin:

Thank you for your letter of October 31, 2005 regarding an allegation of sexual abuse by
I wish to briefly summarize what I have done in response to the letter and
then pose some questions for future responsive action.

From the data that has been gathered at this time it is very possible that Father Robert
Blumeyer, OSB (deceased October 5, 1983) did abuse over a period of ten years.

I met with (a survivor of sexual abuse who
serves on the Abbey Exiernai xeview Hoatrd) an Wednesday, November 16 for about 45
minutes. During this meeting we included by telephone Ms. Phyllis Willerscheidt, who as
Archdiocesan advocate was the first point of contact with shared
the story of his meeting Father Robert Blumeyer and how this relationship became abusive and
then exploitative over a period of ten years. Father Robert’s photograplis of nude boys and
young men were claimed to be central to Father Robert’s abuse in that Father Robert showed
such photographs to and cajoled into posing for nude photographs
in exchange for money. mentioned only one priest at the location in either
Hopkins or Saint Louis Park who also might have been involved in activity of this sort.

As you say in your letter, noted that the relationship continued for ten
years, from 1969-1979, spanning Father Blumeyer’s service at Saint Bartholomew parish in
Wayzata (threc years as assistant 1969-1972 and one and one-half years as pastor 1972-1973), at
Saint Boniface parish in Hastings (pastor 1973-1978), and Saint Benedict parish in Avon (pastor
1978 - 1982).

Some research questions

Could you have someane check the archives of the Archdiocese for material on the nature
of the complaint that Archbishop Roach and Abbot John Eidenschink were dealing with at Saint
Boniface parish in Hastings in the summer of 1976? I do not have any selid evidence rcgarding
the nature of this complaint,
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Could you have someone check the archives of the Archdiocese for the report of Dr. John
Regan, which is referred to in the lefter rom Abbot John to Archbishop Roach, dated July 8,
1976? This report could provide important insights into the understanding of the situation in
1976.

Could you have someone check the archives of the Archdiocese for who was serving as
pastor or agsociate pastor in Hopkins and Saint Louis Park from 1969-1979?

I'would like to have an extended conversation with you, either in person or by telephone,
to discuss the following issues:

a, Agree on the payment of psychological counseling and refund for mileage for

b. Determine what if any compensation should be paid to him and how best to
proceed with a settlement strategy,
¢. Determine the nature and scope of any joint, or separate, investigations of the
allegations of .and
i Whether this investigation will include all parishes that Fr. Blumeyer
served in or only those parishes mentioned by
il ‘Whether the investigation will seek to determine the identity of other
parish members that might have claims relating to Fr. Blumeyer;
iii. Whether the investigation will include Jay members of the parishes as
many of the clergy that served with Fr. Blumeyer, as well as Fr.
Blumeyer himself, are deceased; and
d. Determine whether the Archdiocese is willing to participate in a report to law
enforcement that the Abbey believes should be made.

We also need to think through a communication plan to the parishes in which Father
Blumeyer served: namely, Elizabeth Ann Seton (formerly Saint Boniface), Saint Bartholemew in

Wayzata, and Saint Benedict in Avon. Furthermore, this communication plan should be
coordinated with any ¢rimina] investigation that is done,

I will ask my secretary Brother Kelly Ryan to contact your office to set up either a phone
call or a meeting to seek greater clarity on these issues. Thank you for your assistance in dealing
with a difficult situation.

Sincerely,

Abbot John Klassen, OSB
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"called, He says he can be reached at his cell phone all day:
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Authorization nal

I, . hereby grant St. John’s Abbey
permission to use my personal correspondence dated 1997 to
aid in further understanding and teaching regarding the
impact of clergy sexual abuse on its victims.

In signing this release I grant the institution of St. John’s
Abbey and its member representatives to copy and disclose
the letter in part or in its entirety.

I understand that every effort will be made to protect my
identity from readers and that this letter will not be released
or used outside of St, John’s Abbey.

I agree to receive no compensation for signing this release. I
also understand that refusing to sign this release would in
no way impact my current or future relationship with St.
John’s Abbey.

This release has no expiration date but the use of this letter
is likely to occur in 2005 and 2006. 1 understand that I have
the right to revoke this release at any time.

Signed: Witnessed
\

-Dé@ [*d5-0b Date:
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amrangemer. (IRAJ, anc genorelly, payments othe! than interesi and dividends, you are not requirad te sign the Cenification bu: vou mus;

Date 3’/’dé

prowdt your gamect T, (Sa= 1he insinemliane an pane 7 )

Sign ! signuture of
Here | US. porson

Purpose of Form

5. person who is required 1o flic an informu. _
return witn tne (RS musl gel your corert
@aypaye: dentfization number (TINy 1o repor, for
axsmale, Ncome paid v you, real eswaie
uensaclions, morngage Intereai you pald,
YTQUISION 07 BbaN0ONMEnt of secured Property,
canzehation af cebl, o comrbutions you mode
\o an IRA

Use Form W8 only If you are a U.5. parson
Inzluding & resloenl len}, 1o give your coreci
TIN 16 IR perEon Tequasung i (the requaster)
anc vned. applcabie, 10

1, Certity Ine TIN you are giving is comes( {of
voe a1+ walung lo: & numbar Le be jssued),

2. Zeniiy you are no: subjecl Lo backup
viinolding or

2 Cimm exemption from backup withhoiding if
vou are & LS exempi payse.

1! you ore a laraign persan, use INE
appropriate Form W-E Set Pub, 515,
withnaiding of Tar ori Nonresioen: Alien: ang
“oreigr. Enties

oe: I ¢ requestar pives vou s form othet ihan
rom W-2 (g reguest your TiAlL you must use the
r=guester's famm I ii {5 suestaniially simbiaf o this
Form W-5,

What is backup withholding? Persons making
ceraln ppyments w you rausl under cenaln
condlitians withhold ana pay (o the IRS 30% of
such payments atter Ducember 37, 2001 [29%
otier Oecgmber 21, 2003). This Is calad ‘oackup
withioiding * Fayments that may be subisct in
bashup withholding Incluge imerest, diviagndz,
broker ana barer exchange vansactions, rents,
royallies, nonamployet pey, snd censin
payments lrom fishing hosl operaiors keal
eslale vansaclians are nol subject 1o bactkup
wiihholding,

You will nol be subject W beckup withholding
on payments you receive I you give the
requester your comeel TIR, make the proper
cenlfizations and repor all your taxsble inlerest
ang dividend: on your L&) rewm,

Payments you receive will be subject o
backup withholding it

1. Vou do nol furpish your TIN 10 he
requester, of

2 ¥ou At nol cenlly you: TIr when required
{see thr: Fan ! instrucuens on pege 2 lar
details), of

3. Tne IR el tnu requesier that you
furnished an incorrest TIN, of

4, The IRS 1eliz you tha! you are subject Lo
bazkup withholding pezause you Oio nol repon
all your inlerest and dividenas DR your (ax; eiurm
{for reponaple Interesl ano diviaena: only), or

5. You 0o N0t contly o the raquesier Ina! vou
Bré noY SURIBST W bashug whhnoldng unoe: <
apave lior reponable Interpst snd divicend
azcouns opaned sfar 198 only)

Senein payee: and paymanls Ark 8EEMP:
from beckup wlinnolging  5e¢ (ne nswruzuon: or
PpaQE . and tne separale instruclions o the
Fequesier o] Form W-9,

Penalties

Foilure to furmish TIN. I you {ell 1+ lurnisl yau:
comect TIN 10 & recueste, you ore suqiect \c &
penally ol £50 {or each sucl: Jglure wnisss your
failure 15 due to repsopable cause BnT no: LC:
willlful neglact,

Civil penairy for lelse inlarmation wits respect
to wilhhelding. I' you mak: & |alse sielemen:
wiln no ragsonablt basit thel result, 16 Nt
hackup wilhnolding you are subjeel (c z 2500
penalcy

Criminal penaly for Ialsitylng information,
Willigly talsNying cenlhizndons o pffimrauons
may subject you \b zrimina panai; inztuding
fin2s and/o:r imprsonment

Misuse of TINs, | Ine repueste! aiszioset 0
usez TIMZ In vioiation of Frdersl Ipv.. e
reovesier may be subjzc: fo civii anc chming
penalliss,

CaL No 102315

Fom W-8 (wav, 1-2002]
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RELEASE OF ALL CLAIMS

being of lawful age, for the sole consideration of

does heroby and for his heirs, executors, administrators, successors
and assigns releass, acquit and forever discharge the Order of St. Benediet, Saint John's Abbey
and the Archdiocese of Saint Paul and Minneapolis and the parishes of Saint Bartholomew, Saint
Boniface and Saint Benedict as well as their agents, scrvants, successors, heirs, executors,
administraters, members and all other persons, firms, corporations, associations or partnerships,
from any and all claims, actions, causes of action, demands, rights, damages, costs, loss or
service; expenses of compensation whatsoever, 10 include past, present, or future therapy which
the undersigned now has on account of ot in any way growing out of any and all known and
unknown, foreseen, and unforeseen property damage or personal or bodily injury and the
consequences thereof regarding or in any way flowing out of a claim for demages agsinst Father-
Robert Blumeyer, 0.5.B,, the Order of St. Benedict and Saint John’s Abbey and the Archdiocese
of Saint Paul and Minneapolis and the parishes of Saint Bartholomew, Saint Boniface and Saint
Benedict arising oul of the actions of Father Robert Blumeyer, 0.5.B. (deceased) and oneor
more other priests whose names and religious affiliation he never knew, :

It is understood and agreed that this settiement is a compromise of a disputed ¢laim, not to be
construed as an admission of liability on the part of any party, and that the parties released by
this document deny liability for the incident and intend mersely.to avoid litigation and buy their
peace. :

further declares and represent that no promise, inducement or agreement not
expressed herein has been made to the undersigned, that he has declined legal counsel, that this
releasc contains the entire agreement between the parties hereto, and that the terms of this release
ara enntractual and not a mere recital.

HAS READ THE FORGOING RELEASE AND FULLY
UNDERSTANDS IT.

Dated: _3' (~Ob

Subscribed before me this /S day of
March 2006.

L

Public

0SB BLUMEYER_00168



~

March 16, 2006

Abbot John Klassen

Saint John's Abbey

P.O. Box 2015

Collegeville, Minnesota §6321-2015

Dear Abbot John:

Thank you very much for your letter of March 11 and for the information
regarding the misconduct of Father Robsert Blumeyer. | appreciate hearing from
you and am grateful for the information you have supplied relative to his
assignments, both in the Archdiocese of Saint Paul and Minneapolls and here in
the Diocese of Saint Cloud, 1 will share the contents of your letter with Father -
Marvin Enneking and | will wait to hear from you regarding a statement to be
used at Saint Augustine’s in Saint Cloud, Saint Benedict's in Avon and Saint
Catherine's in Farming.

On another, lighter topic, | will ask Father Marv about the fishing in central
Minnesota. | hope you and your community are having a very blessed season of
Lent. Happy feast of Saint Patrick.

With kind personal regards, | remain,

Sincerely yours in Ghrist,

T

+John F. Kinney

Bishop of Saint Cloud

JFK/ckh

Cc: Reverend Marvin Enneking, Vicar General
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April 3, 2006

Reverend James Perkl

Church of Saint Elizabeth Ann Seton
2035 W. 15 Street

Hastings, MN 55033-9294

Reverend Michael Reding
Church of Saint Bartholomew
630 Wayzata Blvd, E.
Wayzata, MN 55391-1743

Dear Fathers Perkl and Reding,

Thank you for our recent conversation concerning abuse committed by a now deceased
priest and monk of Saint John’s, Robert Blumyer, during the 1970s. Permit me to
summarize in this letter what 1 heard. I am providing this to you so you can share it with
your leadership if you would like, Iam also sending copies of this to Archbishop Flynn
and to Abbot John Klassen at Saint John’s.

Both of you told me that you had heard, in your conversations with parishioners, nothing
about abuse committed by this man. He served as associate pastor of your parishes, and
was at each for a fairly short time. There is relatively little memory of him in either
parish,

Father Perkl, you indicated that you have had extensive public discussions in your parish
about the issue of clergy abuse. In fact, I participated in one which included several
hundred members of your parish. At that time, we welcomed not only any complaints
about the particular priest we were addressing, but also any other issucs that might come
forward. There in fact has been nothing. As a result, you would simply like o share the
information about Robert Blumyer with your Parish Council or other lay leadership body.
While you believe that further publicity in the parish is unnecessary, given the history of
very extensive public conversation in the past, you are going to check this out with your
lay leadership, If that group thinks differently, you are certainly open to doing some
form of public communication in your parish,

Father Reding, your assessment of the situation at Saint Bartholomew is somewhat
different. You have also had meetings in the parish concermning child protection and
clergy abuse, but none of those meetings was prompted by a specific complaint of abuse.
Any discussion about Robert Blumyer would be the first such situation with which you
had to deal with in Wayzata. Therefore, you think that a more broad-based
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Rev, James Perkd
Rev. Michael Reding
April 3, 2006

Page two

communication in your parish would be useful. This is reinforced by the fact that
Blumyer committed his abuse first while living at your parish, Shortly aficr Easter, yon
will take gll of this information to your lay leadership group. You will seek from them
their thoughts about communication with the parish, and will put together a plan of
implementation,

To both of you, I indicated the willingness of Abbot John Klassen and my own
willingness to provido written materials, to talk with your leadership group, or to ba
present for a community meeting or meetings, Please keep us in mind as resource

people.

Father Reding, there are many pastors in our Archdiocese (including Father Perkl) who
have experience with the kind of broad communication you are considering. If you
would like to have some other names from whom to scek advice, please let me know.

Given that we are now so close to Holy Week and Easter, I do not anticipate from either
of you that you will be acting on these things before the middle of April. On the other
hand, my sense is that we will have done whatever your leadership advises before the
summer begins, If ] have an incorrect impression, please let me know.

Thank you for your willingness to address these matters straightforwardly. In particular,
I appreciate the way both of you want to seek the advice of your parish lay leaders. In the
meanlime, 1 wish you a blessed Holy Week and Easter.

Sincerely yours in Christ,

Reverend Kevin M. McDonough
Vicar General and Moderator of the Curia

cc: Archbishop Flynn

jbbot John Klassen

0SB BLUMEYER_00173



DRAFT DRAFT DRAFT mNF IDEM ML

Archdiocese of St. Paul and Minneapolis
And Saint John's Abbey
Statement Concerning Abuse Charges
Against Fr. Robert Blumeyer, O.S.B.

In Septemnber, 2005, a 50-year-old man informed the Victim Advocate of the
Archdiocese of Saint Paul and Minneapolls that he was sexually abused as a young man
by the late Fr Robert Blumeyer, O.8.B., a priest of the Saint John's monastic community.
The report has been deemed credible.

The abuse began in 1969 when tha victim was 13 and Fr. Blumeyer was assistant pastor
at St. Bartholomew parish in Wayzata and continued for approximately ten years while
Fr. Blumeyer served in pastoral roles at Salnt Boniface parish in Hastings and Saint
Benedicl parish in Avon, MN. Fr. Blumeyer died Oclober 5, 1983.

The Archdiocese and Abbey have paid for therapy for the man and he has accepted a
financial seltilement from Saint John's Abbey and the Archdiocese.

Neither the Archdiocese nor the Abbey knows of other allegations of abuse against Fr.
Blumeyer.

In making this statement, Archbishop Harry Flynn and Abbot John Klassen express deep
regret and remorse and reaffirn a commitment to assist this victim and other victims in
thelr process of recovery and healing.

The victim advocate for the St. Paul and Minneapolis Archdiocese is Ms. Phyllis
Willerscheidt: 651-291-4497

The victim advocate for Saint John's Abbey is Gary Schoener at the Walk-In Counseling
Center: 812 870-0565
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Archdiocese of Saint Paul and Minneapolis
And Saint John’s Abbey
Statement Concerning Abuse Charges
apainst Father Robert Blumeyer, O.8.B.

Ja September, 2005, a 50-year-old man informed the Victim Advocate of the
Archdiocese of Saint Paul and Minneapolis that he was sexually abused as a young man by
the late Father Robert Blumeyer, O.8.B., a priest of the Saint John's monastic community.
The report has been deemed credible.

The abuse began in 1965 when the victim was 13 end Father Blumeyer was assistant
pastor at St. Bartholomew parish in Wayzata and continued for approximately ten years
while Father Blumeyer served in pasioral roles at Saint Bonilace parish in Hastings and Saint
Benedict patish in Avon, MN. Father Blumeyer died October 5, 1983,

The Archdiocesc and Abbey have paid for therapy for the man and be has accepted a
financial settlement from Saint John's Abbey and the Archdiocese.

Neither the Archdiocese nor the Abbey knows of other allegations of abuse against
Father Blumeyecr.

In making this statement, Archbishop Harry Flynn and Abbot John Klassen express
deep regret and remorse and reaffirm a commitment to assist this victim and other victims in
their process of recovery and healing.

The victim advocate for the St. Paul and Minneapolis Archdiocese is Ms. Greta
Sawyer: 651-291-4497

The victim advocate for Saint John’s Abbey is Gary Schoener at the Walk-In
Counseling Center: 612 870-0565

April 27, 2006
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Diocese of Saint Cloud
And Saint John’s Abbey
Statcment Concerning Abuse Charges
against Father Robert Blumeyer, 0.8.B.

In September, 2005, a 50-year-old man informed the Victim Advocate of the
Archdiocese of Saint Paul and Minneapolis that he was sexually abused as a young man by
the late Fathet Robert Blumeyer, O.8.B., a priest of the Saint John’s monastic community.
The report has been deemed credible.

‘The abuse began in 1969 when the yictim was 13 and Father Blumeyer was assistant
pastor at St. Bartholomew parish in Wayzata and continued for approximately ten years
while Father Blumeyer served in pastoral roles at Saint Boniface patish in Hastings and Saint
Benedict parish in Avon, MN, Father Blumeyer died October §, 1983.

The Archdiacese and Abbey have paid for therapy for the man and he has accepted a
financial scttlement from Saint John’s Abbey and the Archdiocese.

The Abbey docs not know of other allegations of abuse against the late Father
Blumeyer. He scrved as assistant pastor at Saint Catherine’s parish in Farming from 1982-
1983.

In making this statement, Abbot John Klassen exptcsses deep regret and remorse and
reaffimms a commitment 10 assist this victim and any other victimg in their process of
recovery and healing,

The victim advocate for the Saint Cloud Dincese is Mr. Tom Kcaveny who can be
reached al 320 761-5963.

The victim advocate for Saint John’s Abbey is Gary Schoener at the Walk-In
Counseling Center: 612 870-0565

May 2, 2006
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Saint John's Abbcy
Statement Concerning Abuse Charges
against Father Robert Blumeyer, O.S.B.

In September, 2005, a 50-year-old man informed the Victim Advocate of the
Archdiocesc of Saint Paul and Minneapolis that he was sexually abused as a young man by
the latc Father Robert Blumeyer, 0.S.B., a priest of the Saint John's monastic community.
The report has been deemed credible.

The abuse began in 1969 when the victim was 13 and Father Blumeyer was assistant
pastor at St. Bartholomew parish in Wayzata and continued for approximately ten yecars
while Father Blumeyer scrved in pastoral roles at Saint Boniface parish in Hastings and Saint
Benedict’s parish in Avon, MN. Father Blumcyer died October 5, 1983,

The Archdiocese and Abbey have paid for (herapy for the man and he has accepted a
financial settlement from Saint John’s Abbey end the Archdiocese.

The Abbey does not know of other allcgations of abuse against the late Father
Blumeyer, He scrved as assistant pastor at Saint Benedict’s parish in Avon from 1978-1982.
If you or someone you know has experienced abuse, please contact the victim advocate listed
below. ‘

In making this statement, Abbot John Klassen expresses deep regret and remorse and
reaffirms a commitment to assist this victim and any other victims in their process of
recovery and healing,

The victim advocate for Saint John’s Abbey is Gary Schoener at the Walk-1n
Counseling Center: 612 870-0565

May 8, 2006
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Congratulations

First
Communicants

St. Bartholomew
l Catholic Faith Community

May 7, 2006
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prarixhivners are informed. First, my words;

I was recently Informed by officinls from (he
Archdiocess of St. Paul and Minneapolis and
officinls from S1. Juhn's Abbay of a report conceming
the sexual abuse of a minor al 8t. Bortholomew some
37 years ago. The details of the case are described in
the enclosed statenient from the Archdiocese and the
Abbey. (You may recall that the priests who served
St. Bartholomew were Benedictine priests from
St. John's Abbey until the mid 1980s.)

It grievea me to leam, for the firet time, that this
tragedy of sexual sbuse in the church has direct]
[touched this St Bartholomew Community. | l.hm{
that, particularly for those of you who were licre in
1969, this invident brings this formerly-distant phe-
|nomenon close to home. I know that we will all want
1o pray for this unnomed victim and anyone else who
may have been harmed by the sin of sexual abuse.

Upon reviewing the maierial sent 1o me by the

Archdiovese nnd the Abbey, it has helped me to kee
in mind the following facts ns we w qu£
through this together:

 This case is 37 years old.

o There are no known viclims.
e Fr. Blumeyer is deceased and unable to

%onk :‘nr him:;:f.

» There is no legal action pending agains

St. Bartiolomew, the Abbey, or the Archdiocese.
@ The assets of St Bartholomew Communily

are not a! risk.

Although this case is not likely to become a
imsjor news story, it is important that you, as
St. Bartholomew parishloners, ore fully informed.
In oddition, Abboit John Klossen of S1. John's Abbey
will be coming to St. Banholomew for a parish
meoting to be held on Wedosedny, May 17 at
7:60 p.m. This will be an opportunity for you to

From Fr. Michael

In the moil this week, all porishioncrs should have received a letter from me along with a siatement from the
Archdiovese of §t. Paul and Minneapolis and 81, John's Abbey shaving some very sad news from the history uf|
our 8, Burtholomew Catholic Faith Community. 1 want to reprint those statements here 1o help ensure thot all

become more fully informed, to ask any qucslions
you may have, and to voice your concems. Catholic
parishioners from Hastings (where Fr. Blumeyer also
sorved) will be invited to this meeting s well,

And now, the statement from the Archdiveese of|
S, Paul and Minneapolis and St. John's Abbey:

n Seplember, 20085, a 50-year-old mon informed the

Victim Advacate of the Archidiocese of 81, Paul and
Minneapolis that he was sexually abused as a young
man by the late Father Robert Blumeyer, O.8.B., a
priest of the St. John’s monastic community. The
report las been deemed credible.

The abuse begun in 1969 when the viclim was 13
and Father Blumeyer was assietant pastor o1
St. Bartholomew parish in Wayzato and continued
for approximately ten years while Fother Blumeyer
aurvccr in postoral roles at SI. Boniface Panish
in Hostings nnd St. Benedict Parish in Avon, MN.
Father Blumeyer died Octaher 5, 1983,

The Aschdiocese and Abbey bave paid for
therapy for the man and he has accepted o financial set-
tlement from St. John's Abbey and the Archdiocese.

Neither the Archdiocesa nor ths Abbey knows of
other allegations of obuse against Father Blumeyer.

In moking this sintement, Arclibishop Harry
Flynn and Abbot John Klassen express decp regret
ond remorse and reaffirm a commitmen! to assist this
victim and ather victims in their process of recovery
and healing. .

The viclim advecate for the St Paul and
Minncapolis Archdiocese is Ms. Anela Sawyer:
651-291-4497.

The victim advocate for St. John's Abbey is

Schuener at the Walk-In Counseling Center;
612-870-0565.

STAPLES NEEDED FOR 10CP FOODSHELF ‘f““’ on 9“’””4;

‘The FoodShelf is in need of
baked (or other) beans, cream
soups, packaged potatoes,
funa, tomato products, honey,
mac & cheese and sugar. Huge guantities of these
items are needed which confinue to be unavailable
for purchase ut the food bank. Leave your donations
in the baskels in Narthex or take directly to IOCP.
Also, we extend a million thanks for supporting
the 2006 Minnesota FoodShare effort. To date,
41,786 pounds of food and $10,294 havo been
donated locally to help local families. As you know,
the need is always there. You're the best!

"“There is enough in the world for everyone's

necd, but not enough for everyone's greed.”
- Mahatma Gandhi

EMPTY BOWLS
A soup dinner sponsored by the
Ari Dept. of Wayzata High School

Thursday, May 25 ~ $:00-7:00 p.m.
in the high school cafeteria,

A suggested donstion of $10 includes both the sonp din-
ner and your choice of o handmade bowl in which il is
served, created by the students of Woyzats High. Soup is
donated by Sunset’s and Ponera Restaurants and breod by
Breudsmith. All procecds go to support the 10CP
Foodshelf. Tickets may be purchased form IOCP.

M
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OFFICE OF DAKOTA COUNTY ATTORNEY
JAMES C. BACKSTROM

COUNTY ATTORNEY
Dakola County Judick Cent > ] Telephons
|mlamm:;ns N RECEIVEL (051) 4354438
Hudlings, Minncson BE033-2302 JUN 0§ o PAX: (051) 438470 (Civil Division)
Pilip D. Prokopawicz, Chile! Doputy ! d ir PAX: (051) 4384500 (Citmino! Divialon)
Kosen A. Schalfor, Pirst Assisiant FAX: [05]) 4354400 Uuvenllc/Admin Divsion]
Monico Jenscn, Communtty Relotions DIreetoBl 111 4k 8, vey 2, Bmall: sliomey@co dakolonmnus .
Muy 25, 2008
MICHAEL J. FORD
ATTORNEY AT LAW
QUINLIVAN & HUGHES PA
POBOX JO0OB -
ST CLOUD MN 56302
Re: and Fathor Robert Blumeyer (Decossed)
Your file no. 12701.12227
Dear Mr. Ford:
I am receipt of the letter you sent me conceming the prior acts of sexual abusc by Father Roberd Blumeyer against
It was snd and troubling to read handwrilten description of the sexun) abuso which
had eccursod over many yoars and how this has adversely impacted his life. 1hope end pray, as J know you do as well,
that will be able to maintain his health and scbricty as he attempts to put the trauman oF his sexunl abuse
behind him.,

As you well know, sexual abuse of this nolure fs a serious problem that can result in long-term, traumatie impact vpon
its victims. It is commendable that St. John's Abbey hns adopicd & policy pertaining 10 soxua) sbuse and sexual
exploitation by pricsts which includes the forwarding of this information to tho approprinte law onforecment and civil
autharlties whan It comes to your attentlon. In the future, however, I would epcourage you to do so promptly upon
racelpt of the information. Both tho criminal and civll statute of limitations in Minnesota for cases of this nofure are
complex motters. The criminal statule of limitations varies depending upon the time the alloged offense cccurred and
the lime the Incidonts are brought to the attention of low enforcement officials, The sooncr this is done, the gronter the
opportunity will bs for authoritics 1o pursue sppropriate eriminal sanctions against offonders In situntions such as this
or for civil litigatlon to be commenced by viclims ngainst their perpetralors,

latier in this Instence was doted July 30, 1997, At o minimum, it appears that this mottcr was brovplit
to your client’s ottention no later than November 3, 2005 (based upon the fax hicading on the Ictter copy you sent to
mo) if not sooner, and yet it was not untll a few weeks ago (hat this malter was sent to my attention. In this instance,
this delny mnkes no difference as Father Blumoyer i9 dead and we aro incapabla of prosccuting him for any crimes he
may have committed. However, hal he beon allve, the importance of timely notice may have been crltlcal in our
review of a situation such as this.

Verydruly you

@-ﬂm Q - PeckiTiond
JAMES C. BACKSTROM
DAKOTA COUNTY ATTORNEY

JCB;jlr
Enclosure(s)

Crmipal Divislon Juvenlle ond Prorccitvs Sayvices Division Civi| Divislon
Scoll A, Hersey, Heod Dponald £ Bruco, Head Joy R, Stassen, Head
Vienmrywiincss Coordinolor Officy Manoger ChllY Suppon Rnforcement Division
@ Pairicia Ronken Normb J, mgol Smu.-%u M. Torgerson, Head
90 poat-conmemar An Equnl Opporiunlly Employer S0
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JANELLE P. KENDALL
Stearns County Attorney

May 25, 2006

Mr. Michael J. Ford
Attorney at Law

P.O. Box 1008

St. Cloud, MN 56302

Dear Mr. Ford:

Thank you for your correspondence regarding report. Since the report involves a
person who is since deceased, my office is not in a position to take formal action. However, I applaud the
Abbey’s efforts in encouraging victims to come forward so that healing may take place, even in these
situations.

You are correct that law enforcement may wish to discuss the incidents with 1
discussed the matter with Sheriff John Sanner this morning, and I’ll be forwarding this information to him
for potential follow up.

If you have questions or concerns, please call me. I'll copy Abbot Klassen, and
Sheriff Sanner as well, so we’re all aware of the situation.

JPK/lmk

cc: Stearns County Sheriff John Sanner (w/enclosures)
Abbot John Klassen

Administration Center, RM 448 « 705 Courthouse Square » St. Cloud, MN 56303-4701
(320) 656-38BO « FAX (320) 656-6695%
www.co,stearns.mn. us/departmenis/atiomey/index,him * e-mail: county.sftormey@co.steamy.mn.us
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This is an aceount of a meeting with Greta Sawyer and and
on June 16, 2006.

presented himself as a clean shaven, nicely dressed man, He is
now 48 years old. He is about five feet nine inches tall, probably about 175 pounds. He
spoke so softly during the 70 minute interview that T had to ask him 1o repeat the ends of
sentences a number of times. When he first came into the room he was very nervous but
gradually came to a greater degree of ease. He is very serious, seems to be depressed,
and did not smile or laugh during the time together.

I thanked for having the courage, resilience, and desire for healing to come
forward at this time. I acknowledged that it was hard for him to tell this story again, even
after living with the impact for so long.

is the sixth of eleven children in their family located in Hastings,

Minnesota. The situation which _ described during the course of this interview
occurred in June, 1976, when he was 17.
rectory for Saint Boniface parish, I asked if he was a Mass server— no, I asked
him if Father Robert frequently came to the house —no, One day Father Robert
Blumeyer, the pastor of the parish, and had his cstate the day and invited

out for dinner. mom were very excited about this invitation
because the family was very devout and revered priests. may well have
been thinking about priesthood.

~ gotin the car — it was a Ford Torino. remembers traveling on 1494
and other [reeways when they were just constructing walls along the freeway. He
remembers asking Father Robert what they were and Robert explaining that they were
supposed to protect adjacent housing from the noise of the freeway. Father Robert took
him to an Italian restaurant (Rucianos — sp?) and ordered drinks for each of them, even
thougt was just 17, just let the drink sit in front of him — Robert asked him
why he wasn’t drinking it. They very seldom had alcohol in their home and way
wasn't used to it. At Robert’s urging he took a few sips but could feel the buzz very
quickly, so he stopped. “I wanted something to eat — I was starved.” Robert must have
had at Jeast two drinks during this time. thought to himself, “Mom would not be
happy about this.”

After dinner Father Robert drove to what looked to be a “mens’ club, a bath
house.” They went into a sauna, each wrapped in a towel. Then they went into the
shower - was uncomfortable about this but told himself: “I am safe — I am with a
priest.” He started washing my back and asked me to wash his back. “I was confused at
this point, totally confused.” I remember thinking, “I am with a priest, I can trust him.”

washed Father Robert’s back. Then he told me to go back to this room — it was
like a stall, pethaps a dozen of them. Each was about 6 feet by 8 feet in size, with a
mattress on the floor. Father Robert told him to go to the back one in the comner. A few
minutes alter he walked into the stall - was at this point very uncomfortable.
Father Robert lay down beside ~  on the mattress. is thinking to himself, “This
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is not right — it can’t be right.,” Then Father Robert reached down and put his hand on

genitals and started to arouse him. got up, grabbed his clothes and put
them on, He went outside the building, wanted to run, but did not know where he was
and was very afraid, Father Robert came out a few minutes later and talked into
getting into the car.

Father Robert then took to a bar downiown, There they sat at a bar but
were separated by 3-4 barstools, thought about trying to call home and ask his
mom to come and pick him up. But he didn’t know where he was. Father Robert tried to
buy him another drink. He approached me and touched me but I jerked my body away
from him and him, “Leave me alone!” body was tensed and his eyes were on
fire when he said this.”) Father Robert askea “Are you mad because I touched
you?” didn’t answer — he wanted 1o go home. Father Robert finished his drink and
ordered enother one. Finally, he said, “T will take you home.” After this, when we were
in the car, said the Father Robert asked him if he wanted to him to masturbate him,

It was late, - can’t remember if the doors to the house were locked —he may
have spent the night in the garage. The next moming when I came into the kitchen I
asked my sister if she knew if mom was home. “I spoke so softly and started to tell her
what had heppened with Father Robert. But then mom came into the kitchen and she had
heard what I said.” She said in a very angry way, “How dare you talk about a man of
God like that?” I ran out the door of the house and went to the house of my oldest sister.

“I was so nervous, so scared after mom caught me telling this stuff in the kitchen.
I told my oldest sister what had happened. She called mom and explained what
happened. Mom cried and wanted to talk to me. She said she was sorry for what she had
said to me. Italked with her a long time. She was in total shock at what had happened.
She immediately set up an appointment with Msgr. Durand (sp?) in Northfield. About
one week later I went to see him. My aunts came with my mom but
they were outside the room — I was alone in the room with Msgr. Durand. I can’t
remember exactly what occurred but I told him what had happened. He said that ita
monstrous thing that Father Robert had donc. He was very irate. The meeting lasted for
about one-half to three-quarters of an hour, doesn’t remember much else about
this.

remembers that his mom once approached Father Robert outside after Mass
and told him, “1 know what you have done.” idad died in 1994. He knew about
the event, was very angry and upset when he found out about it.

1 asked if he had seen a therapist at any time following this incident, for the
sake of helping him process the event. He said “no.”

I then asked to describe the impact of this incident on him. “After that, I
couldn’t trust anybody. Being alone with ancther man makes me very uncomfortable. I
just lost all trust as a result.”
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started drinking heavily afier this event. He did not graduate from high
school even though he had been doing decent academic work before. He did not care
about anything anymore. The heavy drinking continued for many years. “I figured, 'this
didn’t happen to my brothers — so I must be different.”

I said to “You were not different or strange or weird. This was not your
fault, This was not your fault. Father Robert did this because he thought he could get
away with it - because he perceived a trusting and vulnerable young man.”

I asked if had become an alcoholic ~he said yes — he has been through
treatment three times, He might have & few beers now and then bul he can’t get drunk
now because of diabetes and ulcers. He did participate in AA for a number of years. He
has been sober for six years.

My employment record is a series of one job after another. “I am still so
ashamed of what happened to me that if my co-workers knew about it, they would run
away from me, Now that I have come forward, it is hard to face my brothers and sisters,’
I asked if he was sure that all of his brothers and sisters knew the facts of his
situation — He said, “T am sure they all know about it, but maybe the youngest two do
not,”

>

1 asked what he did now - he is a machinist, works on cleaning up parts
afier fabrication.

Why switch jobs? “Sometimes I found myself working with pecople who weren’t
very nice. At other times, 1 was cut from the payroll because of a slowdown in
business.”

I asked if he suffered from depression. He said yes. I asked him if he had
ever been ireated for it. He said no.

I asked if he had ever thought about suicide. He said “yes.” I asked him if
he had ever attempted it. He said “yes, once, with one-half bottle of aspirin.”

I'have moved from job to job, but getting nowhere. 1asked myself, “Why am I
not successful like my other brothers? They are all electricians...”

“I stopped attending church. At first I would go to Mass, then come out, and
there would be the priest, shaking hands. And I would think to myself, “Are you one of
them, too? [ really liked going to church, But it was so uncomfortable that I couldn't go
anymore. And family members didn’t harass me about not going because they knew why
1 wasn't.”

“I think my Jife has gone down many different wrong paths because of it,”
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1 asked why he came forward now. He said that he stopped in to visit his
mom about a month ago. She said, “I want to talk to you,” “She had a look in her face
and showed me the bulletin insert from Saint Bartholomew’s parish. I couldn’t believe it,
the same man who had made me a victim, had done it to someone else, almost in the
same way, and about my age too.” Mom said, “[ think you should come forward.”

1 apologized to on behalf of myself and the abbey. “This should not have
happened to you.”

asked me to describe what happened next. I told that it was really
important for him to get some therapy, to begin to process what had happened to him.
Greta recommended a therapist to him at their first meeting and has had one
session with her. I described 1o him what my role is at Szint John’s Abbey as abbot and
how the archdiocese and the abbey work together on assignments.

1 told . that it was important for him to come to a clearer understanding of his
needs for healing. We cannot give him back the past 30 years, but we can hope that his
next 30 will be more satisfying than the past 30,

Again, I thanked for having the courage, resilience, and desire for healing
to come forward at this time. 1 acknowledged how hard for him to tell this story again,
even after living with the impact for so long,

Greta Sawyer then asked if he wanted some time with her alone after my
departure. And he said yes to that. Greta showed me to the door.

Notes for the record

Greta Sawyer is the new Victim Advocate for the Archdiocese of Saint Paul and
Minneapolis. Her phone number is 651 291-4497 and she works at the Hayden Center
on 328 W Kellogg, Saint Paul. Take Kellogg off I-94 and go past John Ireland and
Summit, then a right turn, the parking lot is right on the left. And the center is at the end
of the parking lat.

Greta and 1 had our first conversation about on Monday, June 5,
We set up the appointment for June 16 as a result of that conversation. She also called
me on June 13%, to see if I had arranged for our victim advocate to come to the meeting.
I said no because I needed to be sure that © " was comfortable with it. Greta had
checked with and he was not comfortable with another stranger being present and
wanted to meet with Greta and me alone. I asked if mom would be part of the
conversation. Greta said that she might accompany to the office but that she
would not be part of the meeting.

Abbot John Klassen, OSB
written from hand notes on June 17, 2006
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July 17, 2006

Abbot John Clausen

St John'’s Abby

Box 2015

Collegeville, MN 56321-2015

Dear Abbot Clausen;
Here is my written account of the abuse I suffered and what I feel are the effects of the
abuse on my life from the incident with Fr Robert Blymeyer. Also included with my

written account is what I feel is a fair seitlement. My contact number is at
home and you can leave a message. My address is;

Please contact me as soon as you have made a decision. Thank you.
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July i4, 2006

This is my written account of the incident that took place 30 years ago with Fr Robert
Blumyer, 1am 48 years of age and just now realizing what a great impact this has had on
my lifc.

1t was Junc of 1976, I resided at

rectory of St Boniface Church. Fr Robert Blumyer was staying there. [ saw him on
certain accasions getling into his car, he would wave at me 1 would wave at him, My
family and I attended St Boniface church regularly, in June of that year Fr Robert
Blumyer walked over to my house and talked with my mother. He asked her if he could
take me out to dinner. She said it was okay with het. Then he approached me. | was
oulside in front of the house and 1 szid yes. He had to go back to the reclory, I methim
al a certain time out in back in the alley where his car was parked in (he garage. We left
from there. We drove to Minneapolis and stopped off to cat at & restaurani, The name of
the restauran( was Ruchianos. He said that this was his favorite restaurant. Before dinner
he suggested having a couple of drinks. He ordered both of us a drink, They were bolh
hard liguor drinks. He just starled drinking. 1 had only 1 few sips of mine, I was only
seventeen and hadn't started drinking at that paint, Pr Blumyer was drinking preity
steadily. | started after a few sips on an empty stomach to feel a little intoxicated, Sol
just stop drinking my drink altogether, Fr Blumyer finished his second drink and he
asked me why 1 wasn’t drinking mine, I explained Lo him that this was the first ime [
had hard liquor and 1 didn"t really care for the taste of it. So we finished our mes) and
left the restaurant. We got into his car and noi sure where we were going | thought we
were just going home after the restaurant. When he pulled up in front of this building |
had absolutely no idea where [ was. I asked him why are we stopping here? I'r Blumyer
told me that it was a place that he camc to rest and relax. ) was jusl a little nervous al that
point. But knowing that he was a priest I wen into that building with him. He asked me
if I had ever been in a sauns before, | told him no. So we went into the sauna with just
towels on us, After leaving the sauna we went 10 the showers. 1n there he asked me o
wash his back, Confused at that point | washed his back, There were a couple of other
men in the shower staring at me as if this was not right. They gave us that, what are you
guys doing sort of look. 1looked away and was very confused at that point. Fr Blumyer
told me ta go into the other room, There were separate stalls in this room. And there
wete matrices on the floor in the stalls. Fe said 1o me that [ should go lay down in the
end stall,  So 1 did with Just a towel around me. I thought I was going 1o have this stal)
to myself. He entered my slall a few minutes later and laid down next to me, [was very
nervous at this point he then reached his hand through my towel and started massaging
my genitals. | then got up and got my clathes and then put them on. Then leR thal
building, I was scared and nervous. ! waited near his car. He came out about ten
minules later. [ can't remember what was said. After getting into the car he said [ will
take you home. But instead of taking me home right away he stopped at a bar. I asked
him why we were stopping hete ] want to go home. 1 went in the bar and sat at the bar
wondering if I should call my mom. Fr Blumyer sat 3 or 4 stools from me. Afier about
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ten minutes he came down 10 where I was sitting put his hand on my shoulder and I
jerked my shoulder away. He asked me are you mad because [ touched you? 1 told him
thot I want 1o go home now. Oun the wuy home 1 was quite all the way. Upon arriving to
my house he had asked me if | wanled to masturbate. I did not understand the word then.
T asked him what's that? He replied jack off. So Ileft the car. | can't remember if 1
spent the night in the house or in the garage. In the moming | went in the kitchen where
my younger sister was in the kitchen. [ asked my sister if mom was around. She said she
didn’t know where mom was. So, I starting yelling obscenities about Fr Robert Blumyer.
And then at that point my mom entered the kitchen. She pointed at me in a rage saying
how dare you (alk about a Father like that. So [ left the house scared. 1 then drove to my
sister in St Paul. [ was scared and nervous so | felt | had to tell somebody what had
happened. I explained it all to my sister. She was in total disbelief. She immediately
contacted my mother and explained to her what had happened. Afler leaming of this my
mother fclt really bad for chasing me out of the house, She just wanted to speak to me as
soon as she could. | explained to her what happened. She was in total shock. She cried
8nd told me was sorry. Then she said she didn't know why this happened. Then she said
that she was going to set up a meeting with the monsignor a higher up. It was about a
week to a week and a half that she took me down to Northfield Minnesota to meet with
Monsignor Durand. | met with Monsignor Durand and he explained to me thal it was a
monstrous thing that Blumyer had done. That's all I remember about that meeting. It
was later that Monsignor Durand contacted St John’s Abby to talk to someone about Fr
Blumyer. ] found out later that it was the Abbot who contacted my mother in response to
the call from Monsignor Durand, The Abbot asked my mother if she believed me. She
answered, 1 have no reason not to belicve him. I found out very recently that Fr Blumyer
called my mother a couple of times on the phone denying such a thing happened. The
first time my mom hung up on Fr Blumyer. e called right back and said that he just
didn’t know what to tell my mother. My mother told me that she had approached Fr
Blumyer at a church gathering and she said that she confronted him about this briefly.
She said that he was very nervous. She told him that he should say 3 Hail Marys a day.
He replied yes and more. Afier this we heard absolutely nothing from St
John’s Abbey or anybody else.

Most of my anguish and pain from what happened 30 years is fecling that no one would
do anything or cared to do anything to se! things right. [ felt that the church condoned Fr
Blumyer’s actions and that I was not worth bothering with, or somehow ] deserved this.
I tummed away from the church although my faith in the Lord has not changed. [ was very
pleased to hear Pope John Paul Il announce scveral years ago that the Archdiocese was
not going to harbor these men who did these evil deeds and that they were not above the
law, ButI was angry too because it was too late for Fr Blumyer. Hc lived his life out
without consequences for his wrong doings. I went on with my life always feeling dirty
and worthless and could not ialk to anyone about it. [ felt ashamed and disgusted. When
this was reported to Fr Durand 30 years ago nothing was done about it, They just swept
it, and me, under the carpet. 1 think what has effected me the worst out of all of this is
not being able to trust anybody, My feelings of being ashamed led to heavy drinking
years afier that, 1 am also very nervous around other men. Itis very hard to face people
who knew about this. T just wanted to leave and hide away from other people. 1 felt
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shame knowing other family members knew about this. 1 also stopped going to church, I
have experienced a lot of depression. This led to even heavier drinking. [ am always
feeling very different from the rest of my family, especially my brothers

T am coming forward now because of seeing the flyer talking about a victim of Fr
Blumyer who had come forward. If I had not seen this flyer [ most likely would not have
come forward. This has always been in the back of my mind, but | had never done
anything about it. T had siopped by my mom's house to visit. She had this strange look
on her face. She approached me and said that she had something to show me. We
stepped outside and she showed me this flyer that she had gotten from her besl friend
who received this flyer from the church. 1 read it and I was shocked at what I was
reading. When my mom read the letter she was angry at the part thai said, at thiz time no
other victims had come forward. In the letter a meeting was scheduled for people to
come and talk about this. My mom told me that I should go lo this meeting or if 1
couldn’t go to the meeting I should call the numbers listed. I decided to call the number
for the Archdiocese. After reading this letter I felt angry, What had happened 30 years
ago flashed in my mind. [ felt ashamed and disgusted of having to re-live all of this
again. I felt bad for my mother having to show this o me, All the bad memories had

come back to her too.
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July 29, 2006

Bt. Benedict Leuthner, OSB
Saint John's Abbey

Dear Benedict,
For your awarencss I am sending you a copy of a letter I received from
on July 28, 2006. We (you, Bob Stich, Mike Fotd, and I) will have to de-

termine how to respond.

I have also sent a copy to Fathet Kevin McDonough and to ', the chair
of the External Review Board.

Sincerely,

Abbot John Klassen, OSB

Encl: Copy of letter dated July 17
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3 named in abuse allegations
By Frank Lee fclee@stcloudtimes.com

Published: July 29. 2006 1:00AM, Saint Cloud Times

COLLEGEVILLE — New allegatlons of sexual misconduct surfaced
Friday against three members of the St. John’s monastic community.

The Revs. Michael Bik, Bruce Wollmering and the late Rev. Robert
Blumeyer were named in a statement by the abbey based on an
annual review board report to Abbot John Klassen.

*It is the abbot’s view that these allegations are credible,” said the
Rev. William Skudlarek, abbey spokesman.

The allegations against Bik were made In 1997 and include
“Inappropriate sexual conduct with two teen-agers in the 1970s”
before he joined the abbey and before his ordination.

The allegations against Wollmering were made in 2004 and include
“sexual misconduct early In the 1580s reported by a former St. John's
(University) student,” according to Skudlarek.

The sexual abuse charges against Blumeyer were made In September
and Involved a teen-age boy he knew while an assistant pastor at St.
Bartholomew Parish In Wayzata,

"Sometimes these things are not easy to hear. ... And, as far as I'm
aware, they are permanently removed from ministry,” Skudlarek sald.

Accountability
As many as 13 priests at the ahbey have faced simllar allegations.

At least 26 priests In the St. Cloud diocese were accused of sexual
abuse from 1950 to 2003.

Skudiarek did not elaborate on the allegations against Blk, Wollmering

and Blumeyer but sald there have been no subsequent allegations
against Blk or Wollmering, who remain in Collegeville.
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“We really do consider ourselves a family ... and so they are our
brothers. You just don't say, ‘You’re not our brother any longer,’ *
Skudlarek said.

"The kind of ongoing supervision and mentoring that goes on here —
they are in fact at much less risk of re-offending than they would be If
they were simply sort of cut loose and on thelr own, and In fact, this
makes for 2 more safe situation.”

Bik, 57, and Wallmering, 65, live in the monastery and work under
restrictions in the abbey “where their activities are guided by Indlvidual
plans of accountability,”

“That would mean in terms of freedom to travel, whether or not they
could travel unaccompanied, the necessity of informing a superlor in
the monastery when they would be leaving campus, what parts of the
campus they are restricted from,” Skudlarek said.

Bik’s main responsibilities were teaching theology and working In
campus ministry at St. John's Preparatory School until 2002,

Blumeyer, an Iowa native, served as assistant pastor at the Church of
St. Augustine in St. Cloud from 1965-68.

He died of a heart, attack In 1983 at the age of 61.

Wollmering's main responsibilities were teaching psychology and
working in the counsellng center at St, John’s Unlversity until 2003; he
Is now retired.

Assistance

“One of the reasons for being forthcoming with names is it allows
those who may have been victims or affected to come forward with a
certaln degree of confidence that they will be heard,” Skudlarek said.

St. John's Abbey has contracted with the Walk-In Counseling Center In
Minneapolis, which Is independent of the abbey, to provide asslstance
to victims of sexual abuse.

“We really do want to reach out to those who have been harmed in
any way. We also want to provide for our members who have offended
the kind of assistance they need to move on and to make reparations,”
Skudlarek said.
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St. John’s Abbey has also contracted with Project Pathfinder Inc., a
nonprofit organization that assesses offenders and develops
recommendations for treatment.

*Those indlvidual plans of accountability (for Bik and Wollmering) are
drawn up and worked out with Pathfinder, ... and basically what they
determine is the risk factor of something like this happening again,”
Skudlarelk said.

The abbey’s external review board has met with the victims and made
recommendations to Klassen for additional support for their “emotional
and spiritual recovery.”

I think the other thing that's important, maybe, to underline is there
has been no recidlvism since these allegations were brought forward,”
Skudlarek sald Friday.

Skudlarek said he was not aware whether the nature of the allegations
against the three constituted any sort of criminal behavlior,

“If there were anything here in which law enforcement would need to
be involved with, that would immediately be reported — that’s our
policy,” Skudlarek said.

How to repaort abuse or get help:

Victims of sexual abuse related to the St. John's monastic community
can receive free and confidential assistance from the Walk-In
Counseling Center in Minneapolis by calling (612) 870-0565. For
Information, visit www,walkin,ora.

Review board

St. John's Abbey’s external review board was established In 2003 as
part of the abbey's response to allegations of sexual misconduct by
some of Its members.

The nine-member board meets monthly and reports on key issues
ranging from assessment and supervision of offenders to assistance for

victims.

Source: St. John’s Abbey.
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July 31, 2006

The Rev. Kevin McDonough

Vicar General

Atrchdiocese of Saint Paul and Minneapolis

226 Summit Avenue

Saint Paul, MN 55102

Dear Kevin,

As per our phone conversation in June, hete is narrative account
of Father Robert Blumeyer’s behavior towards him. Itis dated July 17, but I only
teceived it on July 28,

In my conversation with him, I was careful to ask when this behavior took place,
and he said without hesitation that it was in Junc, 1976.

I am sending copies of his letter to out legal teamn and to the chair of our Extet-
nal Review Boatd.

Sometime in the middle of August I would like to speak with you to detetmine
how best to proceed.

Sincerely,

Abbot John Klassen, OSB

Encl: Copy of « letter dated July 17
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July 31, 2006

Fot your awareness and that of the Extetnal Review Board, I am sending you a

copy of a letter I received from on July 28.
Sincerely,

Abbot John Klassen, OSB

Encl: Copy of letter dated July 17
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July 31, 2006
Robett T. Stich, Esq.
STICH, ANGELL, KREIDLER & DODGE, P.A.
The Crossings, Suite 120
250 Second Avenue South
Minneapolis, MN 55401-2190
Deat Bob,
For your awareness I am sending you a copy of a letter I received from
on July 28, 2006. We (you, Brother Benedict, Mike Ford, and I) will have
to determine how to respond.

T have also sent a copy to Father Kevin McDonough and to , the chair
of the Extetnal Review Board.

Sincerely,

Abbot John Klassen, OSB

Encl: Copy of letter dated July 17
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Abbey names 3 more accused abusers

® The names have been added to the list of St. John's
Abbey derics who have faced plausible allegations of
sexual abuse recently orin the more distant past.*

By PAMELA MILLER
poilla@starkibunscom

The names of three priests
accused of sexual misconduct,
primarily in the 1970s and “80s,
have beenreleased by St. John's
Abbey in Collegeville, Minn.,
nhhcy oﬂ' cials said Wednes-

Thz abbey’s external re-
view board, created in 2003 in
tesponse to sex-abuse allega-
tons, included the pames in
its annual report to Abbot John
Klassen, said the Rev. William
Skudlarek, Klassen's executive
assistant.

The abbey has rc!eascd‘
about 13 other names in recent
years, Skudlarek said The pew-
ly named:

+ The Rev. Robert Hlumeyer,
accused posthumously losl year
| ofhaving hnd a relation-
ship with a young man from
1969 to 1979, when he was nssis~
tant pastor at St. Bartholomew
Parish in Wayzala, Blumeyer,
who was associated with the

abbey, died in 1983 at age 6.

+ The Rev. Michael Bik, 57
accused in 1997 of sexual con-
tact with two teenagers in the
19705, before he joined the ab-
bey and bafore hit’ ordina-
tion. Bik taught theology and
waorked in campus minisiry a1
St. John's I’:epmlory Schuol
uhitil 2002,

* The Rev, Bruce Wollmer-
ing. 65, a retired St. John's psys
chology teacher and counsel-
or, sccused in 2004 of sexual
misconducl with'a student In
the 1980s,

Bik and Wollmering are
among about 10 accused com-
munity members who live at
the abbey under restrictions,
Skud said. They may not
do ministeria) . work and are
limited in where they may tmv-
cl, said Lee Hanley, the abbey's

- communications director,

The review board, which
mueets monthly, crafts plans for
abusers on the basis of recom-
mendations from Project Path-
finder Inc, a nonprofit group

with which it has contracted
to assess offenders and recom-
mend trealment and restriction
plans, Hanley said. The abbey
wlso has & contract with Min-
neapolis’ Walk-In Counseling
Center to help victims,

Skudlarek, who bas been at
the abbey slnce 195}, said he
believes atmse has been great-
ly reduced. "We have dramati-
cally helghtened awareness of
behavior and boundaries, and
kmow now how very devastat-
ing this kind of abuse can be,”
be said.

Suzanne Severson, co-mod-
erator of Twin Cities Voice of
the Faithfu), said her group “ap-
preciates any efforts at improv.
ing transparency in relation to
sexual abuse in the chuech But
Bob Schwidersld, who ls active
in several victims' advocacy
groups, said St. John's Abbey,
could do mare to help victims.

Swifter relcase of names and
closer coordination with law
enforcement officlals and vie-
tims’ advocacy groups would
improve St. John's response
system, Schwidersld sald, -

Pamela Mllier « B12-673-4190
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Monk

kept his
job after
claims

Abbot: If accusations
came to us now, we
would act differently

By David Unze

and Frank Lee -
dunze@etcloudiimes.comy
fclee@steloudtinim.com

COLLEGEVILLE — A
merber of the St, John’s mo-
nastic community continued
to work at St. John's Prepara-
tory School for five years after
he was aceused of sexual mis-
conduct,

The allegations against the
Rev. Michael Bik were made
in 1997 and
included ac-
cusations of
incidents with
two teen-age
boys in the {2
1970s, be- :
fore he Joined John Kiassen

8t Ju!;n bﬂ ;r!h nﬁ:r:m“-ﬁ'r‘nm

bey an fore

his ordination, “*)¢fgenl’
"With respect to Bik, if it

came to us todny we'would

have handled it differently]” Ab-

bot John Kinssen said.

Bik — and the Revs. Bruca
Wollmerinz and Robert Dlu-
meyer — were named in a
July 28 statement by the ab-
bey conccrning alleged sexual
m;ct;;duct i{:om t zl.ls?r(!}‘s
and 1980s. Bik stoppoilwork-
ing ut the schobl in 2004,

It was at that time we said it
isinappropriafe for Michael to
continue to be working in that
sitvation,” Klassen said. 2

See ST. JOHIN'S, 5A &

LOCAL » Sunday,Aug.6,2006 « 5A

FROM PAGE 1A

&khfhW

Revelations i

The accusations ngainst the late Blumeyer
were made in September and Involved a teens
age bay Blumeyer kneiw as an assistint postor at
a Wayzala parish starting in 1969, ,,

“We have hed two additional fmp\eeom: for-
ward against Father Robert Blumeyer in June
and July 2006, sloce the abbey disclosed the al+
, legations agalnst Blumeyer in May, K]men said.

Noth victims are males,
' *Wollmering was accused In 2004 by a
St. John's University student of sexval harass~
rment that alleyedly started when he was a soplio-
smore in 1984 and lasted untid he graduatpd.

“Oneof the reasons we feltimperntive.to make
this publicat this time js that if there axe other
victims, they can come forwanl” Klussen said

Wollmering retred in 2004 as chair of the
St. John's psychology departmoent — the sa.mc
year the accusations \wmgmlkd agninsthim,

“He wished to step down at the time.... in: rc.l:v

tion to this and some other Issues,” lﬂnmm said.
Bik and Wollmering eould not be reached for
comment.

Reachingout -

Klassen said there are 10 members of St John’s

monastic community who are on restriction —
“supervision,” as he prefesred to call jt — mrJud-
ing Bik and Wollmerin;

. other words, n\mi:ﬁnm ofstut.ll.'nl msidenec
halls on campus, situations where hie wold have
the capecity to develop a relationship with un-
dergraduate men and ongoing attention to living
monastery life and therapy!” Klassen said,

‘Ihe Revs, Cosmas Dahlhelmer and Joha Ei-
denschink, who were on the restriction list as far
back as 2002, have sinee died.’

“With, Wollmenug. the inappropriate behav-
for was not.the sexunl abuse of a minor, 1t was
sexunl harssment, aml.lm my mind there isa dif-
ferunce. Klassen said,"

Klassen ulsq was conccrncd ‘ubout those
woilmenug may have counseled us chauir of the
St Joln's psychology departnent in Ool!cﬁmd!!b,
whelher any m‘lscunducl aceurred and how to
helpthem. ¢+ -

The abbey is mnk{ng {ts concerns nboul
Wollmering public because the confidentlality
surrounding counseling records prevents direct
communication,
i+ iThe -l]egunam against Wik dWollmerlng
“were mude public ufter the ahg;fs external re-

;g‘ni@?m}%\iwbmimd its annid 1eport to Klas-

Féeiadditigabhey’s senfor coustl.

v The réview board has been very helpful .. be-
cause they really have urged us to make these al-
legutions public;' Klassen sald.

That, way, if there are additional victims, they
can receive the lge;p:thq-ncd.h:said.
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Abbey defends
its handling of
clergy offenses

'.?Punkm

T Frdved e
srwmsrm—a.nhauhwnw

10y the claima made Wedbeulsy by a nadonal sd

l:tw:twphuhwmlmzn m-tbmue

The calls the abbays eveatuad diselesmre
o mosd'b’:m Mesai e
¢
d *reprehen- MORE INSIDE
5“'.5“ and “repre

“Our fear bs that dunng, lmodam:l\:lu

hese inaxcusable delap by
the wbbay, other kids may fetheip, Pago 6A.
liave been b and were ——————
certalnly put at sk’ sald
David Clobessy of St Lowly, Ma.

Claheasy s the nationad direcior afSumvnn
Network of thosa Abused by
“Priests, or SHAP, which had a” [
oows canfreence Wednesday 5
outside s Catholic bigh school ia
St Louls Park.

*Thiey sre at least Imp!
recklcainoss on our part thats L
slenply uncalled for,’ said tha m.“
_Rew Willlen Steudlarek, spohes Siomdiarek
ma for Sy Johifs Ahlaqu.n Colv Aoy sates
legerille.  * —- fespersniy

Full disclosure

egetions agalost the My, Michac] umm
lmdel.n 1907 and luwolred t\\vmmbz;‘
dn mm.hhn 2“ the Catholic abbay

'M:bol John (Elassen) has
aleady explicitly vald [fwe had B
kaown Lo 1997 what we now

Jenow— nud fhees his been an

incrediie mmount Bot
onlydn the church but by socey
about sexual abuse since 1.\:“ Juohn Mlaspen

~— we woud have done thingy Avosy rastric
differently” Sudiarel: sald i s

Dk w?: allowed 1o work st "%
St Jolns Preparatory School in Colegevills for

fee SNAY, BA >
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FROM PAGE 1A

SNAP

Evuuu ;ﬂarluw accugyed
“'W dulin“:' bere with
‘o waro ere
allegations of abuse that took
lace decades earller before

Sﬂl?m 155¢ Jolu?

al
Cloheesy, & victim of snxval
abuse by a dleric, and any in
formation the Collageville ab-
lm- his 'tqudins Bexy Al mise

HOWT0 REPORT
ABUSE OR GET HELP

Victims of smuml sbuse re-
laled o the 5L John's monastie
can receb froe,

oonfidantial esslstance from
inbineppcs R (63
n o
100565, For lnlnm::im. vl
valkinomg.
ONTHENEY

Sgethe Iotter SNAPsant
Wadnenday to Abbot John Kigs

sen. Gotowwwclimes.comand
click on thig story,

A4 h
wned wm;»llae.
Jifk, 67, and the Rew, Bruce
Wellmecing, 66, lve in the
and work under re-
strictions “where tholr acthvitin
are sulded by Individua) ‘rhnl
of nceountabilicy” Skudiarek
id last 1nogth.
"We thiok common “ni::

+and common decancy mal:“
ithat e}l lnformatien
surpteted sex erimes shiould
be given to lodependent of-
ficials in law enforcament —
not to biased, untrained chinch
oflicials,” Clohicssy said by
phone afier Wednesday's news
coufesence.
The work restrictions by
the abbey Incdlude “svoldance
of srudent resldence balls on
mna. up; Elussen hud oqrlior
Si

"§¥e know that abhey officiale
clalon they monitor thass guys,
lm the stmple 'n'l:ll;-: Is 0o one
ac

i

SNAP

Accusations against the lave
Tev, Robers Blumeyer were
made in Septesbes, u\wluing
& tees-age boy Blumeyer knew
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SAINT JOHN’'S ABBEY

Office of the Abbot

September 15, 2006

I ain writing to acknowledge receipt of yout lerter to me with a written account of
the abuse you suffered feom the late Fr. Robert Blumeyer and of the effects that abuse has
had on your life.

First of all, on behalf of the monastic community of Saint John’s I waat to apologize
for the grave harm that onc of our members inflicted on you. 1 also want to thank you for
your courage in coming forward ar this time. The pain you have suffeeed from this incident
has been enormous, and you have boene it for thitry years. As you said, informing us now
of the person who was responsible for this incident has dredged up once again all the
suffering and mental anguish he brought upon you and your family. I hope and pray that
your willingness to make this incident known, as difficult as it was for you 1o do that, will
help to remove the feelings of shame and restore your sbility to trust others.

I want to assure you, _ that when we said in the patish bulletin of Saint
Bartholomew’s Church in Wayzata that only one victim had come forward, we were not in
anyway discounting the fact thut you and your mother had repotted the incident to
Mousignor Durand shortly after it happened, ot that the Abbor had contacted your mother
in response to a ¢all he had received from Monsignor Durand. There was nothing in Fr,
Blumever’s file to indicate that the Abbot had heard from your mother, and thus we were
not aware that this incident had been reported. There was a reference in the file to some
kind of unacceptable behavior that had taken place at this time, but 110 details were given
and there was no indication that the behavior was in any way sexual.

Finally, I want you to know that 1 have been trying to sct up a meeting with the
Archdiocese of Saint Paul and Minneapolis to discuss out response to what you believe a fair
settlement would be. Thus far we have beea unable ro find a time when it would be possible
for all the people who need to be involved to meet. 1am going to be away for the rest of the
month, but my secretary will continue to work on scheduling this meeting, and I hope that it
will be able to take place in early October. T will be back in touch with you to let you know
where things stand.

P.O. BOX 2015, COLLEGEVILLE, MINNESOTA 56321-2013
Phone: (320) 363-2546  Fax: (320) 363.3082 » E-mail: abbol@osb.org @ Web: saintjohnsabbey.org
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Thank you again, for bringing this painful incident to my attention. I promise
to do all T can to respond compassionately and justly.

Yours sincerel

Joha Klassen, OSB
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Scptetnber 15, 2006

1 am writing to acknowledge receipt of your letter to me with a written account of the abuse
you suffered from the late Fr. Robert Blumcyer and of the cffects that abuse has had on your
life. ’

First of all, on behalf of the monastic community of Saint John's I want to apologize for the
grave hatm that one of our members inflicted on you. I also want to thank you for your cout-
age in coming forward at this time, The pain you have suffered from this incident has been
enormous, and you have botne it for thirty years. As you said, informing us now of the person
who was responsible for this incident has dtedged up once again all the suffering and mental
anguish he brought upon you and your family, 1 hope and pray that your willingness to make
this incident known, as difficult as it was for you to do that, will help to remove the feelings of
shame and restore your ability to trust others,

T want to assute you, that when we said in the parish bulletin of Saint Bartholomew's
Church in Wayzata that only one victim had come forward, we were not in anyway discounting
the fact that you and your mother had repotted the incident to Monsignor Durand shortly after
it happened, or that the Abbot had contacted your mother in response to a call he had received
from Monsignor Durand. Thetc was nothing in Fr. Blumeyer’s file to indicate that the Abbot
had hcard from your mothet, and thus we were not awate that this incident had been reported.
There was a refercnce in the file to some kind of unacceptable behavior that had taken place at
this time, but no demils were given and there was no indication that the bchavior was in any
way sexual,

Finally,  want you to know that I have been trying to set up a mecting with the Archdiocese of
Saint Paul and Minneapolis to discuss our response to what you believe a fair settlement would
be. Thus far we have been unable to find a ime when it would be possible for all the people
who need to be involved to meet. T am going to be away for the rest of the month, but my
secretary will continue to work on scheduling this meeting, and I hope that it will be able to
take place in eatly October. I will be back in touch with you to let you know where things
stand.

Thank you again, for bringing this painful incident to my attention, I promise to do all I
can to tespond compassionately and justly.

Yours sincerely,

Abbot John Klassen, OSB

0SB BLUMEYER_00211
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B UINLIVAN &

Writer's Email: mford@quindivan.com
Whrirter's Divect Dial; (320) 258-7848

UGHES, PA.

il ArrToreeys A Law

January 04, 2007

RE: Claim involving Robert Blumeyer, O.S.B. (deceased)
Qur File #12701.12227

Enclosed please find a copy of the Release of All Claims which, as you will note,
releases all persons and entities against whom claims might have been made for the
actions of Fr. Blumeyer.

As was stated mulliple times during our January 2" meeting, you have the right to have
this document reviewed by an altorney of your choice. I told you during that January 2"
meeting that the Abbey would reimburse you for up 10 § 5,000 of costs related to such a
review by an attorney.

1 understand that you have decided to proceed without the benefil of counse).

Please call me so that we can schedule a dale and time to meet and exchange a signed
copy of the release for a drafl in payment of the settlement. I would expect it to take at
least a week 1o ten days fiom today’s date for me to assemble the funds needed to make

that payment.

Sincerely,

—

nbHTFord
Attorney at Law
MIF/mjf

Saint Clowrd Office

Wells Figo Cenver

400 Sowth First Streer, Suiwe 000

Phone 3209513414 Fax 120.251,1413

Litdde Fiuth Qffice
Firs) Sticet Suiles
107 First Steent SE, Suiee 105

Phone 320.632.0440

Luveiwe Qffier

120 Noceh MeKenzie Sueer
Phone 307449 944
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BC:
Wi/encl

Andrew J, Eisenzimmer

Chancellor for Civil Affairs

Archdiocese of Saint Paul and Minneapolis
226 Summit Ave.

St. Paul, MN 55102-2197

William Skudlarek, OSB
Executive Director

Monastic Interrelgious Dialogue
Saint Joha's Abbey
Collegeville, MN 56321
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RELEASE OF ALL CLAIMS

being of lawiul age, for the sole consideration of

¥ plus the payment for eight (8) more counseling sessions through
February 3, 2007, does hereby and for his heirs, executors, adminisirators, successors and assigns
release, acquit and forever discharge the Order of St. Benedict, Saint John’s Abbey and the
Archdiocese of Saint Paul and Minneapolis and the parish of Saint Beniface as well as their
agents, servants, successors, heirs, executors, adminisirators, members and all other persons,
firms, corporations, associations or partnerships, from any and all claims, actions, causes of
action, demands, rights, damages, costs, loss or service, expenses or compensation whatsoever,
to include past, present, or future therapy after February 3, 2007 which the undersigned now has
on account of or in any way growing out of any and all known and unknown, foreseen, and
unforeseen property damage or personal or bodily injury and the consequences thercof regarding
orin any way flowing out of a claim for damages against Father Robert Blumeyer, 0.S.B., the
Order of St, Renedict and Saint John's Abbey and the Archdiocese of Saint Paul and
Minneapolis and the parish of Saint Boniface atising out of thc actions of Father Robert
Blumeyer, O.S.B. (deceased).

It is understood and agreed that this settlement Is a compromise of a disputed claim, not to be
construed as an admission of liability on the part of any party, and that the parties released by
this document deny liability for the incident and intend merely 1o avoid litigation and buy their
peace.

further declares and represent that no pramise, inducement or agreement not
expressed herein has been made to the undersigned, that he has declined legal counsel, that this
release contains the entirc agrecment between the parties hereto, and that the terms of this releasc
are contractual and nhot a mere recital,

HAS READ THE FORGOING RELEASE AND FULLY UNDERSTANDS

Dated:

Subscribed before me this ___ day of
January, 2007.

Notary Public

0SB BLUMEYER_00220
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ra

Skudlarek, Willlam

From: Michael J. Ford [MFord@quinlivan.com)

Sent:  Tuesday, Januery 09, 2007 12:04 PM

To: Michael J. Ford; Elsenzimmer, Andrew

Cc: Leuthner, Benedict; Skudlarek, William

Subject: !]RGE Setilement - Correction, the check will hopefully be malled on January, not May,

Dear Andy:
Cotrection, the check will hopefully ba mailed on January, not May, 16.

Sincerely:

Michael J. Ford
Quinllvan & Hughes, P.A.
1-800-325-5650
1-320-281-1414
1-320-258-7848

FAX 251-1415
mford@gquinlivan.com

The information contalned in this emall message may be privileged and confidential. Itis intended anly for the use
of the individual or entity to whom It Is sent. if the recipient of this Iransmiltal Is nol the intended recipient, or an
employee or agent responsible to dellver If to the intended reciplent, any dissemination, distribution or copying of
thls communication ig strictly prohibited. If you have raceived this communication In error, please immediately
notify us by emall and return the original message to us at mford@quintivan.com.

From: Michael J, Ford

Sent: Tuesday, January 09, 2007 11:56 AM
To: ‘Elsenzimmer, Andrew'

Cc: 'Leuthner, Benedict'; "Skudlarek, Willlam'
Subject: ¢ Settlement

Dear Andy:

We have racelved it.

Many thanks,

| have written t advising him generalfy that there will be a period of time that will have to pass unti the
funds are available to me in my trust account to issue a trust account check to him for payment of the agreed
upon settlement (I have not discussed with him where the funds that are being deposited in to my trust account
are coming from).

My trust account custodian wlill then check with our depository bank dally until it has been confirmed that both the

Abbey and Diocese checks have cleared and the funds are then avaliable. Immediately upon those funds being
available | will issue a trust account check and mall that to

1/9/2007
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In the mean time, | expect to have received from an executed, notarized, copy of the settiement
agreament,

if i don't have that executed ssillement agreament in hand by the lime that the trust account check is ready lo be
issued | wiil call and make arrangements for a face to face meeting at a location of his choice (likely to
be a Perkins Restaurant in Vadnais Helghts) where wae can exchange check and executed release (I am a notary
and will notarize his signature at that meeting if nacessary).

and | have agreed orally to @ mall exchange of settlement release for check so this face to face
varsion is simply a fall back process should something go amiss with the receipt of the executed seftlement
release,

1 hope ta be able to mail the check on or abaut May 16th. .

Sincerely:

Michael J. Ford
Quinlivan & Hughes, P.A,
1-800-325-5650
1-320-251-1414
1-320-258-7848

FAX 251-1415
mford@gquinlivan.com

The information contalned in this emall message may be privileged and confidential. It Is intended only for the use
of the individual or entity to whom it is sent, If the recipient of this ransmittal )s not the intended recipient, or an
employee or agent responsible to deliver it to the intended recipient, any dissemination, distribution or copying of
this communication Is strictly prohibited. If you have received this communication in eror, please immediately
notify us by email and return the original message to us at mford@quinlivan.com.

From: Elsenzimmer, Andrew [mailto:elsenzimmera@archspm.org]
Sent: Tuesday, January 09, 2007 11:43 AM

To: Michael J. Ford

Subject: Settlement

Michael, we sent late yesterday, by over-night FedEx, our check for our portion of the
settlement proceeds. Would you confirm by reply e-mail once you have received that?

Andrew J. Eisenzimmer

Chancellor for Civil Affairs

The Archdiocese of Saint Paul and Minneapolis
226 Summit Avenue

Saint Paul, MN 55102-2197

Telephone: 651.291.4405

Facsimile: 651.290.1629
eisenzimmera@archspm.org

NOTICE~Thia s-mail may contain confldential ond privileged materis] for the aole use of the intended reciplenta(s). Any review or disribution by others is strictly

1/9/2007
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o T4 UGHES, PA.
w5l ArTorngys AT Law

Keith F. 1uglhes

Gerld L. Thoren
Kevia A. Spellacy
Michuc! J. Ford
Michre! T. Milligan
Dennis J. (Mike) Sullivan
Michaet T, Feichtinger
Steven R. Schweygman®®
Michael D. LaFountuine
Ronald W, Brundenbucg
Bradley W, Hanson
Kenneth H. Bayliss
Michuel C, Rajhowski
Dyan ). Ebers

Luke M. Seifert

Relxri I Cunninghain
Melinda M. Sanders
Thomas ), Chrivienson*
Mary B. Mahlar

Heidi N. Thaennes
Shelly M. Davie

John ). Hoefs*

John H Wenker

James 8. McAlpine
Krista 1. Durtwachiter
Loure A. Steffes

Retired:
Jolin D. Quinlivan
“Quialified ADR Netitsal

MDA Curtifird Chuit
Tvial Speciolins

Mailing Address
PO Bax 1008
Saint Cloud, MN 56302

wivw.quinlivan.com

. UINLIVAN &

Writer's Emall: mford@quinlivan.com
Writee's Direct Dial: (320) 258-7843

January 08, 2007

This follows up our telephone conference of January 5* during which you inquired in to
the time frame for delivery of a check in payment of the settlemnent that we
have negotiated,

As [ explained, as soon as the funds necessary to pay that settlement are delivered to my
law firm's trust account and are made available for disbursecment, I will issue a law firm

trust account check in the amount of

You expressed a preference in our January 5™ discussion to my mailing that check to
you after you had signed the release, and had your signature notarized, and returned that
refease lo me,

1 belicve that the funds needed to pay the settlement should be deposited in my Jaw
firm’s trust account and thercafter deemed available for disbursement by Tuesday,
January 16" if all goes as planned.

T will, thereafter, immediately cause my law firm’s trust account draft made payable to
you in the amount of to be issued and will mail that to you.

Enclosed for your convenience is another copy of the release along with a stamped, self-
addressed envelope.

Sincerely,

ok atd

Michael J. Ford

Attorney at Law
MIF/malfA97770

Enclosure

Snint Clond Office
Wells Farga Center
400 South First Street, Sulte 600

Phoue 320251.1414  Fox 320,253 1415

Lattle Falh Office
First Street Sulres
107 Firat Streec SE, Suite 105

Phone 320.632.0440

Luverne Offlea

120 North McKenzie Street
Phoue 507.449.9944
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January 8, 2007
Puge 2

BC: Andrew ], Eisenzimmer
Chanosllar for Civil} Affairs
Archdiocese of Saint Paul and Minneapolis
226 Summit Ave.
St. Pau), MN 55102-2197

Willlam Skudlarek, OSB
Executive Director

Monastic Interrelglous Dialogue
Saint John's Abbey
Collegeville, MN 56321

Benedict Leuthnet, O.8.B.
Treasurer

Order of St. Benedict

Saint John's Business Office
Wimmer Hall 202, Box 2222
Collegeville, MN 56321-2222

03B BLUMEYER_00224



RELEASE OF ALL CLAIMS

being of lawful age, for the sole consideration of

plus the payment for eight (8) more counseling sessions through
February 3, 2007, does hereby and for his heits, executors, administrators, successors and assigns
release, acquit and forever discharge the Order of St. Benedict, Saint John's Abbey and the
Archdiocese of Saint Paul and Minneapolis and the parish of Saint Boniface as well as their
agents, scrvants, successors, heirs, executors, administrators, members and all other persons,
firms, corporations, associations or partnerships, from any and all claims, actions, causes of
action, demands, rights, damages, costs, loss or service, expenses or compensation whatsocver,
to include past, present, or future therapy afler February 3, 2007 which the undersigned now has
on account of or in any way growing out of any and all known and unknown, forcseen, and
unforeseen property damage or personal or bodily injury and the consequencos thereof regarding
or in any way flowing out of a claim for damages against Father Robert Blumeyer, O.S.B., the
Order of St. Benedict and Saint John’s Abbey and the Archdiocese of Saint Paul and
Minncapolis and the parish of Saint Boniface arising out of the actions of Father Robert
Blumeyer, O.S.B. (dcceased).

[t is undcrstood and agreed that this settlement is a compromise of a disputed claim, not (o be
construed as un admission of liability on the part of any party, and that the parties relcased by
this document deny liability for the incident and intend merely lo avoid litigation and buy their
peace.

further declares and represent thatl no promise, inducement or agreement not
expressed herein has been made to the undersigned, that he has declined legal counsel, that this
release contains the entire agreement between the parties hereto, and that the teems of this relcase
are contractual and not a mere recital.

HAS READ THE FORGOING RELEASE AND FULLY UNDERSTANDS

Daicd:  J/—/6-87

Subseribed before me this /6 day of
Jynuary, 2007,

AWl

Nutary Public

"~ MELINDA M. SANDERS

1) NOTARY PUBLIC - MINNESOTA {
5 My Commission Explies Ji

Z2ese
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Office of the Abbot

@4/

"

SAINT JOHN'S ABBEY f
%

November 27, 2007

Dcar Councilor:

With this letter I include three documents: 1) the account by a victim of sexual
misconduct which occurred in June of 1976; 2) a letter from Archbishop Roach written to Abbot
John Bidenschink on June 30 of 1976, and 3) a letter from Abbot John Eidenschink to
Archbishop Roach on July 8, 1976. 1believe that the account which is given by the victim is
what triggered the letters between Abbot John and Archbishop Roach.

1 am asking you as a Council for your support to go to the manastic chapter to dclegate
authority to the Council to determine an amount to sctile this case. I plan to bring it to the
community on December 5.

Sincerely,,

—— AHin
Ablof John Klassen, OSB

-

P.O. BOX 2015, COLLEGEVILLE, MINNESOTA 56321-2015
Phone: (320) 363-2546 * Fax: (320) 363-3082 v BE-mail: abbut@osb.rg « Web: saintjuhnsabbey.org
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Ford, Michael J.

From: Michael J. Ford

Sent: 02/28/2008 03:23:30 PM

To: Elsenzimmer, Andrew

cc:

BCC:

Attachmente:

Priomty: . Normal

Request: None

Securlty: Normal

Dellvar After 0 daya(s)

Subject: (Order of SL Ben (insurance)) claim by invoiving Fr. Robert Blumeyer,
0.8.B. (deceased)

Dear Andy:

Attached piease find the typed narrative provided by to

Abbot John Klassen, O.S.B. and Greta Sawyer on February 14t

| believe that Fr. William Skudlarek, 0.8.8, may have already provided, at the

Abbot's direction, of the enclosed narrative to Fr. Kevin
McDonough.

Abbot John reports that stated to the Abbot and Ms Sawyer that he
was a good friend of that the two of them ran away together to
California, that had been sexually
abused by a priest, but that never shared with the

Identity of the priest or the details of the abuse.

Also attached are two narratives relating to The first narrative Is
handwritten and dates back to 1997 and is believe to have been written by

0SB BLUMEYER_00234



The second narrative is dated 10-31-05 and is a letter from Fr. McDonough to
Abbot Klassen reporting on a meeting Fr. iKevin had with on 10-28-
05.

| have reviewed all three narratives and find that while there are similarities, there
are differences. For example, describes a refationship that extended
from approximately 1969 in to 1970. By contrast, reports a one-time
encounter.in the summer of 1970.

| believe that Fr. Blumeyer was an Assistant Pastor at St. Bartholomew Parish in
Wayzata from 1969 to 1972 and was Pastor in 1972 and 1973.

Could you verify that or his family were parish members during that
time period?

Sincerely:

Michael J. Ford

Quinlivan & Hughes, P.A.

1-800-325-5650

1-320-251-1414

1-320-258-7848

FAX 251-1415

mford@quinlivan.com <mailto:mford@quinlivan.com>

NOTICE: This £-mail (including attachments) is covered by the Electronic
Communications Privacy Act, 18 US.C. §§ 2510-2521. This e-mail and any files
transmitted with it are confidential and are intended solely for the use of the individual or
entity to whom they are addressed. This communication may aiso contain material
protected by the attorney-client privilege. If you are not the intended reciplent or the
person responsible for delivering the e-mail to the intended recipient, be advised that you

OS8 BLUMEYER_00235



have received this e-mail in error and that any use, dissemination, forwarding, printing or
copying of this e-mail is strictly prohibited. If you have received this e-mail in error,
Please notifyy us immediately by replying to this e-mail and then delete this e-mail and any

attachmems from your computer.
CIRCULAR 230 DISCLOSURE: Any tax advice contained in this emall including any

attachmerts (unless expressly stated otherwise) is not intended or written to be used, and
cannot be used, for purposes of avoiding penalties under the Internal Revenue Code.
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My name is I was born on March 3. 1855. [ grew up In
Wayzata, Minnesota with my parents _,two older
sisters, and one clder brother. | was brought up in the Cathalic Church. We were
members of St. Bartholomews parish. | was confirmed,made my first communion
and also served as an alter boy. | attended St. Bartholomews Grade School from
the 1st through 6th grades.

In my seventh grade year | began attending Wayzata Junior Migh School while
also aitending catichisom clasees or CCD as we used to call them. It was around
this time that Father Robert Blumeyer came to St. Bartholomews as assistant pastor
and also served as our CCD Instructor. He was very popular with us young teens
because he seemed to relate to us and how we were feeling. | remember my mother
saying "How good Father Roberts was with the kids."” She really admired him. Father
Roberts would occassionly take us youths on short day irips and outings. One time,
| recall he took us to a house full of young colledge aged men up near 8t, Cloud. He
said he was their unofficial spirltual leader,

On one day in the summer of 1970, Father Roberis invited me to come and
spend the night at the rectory. Locking back this should probably have raised a red
flag, but at the time it did not seem to out of the ordinary seeing how | had gone on
other day trips with him and there had never been any reason not to trust him. After
getling permission from my parents, Father Roberts picked me up and brought me
to the rectory where we had dinner. After dinner, Father Roberts asked me if | would
like a drink, | said sure. So he gave me a drink mixed with brandy and 7-Up. It
tasted good and I drank it fairly quickly. After that he made me a second then a third
drink, Shortly after this, we left the rectory in his car and he drove us into downtown
Minneapolis, Minnesota. He took me into a bath house where there were other
older men. He encouraged me to undress and take a steam bath with him and the
others. | told him 1 was uncomfortable with doing that, but he assured me It would be
OK. Sol finally agreed to undress. It didn't take long for the combination of alcohol
and heat to make me become dizzy. Father Roberts helped me get dressed and
then took me back to the rectory. He led me to an upstairs bedroom where he
helped me to remove my clothes. He told me to lie down and relax. He left the room
mamentarily then returned with a towsl. He then began to fondle my genitels untill
my penis became erect, | said this is wrong, but he kept telling me it was OK and a
perfectlly natural thing to do. He continued to masturbate me until | ejacutated Into
the towle. He then unzipped his pants and exposed his penis to me and asked me
to masterbate him. | said no but he kept saying it was ok. | began to cry and he left
the room. | fayed there crying untill | finally fell asleep. | awoke early the next
morning, got dressed and left the rectory without seeing or speaking to anyone. |
was so confused and felt so ashamed. | felt like | could not tell anyone what had
happened. Being my first sexual experiance | wondered, does this mean | am gay?.
Did | do something wrong that God was punishing me for?. Certainly | fell it was my
fault, if for no other reason than | let myself be put into the situation in the first place.
| vowed | would ncver again allow something like this to occur. | no longer trusted
anyone, especially male authority figures. | began to withdraw from my parents. 1
stopped attending CCD classes and eventually stopped attending church. This was
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the cause of much discourse betwsen my folks and myself, but | could not bring
myself to let them know the truth. My mother loved him so much. 1 felt if | ever told
her what had happened It would kil her. | began to use alcohol and drugs. 1 had lost
all self esteem. | had lost all my faith In the church, in God, In everything | had been
ralsed to belleve In.My grades at school began to slip.| quit playing football, of wich |
had been a starter on both offense and defense. | continued living at home but
things deteriorated 10 the point that when | was seventeen | quit school and ran
away from home. | spent the next year living on the streets In Callfornia. | came
back to Minnesota in 1873 but could not go back to living at home.

For the next couple of years | bounced areund from one menial job to the next,
never quite sure where my life wae going, During this time | started experiancing
pain in my lower back. | went to doctors and sought chiropractic treatment but was
unable ta find a cause or a cure for the pain.

) met a women in 1875 and we married in 1978. We had two sons, one born in
1880 and one bom in 1981. | never allowed my sons any contact with the church or
any olher organizatien In which they may be exposed to any unsupervised contact
with anyone. | kept my secret, along with all my feelings buried deep inside of me.
Never aliowing anyone in or to get to close to me, as to nol lel myself be hurt again.
| continued using alcohol and drugs to mask the paln and to keep from having to
deal with feelings that | didn't want to admit | even had. In 1985 my wife left me,
taking my two sons back to New Jersey where she was from. | was devastated. The
only two good things Ieft in my life were gone. ) sank into a downward spiral of
depression and alcohol and drug abuse.

Then |n 1988 my Mom died from heart disease. In 1987 Dad died of
complications from diabetes. | was alone. | had lost everyone in life | had ever loved.
Over the next several years, 1 allowed my house to go Into forclosure and filed for
bankrupcy. | managed to get by living off friends, doing odd jobs, and etc. untill my
oldest sister and her husband took me in (o live with them. He was a recovering
alcoholic and got me into the AA program where | was able to give up the alcohol
and drugs,

In 1892 | met a wonderful women whoin | married in 1893. This is when my life
finaly began to turn around. My oldest son came back 1o live with us. | got a good
Job as caretaker on a private estate In Wayzata where | grew up. We have been
hera now going on 15 years. We have three beautiful granddaughters.

In the last year, after reading about other victims of abuse by Father Roberts, |
was able to contact Greta Sawyer at the archdiacies and tell her my story. She
recomended | see a therapist provided by them. | began seeing Ms. Jan Bucher last
year. | am finally able to talk about what happened to me all those years ago. | have
stopped blaming God and myself. | continue to have trouble with lower back pain but
| have become aware that a lot of what I'm feeling Is caused by stress and tension
which could be helped by dealing with the root causes.

After all the numerous doctors visits, chlropractor treatments, and physical
therapy sesslons | have gone through, | have found out that some mental therepy
can also ba helpful. | am beginning to heal both physically and spiritually, Hopefully
one day | will be able to regain my lost faith in the church, whom | slill feel feel was
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responsible for letting someone such as Father Roberts to become a priest and to
prey on myself and other children like ma. He took away my faith, my innocents, my
self esteem and left me feeling only shame, gullt and self doubt.| have lived with
these feelings for thirty seven years now and | am ready to mova on with my life. Not
only did father Roberts take away my falth, but that of my children and now my
grand children.

For this | am asking the church for one an appology, two, compensation of

for the pain and suffering | have endured, for loss of income and eaming

abllity and three the continued cost of counseling so that | may continue to heal,
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Abbot John Klassen's private account

From: Michael J. Ford [MFord@gquinlivan.com)

Sent: Manday, May 18, 2008 10:17 AM

To: Eisenzimmer, Andrew

Subject: Willinaness of the Archdiocese fo contribule ' cowards a setilement of the

claim involving Fr, Robert Blumayer, O.8.B., (deceased)

Dear Mr, Eisenzimmer:

Thank you for your voice mail message of May 16™ confirming the willingness of the Archdiocese 10 contribute
towards a settlement of the claim involving Fr. Robert Blumeyer,

0.S.B., (deceased):

I will keep you informed of the status of settlement negotiations with

Sincerely:

Michael J. Ford

Quinlivan & Hughes, P.A.
1-800-325-5650
1-320-251-1414
1-320-258-7848

FAX 251-1415

mford@quinlivan.com

NOTICE: This E-mail (including attachmenis) is covered by the Electronic Communications
Privacy Act, 18 US.C. §§ 2510-2521, This e-mail and any files transmitted with it are confidential
and are intended solely for the use of the individual or entity 10 whom they are addressed, This
communication may also contain material protected by the attorney-client privilege. If you are not
the intended recipient or the person responsible for delivering the e-mail to the intended recipient,
be advised that you have received this e-mail in error and that any use, dissemination, forwarding,
printing or copying of this e-mail is strictly prohibited. If you have received this e-mail in error,
please notify us immediately by replying to this e-mail and then delete this e-mail and any
attachments from your computer.

CIRCULAR 230 DISCLOSURE: Any tax advice contained in this email including any attachments
(unless expressly stated otherwise) is not intended or wriiten 1o be used, and cannot be used, for
purposes of avoiding penaities under the Internal Revenue Code.

0SB BLUMEYER_00246



Keith B Huglier

Ceruld L, Thorcon

Kuvin A Spellacy
Miclvav] ). Foed*
Michuel T, Mibligun
Dannis J. (Mke) Sullivan
Michuet T. Feichringer®
Steven R, Schwegmunt*®
Michiee) D. LaFountnine
Ronald W. Brandenburg
Brudiey W Hunson
Kennedh H. Bayliss
Michael C, Rujkowski
Dyan J. Ebert®

Luke M. Seifert

Roben I Cuaninghum
Melinda M. Sanders
“Thuinas |, Christenann®*
Mary D. Mahler

Heidi N. Thaennes®
Shelly M. Davis

John K, Wenker

Jomies 8. MeAlpine
Krista L. Durrwicheer
Tawra A. Steffen

Juol M. Frye

O Coumpl-
Joha J. Hoefs*

Retired:
Juhn 13, Quinlivon

‘Qundified ADR Neartrnt

“MINHA (2erifind E Nt Pheok Sporlatise
*lirs beemiiil i Sovod Drbora

Lottro livensent in Noreh Dirkots

Ao licend i Wiromin

Mall &3 Fax Center
TO Rox 1008
Sr. Cloud, MN 56302

Fix 320,251.1415
www.quinlivin.com

UINLIVAN &
UGHES, PA.

ATvronneys AT Law

Writet’s Email: mford@quinlivan.com
Writer’s Direct Dial: (320) 258-7848

June 23, 2008

RE:  Claim involving Fr, Robert Blumeyer, O.S.B. (deceased)

This follows up my letter of June 19t and our brief telephone conversation of
June 20t

Please consider this an offer to settle your claims involving Fr. Robert Blumeyer,
0.S.B. (deceased).

As | explained during our telephone conversation I am legal counsel for St.
John's Abbey.

I have been asked by Abbot John Klassen, 0.8.B. to work with you towards a
resolution of your cleim involving Fr, Blumeyer.

Enclosed by way of reference please find a copy of your written outline of the
facts and circumstances involving that claim.

As you may be aware, yours is not the first claim that has been made with respect
to Fr. Blumeyer.

I have been authorized to offer 1 to settle your claims arising from

Fr. Blumeyer's actions towards you,

While it is our preference to include future therapy in the release covered by this
payment we have, on accasion, negotiated for a specific number of future
therapy sessions.

If this amount is acceptable to you, I will provide you with a draft release that
will release the legal liability of the Order of St, Benedict, Saint John's Abbey, the
Archdiocese of Saint Paul and Minneapolis and the parlshes of Saint
Bartholomew, Saint Boniface and Saint Benedict.

Saint Cloud Office Litfle Faih Qffice | Sioxe Rotly Offiee

Wells Puryo Center Firse Strer Suices 300 Building

400 South Firet Street, Suitc 600 107 Finr Strect SE, Suite 105 300 N, Dakora Avenue, Suite 313
Plione 120.251.1414 Phone 320.632,044¢ Phone 605.271.8161
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Please let me know when you contact me whether or not you wish to discuss the
negotiation of a specific number of future therapy sessions in addition to the

gayment.
you during our conversation Jast week, you are certainly entitled to retain legul
counsel to represent you and in matters of this sort it is always a good idea to do so. Yon
should therefore feel free to consult with counsel and to have that atterney contact me if
you wish,

Sincerely,

— L &
!ﬁd I Tord

Attorney at Law
MJIF/mal/515001
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Michael J. Ford

Quinlivan & Hughes, P.A.
1-800-325-5650
1-320-251-1414
1-320-258-7848

FAX 251-1415

mford@quinlivan.com

NOTICE: This E-mail (including attachinents) is covered by the Electranic. Communications
Privacy Act, I8 US.C. §§ 2510-252]. This e-matl and any files transmitted with it are confidential
and are intended solely for the use of the individual or entity to whom they are addressed. This
communication may also contain material protected by the attorney-client privilege. If you are not
the intended recipient or the pérson responsible for delivering the e-mail to the intended recipient,
be advised that you have received this e-mail in error and that any use, dissemination, forwarding,
printing or copying of this e-mail is strictly prohibited. If you have received this e-mail in error,
please notify us immediately by replying to this e-mail and then delete this e-mail and any
attachments from your computer. '

CIRCULAR 230 DISCLOSURE: Any tax advice contained in this emdil including any attachmenis
(unless expressly stated otherwise) is not intended or written to be used, and cannot be used, for
purposes of avoiding penalties under the Internal Revenue Code.
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Writer's Bmail: miord@quinliven.com
Wrlter's Divect Disl, (320) 258-7848

August 4, 2008

RE:  Claims involving Fr. Blumeyer
QurFile ~ -7 -

Dear

This letter is in response to yours of July 15th, a copy of which I enclose for your
reference:

I have been authorized to renew our offer of June 23rd in the amount of
and to agree to the 12 ‘additional therapy sessions that you requested
in your letter.of July 15th in addition to the payment of

We believe this offer to be consistent with offers we have made with respect to
other claims involving Fr. Blumeyer.

1f this offer is acceptable to you, | will provide you with a draft release that will
release the legal liability of the Order of St. Benedict, Saint John's Abbey, the
Archdiocese of Saint Paul and Minneapolis and the parishes of Saint -
Bartholomew, Saint Boniface and Saint Benedict.

Sincerely,

Michael J. Ford
Attorney at Law
MJF/mal/523564
Enclosure
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Writer's Email: mford @quinlivan.com
Writer's Direct Dlal: (320) 258-7848

August 4, 2008

RE:  Claims involving Fr. Blumeyer
Our File “- - :

This letter is in response to yours of July 15th, a copy of which I enclose for your
reference.

I have been authorized to renew our offer of June 23rd in the amount of
, and to agree to the 12 additional therapy sessions that you requested
in your letter of July 15th in addition to the payment of

We believe this offer to be consistent with offers we have made with respect to
other claims involving Fr. Blumeyer.

If this offer is acceptable to you, I will provide you with a draft release that will
release the legal liability of the Order of St. Benediet, Saint John's Abbey, the
Archdiocese of Saint Paul and Minneapolis and the parishes of Saint
Bartholomew, Saint Boniface and Saint Benedict.

Sincerely,

Michael J. Ford

Attorney at Law
MJF/mal/523564
Enclosure
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UINLIVAN &
UGHES, P.A.

ATTORNEYS AT Law

Writer's Email: mford@quinlivan.com
Writer's Direct Dial: (320) 258-7848

September 2, 2008

Andrew J. Eisenzimmer

Chancellor for Civil Affairs

Archdiocese of Saint Paul & Minneapolis
226 Summit Ave.

St. Paul, MN 55102-2197

RE:

Dear Mr. Eisenzimmer:

Following up on our conversation, attached please find a copy of the release
executed by along with a copy of that same release with a copy of

driver's license thereon,

1told tnat the payment for the additional twelve counseling sessions
would be handled the same way that they have been in the past, In other words,
he would get the counseling and the bills for same would then be sent to the

Archdiocese,

I have confirmed with Br. Benedict that the Abbey will then reimburse the
Archdiocese for- ) of those twelve sessions as well as
of the counseling sessions paid for by the Archdiocese to date.

If you have not already done so please send those prior counseling related
invoices to either the direct attention of Br. Benedict or to me and I will send
them on to Br. Benedict,

Thank you for your cooperation in resolving this matter.

Sincerely,

aiui;nel J.Aord

Attorney at Law
MJF/mal/520500
Enclosure

Saint Cloud! Office
Wells Fargo Center
400 South First Street, Suite 600

Phone 320.25),1414

Lirtie Falls Qffice
Tirst Street Suites
107 Tirst Street SE, Saite 105

Phone 320.632.0440

Sious: Fally Office
300 Building
300 N. Dakola Avenue, Suite 313

Phone 605.271.8168
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Mr. Risenzimmer
September 2, 2008

Pagea

C: Benedict Leuthner, 0.5.B.
w/encl, Treasurer
Order of St. Benedict
Saint John's Buslness Office
Wimmer Hall 202, Box 2222
Collegeville, MN 56321-2222
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CLA

beino of lawfl nee. for the sole considerstion of

. . . Jus the payment for twelve (12) more counseling
sessions, does hereby and for his heirs, executors, administrators, successors and assigns release,
acquit end forever discharge the Order uf Saint Benedict, Saint John's Abbey and the
Archdiocese of Saint Paul and Minnenpolis and the parishes of Saint Bartholomew, Saint
Boniface and Saint Benedict as well as their agents, servants, successors, heirs, executors,
administrators, members and all other persons, firms, cotporations, associations or parmerships,
from any and all claims, actions, causes of action, demands, rights, damages, costs, loss or
service, expenses or compensation whatsoever, to include past, present, or future therapy after
the aforesnid twelve (12) more counseling sessions, which the undersigned now has on account
of or in any way growing out of any and all known and unknown, foreseen, and unforeseen
property danage or personal or bodily injury and the consequences thereof regarding or in any
way flowing out of a claim for dameges against Father Robert Blumeyer, O.S.B., the Order of
Saint Benedict and Saint John's Abbey and the Archdiocese of Saint Paul and Minneapolis and
the parish of Saint Boniface arising out of the actions of Fether Robert Blumeyer, O.5S.B.
(deceased).

It is understood and agreed that this settlement is a compromise of a disputed claim, not to be
construed as an admission of liability on the part of any party, and that the parties released by
this document deny liability for the incident and intend merely to avoid litigation and buy their

peace,

further declares and represents that no promise, inducement or agreement
not expressed herein has been made to the undersigned, that he has declined legal counsel, that
this release contains the entire agreement between the parties hercto, and that the terms of this
relcase are contractual and not a mere recital,

HAS READ THE FORGOING RELEASE AND FULLY
UNDERSTANDS IT,

Dited: Q-A-0OR

Subscribed before me this Zmdiay of
S gt rem 844 , 2008,

Notary Pu?hc
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Abbot John Klaasen's private account

From: Michael J. Ford [MFord@quinlivan.com)

Sent: Thursday, August 14, 2008 2:30 PM

To: Leuthner, Benedict; Eisenzimmer, Andrew :
Subject: {OSB (Insurance)} - status of setilement

Dear Br. Benedict and Mr. Eisenzimmer:

I have received the checks from the Order and the Archdiocese and am in the process of‘depositing
them in my law firm trust account.

I have talked to +and made arrangements to meet with him in my office on September
2nd to secure an executed copy of the release and to provide him with a ' law firm trust
account check.

Sincerely:

Michael J. Ford'
Quinlivan & Hughes, P:A.
1-800-325-5650
1-320-251-1414
1-320-258-7848
FAX251-1415 °

mford@guinlivan.com

NOTICE: This E-mail (including attachments) is covered by the Electronic Communications
Privacy dct, 18 US.C. §§ 2510-2521. This e-mail and any files transmitted with it are confidentiaj
and are intended so[ely for the use of the individual or entity to-whom they are addvessed. This
communication may also contain material protecied by the attorney-clieént privilege. If you are not
the intended recipient or the person responsible for delivering the e-mail to the intended recipient,
bé advised that you have received this e-mail in error and that ary. use, dissemination, forwarding,
printing or copying of this e-mail is strictly prohibited. If you have Feceived this e-mail in error,
please notify us immediately by replying to this e-mail and then delete this e-mail and-any
attachments from your computer.

CIRCULAR 230 DISCLOSURE: Any tax advice contained in this ematl inchiding any attachments
(unless expressly stated otherwise) is not intended or written to be.used, and cannot be used, for
purposes of avoiding penalties under the Internal Revenue Code.
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Abbot John Kliassen's privats account

From: Michael J. Ford [MFord@quinlivan.com]

Sent: Wednesday, August 06, 2008 3:46 PM

To: Elsenzimmer, Andrew .

Subject: {OSB (Insurance)} - has agreed lo settle his claim; proposed settlement
process . .

Attachments: 523564.doc

Dear Andy:

As we just discussed, called me today to accept our most recent offer (copy

attached) subject to my providing him with an acceptable form of a release.

I have a call out to Br. Benedict Levthner, O.S.B,, the Treasurer for the Order of Saint Benedict to
qonﬁrm that we wish to proceed as we have in the past. " .

Namely, the Order and the Archdiocese provide me with checks in the respective amounts of
by the Order and y the Archdiocese made payable to the "Quinlivan &

Hughes, P.A. Trust Account."

It typically takes our trust account ten working days to "clear" a payment from the date of deposit
before we can issue a check on those funds.

Itold that I would provide him with a release, by mail, on Monday of next week (I am
in New York City on bar business and won't be returning until next Monday).

I assume that ‘will promptly approve the form of the release, which will be consistent
with other releases we have used in earlier cases we have settled together.

Once has approved the release and the two checks have cleared and I have issued a law
firm trust account check I will make arrangements to meet with in person at my office
or another location acceptable to him, secure proof of his identity in the form of a copy of a
government issued photograph identification document, secure and notanze his signature on the
two originals of the release and issue the check to him. .

Following our meeting if it is outside of my office I will provide with a copy of the
notarized and 51gned release for his records. If the meeting takes place at my office I will provide

him with a copy prior to his leaving.
I will then furnish to you and the Order a copy of the signed and notarized release.

As soon as I get confirmation from Br. Benedict that he wishes to proceed in this fashion I will call
and ask you to send me the theck from the Archdiocese.

Sincerely:
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4 Micheel J. Ford
Quinlivan & Hughes, P.A.
1-800-325-5650
1-320-251-1414
1-320-258-7848

FAX 251-1415
mford@quinlivan.com

NOTICE: This E-mail (including attachments) is covered by the Electronic Communications
Privacy Aet, 18 U.S.C. §§ 2510-2521. This e-mail and any files transmitted with it are confidential
and are intended solely for the use of the individual or entity to whom they are addressed. This
communrication may also contain material protected by the attorney-client privilege: If you are not
the intended recipient or the person responsible for delivering the e-mail to the intended recipient,
be advised that you have recejved this e-mall in error and that any yse, dlssemination, forwarding,
printing or copying of this e-mail is strictly prohibited. If you have received this e-mail in error,
please notify us immediately by replying to this e-mail and then delete this e-mail and any
attachments from your computer.

CIRCULAR 230 DISCLOSURE: Any tax advice contained in this email iricluding any dttachments

(unless expressly stated otherwise) is not intended or written to be used, and cannot be used, for
purposes of avoiding penalties under the Internal Revenue Code.
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JEFF ANDERSON & ASSOCIATES PA

REACHING ACROSS TIME FOR JUSTICE
June 2, 2014

Bret D Franco

Kopon Airdo, LLC

233 South Wacker Dr., Suite 4450
Chicagp, IL 60606

Roben T. Stitch
Stitch, Angell, Kreidler, Dodge & Unke, PA

250 Second Avenue South
Minneapolis, MN 55401

Re:
Dear Mr. Stitch and Mr. Franco:

We represent of , Minnesota.

Please send us any and al) seitlcment agreements that you have entered into with
or his family tegarding personal injuries at St. John's or its

representatives.
Please send the following agreements to us by Friday, June 13, 2014

If you have any questions or wish to discuss this matter, please contact me at your
earliest convenience.

Sincerely,

o

Jelfrey R. Anderson

jeM@andersonadvogntes.com
JRA ek

JUN 0 4 2014

ATTORNGYS
JerPrsy ANDERSON
RecisTtREo FORFON LAWYER
(Ustn KINGDD#M)
Minncota
Wiscamin
llinois
Colorado
New York
Fenmiplvaria

MictaEL FINNBGAN
Minesota
Wisconsin
California

Greus Mevins
Minnesota
South Caroling

J. MicHas, Reck
California
New Yark

Texas
Penniplvanin

SARAR ODEGAARD

Minnesotn
California

EuN LinpstROM
Minnesota
Wisronsin

AnNig KoPPUN
Minnetoto
Hawaii

TRUSHA PATBL
Minnesata
Washington DC

JosH PECK
Minnesola

Qr Counser
AxTHONY DEMARCO
Californic

JoANNA RoRtes
California

QrHck LocATIONS

S1, Paul, Minnesita
Pasadena, California
Chicogo, Illinoix
Milwawkee, Wisconsin
Kaflua, Hawail
Charlesion, South Carolina
Malvern, Pesmisylvanin
New Yok, New York
Loudon, England

OFFICE 651.227.9590 / FAX: 51.297.6543 / WWW.ANDIRSONADYOCATES.COM / 366 Jackson $rrawr, SuiTe 100 / ST. PauL MN 55101
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Abbot John Klassen's private account

From: Kliingeman, David

Sentr  Thursday, November 03, 2005 1:32 PM
To: Abbol John Klassen's private accounl
Subject: RE: robert blumeyers pastoral assoclatas

HASTINGS - ST. BONIFACE

LAMBERT WECKWERTH, PASTOR, 1949-1961
RODERIC ALBERS, PASTOR, 1961-1966
ROBERT BLUMEYER, ASSISTANT, 1956-1965

ST. CLOUD - ST. AUGUSTINE

PETER ST. HILAIRE, PASTOR, 1964-1972
GERMAIN LOEBER, ASSISTANT, 1962-1969
ROBERT BLUMEYER, ASSISTANT, 1965-1968

!

NEW {’ORK - 8T. BENEDICT’S
PATRICK-OKADA, ASSISTANT, 1964-1969
TIMOTHY KELLY. ASSISTANT, 1966-1970
LEON PILON, ASSISTANT, 1966-1970

MEL TAYLOR, ASSISTANT, 1967-1969
BRENIfU\N MAIERS, ASSISTANT, 1968-1970
GILESNATHE, PASTOR, 1968-1970

NATTIAN SIMMONS, ASSISTANT, 1968-1973
ROBERT BLUMEYER, ASSISTANT, 1968-1969

WAYZATA - ST. BARTHOLOMEW
PIILIBERT 1IHARRER, PASTOR, 1965-1972
ROBERT BLUMEYER, ASSISTANT, 1969-1972

ROBERYT BLUMEYER, PASTOR, 1972-1973
JAMES KELLY, ASSISTANT, 1972-1973

HASTINGS - ST. BONIFACE

ROBERT BLUMEYER, PASTOR, 1973-1978
CLOUD MEINBERG, ASSISTANT, 1974-1976
BLANE WASNIE, ASSISTANT, 1976-1978
STEPNEN BEAUCLAIR, ASSISTANT, 1976-1980

AYON - 8T, BENEDICT
ROBERT BLUMEYER, PASTOR, 1978-1982

117312005

P'age | of 2

e

05B21346
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FARMING - ST. CATHERINE
ROBERT BLUMEYER, PASTOR, 1982-1983
MICTIAEL MARX, ASSISTANT, 1982-1983

From; Abbot John Kiassén's private account
Sent: Thursday, November 03, 2005 11:33 AM
To: Klingeman, David

Subject: rohert blumeyers pastorat assoclates

Hello David -

Page 2 0f 2

Some time ago | requested a list of parishes where Robast Blumeyer served as essociate pastar and pastor.

Could yau also give me a list of pestors and associales who lived with Rober in those assignments? We have an
allepation against Robert and | need lo have these available fora probably Investigalion. Thanks, +John

117372005

08B2347
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Parishes - Misslons - Chaplaing

9/30/2005

cITY | ASSIGNMENT NAME | NAME Iros| DATES
HASTINGS ST. BONIFACE ROBERT BLUMEYER A  1956- 1965
ST. CLOUR ST. AUGUSTINE ROBERT BLUMEYER A  1965- 1968
NEW YORK ST. BENEDICT'S ROBERT-BLUMEYER A -1968~1969
WAYZATA ST. BARTHOLOMEW ROBERT BLUMEYER A  19898- 1972
AYZATA ST. BARTHOLOMEW ROBERT BLUMEYER P 1972- 1973
IASTINGS ST. BONIFACE ROBERT BLUMEYER P 1973- 1978
VON ST. BENEDICT'S ROBERT BLUMEYER P  1978- 1082
FARMING ST. CATHERINE'S  ROBERT BLUMEVER P 1982- 188 |
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SAINT JOHN'S ABUBEY

Office of the Abhol

March 11, 2006

The Most Reverend John F. Kinney
Bishap of Saint Cloud

214 3" Avenue South

Box 1248

Sainlt Cloud, MN 56302

I:)cm' Bishop Kinney:

f

Per our conversation regarding the sexual niisconduct of Father Robert Blumeyer, |
include a narrative sketch of the abuse and the timeframe over which it occurred. | have not
writlen everything hece but have included (he fundamental pieces of information. If you have
any further questions, do nol hesitate 10 conlact rie.

f 1 have been in conversalion with Father Kevin McDonough regarding the aimouncement
of these incidents nl Saini Bartholomew's in Wayzata and Elizabeth Ann Seton in Hastings. Fle
is in the process ol seeking counsel from the pastors in those two parishes and | hope that we can
deal with this shortly. Tam in the process of drafting a statement for Saint Augustine’s in Sainl
Cloud, Saint Benedict's in Avon, and Saint Cathierino’s in Farming. As soon ss:[ ljave
completed it, T will fax it to you-or Father Marvin for your input.

When you sce Marv, ask him by-the-by if he knows of any good {akes in ceritral
Minnesota, and any specific location ii such n lake, where one might be able (o caich sunnics
and northerns. And waltch the expression on his face!!

Sincerely yours in Christ,

ot John Klassen, OSB

Enclosure: A Narrative of the Allegation against Fatlier Robert Blumeyer

o, NaX 2015, COLLEGEVILLE, MINNESOTA 56321-2015 05B234
Phone: (320) 3632546« Fax: (320) 363-3062 = L.mail: abboi@asls.orgy =« Webr sainljubmsabbey.org 2344
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1. . wrote to the St, Paul Archdiocesan Chancery July 30, 1997, detailing his
association with and sexual abuse by a "“Futher Roberts™ at parishes in Wayzala,
Hastings and Avon, as well as his sexual relationship with the priest over a period
of len years, '

2. There was no way to tespond because did not provide his last name. It
seemned clear, however, that he was referring 10 Fr. Robert Blumeyer, a monk of
Saint John’s Abbey, who had served in Wayzata, Hastings and Avon during the
times referred to by

3. The letter was sent to Saint John’s Abbey and filed in two files: Fr. Robert
Blumeyer and

4, In August of this year, _ was referred to Phyllis Willerscheidt by a
priest in the St. Paul Archdiocese. Willerseheidt is the Archdiocescs designee for
dealing with charges of sexual abuse, She also served as a board member for IST!.
The charges included being photographed nude on scveral occasions in exchange
for moncy, and being set up with another priest ([rom St. Louis Park) for
uadditional nude photographs.

5. Willerscheidt arranged a meeting for and Fr. Kevin McDonough, Vicar
General and Modecrator of the Curia for the Archdiocese.

6. On October 31, McDonough wrote to Abbot John and described his conversalion
with

7. Fr. Robert Blumeyei*s vame had not.surfaced as a perpetrator during the flurry of
abuse charges in 1992 or 2002. Abbot John was unawaré of Ue allegations prior
to Fr. McDonough’s letter of Octaber 31.

8. Abbol John conducted a thorough seirch of the Abbey’s files and found

a. handwritten lctter

b. Correspondence beiweéen Abbot John Eidenschenk and Archbishop Roach
deuling vaguely with allcgations against Fr. Robert in 1876. The priest
was evaluated by a Dr. Regan at that time, but Abbot John had not
received a copy of-the evaluation reporl prior to sending his letter (o
Archbishop Roach. Abbot John was-undble to find u copy of the Regan
report 'in Abbey files,

¢, Fr. Robert veheitently denied the charges against him and he was not
remaved from his pastoral assignment. Abbot John and Archbishop Roach
sgrecd that he should be given a‘three:or four month sabbatical™ in the
autumn of 1976 for “another psychological evoluation . . . and a dirccted
retreal.” '

d. Fr. Robert remained in Hastings until 1979,

e. He was assigned 1o S, Benedict’s in Avon in 1979 and remained there
until 1982,

. Ile was assigned to St. Catherine’s in Farming in 1982 and dicd there of a
hecart attack October S, 1983,

9. Abbot Juhn has discussed his findings with Fr. McDonough and with Phyllis
Willetscheidt

10. Phyllis Willerscheidt suggested to thal he meet with Abbot John,

(elephoned the Abbol immediately and arranged a mecting for

08B2345
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FROM PAGE 18

Abbey

will come farward whn they
are roaily to come forward,”
Skudlarck said Wednesday.

Blumcyer also kerved ns us-
sistant pastor at the Church of
St Augustine in SL Cloud from
1965-08 before Bie fenva native
died nf 2 heart attack at the age
ol G1.

‘The Archdiocese of 5t Paul
antl Minneapolis have paid for
the victin's thempy. He alsones
capted a financinl setlement
from St John's Abhey and the
archdiocese,

“1 think his ceport was
deemed credible simply be-
cnusa there was n-correlntion
batween Uie events he gave und
the times and plnees where the
fatier served,” Skadlarek suid.

“Howuaver, It not to be taken
as an admission of some ‘dor-
cliciion of duty’ by the ahey”

Klnssen urges those who
hove heen abured - or koow
sampone wholins bern abused
— ta call Gury Schoener, victim
advovats for SL Jolin's Abbey, at
(M12) 870-05G5.

“We are providing nn op-
portunity for avictimtogoloa
nentral place — a professionnl
connsclor who knows how to
listen and vespoud properly,”
Skudhiruk saill.

‘The Archdibeese of S1, Paul
autl Minnenpolis wos-among
the dioceses that did not mcet

Ronoa | fraterh

State officials: Court
phone calls are a scam

By David Unze
unse@rdenduinis.coin

Stzle eourt oflicials are want-
Ing Miuniesotn residonts about
bogus phone calls fram people
who sk for prasonal wid finan-
cind {nforniation,

Callers claim to be courl ein-
Fiuym and threaton s warrnt
or failing to comply with jury
service and use uf.:c threats
abowt jury sarvice to acquire
personnl and (inancirl Infor-
imation, such as Socin) Security
numbers, credit card mnlicrs
oremployer informntion,

Some of the cullers claim to
bé with.Qic 7th Judieial Dis-
triet, which includes Stearns
and other Contral Mingesota
countles, sald Lissa Finne,
communications speciist with
o state court information of-
fica,

‘Caurts do not eall prospee-
Uve jurors 1o seck personal in-
formution, sald Tim Roberts,

-court admiinistratar for Benlon

FROM PAGE 1P
Memo

cummunity bore th
new memonial,
“This back anc
tween the two ¢o
has grown,” said J
president of Centra
Vietnam Veterana
Chapter 290, He it
organize the new
“And now, we're
wliere wo're golng
memorial iagethey
Far \he prigina
the family of Jor

and Stcarns eounties. Mlone-
sola conrts send jury seevice
sutninons by mull and conn-
nleate by telephone only nfler
n prospective juror lis either
relurned a completed sum-
nons information form or has
questions about the process, lie
said.

Annually, jury offices
throughnat the stale mai! more
than 150,000 jury summons,
Finne s1dd.

The summons includes de-
talls about time and lucation
t report for jury duly and ssks
prospoctive Jumrs o return o
quidification questionnaire. The
miniling also includes n phone
number for the local§wy office
for anyone wanling to contact
the conrtabout the summions.

It is a ¢erime for someone (o
fiucly represent remselves ns
a court official, Finne recom-
{nundsliumgh: g npand mimi.-u:s,-

ng polico to raport suspicious
ph&unu calls or L{::ms.
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