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DATE __._D‘

(Last) t) Middle)
© Date of entrence at St. John's ( college): S &P 76 £%
I am presently enrolled at St. John's as: L .
(Senior} (Junicr) (Sophonore)
HOME ADDRESS
: one tate ne

[ . .
Age in Years: J¥  Date of birth Musar]~ - 2F 1940 Birthplac
(Mogth) (Day) * (Year)

Place of Baptism:

t
Confirmation
tate
Parish (Presently enrolled) tor:
Catholic Education: Ele T FourR - Lo v eE
(Years in Grade School) - (High School) (College)

Public Scheol Education
ars ol)

When did you decide to study for the Priesthood? /§8 44

Ao Ao

(Priesthood) (Brother)
) anch o ) (Rank)
General Health: :/%/ I
* {Excellent) (Good) (Fair) {Poor)
Under Doctor's Care: Reason
FAMILY INFORMATION:
¢
PFetirex (ox Guardian) - Religio
(test Name), (Firzt) (Middle)
Address ation:
tate
Years of Education: 7%7
(Grades) (High' School) ss
Mother: Yy 2P Still living?
{last t) o (Mziden name)
Religio ducation ‘z' 54/
(Grades S
Does your mother work outside of the Home? ion
Number of each 77 of Sister ze e
7
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SCROLASTIC INFORMATICN

Names of High Schoels and Xind sf School Course

attended:
" a |

What w  your approximate average your last year in school?
ubjects disliked
ts t marks?
Lowest? terary or s
college
Offi ces or

FINANCIAL STATUS:

your own way through college?
Did you work during the summer?

Kind of Place
Hours per
. tance to co is year
If is from St s, what
rece
OCCUPATIONAL EXPERIENCE ¢
Which type of work did you 1liké best
Apart iesthocd ar re life, what
List activities in which you have partic letics,
mqiﬁc, 1 paper or :

i

One final question: What major are you pursuing in collegeAét

IA

page twp

Date of
years Graduatis

avorite subjects:

in igh schoo

423 CSs.MC.

ly dependent .upon your &, how much have you saved to pay for

outs
whom
of a sche

have you considered?

the present time?

0SB HOEFGEN 00003



SAINT JOHN'S ABBEY+ CO 5L6LE GEVILLE, MINNESOTA
- 321

OFFICHE OF THE ARBOT

27 April 1970
My dear Confreres,

Very Reverend Berthold Ricker, 0,S.B. became our Prior in
June, 1964. At that time he was willing to accept a six
year term of office. I would now like to have your advice
on the choice of 2 prior for the mext six years.

1f there {s any doubt in the mind of anyone, I would like
to gtate at this time that Prior Berthold could not have
given me greater assistance, cooperation and encouragement
than hé did during these six difficult years,

In 1965 1 became the president of the Congregation and al-

most immediately had to leave for the fourth session of the

I1I Vatican Council. This meant an absence of more than three
months, A series of Visitations of the abbeys of the Congrega-
tion, the election and installation of eleven abbots and priors-
and numerous other occasions that took me away on official
business placed the burden of directing the community on Prior
Berthold's shoulders., 1 was often asked how T could manage at
home with the frequent absences becsuse of outside involvements;
I invariably answered, "I have an excellent ptrior,"

In as far as I know, you, the members of the community, feel
very much as I do about Prior Berthold. He deserves our most
sincere gratitude as a community for leaving St. Augustine's
Parish to seérve in an assignment which is always difficult, as
I can vouch from my own experience as prior.

There has been scant recognition and appreciation of the office
of prior, and, for that matter, of the offices of assistant prior,
procurator, master of novices, master of the juniorate and the
other offices that are needed to serve the best interests of the
community members. If we have failed in this respect, we should
at least not fail to pray daily for those willing to serve us in
these capacities. A growing lack of respect and appreciation of
the men who are willing to serve the community in these difflcult
positions has made it very difficult to find g willingness of
their part to continue in office for a reasonable lerngth aof Eime.
Personally I admit that I am in preat debt to all who have served
in the past and are now serving in these difficult community offices

I would appreciate it very much if you would return the enclosed
ballot within a week. Thank you!

Devotedly yours,
i Ozeeracd. ok, G55

Baldwin Dworschak, 0.S.B.
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February 15, 1972

Rev. Baldwin Dworachak, O.S.B.

With regsrde to my Academic record, here are the .point
aversages for each‘year.
Freshman 1968-1969 2.75
Sophomore 1969-1970 3.31
Junior 1970-1971 2,62
Seaior 1971 fall  3.50

I hope this is sufficiant for now and I will take care

of the application procedure as scon as passible.

lhone e /_’1'/(7} 7
‘l

Francis Hoe ngen

' CONFIDENTIAL
FOR MEDIATION Yo ONLY
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Francis Hoefgen,

I am writing to you as the Director of Vocations for the Abbey,
having taken over from Father Paschal Botz.

By Pebruary 9cth Y must know what students will be applying for
this year's novitiate. From the informsation which has been
handed on to me, mostly from Father Paschal, Y have been given
to understand that you have given serious thought to the priest-
hood and the religious life, If this is still true, I hope you
will give consideration to entering the novitiate here in July
with other members of the senior clase who will be applying.

Whetever your decision may be, I pray that the Holy Spivit will
be your guide in making the all-important step that wlll have so
much to do with your future and that of others. By all meads
avail yourself of the guidance and counseling so available to you
while you are at St. Joha's,

Baldwin Dworschak, 0.5.B. Tel, 257

OSB HOEFGEN 00006




PHILOSOPHY DEPARTMENT SAINT JOHN'S UNIVERSITY COLLEGEVILLE, MINNESOTA 56321

18 February 1972

Lear Father Abbot Baldwin:

This is a recommendation concerning the apnlication of Francis Zoefgen for the
mopastic commnity. Fran is a genior philosorhy and psychology major. T have
known him for seversl years, both as a student and in informal situations in
student socistye

I would give my unguelified a2pproval to Fran's application for the novitiate.

His mecademic record demonstrates that he is an intelligent and hard working student,
Fren is an exceptionally well balanced person, He is friencly with sveryons,
easy-going end popular on campus, well liked and enjoys a goed reputation.

observation is that Tran handles himself well in a variety of social situations
and thet his k edge of himself and of others -- perhaps partially throfigh his
study of psychology -- helps him to be eifsetivs in desling with other pecple.
Ho Yas the talent and ability to be 2 good influence on ovther psople.

Zi{s moral and spiritual cheracter are good, 25 far a5 I czn tell. There is no
reason to suspect thst there is anything in this area which would raise
auestions sbeut his qualifications as a candidate.

If T had not learned cautlon about »raising thé qualfifications of cendidates
when T was cleric~master arnd presenting candidates for vows to chspter in that
caracity, I would be inclined to praise Frani ¥y current impression is thet,
given the knowledge and opportunity that we have had %o observe him so far,

he appears to be an excellent candidate.

(Rev Pedrizetti, osh
St« John's Abbey
Collegeville, 33innesota
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S Y SN SIS 1 | TSN P VAU SRRSs TP S T R

TO:

: Rev. Baldwin Dworschak , DSB
" {Nume of Religioua Superior)

St. John's Abbey
(Addreas)

1 examined Francis F. Hoefgen = Vapch 13. 1972

{Date)

and indicate the following
jrnportant findinga:

Good health with bo exceptions except slight ist to 2nd degres flat Test.
(Asywptomatic)

Suggestions; None

CONFIDENT (AL
By MEDM’HGN UsE CME.

(aigncldd

M. D.

(T'o the Physician: This transmittal form should b discussed with the examinee before mailing to the
proper religious superior. ) '
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Mount 8t. Benediet
Crookston, Minn,
Msrch 26, 1972

Father Baldwin Dworschak
8t. John's Abbey
Collegevilile, Minn.

Father Baldwin:

This letter comes to you in answer to & request from Francis
Hoefgen, for a recommendation to you as a possible candidate
for your monastiec community.

\
It is with a joyful spirit that I recommend him to you snd the
monks of St. John's Abbey.

Francls is a young mah with & universal vision in the church,
sincere and personablé in his approach to God, to his fellow
man and to the monsstic way of life,

As for his intellectual ability, you heve access to his
scholastic schievement at St. John's Universlty, and personally,
I think that he 1s very capable of undertaking the studies
involved with preparation for the priesthood.

He is, I feel, sincere in wanting to develop a personal spirituality
within the monastic way of 1life, and has a deep sense of prayer

and what monasticism cen do to help contimue this development. He
is concerned about, and interested in the community aspect and

the approach to thet way of 1life, as lived at St., Jahn's Abbey.

I see his acceptance in the ¢ t 8t, John's as your gain,
apirituelly, Iintellectually, ally, as well a3 beneficial
to him For developing into a2 more complete person living in a
brotherly, monastic community.

Sincerely,

ster dith Sel y 0.5.B.

OSB HOEFGEN_00010



April 6, 1972

A Letter of Recommendation to the Monastic Community Goncerming Francis Hoefgen

It‘is not easy for me to try and put down on paper wha s
and what he means to me. In organizing my thoughts for this recommendation,
I began writing down his various traits. BHe is indeed responsible, loyal, sincere,
honest, humble, etc., but this list could go on for a long time and never give:a
true picture of this 'warm human being. I can best describe Fran te you by tell=
ing you he is a Christian and he lives his faith.

He is my friend and I've known him for four years, In that time I've seen
Fran grow from an individual who needed love ag a means to security and happi-
ness and forced friendships to obtain this, to an individuel who stands self-

confident and independent and constantly offers love, but not for self-grati-

fication. Fran has learmed the fantastic art of giving and he will surely make:

a life of it.
I probably am Fran's greatest obstacle to the priesthood for I often chal-

lenge his vocation and tell him of my plans for marriage and a family:. 1'm sure
that though Fran has long wanted to become a priest, some of my comments have
"hit howe" with him and made him consider altermate veocations. I believe his
dedication to the priesthood in his uncloistered and almost anticlerical en-
viornment points to his obvious derermination and strength of character.

My only hesitation in my recommendation of Fran would be a problem that
is somewhat out of his hands. Though I am convinced that Fran is dedicated to
St. John's and the priesthood, I am uncomfortable about Fran's strong religious
family ties and his somewhat domineering motheér. I would fell more comfortable
if Fran's decision for the priesthood had been made later without such over=

bearing influence. However, I am confident that Fran has considered his wvocation

extensively and made his own decision,

In conclusion, I can only say that I am grateful for being able to call him
my friend. I know he loves St, John's and the priesthood and will fit naturally
into a community life. Therefore, I feel that there 1s no better place than St.
John's for Fran to serve God. N

Sincerely,,

OSBE HOEFGEN_00011



To be made out by every postulant or candidate in
accordance with Canon 648.

Declaration Concerning Remuneration

KNOW ALL MEN BY THESE PRESENTS, that I,
e wers Fresemic Hoercen

otherwise known as

of = in the County of .. —, and State of

TN CONSIDERATION of the law of the Roman Catholic Church concerning the remuneration of can-
didates, postulants, novices, and members of a religious community acknowledged by said Roman Catholic
Church (Codex Jusis Can. 643), which law [ fully know and deliberately acknowiedge and to which I volun-
tarily and fully submit myself, and

FOR AND IN CONSIDERATION of the benefits accruing to me as candidate, postulant, noviee, or
member of the approved religious community, incorporated as

existing under and by virtue of the laws of the State of

DO SOLEMNLY STATE AND DECLARE, that I shall never claitn or demand, directly or indireetly,
a1y wages, compensation, remuneration, or reward, either in specie or by way of anmuity or pension, for the
time or for the services or work that I devote for or with said

’ oK

during the time I may remain there or elsewhere in the name of or upon commission said
IN WHEREOP I have hereunto subscribed my name this day
of v in the year of our Lord, 19.7Z..
(Szgnature)
This instrument was signed, published, and by the above named

otherwise known as

in the presence of us, whe in

and at request, and in presence of each other, have hereunto subscribed our namies
as witnesses the day and year above written.
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2.

3.

b
5
6.

7-
8-

10,

11,

12,
13'

14,

"y

HSR

$JU. PRE-DIVINITY STUDENT QUESTIONNAIRE
/’E?HM £i8 }:’E’f_"'!.){:l?a’fi’*’ /'/G CErFGEN I —_—
(first nanmc) {middle) (last) :
Date of birth c?/ 29 /50

Name and address of puren'i..:/m..ardlans
: MEs.

Religion of Father C/Ti4pbrC of HMother CATIOLIC
Ig Father living. Mo . Is Mother living . /$ '

No. of ’olydel'r"; Brothers E " Ha of older Sisﬁeré 3

.Na of youhger Brothers J) No. of younger Sisters _ &)

Has your Father remarried — Has your HMother remarried /UO
High School graduated from 552%50/?5@45 SEMIARY  SF @.;2 A2 /S
ther colleges attended Ao v __ e

My present hope is to become
__ a Brother Order
a Priest (wo—specific BIuup urplace—as—of-yet)

a Divcesan priest Diocese

L& Benedictine priest Abbey 57, JoawW's

_ a Religious priest Order

Are you receivifg;scholarskip aid as @ pre-divinity student
from SJU : ‘Amount per year

from another source -/ Amount per year ‘4795;70"5 oD
What selective service cldssification are you sesking #’ ﬁ

For how long have you thought about becoming
e priest or religiows _ A8pay/ipnTilis fs'"/m,r'f '
Wasg anothnr perscn a’ mmor influence on your vocation

‘decision ks 1f so, who f‘{‘\a Zﬂfﬂﬁ/‘y}' FARY

How would you rate your present vocational declsivenesr_s?

very strong fairly strong waveriné: rather weak

* A & & B & & » B S ¥ &K ¥ 5 0 3 3 S &

-

CEV  cny CACT

ey L.

OSB HOEFGEN_00013
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AFPLICATION FCR THE NOVITIATE

Full name
hetne name nanc

Address
street city, state

Date of birth August 29. 1950 Place of birth Henoaminee . Michionn

Name of father Living?
Name ©of mother Living? woR
mother

Religion af father

Number of brothers sisters  (3)y 27. 28. 38 ___ .
(give approxima

Were you always a practicicg Catholic?
(if not, explain)

Have you ever sought adrission to asother religicus order?
(if so, state where, when, wheiher professed)

Were you ever married? no
Have you any debts or business invoivements?

Is anyome (relative) in need of your supcors?

Are you liable, or have you been lizble, to any civil court charges? 2
How do your parents feel about your choice of religious life? N
Have you decided to be a priest ves or brother ... at St. John’s?

State briefly your reason (motive) for entering religious life
¥y g g

e
3
this goal and the deversified amastalare nf ths Renedirr A
t I am azble. 50 -1 feel 1 would be ag
Are you aware of any influences or factors a re 8-
which make your decision and choice of
religious life unfree? *
How did you first learn of St. John's and Egnedictine 1life?
i

y€ars as a student.

Lol B

Fir MEMAWON Ustp
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e

Reflections On Formation
Fran Hoefgen 0.S.B.

To begin with, formation at St. John's Abbey is much more structured than one will

find at any of the seminaries., For any member of the monastic community their daily
life involves prayer with the commnity four times daily, one of those being daily
Eucharist. From the day one enters the monastery to the day of his death the most
difficult vow continues to be the vow of conversion. By that I mean that our dedication
to Christ as Christians involves a constant on-going process, as it does in all our
lives. Thus this vow of conversion involves a great deal of self-discipline if aur

life in Christ 1s to be the focal point of our lives, self-discipline in prayer, study,
contemplation, reading of scripture, times for silence and private prayer.

Thus it is very crucial what our goals are in our lives: Do we desire to attain a
closer union with our Risen Lord? Are we serious about our life of prayer? Our
goals and ideals will exercise an extraordinary imperative in our lives. In this
way we can become more than mérely a secular humanist with some expertise in the
academic study of religion. Both the Cathollc and Lutheran traditions, as we know,
are plagued by superficial people whese value systems seem to be thoroughly
secularized. This brings me to the point I mentioned at the meeting with regards to
my discussion with one of my confreres at a parish in St. Paul, what is our ministezial
role in the parish? 4ll I mean is that in order to be able to lead our people of
God in prayer we must be individuals of prayer ourself. We must first of all pray
ourselves before we can help others; Christ must be the focal point in our lives
before we can hopé to make Christ the focal point in our parish or congregation.

Just as we are expected to assist others in their search, or to lead others in prayer
we must gain assistanice now at this early stage in our lives, If we never find out
what it means to pray we will not be able to. teach or lead others on the Toad of prayer.
This is where I contend we need some spiritual direction on a personzl level, vhether
that be from a Monk, a Pastor, Minister, or simply a friend who is more comfortable
than prayer than we are. All this is a support and helps to add direction to our lives
ag Christians. How can we expect to develope a personal relationship with our God if
we do not know how to approach God, or know where to find God? Many individuals are
blessed with such a relationship and have no need of 'directors' in the spiritual

life. DBut even in our relationships with friends we realize that such relationships
take time and require an effort on our part. This discipline for us with regards to
God alse takes time and an effort for such a relationship to grow deeper. Then at
least we will be able to say for curselves: "This is how I pray, let me share that

with you.?

What does all this mean for us with regards to spiritual formation at Luther Seminary?
Basically what I am getting at is the fact that stxuctures, whether that be a class
or formulation of faith groups, do help but they can become "almost detrimental™.

What is crucial is our attitude toward prayer or the Word. If there is no. carry-over
past the seminary years then something is wrong. Also success is not in numbers,

if whatever program is established is jinfluential in the lives of ten or fifteen
individuals every year,t ust not be underminded. What I feel is we are attempting
to accomplish is to secur leus which hopefully will blessom in the future as well
as in our own lives. May we support eachother in this venture.
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ERSONAL ACCOUNT

gl From /0/03 1922 1o w7

f

EXPENDITURES:

Salary to Substitute

Waoges for hired help

\
P

Food and Beverage
Tobacco

Clothing and Laundry g 0
Room, Board, Tuition

Books, Newspapers, Magazines 14
Stationery and Posioge

Dves and Suhscriptions

Barber and Tollet /)84
Telaphane ond Telegraph

Auto Maintenance

Medicol Atendonce and Medicine
Travel (other than Yacation)

[bus, gir, rail, taxi}
Entertainment and Recraation
Alms and Donations
Yacation
Cther Expenses

Puo\[co\"r 15 B &
Eil | g
Wr?».b"c!‘:'.'-m, Gift /7 2!

Surplus Income to Abbey

Crch An hand 1€

Total o4
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Mass Stipends 1o Abbey $
Moss Stipends jo Others

Totol [

Mass Intentions on Hand i

Dollor value of Stipends en Hand $o oo

Te those residing outside the Monosiery, to
ovold any difficulty ot lime of tronsfer or death:

Plese list items of valye which are in your
possessian and belong fo the Monastery,
sch os cameras, tope racarders, radies,
sterens, lelavision sets, choirs, ond valuable
objects of Art. (Do nof list things which
belong to the rectory or parish.)

PLEASE GIVE NAMES AND ADDRESSES
OF YOUR NEAREST RELATIVES.

{Even If you filled this out last year,
tils, migh! require vpdating.)

NamE (15
STREET:

CITY AND STATE:

NAME:
STREET:
CITY AND STATE:

NAME:
STREET:
CITY AND STATE

CONFIDENTIAL
FOR MEDIATION USE ONLY
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ERSONAL ACCOUNT

=)

’-// %22 1o =] 19 .2

EXPENDITLIRES:

Salary to Subslitute
Wages for hired help

Ford ond Beveroge

Tobaceo
Clothing and kaundry ! &f
Reom, Board, Tuition
Books, Newspapers, Magarines 2
Statianery. and Postoge
Dues and Subscriptions. 70 u
Barbar and Toilet <
Telephone ond Telagraph 9 ¢
Auvto Maintenance
Medical Attendance and Medlcine & 2 &
“Travel [other than Yucation)
{bus, air, rail, faxi)
Entertainment and Recreatlen /5 0
Alms and Donationi D
Vacotion
Other Expenses
LD AN REPAYMIVY e
Ps Pelto & Gy /z

Surplus Income to Abbey

Creh An hrnd

Total

257
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Mass Stipends to Abbey $ g PLEASE

OF
Moss Stipends to Others “
) " th
Tota) | S
NAME
Mas-tntentions on Hand e S
vays-Inlentlons on Han —mh WA
T e STREET;
Dallar value of SfipendfionzHen 2o CITY AND
e NAME;
ot
STREGT
]
‘:j.". e CITY ARD
"belang to the rectory.or parish). .+ NAME:
‘ STREET:
6 '
CITY AND
-
W
D RS PERLR P A
T4
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1/a9
1/09
1729
1731
2759
2428
3702
3/07
3733
Bf27
3731
321
4733

A4
a0o00

cASH
BK
CASH
TLR
CASH
TLR
CASH
BK
CASH
CASH
TLR
TELE
CASH

04730773

HOEF GEN FRANCIS 0SB 398466

Muyate deboch thik svh ond mall with youe ramMtonco. Your canculbud dieth sarvar os your receiph,

BALANCE PREVIDUS STATEMENT $ 209417
12359, 1708 BK 2267

A8 b4 1713 purL 49324
*1Q300%m 1723 BK ERRTS S
1.00 2/05 CASH 10400
204000 2/23 CASH 15400
1413 3/GLCASH T6%
10s00 3/05 8K
3457 3710
30405
04 6T
2.1 2,24
B 4/13 CASH 15,00
30409 4730 CASH 1.00
BALANCE OUE 491:76

PLEASE MANE PAYABLE 1O ST. JOHN'S UNIVERSITY
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Misglons at St Joseph Church Missions at St. Joseph Church
Foter City, Mich, 48834 Northiand, Mlch, 43888

ST. MICHAEL'S CHURCH

fp:-mamrtﬂ's, a"/f__i'a/;tgnn. 40873
Phone
Bark River Exchange
466-7460

January B, 1974

Gear Abbot John,.
First I certainly extend to you the warmest wishes for a blessed and

Happy New Yearl Also send my prayers for your health now and in the year to
come, My year started out rather coply---svery night I've been here it has
beeh below zero with last night it getting to minus 22. That was when I
checked the temperature at 9:00. This evening it is snowinn thus {t is »
bit warmer. This past Sunday when I went with my brother to the mission
at Northlamd the furnace was out of gas. We certainly had a quick and cold
eucharist thet day. ’

A11 is well with me here and am very appreciative of the opportunity
to be here and to have a glimpse of parish life. I help with the Sunday
masses by doing the readings, picking the hymns and leading the music. Only
one of the three parishes has an organist so that makes Jeading more difficult.
T might get up enough courage to try my hand at their electric organ and play
for mass if I can find the musicifor-~the hymns. Am also helping with CCD
classes during my stay and am giving a talk to the Legion of Mary here at
Perronville this coming Tuesday, After having taken Kilian's class on the
Holy Spirit this past fall I decided to talk to them on the Holy Spirit in
relation of Baptism. Hope 1 don't say anything heretical. W{ll also be
helping with the parish census and taking » sort of survey of parish attitudes
concerning a lot of tpoics that should help

Today had a doctor's appointment in Escanzha so T went with him and
practiced the organ at St. Joseph!s Church where they have a very nice pipe
organ. Afterwards and 1 had a very enjoyahle meal and condersation with
the Fronciscans there, Have also met the priests at two of the other parishes
in Escanaba. Sometime before 1 leave we will be going to visit

asked to give greetings and I certainly will.

does know herr since he was an assistant at St. Patrick's for some time and
some how got to know her. Sometime in the next few weals we will be going
to visit some interesting pleces in Northern Michigan as well as visiting
11 b joysble to visit them again.

: a few of my ol a rss .

TN T TThere ¥sT B elde re’a “@ FESUTt T gEVE grown o appreciateococvcs
good cooking very mach though we have do r r
appreciates just having someone to sit w h i -1
Fhy-matter-what-we—are-havings—th k& man

The solitude is very relaxing for me and my time is often spent reading
scripture and church history. Part of that is in pieperation for Godfrey's
course this coming semester on Patristics., Also appreciate the psalter a
.great deal as I read it on my own, prayer helps me very much.

Days are shart now with the change of time--~-it is odd not seeing the

sua rise tilt 9330 in the midmorning. But theré is really nething at all

I have to complain sbout-=-God is good, 1 wish to thank you for the strength
you give me from afar, as well as the love you show to all of us. Christmas
will always be a very happy memory for me because I could share the Christmas
mes? with you. just brought me some popcorm and beer and it is time to
close anywsy. I hope Peter is having ss good a month as I am. Good by fTor

now and God Bless.

f?5~ﬁ40i2;£104v :Z%«m¢eg!

with prayers,
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SAINT JOHNS ABBEY+ coar.acsvmt.ﬁ. MINNESQTA
321
OFFICK OF THE ABB @7
January 11, 1974
Dear Brother Fran,

Smiths in Bacanaba, pleasz glventhem my greatings and goad wishes.

I_might have wsited until tomerrow with replying, whap T could have a
langer letter. But I want to let you kmow that Fatlier (onrad has very
weak. This morning for the Eirst time in monthe he waa too weak to .
with Fr. Fabian and evem to dress himself. The doctor saw him yesterday and
cause of weakness, judped that the and mey be mear. I will anoine him at 4:
and it is mow 4:15. I am sure wou will keep him in your prayers. :

With greetings alao to your brother, and with every good wish,
Devotedly yours,

Abboc
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Misslong #t St. Joreph Church N blisslons at St. Jossph Chureh
FPoster City, Mioh. 40534 Northlend, Mich. 40862

ST. MICHAEL’S CHURCGCH

Peevanville, ’:/Wiaf;i‘?an, 49578
Fhone
Bark River Dachange
408-"7466

January 26, 1974

Dear Abbot John,
1 was filled with joy at receiving your letter of the 11th and have

waited t111 1 could spend some time with the reply. It is nearing eleven
o'clock so this will be short. The evening 1iturgy went very well and
that pleases me. Maybe I was especially in the mood to celebrate the
eucharist since T felt in communion with my junior confreres who had a
day of reflection,

This past Wenesday noon and T had lunch with the Smiths and that
was certainly enjoyable and I am very glad that I had the chance to met them.
Stack told us some ingeresting points concerning your visit this past ’

Tall or was it the symmer. He really enjoyed the time when you put on the
red shirt and maroon itie and he did admit that you looked really sharp.

This past month has made me very proud to be a Benedictine and also
proud to -the fact that you are my abbot. A1l who know you are very impressed
by you. Could you please give my warm greetings to Frances Pond and to
Daniel Durken. Sooh I'11 be back on the mail run and back in some sort of
routine. . :

I pray that Fr, Gonrad is better and I thank you for sharing your
cohcern with me. He is surly in my prayers daily. We certainly can be
thankful for the health ws have. I have nearly gotten over 2 cold that
took control early this past week., Unfortunately seems to be coming
down with it now. Mspy schools are closed in this area.because of the
fld so we can be thankful that a1l we have is the common cold.

January has been very gpod for me and I have felt the support that
1 have at §t. Johns and =m grateful -far that. It seems:as if the §pirit
has worked hard alsa since has opened up to me a great deal and 1 feel
as if we are much closer how and that T have helped him: in the best way that
1 know how and that is by showing my care and concern for him in my daily
I daily pray that he grow stronger in the priesthood since there

actions.
are e point at -he-Finds difficult now and-he seems to be a very-lonely.
C T8558 B FOF i~ e e e en e D ML AN

About an hour ago I took some coild medicine and it,{s making me feel
very sleepy now so I'11 clfose. Thank you very much for: the support you
have-given-me-and  Fyyeu  Fayersj—you-know-tha o
constant ‘prayers. 111 p  ably return to the A y to
see you then.

with warm love & prayers,

ask,
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SAINT JOHN'S UNIVERSITY
THE GRADUATE SCHOOL
COLLEGEVILLE, MINNESOTA 56841

FICE DF THE REGISTRAR PERMANENT RECORD

HAJOR DEGREE DATE GRANTED ENTERED

_FH/PSY BA | 1972 . LAHGUAGE EXAM PASSED
COMPREHENSIVES PASSED

R
\
Ll
1
\uU
3
ES JEOEE BEaTRRd REN i
le J113H ORGAN NONMAJDRS 3‘ L
‘AN 75 GS 398466
HY J446 PRAYR SPIR MYST B
PR TS 398465

GS 984
000 LUTHER THED EX

4

Tidx trazscriat i pot efflciel wrders it baas the nene of the Radlsiicr and Ihe impress of the secl of Sninl Jahn's Univarsity.

sex M __

Registrar
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N THE NAME OF Dwp  LORS JESus CARIST

I, Brotler Francis FREdERICK foeFeEm,

PROMISE wirw ows  yAL/d FORTWO VERRS,

s Jo M < ArD
orKS oM ASTERY
W/t JOREREOF T HAVE PREPARED THIS
Nocu MER T /6

COLLECEVILLE, HWWESOTR | T1 THE MAR OF 04s L0A)
g o e oAr 0P UK

: /

FEAST OF GUR Hiey FATHER penE bicy.
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August 2, 1974

Father Alfred Deutsch, O, §,B.
Dean, School of Divinity

Dear Father Alfred,

wiBrothex Franecis Hoefgen bas asked me to write a letter of
recommendatlon to you in support of his application for ad-
missian to the Bchool of Divinlty.

Brother Francls has informed me that he has sow definitely
decided to gtudy for the priasthood and that he bas completed

hie collepge work,

1 believe he i sinecere in his desizes and that he has shown
evidenee, during his two years in the comimunity as a novice
and ae a junior, of being serious about his monastic life. 1
believe that he will conform to the program of the School of
Divinity and therefore I do yecommend him for admiseion to

the School.,
Thank you for your comeideration of his application,

Sincerely yours in Christ,

Jehn Eidenschink, C.5.B.
Abbot

JE:fp
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SAINT JOHN'S ABBEY
COLLEGEVILLE, MINNESOTA 56321

2z
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I|iB

SAINT JOHN'S ABBEY + COLLEGEVILLE, MINNESOTA
OFFICE OF THE ABBOT

This is to certify that

Brother Francis Hoefgen, 0.S.B.
was instituted into the Ministxy of :?\EADER on September 24, 1974, the feast
of St. Matthew, Apostle apnd Evangelist, by Abbot John Eidenschink, 0.8.B.,
of St: John's abbey.
Signed)th‘is 21st day :of September, at St, John's Abbey, Collegeville, Minne-.

sota.

«Qv&ddfwﬁé’é s
ﬂbﬁ'ﬁt
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DEPARTMENT OF THEOLOGY / SAINT JOHN'S UNIVERSI[TY

COLLEGEVILLE, MINNESCT.A 56317 (O12) 363-2440

.18 December 1974

Denzr Abbot John,

I would like to give you my persenal reilections and a professional svaluation
of three members of St. John's Abbey who were enrolled in the Divinicy 400
Ministrcy Seminar this past semester. Mine Ls oaly an additionzl. evaluadion
znd supplementary to that of Facher Chasron.

Francis loefpen tended to miss the point of assipnments relatively consistently
(the only one out of eighceen who did se in my part of thé seminar); he was
openly hostile to me in class oa two occasions (the only person who expressed
hostility sarcastically znd publicly); ne was absent about one foutch of rhe
time wirhout excusing himself); and he received a C— from me, having donz
unsatisfactory work on one paper and avarage work on the Final exam, I think
that Francis has significant unconscions znd conscious emotional eouflicts,

and T recommend that ke be encouraged te receive some professional personal
acadewic or psychological counseling. I thimk he is unhappy with himself.
Uunstan Hoorse surptrised me favorably. His parricipavion in class discussioen
was minimgl, and the faw contributicns he made to class discussion wera paorly
received and unbalanced. Hovever, one of his papers was exceptipnally well
thought out, carefully written and coherszar—althcugh wordy. He received a

B- on his Ffinal exam and a B in my part of the course. He was generally respec-
ted by the students, regular in arcendazce, and, though bhe was over—-weried often

with outside activities, I think kis acedemic progress is satisfactery to good.

In all chree of the above Benedintines 1 observe a genatral lack of economy iu

goals and direction (ss GppeseEd TE se BERET BRI ST RS AR o= Reed g
tinzs in the Div 400 seminar}. ALl thrze arve dissipaticg energies in a
significancly counterproductive way. Parscnal identity problems are evident

in all tihree--3s well as professional identity problems. All three seriously

need perspnal actention from trustworthv adults.

o
13

Sincerely,

"ot

james Wilde, 0.5.B., ' GOMMIFIDENTIAL

Copy te: Father John Kulas R BETIATION USE ORLY
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SCHOOL OF DIVINITY OF SAINT JOEN'S UNIVEKSITY, ROLLEGEVILLE, MINNESOTA

' CRADE REPORT

STUDENT: J .M-c./,:.y, o.5.4 .
a4
TERM:  ¥all, 1974 ;

CDURSE(S): Divimity 400

GRADE: )"

Fr. Joseph Charron, C.PP,S8., Director

Marking Systam: H (Hopors) indfcates excellent performance.
P (Passing) raflecrs average, satisfactory work.
F (Failure) manifests unacceptable performance;
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December 20, 1974

Abbot John Edidenschink, Abbot of St. Johm's Abbey

Father John Kulag, Junior Master
Father Alfred Deutsch, Dean of Divinity

TO;

RE: FRANCIS HOEFGEN, O.5.B.

As director and cooxdinator of the Diviplty 400 Seminar, T gsubmit the follow-
ing preliminary evaluation of FRANCIS HOEFGEN, 0.5,B.

Fran did average to good work in the Divinity 400 Seminar. He
kept up with a rather heavy load of assignments and completed

the written reports in an acceptable mannetr. However, It wae

evident at times that he was not satisfled with the program.

One of the aims of the Divinlty 400 Seminar is te encourage

the Interchange and discussion of ideas in Tegard to theology,

priestly ministry and spirituality. Fran took part in thils

exchange. He was willing to challenge ideas that were being

expressed and ta giwve hils own opindom.
Finally, the twp Benedictine members of the Divinity 400 staff,
Fathers Daniel Ward and James Wilde, both had reservations sbout
the quality of Fran’s participation ip this program.

'X’L‘%”"’V‘k o

Tr. Joseph -Cherron; G.PP.S. E

SCHOOL OF DIV‘]I?'-!TY SAINT JOHN'S UNIVERSITY COLLEGEVILLE MINNESOTA 56321 TEL. 612-363-2444

Director, Flrst-year Program
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EIVALUATION FOR: BROTHER FRANCIS HOEFGEN, 0.5.B.

Franels is spending the current semester at Luther Seminary in
$t. Paul in order to broaden his ecumendeal sense-r of theology
and ministry. Apparently Fran {s considered solid emough by
his religious superiors that they would have emcouraged.him to
embark on this somewhat unusoal prégram.

Yran presents & placlid appearance and & soft-spoken mannex and
generally ie most pleasant to visit with, Yet I believe that

he has to wrestle interiorly with feelings of anger and hostdlity,
which occasionally emerge te the surface.

As Pean of Divinity my relations with Fren have been quite eagy:
L sense for the most part his concera to prepare himself well
for the order of priesthood. From my vantage point I have no
hesitation in recommending that he continuve on the path toward
Holy Orders.

Regpectfully,

(Rev.) Alfred Deutach, O.5.B.
Dean-Rector

SCHOOL OF DIVINITY SAINT JOHN'S UNIVERSITY COLLEGEVILLE MINNESOTA 56321 TEL. 612-363-2444

OSB HOEFGEN_00072



EVALUATION FOR: BROTHER FRANCIS ROEFGEN, 0.5.B.

Francls '1s epending the current semester at:.Luther Seminary in
S5t. Paul in order to broaden his ecumenical sense of theology
and ministry. Apparently Fran Is congldered solid enough by
his religlous superiors that they would have encoursged.him to
embark op this somewhat unuaual program,

Fran presents z placld appearance and & sofi-spoken manner and
generally is most pleasant to visit with. Yet I -believe that

he has to wrestle interiorly with feelinge of anger and hostility,
which occasionally emerge to the purface.

As Dean of Divinity my relations with Fran have been quite easy:
I sense faor the most part his concern to prepare himself well
for the order of priesthood. TFrom my vantage point I have no
hesitation in recommending thaf he continte on the path toward
Roly Orders. -

Respectiully,

{Rev,) Alfred Deutsch, 0.5.8.
Dean-Rector

SCHOOL OF DIVINJTY SAINT JOHN’S UNIVERSITY COLLEGEVILLE MINNESOTA 56321 TEL. 612-363-2444
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SATNT JOHN'S ABBEY

T

CASH AND OUTSIDE | (ap)
Please total alk A/P antries which sppear on ynur
personet print out and enter the sum oA |(ne 2
below. These represeat outside charges. Then
rotal your CASH entries and enter this amount on

Vine Tote? cesh reczlved from othe u
19 ¢ recorded oo ljne &, (This, o a
will appear of your personal pring .
fo 1O
24§
25 n
323 %7
o 3D
3138

Sea raversa aida for ¥ey vo abbreviations and
Flease submit origina! to dasignated Supswior

REPORT OF EXPENDITURES

EREAKDOWN OF CASH PURGHASES AND OUTSIDE CHARBES

Please jtemize the expguditures that you incurred
during this period through use of Cash Withdrawn,
Cash Recelved from ather sources, and A/P. The
sub-toral #n thTs column will cbvivusly equal the
sub-tox2! in Golumn 1.

atary notes.
tain yellow eopy for yowr files.

ease
record
charges
the
najor

COLLEGEVILLE, MINNESOTA

19 7 ¥
|9 B
LCHARBES WITHIX THE ABBEY
| all pther items by category and
belgw. Please specify Bookstere

Indieated. [f the total for any cof
categories is large, please lisl the
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GUFTS RECEIVED

TIf eived any g 1
ki than ten ¢ rs
Pl m balow,

-
4
FOR

A H
Vacatlon # Qther
i : o -
i
Jan-ank: S 3,
HAY-AUB: ] . .

'
SEPT-DEC: N s

PR Aitiod
TOTAL FOR VEAR}
® Your

recorded roper  tegories
the

KEY

A/P - Accoungs Payable. |Fyuhis entry appeays - .

your’'p n rint ost, a
paid by t u T
murchesg
repalit, 3 i

seription ¢t ;

AUTO  Car expense for parsonal wse at:10¢/nile;

8K - Thesa are Bookstore charges made fo- pur—
chases at the University Boskstore.

CARP < Garpeater Shop charges: I

GUPL ~ These are charges made at the Bup
Benter-for such services -as- xerax
vilithing, or for postage, paper

-~ pEke. S . .
ELEC r Electri Shop charges

'
FQOD cotil ¢ 1ne
X ] for ar,
For pe
atc, e s S
1:18R 'for xaroxlng, ete.
Lig charges for 11quor chtaingd f-om
L supply.
LP Jfess, charges wou)  include any
oF tha Fress that may have
and tn
I’:Am
RANY
PUR
TR
YELE
tions - g the
cowit, see

MAMES AND ADDAESSES OF RELATIVES

ou to
ARB, >
ther +

EERDT o2t 20

[ A

2ip

fare phore

ey o i Srate

LYTY ¢ /C o SexerT T

W [ SRR Pl
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PPV THREIFPUPPY WOV NS S YR

PLEASE GIVE NAMES AND ADDRESSES
OF YOUR NEAREST RELATIVES,

{Even if you filled this out last year.
this migh!. require updating.)

NAMENrs , _
STREET:

CITY AND STATE:

NAME,
! Mr. & Mre.

STREET:
CITY AND STATE:

N s
AME . g
STREET:

CITY AND STATE

CONFIDENTIAL
FOR MEDIATION USE ORLY
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Evalnai:-iop: of .B.rotyér. Frangis Hoefgen, 0.5.3. og

Brot?gf_?:ancis seems to fit in well with the activities and pro-
gram of thé'Jnntbr&te. Semewhat quiet and reserved, he nevertheless
seems to pet aloﬁg with all his ¢onfreres well, and he occasionally
displays a quiet sense of humor.

I flnd Brother Pran observant in all aspects of the Juniorate and

menastic way of lifej; his attendance at monastic exercises is very geoodj

he gives regular atiention té prayer and spiritual reading. -y
Brother Fran is epoperative and sincer¢, and I believe he is
honestly striving to develop in the sprit of the monastic lifes I
leok for Him to continue to progresss
Brother Fran is spending the spring semester attending Luther

Seminary in St. Paul.

i John Kulas, 0SB,
Master of Jduniors -

1'._ y fl .’."
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SAINT JOHN’S ABBEY

COLLEGEVILLE, MINNESCTA 56321
April 15, 1975

A SUMMARY of FRANCIS HOEFGEN's Progress as a First Year Theologian

Fran began theological studies in the summer of 1974, That summer he studied
"Christology" and "Snyoptics.! He enjoyed the summer very much and both Fr,
Peters and Fr, Dillon were pleased to have him for a student. In the fall of
1974 Fran fulfilled the first year Div. 400 requirement and also took a German
Reading course and organ lessoms. The first semesfer he excelled in teaching
an all-girl 9th grade CCD course at St. Mugustine's in St. Cloud., His rather
goft and mild manner won over the group apnd the course went very well. The
assistant priest at St. Augustine's mentioned that Fran wde more effective with

his clasg than the assistant was with the class he had.

During January Fran took Fr, Don Talafous' course in "Prayer, Spirituality
and Mysticism." This also was a good experience for Fran.

Tn March of 1975, Fran moved to the Luther Theological Seminary in Minmeapolis.
His courses there i'nclude "Wigdom Litexature,’ "Later Middle Ages and Reformation,"
“Oontemplative living and Listening' and ”Kierkegaard " Hig stay there is for

one semester.

This summer Fran would like to andit a course in "John" and take two courses
for eredit. One would be "Eucharistic Liturgies,” I think Fran intends to go

on the '"Jervsalem Program' in 1976.

Since Fran was away from the Abbey during the month of Japwary im 1974, at
Luther Seminary for the second semester of 1974-75, and 4if he is gome to Jerusalem
second semester of 1975-76, it means he has been away from the Abbey for a good
part of his juniorate fosmaetion. This may be a weakness in his “over-sll"

formation.

I am happy the way Fran has progressed this year. Tis spiritual life appears
to be sound, He has .a duo-trait! about his personality., He can be warm, friendly,
and very sensitive and then apain he can be moody and unapproachable.” But I can

honestly say the good and positive traits are taking precedence more and more,
T em confident that he is going to be a truly fine priest, a credit to St. Jomm's

Cletus Connors, 0.S.B.
Assistant Prioxr
Director of Abbey Education
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May 2, 1975
Dear John

Thaiik you very much for your letter, it was good to hear from you. First of
all I can happily tell you that the experience is Living up to expectations

in wany way. Classes are very interesting, especially my history class on
‘T.ater Middle Agep and Reformation' which helps to be in an environment where
éne can see where all these changes have lead us. Also I enjoy the disciissions

“in that class as well as cutside of c¢lass. My class on 'Contemplative Living

mnd Listening' is very rewarding too, enclesed is an article im relation to
that class. As you know I am on retreat this wéek-end at Winona with my
section of the class, should be very fruitful and I hope to put’ together some
of my thoughts regarding my paper on silence and solitude. When I do finish
thé paper I will send a copy to you hecause I want to share my ideas with you
in order to help you understand where 1 am at regards prayer. Right now I
intend to write on what one's attitudé should be with regards te silence and
wvhat our 'expectations! should or should not be

Also have been helping out on a selfstudy group here at Luther with regards teo
spiriteal formation. They are attempting to set up some sort of a progiam here
for next years First of all the group divided up and tried to find out what

is being done at the other seminaries of the consortium; so myself and two other
friends of mine set out to find out what is being done at St. John's seminary.
Obwicusly the only places where there was any program was at St. John's and St.
Paul Seminary. Anyway, our group reported on St. John's and 1 gave some
reflections on formation as I have seen it at St. John's Abbey. 4&nd that is

the other sheet enclosed, also wanted teo share that with you.

Dietrich called last Tuesday evening so I have heard the news of the chapter
vote, there seems to be so many changes taking place at the Abbey these days.
Will be a very different place when I return in several weeks. Things certainly
do seem to be rather busy there these days.

Yes T have been over to St. Bernard's a few times. Abour two weeks ago I was

‘over there pm a Fridey evening and fad an interesting digcussion with Fr. Mel

and hic relation to the Abbey after having been in the parish for so leng.

Also was over there for Palm Sunday and had dinner there with two students from
here. Also saw Bob Wieber at St. Olaf orce when I went to mass there. ALl

of this helps me to put the Monastery in a different light and I do think it
has helped very much to evaluate my monastic life and my prayer life in
relation to being away from the Abbey. One thing that helps is that seven of
us get together to pray every moming at 7:30 for about fifteen minutes or so.
sometimes we use Abbey prayer but it varies a lot, we each take our turn at
leading prayer. Ihere are a lot of other aspects of monastic life that look
different to me now and we can talk about that much more when I return. Flus
being here has helped very much to understand the Lutheran tradition and I can
see now how much emphasis ig still placed on justification by grace through
faith as well as works-righteousness. Also how they manage to relate almost
everything to Law and Gospel somehow. But it is truly and interesting experience

Well it is time to go to chapel (10:00 AM) so I'll close for now and may the
peace of &ur Lord be with you £lways! By the way I°11 be at the Abbey for
Ascension Thursday so I%11 at least he able to see you then. Am coming up with
the class on Western Monasticism, God Bless!

o
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SAINT JOHN’S ABBEY
COLLEGEVILLE, MINNESOTA s6321
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THE . R
SAINT JOFHNS ABBEY+ .cor..}aqﬁvmuﬁ, MINNESOTA
66321

OFFICE OF THE ABROT

This 1s to p_;arti-fy that
' Brother Francis Hpefgen, 0.S8.B.;,
was instituted inta thé ministry of ACOLYTE on December 22, 1975 »

by Abbot John Eidenschink, 0.5,B., of St. John's Ahbey.

Signed this 25th day of February, 1976
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April 6, 1975

Francis Hoefgen

Fran has come a long way in his years in the Juniorate. In

developed into a serious and sincere mouk, a EENerous and sen-
& commitment

T bhelieve 3rother

my opinion he has

sitive confrere. He has a clear perception of the monastic life as &
to Christ, and he is ready now to make that commitment here at St. John's.
Rrother Rman is # guiet and thoughtful, thoroughly convinced of the importance
of prayer and solitude in the 1life of ©the monk, and he devotes himself to this
with great perseverance. At the same time he 15 ar eager and generous community
mem ;er, Though quiet, he possesses a fine sense of humor, a&nd he seems to get
alonz well with all his confreres. HEe is sensitive to the neesds of othesrs, and
eager to be of service. e is particular"y conczmned about the welfare of
guests and visitors, and he hes devoted a lot of time to making caddidbes feel

welcome and at home,

Though in the past he may have been tense and even moody, Le seems much more
relagsd now and at peace. He is deeply concerned to be a gond menk and ultimately
a good priest. By his own admission he hasg no particular attachments in terms
of future assignments., He frels that he is open to any assignment. He wonld,
I believe, be very interested in the pacochial apostolate.

Brother Fran has made very commendaile progress, and I have no hesitation in
reccoumending hisg acceptance for solemn vows.
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JOHN'’S ABBEY
COLLEGEVILLE, MINNESOTA §6311

ANNUAL EVALUATION FROM THE SCHOOL OF DIVINITY

Date: 29 June 1978
RE: Francis Hoefgen, 0.S.B.
FROM: Director of Benedictine Priestly Formation

Fran was a second-year student in the School of Divin-
ity this past year. It is apparent that he is a2 serious
and consclentious student. Xe 1s cne of the most con-
scientious monks in the entire community when it comes
to helping individuals or at monastic functions. Tn his
own quiet way he does more good than most people realize,

During the second semester Fran's courses included: "New
Testament Greek," "Eecclesiology,' "Eucharistic Liturgies,"
and "Liturgical Preaching and Presidency.' His January
project was an independent study of "Monastic Spilritual-
ity" under the supervision of Fr, Alexander, 0.5.B.

Fran's priestly formation seems to be developlng well.
h  struggled +t sever of the qu ions ¢
p esthood st n . I confident at the ng

ar ill beap i ble o for him. is pl e
to spend the second semester in Israel.

bS5 M
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LAST WILL AND TESTAMENT

IN THE NAME OF GOD. AMIN,
I,
otherwige known ag being of legal age,

of sound mind and memory, do hereby make, publish, and declare this to be my last will and .

FIRST: I give, devise, and bequeath to

all property, real, personal, and mixed, which I now possess or which I may hereafter acquire;

SECOND: I hereby nominate and appoint

as the exeeutor of this will, without bond or inventory.

- 8

IN WITNESS WHEREOF I have hereunto set my hand this .. .. day of LY/~

ignature) 3 R
' / 7

Signed, published, and declared by the above named
a8 as
last will and testament, in the presence of us, who in presence and at .. Yequest, and in the

presence of each other, have hereunto subseribed our names as witnesses the day and year above written,

088
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ZVALUATION FOR: BROTHER FRANCIS HOETGEN, 0.5.B.

Brother Prancls seems to fit in well with the activities and
program of the Juniorste. Somewhat quiet and rzeserved, he
nevertheless seems to get along with all his confreres well,
and he ‘accasionally displays a guniet sénse of humor.

I find Brother Fran observant in all aspects of the Juniorate
and wonastic way of life; his 4attendance At monastic exercises
1s very good; ke gives regular attention to prayer and spiritual

teading.

Brothér Fran is5 cooperative and sincere, and I believe he is
nonestly striving to develep in the spirit of the momastic
life. I look for him to continue to progress.

Brother Fran is spending the spring semesrer attending Luther
Seminary in St. Paul.

Respectfuily,

(Rev.) John Kylas, 0.S.B.
Master of Juniors

CONFIDENTIAL
FOR MEDIATION USE ONLY
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13 Iuly 1976

Reverend and dear Fither,

t »
t
? y
2 T
B ty sh
te th,

With 411 good wishes and tha preyer that Ged bless you and your work, T
am

gineerely yourk in Christ,

Jotm Eidenschiak, 0.5.B8,
Abbot

IR/ ev
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SAINT JOHN’S ABBEY ,
COLLEGEVILLE, MINNESOTA ;6321

ANNUAL EVALUATION FROM THE SCHOOL OF DIVINIIY
DATE: 29 Novembex 1976
RE: Frencis Hoefgen, 0.5,B.

FROM: Director of Banedictine Priestly Formation

Fran ig a third-year student 1in the School of Divimity.

g talke p JeTus progr his
s ster. olemm and r sts’ to
a this & ng. I lease th the
pr . In
ma B ligti
in o 11y h

sound,"

Thig semester his clagses included: "Litwrgical History
Seminar,” "Pauline Corpus,” "Hebrew" and "Clinical Pastoral

Education."

cc/ev
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December, 1976
EVALUATION FOR: FRANCIS HOEFGEN, 0.§.B.

I haven't seen much of Fran thls yesr, but from what
I have seen, I would say that he seems more settled.
The onl]y real interchange I had with him was briefly
in counection with the hospital chaplaincy course.
During this time he asked good gueations and was
willing to participate,

If it 4s hie wilsh to continuve his career as e priest,
I recommend his ordihation to thé dlacomate,

Respectfully,

(Rev.) Michael Naughton, 0.S.B.
Ditector, Pastoral Program
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21 March 1977

Brother Francls Hoefgen, 0.8.E.
Terza Sancta Youth Ledge

Post Office Box 17030

Ein Rarim

Jerusalen, Isvael

Dear Brother Fran:

On this Feast of Saiwt Benedict I mok only wish to thank you for

th 1lth,: al o send the other
ty best  she r the I hepe you
ty cele te Feast .
I ¥ to that eve is wall -- Father
¥ iefl evening wap happy ab ia op-
PO i a a o he prog in ac
He 1 d ay te b le to t
Je » I t for a ¢ to To s I

leave tomorrow morning.
In the hope that others are keeping you abreast of the news, and
with renewed greetings to all, I am

Devotedly yoursa,

JE/ev
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SPRING 1977 JERUSALEM PROGRAM
August 9, 1977
SELF LVALUATICN: FRAN HOEFGEN, 0SB

Regarding a self-evaluation of one's spiritual progress it seems im-
portant to look at expectations and present realities. First of all
I had ‘great expectations for this semester in Jerusalem though I did
not quite know what I was expecting. My basic approach was one of
openness to the Splrit and an attempt to accept what the Lord would
show me in Israel. Because there are legss obligations living here
than at St, John's, I actually found it somewhat easier to set aside
time daily for meditation end spiritual reading which focused around
Cageian's Conferences and Institufes.

Also around February I started attending the prayer meetinge at Ecce
Homo on Tuesday nights and In that context I received spfritual dizec—
tion from Francis Martin and that for me was a turning point. After
that I found my days centered more on Christ in terms of my relations

in the group. Also I feel T've made great progress regazding a few
spiritual problem areas that I dezlt with during my stay here. I an
confident that with my return to the abbey and my spiritual dirdctox

I will be able, God willing, to continue Irn A more disciplined spiritual

1life -that I know 1s essentlal.

1 do believe that the Lord is working powerfully in my life as well as
seeing the Lord working through me and being willdng to accept that
reality. As well as bedlug able to accept that responsibility vpon re-
turning to St. John's. Overall this Jerusalem experlence has made me
much more comfortable with myself as well as a deeper fealing of the
Spirit dn prayer and the peace that is within our reach if we turn to
the Lord with all owr heart. As thig time i1s drawing to a close I have
been preparing myself in prayer and discussion for being prayed over by
the thavlgmndtit community in Jetusalem for-a-fuller manifeastation of- --
the Spitit in my life. I began this t in a powerful way by a week's
trip to the Sinai, which for me was th  ost besutiful week in Isrmel
in many ways. This is the first time that I've sought out such a

it fsmatie—commundty—and-T-do-be

Lord will send his Spirit im a deeper way if we but ask and pray for
such a manifestation. I am happy, too, that this will aid meé in my
commlitment of solemn vows of last summer.

0SB HOEF
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SERING 1977 JERUSALEM PROGRAM

Francils Hoefgen, 0.S.B.

Fran Hoefgen 1s & quiet, reflective peraon, but is aleo ready to
join in fun. Constitutionally incapable of inflicting pain on another,
he seems sometimes puzzled to aee that others do not have t’he' same
sensltivity. His gentleness aleo makee it emsy for others to confide
ia him. '

Respactfully submitted,

Thomas Wahl, 0.S8.B.
Jerusalem Program Director

August 25, 1977
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ST. JOHN'S ABBEY
COLLEGEVILLE, MINNERSOTA 56321

October 8,1977

Dear Abbot John,

On behalf of my Mom I am giving you this gift for tha Abbey. She
was with us from Saturdey through Wednesday and I know the stay will help
her very much through the ong winter. &8he will continue to kesp you in

her prayers and I know sha would appreciate your prayers very much.

God Bless,

frer

CONFIDENTIAL,
FOR MEDATION USE ONLY
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10 Dctober 1377

Dear Brother Fran:

Thank you fur your note of Saturday and with vhich yon enclosed a check
of 525 from your Mother. 1 have written her & note to thank her, I

am happy that she was eble to spend a few days with you and the commuaity.
With e prayer that ‘Ged bless you, I &m

Devotedly yours,

Abbot

JE/ev
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10 October 1977

Dear Mre.

Yesterday Brother Fran geve me your check of $25 which yoe had left
with him as a gift to the Ab'b'ey. 1 am grateful to you for this glft
and I am happy that you were able to spend a few days here. I hope.

that you enjoyed your stay,

I am grateful, also, for your prayers and I assure you of & remembrance
in mine, )

With every good wish, and a prayer that fiod bless you, I am

Sincerely Vours,

Jotm Eidenschink, 0.8,B.
Abbot

JE/ev
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SAINT JOHN’S ABBEY
COLLEGEVILLE, MINNESOTA 5632t

ANNUAL EVALUATION FROM THE SCHOOL OF DIVINITY
DATE: 18 NWovember 1977

RE: Francis Hoefgen, 0.S.B.

FROM: Director of Benedictine Priestly Formatiou

Fren is a third-year student in the School of Divinity.
He is 11 solemn vows and i3 applying to receivé the
diaconate in the spring of 1978,

Altbough his academic course '"load" is rather light in
the School of Divinity -~- "Rites of Initiation" and
"Rites of Reconciliatlon" -- Fran also serves the
monestic community as socius to the novices, Wearing
“two hats" hag beem a sourcé of some pain for Fran but
he seems to be dealing with it realistically and using
it &s an opportunity to grow pergonaelly and as a
ministet.

Fran's participation in monastic exercises is good.

@(ﬁp ! .5;/‘;‘*@:,%,}}%_6;;_,?. e : e e e |

(Rev.) Andre Brisasett, 0.8.B.

AB/ev
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o= —(Revs )y Michael Naughteon;= 078y -=

THIRD YEAR THECLOGIAN EVALUATION
Francis Hoefgen, 0.8.B.
Fall Semester, 1977
January 9, 1978

I think Pran underretes himself. It oeemed to me last year

in ‘the hospital program he began to discover some of the posi-
tive qualities that he has--compassion, an ability to feel
with others, & ability to idéntify constructively with others'
weakness, etc. I hope this .growth continuee, but I have not
been in close enough association with him ro know.

I think he relates pretty well with his classmates, both
diocesan and Benedictine, but I den't know if he ever gets
jnto discussing "things that matter'" with them. In other
words, I'm not sure how much he uses his own peers to further
hia own education. But I do experlence him as pleasant to be
around, though sometimes quite anxious.

From what I ¥mow of him, I believe I can recommend him posi- .
tively for diacomate, with the proviso that the reception of
diaconate or even priesthood does not signal a halt in his
growth. Frankly, I believe it would do him well to spend his
deacon internship away from the Abbey; so that he can Jearn to
deal and cope with problems other than internicene struggles.

Respectfully submitted,

Director of Peatoral Formatlon
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DEACON EVALUATION
Spring Semester 1978-79

FRANCIS HOEFGEN 0.S5.B.

This final evaluation from the Schoel of Theology ought to be
read in conjunction with previcus evaluations. The scope of
this present evaluation is &) a summary of both my own per-
ceptions and the evaluations of others of Br. Fran during the
deacon internship and b) other pexceptions, direections, etc.,
that I might note.

Fran found preaching a "powerful experience" and did quite
well at it. One of the two lay evaluators which filled out
the School form said that Fran's sermons were “"obviously well
researched, good facts, very 'listenable' and just a touch

of humor. Not too long." The other person noted that Fran's
homilies are "meaningful, timely, sincere and zhow evidence

of conscientious preparation.” This particnlar evaluator also
noted, . "His delivery is direct with the finesse which is char-
acteristic of the Benedictines.”" During his stay in Hastings,
Fran noted that the feedback he got from people was "foxr the
most part realistic, largely positive in nature. The people
in the community are very receptive and attentive which helped

a great deal.”

Fr., Florian commented that Fran would begdn hils preparation
for a homily early in the week. He described Fran's prepara-—
tion as "thorough." Fr. Stephen said Fran's sexrmon delivery
was "excellent." His reading was desc¢ribed as "understandable
with good presence." Fran felt that he did well in teaching,
also, He felt that he was "effective without being authori-
tarian." The pastor received "many good reports,” and the
associate noted that Fran "is able to start where the students
are and brings them to an understanding of the subject matter.”

FPran was able to relate, as one evaluator noted, "splendidly"
with everyonev—He was “perceived-as-having a-charm and an-out--
gocing personality which was able to delight teenagers and chil-
dren. The other lay evaluator noted that Fran related well
with her family ~ eight children and "a seventy year old grand-

Evaluators described Fran ag a "very sincere person who conducts

himself in a manner well suited to an individual of his status.
Fr. Florian sald, "He is very well liked and highly respected.
He would be regarded as a community-builder in the best sense
of tha*+ term. He i¢ cheerful, hard-working, gives good example

n
-
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FRANCIS HOEFGEN, 0.S.B.
Page 2 .

Fr. Stephen noted that Fran is a "pleasant and sensitive pexr-
sonality, (his) conduct withal 1s good, (his) attitude gives
direction to all that he does for the good of all."

Fran also gave convert imstruction, and cne of the converts

filled out an evaluation. She described Fran as, "warm,

personable, very easy to talk to." She notes, "I worked with

Deacon Fran on a one-to-one basis receiving my instruction in

Catholicism through him. He was very helpful and cooperative

in angwering ny tions and teaching Catholic doctrine.
field."

Fran's strengths are described by Fr. Florian as the ability

to impart a "real sense of community...to others."” TPr. Florian
notes that Fran's leadership is such that he can "exert with-
out dominating." Both Frs. Florian and Stephen noted Fran's
active life of faith and his dependence on God.

In reference to the gquestion of skills that may need improve-
ment, Fr, Florian says, "Possibly a better willingness to

accept people who do not follow his leadership or suggestions.
He would accept the people but could become less enthusiastic.
Possibly a better or more comfortable feeling when visiting

the sick. I believe that all his skills and assets will imprcve
further with experience." Fran notes that he would like his
initial contacts with high school =tudents to be "smoother” and
feels he needs t6 improve in helping families that have experi-

enced a death.

I+ seemed evident to me, and 1s corroborated by the evaluations,
that Fran grew in self-confidence during his stay in Hastings.
One of Fran's goals seemed to be to explore how community could
be developed in a parish staff, :@and that exploration paid off

in Hastings. The staff there worked well together, and gathered
each morning for prayer alo h noh-Benedictine staff members.
As afd individual, Fran is c ed to prayer and sees its rela-
tionship to ministry:r "Faithfulness to prayer will be my number
dneé 'co e¥rn (thig” Beméstér a o ') 4’1’ t1  feel 7
that w 1 be my biggest help r ing qua at ns for
ministry because that will allow the Lord to more easily work

through me, wherever I will be.”

Relationships among staff memhers at Hastings were such that
they facilitated the growth of the deacon. There were weekly
staff meetings at which Pran felt comfortable with the exchange
of ideas regarding "liturgy preparations as well as different

ways to handle situations."
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FRANCIS HOEFGEN, 0.S8.B.
Page 3

It's my impression that Fran has, during his years of theological
study, matured considerable. "My impression is that he is better
able to speak his mind to those in authority, that he has grown

in confidence of himself and his work, and that his relationships

are personally and prefessionally productive.

I, with Frg. Plorian and Stephen and the parishioners of
St. Boniface Church in Hastings, can positively recommend
Fran for erdination.

Respectfully submitted,
{Rev,) Michael Naughton, C.S8.B.
Director of Pastoral Education
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15 March 1979

The Reverend Francie Hoefgen, 0.8.B.
Saipt John's Abbay
Oolingavilie, Minnesota %6321

Dear Yather Fran:

Fether Aloysius, Vicar for Abbey Parishes apd Chapiainpies, has spoken
to you pbout an asgignment for the coming yeer. He, Fothor Prior and
I have mat several times bath meay the and of ilsgt yesr end in the
first two monmthe of this year. About & weck age I judged that the
time had come to wwite 2ach of the bisheps invelved, anking esch to
approve the recommended changes smonp our men working im thefir
regpoctive diocepges, T heve now heord foom cuch ef the bivhops and

so I am hozewdth edldng yoi to accept the appointoent, to be effective
on July 17 of this yeer: ap nacociste psster mr Szint Boniface parish
in Qold Spring. I sincerely hope that the acsigament will be aAgreeebls
te you, and I pray thut God will contdme to bless you snd your work.

In the letter to the empositl Y meationed that 21l in the commumity
flere ave well, I em sure you lnow this end T presume that you sre
fware that Pather Comelfus, vho returped Prom the Mahemag about tvo
wapks age afeer syffering from heavt attweke there, is nat msking the

progress he had hoped to make,

With every gond wich for the remainder of this Lenteén sesson, ¥ &m

Devetedly yours,

Abbot

JE/ev
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April 11, 1979 My name: Francls F. Hoefgen

M A A i
ADDRESSES OF MY CLOSEST RELATIVES

1) Name: Mrs.

Address: __

" City & State: 5 - s Zip Code: |

Televhone Number:

2) Name :.M.I:J..... ) i

Address: __

City & State: ; - y Zip Code:

Telephone Number:

3) Name: Mrs. ]

Address: ___

City & State: _ - y Zip Code:

Telephone Number:

4) Neme: Mrs..
Address: __ . (

City & State; __ Ce , Zip Code: i

Telephone Numbet:

5) Neme: Fr.

Agdress:

City & State: - , Zlp Code:

Telephone Number: _

6) Name: DMr. o o

Address:
City & Btate: s Zip Code: _
Telephone Number: =~
7) Name: Mrs. ’ .
Address:
City & State: __ } , 21p Code:

Telephone Number:

— -
—_—
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LENTEN INVENTORY FOR 1979

Please list below the more valuable items which have been committed to you
for your use, In addition, those serving-dniparishés and ‘chaplaincies ara
agked to mark these items so that they may be elesrly distinguished from
items that are the property of the parf{sh’ or the-institugion.

The list is to.be yeturned to the Abbot :at.thetendrof Lent. ON THE REVERSE,
please give the names, addresses, and phone numbers of your closest relatives.
Thank you. e

Those living and working in our migsfvd in Puerte Hico or in Japan should give
thelr Inventory and theidr list of closest relatives tp their respective Priors,
though each Prior should zend me his owm Ifiventory and list of rélatives,

Two~Piece Set of Luggage
Electric Olympia Typewriter
Guitar

Paddle-hall racquet

Tennis racquet

12 Volume Interpreter's Bible.
Small AM-FM Radio

Lots :ofuBooks
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tem conferimus, af ab

¢ Nostyo munitas -
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GEORGE HENRY SPELTZ

By the Prmndence Of God and Favor of the Apostolic See
_\

BI__SHOP»< OF SAINT CLOUD

By this Jetter we aunounce and festify that our beloved in Christ

FRANCIS HOEFGEN'

. was osdained o the onder of . .

i

-~ PRESBYT ER

nthe: 227 of . June . 1879

“‘at . S8t. Joan's Abbey Church, Collég'evi_l_le ;
fa " : : ‘Minnesota’

Given at St; Cloud; Minnesola on this_ 22 - dayof__June

in the yw of Onf Lord 1979 .

ﬁishl)p of Saint Cloud
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Francis F, l-ioef'gen, Q.8.B.

Monk of St. John's Abbey

Ordained 2 Priest

June 22, 1979
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11 .
News release from St. John's Univer B1R-363-259¢

Thom. Wm. Woodward, publie¢ information director

FR. FRANCIS HOEFGEN, 0SB 168-7%
TO CELEBRATE FIRST MASS

6-27-79
FOR RELEASE: Immediate

tw

COLLECEVILLE, Minn. -~ The Rev., Francls Hoefgen, 0SB, a native of Menominee,
Mich., will celebrate his first Mass at Holy Redeemer Church in Menominee on
Sunday, July 1. Fr. Hoefgen was ordained to the priesthood on Friday, June 22,
by the Most Rev, George Speltz, bishop of the Diocese of St. Cloud.

Fr. Hoefgen, the youngest of 12 children of Mrs. and the late

, attended St. John's Catholic Grade School in Menominee and
Salvatorian Seminary in St. Nazianz, Wls. He graduated from St. John's Univer-
sity here with a bachelor of arts degree in 1972 and entered St. John's Abbey
that summer. Fr., Hoefgen professed simple vows in 1973 and professed sclemn
vows 1n 19763 he was ordained deacon in 1978. TFr. Hoefgen received his master
of arts degree in scripture from St. John's School of Theology herte this year.

In 1975, Fr. Hoefgen spent & semester at Luthe%h Theological Seminary iu
St. Paul; he spent Spring 1977 in Jerusalem through 8t. John's program there;
in 1977-78 he assisted the novice master at St. John's Abbey.

Fr. Hoefgen's oldest brother is a Salvatorian brother at S$t. Nazlanz;
his brother is a diocesan priest for the Diocese of Marquette, Mich.,
stationed at Newberry. The entire Hoefgen family attended his ordination here.

Fr. Hoefgen will now serve as assoclate pastor at 5t. Boniface Parish in

Cold Spring, Mimn.

- 30 -

n STty s i
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27 July 1979

Dear Mvs,

Thank you for your letter of the 25th and for the domatisn which you
enclosed in themkwgiving.

It was good to ses you and mewhers of the fawily when Father Fran wae
ordained,

I bope that your health continues to be good apd that the Loxd will
give you meny years to enjoy all of your children but easpecisliy
the two priests.

Father Pran hea gene to his new asgignment and I am sure he will do
good there, '

With every pood wish, and the prayer that‘God blass you and yours,
1 am

Sincerely yours,

Jobn Eddemschink, 0.S5.B.
Abbot

JE/ev

OSB HOEFGEN 00078



CERTIFICATE OF FILING
OF
COPY OF CREDENTIALS OF ORDINATION .

STATE OF WISCONSIN
Office of Clerk of Circuit Court
Waukesha County, Wisconsin

Virginia E. Hunkins ' Clerk of the Circuit Court, within and for the

1,
County of Waukesha, in said stats, do hereby ceitify that Rev, ..Fxancis Hoefgen 0.5.%a; this day filed
in my office a copy of his Credentials of Ordination in compliance with the requiremeénts of Section 245.17

Stnt'dte's of-1975 of the State o1 Wiscansin.

In testimony whetao%é.)hgve heieto set my hand and official seal at Waukesha this —30Ch day of

Novembe
3 . . ) . 5

Clerk of \Circuit Court ;
Waukesha County, Wisconsin
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Join  erof St. nedict. o
© ran ot ersfind eacei co ve t

felt she was doing God's will—a
Ieeling she ulso hed when she was

married.
She described her routine as a

five new novices wears a Benedic-
tona
. the r
11 September.
T edule for novices at
St Inctudes murning
end, evening prayers, Mass and
cldsses on the liturgy, on the rule
of St, Benedict and _on what the
vawed life means,
The novitlate is a year's trial pe-
riod after Which the novices make Francis,
first f
will ¢ m

MP}S Star : oo
OC:" v fm/l ' q ?0 am her son,
p-1¥A B

Rich-
vows

now at
Meirose,

also wlil da some
norsng.
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Mon., Fob. 2, 1881/ Daily Times, St. Cloud, Minn./ 1€

Times photo by Steve Walt

Alex .erde. .

Cold Spring kid
find a new han  ut

out after the "big: unless
shop. Tho Fonz

|

Other § ne b0
Since or have

L3N

only adult

92RBON,
for ramodeling Yut pirobably

the Rev. Fran Hoefgren, Kalhy’Dingmann. Gary Fischbach and

A

A%

By MARY LAHR
Times Reglonel Edilor

worst,

come
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MAY 27, 1952

ST.CLOUD VI{SITOR  PAGE15

Parable of the talents comes to life in Cold Spring

COLD SPRING — When the people
of 81, Boniface parish here agreed to
help Father ¥ran Hoefgen OSB with
s they may nol have
Id be working on it

Father. Fran, iospired by the
challe Al eastern States
priest enfed to his galion,

handed an envelope to 41 parishion--

.ecs as they entered choreh for 10:30
a.m. Masg last November 15,

i d
wil s
asked.,

¢ willing to help me
this Sunday?”’ he

parable of the talents, Father Fran

arti n se the
tale o mare
money-for the parish.

“'One of the people said il wa
fiest dme he ever Icft church
more money than when he came,”
Father Fran recalled.

But this month they sefurned to

church with considerably more 1han.

the $400 with which they left last
November — $2,978 more,

tajents were engaged in
th

Three parishioners went to Las

and returned with a **slight in-

in funds.'” Several other

parishioners successfully used the
money in card games.

One peison enlered a bowling
tournament and won the $85 prize.

_Another bowler used the mooey in

his or y pi core
wen ng six , he
Loss ar the His
average grew by <0 pins.

A nine-year-ald gir tch-
hmal oo Vit marde 3 tin

parishiomers used to
the investmenl. He described (hem
Jast November.

her He keeps it
are to use hisfa .

Making craft items and sclling
chances on them was popular. Twn
s umd

player

One fellow boughl a case of beer
and threw a party se the for
50 cents a bottle. S ty-fi nis
interest was earned an a five dallar

sofficcas

bank account, over lhe six month
yeriod,

A gas station awner invested the
maoney in his business and reluened a
pereentage on every load of pas that
came iy,

One woman made $225 through a
of cts, She first baught

s on ball boards and won.

She look the winnings and played
ecarde unel wan acain Finallv  the

were purchased from
him with his sermon

bought rubic cubes and sold them
for Christmas gifts.

But on¢ man decided to give of
himself, He took pledges for each
pound of weight he could lose in o
two-week period  Cighleen pounds
later. the parish was $1,044 richer

Only four people did nothing.
YIt was a very interesting com-

munity project,’”” Father Fran Jearn-
ad "'Pannle eniaved i "
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CONFIDENTIAL Mazeh 23, 1984

Mr. Viamnent Xeoe Re: Franels F. Boefgen
Chiaf of Police

418 Main Streat

Cold Sprimg, Minnesota 56320

Dear Chiaf Ronz:

T am writing te yem in referenne to the abovae samed patient of the Saint
Luke Inptituts, Father Freancis Hoefgen. As you nay be , Pather Hpef
vee admitted to the Baint Lumke Fastitnmte on March 22,11884 and will DLe
vndexgoing a medical and pevehiatric evaluation 23530, 1984,

1 spolegime firgt 1f I did ner comsnlt you prior to Wy sStrong reco o
to Fagher Hoafgen aend his religious seperier, r Jerome Theisen, of Bt,
John's Abbey that he lesve the Brape of Mimmesots for the psychlatric evalua-
tion lumediately. After our consultatise together, T felt that it would be
dn the best interest of Father Boefgen 1€ the ev oo begsn ely a0
that a2 preper tregtment dispesition could bhe congidered in the immadiste ,
futvre.

The Saint Luke Inatiturta ic & preoperly licensed psychdstrie facility which
denls with clergy and religilous wen and who have
dependency prab &8 well as other gieal problems. Prisx to g
_suggedtion aon the proper tment B v VR A & svaluate rmthar
thoroughly the persen osver a two week pariod, The tg of chat riun
are shared with the patient and the religious vy end 8 tre t plan
then fashioped which would maet the indfvidual needs of thet patient apd

your referernce,

If I may be of further heip to ven or Stearns Couuty with reference to Fathetr
Heefgen, please do not hesitmte t® comtact me. I thaok you personslly for
your nelp to Father Hoefgesx during the rather diffienlt time he experienced
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Chief Vincenmt Kone -2- March 22, 1984

this pant wask in confremting this complex sacial prablem. If I may be
of particular help e the Cold Spring Commmity in the future, I hope
you will not hesitats to centact s,

I would also appreciate ir if yeu could inform ne as to the status of
formal charges against Father ¥oefgen submequent te the formal statement
he made to yeu snd the Commty Police Offieet.

Sincerely yours,

M st R Timae w1

(%ev) Michael R. Petersen, M D,
Executive Medical Director

amad

Clinical Assistanc Profesest
Department of Peychlatry

Georgetown University Medical School

ec: (1) Revexend Francis Haefgen
(Z) Pt. Reverend Jeromez Thaisén, 0.5.B.
Abbor, St. John's Abbey
(3) Reversad Daniel Ward, 0.S5.H.
Attoroey et Law,
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SAINT LUKE INSTITUTE

CONFIDENTIAL April 5, 1984

o

Right Reverend Jerome Theisen, 0SB

Abbot Re: P fatric
Saint John's Abbey

Collegeville, Minnesota 56321

Dear Abbot Jerome:

| thank you for referring Father Francls Hoefgen to me for a psychiatric
evaluation here at the Saint Luke Institute. As you are aware, Father

Hoefgen arrived on March 21,

ing the allegations against him being made public through the Chief of
Police of ColdSpring, Hinnesota, Mr. Vince Konz,

As we discussed, the reason for Father Hoefgen coming to the Saiat Luke la-
stituta for this evaluation is our conslderable experience with these kinds

of human problems in clergy. Because there are so many complex factors which

are Involved in any such allegations, it is my opinlon that a thorough
medlical, psychlatrie and neurologic evaluation should be completed on each

person prior to rendering a psychiatric opinion for the use of the authorities.

Our process of evaluation here is a rather complete one and Tncludes the
following parts:

(n

(2)
(3)
(4)
(5)
(6)
(7)
(8)
(9)

Structured interview by a3 mental health professional for evaluation of
drug and alcobol abuse potential

Psychlatric examinations by Dr. frank Vslcour and Dr, Mlchael Feterson
Physical Examination-and Neurologic ‘Examination- .
Electrocardicgram (ECG)

Chest X~ray

Electroencephaiogram (EEG)

Computerized Tomographic Brain Scan Study (CT Braln Scan)

Blacd and urine laboratory tests including endogrine studies
Neuropsychological testing including Wechsler Adult {ntelligence Scale,
Wechsler Memory Scale, Halstead-Rejitan Neuropsychological Battery, and
Hinnesota Multiphasic Personality inventory,.

‘?’E&a‘ g e

2420 Hrooks Drive  Suitlund, Maryland 20736-3294  (301) 967-3700
A nunspedit vrcanization

1984 far the rather lengthy evaluation follow-
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Rt. Rev, Jerome Theisen, 0SB -2~ April 5, 1984

et “thie end of the evaiuation period, | personally spent time with Father
Hoefgen discussing the different results of the various tests and inter-
views. Any abnermal laboratory or physical findings were discussed and
appropriate referrals to various specialists were made, This letter is a
brief summary of the findings of the evaluation and my recommendations for

his future psychiatric care,

First, it is important to put in perspective the actual allegations against
father Hoefgen. From my interview and that of our ather psychlatrist, Dr.
Frank Valcour, we were both quite convinted, that Father Hoefgen has struggled
with celubacy rather successfully since his ordination to the priesthood

and his a<signment ta the parish church in Cold Spring, Minnesota five years
age. The two incidents with the 17-year-old disturbed youngster were iso-
lated events whlch occurred over a two day period., The young man was not a
minor according to Minnesota law. Hore importantly, Father Hoefgen realized
lmmediately the inappropriateness af his actions and discussed it with the’
young man immediately. He further arranged for the young man to leave the
rectory situation the following day and be placed in a more appropriate social
setting. Finally, he discussed it at the time with a support group of clergy
in the area and struggled to put into perspective the two incidents with his
important vow of celibacy as a Roman Catholic priest, There were no other
sexual acting out inecidents to my understanding either before or after the
two incidents with this young man in the five yvears since ordination.

Second, we attempt to place such an isclatel incident in a context and to make
sure that either psychiatric problems or drug/alcohol problems did not aggra-
vate the acting out behaviors., In the course of cur evaluation and extensive
testing, there was no evidence of drug or alcohel abuse pridgr to the incident
or during the incident, Further, there is no evidence of psychosis or other
major psychiatric disorder in Father Hoefgen and no history of significant
emotional disturbance Tn his family. The extensive neurological and neuro-
psychological testing demonstrated no abnormalities such as brain tumor,
epilepsy or other disorders which would contribute to a pattern of disturbed

acting out behaviors,

Third, the lifestyle and contributions of Father Hoefgen to the Cold Spring
Community over the years have been exemplsry. There is Ho evidénca of hefero-
sexual or homosexual acting out or participation in any subculture activities.
There is further no evidence, in my professicnal cpinion, of any history or
desire for pedephillac activities (e.g., desire for sexual contact with minors),

In view of these findings, | would make the fallowing recommendations to you
with reference to Father Hoefgen and future treatment for him:

(1) Father Hoefgen should be allowed to return to the State of Minnescta in
the next two week period for dealing with the legal charges pending
against him; if my appearing in Court would be helpful to the Court, |
would 3ccompany him at your request or that of his Tegal counsel.

VIS DMLY
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Rt. Rev. Jerome Theisen, 0SB -3~ April.5, 1984

~
“
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{2} If the Couit is In agreement, | would recommend that Father Hoefgen
return to the State of Maryland following the legal proceedings and
begin a six mornth outpatient psychotherapy program here at the Saint
Luke Institute.

{3) During that six menth peried of rehabilitation and outpatient psycho-
therapy, | would send to you on a regular basis and to the Court, if
requested, progress reports until the six months elapse,

A

(4) While in the outpatient psychiatric program, | would suggest that
Father Hoefgen reslide at Saint Anselm's Abbey in Washington, D.C,
where he can continue with his discernment and spiritual growth program
in parallel with his psychological program,

{5) | would further suggest that Father Hoefgen be allowed to continue In
some part-time ministry in the Archdiocese of Washington while residing
at the Abbey as arranged by you, Prior Leonard Vickers of Saint Anselm's

Abbey and myself.

(6) At the end of the six month pericd, it is my sugdestion that Father
Hoefgen return to Saint John'’s Abbey with me for concrete planning of
his active ministry future in ¢enjunction with the plans you might have
for him as his religious superior.

(7) For the general benefit of the Abkey and for Father Hoefgen himself
plus the family involved ia the incident, | would suggest that Father
Hoefgeri not be assigned at anytime in the future ta the Cold Spring
area if he returns to any type of parish ministry,

[ hope that this psychiatric evaJuaticn will be helpful to you, Abbot Jerome,
in your care of this very fina young monk. A copy of this repprt has been
sent to Mr. Daniel Eller, attorney for Father Hoefgen. If you or Mr, Eller
fee! that my personal presence at the time of the hearing would be helpful
at all, | hope you will not hesitate to telephone me.

I thank you agaln for referring Father Hoefgen to the -Saint Luke .Institute for
psychiatric evaluation. I|f | may be of further assistance to you, please do

not heasitate to contact me.

Your
I"
l - WD
{Rev) , M.D.
Executive Medical Director
. . and
cc: :;;ogzg;e;tfl;zr Clinical Assistant Professor
925 First Street South Department of Psychiatry
Georgetown University Medical School

St. Cloud, WN 56301

CEMIEY
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SAINT INS

CONFIDENTIAL July 27, 1984

A

Right Rev, Jerome Theisen, 0SB Re: Rev, Francis Hoefgen, 0SB
Abbot

Saint John's Abbey

Collegeville, Minnesota 56321

Dear Abbot Jerome:

This 1s a very brief note concerming the progress of Father Fran Hoefgen.
I saw Fran today and he is indeed beginning to experience the painfulmess
of the psychotherapeutic and growth process. 1 see nothing but good coming
from this experience for him.

The living arrangement at St. Anselm’s Abbey 4s quite poor. The Abbey
suffers from a lack of warmth agong the monks, little concern for each
other and Fran experiences this acutely im his loneliness and in his
introspection. I find his spiritual progress good and he is turning to
the Lord ih a way that is most importamt for growth in all sphexes of
his life. - .

I told him today that I would 1ika him to consider writing you acd his
spiritual director on a regular basis. It is important that you have
a glimpse of the pattern of growth that he is experiencing so that you
will be better prepared co help him with the decisions comcerming his
vocation and his vocatiomal/ministry placement in the furure. I hope
this is acceptable to you. His spiritual director is not a membexr of
Saint John's Abbey,; or I would have simply asked him-to correspond with

him.

I look forward to seeing you in mid-August. I hope that this btrief letter
finds you in excellent health and spirits. I think of you and the Abbey
everyday and pray for your continued good work in Christ's Church.

Tour in Christ,
NN
o e W D n . - te .D.
O HETIATION USE ONLY (Rev) ey Fetersom M

2420 Briooks Deive  Suitland. Marylund 20746-3294  1301) 467-3700
A nun-prolit urcanizahon
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Tre Reverend Francis F. Hoefgen, 0.8.B.
Saint Anselm's Abbey

4501 South Dakota Avenue, Northeast
Washington, D. C. 20017 :

6 August 1984

Dear Father Fran:

It 1s apparent that you are dealing with some basic
issues in your 1life. 1 am happy that you have this
opportunity to delve into your psychic life and come
up with some resclutions. I am sure it will take a
good deal of time to gort out the various dynamics in
your life. Thank you for your letter and the frankness
with which you spoke about the issues!

Sorry we d4did not get ta talk on the feast of Saint
Benedict, It was a busy day and I koow that you were
constrained to spend a good deal of time with your
Mothefr, 1 surely enjoyed the liturgy of the dayl! The
Liturgy Committee and the ministers have developed an
excellent rite of profession, one that moves along
easily and is surely striking for all ef us.’

our summper session ended last Priday and now I am
reading term papers and making out grades. If was an
enjoyable seminar on the Rule of Saint Benedict. The
eight students were quite different in background and
as a result brought to the class a good deal of different
experiemnce. I learned much from their comments and

observations,

Last week our Chapter voted to postpone the revamping
of the plaza between the Creat Hall and the abbey
church. Only now are we beginning to develop plans
for the hiring of an architect. It will take months
and maybe a year or so to develop a master plan for

“the, a s of c _ hop to
---dela a- n -unt t. @a hat. at.
we h d le fo e

Peterson from
to me. He e oys Stays a
enjoy talking to him about monastic life and his
work at Saint ILauke's Institute.

We have not atranged for an assistant at Saint Boniface
Parieh in Cold Spring. It seems that Father Mel can
handle most of the work and when he needs help he
calls the Prior for assistance. Father Michael Naughton
is working at the Liturgical Press and is also teaching
in the university. I suspect that he will help Father

Mel on occasion.

I wish you well in your work! Blessings and peace
in the Lord!

Fraternally,
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ST. BERNARDINE CLINIC

CONFIDENTIAL August 27, 1984
Mr. Daniel Eller Re: Rev. Francis Hoefgen, 0SB
Attorney at Law

925 Firat Street, South

St. Cloud, Minnesota 56301

Dear Mr, Eller:

I am writing to you im reference to the above-named patient of the 5t. Bernmardine
Clinic, Rev. Francis Hoefgen. As you are aware, Father Hoefgen is a monk of

St., John's Abbey in Collegeville, Minnesota. His abbot and religious superior
is- Abbot Jerome Theisen, 05B. T have taken the liberty to send a copy of this
letter td his superior for his own personnel records.

Father Hoefpen arrived on March 21, 1984 to begin a six wmonth treatment program
here, at the St. Bernardine Clinic. The treetment program basically consisted
of weekly outpatient individual psychotherapy with me, personally.

Prior to begluning iridividual psychotherapy, Father Hoefgen participated in a

five day Evaluation Program here at the St. Bernardine Clinic, The evaluation

includes the following:

1. Structured interview by three members of the professional staff dincluding a
psychiatrist;

2, Physical examination and mewrological examination;

3. Electrocardiogram (EKG};

4, Chest x-ray and ainus/skull x~-rays;

5, Electroencephalogram (EEG);

6. Compurerired tomographic’ brain—scan—study-(CI-brain scan); e
7. Beuropsycholegical testing inciuding a Wechsler Adult Intelligence Scale,
Wechsler Memory Scale, Halstead-Reitan Neuropsychological Battery and

Minnesota Multiphasic Personality Inventory;

e -esrren idents—of—the—Saint—Tuke—Institute

- P
Program;
9, Tormal psychological interview with mental status examination by a psyehiatrist.
Father Hoefgen has done extremely well in this eix month rehabilitation format.
1 have watched him begin to deal with hils feelings and his psychosexual develepment
in a very mature and straightforward way. In the beginning, he found it difficult
to Teconcile the human emotions znd feelings which he has bsen always experiencing
with both his religious background as well as his previous instance of poor

2420 Brooks Drive—Suitland, Maryland 20746-5294—(301) 967-3700
A nan-profil orgdnization
An slfiliated organizotion with the Suint Luke Insthute. Inc.
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Mr, Daniel Eller -2 August 27, 1984

judgement or prudence.

It 1s absolutely clear to me, in my professional opinion, that Father Hoefgen
has never had & pattern of sexual abuse with young people and would therefore
not be considered in any instance in the psychiatric diagnosie of pedophilia.
The two sexwval instances which are documented with the same person could best
be described a5 two wvery needy people who reached out to each other and with
gome mutuality on both sides. However, Father Hoefgen hasg been able to see
what part he pleyed and to dezl with the guilt and shawe involved with that
particular situation, He has demonstrated in a rather straightforward living
situation here in Washington, DC that he i, indeed, capable of handling and
dealing with hie own emotional impulses and feelings.

Father Hoefgen alst has experienced a one week Human Sexuality Workshop with
other priests and sisters. This workshop is helpful in gilving people guide-
lines in terms of psychosexual development and &8 gremt deal of education in this

area.

It is my decision that Father Hoéfgen can return safely to 8t., Jolin's Abbey

in Collegeville, Minnesota at the end of September, 1984. I will be coming to
Minnegota with Father Hoefgen to meet with his superiors and other important
persons in bis life. He will not be in the Cold Spring, Minnesota areaz in the
dmmediate future and will mot be dealing in the St. John's Prep School with any

of the teenagers who ate from the Cold Spring ares. TFurther, his work will be
demling with young adults and adults in the context of monazstic life at St. John's
Abbey for the indeterminate future, I have discussed these goals and possible
future assignment for Father Hoefgen with his superior, Abbet Jerome Theisen.

He is in agreement with his return and hie Temaining in §t. John's Abbey over

the next period of tima.

I hope thie latter is helpful to you and that it contains the information necessary

to have the legal implications of his behavior in the past be concluded once and

for all. I would appreciate any feedback yon have Irom the District Attorney or

from hig office in the near future with reference to this letter and the completion
_of the six menth program as & bed previpusly to you, 'L sppreciate your con—
- tinued support and help for Father Hoefgen over this time periocd and over this

most difficult situation. IEf I ever may be of further asgaistance to you or any

of your clients, please do not hesitate to contact me.

Your brother in

W. h ;wf E Sue, WD

(Rev.,) Michael R. Petersomn, M.D.
Executive Medical Director

and
Clinical Assistant Professor

Department of Psychiatry
Georgetown University Medicel School

MKP /mz

ce:  Abbot Jerome Theisen, OSB
Rev. Francis Hoefgen, OSB
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UNIVERSITY OF MINNESOTA

Program ju Human Sexuaolity Suire 180
o D, 1300 Souih Second Street
gcpumngm of Family Pracyice and Minncapolis, MN 55454
ommnity Heulith
Medical Schual 6126251500
Fux: 612.626-831]

Twin Citiay Campus

GOALS FOR SEXUAL PERPETRATOR

Criteria for Completicn and Graduation

Compietion and graduation from the Offender Program at PHS are viewed as a
process in which the participant, their family, therapy group, probation
officer or county social worker and the staff of PHS participate. Below are

the criteria for graduation.
Patient must complete the following goals:

1. Stop the offending behavior, have total control,. and be able to define
"at risk" situations.

2. Be able to admit to and take responsibility for their role in the
inappropriate and appropriate sexual behaviors, °

3. Arrange for and attend appointments for all parts of the treatment; i.e.
family therapy, therapy with P.0., group, SAR, spouse’s group, etc.

4. Participate in the group to the extent that (s)he shares thouglits,
feelings and new learning with the group and responds to other group
members’ comments and feelings cpenly.

5. Learn new problem-solving strategies which are not self-defeating; and be
able to appropriately apply these strategies.

1
6. Thoroughly_examine_ any. sexual. behavior that has caused.problems, jdantify

the origins and meanings of the problem, and share this insight with the
group znd family.

to g

g-th by
8. Changing the patterns
C. implementing a program to maintain these changes

8. Experiences empathy and understands how sexual behaviors affect others.

9. Defing his/her family roles in present family, family of origin and
effects of sex offending behavior on his/her varjous roles.

10 Improve communication with their family by sharing feeiings, discussing

conflicts, improving listening skills, and understanding the origins of
conflict.
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11. Acknowledge and accept their fantasies without fear, be able to describe
fintasies,’ to increase enjoyable Fantasies, and to learn that fantasy
does not cause behavior, but that behavior is based on cholce.

12. Demonstrates an understanding of body messages and is able to share the
meaning of these with others. (This means patient is aware of feeling
pain, psychological needs, sexual needs, nen-verbal and verbal
communications (s)he gives to others - to name a few.)

13. Define his/her sexual needs and be comfortable expressing these needs
appropriately.

14. Move from passive, helpless, and dependent behavior to more assertiveness
in his/her relationships. '

15. Demonstrate a more positive attitude and an ability to enjoy all areas of
1ife--work, friendships, family relationships, and leisure activities.

16. Understand and integrate his/her sexuality into his/her intellectual,
social, and spiritual self, ) .

Note that a participamt will be choosing to leave the program prior to
graduation by these actions: :

{a) Not complying with program requirements and goals;
(b) Fees for treatment are not kept current; _
{c) Demonstrates a more appropriate treatment is indicated.

Copyright 1985
Department of ‘Family Practice and Community Health

Program in Human Sexuality
Medical School
University of Minnesota

SO0Goals:md
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1

SAINT JOHN’S ABBEY
COLLEGEVILLE, MINNESOTA 6311

April 15, 1985

Dear Abbot Jerome,

It has been tWwo weeks since our meeting on April lst and I have spent considerabdg
time in reflection and discussion about my future assignment.. You asked that I
think about the various possibilities and at this ‘time I would Tike to let you know
what I think and how I feel about the suggestions presented.

My reflections focus on two basie areas regarding St. Augustine’s and St. Boniface
in Hastings, these two are a professional ministerial area and secondly the perasonal
and psychological area of my 1ife. I really want you to be clear about how I feel

about this important assdignment for me.

First: The professional ministerial aspect of the assignment. As you know,I have .
spent a short time at Hastings as a deacon with Fr. Florian and Fr. Steve in the
fall of 1978. In honesty,l admit it was a good experience due in a large part to
the' ongeing dialogue with Fr. Steve and our personal sharing on our experiences,
constant concern and suggestions were very helpful and it brought about a close
relationship between us that continues to this day. He helped me with pre-marriage
counseling as well as convert instructions and other experiences, We talked at
length also about other struggles in monastic and parish Tife. His presence was

a great help and consolation to me in my first experience in parish ministry. We
also prayed together each morning with two of our coordinators and Fr. Florian,

as well as our music director. The only one left there is Fr, Florian and to be
equally honest,] do not recall him communicating on a perscnal feeling level that
brought -about personal growth. 1 did not experience a team approach with him and

his approach to some problems there was not direct and interpersonal. He supported
me in my ministry of preaching and gave me encouragement,though he néver suggested

I assist at funerals or weddings. Fr. Steve arranged a wedding for me and set up

the instruction for me as well and it was a good experience. I also dealt with
one-death- experience: 6f-a_child,through Fr. Steve's help._ Fr. Florian's approach

1o ministry simply is not as exciting and innovative as Fr. Bob Wieber's. At

this point in my parish education 1 feel that my professional approach is that of

an internship in tion for being a tor in the future. I greatly desire
La-Experien re 1 decision
making processes and w can teach me new and creat ve approaches to many s ons.
For several years both Fr. Bob and myself have expressed interest in working together
and how exciting such an experience would be for us to work on a team, It certainly
is the policy of the abbey when someone goes away to get a doctorate that they go

to the best possible school for that education. I feel that when one desires to be

2 pastor that I too would 1ike the best possible Jearning situation, one that is

both stimultating and encouraging as well as challenging., If we wou]d like to have
more young monks in parish ministry it seems to make sense to set up situaticns that
are inviting as well as exciting. This could only encourage the future prospects.
I would also tike to experience & parish that has a lay administrator; this tco shows
that Fr. Bob's approach is focused on ministry that attempts to separate it from

the headaches of administration. This is exciting for me on a professicnal level

and I want to learn more about this aspect of parish 1ife, how to focus on ministry

and not get bogged down in administration.

His
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SAINT JOHN’S ABBEY
COLLEGEVILLE, MINNESOTA 56321

My second point of personal and psychological growth is crucial io me; this is

an area of my Tife that I fully realize now cannot be fgnored in any way,shape

or form. I have made a great deal of progess personally in the past difficult .
year, a year that has helped me to be in touch with my feelings and to understand
how they affect my 1ife. This integration of my feelings has helped to make me
‘feel more whole as well as much more understanding of myself and others, This

is also a life long struggle, because there are not toomany whe communicate on a
feeling level and where our feelings can be up front in our 1ife. When this does
happen it makes for very healthy relationships of growth and depth. This can only
help ones spiritual approach and monastic growth as & constructive community
wembetr . The suppott and ericouragment of this past yedr has helped a great deal

to make me a confident individual who can stand on my own feet while realizing

and accepting my limitations. Primarily what this means for me is that I know

I need to be in a situation where I can openly and honestly comminicate on a
dajly basis and where this is a mutual experience. 1 need this! If I do not have
jt in my 1iving situation it is only natural that I Took for it outside the
community in which I live. I doh't want to do this and I don't feel this would

be healthy, 1 am grateful to have left Cold Spring; as you know Fr. Mel does not
comnunicate on a fealing level at all, at Teast not with me. That also was not
my experience while Tiving with Fr. Florian. 1 have had more personal discussions
with Fr. Bob just from the times I've been with him than I did in the five months
I Tived with Fr, Florian. [ have nothing against Fr. Florian; that'’s just the way
he is and 1 don't want to be sent to Hastings with the attitude that I could change
that way of interacting. So in terms of my continuing personal growth and
psychological health I desire to be-in 3 strong and healthy situation which $t.
Augustine's would provide and in which I could be a strong contributing member.

As you know, one's psychological health in an ongoing process and after -this past
year I feel I need a good sound situation to continue being the best monk and

priest I can be in parish ministry. .

r

community life and I encourage .fier wheneyer possabde, BUT sy proXamiy 15 1MPOTLant
at this time.

Be assured that these feelings and thoughts have not come about in a vacuum but
after consultation with my spiritual diréector and a naumber of important people

in my 1ife. This is also after considérable prayer and reflection. As mentioned
at the beginning of this .letter, I wanted you to know how I feel and what I think.
I trust you will consider this in your decisions and reflections.

Thank you for taking the time to read this and for your support and help during
this past year and before.
Sincerely in the Spirit of Benedict, ) CONEIERTIAL

FOR MEDIATION USE LY
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Saint John's Abbey
Collegeville, Minnesota 56321

Office of the Abbot

13 ol 1937
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May 30, 1988
Abbot Jerome,
On May 2 you raised 4 portant weA i

T would e 2o Aoke Aom to nes to
you finow how The decisdon came about.fjor me.

1 do have this "§imm decision' not o speak abo
nd 1 od speak about Lt to ofhet.g
4in ement af the Chuwrch.

by the Yugosfave Bishops' Congenrence.

ng my nrequest to go to Yugosbavia,
ues naised. 1 also desdine fo Let:

e messages of Medjugerje faom the
or Ain any public fonum. 1 will alro

no intent to sprecd

boue

Obviowsliy this 44 Ampontant 2o me and T hope and pray you will seiiousty ne~copsdden
my nequest-in Light of what 1 have wiitten in this Le e

Thanh You gor Listening to me Today.
With pragens,.
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June 1, 1988

Dear Abbol Jarome,

I read the article you placed in my bax on Medjugorje. You know as well as

anyone else that there are many articies on both sides of the issue. But
“for me, the validity is not the ¥ssue and I wish to make that clear. Let
me try to be more precise.
There

As you know, that past nine years of my priesthood has been ne picnic.
have been good times but a great number of painful experiences. I accept
responsibility for the areas where 1 have failed and brought hardship to you
personally and T too thank God far the outcome that has resulted., As you
recall 1 did accept your decision to go to Hastings three-years ago. The
first two years were good, I never felt Nathan would work out but no one asked

Tiving somewhere else for that matter.

Also this past year I have never felt so umappreciated as a priest. The reason
for this was that many Guardian Angels Parishioners felt "the Benedictines"
took over their parish, It has been diTficult to "celebrate" the Eucharist

in this setting. VYes things are getting better but it is a slow process.

Goeffrey will help greatly.

I will be taking my Mother there and driving her. back here as well.

yeu will grant this request. peace,
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Minnesota fans enjoying season-long love affair

aAs:aA:Lnom The Twins have drawn
(i mo ns tha other
’ Inthe e et vy
m
e

e bas the Twins 31,325 [ang lor
of bacame nnly the

r of

_—
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ns/ 72 of 81 home games have included promotions

instead
1o breab fhe
In nwm-
aaid
somea »The ra-emergence of asebal) as the national pas-
said Twlns
2 v N
of lhe E.l‘ke
being lhe best enlertain
Yurk Yankes-last
said *You just
1 golng 1o come
o
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March 14, 1989
Dear Abbot Jerome,

Yes ‘there“has been a:thange of plans. Here is what has
happened. Last Monday (March 6) I heard from MAGL TRAVEL
that not enough people had signed up for Rome, hence that
portion of the trip had to be cancelled. They never told
me there was a minimum number that was needed for this.
In fact, all their trips {4) to Rome have been cancelled.
They said they had an option to Medjugorje Only that flew
in & out of Zagreb with Yugoslavian Airlines out of Chicago
They also told me it weuld be s11ghtly shortened. The
price would be the same ($1414,00). I told them I wanted
to look at the best option for my parishioners & would have
to talk with them. They were not willing or able to discus
possible changes or extensions. I them pursued Christian
Heritage Tours with Nancy to see if she had room since she
was Teaving about the same time. I again called Magi Trave
and told them I was considering a tour that spent 3% days
in Northern Yugoslavia, A1l they did was cut down her -tour
and sald this was the best option available, In the mean
time I called the group together and told them we had 3
options: 1)ecancell alltegether 2)go with shortened trip
3)go. with Christian Heritage with slightly different dates
and at least see Yugoslavia & Dovrovik., Surprisingly the
cost differential was only $85.00. Since some were borrowi
money and others taking loans I wanted to offer them the
best option at the best price. MAGI offered full refund
because of theiyr changes,- Not surprisingly the group wante
40 go with Christian Heritage & I fTelt it was the best offe
Nancy had room and was willing to take us on her tour.
This was Tine with Florian & Geoffrey and Florian felt T
should go with 7t. We had only a few days to decide &
that is what has happened. As you know, Nicholas Doub is
going with Nency & wé.? will be roommates., My two sisters
are also going on the new dates of April 14 to April 26.
These are the exact length of the original dates set with
Magi. I hope I have noi offended you byt as yoy can see,
our group had only a few days to decide & hence the
quickness of -the decision. T had not planned this out in
advance or anything 1ike that, I honestly wanted what was
hest and most cost-efféactive * hose-who had committed.
I felt I was acting responsib r them and they are very
happy with what has resutled, i.e. 12 days for $1499 rather
than days for $1414 If you have any questions or concer
wers—your—questions, ——
PAX, F
Hot. F GEN
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SAINT ELIZABETH ANN SETON PARISH

520 RAMSEY STREET
HASTINGS, MINNESOTA 55033
August 26, 1989
Abbot Jerome Theisen, 0SB

Saint John's Abbey
Collegeville, Minnesota 56321

Dear Abbot Jerome,

Peac I am ting to you on beha ur n Cities
Dean 1ike t  nvite you to our De eet at Saint
Boni Northe Minneapolis with F ath & Father
Ryan h ake pla on October 22, 1989 ing 3:00 PM
with 0 ting at 30 - 5:00 followed er dinner.

T realize that you were unable to atiend any of our meetings this
past year so I hope this will be possible for you.

We are planning on havi ] prian speak us at Medi on
November 26th regarding i China and April 29th

hope to have Father Col a us regardi his excelle paper
on "The History of Mini h e presented the commun

earlier this year. Thi n 11 take pla at Saint Be rd’s.

Please let me know as soon as possible regarding this date for
you because 1 want to let the other members know so they can plan

their schedules as well for our meeting.

Thank you for your attention on this matter

is F. Hoefgen, 0.S5.B

Fraternally,

{612) 437-4254

OSB HOEFGEN_00110



Saint John's Abbey
Collegeville, Minnesota 56321

Office of the Abbot

11 September 1982

The Reverend Francis F. Hoefgen, 0.S.B.
Saint Elizabeth Ann Seton Parish

520 Ramsey Street
Hastings, Minnesota 55033

‘Dear Father Fran:

I am r ondi r o € 2Aug
11985, [ ed w 5 A rt ab
my p an i t ith he t
that h g ‘th o) is 11.
thought it important for my bei ere since I
need to leave for Saint Louls the day and will
n ave op r ty to vi t
d the actu egs of h
g . Th ,I e decline ion
b sent the ¢ r 22 dea
to o ng
k a ) n e.
et W e th
an c rd

to candldacy and vocations.

Thahk you for arrariging these deanery meetinds and
making them attractive to the members of the
deanery.

Blessings and peace in the Tordl

Fraternally yours,

Abbot Jerome Theisen, 0.S.B

JdT/ev

Phone 612 363-2544
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The School of Theology

Saint John's University
Collegeville, Minnesota

Congratulates You and offers Prayers of Thanksgiving
During the Anniversary of
Your Tenth Year

Of Ordination to the Priesthood
Presented to

Reverend Francis Hoefgen, O.S.B.

in this Year of OQur Lord, nineteen hundred and eighty-nine

A Msses Sl B
Rev. Kevin Seasolz, (74,8 Dr Rush Finn
Rector Dean
Rt Jerome Theisen, Q.8 R:

Abbot
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SAINT ELIZABETH ANN SETON PARISH

520 RAMSEY STREET
HASTINGS, MINNESOTA 55033

May 18, 1990

Dear Abbot Jderome,

e h u! First of al11, I want to let know t thi are

el e at Saint ETizabeth. We are bus thwed gs an nd of the
le t s but those are fun. This comi édnesd the A  bishop

ng  r  nfirmation for 117 of our stude It w be n t6 have
d e s well. You might have heard t Floria as ap nted as

one of the Archbishops Counselors for a & year term. 1 think Florian was

pleased to be appointed.

1 have beeh elected President to the Hastings Ministerial Association for
the coming year and I am looking forward to that as well. Actually they

are always looking for someone to take the. position but it will be enjoyable
since 1 was secretary/treasurer a year ago. .

O S 3I0

Each month I have an apportunity to visit with Sister Jeremy and that
continues to be a blessing we. I have also signed for the Monastic
Institute at the Abbey in & and am greatly looking forward to that time
at home as well. It isas week here so it works out well. I am also
Tooking forward to having Thomas here to work with us. I trust it will
work out as well as it ‘has for Geoffrey. He certainly was well 1{ked here
and will be missed as well. That is quite a challenge ahead of him at

Freeport but he certainly will do well.

There ig another matter I am. requesting permission for at this time. I have
discussed this with Florian and he feels it is certainly fine with him and

if it. 1  eaningful and powerful for me then he has no problem with it. There
are a n er of parishioners who want to go on retreat with me to Medjugorje
in Deto  of 1990. It is a very powerful experience of inner conversion and
deep Fedl® thos  ho Hiave gone h rishi it has deepéned their
relationsh  wi he L and their a s His Loving presence in thei
Tives. It s aq b and loving 1 them and for me. I have
complied with yoyr previous requests not to preach about 1t directly but rather
about the message o1 CQnversion, peace, prayer, and: TASTING. 1 WOUIG [TKE LU
use my vacation time for this trip from October 2 to October 14th, It is a
ood time here at the parish and a parishioner has said they will cover the
3300.00 cost of the trip. Also as you probably know, Nancy Wenner no longer
takes the groups there. Her sister Coleen Rawiings is now in charge and it

is muc etter. ain I will not e a big event out of this, but a quiet
pilgri & fort e who wish tom deeply surrender their 1ife to the Lord.
I hope y will d it in your he to grant this permission. It is a

wonder faith- erience and a v powerful one for me. 1 look forward to
hearing from you on this matter. If you have questions, let me knhow. .

with f B,

(612} 4374254
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Saint John's Abbey
Collegeville, Minnesota 56321

 Office of the Abbot

21 May 1930

The Reverend Francis Hoefgen, 0.8.B.
Saint Elizabeth Ann Seton Parish
520 Ramsey Street

Hastings, Minnesota 55033

Dear Father Francis:

Yes, you may accompany a group of parishicners to
Medjugorje next October. T realize that this trip
is more like a pilgrimage for you and that you gain
much from it spiritually. Father Kilian Mcbonnell
wag there within the last =six months and indicates
that people find the experience very prayerful and
moving. He did not make any judgment about whether
the visions were true or not. I am sure that you
feel somewhat the same dbout the situation.

In due time you may approach Pricr Jonathan about a
replacement. I doubt that two priests could cover
all of the Bucharistic celebrations that you have

in Hastings on a weekend.

Thank you for your words about the work of Father
Geoffrey. I Xnow +that he will be missed in
Hastings but he has much work to accomplish in

Freeport!

May you receive the Lord's blessings in your life
and minisbryt . - : e e

Fraternally yours,

Abbot Jerome Theisen, 0.S.B.

JT/ev

Phone 612 363-2544
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May 24, 1990 ASCENSION THURSDAY

“’May the God of peace
make you perfect in holiness.
May he preserve you whole and entire,
spirit, sout, and body”

1 Thessalonians 5:23

Dear Abbot Jerome,

Last evening Archbishop John Roach was here for dinner and
Confirmation and we had a very enjoyable evening. The topic

I hope and pray that this will help ime be a stronger member

of the community and gI1vé YOU some reiieft and not parii

PEACE, ﬁ,b,

0SB HOEFGEN_00115



One point I would like to ask you.
Do you know if .Cyprian is coming back soon?
He is scheduled to teach this coming semester
and I could stay in my room in the basement

oo i | moves to the seminary.: I would

"tike to beé'moved out befgre Cyprian. returns.
Do you know some dates. about this?

- T 'will talkffo.you Iatéf about’myftrip
to Michigan and ‘taking upthe jobs requested.

Aith prayers and gratitude,.
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WILL OF

I, of
or

this my

ARTICLE ONE
PAYMENT OF EXPENSES AND TAXES

1 My personal representative shall pay from the residue of my
estate:

1.1 the nses of my illness and
expe of adminis g my estate, g
assets)
1.2 a
B
P
W
Provisions,
ARTICLE 'TWO

SPECIAL GIFTS

2, I make the following special gifts:

2.1 e oy ible al to IS
: ege , Min (o aint
2.2 I give to Saint John's Abbey, Collegeville, Minnesota, all
interests in property used 1

and in all xreal estdte cont @
with such property, other than tangible personal Propexty.

ARTICLE THREE

ARTICLE FOUR
FIDUCIARY SELECTION

4 The following provisions shall apply to the selectlon of
fiductaries:

B3
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4.1 My personal representative shall be selected as follows:

4.1.1 I _ in or of Saint Jehn's
Ab : ! nt
4.1.2 He shall ha an additional or

a sugeessor

ARTICLE FIVE

FIDUCT ISIONS
The followinhg sh 1 pf@a u aries:
5.1 inistr ive Bbwérs, My wers t e, in
additipon to all other powers ‘not
“l will, shall have
vof ady court:
&t

this purpase to determine the value of property
distributed in.kind;

5.1.3 To settle, v, compromise, submit to arbitration
or litigate ‘claims in f£a of or against my estate;
5.1.4 reimbursement or
in favor
directly
denefi 's are;

Savw

5.1.5 fotim ¢  irincorporated
~was'-engaged at the

representa
such Buslness
f whethey

inqorgg;atiqq In my estate; and

5.2 inis  ive’ vis ¥
5,2.1 Inf igtfat . Tegue - my estate
be ed in in rmal ¥ as my
personal representative deems advisable.
5.2.2 Waiver r indemnity shall
be r presentative

of Saint John's

69
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ARTICLE SIX
GENERAL GOVERNING PROVISIONS

In applying the provisions of this document, the folléwing
shall govern:

6.1 Definitions.
6.1.1

Catliblie Church.

6.1.2 The administrator of Saint John's Abbey -is the person
. duly a inted if the office of t vacant to
govern  int John's Abbey at the e my death.

6.1.3

in a trade or business.

6.1.4 "Estate taxes" means any estate or other death taxes
that -become due because of my death, including any
{nterest and penalties but excluding generation-
skipping taxes. \

6.2 .Rules of Constructicon.

6.2.1 Governlng ZLaw. Except as dltered by this will, the
law of Minnesota shall govern the meaning and legal
effect of this will and the administration of my
estate. 'Except as otherwise provided, all xreferences
to a cable law and Minn re to
in £ on the date of my incor
any amendments and successor provisions. Referénces
to the Internal Revenue Code are to the Internal
Revenue Code of 1986, as amended. References +to

any amendments and successor provisions.

€.2.2 Captions. Captions are for convenience only and ate
¢ ed to alter any of the provisions of this

t e .
6.2.3 (Gender. Where appropriate, the masculine .includes
tpe nine, the singirlar ineiudes the plural, and
vice sa.

6.2.4 Writingﬂ The reguirement that a person act in
"writing” Yequires a dated written document signed
by such person.
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6.3 ‘Intentionel Omission. I have intentionally limited gifts
to Saint John's Abbey, Co,:;l 1le, Minnesota,

6.4 Estate Taxes.

6.4.1 Except as provided below t ré ion-
ment of any estate taxes a I ' my
estate any right to recover £
recipient, including any rec v
apart f ig will.

taxes on
luded in my
Revenue Code
or state dncurred
p al
t the

+

"

‘personal representative pays any taxes on excess

1
the
I sign "g of :fwgﬁ";: *pages, this page
in d, on .
We certify that in our presence above in ‘the
foregoing
request
we have
him to be

residing at

66
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self-Proved Affidavit

STATE OF MINNESOTA )

S5,
COUNTY OF SEARMS )
Ve,
3
4 5 and
A , the
under no constraint or influence.
5
Subscribed, sworn +to -and acknowledged  .before me by

s

before me by
witnesses, this

day of v 9L
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Attoeneys al Law

Jeffrey R. Anderson*t
Mark Reinhardt**
Mark A, WendorlT .
Thomas C. Racetie
Joanne Jirik Mullen
Karen Kugley
Teresa K. Feuwty
Sura Madsen
Harvey H. Eckan
David §. Burleson
October 2-8’ 19-92 Burhara J. Felt
Gavin S. Wilkinson

B-1400 First Nationa! Bank Building
332 Minnesota Streel, Saint Papl, Minneseia 55101
Office: 612/227-99%) Fax: 612/297-6543

Father Pran Hoefgen
520 Ramsey Street
Hastings, Minnesota 55033

Re: John KKK Doe v. Father Francis Hoefgen, The Diocese of St. Cloud, and the Order
of St. Benedict of the Roman Catholic Church a/k/a St. Johns Abbey

Dear Father Hoefgen

Enclosed and personally served upon yoi find the Summons and Complaint regarding the
above-stated matter.

For your information, plaintiff identified as John KKK Doe is

Very yours,

FRA:Itb
:fpil'lt‘

¢c: Client

fCertificd s Civil Trial Specinlisi *Alsoadmiited in Wisconsin - **Also admilted in Washingion, D.C, 11Also admitied in Culifucnia and Colorada
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STATE OF MINNESOTA DISTRICT COURT

COUNTY CF DAKOTA SEVENTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT
Case Type: 11
Tohn KKX Doe, SUMMONS
Plaintiff,

VS.

Father Francis Hoefgen, The
Diocese of St. Cloud, and
The Order of St. Benedict

of the Roman Catholic Church
a/k/a St. Johns Abbey,

Defendants. Court File No,:

THE STATE OF MINNESOTA TO THE ABOVE-NAMED DEFENDANT:

YOU ARE EEREBY SUMMONED and required to serve upon Plaintiff’s attorney an
Answer to the Complaint which is herewith served upon you within twenty (20) days after
service of this Summons upon you, exclusive of the day of service.

If you fail to do so, judgment by default will be taken against you for the relief demanded

REINHARDT AND ANDERSON

A, #220462
Attorneys for Plaintiff
E-1400 First National Bank Bldg.
332 Minnesota Strect
St. Paul, Minnesota 55101
(612) 2279990

16899
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STATE OF MINNESOTA DISTRICT COURT

COUNTY OF DAKOTA : SEVENTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT
Case Type: 11
John KKK Doe, COMPLAINT
Plaintiff,
V8.

Father Francis Hoefgen, The
Diocese of St. Cloud, and
The Order of St. Benedict

of the Roman Catholic Church
a/k/a St. Jehns Abbey,

Defendants. Court File No.:

Plaintiff, for his cause of action against defendanis alleges that:
PARTIES
1. Plaintiff John XKK Doe is an adult male iesiden‘t of the State of Minnesota whose
identity is made known to defendants by separate cover letter. Plaintiff John KKK Doe was 4
minor at the time of all sexual abuse and sexual exploitation alleged berein,
2. At all times materizai, defendant Diocese of St. Cloud was and continues to be a
'Minn;esbta ﬁon’-proﬁﬁ réligiou‘s_ c-c;r‘poratic;h.und'er. the Diocese of the Roman Cathol-ic Church,

whose prineipal place of business is located at 214 South Third Avenue, St.'Cloud, Minngesots,

16899

3. At al] times material, defendant The Order of St. Benedict of the Roman Catholic
Church (hereinafter "Order™), a Roman Catholic religious order of priests, was and continues
to be a non-profit refigious orpanization authorized to conduct business and conducting business

in the State of Minnesota with its principle place of business at St. John's Abbey, Collegeville,

0SB HOEFGEN_00124



Minnesota.

4, At all imes malerial, defendant Father Francis Hoefgen was a Roman Catholic
priest, educated by, ordained in and under the direct supervision, authority, employ and control
of defenidant Order, Defendant Father Francis Hoefgen, at all times material, was
contemporaneously under the employ and control of defendant Diocese of St. Cloud serving as
pastor at St. Boniface Church, Cold Spring, Minnesota. On information and belief, defendant
Father Francis Hoefgen is currently serving within the Archdiocese of St. Paul and Mirineapolis
at the C};urch of St. Elizabeth Ann Seton, Hastings, Dakota County, Minnesota.

FACTS

ik Plaintiff John KKK Doe was Taised in a devout Roman Catholic family, was
baptized and confirmed in the Rorn-a.n Catholic church, and regularly attended mass and received
the sacraments through the Roman Catholic Church, Plaintiff therefore came to know, trust,
revere, obey and admire Catholic priests.

4, In approximately 1982, plaintiff John KXK Do was hospitalized at St. Cloud
Hospital as a Tesult of a suicide attermpt. At this time, defendant Father Francis Hoefgen, as a
part of his employment duties, visited patients at St. Cloud Hospital, During the period of the
plaintiff’s hospitalization, defendant Father Francis Hoefgen visited the plainGff approximately
three times a week 10 provide him spiritual and emofional counseling. During” the visits,

defendant Father Francis Hoefgen wore his vestments. Subsequently, plaintiff was transferred

to North Memorial Hospital, Minneapolis, Minnesota. Defendant Father Francis Hoefgen
continued to visit and counsel the plaintiff at North Memorial Hogpital,
5. Following the plaintiff’s release from the hospital, plaintiff returned home to live

with his family, Due to an unworkable living sitvation, defendant Father Francis Hoefgen

16899
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arranged with the plaintiff’s parents to have the plaintiff Jive with defendant Father Hoefgen.
Plaintiff's parents agreed (o this living arrangement because they believed Father Hoefgen was
a priest worthy of trust and respect,

6. In approximately 1982, when plaintiff was sixteen years old, he moved in with
Father Francis Hoefgen at the rectory of St. Boniface Clisrch, Celd Spring, Minnesota. During
this time, Father I-ioefgcn continued to counsel plaintiff on emotional, spiritual, and sexuality
issues. In the course of providing this counseling, defendant Hoefgen sexually abused and
exploited the minor plaintiff, John KKK Doe, on at least four occasions. This sexual abuse,
which consisted of fondling and oral sex, occurred at defendant Hoefgen's residence located at
the rectory of St. Boniface Church.

7. As a direct result of the sexual abuse and sexual exploitation, plaintiff John KKK
Doe has suffered and continues to suffer severe emotional distress, embarrassiment, Joss of self-
esteem, humiliation and psychological injurics, was prevented and will continue to beprevented
from performing his -normal daily activities and obtaining the full enjoyment of life, has
sustained loss of eaming capacity and has incurred and will continue to incur expenses for
medical and psychological treatment, therapy and counscling.

8. The sexual abuse of plaintiff John KKK Doe and the circumstances under which
it occurred 'cél_xsed plmnnff o .develo-p. various col;mg mecha_nishzs and synﬂptoms' of

psychological distress, including great shame, guilt, self-blame, repression and depression.

Because of this psychological distress and the coping mechanisms which resulted, plaintiff john
KXX Doe did not know, nor did he have reason to know that his psychological injuries were

caused by the sexual abuse unti] the summer of 1992, Plainti{f’s action is therefore timely

pursuant to Minn, Stat. §541.073.

16899
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COUNT I: DEFENDANT FATHER FRANCIS HOEFGEN - BATTERY

Plaintiff, for his first cavse of action against defendant Father Francis Hoefgen, alleges
as follows:

Plaintiff incorporates all paragraphs of this complaint-as if fully set forth vnder- this count
and further alleges that:

9. - Inapproximately 1982, defendant Father Francis Hoefgen, inflicted unpermitted,
harmful and offensive sexual contact upon the person of the plaintiff John KKK Doe.

10.  During this time, defendant Father Francis Hoefgen further enticed, encouraged
and instructed the minor plaintiff to perform sexual acts upon the person of defendant Father
Francis Hoefpen.

11.  As a direct result of defendant’s wrongful and unlawful conduct, plaintiff has
suffered the injuries and damagés described herein.

COUNT II: DEFENDANT FATHER FRANCIS HOEFGEN -
BREACH OF FIDUCIARY DUTY

Plaintiff, for his second cause of action against defendant Father Francis Hoefgen, alleges

as follows:

Plaintiff incorporates all paragraphs of this complaint as if fully set forth under this count

_z_ind further alleges that:

12, By holding himself out as a qualified, licensed Roman Catholic priest and by

undertaling-the-relipious-insmroction-and-spiritual-and-emotional-counseling-of-the-plaintiffJohg——
KKK Doe, defendant Father Francis Hoefgen entered into z fiduciary relationship with the

plaintiff John KKX Doe. Defendant Father Francis ﬁoefgcn breached his fiduciary duty to the

pla;intiff by engaging in the negligent and wrongful conduct described herein.

13.  As a direct result of defendant’s breach of his fiduciary duties, plaintiff has

16899
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suffered the injuries and damages described herein.

COUNT II: DEFENDANT FATHER FRANCIS HOEFGEN -
NEGLIGENT COUNSELING

Plaintiff, for his third cause of action against defendant Father Francis Hoefgen, alleges

as follows:

Plaintiff incorporates all paragraphs of this complaint as if fully set forth under this count
and further alleges that:

14. By holding himself out and allowing himself to be held out as a competent,
qualified, moral and safe priest and counselor of parishioners with emotional problems and by
undertaking to provide the plaintiff with spiritnal counseling, defendant Father Francis Hoefgen
assumed a duty to use reasonable care in his conduct to avoid causing harm to the plaintiff. This
duty iﬁc]uded, but was not limited to, acting as a competent, moral and safe counselor,
identifying and properly responding to the transference and/or counter-transference phenomena
as it may occur in the counseling relationship and refreining from engaging any counselee
entrusted to his carg in sexual contact. ’

15.  Defendant Father Francis Hoefgen, while acting within the scope of his authority

as a Roman Catholic priest, negligently breached this duty to the plaintiff by entering into this

__spiritual and emotioni] counseling relationship with the plaintiff whom defendant Father Francis

Hoefgen ¥new or should have known was a potential victim of defendant’s sexual exploitation.

DefendantFather Francis-Hoefgenfurtherbreached-this-duty to-the plaintiff by failing toidentify ———

16899

and/or properly respond to the transference and/or counter-transference phenomena which
aeve]oped within the counseling relationship, by continuing the spiritual and emotional
counseling relationship with the plaintiff after the first instance of sexual exploitation and by

failing to advise and direct the plaintiff to seek appropriate therapy and counseling.
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16.  As a direct result of defendant Father Francis Hoefgen's negligent conduct,
* plainliff has suffered the injuries and damages described herein.
COUNT IV: DEFENDANT DIOCESE OF ST. CLOUD - VICARIOUS LIABILITY
Plaintiff, for his first cause of action against defendant Diocese of St. Cloud, alleges as

follows:

Plaintiff incorporates all paragraphs of this complaint as if flly set forth under this count
and further alleges that:

17.  Atall imes material, Father Francis Hoefgen was employed by defendant Diocese
of St. Cloud. Father Francis Hoefgen was under defendant’s direct supervision and control
when he commitied the wrongful and negligent acts described herein. Father Francis Hoefgen
engaged in this conduct while in the course and scope of his employment with defendant Diocese

‘ of St. Cloud and/or accomplished the sexual abuse by virtue of his job-created authority and

' therefore, this defendant is liable for the negligent and wrongful conduct of Father Francis

Hoefgen under the law of vicarious liability, including the doctrine of respondeat superior.

f COUNT ¥: DEFENDANT ORDER - VICARIOUS LIABILITY

: Plaintiff, for his first cause of action against defendant Order, alleges as follows:
Plaintiff incorporates all paragraphs of this complaint as if fully set forth under this count

Pl et o ﬂ.m: ks, vo. st b e sy e ol oy

18, Atall times material, thher Francis Hoefgen was employed by defendant Order,

Father Francis Hoefgen was under defendant’s direct supervision and control when he committed
the wrongful and negligent acts described herein. FPather Francis Hoefgen engaged in this
conduct while in the course and scope of his employment with defendant Order and/or

accomplished the sexual abuse by virtue of his job-created authority and therefore, this defendant

' 16899
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is liable for the negligent and wrongful conduct of Father Francis Hoefgen under the law of
vicarious Liability, including the doctrine of respondeat superior,

WHEREFORE, Plaintiff demands judgement against Defendants tndividually, jointly and
severally'in an amount in excess of $50,000 plus costs, disbursements, Teasonable attorneys fees,
imcg'est, and other relief the Court deems just and equitable.

Dated: p REINHARDT AND ANDERSON

#2057
Kugler, #220462
Attomeys for Plaintiff
E-1400 First Natl Bank Bldg
332 Minnesota Steet
St. Paul, Minnesota 55101
(612) 227-9990
ACKNOWLEDGEMENT
The undersigned hereby acknowledges that costs, disbursements, and reasonable attorney
and witness fees may be awarded pursuant to Minn. Stat. §549.21, subdivisior 2, to the party

against-whom the allegations in this pleading are asserted.

16899
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Office of the Prior
SAINT JORN’S ABBEY
COLLEGEVILLE, MINNESOTA 56321 U.S.A.

A Statement by Saint John's Abbey, Collegeville, Minnesota

Sai has no knowled  of
by Father o or followingt 19
Spring. .
0 t con g
a i 22,
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parish center at the church. -
Also named in the soi1 is the Abbey John’s Abbey.

against him.”
The suil contende that because of the:
abuse the young man hes suffered St John's Abbey relcnsed a suatement
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STATEMENT TO BE READ AT ALL THE MASSES
AT SAINT BONIFACE PARISH, COLD SPRING, MINNESOTA
ON SATURDAY, OCTOBER 31, AND SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 1, 1992

During this past week a civil lawsuit of sexual abuse was brought
against Father Fran Hoefgen, St. John's Abbey and the Diocese of
Saint Cloud. Father Fran was associate pastor here at St.
Boniface from July, 1979 through March 13584.

The lawsuit concerns sexual abuse against a teenager in 1983
while Father Fran lived here. When the abuse was made known to
the abbot of St. John's by authorities in March, 1984, the abkot
immediately removed Father Fran from the parish and had him
undergo inpatient treatment for over six months at St. Luke's
Institute in Suitland, Maryland. After receiving a positive
recommendation from the psychological staff of St. Luke's, Father
Fran returned to St. John's Abbey in Octcber, 1984, where he
resided until his assignment at Elizabeth Ann Seton Parish in
Hastings in July, 1985. He has now returned to St. John's Abbey.

St. John's has no knowledge of sexual impropriety by Pather Pran
prior to or following this 1983 report here in Celd Spring.

St. John's and the Diocese of 5t. Cloud wish the parishioners of
§t. Bonlface to know that we may be feeling deeply saddened over
the pain which this abuse has caused the victim and alsc the

le of Cold Spring. St. 's, the Dioc and of us

sexual abuse and exploit as unguesti ly d rable.
Over the past several years, both St. John's Abbey and the
Diocese have undertaken a number of initiatives to prevent sexual
abuse, to respond to victims, and to intervene immediately when
sexual abuse becomes known. Just as St. John's responded
immediately when the sexual abuse in this' case was made known to
the abbot, St. John's and the Diocese continue to pledge the same

_._response whenever we become aware of abuse by a priest,. religious.

or church emplovee.

In an effort te deal with the anger, pain and loss which people

grade school. Prior Jonathan
S§t. John's Abbey, along with Father Daniel Taufen of the Diocese

and Maxine Barnett-Cermele, advocate for victime of sexual abuse,
will be present to answer questions, respond to concerns, and to
pray with 'the parish for all those involved in this matter.

Please support one another and pray for God's blessing and peace.

DJW/ 10-29-82
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STATEMENT TO BE READ AT ALL THE MASSES
AT ELIZABETH ANN SETON PARISH
ON SATURDAY, OCTOBER 31, AND SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 1, 1992

During this past week a civil lawsuit of sexual abuse was brought
against Father Fran Hoefgen, St., John's Abbey and the Diocese of
Saint Cloud. Father Fran has returned to St. John's Abbey in

Ccllegeville.

The lawsuit concerns sexual abuse against a teenager in 1983 when
Father Fran was assoclate pastor of St. Bonifacé Parish in Cold
Spring, Minnes the abuse was made known to the t of
St. John's by o s 1in March, 1984, the abbot imm tely
removed Father Fran from the parish and had him underge inpatient
treatment for over six months at St. Luke's Institute in
Suitland, Maryland. After receiving a positive recommendation
from the psychological staff of St. Luke's, Father Fran returned
to St. John's in October, 1984 where he resided until his
assignment here at Elizabeth Ann Seton Parish.

St. John's has no knowledge of sexual impropriety by Father Fran
prior to or following the 1983 report in Cold Spring.

St. John's wishes the parishioners of Elizabeth Ann Seton Parish
to know that we feel deeply saddened over the pain which this
abuse has caused the victim and alse the people of Cold Spring
and the pecple here in Hastings. 8t., John's and all of us view
sexual abuse and exploitation as unguestionably deplorable.
Over the past several years, St. John's Abbey has undertaken a
number of initiatives to prevent sexual abuse, to respond to
vietims, and to intervene immediately when sexual abuse becomes
known. Just as St. John's responded immediately in 1984 when the
sexual abuse in this case was made known to the abbot, St. John's
continues to pledge the same response whenever we become aware of
abuse by one of the monks.

In an effort to deal with the anger, pain, and loss which people
may be feeling in our parish, there will be a meeting for
parishioners only on this Tuesday evening, November 3, at 7:00
p.m. in the parish hall. Prior Jonathan Licari and Father Daniel
Ward of St. John's Abbey, along with Father Kevin McDonagh of the
Archdiocese, will be present to answer gquestions, respond to
concerns, and to pray with the parish for all those invelved in

this matter.

Please support one another and pray for God's blessing and peace.

DJIW/10-29-92
CONFIDEN L

PO MEDIATION USE ONLY
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NOVEMBER 3, 1992

I'would like to begin by reading our Parish Mission Statement....

We, of Saint Elizabeth Ann Seton Parish,
are to respond to the Lord's Call of Discipleship

2 ng
g ou

We are a community rooted in our celebratioh of
WORD AND SACRAMENT
within the Catholic Tradition.
We aceept our share in Christ's mission of reconciliation
and compassionate service
to bring about the kingdom in our timae,

We are ed in our baptismal covenant
with the Lord Jesus Christ.
This commitment is manifest in
WORSHIP, EDUCATION, STEWARDSHIP and SERVICE
as we desire to do God's will under
the guidance of the Holy Spirit and our patroness,
Eliz Ann Seton.

My name is and I am here tonight as a ioner, not as a siaff member.
. Since we've received this news concerning Father Fran, I feel that everything 1 stand for, we stand
for, all of our moral principles and Christian beliefs, especially the fibers weaying our Catholic
Christian values, are being publicly challenged; the Catholic Church is being scrutinized and we
have to be very careful how we respond to this challenge. We cannot let the press or the hicrarchy
ery arion
the of the
is resolved, but I don't believe we can quietly sit by and let this aﬁ”ense that occurred 1 0 years ago,

.. vemave him from gy bhor  lives wen Tl lUTTITULIITILTT Lo Ll LTl
This is not only an emotional and moral issue, i1 is a justice issue and he is a leader who has

‘pened to- him; after so long, is not fuir. He and St Johw's believed thar the matier was handled
! it
r. f
guide me in what I feel Jesus would do if these past accusations were presented before Him; if He
were physically sitting in church with us toright. .

Jesus taught us how 1o pray; "Thy Kingdom come, Thy will be done, on earth as it is in
Heaven." The Cross of Christ is signed on our heads at our Baptism, and the iniended effect of
Baptism is the growing sign of the reign of God in our lives. Father Fran, by his excomple, his
preaching, his celebration of the Eucharist, and his courage 1o enter our pain with compassion,
forgiveness, and gentleness, has done nothing but nourish the Ki  m of God within us and show
us how we must spread God's reign by reaching out fo others. Someone said that he may not have
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the same effectiveness in his ministry; that there may be some who won't be able to velate 1o him in
the same way because of this new information, but we can't make him respomrble for all of the
souls in oyr parish. No Priest can carry that weight. We have two other wonderful priests here, as

well.

"Forgive us our as we e those who trespass against us.” To me this says
that we are asking God 1o be only as forgiving to us as we are 1o each other- to Father #ran. Can
we expect more than we give? How could we ever feel we are forgiven and loved unconditionaily

in the Sacrament of Reconciliation, if this grace isn't open 1o everyone? God's Love is perfect, and
it is perfect for all of His children - including His Priest's. If not, in my heart, the Sacrament be-
comes invalid, Our commitment of faith in the Sacrament af Reconciliation is at stake. "Deliver us
from evil " We must believe that God can deliver us, and Father Fran, from the evil that has taken
him from our pavish, We must believe in praper! If we don't, what do we have 1o nourish Hope?
We end the Our Father with "AMEN" which means. "I Believe”! Do we really believe what we
recite in our daily prayers and at Mass each week? If we our Faith, we must, alse, act our

faith.

Recall the parable of the Pro 1 Son. This is a well-loved, powerful lesson of God's
Perfect ess and Love for us that 1 have remembered since childhood. Do you think this
parable would have a holy place in Scripture if the Father would have said, "Son, I do forgive you
and I love you, but I'm sorry, you can't come home. 1t isn't possible.”? Yes, we can forgive Father
Fran for the mistake he made 10 years ago, and as his pavish family we do still love him, but now
we must also show Him that "he can come home again”. If we can't do this for kim, how can we
have confidence that we can ever come home to the Heart of God afier we have sinned and entered
into the Sacrament of Reconciliation, steeped in repentance? The Word was made Flesh so that we
could understand. What would Jesus do? He would, and does, welcome us back with "open and
out-streiched arms”, mot anly 1o forgive, but 10 our sinfulness. Again, the strength of the
Sacraments, and our example of living out the Gospel, ave being challenged. We must imitate Jesus
by loving each other with His Heart, How can we teach our children the Truth of the Bible and to
love unconditionally if these basic convictions are not upheld by the just morals of a Faith”

other Christian religions, and ourselves that we do have a strong foundation built on the Rock and
U vof Jesus Christ,

Our Sunday Liturgy has been described as "the school where we learn to model our lives
after Christ”. We listen to the Word, we commemorate the sacrifice an Calvary and we unite as
"Family” when we come forth to the Table to receive Jesus in the Eucharist, but what if there had
never been a Resurrection? What Joy would our celebration hold if the miracle was never com-
pleted? 1 can only guess that Father Fran must feel like he is deeply united with Christ in re-living
the It is ironic
can is month. Fa
through his passaver from this feeling of death - which we all feel - to the resurvection and restor-

ation of his life and our life as a pavish family.
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As we receive the Eucharist we have the power to say "Yes or No” to the miracle of the
resurrectiori within us. This is comparable to no other power. When we leave Mass, we are the
Body of Christ walking the earth. We can either say, "Yes” to God and let Him-Love, Forgive, and
Heal through us, or we can say "No" and stop the growth of His m. He has given us this
choice. Remember, also, that before we come forward, we procigim: "Lord, I am not worthy to
receive You, but pnly say the word and 1 will be healed.”" Do we really believe this? There isn't
one of us who is worthy, but God is Pure Love, and it is this Perfect Love that allows Him to do no
less than to forgive, heal and welcome us home 1o His Heart.

I also recall the story of Lazarus. Jesus could have intervened in time to prevent his death,
but He knew that it would have to be a miracle of the first magritude before they would believe, if
He had cured Lazarus before he died and not let him become putrefied, they may have doubted the
entity of the miracle. Jesus wanted to show His Absolute Power and the heights to which God is
Glorified. Perhaps this is why He allowed this action to be taken against Father Fran now, afier
o dong a time. In this type of situation we acknowledge our complete vulne  ity. We know that
the outcome is totally in God's hands but, also, we can not lose heart. Grace is obtained through
grief, which we deeply feel, mixed with unfalte ith, and it is just that faith, in ourselves as true
Christians, in the rs of St. Jahn's Abbey, and of our Archdiocese, thar the miracle of Father
Fran being given back the choice of returning o our parish could be accomplished. The power 1o
do justice is not human; it comes from God, and His Spirit dwelling in us can lead us to do the

impossible!.

As a friend and co-worker, I feel like Christ is, again, on the Cross in the person of
Father Fran, He is suffering isolation, pain, and humiliation not only for his own past sin, but also
Jor the sins af imjustice and lack of compassion on the part of the lawyer who appears to be exploit-
ing this case for money and notoriety. We are the disciples standing at the foor of His . We
have the choice 1o be silent, walk away, and accept 10 let church procedure iake its course, or we

-can raise our voices againsi the injustice of treating this case as a steveotype of ail of the other

cuses against Catholic priests. It is clearly not the same. Luke 7:43,43 states, "A good tree does
not bear rotten fruit, nor does a rotien tree bear good fruit. A good person out of the store of
-~ goodness. in his heart produces .good; _for from.the fullness.of the. heart the. mauth speaks.”.

""" of you who have been touched By Faiher Fran's homilies or celeb i of the “Sacramienss it is
impossible to count the number of good fruits and blessings he has produced in aur parish over the
last 8 vears. We can ignove what has ened and 20 on with our busy lives, or we can
Stop this ‘hypocrisy that is challe the core of our Faith:" We must enter inlo the passion and
take Father Fran down from His Cross - that there may be a resurrection, that God may be glovi-

Sied in him and bring him home!
Jesuy the Law when he healed on the Sabbath allowing an act of Love to win out over

the Law. We do nged laws, policies, and procedures to facilitate and maintain the orderly structure

of our justice systeim and our Church, bu? there are those extenuating circumsiances, those excep-
ly the law,

is n Wey
put here to judge each other. We have been created for Love, alone.
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Father Fran has always been great for usi
stone in plain sight, I want to close with a verse fi
them, “Let the one among yor Who is without sin be the first 1o cast a stone at him"." Which one

of you could cast-this stone?

Thank You.

POEM OF THE MAN-GOD Volume Five Page 62

Jesus says:

acles. " : e e
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December 31, 15%2

The Most Reverend James Garland
Diooepan Pastoral Office

444 South 4th, P.0. Box 550
Marquette, Mighigan 49855

Dear Bishop Garland:

‘ Bt Borrom Chn at
an, regently wr to hg if I uld ow his brother,
by Fran Hoefgen, to take his place frow about Febriary 7 to 19,
1982, while he goes to St Touils, Wissouri, for his continning care

recovelry progran,
Fzther Fran trecently returned to the abbey from a parochial

the Iwediately upon digcovering this

to '8 e he spent many
months. On his return At was ad could return ‘to
parochiaml work with mo danger itno otherg., This proved to be wise
advice and hie time at the Hastinge’ parish was a good experience
for him and for the parishioners. OUnfortunately, the victim of
nine years ago decided tc bring suilt several months ago and the
publicity Forced us to bring Father Fran back to the abbey.

Since the in re

and T am gui Fr

Purthermorae, he hag been faith to

regularly sees hils confessor. He takes most seriously his
re I uld be
oL m ter as

Before ol my approval for him to go to Michigan in F T

Sincerely in Christ,

Abbot Timothy Kelly, 0.S.B.
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DIOCESE OF MARQUETIE

444 SGUTH FQURTH STREET
POST QFRICE BOX 550
MARQUETTE, MiCHIGAN 49855

Jonuary 7, 1993

QFFICE OF THE LISHOP
{S06) 225-7114)
FAX {909) 2250937

Abbot Timothy Kelly, 0.S.H.
Suint John's Abbey
Collageville, Minnesvta 567321

Dear Abbot Timothy:

Thank you for sharing the background and egperience of Father Fran
Hoefgan, 0.5.B, You have given me clear assurance of his ability for
parish miaistry and the appropriatemess of his substituting for his

priest brother at Michigan.

I am grateful for your assis ce and spprove bis sarving in the
Di of Marquettée. B i s I eby grant to Fathar Fian

Ho , 0.8.B., tha fac es dic =.

With kindest vegards,

JRG: pp
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January 13, 1943
Deat AbbetJTimothy,

. You héd:aékéd me to get back to you within

a8 ek gardin t ilities tha
t ed out la - worked 17 shop’
-t m  ing &n 4 Monm this a noon’
.5 d ded,te T e.. : o
Sean- shared with  the j des iption-

that he had drawn up le 4n e pd tdon of
Guest Mastér. Do you h e a co of . 7 If not
1'1} get you one. °

Hommit to the Lord your vy,
trust i Him ahd He will acl”
. Peaim 37:3
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Inatitute of Ecumenical and Cultural Researtch
P.D. Box 5222, Cpllegeville, MN, USA 56321
7. 612/363-3354 FAX: A12/363-3313
Easter 1993
Dear Abbot Timothy,

Happy Easter! Would you please thank the community on behalf
of the Ecumenicail Institute for the privilege and Jjoy of bring
invited to jpin you Ffor Holy Thur in ypur refectory?
Please thank them as well for all services that were
nn  tarefully prepared and 5o reverently prayed, I teach

spirituality 7 a8 plagiral fac y of ip tp and
it did wy s} to pray w a c wy vt
Benedictines this Holy Week. 1 welr g th Wi ch the

choir and the cheir directar Yed us in songs nf praiss. I toved
your washing the feat of the nldest and youngest nomks. And I
appreciated Father Dunstan's sensitivity din asking two of us =2t
the Insti to ke ministers of cup.

In cuiar, T was impr d by Father Fran Hoefgen's
graciousness. In mid-March when he wrote us a letter ipvitiny earh
af us to Holy Thursday dinnery 1 phoped him to accept and asked if
I covld sit with Bodfrey Disckmann. Sure enpugh, who turned up that
night to comrect with me but Godirey! Later on that week, I phoned
Father Fram back to zay that I prefer not to eat supar and mlcohel,
and if this was a probiem, 1 would declipe. He phored me back to
tell me eXactly what on the menu 1 could avoid withoul any
difficulty. I was ‘touched that he had taken the trouble o talk
with the cook about my concerns!

Tuesday r:ight of Holy Week I got a phone message that Virginies
Barsch, one of out pups whe lives alone In Minnesota, was driving
down for the Triduum. Not kRnowing be+ plans, 1 phoned Falber Fran
again to ask if she war on the guest list apd if =o; could I sit
with her at the dinmner. Wednesdsy morning he phoned me back to say
she was not on the guest list. But then Wednesday afternnman he
phoned me again to ask if 1 had found out her plans and to let me
kriow he had ropm in the guest wing for her. Wasn't that someihing
that he wpuld go out of his way that day when he probably had =
millipn other details on hiz mind? Bipce 1 only played back his

t

phon u y t w pned
Yirg to | o c to 2 a
‘room oif a e at n i gvien

included her in the ginner. And there he was at the reception to
meet both her and me! By the way, Kathleen Nurris, who sat with us
pur—tshle—said—spoptansousty—thabk—the-atmosphere-~whish—Fathe
Fran has created in the guest wing it simply wonderful! I learned
something aebout the genuineness and penerosity bpf Penedictine
hospitality in these simple exchenges with your guest master,
As ymyu £an sse, this was a holy week for me, filled with all
these tangible signs of Bod's personal love. Alleluis!

The peace of the risen Christ,
Quiniiis Spdlotnod Ralig™
Annice Cellaban, R.5.C.J.

C¢.¢Fran Hoelgen,d.S.B.
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April 23, 1993 '

A -

my 1ife as a result of that experience. T would
Tike to celebrate a Eucharist of gratitude, very
deeply felt, on Sunday May 23rd at 2:00 PM., A
simple celehration where I can say Thank You and
8150 to bring to closure my time thare. It would
be helpful for them and for me to enable us both
to move on with cur 1ives. Yes, it would be
difficult for me but I feel 1 am ready to celebrate
the presence of God in our lives together. Having
learned what compassicn really means through this

entire expe cE pain has begun to h
Having spok  ith Spirituai Directar,
Confessor, her group and friends, ell

as the pastor, all are supportive and fe@dl this
is a good time to return after 7 manths since
Jeaving the parish. This would be very helpful
for me personally, especially since after pearly
14 years in parish minis 1 have never had the
oppartunity to say Goad and that feels very
incomplete for me. I deeply hope this will be
possible since to wait Jonger does not seem tp
make sense for me. 1 would be very gratefol

if this raquest would be honored.

Fran Hoefgen, 0SB

N Fial
FEIR RAEEA T iing USE oty
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SAINT JOHN’'S ABBEY

BOX 2015
COLLEGEVILLE, MINNESOTA 56321-2015

OFFICE OF THE ABBOT

6 April 1993

Ms.

Dear Ms.

First, I must apolagize for the long delay in responding
to your letter of February 13, 1993. When it-arrived I
was out of the country and in the meantime have had to
travel to Asia. I have not forgotten you and do hope that

you will forgive this delay.

Rather than put in writing any responses to your serious
concerns I would like to offer to meet with you if you so
wish. Initially I cannot offer to meet with you and
Father Fran together, but that could be a possibility in
the future. I am deeply sorry that you are suffering at
this time and I will do what I am able to do to faclilitate

healing.

The quickest way of making an appointment to talk these
matters over is to call my secretary at 363-2546. He will
be able to arrange a time suitable for you and for me.
Again, I am sorry this response has taken so long but I am
sincere in hoping that I can be of some help to you in
this situation.

Sincerely in Christ,

Abbot Timothy Kelly, 0.S.B.

TK/kx

PHONE 612 363-2544 <RI FAX 612 363-3082
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; ABBOT T1MOTHY, ~ May (28,1993

THANK YOU FOR THE OPPORTUNITY TO ‘
TAKE ANOTHER RETREAT 'SINCE ‘THE ONE
HERE WILL BE QUITE BUSY. FDR ME.

AN AL .. NG FORWARD TO
AN AG N ANK YOU- FOR
- ALLOWING ME 'TO DO TH1S,

) .HOEFGEN, OSB
i BUE -MASTER datt DR e I et L b S

IN-IAN

BEiNG ASSISTANT SACRISTAN AND LOKE WoUuLD
BE - FLEASED “1 WEENEVER YOU HAVE TIM.. You
CAN NRITE THE LETTER OF APPOINTMENF.

A it vl
n H
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VILLA
AR

Octover 2, 1983

Archbishop John R. Roach
226 Sumnit Avenue

St. Paul, Mimmesnta
55102

Neay Archbishop Roach;
1 am writing to ask an additional permission with regard to our confesgsor
for the sisters 2t Villa Maria in Frontenac, Father Fran Hoefgen, QSA.

Each year In June, Villa Maria sponsors two eight day reireats for sisters.
Some lay women have also begun to choose this experience at the recommendation of
their spiritual directors. We employ a staff of from four to five excellent
men énd women directors, a liturgist, and ape priest who gives o canference retreat
simultaneotsly. These six or seven persons work together as a team during
the retreat, providing canferences, opportunities for Sacramental onciliation,
quality liturgy, and day to day spiritual direction. Those making e retreat
choose the style of recreat they wish to make and the director or ectress they
wish tn walk with them through the eight days.

lather Iran has served as confessor since 1985. We have recognized in him
wonderful gifts of discernment, listening, and -knowledqe of Scripture, Now that
he has returned to the abbey, he is also doirg some coursework to ephance this
hackground. His celebration of Eucharistic Liturgy is prayerful and renewing.

He would be a real asse® to our retrest program, and 1 have asked him to serve on
ene of gur June retreat teams as director for four or five persons who would

have the apportunity to chooese him for directed retreats. He would also celebrate
ane or two liturgies and serve as general tesm wember for planning and coordinatiug
the eight days. The sisters of the Villa community, who know him very well and

who also make these June retreats, recommended him &nd are pleased to know that he
might be among the directors they could select for the coming summer.

Father has discussed this with his prior, with Abbat Timnthy, and with
father Don Tauscher, 08B, who has participated in our proyram in the past.
your permission for him to serve in this manner, he would like to accept our
invitation to join ouy retreat team from June 16 thrdugh June 24, 18994,

Abbat Timothy has zlso agreed to write @ letter of recommendation for Father
Fran should you require it. Since you have alreagy gliven Father permission to serve
the Yilla in & similar capacity, however, he felt that it might not be necessary.

He prefers to aweit your yeguest. e et
] would be grateful fo hear from you as snpon as possiple as to
1) Mhether Father Fran Hoefgen may join us as staff fmember for the June retreat.

With

before {rming th s per ssion

We reed to haye our staff for the retreets confirmed by mid October. IT
Father Fran would not be able to serve on a team, I will need to move very quickly
Lo find another quatity director before calendars are filled for those dates.

Thank you vepy much for giving consideration to our request.
Sincerely in Christ,

Copies to: Abbot Timothy Kelly, 08B _
Sister Miriam Patricia Faricy, 0SY, 4 Ut Pl hisgn,
Villa Maria Prioress ,‘ ‘ .
Fether Fran Hoefgen, 0SB Sister Chabanel Mathison, 0SU
Administrative Directress

Yista ihe Seeond farit

.
Viin Mol Mantas Esnmtsnna Adlan PN T
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Octobeyr 12, 1983

Sister chabanel Mathison, 08U

Villa Maria Center
Frontenac, MN 55026-399E

Dear Sistsr Chabanel,

I po 1 to oc
ui 5 him es
Bo 6 , znl t

Reverend Kevin M. McDonoogh
Vicar General ;
Moderator of the Curia

KMM: da
pec:  Archbils ach
Abhot T Kelly, OSB

Sr. Mariam Patricia Pavicy, OSU

Fr. Fran Hoefgen, OSB

et ot

ach in
her Fran
xt June.

the =
of
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Copies:

Dctober 16, 1993

Rev. Kayin McDonouah
226 Summit .Avenue
5t. Paul, Minpesota
55102-2197

Dear Father McDonough;

ou very much both respp gt
so pr énd for your carin d pra ul tive
respa h regard to Father n Hoe I's tcipation
on one of our summer retreat teams. We appreciate the
point of sensitivity you raise, and I think that tha
way we promote this retreat will respect that issue,

In our general diocesan and state wide advertising,
we simply list the dates and describe the style of the
retreat, encouraging interssted people to call or write
to us for registration materials. They then receive
2 brothure listing staftf members for both retreats sg
that they may select a director ar direciress Tor those
retreat days. We serve religfous in nine states with
these retreats, and those who have been here previously
1150 receive a brochure automatically in January. We
do not do any advertising In newspapers, diocesan bulletins,
parish huylletins, etc. nar do we list st with general
publicity. The reputation of these retr s is sufficient,
end those who come know we have a good 5 ¥, '

Tha lay people who have  un to participate are
women whe are recommended to by their spiritual
directors, therapists, parish nisters who also know
our program and our reputation, They do not normally come
to us through general advertising or anhouncements.

We screen carefylly not only stoff but participants, and
1 saw *his opportunity as a wonderful w hat Father
fFran might extend the sharing of his gi with us,

We are grateful-that you and. Father!s.c nity. .agree.

Thank you for your time and concern. Enciosed

please find samples of our general publicity and & copy
vestin

registr  on mpaterials.-

Villu fafu Grittur, Frontonag, Minesin 02k, {1138 34inosd

P
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STATE OF MINNESOTA DISTRICT COURT
COUNTY, OF DAKOTA FIRST JUDICIAL DISTRICT

Civil Division
Jolin KKK Does, rFile No. 02*493-'9306

Plaintiff,
Ve
_ PINDINGS QF FACY

Father Francis Hoefgen, The CONCLUSIONS OF LAW
Diccess of 8t. Cloud, and ORDER FPOR JUDGMERT
The Order of 8%. Benedict AND JUDGMENT

of the Rowan Catholdc Church
a/k/fa St, Johns Abbey,

bafendants.

e o i s ot ey e Y e et 6 0 e e

The above-entitled matter came before the undersigned oh
November 15, 1893 at tha Dakota County Judiclal Center, Hastings,
#innescta upon Defendants motion for sumwary judgment and
plaintiffis motion to impose sanctions,

Jeffrey R. Anderson, Esg., Thomas C. Racette, Esg. and Karen
Kugler, Bsq. appeared for apd on behalf of the Plaintiff. Bgcott P.
Drawe, Bsg. appeared for and on bebalf of Defendant Father Francis
Hoetgen. John Quinlivan, Esg. appesred for and on behalf of
Dafe nt The Diocess of St. Cloud. Joseph M. Stocce, Esd.
appeared for and oh bhehalf of the Lefendant- The Order of St.
Teamedtmk

Based upon the court files, submissions and arguments of

counsel, and the proceedings herein, THE COURT MAKES THE FOLLOWING!

1. The Plaintiff John K¥R Doe 1s an adult male resident of

the State of Minnesota. at the time of the sexual abuse arcl

Filod this
of 1% 1

UV i ar ’v, HOGER W. SAMES, Gourl Adminklrater
MOV 23 199:; s B en
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sexual exploitation, the plaintiff was a minor seventeen years of
age,

2. The Defandantlbiocese of St. Clond i a Mignesota non~
profit religious oorporatien under the Digcese of the Rowan
Cathelic church.

3. The Defendans The Order of St. Benedict of the Roman
catholic Church (hereipafter Order), a Roman Catholic religlous
ordetr of priests, is a non-profit religious organization authorized
ts conduct business and condueting business in the Siste of
Minnesota with ite principle place of businass at St. John’s Abbey,
coliegevillie, Minnesota.

4, That Defsndant Father Francls Heefgen {heveinafter Father
Fran) is a Roman catholic priast, educated by, ordained in and
under the supervision, authority, employ and control of the
defendant Qrder.

5. This action was commenced by Fumwons and Complaint dated
October 2§, 1592,

6. In the spring of 1983, the Plaintiff was hospitalized at
st, _Cloud :Hoepital-as a result of a sipiocide-attempt and troubkles

with his fawily eituation.
FPrElor-te-the—plaintdfE-s-hospitaligation—ne-hid-Numerous———

confyrontations with his parente. The plaintiff had thoughts of
guicide on @ weekly basis when he was seventeen years old. At one

point he took a bunch of aspirin and on enother occasion he steod

in the middle of a highway.
8. TPrior to the plaintiff/e hospitalization, the plaintiff

OSB HOEFGEN_00158
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and his father engaged in ssveral physical confrontations resylting
in pushing and ‘Bome hitting.

8. TFather PFran, as part of his employment duties, visited
patients at St, Qloud Hospital, During the pexiod of Plaintiff’s
hospitalizatian, Father Fran visited the Plalptiff approximate;l.y
three times a week to provide him with epiritual and emcticnal
aounseling,

10, puring the time Father Fran visited the plaintileff, t'né
plaintiff indisated to Father Fran that he thought he might be gay.

. In a report dated January 6, 1983 by Dr. O’Regan
regarding +the plaintiff, the recexrd states, "The clisnt did
acknowledge some sexWal ceoncerns. For instance, he stated that
only vecently did be determine that his sexual orilentation is
teoward males."

1a. Upon Plaintiff’e velease from the 8%, ¢loud Hospital, the
Plaintiff returned home to hiy parents. Howaver, that situation
did not werk and the plaintiff’s parente arrangsd for ths plaintiff
to live with Father Fran at the reotory of St. Boniface Church,
Cold Spring, Minnegeta in_funa and. July of 1983,

13, During the *time the plaintiff resided =t the rectory

tkL.Eafhzn;Eran,_Eai:herﬁl-:ran._uppz:oachemthegp&ai-m,i-frf_onea—a—
aevening and performed oral sex eon the plaintiff. This sexual
encounter occurred in the living room of the parlsh house.

14. According to the plaintiff, approximately two weaks after‘
the above encounter, while in the rectory house, Father Fran and

the plaintiff engaged in kis#ing and heavy petting., The plaintiff
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did not realst and participated im the activity.

18. It has been acknowledged by Father Fran that two separate
incidents took place, lowever, according to TFather Fran’s
statement, the sscond incldent took place tha following evening
after the first incident and that oral sex was flso involved in the
fiecand enceunter.

16. Shortly followlng these ipcidents, the plaintiff left the
rectory house end went to live in a foster home.

17. That between Octobsr 6, 1983 through Novembsr 2, 1984,
tbé plaintiff was seeing a counselor, Dr. John T. ©’Regan, &t the
Central Minnesota Mental Health clinie for sexvality dssues, among
other problems.

18, 'That during a counseling session with Dy, ©O'Regan oh
March 12, 1984, the ple;intiff tcld Dr. CfRegan that he had a sexual
relationship with a priest, that being Father Fran.

19. Dr. O’'Ragan congluded that the plaintiff was in emotional
pain a3 he told him about the encounter. The plaintiff also
indicted to the Docteorn t.h‘at ha felt cheapened by the encounter and
felt anger towarc!s the Catholic Churc¢h.

20. Dx, O'Regan told the plaintiff ihat he bad teo report this

to the authorities.

21, In the plaintiff’s next counseling eession with Dr.
0’Regan on March 15, 1584, the plaintiff described in detail the
s2xual relatlonship that he had with Father Fran.

22, ‘Thet on March 3, 1984 Vingent Xonz, Chief of Police in

Cold spring, Minnesota, received a xeport from Sergeant Joe Dvorak,
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that he had received 3 call from Michael ghatt, a Sterns county
socidl service worker about an a._lleged' sexual abuse that had
ocaurred between the plaintifs and Father Fran.

21, That the Btearns County Sheriff’s Department took
Btatements fram-the plaintiff on Mareh 14, 1984 and March 19, 1984
regarding the incident.

24. -Vincen®: Ronz tock Fathey Fran’s statement on March 19,
1984 regarding the alleged sexual abuse inocldent vwhereky Fathexr
Fran agknowledged that the sexual incidente had <taken place.

25. Vincdant Konz’s offlce conducted an investigation and then
brought the infermation to Roger van Heel of the Courty Attormey’s
office. The County 3ttorney’s Office did not charge the case out
and thus this ended the investigaticon for Vincent Konz‘s offioce.

26. %hat D John T. ©'Regan, Ph., D. opined in a letter to
Thamas Kritzeek of the Minnesota Dapartment of Corrections dated
Septenber 20, 1995 bhét the plaintiff was moderately depregsed and
apathatic and was struggling with gexwality issues.

27. That subseguent to the sexnal epcounters with Father
Fran, the plaintlff had varlous other sexual encounters from 1984
througﬁ 1988 or 1989 with nmen angd wonen,

28, in
pounseling with Dan Keefe at Family and childrens Service Zfox
depression.

29, Tt was during the counseliny sessions with Dan Xeefe that
the ylaintiff becama fully aware that some of his problema may be

linked o the sexual encounters with Father Fran.
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v, The pleintlff began using aloohol and drugs at the ags of
19. Tha plaintiff presently drinks zﬁcohol on a daily basis and
smokes marijuana approximately 3 times a wesk.

3i. The plaintiff has had approximately 20 — 258 JdifZerent
jobs sinca his graduation from high school. Most of these job
positions he yas terminated from.

32. The plaintiff contlnies to have concerns mnd cenfusion
about hie sexual igantity.
Based on the foregoing, the Court makes the following:

CONCLUSTIONS OF LAW

1. ThHat the plaintiff from the time period of 1383 through

1992 remembered the sexual encounters that took plage with Pather

Fran.

3. That the plaintiff has suffered emetiorial problems and
gexuality problems from 1581 throngh 1952,

3. That the plaintiff knew or had reason to know in 1983 and
1584 that his injurdes may have heen c¢aused by the sexual
encounters with Father Fran.
.. _Ae. _That _pursuvant to Minn._ Stat. gsction. 542.074,  the

plaintiff’s cleims are barred by the statute of limitations.,

_ORDER

i, That the plaintiff‘e complaint against Father Francis

Hoefgén iz hereby dismissed with prejudics.
2. That the plaintiff’d complaint against the Diocese of St.

clovd is hereby dismisged with prejudice.
3, That the plaintiff’s complaint esgainst The oOrder of St.
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benedlct of the Roman Catholle Church a/k/a 8t. Johns Abbey is
hereby dismigssd with prejudzice.-
4. That the plaintiffrs motion for sanotiens is hereby denied
based upon the Coéurt’= summéry Jjudgment ruliny. :
5. Thie orpder disposes of all claluws and the Plaintiffre
complaint is hexreby dismissed in it's entirety.
6. Memorandum attached bBereto is made a part hereof.
LET JUDGMENT BE ENTERBD ACCORDINGLY.

Dated: November 23, 1853 BY THE COURT

&;u‘mu." N~ r&(}d\/h—)
“HMICHEYL V. SO0ViIS
JUDGE OF DISTRICT COURY

JUDGMENT
I HEREBY CERTIFY THAT THE ABQVE CONCLUSTONS OF LAW CONSTITUTES THE
JULGMENT OF THE COURT.

ROGER W. SAMES

DATE: TNOVEMBER 23RD 1993 COURT ADMINISTRATOR
(SEAL) v Eluils Saliden
DEPUTY CLERK
;
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SUMMARY JUDGMENT STANDARD

The rules governing symmary judgment are well known. I1ts use
ie available to all parties in a vivil action. (A defending party
has the right to move for summary 3udgment, Minn, R. Clv. f.
56.02). Summary Jjudgmant f'should be employed only Wwhere it is

perfectly clear that no igsue of fFact is involved.™

; 273 Minn. 37, , 144 N.W.2d8 711,716 {1966). The 'tulss
provide:

Judgement shill be rendered forthwith if the
pleadings, osltlons, er to { and
adnissions fila, tog r with » AT
any, W ere is no gen issue as to any
mater 1 “hat either y is entitled to

Judgment as a matter of law,

Minn. R. Civ, P. 56.03, The court will determine if thers is an
issne o©f materiz} fact te be triled, but it will not resolve any
lssues of faot. , 273
N.W.2d 630 (Minn. 1978). The party moving for summary judgment has
+he purden of showing there is no gemulne Iszne ag to any meterial
fact, and the nop-moving party has the right o have all the doubts
and inferencez resclved-in his favor. '
305 Minn., 522, 232 N.W,.2d4 776 {197%). If the *movant';s papers show
that no genuinre lssue of material fact exist, then the burden
shifts to the opposing party to introduce outeide evidence to rebut
this conclusion, Minn. R. Civ. P. 56.05,

In the case befors this Court, the plaintiff’s have the durden
to introducs autside evidence to rebut the defendant’s position

that no issve of material fact exists., »"whéen a motion for summary
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Judyment is made and supported as provided in Rule 56, an adverse
party may net rest upo'n the mere avernents or depial of the adverae
party/s pleading but muet present specific facts showing that there
iz a genuine issue for trial." Minn. R. giv. P. B55.05.
"Supporting and opposing affidavits shall be made on personal
knowledge, shall set forth much facts ae would be admiszible in
evidence, and eball shoy affirmatively +that the affiant is
competent to testify to the matters stated therein.® Minn. R. Clv.
B, h6,05.
THE PLAINTIFF KNEW OR HAD REASON T¢ ¥NOW THAT THE INJURY WAS CAUSED
BY THE SEXUAL ABUSE

In vpposition to defendants summary judgnent, the plaintiff
has submitted an affidavit by Josl Peskay, Ph.D. Dr. Peskay was
retzined by the attorneys for the plaintiff to svaluats and render
a report regarding the natnre, extent and cause of plaintiff’s
injuriea, if any, resultlng from the sexual encounter with Father
Fran. Dr. Peskay Teviewed the plaintiff’s depesition transcript,
treatment and therapy records, school and enmpleoyment records and
fur ©o ed a psychological interviey and evaluatlon of the

plaintiff; therefors Dr. Peskay does have persohal knewledge of the

motion, a party cannot rely upon mere denial or general assertions
but. must dewonstrate that specific facts ekisi which creuts a

genuine issue for trial." 480 Nw2d 13%,

140 (Minn, Apg. 1992). ‘“Conclugicnary allegaticms +to a TIght to

trial are insufficient to deny summary judgment.®
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474 NW2d 370, 373 (Minn. App. 1991).

The plaintiff has Falled to essert with specifié facts. that
the plaintiff did hot know or have reason to know that his injuries
May have been caused from the sexual apuse. Dr. Pesk’ay etates in
his affidmvit, "Pricy to the summer of 1882, it is my opinion t’h’at
mich of the emoticnal turmoil suffered by the Plaintiff was the
reswlt of self-blade and gullt for engaging In sexual contact with
another male." Based upon the :f;act that the plaintiff admitted he
was depressed, had feelings of guilt and confusion about his sexual
crientastion and further scught ¢ut ocounseling with Dr. O/Regan
gives rise tol the potion. that the plaintiff knew or should have
knowh that this was a result of sexual abuse.

HEven though the plaintiff way not have been Tully aware of his
injuries until 1992, he had reason to know in 1983 and 1584 that
the injuries may have stemmed from the sexval encounter with Father
Fran, In Klen 963 F24 168 (Bth cir.
19%2), the court applied s "diseovary rule" mneot wunlike the one

thie court has before it. This court ip interpreting Minn. Stat.

§541,077 bhas glven credepos to other courts who have intarpreted—

similar language regarding the discovery of an injury,

hospitalized in 1977 with chronie pelvie inflammatory cisease {PID)
and was at that time informed by her physician that her injuries
were caused by the ¢u-7. The plaintiff argued that she was not
awvere of the full extent of her injuries until 1982 after she was

unable to conceive und was diagnosed as infertile. The court
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declined her interpretation and stated "a plaintiff who is aware of
baoth her injury and the likely cause of hier injury is not permitted
to clrcumvent the statiuta of limitatlions by waiting, for a more
serious injury to develop from the sama canse." at 170.
" (Under Minnesoba law, "[1)t is not necessary fer the final or
ultimate damages to be known or predictable, however, the statute
begins to run whep some damage ocours which would entitle the
vietim to maintain a fause of action.")", at 170, &es aleg

rantdnantal Meadn Ma v, Wenlsd Chanmtr. Moo 480 F, 24 793, 797
{Bth cir. 1973).

The court in Klsmpka found that the plaintiff’e infertility
was not a separate and distinet injury that would start the statute
of limitations to tun in 2982, but instead, it was a conseguential
damage resulting from thée PID. Id. at 171. See also

974 F2d 1132 (Bth Ciy, 1992), A plaintiff 4= not
permitted to eplit one’s lnitial and consequentlal injuries in
oxrder to meet the statute of limitatlons’ deadlines.v Id. at 171,

In 196 Cal. App. 3d 1011, 242 cal, Rptr.

-

368 _(1887), the plaintiff was se 1ly_  sed by her & ~__ _

grandfather as & winor and denied, repressed and dissoclated

the commencement of the compliant. The plaintiff argued that she
could invoke the delayed discovery doctrine bécause she did net
appreciate until recemtly the casnal relationship betwsen the
alleged assault and Her emotlional jnjuries, even though she was

avare of the asgaults. "“The dslayed discovery doctrine applles
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only when a plaintiff has not discovered gll of the facts essential
te a cause of action.% 196 cal. App. 34 at 1017. The plaintiff
wag aware of the repeated sexual molestation that occurred, but
argued that she was unaware of the later serlous &and ongoipg
injuries that plaguad her adult life untll oné year prior to the
£iling of the complaint.

There are times when & tort initially causes injurles =o
insubstantial that it is not reascpable to expect the victim

a
t
2
because limitati pe =]
traditia view, as n a £
harm, however elight. (cita .
courts have madified the tr 4
puriishing the £f, n ¢
prosecuting a for b5 S~
' more substantial haxm. . ., R cr e
to the wview that the peri nt £
possas a e cau=ze ol agtl by W an ts
hava 4 1o te a polnt wh Pl £ en a
legal remedy, not merely s symbolie judgment such as an award
of . infl of app and
ack r usc n in . will the
sta

at 196 Cal, App. 34 at 1C21-1022.

The Court haowever, rejzcted DsRose’s argument of delayad
discovery-and affirmed the dismissal of her conplaint. ~ The Tourt
reasonad that it did not matter that DeRose had not dlscovered the
causal c¢opnection to 211 her injuries, but that when she reached
the age of majority she knew that she had substantial damages
associated with the =exual sbuse and failed to commences the actlon
within the statute of limitatiecns. 196 ©al, App. 34 at
1020, Under Minnesota’s delayed disceovery rule, the gtatute of
limitations begine to run when the plsintiff knew or had reasop to

5
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know that the injury was caused hy the sexual abuse.

As a matter of law, this courk has determined that the
plaintiff knev or had reaszon to know of his injuries based upon the
undisputed facts in this case. Subeeguent to the sexual encounter
with Pather Fran, the plaintiff continued with counseling regarding
his depression, In Dr. O0'Regan’s letter of September 20, 1885 he
opined that the plalntiff was depressed and struggling with
sexuality issués, Based upon the plaintifffs alcohol and drug use
and his numerods jobs, the facts are undisputed that the plaintiff
had reason to know the injury nay have been caused :by the sexual
akuse. The plalntiff was on notlce of the elements of his injury
and that the inoidents may have had & negative 1mpact on his
enotional well-being. He felt guilt and felt aliensted from his
parents and didn’t have many friends at school. Vincent Xonz of
the Cold 8prings Pollice Departmemt took the plaintiff’s statement
regarding the incident and even at that time the plaintiff was on
notive that a2 poesible grimingl investigation may be undertaken and

that he was a victim, The fact that his counselor reported the

—_—— incident to the authorifies.gave_ him notice that-he. may. have-—-—

-su.ffered harm from the inoident and that through oounseling the
—_ plaintiff had.reason_to-know- that-his-pain-mey—have—been—casualdy-——m—
connected to the ssxual relatlionshlp with Father Fran, Further,
the plaintiff had reason to know by the fact that Dr., 0/Regan
reported the incident to the authorities that the doctor saw this
a2 A sexual abuse and that a priest should not be having sex with

ma.lesl. Therefore it is undisputed that the plaintiff suffered
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appreciable and actual harm that cormenced the etatutory period in
1983 or 1984,

I view of the &-year statute of limitations, the plaintiff
falled to timely commence this acticn and bis complaint aghinsy
Father Francls Hoefgen is dismissed. Since the plaintiff has based
bie claim against The Diccese of 5t. cloud and The Order of Bt,
Banedlct on the thaory af wicarious liapbility, those claims must

alap be digmissed.
nvs
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REV. CIS HOEFGEN, 0.S.B.
Retura to: Fr.Daniel Durken, OSB
St. John's Abbey

Collegeville, MN 56321

/773

0SB HOEFGEN 00171



March 8§, 1994

Fran Hoefgen, OSB; Guest Master
St, John's Abbey

St. Tohn's University
Collegeville, Minnesota 56321

‘Dear Brother Fran:

Enclosed pleasefind a copy of the magazine in which thepiece on my age
appears. The editors cut the piece substantially but it still captured the spirit of whatI

was trying to do.

"Thank you so much for your kind h . My visit at St. John's was wonderfil,
There is something about the Abbey and its environment has become a permanent patt
of me. Its a bit like having visited the pristine witderness of the BWCA ~ just knowing
its there, somehow gives me strength and assurance, At seven in them , my
thoughts ofen drift to the quiet shuffling into the choir loft and 1 am encouraged as my

day begins.
Your personsl kindness and gentle guidance mate me feel welcomed and tefreshed. In
Johti Bunyan's there is @ wonderful passage where a battered and
travel weary Christian stops at a guest hous and is refresbied and ministered 100, Asa
boy, I often tred to imagined the master of that wayside stop. 1 know longer nieed to
imagine, I've met him.

1 am exploring the possibility of doing an article on your fire department for a pational
firefighters.

Tharik you again for your hospitality. The bread was wonderful and my sons and 1
have been savering the meple syrup on our special Sunday moeralng waffles. Thank
you. All God's best to you, Abbot Timothy, and your comnmunity.

Sincerely Yours,
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QORDER OF ST. BENEDICT, INC,
Conducting St. Jolut's Abbey, University, Preparatory School, Liturgical Press

Box 5000
c MINNESCTA 56321-5000

(612) 363-2508

Humaer Resowrces : 1QORT ;
POSITION DESCRIPTION FAX (817) 3632115

JOB TITLE: Supervisor
DEPARTMENT Saint John's University Information Certer

FUNCTION OF THE JOB:

Under the supervision of the Dire

r of Financial Systems, this position

is responsible for thé day-to-day eration and staffing of the
Informatiem Center.

8.

ies;

Asgures that the Information Center is staffed duxing the opersting
hours of 7330 a.m. = 12:00 a.m. Monday to Friday and B:00 a.m. -
12:00 p.m. Satwurday and Sunday.

Interview, t n and evaluate student employzes, and malntain
current job t s,

Supervise the distribution of mall to Zaculty and administrative
employees.

Supervise -and meintaln appropriate records for the sals of Saint
Jobn's Bread amd Greyhound Bus Tickets.

Precvide information and direction regarding programs and attivities

Supervise the FRX service,
end~  ~partdeipate-din—the-me Fi-meeting

Performs other duties as asslgned,

MINIMind DESIRARLE QUALTFICATIONS!

1'

2

=

Excellent communication skills.

Confidentdality.

An Bgual Opportunity Employer
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Pdsition Description
Superviscr ~ Saint Jdohn's University Information Centex

Page Two

(W 3.  PC experience,
4.  Working knowledge of ATeT Definilty, 8-2, AUDIX, Manager III, Monitor
I, UNIX, helpful.

5. Supervisory experience preferred.

ADDITIONAL REQUISITES:
Ability to interact with the community of St. Johm's as an integral
part of the staff and faculty-

2 Project a positive image of servn.ce yvhich represents the unit te
which aseigned.

Ability to acquire an understanding of the character and mission of

1

3.
8t. John's.

4. A willingness tv maintain a high level of competence. Discreet
judgment and eonfidentiality are expected at this lavel of
responsibility,

APPOINTMENT ¢ Part~time, Support Staff. Grade V.

O * h prefarred Benedictine candidate has heen identified for this pogition.

03/24/94 ’
Reviewed and Accepted
by Humar Resourges

C\
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April 21 .1994

Fran.

Over a vear has passed since I sent you mv last letter While
I do not kinow the present stateof lawsuit. I do know there is
one thing I need to do, And that 1is meet with wvou face to face.
There have been many trving times for me in the past year. With
the help of a therapist. I ve been able to werk through most of

them.

At the pregent time. I sti1ll carry a lot of anger with me each
day. simed at you and 8t. John“s Abbey. I was brought up believing
the Cathsalic faith taught people to be caring and loving towards
one anocther. I can recall many of vour own sermcens that dealt with
these subjects. Not a Sunday has gone by. since this lawsuit
became public, that I have not strugeled to get +through Mass.
Why?? Mavbe. becanse the very peopls that are doing the preaching
cannot even attempt to acknowledge the pain I deal with. Not
hecause they do not know about it. but because theyv are too busy
protecting their money. Abbot Xelly told me last April (1993) that
I could not speak to vou face to face until this lawsuit was

settled. That statement alone told me what was more important in
the eves and hearts of St. John’s Abbey. And it definitely isn’t

the peopls ..... it’s the money!'! 1s that the message God was
trving to deliver to all of ws?? 1 have & hard time believing that
18 true.

1

I want nothing but to have some of my questionz answered.
wrote about them in my first letter to you.
Why??
Were you jusgt using me to get to

you rob me of my Catholic Faith as your sctbions and thosge of Bt.
John’s Abbey have =o far, then in the end vou have robbed me of
the most precious thing I will ever have in my life.

You make the call .....
I will await your answer.
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OIOCESSUS

600 South 25th Avernue
Suile 211

Si. Cloud, MN 56301
(B612) 252-2876

TO: Fr. Fran Hoefgen KS‘)-( )
‘Iﬂ'.

FROM: Sondra Lawrence, M.S., L.P. ‘g

DATE : April 25, 1994

RE:

I am writing to request that you participate in a meeting with
, almed at resolving conflicting feelings she has
regarding your xole in her life as a female adolescent.

has been working quite hard to understand and integrate her
life experiences. Your willingness to meet with her would
provide her with the opportunity to put closure on some difficult
nemories and further complete her healing process.

is willing to meet with you at an office of your choosing
at a time that is convenient for you, She wants to meet
individhally with you, but has stated that she would be open to
having the Abbot attend if this would be helpful to you.

It isg x}uy hope that you will ke able to meet with her znd assist
in this important vart of this healing process. To reduce the

amount of anxiety may experience in waiting for your
response, I ask that you reply to this reguest by May 4th. You
can reach me by phone at | or mail and I will inform

of your reply.
cc: .Abbot Tim Kelly l//

T _Engldsure T T
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SAINT JOHN’S ABBEY

BOX 20}5
COLLEGEVILLE, MINNESOTA 56321-2015

OFFICE OF THE ABBOT

April 27, 1994

Father Fran Hoefgen, 0.6.B.
Saint John's Abbey
Collegeville, Minnesota 56321

Dear Father Fran:

I received a copy of the letter sent to you concerning
meeting with '» I want to assure you ‘that I wiil not
approve of this meeting unless you have with you a
coungalloi'= who ¢an serve to protect you in | this
encounter. I have no particular need to be a part of
that meeting since I have no particular desire to be
battared either. ITf you want to talk to me about thias

feel free to cvome in,

S8incerely in Christ,

ot Timothy Kelly, 0.S.B.

TK/kr

PHONE 612 363-25¢4 IR |4 X 612 363-3082
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JUNE 14, 1994
ABBOT “TIMOTHY.,

A 'PERSONAL THANK YOU FOR 'ALLOWING ME
TO TAKE ‘A RETREAT OTHER THAN THE
" COMMUNTTY - RETREAT. T WAS ExTREMELY

" PEACEFUL AND FRUITFUL FOR ME.
1 WENT. TO' LUTSEN, MAY 1-5 AND. LisTENED

TO TAPES BY STENDL' RAST & DEMELLQ; .

. IN.THE AFTERNOONS I HIKED ON THE
"s%HIKING TRAILS NEAR BY. d

e was-ygnv MEANINGEULaFQR ME .

", G6D.BLESS.,

SINCERELY,

AN HOEFGEN,. OSB
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Abbot  riothy Kelly, 0SB
St. 0 *s Abbey

P.0. Box 2015
Collegeville, Minnesota
56321

Dery Abbot. Timothy;

For past gh ays ave be
of your ¢ nity mb on eight
Hoefgen. eye 2 wh W35 &
Fathar Fr adg s re work
did not a him t th one ©

hecause he felt he lacked training for
enough experience In this area.

June 24, 1994

the Vills to be part of this ministry,
ane. His experience with his “three
shaet of comments from his evaluations,

&S D be wonderful ¢ abora
, cerns  d needs; and  you ,
gy dapp iate waysTte  hance
h onapn  ture retreat ams b

teeatahts as well,

We have encouraged Fran to consider spiritual directton/retreat:ministry

as a ppssible direction for the ure,
programs in this area, we can ce

members at our tenter over the y

intyrpecommend him.
, and he already has whet seems riecessary to

and if he would want to puPsue some
We have many good staff

be among the most requested and exceéptional of them.

nk much ¥ sharing
sumnt nd r si rtof his
“im s me sy  Uring the

Copy to Fathér Fran Hoefgen, 03B

is disgernment to be with us this
._“_’i.th us not only for this retreat: but

Sincerely,

Sr. Chabane]l Mathison, OSU
Administrative Directress

Memayw 18 e B em P e
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June 24, 1994

Archblshop Johm R. Roach

Chahcery

226 Summit Avenue

5t. Paul, Minnesota - '
55102

.Dear Archbishop Roach;
on for Father Fran Hoefgen, O5R,

ms for siste tr s,

n McDonough vi yo th
uld just 1ik ik he iU
hank you and 11 uw ag

raction staff.

As y an see the comments of

these eig  ays, th ifts we sensed 1
been vall d unive 1ly. He has als
collaborator pn the team, and his sense
daily celebrations during retreat. We
retreat ‘team on which he would agree to
our out of state team members and our r ad
his return. i

Again, we thank you for- prayerful declsict that was part:ofFather
Fran's decisjon to be with ¢ his sumrer. Perhaps this is a new winistey
direction to which he can o  nue to bring his gifts.

flessings from all of us at the Villa ap a fruitful and renewing summer
for you,
Sincerely.in Christ,
@
thabanel.Mathison, 0SU
" Copies to; t Timothy 1ly, 0SB
v Mirfam  ricis Faricy, OSU

end Kevin  Donough
Father Fran Hoefgen, 0SB

Lillin 4w P armine OB AT Pavrmdiy A Bl Fenninenn ibereaani~ €FENANG (rrand Nad ACHnnN
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Evaluation Comments for Father Fran Hoefgen, 0SB

-<from his retreatants

This was an exceptional retreat. Father 1s perceptive, an excellant })istener,
not bound £t a preplavnad program, gifted with a delightful sense of humor, obvzous]y

.a man of deep prayer.

Me 1s God's gift to me at this time of my life, and 1 am most grateful to you
for having him and assigning me to Walk with him this retreat.

Fran has been very good:

& good listener, has a heart thet can Ycue in" to important
issues, ;

He is gentlé and asks the right questions; he's respectful of the individual's ability
or ingbility to share something.

He helped me through prayer to pull together my life's issues.

OSB HOEFGEN_00182



b}

J
SAINT JOHN'S ABBEY

BOX 2015/
COLLEGEVILLE, MINNESOTA 56321-2015

OFFICE OF THE ABBOT

June 27, 1%94

Sister Chabanel Mathison, ©.58.D0.
Adminiptrative Directresas

1v1illa Maria Center

29847 County 2 Blvd,
Frontenaa, MN 55026

Dear Sister Chabapel:

talent God has blessed him with,

M¥ay yo asp be b
effort eb e of
many whe come to you,

Sincerely ip Christ,

. B.8.B.

TK/Xzx

PHONE 612 363-2544 FAX 612 363-3082

the
the
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@ ST. CLOUD
Times

R——tre—

Peopln - Infegrily ~ Informadlon - Profl

July 29, 1994

The Rev. Daniel Durken
St, John's Abbey
Collegeville, MN 58321

Dear Father Durken,

This is to canfirm our conversation about an interview with a prisst accused of sexual
abuse and the use of his name. As we discussad, the priest has given his censent for
the newspaper 1o publish all the information disclosed during the Interview and the
newspaper has agresd that this priest's name will not be used in the article resulting

from that interview,

Sincerely,
Welsd—

John Welsh

TalwEr ATAA L Fau iClA ARE ATOE AIELV (1A 15K PRTT

——— T L P P P
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SAINT JOHN'S ABBEY

Saturday: July 30, 1994

Dear Abbpet Timothy and Fathers Rene and Franm,

T lope we will be able to meet Sunday evening, July 31, after Evening Prayer
dn the abbat's office te discuss the interview of Fr. Fran by John Welsh of

the S5t. Cloud Times,

1 am atbacting a copy of the letter .John Welsh sent to me with the apreement
not ko use ¥r, Fran's name in the srticle resulting from thio interylew.

When I asked Joho to glve me an idea of the queatlons he might ask and the
Information he ie lecking for, he atated the following:

He would like to have enough Biopraphicsl informstipn to make the person bedng
snterviewed a real person so that he fs not writdpg about a wumber or a atatistic,

He would like to know the person's thpugbts about the allegations ‘thet were made,
about the lawsuit itself, about the larger issnes involved Zn this matter, and
about rhe ovarall.reactiops tp the case from the viewpoint ef the patsen heing
progecuted, I reminded John that -there way be aspects of legal confideptiality
inovolved in seme of these ateas, and I think John spprecistes that,

See you Sundmy eveulng.

Fratermally,

%

-

COLLEGEVILLE, MINNESOTA 56321-2015

OSB HOEFGEN_00185



fﬂfdz’ 1, (48

THosT e/ Abbst
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SAINT JOHN'S ABBEY

BOX 2015
COLLEGEVILLE, MINNESOTA 56321-2015

QFRJICE OF THE ABBQT

August 23, 1894

Mr.

Dear Mr.

Thunk t of t 14 and
words 1e d a good p

rasponded vo well to his gentle approach.

Your cars and aoncerr Lor Father Fran speaks well
and ¥ i1l con te pray foxr

his . God ble and giveye

in sour life as.well.

Sincerely in Chriet,

Abbot Timethy Kelly, 0.B5.B.

Tt ot =

iV S

PHONE 612 363-2544 FAX 612 363-30B2

2R

of you
For
gace
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October 13, 1994

Deor Abbot Timothy,

As we gt 8t Elizabeth Ann Seton begin this week of dedication of our new ohurch to God
and His service, @ majority of us do so with joy, but mixed with deep-sorrow, While we love and
respect Fr. Florian as the head of our parish family, vur hearis and souls were traumatized
when Fr. Franwas taken from our fives. 11 is hard 1o iry and begin a new erq in this worship
space withow! him by our sides. 1t is a loss that has not faded over the last two years, but has
endured. Theve has been no one with his spirit and compassionaie heart o wirister t6 and
guide so many of us on this avduous journey to God since he lgfi. The lingering moral sin is tha
because of the actions of a few and the lack of courage and maral conscience of a small group
of church leaders, about 90% of nur parish feels betraved and abandoned by the Catholic
Church as a Christ-like, forgiving, compassionate support system. in one quick accusation of
the past, and the hasiy response made by 51, John's and the Archdiocese of SL Paul in tearing
Fr. Eran away from the people who love him as a "Good Shepherd", we saw our selid rack

Soundavion crumble into sapd,

I don't know what pasition you held ar St. Johm's back then, but I know that Abbot Jerome
was in laly at the time. 1wanted, so much, 1o write 10 him and thank him for sending Fr. Fran
10 us eight years prior. The "presence” of God that Fr. Fran brought ta our parish.is absalutely
- immeasurabie-“i'm-yure Our Lord inspired-the Abbot 1o make that decision:- One has 10 experi-

ence someone of greal value before feeling the excruciating pain of his loss. If he could see the

fruifts of Fr. Fran's labor; he would have ne deubt of the wisdom exercised in assigning him 10

.

The dedication ceremony will be beautiful and festive, but it i§ in no way an indication of the
health of this parish. There are many varieties uf deep, festering wourds hidden by superficial
smiles thut huve never been properly acknowledged or tended to, and are earing away at our
Spirtts. { know, Abbot Timothy, that we are in a transition period, and this will tuclude a change in

the. priests who will be serving St. Elizabeth Ann Seton during the coming years. We have such
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wonderful, generous people in our pavish, bt we are wanderving around like scattered sheep, Fiove
Fr. Elorian and he does the best he can, bui with the tremendous responsibilities he hgs with a
parish this size, there iy no time or way he can, ajso, be present to minister to all of the people. We
are & "Body of Christ" with a head for adminisiration, but inadeguate representation of the heart
and how healthy can that be? We need 1o have a bylance of peysonatities. We need to have a priest
assigned here that truly loves, understands, and journeys with the people of God in our joy and our
sorrow like Fr. Fran did. We may have a "New House" to worship in, but we have moved inta it
with the same spiritually starving family members, We need a spiritual Father to bring us togethér,
€0 it's not only the church building thot is being consecrated, but the souls within who give it life.

Please consider our faith family very carefully when you choose a new priest to shepherd us.

1 am awife, mother of four children, and avery shy, quiet person who worked as a liturgical
assisiant when Fr. Fran was with us. At the very hoyr he was taken from us, back to St John's, on
October 28, 1992, unbekmown to me, I was ironing his vestments, preparing for his next Mass. The

Jollowing days eaused pain and darimess in my soul that can not be described. My mind would not
shut off and I began writing. When aparish meeling was cadled to begin processing what had
place, I knew that along wa‘th prayers and lesters of support to I'r, Fran, I had to stand up and
publicly him and challenge our Catholic leaders o act fustly.

s I said before; I have neyer been able fo spoaki t of & group, b evenwith so-many

present ~ Prior Jonathan, a lawyer from St. John's, Bishop Welsh, owr other priests, the pastoral

500 igpers =7, wmborand exp my mosyintinate——————

Jeelings as though I were alone with God. As I siood there sp 1 realized that it wasn't me,
byt the Holy Spirit giving me strength, courage, and working through me te give a message, I felt
greal peace at the gift of love and support 1 was able 1o give Fr. Fran ;vhen 1 had no idea how the
others would react 1o the accusation against kim. The measure of love for him was clearly visivle
and audible when I often had to stop momentarily because of their applauding an idea or principle.

When Fr. Florign fely-it was getting too long and interrupted, the people said, "Let her finish".
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Théir show of forgiveness and suppor! was overwhelming, but 1o see the church officicls roll over
and lay down in the face of public persecution was, ond is, devastating. A few had.a negative
perspective; but the "vast majority" weuld have done anything to bring im back. We had no say,
though, and as a result, we are all victimized with Fr, Fran. We still love him, and need someone 1o
help us wnderstand why the Catholic magestertum is such a weuk example of living the sacred
sacroments.

Thave enclosed a copy af my wilk. 1 realize you are an exiremely busy man, Abbot Timothy,
but please read it at yeur convenience. I just worit you to have some ideq of what a special "gift
Srom God" Fy. Frah is as a priest, a friend, a confessor, and an exiension gf Gad's Love among us,
how much we still 1ove him, and how needy our parish ts to have him or someone like him to be our

priest .and shepherd, May God bless you .and guide yox,

Youy sisser in-Christ,

PS. 1 had great joy and hope for Si. John's when 1 heard you had become Abbol. I'm Irish, 100!

T dmow you will put a ”s;mrﬁe}' in fheineyes und hearts! Peace.
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BOX 2015
COLLEGEVILLE, MINNESOTA 56 21-2015

OFFICE QF THE ABBO)

December §, 1594

Mrs

Dear Mre.

By now you will have thought that I have not taken serlously your
letter of Octobexr 13, 1994, but I ¢an assure you that it has been
cu my desk and in my mind and heart all thies time. When I was.zat
St Elizabeth Annm Seton parish for the dedication of the new church
I had hoped that perhaps I would meet you then, but such was not to

be the case.

Yours is the kind of letter that I eimply do not want to make a
gquick responee to, for it gpeaks cut of a depth of feeling and
compassion that I believe Tequires more than a so-#0 rTegponse. I
could give you all the external and surface reasons why the action

that was taken wab in fact taker. and then leave it at that.
b

There are reaswns for doing what was done and, I helisve, these muat
be Te w e a on-
al fo e r g We
live in a highly litigious society where dootors have +to pay
putragecus empunts for imgurance coverage, and anyone ‘who might be
a fre < of can be bro t cy 1in me
cime b of where they L aw suits
come in everyone who might be able to contribute 'to the settlement
1g included, and in this case that would be the abbay, the diocese,

oeal Q Bt ]

get t ut Y
are sexvad by -them,

trate on here., I always wonder there is aur and
whether or not there is anything salvific about it. My experience
would tell me that there is, whether that pain ie caueed by others
or by our owa fallures. One thing that does came clearer ie that
there ig no euch thing as & totally isolated act that doesn't have
bearing on the lives of otliers. This helps me understand the
concept of original sin. Because I am not a better fcollower of
Chrigt thexe are others in thie world who have mot come to know him
a8 he would be known. And becatime as a frllower of Chxist X have
betrayed others in some way, the only way scme would have known him
hag in some way beé vitiated by my own carelessneds:

PHONE 612 343-2544 FAX 612 353-3082
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Mra,

December £, 1994
Page Two

Thia is why in cases of sexual abuse and exploitation we insist en
putting firet the victim.  The obligation of the Christian is to be
hospitable and receive Christ in the other. Abuse and exploitation
im an inhoapitable act, and the primary duty then is to repair the
damage of inhospitality. Pach pareon must be aware that sinning
against another hasg dimeneions of hurt that apread far beyond the
individual sinned against and touch with inhospitality evesn people
unknown. If there is pain for you and for others inm theé parish
because of what has happened and the actioche taken by the abbey and
the archdiocese, know that this 1l a pain that oan teach us
gomething about the real problem of sin in ‘this world.

One ather thing that strikes me 4is what this pain has dome to the
accueed person., At firet it 1s clearly not plsasant. But it does
have ite positive pide asm well. One of the reasons that you found
him to be so kind and compassionata is that he has grown through the
years as a result of his own journeying through this trauma in years
past.  He ig a good man and he has grown greatly ag a result of what

he has had te go through,

Finally, I would have you be assured ‘that in hie current pesition
here he is doing an outstanding job. Agaidn., I believe he ie who he
is today becauge he has endured this pain and has chosen to allpw
it to mature him and bring him to a deeper underetanding of othergs’
paip. Many are still touched by his minmistry and will continue to
be bleesed as he continues to let God bring forth the fruit of the
Spirit im him.

When these events occurred that took him from Haetings back to St
John's T was rector of the seminary and mok in admimistration in the
abbey. However, I would be dishoneat if I told you other than that
I would likely havé lLandled the n : .
-.bslieve there wasa up othex cholice, ag A= + b -
I- hope—yoo van—at least—see-the -honesty- o ther viewpoints-— - R

compasaion and mercy: WMay the Advent season :build 4n ali of ua the
hope and ‘trust that is ours im God's sending of the Son.

Sincerely in Christ,

TR/ kT
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FATHER FRAN HOEFGEN, O0.5.B.

October 2, 1895

Pran came in to see me voluntarily st about 8:30 A.M, and told me
of an encounter he had with a student the evening before. The
student’s name 1is

He had been with him at the Palaestra in the weight room, went vith
him to his room in to massage out some aches he had.

When they axrrived at hils room, closed and locked the door.

He stripped down to his briefs and Fran gave him a massage. In the
course of the mass @ 5 mnmot by TFran‘s touch
I'ran says, bult then n mast d n did not undress and

of Fran. When it was over they

there was no touch by
remalned together talking for about an hour, talking about how

father has wlthdrawn frem contact with They did not
talk about any similar encounkters may have had with others o¥
anything about his past sexual history. Fran did not reveal
anything af his own past history. The only thing I can gather Fran

did tell at one time (not necessarily last night) was that
when Fran "came out" to his mother it was & healthy and relieving
thing to do. Fran gave no sign to at the time of his

remorse, nor did they particularly dwell on what had happened.

When Fran did come to see me, which was as soon as ne was able to,
he demonstrated a sincere remorse for what had happered. I asked
him to arrange for counselling as soon as possible and that I would
like to have a written report on the results. Fran has already
. been through St Imke’s (about 11 years ago) and this is the first
slip since then, accprding te him. He said he was in no way in a
counselling relationship as monk/priest to student. They have been
friends for akout a year and freguently ran into each other in the
Palaestra, including in the sauna,

At about 11200 A.M. T arranged a meeting between Bro. bietrich, Fr.
Rene, and me in my office:. I had earlier told Fran that I would
have to talk to these two about the incident. We met for more than

a half hour. PBoth of them are acquainted with Rene has
been -  the .and noted. that way he in the
gauna  eme e, and in the sh room's te like

to display himself. Rene referred to him as "flirtatlous!, perhaps
that would seem to want
intent to talk with

happened.

At 2:30 P.M. I again talked with F¥ran and weni over soma
clarifications with him as to what had happened. I told him that
he is not to use the Palaestra weight room or pocl or sauna or
showers anymore. He asked if playing racket ball there with a
confrere would be all right and I agreed. But even then he is to
return to the monastery for his showver. He readily agreed. I also
told him T thought that the encounter with probably came
after he had goctten well acguainted with him and that it would seem
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that the real danger is 1n getting too closie to any one attractive
person over a period of time, that it was prebably unlikely that he
wouléd do euch a +thing whimsically on early acguaintance.
Nonetheless, T told him that as guest master he should keep his
distance from the young and attractive, leave directed retreats to
such to others, and aveid chumminess with attractive guests. As I
had asked him to in the morning, he has chosen a monk in whom to
confide this, one he will keep in contact with: fric Hollas.

My schedule today has not allowed me to call vet but I will
do so tomorrow.

TK
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October 4, 1995 8:05 P.M.
I met with with Father Fran Hoefgen in my office for
a
O
i
c

afternpon whether * had e
siggested he call and &sk him to see me this evening with

PFran. - told Fran he had tried tc call me but got no answer.
I can af a a ten minute period d the whole day when
I was thin hot of my phone, so I be surprised if he
did in faet call or if he did perbaps he had the wrong nunber
(though I gave him the correct office phone number of hls voice

mail).

Fran met in the Great Hall and brought him to my office. I
d I was r on his in what
happened on £ the stan t of the

monastery and our commitment to celibacy what happened was clearly

nat able an m acknowladged this as wrong-deing.
on of the a ity I apologized and noted that

Fran had already dona this as well. I offered help in the form of
counselling if should ever decide that what happened has
caused him any stress. When T asked him how the meeting we were
g i he t i and T
st tom he no ned and
he really deoes not understand we of it.
He said ke hasn’t much thought about it and that it has not had a
bad effect on him and does net anticipate that it will. I
reiterated that if in the future he should find that it causes
problems that, he: should feel free +to contact me and we will
ce nly provids whatever is to pay counselling.
He wag not vayy verbal, mostly be did not m to perceive
why wé& were making any bilg thing of this.
Fallowing +this meeting I talked wilkth Fren about going for

evaluation to 8t Luke’s Instltute where he had been in out-patient
treatment in 1983. I will try tn make, such arrangsments. Lomorrow.

Cctober 5, 1995

I.called 84 Luke's. this_morning burt.they. are having a staff retieakt . ... _
day and will get back to me later.

e ———
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SAINT JOHN’S ABBEY

BOX 2015

COLLEGEVILLE, MINNESOTA 56321-2015

T0:
FROM:

DATE:;

available,

OF THE ABROT

Fathar Fran HRoefgen, 0.5.B.
Ibbot Timothy Kelly, 0.8.B.
Evaluation

Cuteber 8, 1995

PHONE 612 369-2544 PAX 612 363-3DBL
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15 April 1996

Steve Montana, PRD
Director of Clinical Services
2420 Brooks Drive

Suitdend, Maryland 20

Dear Steye,

I dm writing to you at the request of Abbot Timothy to repori what steps have heen taken as
a result of my evaluation at Saint Luke’s in November 1995.. -

In early February I spoke with Margretta Dwyer, R.S. M., M.A. af the University of Minnesota
Program of Human Sexuality. With the approval of Abbot Timothy and the staff in the
Program of Human Sexuality, I had my intake interview 12 February and began the Sex

Offender Treatment Piogram on 14 February 1996.

The aspects of the program that I kave already participated in include the following:
Dingnostic Interview
Individuel/Family Psychotherapy Sessions with Primary Therapist
Phallometric Assessment .
Six-Member Support Team Established
Attended Large Group Presentation with Support Person
Weekly Phone contact with Group Members
Meeting with Group Membsr apart from Group
Read. list of major secrets in Group and received feedback
Began writing Ristory
Role-played offending in Group
Weekly Group Psychotherapy with Thempzsts & Simon
Delivered Physical Report from St Luke’s
Discussed Offendinig Cycle in Group
Have plans to attend Sexual Reassessment Seminar
..Attached. a list of Goals for Sex Offender m
Completed weekly group assighments

ia

An aspect of the is to develop a maintenance plan as a prevenlative
measure  any

If you need any further information please let me know. I apologize for not getting back io
You sooner, I was not aware that there had not been further conloct with you forin the
University of Minnesofa. A copy of the letter has been given to Abbot Timothy.

Sincerely,

Francis Hoefgen, OSB
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SAINT JOHN'S ABEBEY

December 12, 1996

Dear Abbot Timothy,

Happy Feast Day! I know yon have been very busy so I decided to take this
apportunity to update you on a few things and to share some reflections as well,

At this point in my journey 1 have completed the first phase of my work at the
Duiversity of Minnesota and now meet monthly with # follow-up greap, The
experience has been very helpful for me personally and I appreciate all they did for
we. But I also admit that I worked very hard as well and have come to a deeper
understanding of myself ang for that I am very thankful. I also wantto Thank Yeu

for your support and prayers,

This has been an exciting autumo for me professionally as well, I greatly enjoyed
giving u presched retreat to the Frapciscan Sisters of Perpetual Adoration in
LaCrosse in October. In fact it went so well that Jast week they invited me back in
March of 1998, For the third time I will also be en the refreat team doing directed
retreats at the Villa Maria in Frontenac this Spring, I always enjoyed by visits there
as confessor and it has hlossomed as well, A few years ago X gave their Advent
retreat to their community. They have been a marvelons support for my venturing

in retreat work as well,

Sister Ephirem calied me last week to give the preached retreat at Saint Raphael’s
Convent in Sepiember of *97, she requested that 1 give the similar retreat that I gave
at Saint Scholastica Convent in October of ‘94, 1 fee] honored to hrave been asked.
Lastly the School Sisters of Notre Dame asked that T give ooe of their preached
retreats at King’s House in Buffalo the Tivst week of July ‘97. This bas beea a
marvelous blegsing for me and have talked at length with Sister Jeremy about this as

~ wellmid she has beetrvery supportive and encouraging (or me.-

The difficult ppint in my life at this time is the slowly weakening condition of my
Mom:She-isno-longer-able Hewhile-at-the-same-time-Lsee-her-walking-to-hier
heavenly home in anticipation of Dad meeting her. Our time is extremely blessed
sud am grateful for all the support I have on the journey as well, This will be the
first Christmas jn 16 years that slie will not be going home to visit family. Hence the
cuning holidays are bitisrsiveet for me.

Will close for now and I offer my prayers of support for yon as well. Thanks for
yaur long hours of service to our community, way God Bless you with strength for

the journey.

FAY,

’

MINNESOTA 56321-2015
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From:

en,

Sent: esd 30, 16467 10:20 AM
To: Kelly, Timothy
Bubjest: FW: Deep thanks
lth you? Basldes her kind note she has writton end pledped $1200 1o pur guest
by me.
Fran
From: ‘e ..
Sant: 24,1997 437 PM
Tar & ‘
Bt
Bubject; \Jeap liranks
I do & iot of volunteer work in my chureh and scommunity and ! don't often
to "racelve”. Itis cerlainly true
recelve bul how like aur Lord ta use
the
s,
of being
‘given  with | wiil be
in te of fiving; whan
kis @k unto the how fike
te take a ol itihrough
Page 1
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Tim

To: Hoefgen, Francis
Subjact: RE: June Guest Master
Father Fran: ]
‘ ommunlty go you. This will be i for yau and
thro and knowth U Wil be missed. ki summer
arra
alM
1046 10:08 AM
p
As we Istof
whille al Blk
up
the surnmer.
) next with y direc re C r of a
It thep and to d. re € be 1 ve
and {a take In this
me and
new far
time
thig
£an me
Shalom,
Fran

|320} 3632504
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Fr. Ray

Father Raymond Hocfgen
hat begun his ministry as
pastor at Precious Bload
Parish in Stepheason and as
canonical pastor and gacen-
mental minister 1o St. Bruno
Farish, Nadeav,

Father Hotfgen, a oalive
of the Birgh Creek area, has
served pacishes in several
communitles jucludiog
Rapid River, Perroaville,

n to minister at area chn

Munising, Kings t
Ste. Marie, .
Rockland, Greenland,
Newberry, Vulcan, St

Ignace, Mackinac Island and
Moran. A priest for 34
years, he nlto served eight
years as a chaplain at the
state hospinl I Newbery,
wwo years as a prison chap-
lain and did missjonary
work {n Panama.

Three athets In his family
are inv the reli
life of rch, be
His oldest brother, Brather
William, is a Salvatorian in
California and his youngest

brothet,” Father Fran, ig a
Bepedictine at St John's
Abbey, Collegevilte, Mn.
Hie mother, widowed carly,
enised het 12 children and
then entered » convent when
she was 71 years old She is
oow 91 years old and lves
in St. Cloud Mn. "I call her
Sister Ebva,” Father Hoelgen
said, "and she calls me
Father Ray!®
Father Hoelgeh, who cami
St
sh in
Rapid River, said that he is
"very happy and hwmored to
be here.”

€s

FATHER RAYMOND
HOEFGEN
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In full refreat at 3t. Joha's Abbey

B

startiitione. com

Helsted tems
1 2]

lof 7

hitp//webserv].startribune.com/cg...g=STTR19&datc=19-Oct-97&word=Abbey

B

Publishod Sunday, October 19, 1997

In full retreat at St. John's Abbey

Chris Welsch / Star Tribusie
1, s ago a Christian ascetic named
ct an or s.
s ab the monks
the
Am thison  All guest pres
tob Christ,  he himse say:
and you welcomed me.”
gray
s

still in force; the welcome was as he wrote it.

0ok

n Get
settled in. I'll bring you to noon prayer."
Seekers
In coming to St. John's, I was doing as pilgrims
h eds
b fth the

mon a the [
one to or Rev. Francis Hosefgen

Test.

centers open to visitors,

Most of them -~ St. John's included -- charge a nominal fee for room

and board that is well below what a chain motel costs. But unlike a
that

ol me al
y, am

As close as St. John's is to the Twin Cities, it was foreign territory.
I'm not Catholic, and while I've visited dozens of Buddhist and Hindu

1025/97 5:21 PM
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In full retreat at St. John's Abbey

2of7

hitp://webservl.startribune.com/cg...g=STTR19&date=19-Oct-97&word=Abbey

monasteries in Asia, I had never been in a Christian one in America.

But what brought me to St. John's was the same thing that piqued my
est  utthe inA ol e ave
an  encel who m 1 and

sexual relationships to dedicate themselves to thinking about the

world, the divine and their relationships with both.

Prayer

1961.

le

A few monks were alteady seated. Others came down the center aisle.
ome old. Some wote jeans-and
ts and ties. The y white, bit there
were biack and Asian monks, too. Also in our number were women,
children and farmers in seed caps -- the daily prayers are open to &ll.

The muted sounds of shuffling feetand books being opened filled the
air, Then, silence as the service began, The three daily prayers are
centered on the Psalms, which are read at each service.

There was no sermon, just our voices in call and response, punctuated
by long silences between each hymn or Psalm.

you
€
c
can we sing the songs of the Lord/while in a foreign land?"
the £ca h seemed so
len [ s out of our
It
d

Soul tourists

After the prayer, Hoefgen joined me in the guest dining room for
lanch.

10/25/97 5:21 PM
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In full retreat at 8t, John's Abbey

3of7

http://webserv1 stariribunc,com/cg...e=STTR19&date=19-Oct-97&word=Abbey

words carefully. When he listened, he focused intently.

1 asked if he had any suggestions about how I should spend my time:
What does one do on retreat?

P or
E and
q
“S P d € ho I they get
he d. n s for
"T esth kin the
w . See
something does."”
St
‘T alw ey found out about us," he said,
"but I 10 say.
to a
54 .

read about it in Glamour in‘agazine.'
e
all.

We both laughed. Fifteen hundred years after Benedict set down his
rule, he's trendy.

The narrow path

ords, I than ught, a
up fal pm.  notw

si d

2
unadorned beds. It was the size of a dorm or small motel room.
Grani end upa
north the glas
exposed at first.

10/25/97 5:21 PM
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In full retreat of St. John's Abbey

4of7

http://webserv] startribune.com/cg, . g=STTR19&date=19-Oct-97& word=Abbey

mysteries.

This wall of glass let the whole community into my room. One side
of the view was dominated by the entrance to the Great Hall - St.
John's old cathedral, On the other rose the massive concréte banner
that fronts the new cathedral. Students and monks walked by on their
way to classes or work.

In the giest dining room, I ate Grape Nuts and a banana by myself
na ata 1 .as he told a story
the and g a ditch.

1 went back to my room, put on some boots and headed inte the
woods that surround the abbey. Light fog had descended.

ed i e road to the S Gate,
on : e Ipassed thro it

onto an empty, quiet footpath.

The thick forest is made up of many varjeties of hardwoods ~ oaks,
basswood, ash, maple -- along with several stands of pine planted by

leaves in various shades of brown and gold.

It was cool but not cold. The trees without leaves became other things
entirely. Hands, legs, twisted bodies. A knot in a birch tree stared
back at me like a wise eye.

It was an aimless walk, aiid I didn't see another soul, but my
conversations with myself followed the steady falling of my feet, oné

after another.

the fog -- to provide direction.
Work and pray

As I gotto know St

p
o
more and rnore lke a connection to a where [

was welcome,

off the news before bed, there are constant diversions,

Itto s - em
- di I e It
n-- &
-to ate it,
10725797 5:21 PM
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In full retreat at St. John's Abbey http:/fwebserv].startribune.com/cg,...g=STTR 194 date=19-Oct-97&word=Abbey

1o be grateful for it.

€o0p a [ learned about St. Benedict,
eis J .

As much as i3 possible, the monks live according 1o
is
0 a epi rder

0 e da tly
"The Rule."

While some of the harsher dictates have been modified (monks can

meals.
Walk."
e ¢ ingthe
0 g "Itis,of
Seribes
50 ns
be at

The director of the library, the Rev. Eric Hollas, said that in the early

It's part of the co ed Ilas said, g
to save the labor in those br
do now
Im and
10/25/97 5:21 PM

50f7
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In full retreat at St. John's Abbey hitp://webserv].startribune.com/cg...g=STTR 1 9&date=15-Oct-97&word=Abbey

CD-ROM.

"Our goal was to make sure that if there's another cataclysm like
World War II, there'd be a place these writings could survive," Hollas

said.
Pottery

Another place io see the ethic of St. John's at work is in the pottery
studio, where Richard Bresnghan -~ who is not a monk, but a sort of
artist-in-residence - crafts museum-quality ceramics.

He sees his studio, tucked into a ground-level brick buildiang on the

10
ap
While d
how hi
ngr
the

He doesn't hide his contempt for industriaily processed clay and
de aswa duct soulless

no to the will the
pot. n

In

how can you have any regard for yourself or anyone else?"

the abbey,

‘When he asked the monastery to fund the harvest of a 300-year
supply of good-quality clay from an abandoned roadway, it agreed.

all
g
Souvenir of solitude
On my last the I visited last
time, 1 his bas ffice. Th

framed photographs that he'd taken in places as close as the woods
near the abbey and as far away as the Holy Land.

6of 7 10/25/97 5:21 PM

OSB HOEFGEN_00210



In full retreat at St. John's Abbey

70f7

g8m

Hemg

[ih] Kt

http://webservl. startribune, com/cg...s=STTR19&date=19-Oct-97&word=Abbey

I'told hi sil d
solitude da |
said I'd probably be back.

He ag ck of ge m the frenzy of secular
life to the mon

"People are forced to rely on their own resources. That's often hard.

"A ze if'we rtab esin
so0) w  rthat are e
with us, either.” .

I asked him what kind of responses he normally gets from people on
retreat for the first time.

ed. "The g take them
is provide whe open

© Copyright 1997 Star Tribune. All rights raserved.

10/25/97 521 PM
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Page 22/Sains Cloud Visitor/May 21,1998

FATHER NORDICK

BROTHER

Priest &

FATHER WOLF

BROTHER PATRICK

ligious Jubilees

BROTHER MICHAEL

FATHER HOEFGEN

FATHER THIMMESH

FATHER KWATERA

ght St John’s monks will note anniversaries of profession

COLLEGEVIL1E — Eighl Benudic-

Kent
5 N
v St. John's print shop, 198846

. 959
- €5,
M 166

» Studied for priesthood, 1974.78;

where he makes crucifixes and canes
for golden jubilarians

LL1d
Father George Wolf
Dirthplace: Rockville

Assignments

Diocese of Nassau, supervising the

50-yea
Brother
Birthplace: Menasha, Wis.

hop -
, 19
iom, 4

* San Asntonio Abad Monastery and
School, Humacao, Puerto Rico, 1972-74

* Sécurity officer, St. John's Univer-
sity, 1975:80

* Director, Life Safety Services, St.

John's, 1980-92

« Sinee retirement in 1592, he serves
as a driver for residents of the abbey’s
henlth and retirement center

. L1 3
Father Hilary Thimmesh
RBirthplace: Osakis
Assignments;

t ¢ dean, St, John’s

s Academic dean, St: John's Uriver-

Ahbey, Lacey, Wash., 1978-80
. 5 Ab -82
. . Jo versity,
1
12

Brother George Primus
Rirthplace: Melrose .
Assignments:

* Boolbinder for The Liturgical Press
of Collegeville, 1948-50

» St. John's business office, 1948-60

» Tailoring and care of dairy herd, St.
Maurs Priory, South Union, Eentuc-
ky, 1950-55

* Tailor, St Joho's Abbey, since 1956;

and e work in the abbey par-
den e orchard
whh

Brother Patrick Sullivan

of Benilde-St. Murgarel High

ol, St. Lounis Park
(113
F en
Birt \/
Assignments:
.
J
n
. St. Boniface Church,
c -84

* Associate pastor, St. Boniface Chureh
and then &t Flizabeth Ann Seton
Chutch, Hastings, Minn., 1984-32

058 monks, cont. on page 23
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Sunday, Feb, 21, 1999 &

so dsits efor t 8dec s

Crowd Of mare than &V}l‘lﬂg other arti-  Sweet Volce) and ¢thers I.Shal he was
. o Ditanicare ondis  w tar
: 80,000 gathers for . were
N N piped into the crowd while it who, at
historic momeat wited for the tbreebell whistle
ST. FAIR, {AP}—The voice of
the Timuic, slended for almost 7

floor was sounded twrice Satur-

srowd
of prayer hefore it was
. . AP PHOTO
abour owo minures dpart
shortlyaiter 4 p. well passen- ST, Paul Mayor Norm Cole-
The fre¢ gers. man aer at
mony was “The nuotations and the art- Satunday's ceremany,

J

0SB HOEFGEN 00213



John

From:

Sent: Sunday, February 17, 2002 1:00 PM
To: Klassen, John

Subject; new horizons...

Dear Abbot John,

'm able to see a bit more clearly after visit and wouid like to share 10 core insights with you in oxder 1t find some
peace. | recognize her willing participation in what happened to her here, yet I'm also aware of how vuinerable she wes.
However, i is the point where this impinges on me that | want to address here, |'ve been touching her pain in order to

[ ith
move forward with my own as well.
Jtho 18 fus experienced a similar kind of wound... that is of going to
s enls Ch r hef sit ionwhe te s,
the nin ra rthanb a alnfut
enc goe really hard to trust the CThurch after that, and this makes [t
very diffic a fo itsell, s I . 'mbe | to
touch this it st 1. lam il is that n , and
us| all
nt.

10 it

was that | actually experienced.
to read and write some of what | came here ipaking for. In
ithin the SOT that t was caught in. My theology is one that
¢ a path beyond the argument that s life giving, Because |

5
trlad

giving of myseif and getting only silence and negative

stream of negative criticism about my emotional state,

Then when  feli, 1 lost all hope. | knew that she had been
reacling to this academic double speak by refusing to work on her own research project... then it got so much worse, |
really felt be ter, and thi & ontop rything

Can you clearly now It was th pulling wn? It was a matter of being vuin , first of all,
But now I'm not so vulnerable, 1'm not sure how | got back on the path, bud I'm traveling down it again and with a most
wonderful visian, Maybe now | cart work on reestablishing some positive relatlonships with the SOT. ) don't need much,
just the freednm to continiie my studles and to complete them. Thanks to my job In the retirement center | can pay for
the extras classes...and | give of my labor there most giadly. [ guess | just wanted to wrile you so that | can challenge
myself to keep going down this path... and to face ihe pain that had stopped me previously.

! wauld hope, though, that the SOT could recognize what they 1o me, m how to be
sensilive 10 the needs of individual students and to try not 1aket  ownp “live” in the of their
students by presenting them in class as unrivaled “tuth”. Such victories are cheap and go nowhere. They are like hungry
hugs ina dark hall. These poor students don't know enough 1o take on the whole of the argument, so they end up saying
violeni things without realizing what they are doing. Yes, there is a kind of rape here, te use some very strong words. it
is indeed the Truth that we are studying, but more so, it is our path o the future. it is what we are going to put our hope
in. H's nol too hasd to figure ot efter awhile if it really doesn’{ lead to a healthy space. To teach theology o such

students is a huge rasponsibility.

or
ivi
if
opportunity to find @ way for theologians ta come together and help build a common, healing 'school of the Lord's
fro e e

| to |

] to t
would adtomalically be ‘anti-rich’. God knows the heart; 50 there is nothing sutomatic here.  I{'s just that eveéryane néeds
10 be at the table in order for the fuliness of the truth to become visible, My theology reaches for this fidiness with the

OSB HOEFGEN 00214



help of same really good new theologians who happen to be Hispanic
helping me find this path. Thet’s enough for one letter,
Peace and continued prayer,

-—-Original Massage----

: Kl
i st 21, 2001 3:16 PM
To: ,
Subject: Some questions...
Hello
o p S you have na

p . beck from onl
death and funeral, and you know the list goes an.

to taik
manF

our
Let

s
k

I do
Thu

. And | want 1o thank you, Clsco and Gad for

d 1l haven fe

backlog o he 's
we , | am gone all day
u. John

0SB HOEFGEN_00215



From:

Sent: wednesday, February 20, 2002 10:58 AM
Ta: Klassen, John

Subject: update

Dear Abbaot John,

Thinas nave shifted substantially since ! wrole you Sunday. I'm back in 2 seriously vutnerable positian, or potentially
£0. informed me that either or and ¢ (or both) were planning on inslstina that one of them be on my
comps  rtu. 13 ar, but merely al giv
fivepe  tha Id be on my boa fill red ions...

This ence that ejther ior  be on the board goes against
pro . their *non-moral théologian” on the board, bul the problem rests
on the d o an y particu  case.

ih the rtothe  sident ce, ngonlyt the previous promise made to me be honored. )
have absolutely no deslre 10 confront either ar  with any formal charges, despite her having breeched

to an without a my ¢

atter ed with rt upon
me that my thaology was *idolatrous™. | wish onty to quietly complete my degree with faculty who are more neutral and
catlaborative. At this point, Iif | am forced to hdve either or ol my board, | would want to have & lawyer

present, or at least someone independent of thelr adminstrative sphere and knowledgeable of ihe theological details who

could protect me from further abuse.
| understand that these sorts of problems ought to be brought to the President’s attention. So that is what | have

done. However, | told the secretary that Bro. Dietrich might want {o consult with you as well. As always, | trust yot: to
know what is best, and don't wish to mention to anyone else undet you any of the detalis that | have shaned with you over

the last year if it is not absolutely necessary.
1 just thought you'd like to know how | arn addressing this Jatest problem so that you and Bro. Dietrich can dea) with it

in an orderly manner.
Peace and lots of prayer,

~~--Original Message--~-

From:: Klassen, John

Sent: Tuesday, August 21, 2001 3;16 PM
To:

Subject: Some questions...

Hello -

over the past weeks you have written @ number of e-mail messages 1o me and | have not been able to respond
promptly. Coming back from vacation | was immediately confronted with the beckiog of work, Father Athanase's

death and funeral, and you know the list poes on.

t do think we should meet to talk about our plens for the fiture, Tomorrow is pretly well gone, | am gone all day
Thursday, but tfiere is room on Friday. Let me know if something here works for you. Abbot John

OSB HOEFGEN 00216



JRDAY
35,2002

62
47

CAST, 68

MING
{DAY

sus data
neay's
-2t Press

MINNEEQTA'S FIRS'T KEWSPAFER

Treatinent, but
no charges,
eane after a

St Cloud-area

priest admitted: &Y a BRWMAN
. & ‘Presye
to sey withs
a leev-ager.
And then he

Stearms County Atloruey’s Olfice
returned Lo djd nut prosecute the Cetholic

I oriest
m‘.msl'_ry Hoefgen, 51, iz one of 18 manks

testrictione
Coliggeville
or Admnis-
Hoelsen is

sation-

answer ks
WS Daver

NEVER

5-25-C2

Somerse!l, Wis,

WASHIRGTGN QUWTY THITION » 23 C

“RELATED $TORI

the re dalis
t Frem e
or. s to come lorward
of
ButinHeoel  -.°%
n Mitwakez Archbishoo
and plans a
Page 10A
8A
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N charged inday: Bur in the 18808, somecns or loving someone,”
CVEr they sgree, mithyriiies would the vichhn rectrnked o @ 1583
hava Meen reluclant tu pruse- de - .
prose h. vt Tl he
g
0
Jaoncinezed) ar
n
Stun ia hand — less than a -
after the sexua incldents hiy
A — Histing reasong fur pot prose- it was ali me,
fh' ohe who was 2 bad
te
n had complefed (realment.
tommen the remo
and I there |5 a
tsro-year gap between the date cburs
iz office received the case and Laike {nstLuLe in

when the icemowas srilten
Thd vicdm, now a d5-year-ald
Minneapolis resident who did

Two ertminul aw nd pban said in an Cold  Spring
iew B slory Iat this that Le
eo bine later woouered why Lo fetion
Ihnitations hnd expired

“A REALLY GREAT GUY”

ted
wa
the =» siniler
priest thal he worried that he

was pay.
“He said hal that was OK
because Go:l conldn't hate

0SB HOEFGEN_00218



WWW.TWINCITIES.COM

whut tad come vy him, Le
sald he was trying to reach out
Lo Lhe troubled teen, sccording
1o courf recordn.

In ap intervicw earier this

i March
courl
firmed in
weelr.
ghout it

aile to fnswer any eharges.

Those cliBrges never came,
‘When he was ¢ in the

clvil syilt, Konz sold-ak the time

of his inveslgation s was cop-

cerned shoul the bopact on the

evmrnunity.
“Theye’s so paany small peo-
in a sngl) ke this,

maybe he had it
butl that wasw't the way
were handled in those days
My concern was what 5t wonld
do fo the fith tonpunity, I
knew thot 1 had o Job to do sod I

® S, PAUL PICNEER PRESS

thpk my statements aod my

paperwork ang tirned it ovar Lo

the ceunty atloyney and Thn

gonig o bring e eharges

agninal the guy, bud ! wouin
er not’ it U know
tié ne el

"COVER YOUR BUTT
MEMOD"

whie:dg sitl)

didnt
tho case I8

Hepl's

wroke
cnge il the

duat 1

Victm )
or physleally — ong or
the clreumstances under which

MEVER PROSROUTEN; 4A

ST. PAUL PIONEZR PRRESE

Never
prosecuted

feoninned from Page 54)

a el could b with
@ al seionl The
nwemo dld pok addiess whether

for nls further cootact with

meme wae

Son-

who

law

a “covey your

und JJoseph

oninld nive
third: or
crimipal  sexual

staliites per-

taln ta who ate ina
or lave a

with 17

Daly

agreed
cherge’
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SATURDAY MAY A

FROM PAGE 8A

siclt & cose today, Dub Chat
might nat heve been the case In
lhe 1980s. T would have been &

dec eyen sIx monthis

ons said, hoRire the
natlonwide piahikily ahont sex-
ual abuse by piesls and other

clergy.
an Wi
8 t reh offi
) [+} dl
[T [ st
U SErous ,
Has donid

R U

“SILENCE MAKES IT

S Hoe wa
ed, the m had
oplion remalnlag: & evi] suft,
The victim had been lrou.
ail hefore he met Hoefgen; He
had attempted suivide und
fought with bis parents. Mowey-
ey, bacause of the pirlest abuse,
the pluintifl &akl I court
records he had sulered from
alceholism; drug  use
tlepression,
"I pever had a sell-worth at
all after this happened,” the vie-

iim loW lawyers when he wos
deposed M 1999. "7 fuat ed
that | was dlaposable, b Iy
No one really coren about me.”

Through  counselmg,  he
taleed hix stroggies fo Lhe abuse
and Bled 3 ¢lvil suit,

‘The victim said 1h an inter-
vitw this week Lhat he fled the
quit because "1 need to have
some control back, find 9 way to
say, 'No, L wem't my [ault’
While the suit procecdad, the
abbey pald for his counse
he gald, Skudinrek confic
the abbay's arrangemant

Whan the shit wan  disie
missed, the vietm said be eried
for two daya snd felk Wle he was
helng lold thal the abuse war
his fault,

vieitm sald hig life
ha . He has held the
sume job as a woller al a Mine
neapolis  eegtarant Tor oy
| fiencg and sinvi

: conndence.
He said ha teles to think of

lhal’s 5
gie given e current
about priests. The vi
sald he agreed to en Interview
after a oo-worker l0ld  him
"sllence makes It happen
ag
viglim srid he =Ui sud
fers {rom depreszion every sum-

imer — the thne of e
nhuse Look place, Ti¢ onif-
e he'
e n

n. ng
to turp: tive channtl,  Aod the
question Hingers In hils mind:

Could 1 have preventesl the
abuse?

“Tm définitely on the right
fragle he soid "Thel wng 20
{om's agn avt [ 84U nffoels m.
I's one of these things wheve
every eallze
dsth @ How
will yon getover (f {oday?”

Amy Shermun, wha coners
Dnkotu Conniy prblic safefrys onef
frwerniment, e ba reachad o
GShernun@RioneeTPress.com oy
(R57) 228-2074,
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SAINT JOHN'S ABBEY

HOX 2015
COLLEGEVILLE, MINNESOTA 56321-2015

QFFICE QF THE ABBOT

June 12, 2002

Father Fran Hoefgen, 0SB
Saint John’s Abbey

Dear Father Fran:

T kenow that thie hag beon a very dif§icult and challenging tirse fof you and for e whele
commuity.

Recause Saint John’s is a very beautiful place with great faciliies, we attract und bave
developed oulstanding programming for young people each summer. Thus, thousands of
Xjds and tecnagers come Lo our campus each summer, Because of 2] the negative
publicity that we have feceived this apring, leaders of these varipus programs contacted
m 6 directly to 88 fa ¢ you volved in
th s y the Lead p at. haol, eology
and Ministty (YTM), National Catholic Youth Choir (NCYC), and AmencaPest 2002,
So Imade some ptomises to these proups, such as the following:

It 15 the po wnitment bey 1o proteci and
vilnerable ahuse by onastic commy it does
re on fns ise er
nda n are 2 ¢h I 4
e 1
o
e g

of the aliegarions thar were made agatist them,

sexual harassment, or inappropriate behavior, will the following restticrions placed
on them during the time that 1he Nationaf Catholic Youth Choir (or AmericaFest or YIM
or Leadership Camps) is on campus. They will not be allowed t practices or
perfortiences by the chotr. They will not be allowed in the dining spaces, classioom
spaces, or the living areas that the chorissersuse, As a community we are looking
farward to this third year of the National Catholic Youth Choir,(or AmericaFest.. .} 10 the
wonderful growth and positive energy that is already pare of its tradition.

PHQNE 320 384-2544  FAX 320 363-2082
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T am sony to have to write Ihis to you and make this request. However, no maiter how 1
have tried lo comimunicate how abuse occurs, that it is not random, that you are not a
sexual predator, that ¥ou are in recavery and acting with the highest inlegrity, this does
not fit the media’s template and goes right oul the window,

Furthermase, travel has been a hugs concem on the part of the media in relationship to
i
L

attend to those issues that are most alarming to the public.

We wil] gar through this together and in a way that is consistent with the Gospel and the
Rule.

Biessings and peace,

Abbot Johu Klassen, OSB

e e A ————~ i i
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Yuly 22002
Right Reverend Abbot John Klassen
Saint John’s Abbey
Box 2000
Collegeville, MN 563212000

Dear Right Reverend Abbot:

=

Abbey is providing bome and shelter to acknowledged sexual abusers.

As the recipient of Br. Dietrich Reinhart's statement letter of May 13, 2002, whexeby he
references your prosctive role in reviewing past allegations and instances of sexual abuse
and your desire to work 1o resolation and healing, I foel compelled to respond
because of the er article,"Priest Never Prosecuted,” in the May 25, 2002 Plonger
Press concerning ths Rev, Francis Hioefgen. I have enclosed the article.

Twould Iike to quote the following from the article. it states ...,
The 17-yesr-told told then police chief Vincent Konz and a sheriff’s deputy that
Hoefgen tovice fondled him and performed oral sex on him in 1983, according to

the court record. When 1 gave him absolution after the first incident, he
EO at it he did
not cords.

st,
The article continues stating that...,
Houfgen was plven anolber parish post afier receiving eatment bocause St

Luke's detcrmined that he had no serious chropic problems,

“Fran's ministry at Hastings was very much appreciated by the people there as it
was in Cold Spring,” Skudlarck said. “This was one isolated incident. He went
into treatment. He received an excellent evalvation from St. Luke's. He has done

o verywell L - _ - --
What shocks tné s the glaring fact that it appears that Rev. Hoefgen was the confessor

for the_victim, giving “_‘§£“_3.’

understaniling that according to Church Law, a priest who is complicit in-the sin;is
antomatically excommunicated if he hears the confession of and absolves the sinner with
whom he hgs sinned. Furtharrnore, only the Vatican can restore him to his priesthood.

If, in fact, all is as has been stated above,
Ifhe

is snying mass snd involved in performing otber s , he continmes to blaspheme
the Lord Jesus Christ and woe to all who have perpetraled this nightmare. It also would
geern, given William Skudlarek’s statements as official spokespersan for the Abbey, that
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Skudlaredk is not st all awere or concemed about this serious, gravely serious issue, Ifhe
is aware, then it wonld appear ke is bot being truthful in his statements to the media.

The tragedy and horror of this young man, who it appeats has now embraced a life of
mortal sin and cut himself off from the very Church and sacraments that could restore
him to a prace-filled life, must pierce the very heart of heaven, No wonder there is no
peace for this ohild of God. Justice has not been served. God in his mercy has chosen to
allow this offense to be exposed so the work of justios can begin—hopefully in the life of

the priest and in this young man,

May God bless you with wisdom in your painful task of resolution and as God’s
instrument of justice,

Sincearely,
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Skudlarek, William

From:
Sent: Salurday, August 03, 2002 9:34 AM

To: Klassen, John
Subject: more stuif is happening

Dear Abbot John,
I'm strugqling with some serious problems. , . . has agreed that the President needs to hear my case, so I'm

it g,inasi | letter. This has be painful process for me, but ' getling it down. The case with
fe with the es, though. itisso  rle . For the tim my trip
to Notre Dame cut into the spring term because of her baing g dep { of Jan . That:
was. when me ( ally) for not making adequate progress. The message was not
but to a CS sister {not 1 diree  who had heen nosing around looking for something negative
about me to keep me from establishing myseif in her community. - aclions in discussing my case with her were
ilegal, besides she didn't have any idea what was going on. | returned o St, John's a very alienated person.

But th som than me gges ha n the
gama hou -a-ha ation ed me of ‘an theo Hispanic lying
tg him that I had come with peaceful intent. t left his office a broken person. is urging me now hot e sel foot in
either person’s office, But there’s more... and more... and more, The pattein is that the 8QT promises me things (in
writing or orally) then back out. Just this summer | had & professor who agreed to work with mé on one of my two final

" thal | need ad me that it was in his todosoevanifld t from
ned up for hi 53 y. 1tokd the first day of class erwastheonlyrea | his
class. He knew how important it was to me. Then the second to last day of clasg he announced thal he didn't have fo
d e it hge ngto he onsth of 1
e ) a | s en! edfo n, he By
hadn't ¢ tract’  ears and didn'f kno it to ] {gftih
behing. onet ad that paper now, &, ere | been with
the system' one more time.
in mps
is
at | could turp that paper in that | was working on this summer
, furlh pt
it an the pa 1%} by \ a
g 1 realize er deint  anef
The paper Is now lotally ditferent from the one | urned in to
h inadequate of it. That would only-give him more opportunity ic discredit my writing ability. | had turned that

first draft in during a busy semester and never-never thought it was good shough as is.
recent letfer to me really does sound good, though. It sounds like he’s trying to help me, bul it cuts like a
knife. He is out of touch with where I am and doesn't know how much support | have from certain professors. In fact, he
sfo e
sue ht
sip tt
n hat  hyI'm .
utside me things have actually
b of y fthi . |havechan rto am
reading 2 comiplete set of new books for gomps. This promiises 1o just the right I'm dto
conlinug and fell that i will do well. : has identified me a§ a *first rate mind" and a gentle soul willing to help my
classrnates and everything. (I have this in writing). This totally conlradicts evaluatioh of me. Something is

I'di y
80 ned
i his not
that t should talk with you again. So here, | have riow written
all this by myself, but it's not working. Fr. William seemed
50 very relucta pspecially after returning my call at a moment when | was really panicked. He doesn't
know me from fraid of him actually.
I need fo go at this slowly Whal was upsetting me the most yeslerday was my realization (after re-reading two years of
long emaijls} that | have given up hopgé of writing a thesis after sa ] me ght-
honest answer as to why | am not being allowed to write ona. In- iy rne clam ha

1
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willing to work with me and was hinting again that something was wrong with me. At this point ha has a lot ta cover up. He
, it

said he had no right to tell me that (another example
Well, it goes on and on and on. It's true | don’t want to mess with a thesis at this point. I'm alot more privaie now. It's

not worth the hassle. But even the basic requirements of the degree would seem to b problematic now. Justice is not
being served here. Maybe there Is something you could do? Know that | remain loyal to the Abbey in all this,

Peace,

From: Klassen, John

Sent: Sunday, July 22, 2001 8:41 PM
To: !

Subject: RE: request for clarification

Dear

) did want to respond tn this e-mail because you sent to me, but when | read It, it seems oriented to someone else.
| have never commented about the thesis, eithar pro or con. My previcus message was aimed at helping to sort
out internal, spirllual issues from basic academic ones. As you suggest in the e-mail right below these words, at
some level these are not separate and distinct. But | want to write this to you to confirm that | don't have an
agenda driving anything In these e-malls. Abbot John

--—Opginal Message=--

From:

Sent: Monday, July 16, 2001 9:43 AM

To: Klagsen, John
Subject RE: request for darlfication
Dear Abbot John,
e alin if they were not
“ *m ly as my need for

ut the source of the wound is an imporiant component,
pping. m getting closer these days to calling is a
prejudice against my personfcultural background that needs to be identified as such. One can say and do
huriful things to another without meaning or intending it. | know there is good will here, but it is not werking out
that way.
To pinpoint one of the most painful (death desling) aspects of this deeper, hidden problem | would point to

the facully's repealed deciarations that "l don't need lo write a thésis”, 1 do. And | $3id so to them meny times.
What s in this thesis is vital to my being. It contains the very essence of my krnowledgs of theology. And as

ins rsto ndd ued 50. a pandseriousd ee. The

gra ,e0 ,my rch the hinggonmyab to
express what I'm learning. The thesis is not a sido trip Is with the way the of
currlcuium... It is about my ethnic, cultural makeup, ho through the fait Chu Ifl ot

allowed to enter into the discourse of the Church as myself, from my own parish experience, from my own

baptism, how can | participate???
5 NOW.

lot too,
) _ others.
route...to bo repentant,.. to fix what others see as wrang with me. This is not working. My thesis helps me lo
understand why: .. it is essential,
Gratefully,

-----Original Message-----

From: Klassen, John
Sent: Thursday, July 12, 2001 3:15 PM
To:

Subject:  RE: request for clarification

Hello

Just wanied to respond to you quickly to let you know thal there is no hidden message by my lack of response
2
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- | have been overwhelmed -- June was the month where my former commitments, such as the retreat in
Yankton, converged with my new responsibilities as abbot and there was no give. So | will be back to you in a
few days to say more -- Abbot John
- -Original Message --
From: -

Sent: Thursday, July 12, 2001 12:06 PM
To: Klassen, John

Subject: request for clarification

Dear Abbot John,

Greelings after a fine feast day. 1 continue to pander over this year’s developments and your current
silence, frying to understand and to find some peace so that | can move forward. But } don't understand.
It worries me that your silence might mean that you don't believe what I'm sharing with you. It was
because Fr. Luke doubted me that | have felt it necessary to talk with you. Thinking more deaply on this
dilemma of having so few witnesses, | have begun to wonder if you might also be doubting the veracity of

ab itua
on ot k
in wh an

fodoubt :account, taking your words seriously.
silence and denial, All | Had to hold enlo was a lof of contradictory information, with the more detailed
information being repeated the most often and the denials of these being later and less detailed.

My accounts of the SQT are also detailed and confirm the same basic problems cver and over again.
But scattered through time a unwitnessed by others (except perhaps what Fr.
Joh ). I'm awere that the SO sed on “information” about me between themselves
and even to others oulside. | would assume that these bear a certain inner consistency, but they also
séem to be linked with a cerlain defensivengss and to be related to certein self interests (such as when |

S an
e se ]
rta h

to deal with, bui it Is Impassible if (and when) people insist on dealing with these tensions indirectly by
Irying to discredit me on personal matters.

| continde to feel powerless, but minimally, my concern at this point is only to:know how you are
“reading” me. 1 have consistently fried to communicate as accurately as | ¢can. The issue of what might
be “done” is not mine, but | do have a need to know in what manner you are taking my accounts. If this is
something that is.difficult to communicate formally given the gravity of some of these toplcs, | would be
open to some indirect news from you. It's just that I'm finding the current situation a bit foo ambiguous to
live with. L will try to do my part to work through the tensions to a mutually acceptable end, but need to
know what it is that I'm working with.

I hope this mekes some sense to you. I'm Iate for class now, s0 need to run.
With continued prayers,

From: Klassen, John
Sent: Tuesday, April 24, 2001 6:54 PM
Ta:

Subject: RE: conversation

Hello

A brief time here before prayer and chapler meeting this evening, |s there any faculty member that you
know who you have good working relations with, that can help you sort through the issues thal you are
dealing with? They are academic, structural, and conceptual. Is there away to narrow the topic down to
an area that someone-will be able to feel comforlable as a director? What you are describing to me
sounds like an academic issue or {ssuEs, not an emational or spiritual one. You need help getting your
mind around the abjections that are being raised, at least that is whiat 1 am faking frofm what you say
below. | need to getto prayer bul thoughl this might be heipful,

----- Criginal Message--—-

From:

Sent: fhurscday, April 19, 2004 9:15 PM

To: Klassen, John

Subjact: RE: conversation

Dear Abbot John, April 19, 2001
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lo

ad

try

ev

Now that 've retumed fram has been taunting me with hints of what had been our

frien inate i )

| -with & most beautiful theologicat discovery that | had wanted lo

thesis form, but Cisco is un o commit to heiping me turn it a due to his.
.and the others al the SOT to be very much againstmye  al ach to lheology

and have totally rejecied my request to be allowed to write this thesis (cleiming that they don't have
expertise in that particular field).

| am shut down. | had a good talk with Fr. Luke before asking the others about my thesis proposal
and he said that the toplc (U.S. Hispanic theology, Wyoming and the Catholic Worker)} was nof too
political. The book (published in 2000) that it emerges from was indeed filled with scholars that he
seemed to a be attr to. | can sens rdisc a  antso to write
about my littt in this. the SOT has b toit, | ta with F bout
these problems a year and a half ago...as they were seriously affecting me emotionally...! didn't
understand what | was doing wrong...and still don't.

But all this seems so difficult to deal with now...I'm all alone with it...except for Cisco who carried
rhe through a very sad Holy Week. However, he is so il and has so much eise to pray about. | know
that he would love to mentor me on these matters if he were well, but the problems are larger than
him... and with him out of the picture, things seemn so much more difficult. Some of this is not new,

and | used to analyze the SOT for hours.. .hold all the politics and give each other hope. | have
mads Jots of progress towards a viable (less provacative) theology since then and had thought that it
would be acceptable to the SOT. But il seems that nothing has changed. | am left voiceless and
alone.

I need someone to taik to about it...all of if. it's not just an academic game for me. My faith in the
Church is caught up iri it... My life here and my future in the Church seem t¢ be less and less livable
the longer these problems go addressed. | found out just this week that | have been accepted to
continue discernment with the Ferdinand Ben'’s in Indiana...they could use my minisiry skills and my
tove of things Hispanic and rural, They are also open te me continuing to study here through next

winter,..

ag

bé

behavior. It seems as if there should be @ place there for what | study, who [ am. At this point all 'm
as

im

he

what would be best. I'm half tempted to ask Fr. Fran to help me survive the daily challenges at
least...sInce he had offerad his help last fall just before things got crazy. But maybe you have a befter

idea??? friendship helps some, but she can't follow me on the theological-politicat stuff at the
co epr mthe J did. the M er had t insightful
co (we nhav nds ov .butw re now p? I'm

expecting to get through this eventually, but all these extra issues have gotten In the way. I've lost the
path and am getting rather beat up....please help me if you can.
Peace,
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Sisters of the
Order of Saint Ben

Augusl 8, 2002
Dear Father Fran,

1t has been g litthe over a month since Abbot John informed ows community that you would no
nch y.Onb com wigh to
the dasar deci to thank ‘you
for your service to us in the past.

We youp ness of

aw S com our )
also for the many times you respanded in service 10 us for the sacraments of reconciliation and

enointing.

We nledge our continued prayer for you individually and for yotr community, as you move
forward in the healing process, whereir God provides the prace, s and courage thet will
lead to deep and lasting peace.

ce. Abbot John Klassen, OSB
Sister Edain

Saint Benadlct's Monastery”
104 Chapsl Lane, St, Joseph, MN 58374-0220
Phone (320) 383-7100, Fux (8200} 363-7130, www.ebm.asb.org
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SAINT JOHN'S ABBEY

BOX 2015
COLLEGEVILLE, MINNESOTA 56321-2075

DFRICE OF THE ABRBOT

August 26, 2002

Ms.

Dear Ms.

This i a very belated responge to your léner of Jujy 2. 1have been
overwhelmed with correspondence and other tagks related to the sexual shuse
erisis in pur Church and the situaron of our abbey. Let me respond to your
concemns as best as ] am dble.

Your ipluitiuns regarding the appropriateness of Father Fran Hoefgen

the

ae

Father Fran Hoefgen has been removed from al] priestly ministry, I am
sure that 2t the time of the interview Father William Skudlarck was speaking of
Father Fran’s minisiry, he was speaking in a context withoul taking direct

s DU TRISE, abbey we  1d
. Inhist etotheys T liam

wag not aware of the rest of the story.

As 8 monastary we will continue to work with al] those who have heen
vie ofab by -Weh f many yearsjustice can be
ser  thatf  ip tcan b '

s

Abbot John Klassen, 0SB

PHONE 320 363:2544  FAX 320 363-3082
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_ resiretlon, This Is the

Hoefgen apologizes
for actions against
Cold Spring teen ~~

By Tan
am Mmes.com

COLLEGEVILLE — One

. Abbey has issued & written
apology for his actions.
The Rev: Francis Hoef-

o of the-challenges
s0 , these men face is
the deaire to express their
apalo Tiely, bu
really & forum
that)" said the Rev. Columba
Stewart, abbey spokesman.
*This was & chance for one
of the osp
first p and

pit
2,is

Hoelgen's apolog;}l

{3 n's ey
relea aw  napology
from one af the monks on

ie'
he

my victlm and all in the
Ctirch whose falth | havé
shakin: Absslutely every
day | feel sh
and sorro

ly on me. | ca

o my God for g
and forgiveness tor me

02

When the allegations
against Hoefgern were
brought forwerd in the

n

d
tion program, Stewart said.
After com e pro-
gram, Ho reas-

signed to lead a parish in

Hastings., .
Hoefgen returned to the
allegation

Eleven monks at the
abbey are on restrittion and
two are on leave of absence,
Stewart aaid, These men are
Jimited to whiere they can.

5o, what they and
whom they en-
counter,

Each of the men has
worked hard oh his 6wn Te-
pentance und his own ther-
apy, he said,

“Almast all these guys
have acknowledged what

they did and have had coun-
seling and wo t
Stewart said. £

and for those | have
a In a
mi In and

T . oas nd i

s,
from those | served (n
parlsh minlstry, my fellow
menke, and personal
friends.

— The-Rev. Francls
Hoefgen
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like to have a friend takes time,”
writes Georgia O’Keeffe.

Gardens provide peaceful
moments for the monks of Saint
John's Abbey who take care of
flower plots on the monastery
grounds. We grow gardens in our
backyards, on balconies, Todftops
and windowsills. We continug
the tradition that God began with
the Garden of Eden {(Genesis 2).
Gardens help to nourish our
senses and deépen our connecs
tion to the earth, provided we
tale hime to see the flowers all
around us.

David Rothstein, who tends three
gardens around Greg House, a
student residence, cornments, “T
was surprised this year at'the joy I
felt in planting these gardens, help-
ing these litde sprouts take root to
delight us all through the surmmer.
A few plants were raised from
seed in my room. Seeing those
tiny heads break through the soil
was a joy that I hadn't experienced
since working in our famuly garden
as a child.”

page 18 The Abbey Bavmar Fall 2002

In these autumn days the birch and maple trees in the
monastery garden radiste wath splendor.

Jhotos by Fran Hoglyen, OSB

“Then the LORD God
planted a garden...”

(Genesis 2:8)

by Fran Hoefgen, OSB

Finian McDonald
adds that his garden
“gives me great pleas-
ure, both to watch 1t
grow, taking care of it
and to know that
other people enjoy its
changing beauty.”
Jeromeé Coller also
contributes a bit of
color to the backyard
with lus perenmial gar-
den by the buck door
of the monastery.
Alberic Culhane dili-
gently attends an array
of geraniums in the
raised garden at the
entrance to Mary Hall,

Fhsigti's
LABCHEEN §

For many monks their g

quiet places where he teri
garden on the hillside that
Lake Sagatagan,

Aclred Tegels nurfures
shop garden” that brings

deli the p in

and rking - Y 2 59 :

Zwak used to harvest stawbertics and Currently 1

horseradish m chat very spot before e tend this

passed this garden on to other monks. choice proper-
T tias over-

(Gardens do get handed on from one gen-

These delicale fal} asters
are a weicome flagh of color
in September
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These preirie cone flowers are a beautiful addition to the
garden at the abbey beach,

looks Lake Sagatagan. T also emjoy pho-
tographing individual flowers in various
gardeis so others can enjoy these “sacra-
ments of nature.”

Gregory Eibensteiner grows gourds thal
become purple martn birdhouse clusters
on the shore of our luke near the ceme-
tery. Simon-Hoa Phan and Roman Paur
have nurtured herb gardens in various
locabons.

This brave tulip in Hilary’s garden is ready to
proclaim the glory of God.

Hilary Thimmesh regularly contends
with rabbils and deer in his gardens on
tie east end of the monastery and the
“Prairie Plant Border Garden” along the
lakeshore below (e inonastery bath-
house, Becnuse his garden is just above
underground heating pipes it 18 often the
first one to hloon.

Francis Peters has helped to beautfy
our monastery grounds with quietand
tender care, His special domain 1s the
monastery garden south of the quadran-
gle. Geoffrey Fechit began working in Lhe
“Scary Mary/Fish Pond/Rock/Sunken
Garden” twenty vears ago. Abbot John

Klassen enjoys
a respite from
his work as he
tends the gar-
den across from
the entrance of
Frmmaus Hall.

Young men
spending time
at Saint Joho's
and who are
considering
joining the monastery have enjoyed
planting and weeding gardens, for exam-
ple, the “Quadrangle Inner Court
Garden” tended by Joseph Feders with
help from Zachary Wilberding, Doug
Mullin and Thomas Thole. Urban
Pieper grows beautiful liies among the

les he produces. David Manahan

maintains a rose garden at The Liturgical
Press. o

Many monks are involved in garde  §
because of Paul Schwietz, owr land mafi-
ager of happy memory who was respon-
sible for restoring our wetlands and cre-*
ating an arboretun along the entrance
road to the campus. He always encour-
aged monks to get involved m garden
plots to help beautify ow home.

Yes, gardens are a part of our
[anily history. They are sacred
places that we speak kindly about,
walk sofily through, prune and
weed gently, and tell more stories.

Fran Hoefeen, OSB, is an abbey
thotographer who has put together
awesome albums of pictures of colorful
Jlowers, trees, butierflies and other
wonders of God's world.

This corona in the Grotto Garden is an early sign of hope in spring.

The Abbey Bawmer Fail 2002 page 19
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Skudtarsek, William

From:

Sent: Wednesday, October 02, 2002 6:54 PM
To: Klassen, John
Subject: first response
Dear Abbot John,

| om ly ay's
and you io I not

0se assoclated with problems, and with
me wiite s). | ly

when he ypa
| cani deny thet he gently and confidently returned beck 10
k of him as the cause of another’s pain. If this was done, 1
and how well he dig It. | would be willing to stand before any

court of law and testify on his behalf. 1jus{ warited you to khow this part of my stary for his sake.
Peace,
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Willi

Fram:

Sent: Sunday, October 06, 2002 3:39 PM
To: Klassen, John

Subject: as concerns my motives

Dear Abbot John,

towards her. This entails many things, the first being a clarification of what my role has been, paying attention to what
parts of it continue to linger... keeping my life tiad to hers. The main worry that conlinues to haunt me is that she tends to
pull In people like myself when she crashes. | feel that she might crash this same way again and reopen ali {hese.same
wounds, fepealing past behavlor when she loaded on my shoulders the whole of her initial encounters with F. At that time
I walked her through some malor suicidal depressions, sought out legal advice for her, found her housing and connected
her with a support nelwork in - Since then, | have kept in touch with her, seriding her news from her 2nd bringing
her the books | stored for her. Even now | continue to listen to her story as it unfolds, not convinced at all thal she Is

beyond the a.

But | can ep doing this! Recently | went to in order to leave & final testament of how | saw her case at this
n th
of

for a fact It would have helped me to deal with the case
ng of was going on. gard
to P’s state of mind/heart kepl me emotionally tom up since | didn' w what my role
engaging in consensual acts, that would have been her problem and her responsibility; but in situations where abuse is
oceurring and the victim is emollonally or psychologically impaired, 1he role of the victim's close friends changes
considerably.

To though, the ryc siluation b a yshil as  whole of
sexua come.unde sch ic.scrutiny. & stand sd ingres ibility
probabiy “cu . ifelia eof F e
in fedr of do ince see t o

aven began 1o inquire about her case,
All this took a severe lall on my mental health. I'm already in the midst of a very difficult situation in the SOT where my

most basic righls had been violated and the Dean's office was conlinuing ta lay the full blame on me rather than to
investigate my charges. The biggest threat against me now is ihat I will be forced to leave school in May. However, for
yeais now | had even worse fears-worrled almost daily thal they had the power to expel me on @ moment's riotice (and that
there was no ane 1o take my side). The President's Office had completely ignored my cries for heip since darly last spring
when | first want to them. Most récently | have baen denied access even fo an-campus counseling as they complamed
50 guna tor p fromce  “p

vulne  le. u that you Id as
possible”... s0 a8 to not have to deal with the rest of what | know about her case. But again, my questions come out of this
lingering sense of responsibility, which continues to build the mare | hear you ail talking about your new policies and about
the nature nf sexual abuse In general.. The mare these developmenis move farward, the more i realize that 1 didn’t totally

t

about F's former abuse case, | don't wish 1o hold that against him or you, but rather to show just how much turmoil | had
been experiencing back then... Not kinowing who he was made things much harder to figure out.
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The whole problem cut 2 deep hole in my life (due to my previous vulnerability in relation {o the harassment coming
from the SOT which intensified at this same time). I'm hurting tremendously still from having to keep this all so sacret, and

I need some help to recover my balance, Since problems began I've felt it necessary to withdraw from life in the littie
my ong support of  not come into the view of the others. People here

community i
don't know who t am thi lveryst  e. | want to reenter life here and find that it is necessary to tell
of
no
ife
ve
co s this social onina b My
be eople know is kind tr Id ha to them If they asso too .
P of all sorts hav ste my life for a while now. My ienc onals echoes
this. denied access ess riests who didn't want to hear about one of their own; | lost my
al di was a monk, now |'ve b ed a from ng of th I'm holding.
is a 'mbeingbu  along wit t And that ab esh publicly

remaining projects.
| am now asking the Provost to be
what | for each
realize
and to “kick bult” in arder 1o finlsks, But the reédl sloryis tRis...
and need to have
untangled so thal | can move Does this make to ask me questions about this

if you wish anything to be further clarified.
1 will be leaving for a trip on this Tuesday mid-morming returning on Salurday the 12, I'd be open to talking with you

before or after that if that would help. I'm a bit nerveus about you all having a meeting about me and me not being invited.
Is this pruper??? Piease let me know what you're thinking, | really do want to get on with my life. Thank you for listening.

Peace,

p.s. as for the nature of the troubles in the SOT, Thave had eight years of experience teaching college at 2 State
school in Wyoming, I never experienced this much foul play. Any and all written contracts with students
needed to be accounted for and were upheld on a routine basis. Even after an administrator left office his/her
signature was honored and his/her promised kept. There was a general attitude of trust and collaboration.
Policies were never applied retroactively and there were clearly visible channels for dealing with problems such
as favoritism. Our friend  (who is certainly qualified to evaluate the situation here in the SOT and who spent a
lot of time actually doing so) would concur with me that the standards of accountability in the SOT are
shockingly low.

Irecently shared with you (via Br. Doug) a copy of the 11 page complaint that I turned in to the President and
Provost earlier this fall. You heard some of these complaints over a year ago but in fragmented form. Now that
T am going through the proper channels and am more otganized, you might wish to review my case. This report
leaves out a great number of smaller happenings which were less easy to document, and it intentionally shelters
those professors that [ sti{l need to work with. But those items mentioned in it ought to be enough, especially
since 1 can provide the documents needed to prove that they really did happen.

Again, though, I am asking simply for as compensation and would hope that my efforts would
somehow indirectly pressure the SOT into considering a reform of the way they are actually implementing their

2
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policy (i.e., that what's on paper really happens). I'm certainly not the only one having such troubles, so I
would hope that some gradual, gentle changes are indeed made, The SOT does have a lot of potential-so it’s
worth the effort.

p.s.s. Please note that I'm zef upset with the Provost’s generosity in helping me work these issues out, but it
would seem that the SOT continues to feed him biased and incomplete information. It simply would take too
much of his time to be able to evaluate/investigate every little detail of my case... and it takes no time at all for
the SOT to make a fresh attack on me. It’s heen over a month now and we continue to go in circles, The loss of
Cisco’s help was also a serious set back. But let’s go on from here, OK?

Wishing you peace once more, '
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Skudlarek,

From: Smolik-Day, Sheiry

Sent: Monday, October 07, 2002 4:21 PM
To: )

Subject: RE: as concerns my molives

1 received and read your latest email to the Abbot. It restates what you've told me your reasons are for connecting the
alleg | e to current situ with the SOT. | see your reasons here for connecting the two
situa | t bb eds to be in d in finding a resolution. You have provided Henry this
information, and he is ithe one to consider it as he strives to find a suitable resolution for both you and the SOT.

I am unstre as to what you mean when you ask me to "be careful” in how | deal with the “complexities" of your case. Could
you explain that a bit?

! must also tell you that | am uncomfortable with your asking me not to share this information with the Provost. It feels like
we're keaping some information hidden from him --- and he’s the one in charge of handling yaur case. | hope you will
provide him with all the necessary informatlon he may need to understand your sittiation and arive at a resolution.

At the end of your letter to the Abbot, you aslk him if he thinks it is "proper” for ihose working on your situation to be
meeting without you present. My response would be yes, itis proper, bul if it feels uncomfortable to you, maybe | can
clarify the reasons | asked for this meeting. Since you had contacted a number of differeni people about your situation, it
was my hope to bring thiese folks together, so we could approach your situallon in a Holistic manner. | felt it may help us to
work logether to find a satisfactory resolution. | wanlted to let you know | had scheduled such a meeting, so that you
wouldn't think that nothing was being done.

One last important point:
earlier | thought | undérstood you to report that the Abbot was aware of the situatlon involving  and the monastic

member, and that he was dealing with it, In reading your latest emait, | am not sure thal that is the case. | would like to
fo up with a tact to ask her if experienced a viotation of our Human Rights policy, and to

m sure she is ofr d recourse a to her.
Would you be willing to provide me with her name and contact information at this point?

I will wait to hear from you. Meanwhile, please contacl me with further comments and thoughts.

Respectfully,
Sherry

Sherry Smolik Day

Joint Director of Student Human Rights and Diversity
College of Sainl BenedictfSaint Jahn's University

37 So. College Ave.

St. Joseph, MN 56377

Phone; (320)363-5485

Fax: (320)363-5006

Email:
-----Origlnal Meseane...
From:
Sent: Sunday, October 06, 2002 3:45 PM
To: Smolik-Day, Sherry
Subject: FW: g5 concerns my motives
Dear Sherry,
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Skudlarek,

From: Smolik-Day, Sherry

Sent: T , Octo M

To: K John; Schnettler, Nadine

Subject: CONFIDENTIAL

| wanted el as to of my conversations with since you are both referred to often

by N ence me.

Fro i he as that the 2 d victim h h t

Joh h e info nto a recourse er, suc . to
refused to contact Maxine, and refused ta come fo . [t this |

further role for me to play in lhis situation and will, once again, try to extricate myself.

can you fef me an accurate understanding of the way that you responded to the

abuse thaf she happ
| will come to the maeting on the 17th, to offer what | can in terms of arriving at some resolution that and SOT are
amenable to
Respectfully,
Sherry

Sherry Smolik Day

Joint Director of Student Human Rights and Diversity
College of Saint Benedict/Saint Johi's Unlvessily

37 So. College Ave.

5t. Joseph, MN 66377

Phone: (320)363-5485

Fax: (320)363-5006

Email:

---—Qriginal Message-----
From: Smollk-Day, Sherry

Sent: Tuesday; October 0B, 2002 3:05 PM
To:
Subject: RE: as concerns my motives

Dear i
Thanks for your feedback to my email. | would like to make a few comments in response to your message, and then

suggest a way to mave forward that | hope would be most beneficial to you.

I have no intention of re-traumatizing ¢ither you or by wishing to fellow up with  and by asking questions about what
happened. | acknowledge though, that for victims, the process of investigation and follow-up may fruly feel like re-
ization, n r how ul iveonealte slo ayi you und
mind bet | do, re decisionto  pro ng tion: My for

recourse available to her as per ourhuman rights policy. You have assured me that this has happened.

I agree with you that the Abbot should decide how and if he will be involved in any resolution regarding your situation with
SOT, itis not my position to tell him how lo be involved.

In €0 sin a decision by a victim to not report sexual ahuse, yes, |
un 1 est  NO I sexual abuse did not oceur. Indeed, very few people aclually
ever do report, probably for many of the same reasons that you slale that  Is choosing to not report. As parl of our
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responsibility o and others, we must try to offer them the information they may need to bagin the healing process.

nt, bein int
ntifying uto
those b

Plaase contact me if you have any questions, or if i can be of further assistance,
Respectfully,
Shervy

Sherry Smolik Day

Joinl Director of Student Human Rights and Diversily
College of Saint Benedict/Saint John's Universily

37 So. Coflege Ave.

St Joseph, MN 56377

Phone: {320)363-5485

Fax  (320)363-5006

Emall; u

-—--Driginal Message- --

From:
Sent: Tuesday, Octaber 08, 2002 5712 AM
To: Siolik-Day, Sherty
Subject: RE: as concerns my motives
el
foo much of a risk for her. But with the SOT proper
dt
Is
un
for all this tirme...and I'm stilf cdns for the sake of .
in several ways. With thé pessége of time 1've been able to to - had ma se
ol LX| Iy { iate par he
an the rest unde s. Al | n ke
| itu I would like to these s
smalfest number of people passible). The challenge for me is simply to explain that which has impacted me over the
ye ca g at have not been
ab th i p
You and the Provost are simply not geing to hear everyt ) ea you are
ng.. to the few ails of, whic the whole of i  umatized much.
ine thi ece will  the Abbot what and onlywhat  Abbdtis to hear,
You seem to want to retraumatize  (and me) all over again in order to have il proven to your satisfaction that there
was trauma here. Ormaybe you're thinking It's yaur responsibility e . the | court s
this full . n & .D Maxin
Ied
he L) the re
fa r h. Again, let thie Abbot do what he thinks is necessary. | trust
pol
2
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As for contacting , the Abbot already tried that promptly and testefully by having me send her the information about
Maxine and giving . the option to contact her. She got very angry at him and at me for interfering. He knows this
The key issue that remains is this-that she is far from free to make such a complaint... and will not do so for fear of
recrimination. Her entire career lies in the balance. That Is very clear to her. But itin no way implies that no sexuat
abuse occurred, (i.e., that the relationship was "consensual”) or that she would not seek out help if she was free to do
so. If she said no to Maxine, she will certainly say no to you. Please back off.
gotta get back to work,

p.s. | proof read this one mare {ime this am. I'm on my way out of town now. Hold tight. Fll be back on Saturday.

—=-0rlginal Mesgage---—
From:  Smolik-Day, Shecry
Sent:  Monday, Oclober €7, 2002 4:21 PM

To: [
Subject: RE: as corncerns my motives

| raceived and réad your latest email 1o the Abbot, It restales what you've {old me vour reasorts are for connecting
the alleged sexval abuse of your friend to your current situation with the SOT. | see your feasons here for
connecting the two situations, but | don't see that the Abbot needs to be involved in finding a resolution. You have
provided Henry this informaticn, and he is the one to consider it as he strives fo find a suitable resolution for both

you and the SOT.

1 am unsure as to what you mean when you ask me to "be careful” in how I deal with the "complexities” of your
case. Could you expiain that a bit?

! must alsg tell you that | am uncomfortable with your asking me not to share this information with the Provost. It
faels like we're keeping some information hidden from him --- and he’s the one In charge of handling your case. |
hope you will provide him with all the necessary information he may need to understand your situation and arrive at

a resolution,

At the end of your leiter to the Abbot, you ask him If he thinks it is "proper" for those working on your situation {o be
meeting without you present. My response would be yes, it Is proper; but if it feels uncomfortable to you, maybe |
can clarify the reagons | asked for this meeting. Since you had contacted a number of differant people about your
situation, it was my hope to bring these folks together, so we could approach your situation in a holislic manner. |
felt it may help us to work together to find a satisfactory resofution. | wanted to let you know ) had schaduted such
a meeting, so that you wouldn't think that nothing was being dene,

One last important point:
earlier | thought | understood you to report that the Abbot was aware of the situation involving. and the

monastic member, and that he was dealing with it. in reading your latest email, | arm not sure that thac is the case. |
would like to follow up with  and contact her myseif, to ask her if she has experienced a violation of our Human
Rights policy, and to make sure she is aware of resources and recourse available to her.

Would you be willing to provide me with her narne and contact informatlon at this point?

| will wait io hear from you. Meanwhile, please contact me with further comments and thoughts.

fully,

Shemry Smolik Day

Joint Director of Student Human Rights and Diversity
College of Saint Benedict/Saint John's University

37 So. College Ave.

St. Joseph, MN 56377

Phone: (320)363-5485

Fax; (320)383-5008

Emall:
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---—-Original Message-----

Fram:

Sent: Sunday, October 06, 2002 3;49 PM
To: Smollk-Day, Sherry

Subject: FW: as concerns my motives
Dear Sherry,

This is my last communication with the Abbot, it addresses some of your concerns about why I'm even
botharing 10 tatk with him at this point. | would ask you to be careful in how you deal with the “complexities” of
my . The pa t the for yo Than ur I
ens Only yo 1 em ditto e, but lo a  siuff
about my friend 50 I really dori't want it in anyone else's hands, especially not the Provost... He will prabably
need o deal with  later on since they are colleagues working in the same field.

Peace,

From:

Sent: Sunday, October 06, 2002 3:39 PM
To: Klassen, John

Subject: as concerns my motives

Dear Abbet John,

I'm told that you will be meeting with the Provost and some others aboul my case on Oct 17, While
talking with S ik-Day this she didnt rs the whole of the
situation wet! d was ing to talk with | that her (sar is

that | arn wanting to push  ¢ase forward on her behalf (and without her consent). This is simply not so. i've
been maintaining a seriousiy debilitating sllence for years now and need to reevaluats my role in her case in
order to move beyond the lingering sense of responsibility that | have towards her. This entails many things,
the first being a clarification of what my role has been, paying attention to what parts of it confinue to linger...
keeping my fife tiad to hers. The main worry that continues to haunt me is that she tends to pull in peopie like
myself when she crashes. | feel that she might crash this same way again and recpen all these same wounads,

ating the r when she on jders 1 le of her initial F. at

lwal  her gh some m cid siohs, out legsl advi he sing
andc cted her with pportn in Sin n, | have in to r, sending her
news her and brin her the 1 stored for her. now'l co etol story as it

unfolds, not convinced at all that she is beyond the trauma.

But | cannot keep doing thisl Recently I went to Maxine in order fo Jeave a final testament of how | saw her
case at this point. My main concern here was.that she was far from free o seek out help from you all and that
she still may not be emotionally free of what seems ‘o be a false sense of gullt (for having "seduced a priest”).
What | gained from talking with Maxine was the realization that things might have been differentif and I had
known earlier that F already had a record of abuse. This realization cuts Into my soul rather desp. | know for
a fact it would have helped me to deal with the case more effectively and to come more quickly to an

understanding of what was going on. This lingering a ty with rega state of mind/heart me
emotionally torn up since | didn't know what my role ne tobe. lfsh en engaging In con ual
acts, that h been blem an y.butins here abuse is occurring and
the victim ol lyor ogically of the vie friends changes
considerably:

To make matters warse, though, the very context of the situation has been gradually shifting as the whole

c se a

n lity u day

n Iid. e ) e
news moments after tending to their ordinary daily needs... | heard you make repeated claims that there were
no new cases since 1992... and that many of the abusers were probably “cured” and “safe”. | felt a sense of
relief when victilns became free to spsak out, thén | found myself all the morg in fear of doing so myself since

case seermed to contradict everylhing. I'feared for her coritinuec recavery if | even began to inquire abaut
her case:

All this took a severe toll on my mental health. Pm atready in the midst of a very difficult sltuation in the
SOT where my most basic rights had been violated and the Dean’s office was continuing to lay the full blame
on me rather than to investigate my charges. The biggest fireat against me now is that | will be forced to
feave school in May. However, for years now | had even worse fears-worried almost dally that they had the
power to expel me on a moment's netice (and that there was no one lo take my side). The President's Office

4
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had completely

y cries for help

early fast spring when | first want to them. Most recently | have

been denied ac to on-campus eling as they complained somewhat vaguely of being unable to
prov  me prole c ) mig in

I'  been feel u | nue hat to have me gone “as
S0 wh ase. But again, my
qu
tal
de of
he he
is a very complex person with a long history of proble
person off another, esit diohelpher. B theless,s  as n I'm sure of
and the effects of it ybe tering inside her ]

! eanewa nting of h ry and r to make ail t n'{ wish to
speli ails again . Rather, lams s merely up and s much
of mypart in it as | can. I've learned a lot from trying t her, but certain t and
way me
way S0
wou | sa 0

hold that against him or you, but rather to show just ho

Not knowing who he was made things much harder to figure out.
inmyli

at this
this all so seuret, and | need sbme help to recover my

. p
co th

cuta
which

ne ry. nih mmunity that | live in to ensure that my ongoing support
of co éat . Peopleh  don't know who | am and this has made me iesl very
p ehere e slory erai
ul . Peop L krow all

at's wrong with me", I've been living a monster's life...

an outcast who must be weird simply because | spend so much time alona. They see me as a person who
can't live normally and are simply not mofivated the break the silence. My desire to enter religious life
compounds this social isolation in a number of ways. My fingering anger and frusiration with the SOT also
isolates me because people know that this kind of retribution could happen te them if they associaled too

much with me.

P

a

| need to be

an

to hear
away from

way

The issue
f realize that

by asking me to and to "kick butt’ in
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get on with my life. Thank you for listening
Peace,

p.s. as for the nature of the troubles in the SOT, I have had eight years of experience teaching college
al a State school in Wyoming. 1never experienced this much foul play. Any and all written
contracts with students needed to be accounted for and were upheld on a routine basis. Even after an
administrator left office his/her signature was honored and his/her promised kept. There was a
general attitude of trust and collaboration. Policies were never applied retroactively and there were
clearly visible channels for dealing with problems such as favoritism. Our friend (who is certainly
qualified to evaluate the situation here in the SOT and who spent a Jot of time actually doing so)
would concur with me that the standards of accountability i the SOT are shockingly low.

I recently shared with you (via Br. Doug) a copy of the 11 page complaint that I turned in to the
President and Provost earlier this fall. You heard some of these complaints over a year ago but in
fragmented form. Now that I am going through the proper channels and am more organized, you
mipht wish to review my case. This report leaves out a great number of smaller happenings which
were less easy to document, and it intentionally shelters those professors that I still need to work
with. Bul those items mentioned in it ought to be enough, especially since I can provide the
documents needed to prove that they really did happen.

Again, though, I am asking simply for as compensation and would hope that my efforts
would somehow indirectly pressure the SOT into considering a reform of the way. they are actually
implementing their policy (i.e., that what’s on paper really happens). I’'m certainly not the only one
having such troubles, so I would hope that some gradual, gentle changes are indeed made. The SOT
does have a lot of potential-so it’s worth the effort.

p.s.s. Please note that I'm riof upset with the Provoat’s generosity in helping me work these issies
out, but it would seem that the SOT continues to féed him biased and incomplete information. It
simply would take too much of his time to be able to evaluate/investigate every little detail of my
case... and it takes no time at all for the. SOT to make a fresh attack onme. It’s been over a month
now and we continue to go in circles. The loss of Cisco’s help was also a serious set back. But let’s

go on from here, OK?

Wishing you peace once maore,
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Skudlarek, William

From: Smolik-Day, Sherry

Sent: Tuesday, Oclober 08, 2002 5:07 PM

To Reinhart, Dietrich

Ce Klassen, John; Smorynski, Henry, Hoye, Gregory; Schnettler, Nadine
Subject: CONFIDENTIAL

President Reinhart, )
{ wanted to inform you that we are addressing a very complicated situation involving a student at the SCT, which involves

an ellegation by this student of past sexual abuse by a monastic member against a different SCT student.

The stude re wor ith st th has unable to complete her SOT coursework in a timely manner,
due to her tion th had ini acl iend who she slleges was sexually abused by a monk at SJU,

while she was a student at the SOT.

This afleged abuse occurred some years ago, and Abbot John is more aware of the circumstances Involved in this
situation than |, and has responded to this allegation. As | understand the situation, the alleged victim has refused to file a
complaint and denies that the abuse occurred. Howaver, the student alleging this incident, states that she was traumatized
by this incident, and thérefore could riot complete her coursework in a fimely manner. In the process of trying to get this
time extension, she is talking to certain staff about this alleged sexual abuse.

This h Is0 to ine elt, an ad for victims ay wo with monaslery, about
this s,  net n't iha ‘Issue fits @ as an ad fo ab byel y.

We are working on finding a resolution to this situation, and we will keep you informed if new information becomes
available.

Please do not hesitate to contact me if you have questions, comments or concerns.

Respectfully,
Shevvy Smolik Day

Sherry Smollk Day

Joint Director of Student Human Rights and Diverslty
College of Saint Benedlct/Saint John's University

37 So. College Ave.

St. Joseph, MN 56377

Phone: (320)363-5485

Fax. {320)363-5006

Email:
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Skudlarek, William

From:
Sent: Monday, October 14, 2002 6:16 PM
To: Klassen, John
Subject: developments
Dear Abbot John,
1 just returned from a visit with She was hospitalized last weelk; she is exhausted and withdrawn within herself. |

fear for her life, but can do nothing. | feel that this tangle of lives has also drawn me to the edge as my own situation
continues to gef torn apart by all this. | feet that it is not my responsibitity to prove that sexual misconduct happened, I'm
not trying to play games here, but only need to find a way to deal with the lingerina effects of the past, bothin  life and in
my own. The pain continues sc | am asking again for your help and prayers. is making serlous plans to leave the
Church, and | find myse!f encouraging her in her efforts to seek out help out there beyond this mess we have here. Maybe
this will help her t , but con atlon rests on u toa need hrough all ,butfe t all pain is
calling me closer sacr on tar... to stand at center of ing with C ; tsa ulpt tobe. |
continue to pray for reconciliation, but find myself repeatedly torn apart by the silence that is covering our jives,

1 ask for one thing today. That the paper | was working on with Cisco (the one you asked him to disconnect from) now
be guided by Dr. David Fagerberg who was my first teacher here that first r. Heisw to mentor me, aven
though he is busy with his new job at Mundelein as head of the Liturgical | | am hon by this but unsure if Dean
Cahoy is going 1o accept his offer. | will not have an answer for another week since Dr. Cahoy is out of the couniry. But
this gives me time to lel you know about the situation. | need a way to continue what | was working on with Cisco, It's just
something that I'm not willing or able to let go of. | think that it would also help Cisco to live with the restrictions placed
upon him and with his fading health if | could continue,

I'min the m emai  the Provost D rg' er, but wa e with t.
Please help in verw  hat you can. d to now; som S gpo
the midst of all this negatlvity. Cisco’s vision is truly life-giving and | don™ want to run from it. Dr. Fagerberg's vision is
similar, and it also furns out that he has an amazingly positive view of monasticism as well (which is where | had wanted to
take Cisce’s ideas too)... His next book focuses directly on the impartance of asceticism in prayer which gives me plenty of
commen ground 1o share my work with him. He sent me a draft copy of the first chapler Please don’t let Dr. Cahoy

destroy this one small path that | have.

In search of God's pezce,

p.s. I'm talking with Maxine again this Wednesday and continue to keep you and all the monks in my prayers.
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Skudiarek, William

From:

Sent: Weanesday, October 16, 2002 4:51 PM
To: Klassen, John

Subject: afler talking with Maxine

Dear Abbot John,

{ left Maxine this morning knowing that she was going to contact you. | assume that you are at least a little aware that
I've been dealing wilh some intense feelings this week. Know that taking communion from your hands last Monday
calmed my soul conslderably. | chose to slav with the Church at that moment... alf the while feeling crucified by it. Afler
frying to "pastor”. : an the straets of trying to see if | cauld get her to go and talk with Maxine, | found myself
moving along with her further from the Church. Her frailty is strangely attractive. | can understand Fran's emotions,
perhaps, as being like this too.

This momning, what | had asked Maxine to ask you was il | could talk with you briefly with her as a guide. Somehow |
need to et go of vpain... Oddly, it feels like a return to the faith to so do... a confession of having been too angry
about her being abused (and me silenced and reduced to a secondary victim), | have been closed in on myself, on this
pain, on the memories that don't fit.... But at the same time | have a strong desire 1o forgive Fran, 1o forgive your monks
who have hidden his guilt, who have pushed me away along with what | hold in my memory. This is hard for me to do.
The pain is fresh and it has gone desp within me. I'm nét trying to put anyone on trial for these abuses... but to move
beyond the tangle of hurtful secrets by letting God wash them clean with his own sacrifice of love... the cross.

That's whaet made me so emotional during prayers on Monday. It was almaost a mystical experience for me... In talking
with you, if you would like to do this for me, | would ask only that [ be allowed to forgive the Abbey for the pain | have
experienced here while helping = * to survive. This desire to forgive is not a cheap thing... il invoives putting myself on
the cross and accepting what | am asked to bear ... It amazes me that my one short talk with you over a year ago had this
same core theme of touching what is inside me... | had not planned to “cry for the poor” in front of you. It just happened
that the core of me broke open in front of you.

Know that | am aware that the connections in all this sound a bit serious, and that | am also planning to talk them out
with a professional counselor. But the core of my faith is also held within these experiences. | need to “be” with them and
gat to know them belter... It is there al this core that | experience God very, very close beside me... a God who suffers with
love for us.

But | don’t want to think this alf out... only fo act on it in faith... and 1o seek 1o forgive as | am forgiven. If you are too
busy for this or too worrled about how it might go... 1 would ask if maybe you know a monk-priest who could walk through
this with ma... someona who could take Cisco's place for a while. I'm hoping to stay here untll next September if the
Provost lets me... and | want to work gently on my papers and exams and to seek out the help of both a spiritual director
and a counselor during this time. Yes, | want to seek out and get to know this suffering God who is cailing me to the altar
to be near him... the one who Is with : now... lhe one who conlinues to seek her out after the rest of us have
abandoned her to her pain.

Does this help you understand ... and perhaps to trust me at this point???

Prayertully,
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Dear All,
) would itke to suggest a meeting of many of those involved in the situation involving SOT student

' has been in contact with most of yau and | know you are working hard to
resolve the concerns she raises. Howevar, she has been calling me almost daily and continues to

to
they
e

she needs to finish her studies st SOT.

| would sew the purpose of thls meeting as allowing us to approach her situation in a less

fra manner to-discuss the ma s '

do ress her cerns to date, and n s

and put some closure on this situatlon for now.

One additional note: has been speaking with Maxine Barnett, the Direclor of the local
battered women's shelter, who is also an advocate for victim’s abused by the clergy. The clergy
abuse isste that alleges happened to her friand, is a large part of this problem (in

mind).

Maxine would be willing to meet with us. if you decide we should meet, would you like me to
invite her to this meseting, or would you prefer to keep this an Internal group at this time?
Is there anyone eise that should be at this mesting?

Thank you,
Sherry Smolio Doy

Sherry Smolik Day

Joint Directar of Student Human Rights and Oiversity
College of Saint Benedict/Saint John's University

37 So. College Ave.

St Joseph, MN 56377

Phone: (320)383-5485

Fax: (320)363-5006

Email:
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Skudlarek, William

From:
Sent: Wednesday, October 23, 2002 7:31 PM

To: Klassen, John
Cc:

Dear Abbot John,

My name is and I am a grad student here at Saint Jobn's. You spoke with my father a
couple of weeks ago concerning my difficulties with the Abbey monks that T have seen on campus
and in the newspaper. My father can be quite sensitive to this issue and so he responded. This time it
is coming from me. Af the time you spoke with my father, you said you would take care of it. On
Monday of this week I ended up in the same (public) elevator, alone, with Fran Hoefgen. am not
sure of the level of his restriction, but I am sure about the right I have to attend the school that I pay
for without being forced back into my own trauma.

Normally I would wait this out as | am leaving (because of this) in December to finish my degree
from home. However, at this point I am the only person standing between my father and the Star
Tribune. Above and beyond that, it makes me angry that I generally feel unsafe on campus. Thave
gotten rid of my meal plan at the refectory because I don't want to face even the possibility of seeing
any of the restricted monks, and, as much as possible, I study off campus so that I can concentrate. T
don't suppose you know how far I have come in the past 2.5 years since I have told my family about
the abuse I endured starting at age six. [ have worked very, very hard to get where I am. Iam twenty
three, finisliing my graduate degree and living of fairly social and productive life--I am a survivor.
Your monks are threatening this--1 cannot afford o go back to that time--I wouldn't make it through
again, Every time I deal with this issne, especially when it is thrown in my face, 1 begin to relive
what happened to me. They call this re-victimization. I did not come here to Iet this happen to me
again. Iam already leaving in December and have pretty much isolated myself from the community--
I don't even go to Mass. Thal 1s all | can do, and frankly it is way too much and I ought not have to
be put in this situation. I am becoming increasingly mentally and emotionally distressed and that is
effecting me intellectually. I becoming less able to do what I came here to do,

In this situation, T am dealing with you--not Susan Wood, Patty Weishaar, or Bill Cahoy. They are
wonderful people, but they can't solve this problem--only you can. That being said, I would prefer

that you deal directly with me and no one else. If the time comes where I feel it necessary o speak
with any of the above, Twill.

10/23/02
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Skudlarek, William

From: McGraw, Rene

Sent:  Thursday, October 24, 2002 4:23 PM
To: Skudlarek, William

Subject: RE:

Hello William,

My instinct is 1o say that in this case, we cannot do any more than what we have done. | think that we need to
say that we are surely committed to helping her in any wa we feel that our first
responsibility is simply to make things safe. The Abbot m alert Fran to this concern and
to ask him not to ride an elevator with just ane other person; but | think that beyond that, what we can offer her

isonlys co , -victimization ~ ugh surely an aspect of her experience, would not be
s5een as on Wt she may not ersonally ready for such contact, riding the elevator
on
‘of g
ev

That she can not yet feel comfortable does riol segrn to me to necessitate thal the world should be changed for
her sake.

| am alsa sorry that her father plans to go to the Star Tribune, but if such be the case, then such is the case.

Rene
-----Qrlglnal Message-----
From: Skudlarek, William
Sent: Thursday, October 24, 2002 4:10 PM
To; Mullin, Doug; Stewart, Columba; McGraw, Rene
Subject: FW:
Folks,
Abbot John would like your advice on this one.
William
--=--Original Messaae-----
From:
Sent: Wednesday, October 23, 2002 7:31 PM
To: Klassen, John
Cc:
Subject:
Dear Abbot John,
Myname is and I am a grad student here at Saint John's. You spoke with my
father a couple of weeks ago concerning my difficulties with the Abbey monks that I have
seen on campus and in the newspaper. My father can be quite sensitive to this issue and so he
responded. This time it is coming {rom me. At the time you spoke with my father, you
said you would take care of it. On Monday of this week I ended up in the same (public)
elevator, alone, with Fran Hoefgen. I am not sure of the level of his restriction, but I am sure
about the right I have to attend the scheol that I pay for without being forced back into my
own trauma.
10/24/02
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Skudlarek, William

From: McGraw, Rene

Sent; Thursday, October 24, 2002 4:43 PM

To: Skudlarek, William

Willlarm,

| had an additional thought. Probably the best person ta ask would be Susan Wood. | gather from the letter of that

she must have talked 1o Susan already, so it would not be breaking any confidences. But i think that we have to be careful
not to try to respond o every suggestion that people have, especially when they seem frratlonal. My own undersianding,
drawn from alcoholism, is that the alcoholic needs 1o be eble to be around people who are drinking alcohol. | would gather
that the same thing might be true here. :Sometimes 1 think that the sense of anger and frustration often comes out in
wanting to control others. 1 don't think that is heslthy for her nor fot Fran or others.

Rene
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Skudlarek, William

From: Mullin, Doug

Sent: Friday, October 25, 2002 8:36 AM

To: Skudlarek, William; Stewart, Columba; McGraw, Rene

Subject;: RE:

1 get the sense from the letter that Abbot John has talked with her father, but has not
communicated with her. I’m wondering what is behind about her stated preference
that SOT leadership not be involved—especially since she has already made the
decision to leave. It doesn’t seem that she would be concerned that their involvement
would jeopardize her status. On the other hand, she may just want to contain
information about her past experiences with abuse.

It sounds like her goal is to “feel safe.” While it seems unlikely she will ever feel safe
in her present state of mind, she seems to believe she will feel safer if she can avoid
secing any monk who has been publicly identified as “on restriction.” I recommend
that we cooperate with any reasonable accommodations she might suggest. I suggest
that the abbot (or you, William) listen to her to find out what it is that she really wants.
I also recommend that she be invited to propose some sort of a plan (i.e., times she
might be in particular places relevant to her life as a student so that we might be able
to determine if it would be reasonable to accommodate her. For example, if she

typically studies in the Alcuin during the evenings, or has class-on ond Quad Monday
mornings and uses the elevator to get there, I would think we could agcommodate her
until she leaves in December. Listening to her would be the first step. If what she
requests seems reasonable, we should go with it. Otherwise, I think SOT leadership
needs to be brought in to propose reasonable accommodations.

d

-----Original Message-----

From: Skudlarek, William

Sent: Thursday, October 24, 2002 4:10 PM

To: Mullin, Doug; Stewart, Columba; McGraw, Rene

Subject: FW:

Folks,
Abbot John would like your advice on this one,

William

----- Original Message---—

From:

Sent: Wednesday, October 23, 2002 7:31 PM
To: Klassen, John

Cc:

10/25/02
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SKudlg_l_'ek. Willlam

From: Stewart, Columba
Sent:  Friday, October 25, 2002 9:34 AM

To; Mullin, Doug; Skudlerek, William; McGraw, Rene

Subject: RE:

Folks:

1 am less optimistic than Doug that stated needs can be readily

accommodated. We have been clear about what our policy on restriction means
and doesn't mean. It does not mean incarceration or that offenders will never be
seen on campus. [ think we have been responsible on this matter and I don't know
what more we can or should do. I am sensitive to her comments about
revictimization but I don't see what we can do for her at this stage of her recovery:
I would think that any place in the Church could present similar challenges to her
at this time.

Columba

10/25/02
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From

Sent: er10, 2 36 PM
To: Susan;

Cc: Reinhart, Dietrich

Subject: SOT Student

Importance: High

Dear Bill and Susan,

y.
he end of 1 d her what it was she hop
dlike to h e  urces as she would if she

1. Li o be able to a rian who ¢
bi basis as ne an  beableto

3
4, For the President

her situa We fair

ofconve  onsl had ther, Sr.
the President do for her. She said
ere and she o ng:

cles and o ekly or

he curre s$C i of the

1 told her I would do what | could to find out if these accommodations could be made. | stated that | would be in contact
with her fomorrow afternoan (Wednesday) as to the status of the reguests.

arll?‘d Susan, can you please respond with your thoughts about. whether you are willing to accommodate #s 2
3

| will ask Br. Dietrich about #4.

Thank you.
Patti

1
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SOT Student Page 1 of 2

JBK . N N PP - .
From: Gahoy, Bil T -
Sent:  Wednesday, December 11, 2002 12:57 AM

To: Epsky, Patti; Wood, Susan; JBK

Ce: Reinhart, Dietrich

Subject: RE: SOT Student

This is fine with me--though I'm not sure what the rationale is for subsidizing ber campus housing in

the 0o 50 But 5 anout ckel expense and I see no
rea cti bhow e herad
Bill

----- Or ge-——

From: )

Sent: Tue 12/10/2002 3:36 PM

To: C Bill; , Susan; JBK

Cc: R rt, Di

Subject: SOT Student

Déar Bill and Susan,

came to my office today asking to see Br. Dietrich to discuss her situatlon. We had a fairly
lengthy conversation about the situation, and ! shared with her my own summary of conversations |
have had with her father, Sr. Susan, Abbot John (brief)‘; Br. Dietrich, and Sherry Smolik Day.

Toward the end of the meating | asked her what it was she hoped that the President would be able to do
for her. She said she would like to have the same resources as she would if she were here and she

outlined the following:

1. Library — to be able to work with a librarian wha could forward articles and books to her as needed
(on a weekly or bi-weekly basis as necessary), and to be able to use the books she currentty has
checked out until the end of the year.

2. Accommodations — to have a place to stay with a computer when she needs to come here to be
on campus, the cost to be borne by the SOT -- either Emmaus of the Seminary (not the computer in
Emmaus, which she states is quite old). This would for sure be during the last two waeks of the
semester while she is taking written and oral comps and some other times as necessary. (It is my sense
that she could schedule this out for the semester.)

3.  Adesk which she would be able to use at home.

4.  For tha President to call her father.

| toid her | would do what | could to find out if these accommodations could be made. | stated that |
would be in contact with her tomorrow afternoon (Wedﬁ'é_'s.gay) as lo the stalus of the requests.

| have already talked with Mike Kathman and he doesn't see anv nroblem with accommadating #'1.

re _ e
lle and c em -
nt she d t.

Bill and Susan, can you please respond ;Nilh your tr;o‘ughts about whether you are willing to
accommodate #5 2 and 37

12/11/2002
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SOT Student
| will ask Br. Dietrich about #4.

Thank you.

Patti

12/11/2002

Page 2 ot'2
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William

From: Hoefgen, Francis
Sent: Thursday, December 26, 2002 9:30 AM
To: Klassen, John
Subject: Personal
December 26, 2002
December 26.doc
Abbot John,

Sister Rachel Crotfi in San Francisco is helping me with placement for the three month volunteer lime in Africa,
Her phone number is 415-433-1588.

She has requested a curriculum vitae from me (which I will FAX) and a recommendation from you. 1have sent
you an email version so you could make changes that you feel necessary. Some have suggested that I write one I
would like you to send and you can adjust it as you feel necessary.

A hard copy is enclosed for you as well. Could you give me a copy of what you send as well?
Sister Rachel has requested that you FAX it to her at this numiber: 415-421-6049.

The reason I am doing this now is that I am going to visit family on Friday December 27" and will return
January S™,

1 hope you can find it in your heart to send this in the riext few days or so. If you have any questions while T am
in Michigan please feel free to call at my sister in laws: Her name is arid her phone number is
I will be here beginning Saturday the 28,

Peace,

Fran
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December 26, 2002

Dear Sister Rachel,

First let me extend to you greetings for a blessed Christmas Season and a New Year
nurtured in God’s grace!

Several weeks ago Francis Hoefgen and T spoke about the possibility of taking some time
1o do volunteer work in Africa and we had a good conversation. Just recently I leamed that you
requested a recommendation from me to support his desire at this time. It is for this reason that I
am writing to you today. Ido believe it would be important for our community to have a
connection with Afiica and I feel very positive about his request.

Frati has been a faithful monk of this monastery since his graduation from Saint John’s
University in 1972 with a degree in philosophy and psychology. Following his profession of
final vows in 1976 he pursued ordination to serve in the local Church and in our monastery. He.
was ordained in 1979 and served.in two parishes for a period of 13 years, during which time he
has done wondetful work and has many friends in hoth parishes he served in during that time
period. He has manifested a deep love of the people of God and been very creative in his service
in these parishes.

In 1983 Fran did have a sexual incident with a 17 year old boy while in parish ministry.
Following the incident Fran did receive professional help to understand his actions and to make
the necessary changes in his life. He completed an extensive time of therapy at Saint Luke’s
Institute and received a positive evaluation to return to ministry. Following treatment he served
in positions of trust without incident and then returned to the abbey after seven years where he

has served with great care as Guest Master for the past nine years. During both periods of
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service he did extraordinary work and I do not have any concerns about giving hin a positive
recommendation for a period of volunteer work in Africa.

Over the past three years Fran also completed a program of study at Creighton University
in Omaha in their Christian Spirituality Program to be Spiritual Director and to give directed
retreats. He has also given community retreats to Ursuline Nuns, Franciscan Woman’s
Communities, Benedictine Sisters, School Sisters of Notre Dame, and Sisters of the Sacred Heart;
all of which have given very positive feedback following the retreats.

I also want to say that Fran has a solid prayer life and is seeking to deepen his awareness
of the presence of God in the poor and with those who suffer pain. Over the past ten years Fran

}\ as also grown to become quile & good photographer and his photographs are used for many
publications hete on campus. His sensitivity is manifest in his capturing nature and wild life
which manifests his eye for beauty,

1 believe that Fran’s experience in Africa will enhance our own community upon his
return as he desires to open his mind and heart through this experience with the poor. At this
time in his life he simply desires &mstHadiCally new experience and is open to new
directions this may lead him in his life. I could write more but I believe you perceive my positive
support for this new experience for Fran that will certainly have a profound effect on him and
those who come in contact with him. Alsa those who work with him will certainly enjoy his
gentle presence and his willingness to work will be obvious in whatever capacity he is needed. If

you have any questions please feel free to call me directly at 320-363-2544. Peace be with you!
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. Dec 28" 2002

Dear Abbot John,

I've been talking with Maxine since August and have been able to disentangle much of
what was previously tangled. I've also tatked through an infornial grievance process with
the Provost that has brought some much needed order to my MA program. I came close to
complete closure on all this in about mid-November actually. I want to be settied inside
and to have what I know match with what is now being proclaimed as well as with what is
now happening. But this is not happening. Iam struggling to retain a belicf that the
Church {the one we live in day-to-day) rests upon the Truth. I need to reestablish trust in
this Church so as to rest in this Truth... otherwise T will need to find another path towards it.
This trust has been broken and remains so, most especially in my case. To be enabled to
contribute to the Church in any positive way at this point, I need your help.

Things still don’t match up between what I experienced these last few years and what is
being said and done at this point. Although much progress has been made, there have been
a few sizeable gaps in the logic that 'm hearing Ihave no desire to confront anyone
publicly... absolutely no desire for this. But I'm finding it impossible to proceed without
asking for some sort of process that would help me to work through that which remains.

The problem for me is this. My friend’s case is hung up with her not wanting to push it
forward. In order to cope with it, she has thrust the incongruent parts of it onto me. I fully
understand how her behavior effects you, and I have no desire to push the case forward for
her She is incapable of it and this reality must be honored. Yet the rub comes when I
think through the reasons for why she cannot move forward at this point. I realize that you
cannot do anything more for her until she does, but the issue for me is that she is stilf very
much caught in a vulnerable spot due to her unfinished dissertation and the way this
project renders her dependent on the good will of the Abbey and school. She will not be
free of this complication until she is done with her degree: So we all must sit in the void
and wait,

1 do trust that you will act appropriately when and if the time comes to do so. But in the
meantime, my life is being put on hold in a way that is intolerable for me. My situation
has been greatly effected by all the constraints and sécrecy surrounding her case, Ilost my
spiritual director, I've been denied access to a confessor for over two years now... and
when T talk through what has happened to me with anyone, the topic immediately shifts to
questions that relate to my friend’s situation. I’ve lost the support of friends, of the SOT,

5. Fra I’ve lost my y, except for my own inner ability to
it was e all this hap o

T've even been denied access to counseling on campus due to the possibility that it
would be interfered with “from above”. Even this logic that was so clearly statéd to me in
secret has been denied by the very people who voiced it ... such that it has been replaced
with a weak and unsubstantiated defensive claini that 1 “might” need more specialized help
than they could provide. This claim fusther cuts into my being, accusing me of being the
source of certain imagined problems that could cover up for what is really happening here.
Gradually I’ve been asked to take on the full brunt of what is not happening. I hold
information that goes cantrary to what is being presented to the public. I cannot keep this
knowledge inside without sharing it with at least those closest to me.. It is too essential...
and too seriously shattered to ignore. It is most basically a matter of sharing my struggles
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time to spend on such things. The Provost and the SOT are asking me to finish my degree
by May and T have my doubts as to this happening so fast after having had to switch

this
abstract
is no solution at all.
no who to
r he  ofth n
time needed 16 do atl that needs doing, but this has been denied. No one is willing to
acknowledge the whole of the problem. I need your help here. I’m caught within a lot of
partial solutions that T cannot follow through on in the time remaining without failing at
something that would be vital to the success of the whole. Iam willing to pay for and
follow through with counseling if it is done within a more supportive environment (and its
limitations are acknowledged). But at this point, such an environment does not exist. The
secondp em is m enter is ending in May as well (I was
toldbya nd he e nd for it).
1don’t want to stay any longer than I need to, but it seems that T need a little more time
than what has been dllotted to me, 1 ani asking only that all of these deadlines be extended
until Dec 2003. Tt would be a serious injustice if I was to be pushed through this mess too

quickl d is me. Iy Ctfecel I'm g for
much he fairnes t  rsare ed. if this
would d my stay | than are al ,it  matter of gi
me the that was lo to th ent in ause what 1
friend does not fit with official established truth, the supportI needed had been withdrawn
{and wit irr wa e by piece, pai
Over in, en oned after an i of assistance. At first 1

look normal (or at least I did) but then as a share myself with others, I find that I cannot
truly participate in anything due to what I know about my friend... T hold 2 poison cup in

my hand and Ifo 1 prot he
basics of sup be w inue es on

¢ rse? 1think it would help a lot just to

P that way we can let God help us to heal
what is wrong. We cannot solve my friend’s problems, but these more hidden (smaller)

) my own sep case, | my case could be

, st nowt the Is have rked through by
Maxine and by the Provost. [ just need the time to take both of these partial solutions
seriously...  Ineedtober it well in t st 1l
this chaos, not the thorn ’t out as if T

would not serve the truth, but only bury it further.

Sincerely in Christ,
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Skudlarek, William

From:

Sent: Friday, January 03, 2003 8:33 PM
To: '‘Klassen, John'

Subject: please....

Dear Abbot John,

I'm not sure that you got the letter | sent to Dec. 28", | was expecting to get a reply of some kind.
I'm not sure that you are understanding my int ... or the grave importance of my need to talk with you.
I'm not even sure that you are receiving the correspondence that I sent to you, given all the others who are

ing h the crisis. ersu at sm ndou
ot ound by it to nmy len chl can |
this way. | know that it is tearing into my life blood, thi tion tobe t
behind me.

g
first line of 1 [ just
olarge...lc king

about it... But then, the problem repeats, as each time try to touch d

ag t.

for you, at least, to it's OK of have t i on with
Ot I'm not going o m ed this. Even th it, 1 end hide
| ds beco
I have | wn tired ain the
lly not i anyone' i in search
to let it pass into the past.

But the fact remains that I'm stuck where 1 am. 1 would like to tell Fr. Landelin so that | can move passed it,
but I'm afraid this will start the whole fejection process all over again. I'm not even sure that he can hear the
status really Is around here. If you're not willing to spe

si
y
is r
ith) and that this h t the ve mer
mess. |feel that - resoluti the blem (the Pr  st’s inability to e for
me after three months of negotiating) is linked with this curse... I'm  ing that the wh place
SOT) wi hat | would simply di r,per .. wished into a ctive nan-
is to BE And when | get no reply e the Provost or you, my fear is

confirmed.
The facts here are ihat | was hurt twice in rapid succession and that | have taken these two simultaneous

ach other in very real ways... This double silence has
st indeed be a real constraint placed on me. | would

t | can't since they linger in the eyes of each of you as
. Couild you please heip me to break this silence????

| hope this makes more sense t0 you.

Sincerely in Christ,
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-----Qriginal Message-—--

Fromi! Klassen, John

Sent: Tuesday, August 21, 2001 3:16 PM
To:

Subject: Some questions...

Hello

9 p
p .
d d

f do think we shatld meet to talk about our plans for the
Thursday, but there is room an Friday, Let me& know if s

tom
with

is pretly
ks for yo

pond
nase's

, | am gone all day
John

OSB HOEFGEN_00267



Skudiarek. William

From:

Sent: Tuesday, January 07, 2003 11:08 AM
To: Klassen, John

Subject: new developments...

Jan. 7', 2003

Dear Abbot John,

T need to continue my one-sided dialogue with you. I pray that this further information will help you.
There are several new events which you should know about. At this point I found out through informal
channels that my work confract with the Abbey is not going to be renewed for another year,.. and that
this complies with a request made. by the school of theology (who ought not to have any say in the
matter). This situation is paralieled by harassment on the job by I understand that my

met with you to witness to my good conduct at work and to the problem of on-going
harassment, She and T both fear that her coming to my aid will also put her own job at risk. This is yet
one more example of the hidden effects that  abuse case has had on me, though the SOT is the more
direct cause of this problem. It is very trying on my nerves to be singled out in this way.

These employment problems are paralleled by a refusal on the part of my third committee member on
my MA comps board to grant me access to her class this spring even though this is not an unreasonable
request (and it is one that other students are allowed). The fact that this access is being denied me is
a serious indication that this professor is not willing to work with me. I am currently making plans to
have her removed from my comps board at ali costs. I will be meeting with the Provost on this matter
next week.

This is a continuation of a larger problem with the school's inability to protect student's rights, In
this regard, the part of this latest problem which the Provost does nat yet know is that T have
circumstantial evidence that she also breeched confidential information about me ta persons outside the
schoal (in a gimilar manner to the way that did). I have not gotten any compensation for
the damages caused by actions even thaugh my case against her is fairly well documented.
There seems to be no effective means for guaranteeing to students that they do indeed have a right to
confidentiality. I have kept this second incident secret {not reporting it fo the Provost) since I feared
that her retaliation could endanger my success of comps. I feel strangly that this recent refusal on
her part to let me sit in on her class is a defensive move on her part or af least a continuation of the
same maltreat of me and that this warrants her removal from the board.

As T laid apen to you in my last letter, the problem seems to be snow-balling. Thus far I have taken
quiet measures 1o solve it since it is connected my  more sensitive cdse, but my protection of her is
turning out to be my undaing. I'm feeling more and more that I need a lawyer. Still I dream of
resolving things minimally s0 that I don't have to. I still feel that you are committed o a fair resalution
to all this, but expect that you are having dif ficulty figuring out what is really going on. I too have had
a lot of trouble sorting through all the tangled pieces of evidence, Howeaver, after so many attempts to
explain the whole of the mess, I'm more inclined to just focus on what would allow me to move beyond it.
I think that I have indeed become a secondary victim here and that I have very few means available for
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extracting myself. Meeting with you to workout a minimum arrangement would bring me great peace.

I feel that your help is essential here given that both the interests of your representative, Fr. Bill 5.,
and these of the SOT have been well served by ignoring my case and playing it of f against itself. T have
thus far been willing to try to keep my story out of print inorder  case not be exposed. But it is also
true that the SOT has taken advantage of my silence, justifyihg inaction due to my case being so closely
linked with the Abbey's need for secrecy. This even interfered with my search for counseling support
as I reported to you previously, and the same hoppened when T sought out a confessor. ... Now I'm losing
my goad reputation at work over this. Can't anything be dane? I am more than willing to forgive anyone
for past events once some order can be reestablished, but need some rather tangible help first.

1. that a new third member be appointed to my comps board. (1 would be willing to change my minor to
systematics in order to do this)... and I would ask that this person be Dr. Evans (and that he not evade the
politics involved by refusing the request). I will work with the Provost on this.

2. that I be given the assrance of residency on campus until September to finish comps if this arrangement
doesn't bear fruit this spring. (I remain committed to trying io complete the MA this spring, but need the
assurance that prior improprieties of certain faculty not be allowed to i with this process). 1don't feel
that it should be necessary to take these people to court before being granted this protection, either, since this
effectively nullifies the promise that students do have a right to confidentiality. What is not proactively
protecied cannot be assured. Thus far the Provost has aot been able to protect me on this count,

3. Iwould also ask that my job situation be reviewed by neutral persons and that its continuance not be linked
with the school's politics since I am most clearly an employec of the Abbey and not merely a student worker.

T look forward to your reply as soon as you get the chance,
Sincerely in Christ,
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Some questions... Page 1 of 1

Skudlarek, William

From:
Sent:  Wednesday, January 15, 2003 10:51 AM
To: Klassen, John

Subject: RE: Some questions...

Dear Abbot John,

I wish to clarify one point, I've been trying to be brief in hopes of being heard, but that might be
making me sound a bit threatening. I'm in a dialogue this week with Patty Epski that is helping. She
recognizes the need to address certain legal issues in the SOT. What I want to make clear is that I
have an absolute minimum in mind when I speak of "compensation" for the damages caused, and that
this refer solely to the situation in the SOT. This means simply and specifically that I need to be
given back the time lost. I'm not talking about any monetary settlements or even of any need to bring
out the whole of the story in public in order to "punish" anyone. T fully pian to leave both my job and
my apartment when Dve finished with school. I would hope that would be as early as the end of the
summer term, but if things continue to take more time than they should due to interference coming
from fallout related to these legal issues, I will need more time (it might even be that too much time
has been lost already in order to finish the MA by May, but [ will try to do so).

I feel that this is a focused, minimal and reasonable request. The talks I have had with the Provost
also seemed to concur that this is reasonable. The vulnerable point seems to be with his not having a
strong power base from which to speak and act. So far I'm willing to go with the process. I'm not
looking for an easy way out, but only a fair one. If the process cannot come up with a fair resolution
we will nieed to do something more.

I hope this helps you. At this point I am focused solely on the complications caused by

slanderous breech of my right to privacy and how this seriously compromised my tature at a
time when the case with A required that I remain absolutely silent. I trust you far, far more than I do
the SOT. Let us pray that all these problems will slip into history with no more trouble. My friend
is on her own now. [ doubt if I will ever talk with her again... though I am praying for all involved.

Peace,

1/15/03
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a response.. Page 1 0f 2

JeK

‘From: | S o
Sent:  Tuesday, January 21, 2003 8:13 PM

To: JBK

Subject: RE: a response...

Peace to all how can hear it and fo those who can't...too,

----- Ot 1 Message~n---
From:
Sent: Tue 1/21/2003 11:11 AM
To:
Ce:
Subject; a response...
January 21, 2003
2/5/2003
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_ @ responsc,
School of Theology
Dear
if
or ll his situation. I¢ a5s
to I need to extract nfession” from her, There is no need for

secrecy on the part of the abbey. There is only one person who can make a relevant comment
on this issue

f
dent that the University will facilitate this to
ensure that your progress is not hindered.

staff of Raphael Hall to decide.

I do hope that this is helpfulto  wa are on your studics and your
future. I pray that the Holy Sp  wi rst this spring.
Sincerely tn Christ,

Abbot John Klassen, OSB

27512003
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JBK

From: Reinhart, Dietrich

Sent: Tuesday, January 21, 2003 11:57 PM
To: JBK

Subject:

Johp, Patti has been working on this.

—~-~-Original Message-—--

From: Relnhart, Dietrich

Sent; Tuesday, January 21, 2003 11:55 PM
To; Epsky, Patti

Subject; FW: disturbing memorles

welcome back, Patti, There is a human rights procedure. It is the only one which we follow.

D
————— Original Message-----
From: ) ]
Sent: Tuesday, January 21, 2003 11:40 AM
To: Reinhart, Dietrich
Subject: disturblng memorles
Enough said,
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¢ Yd be willing to talk with you, or Patti, or the Provost about this other case, Let me know what you would prefer and | will

y.
rely and with a desire that a gentle spirit prevalf,

-—--QOriginal Message-—--

From; Reinhart, Dietrich

Sent: Fridav, November 01, 2002 8:29 PM
To:

Cc: Smorynski, Hénry; Smolik-Day, Sherry
Subject: Response to your e-mall of Oct 29

Dear

Today I had an opportunity to discuss with Patti Epsky your e-mail from eardier in the week. I was
encouraged to hear that you are continuing to work with the Provost to come to a resolution about
your masters program in the SOT. I am very grateful to Dr, Smorynski for his efforts to facilitate
the agreement between you and Dr. Cahoy. The agreement is a positive step and I urge you te

follow its provisions.

You indicate that you are bringlng various concerns to our Human Rights Office. I have full
confldence In Sherry Smolik-Day's abilities to interpret the applicability of cur Human Rights
policies to complaints which are brought to her. At the same time, I urge you to take advantage of
Dr. Smorynski's assistance in resolving whatever aspects of your academic program still need to be
worked out, so that you can simply work to complete your degree. Being able to focus on specific
tasks is often a powerful way to find some peace of mind, however provisional, a peace of mind

that no one can take from you.

Dr. Smorynski has worked hard to facilltate that capacity to focus on a trusted path. He Speaks
with the ultimate decision~making authority in academlc matters and has my full support. He is an
eminently fair and wise man and will ensure that your rights are protected in completing your

studies at Saint John's.

Sincerely,
Br. Dletrich

Dietrich Reinhart, OSB
President

Saint John's University
Collegeville, MN 56321
e-mall:

phone: 320-363-2247
fax: 320-363-2984
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SAINT JOHN'S ABBEY

BOX 2015
COLLEGEVILLE, MINNESOTA 56321-2015

GFRICE QF THE ARBDT

Tarruary 23, 2003

Sister Rechel Crotti (415 433-1588 phone)
(4154216049 fax)

Denx Sister Rachel,

First lat me extend to you greetings for a blessed Christmas Season and o New Year
nurtured in God’s grace!

Severa] weels ago Francis Hoefgen and I spoke about the possibifify of taking some time
to do voluntezr work in Aftica and we had a good conversation. Just recently I leaned that you
reguested a recommendation from me to support iy desire at this time. It i§ for this veeson thet T
am writing (0 you today. ! do believe it wounld be important for our cormhity to have a
couuection with Africu and I feel vary positive about his request.

Tiran hag bean a faithful monk of this monastery sincs his graduation from Saint John's
University in ] 972 with & degree in philosophy and psychology. Following his profession of
final vows in 1976 he pursued ordination to serve in the local Chureh and in our monastery. He
was ordained in 1979 and served in (wo parfshes for a period 6f 13 years, during which time he
Has done wonderFu! work and has many friends in both parishes he served in during that time
netind, He has manifested a deep love of the people of God and been very crentive in his service

in these parishes.

In 1983 Fran did have a sexval inoident with a 17 year old boy while in parish mrinistry.
Following \hs incident Fran receiverd professional help to understand his actions and to male fhe
necessary changes in his life, He completed an extensive time of therapy at Saint Tuke’s-
Institute and received a positive evaliiation lo veturs to ministey, Following treatment he served
in positions of wust withont incident and tien returned to the abbey after seven years where he

service he did extraordipary work and T do ngt have muy concerns about giving, a
recopnmendation for & period of volunteer work i Afiica,

Over the past three years Fran also completed o propram of study at Creighton University
{n Omaha in their Christian Spixitnality Program to be Spiritua) Director and to give diregted
relreats. He has also given community tetreats to Ursuline Nuns, Pranciscan Woman's
Communities, Benedictine Sisters, School Sisters of Notre Dame, and Sisters of the Sacred Heart;
all of which have given very positive feedback following the retreats.

PHONE 320 363-2594  FAX 320 3638-3082
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I also want to say that Fran hs a solid prayer life and is seeking to deepen his awareness
of the presence of God in the poor and with those who suffer pair. Over the past ten years Fran
as al ame a ograph d his ph for m
publ cam H tyism  stinhis d wil
wiich manifests his eye for beauty.

I believe that Frar's experience in Africa will enhance our ows community upon his

return as he desives to open his mind and heart through this experience with the poor. At this
open (0 new

_ perceive my positive
support for this new experience for Fran that will certeinly have a profound effect on him and
those who corae in contact with him. Alse those who work with hiin will cettainly enjoy his
ge L wil ill be nw er  achyhei It
yo y ple me d 320 25 Pencebe !
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JBK

From: Feders, Joseph ‘
Sent:  Saturday, January 25, 2003 3:51 PM
To: JBK

Subject: Abuse related

neone nrre A ShinoroamawmoiTonow MREROTT

Dear Abbot John,

Sorry to b ou with Il rece this email and ! ht want to see it
since she certain jons a you. Plus, she the end that |
send it to you.

| to meet her.Im  th hertwice lastyeartotalk  u nal

d t, and it d up bei lot of babble. She needspr s p.

Peace,

Joseph

-----Original Message-----

From;

Sent: Saturday, January 25, 2003 3:25 PM
To: Feders, Joseph
Subject: can we meet?

Dear Fr. Joseph,
I am wondering if I could have anather talk with you. It's been a while and a lot has

happened to deescalate the crises that overwhelmed our last talk. Some of my emotional
tangles have been unwound; I still need some help with athers. My time here at 5t, John's has
had both positive and negative aspects that T need to begin to integrate if I'm going to be
able to attain the freedom I need to move on. I'm still keeping up correspondence with a few
communities of sisters, but it is more obvious than ever that I need to let go of “here” first
before making any definite plans for the future. There are three good choices on the horizon
at this point, but I really do need to focus first on the lessons I'm learning here.

T keep haping that a resolution can be redched on a few lingering misunderstandings. This
is rather serious business that needs to be done quietly and with a solemn focus that would
allow me to respect everyone involved, and allow them to respect me. T need 1o build a solid
wall around the “abuse” case that T have been involved with so I don't have to keep bringing it
up. There are some rather large (life-threatening) ethical questions still dangling. If I don't
address this in some sort of formal way, I'm going to carry it with me and most probably
continue o expose it in the presence of others in ways that are not healthy or respectful
(despite my desire to table it). There are just too many sharp edges and open wounds that
need to be healed. Still, I remain optimistic here and committed to some deep, serious honest
talk, However, it seems as if I tend to be perceived of a5 trying to *reopen the case” for
merely selfish, short term gain... like to gossip or with intent to extort favors that would help
me to win power aver the SOT. It hurts to even think of the situation in such terms.

Still, that's what I'm having to live with since certain people seem to not be able to
attribute any better motives to me. This view of who I am and what I'm looking for has

2/5/2003
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devastated my self-esteem and left me no place to live out and explore who I really am. Every
time this part of my experience at St. John's comes up in a high-level conversation, my needs
get entirely covered over by those of the primary victim, I have been described by an expert
on trauma as a “secandary victim” having been so close to the case as to even take on "primary
victim characteristics”. This kind of language scares me, most especially since the very
existence of the whole case has been of ficially denied. My life has been very much distorted
and discredited in the process and no one seems to notice or to care, I was asked to report
the case to the Abbot and was initially very, very hesitant to do so. I did so only to help my
friend. Now I'm slowly turning into a villain in same people’s eyes since L know things that are
now officially declared to NOT EVER HAVE HAPPENED.

I have no “official” way to make sense of my time here except to go along with this
negative label and try to return back into silence. There is so little left of me to go forward
with, though, since so much of my problems with the SOT readlly are interwoven with these
secrets. I continue to hold rather serious information that just doesn’t fit with the surface
of things and feel that this has caused me a lot of real damage that may even cause me to fail
to finish my MA, Even if I focus solely on the abuse case, though, there are some real
problems. What I know contradicts the Abbot's claims to the point that it sounds like he's
trying to cover things up.

I have asked to talk with him about the lingering ethnicat issues so that I can come to
terms with the situation somehow and go on with my life. But I'm guessing that there are
some hard legal issues involved with doing this face-to-face. I'm thinking that maybe you
could help by hearing my side of things and helping me 1o explore them in a safe context?

Maybe that would be enough for me. I keep hoping that there is a way for me to tell the
whole of the story to someone on the “inside” of the Abbey and have this be heard quietly
(and have me hear a real human person respond ta me). The idea would be to explore the
rough edges and put them into a context where some cormmon ground could be found... some
way to say the same thing so more completely so that it makes sense and respects the
goodness that all of us bring. I don’t doubt this goodness. The problem is with the continued
need for secrecy and the way that this cuts into the truth, Know that I have no desire to
speak this truth in any other setting. The primary victim is currently totally unable to deal
with the case at this point. Still, this doesn't negate the fact that she fully and freely
consented to sharing it with me for days and months on end. What I have heard is real. At
its core it is most certainly not mere gossip, In fact, my listening to her and taking away the
shock of the events was what helped her to choose life over suicide that first spring. It's no
mere coincidence that I have taken on some serious emotions related 1o her situation, They
were given to me by her and with her consent. I just need to find a way to settle (fully talk
through) the lingering ethical questions this insider knowledge has left me with. If the caseis
covered over t0o soon, it may never come to a peaceful space later on, We're talking deep
truth here. I don't want to be the one to obstiruct it (and then have to meet up with God). It
comes to that, really.

Thus, I have no desire to do violence here, but just the opposite. I do believe that we can
all be found to be acting in genuine ways that can be respected.... so that no one needs to
stand convicted by the truth claims of the other. This needs 1o be done fact-to-face with
someone on the inside, though. I keep trying to make sense of things by talking with other

2/5/2003
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people and that's not good. It's hurting me as much as anyone. Still, I can't just stop without
some sort of closure. The whole thing has been coming open like a smelly old wound. T don’t
want to live with this wound,

I can trust you to be honest and not evade the issues (since I already know you weil enough
at this point to trust you)... Also, you all on the inside can trust that, if it is youthat T talk
with, T will need to be deeply honest (since I need to be this way with you on my vocation
discernment toa). I don't ever want to separate my life here from what I'm sharing with the
sisters. It would never work to run from these problems in that way. I need to settle things,
period. That's the only way T'll be free enough to move on. Can you understand what I'm
asking here? I expect that you would need to talk with the Abbot first (perhaps) before
responding to what I have put down on paper here. You can share this email with him if you
like. However, the point of talking with you on this stuff would be to avoid the kind of legal
tangles that seem to be obstructing healthy conversation. With I'm suggesting here feels a
lot like the sacrament of reconciliaticn to me, but a bit more mutual. We tend to be mare
informal with such matters out in Wyoming, so T have great confidence in the process.
There's lots of room for the Spirit in this. It's just that I just need to be able to close things
of f and can think of no other way to do it that would work. But enough said, I hope this

makes sense to you,

Peace,

2/5/2003
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Skudlarek, Willlam

From; H F

Sent: S o 25,2003 8:17 AM
To: Klassen, John

Subject: Information/Personal

Abbot John,

Thank you for sending the recommendation before you left for the Bahamas. The pieces are
coming together well and 1 hope to have final dates next week for my departure with more
information as well. Since it looks like it will be around the week of February 16! perhaps you
could walt on the information in your letter? A note could be put up before my departure or
whatever you feel is best. | am away from Saint John’s until February 2" and will get back to
you as soon as | have information for you. Are there specific things you would like to know? |
may not know myself just yet but will do my best.

Again, | thank you from the bottom of my heart; | am so excited and energized about this
possibility of grace. | spoke with Timo, chair of the Peace and Justice Committee, about the
committee supporting me from their discretionary alms and donations. He was very excited
and felt this would not be a problem. | am planning on meeting with them after February 2™,
This should take care of the financial concerns that | have and will be all set. | hope this helps
Benedict knowing that he does not have to find funds from somewhere. | look forward to

talking to you soon,
Peace,
Fran

OSB HOEFGEN 00280



Skudlarek, William

From: Howfgen, Francls
Sent: Friday, February 14, 2003 12:03 FM
To: Klassen, John
Cc: Pedrizett, Raymond; Backous, Timolhy
Subject: Afrlca Updata
Abbot John,
arR me ning r request about an Africa update. This is what i
have! ned jju with F ache! this morning in California and probably
big rigiamr that ike this does not y-
ple work on leng ¢ and at a slower P n

take a longer time. | have come to realize that iy axpectation that | could go to Africa to do
volunteer work for three months this spring Is logistically not possible. What has happened i
that thars have been volunteesrs in the plpe line far several months and a number of the places
are full at this time. 1t was not possible in Inserf me on a short notice.

Sister Rachel has heen calllng places in Ethiopla, Tanzania, & Kenya and the situation
Js the same. | need to plan ahead to take advantage of this opportunity. Sister Rachel

| attend the week sesslon in Texas e hen | be
to do volunt ork in {'ve also coms to t three
time frame for volunteering Is too short. She felt that a six month time frame Is more realistic
to bo an effective volunteer. | would atso be in the 'pipe line” to work In Ethiapia, which is my
orlginal desire. The greatest need Is in Ethiopia and that Is still my desire.

Quite honestly, your support of me has been very uplifting and sustaining during this
time of transition. With that support § wou!d be maore than happy to continua my work with
Landelin while holding on to'my desire to do this volunteer work whan the door Is opened for
me. To hava that opportunity on tha horizon ts very life giving for me and | hope and pray you
find it In your heart to continue your support of this request of mine to do this voluntear work.
| do not want to let go of this chance of a life time and the addiflonal fime can only help me in
my preparations.

| do believe this will be an important connection for our monastary in the future and will
be both healing and life glving for me personatly. | spoke with Tima aboul this possibility
since he Is the chalr of the Peace and Justice Committee and he felt strongly that the
committee would support my request financially to do this important work. | dfsc spoke with
Benedict about the support of the Peace and Justice Committee and he felt com le with
that situation as wall. -

At this time | stll] fee| strangly about my request and [ pray that it can move forward with

the above to make It a reality. Perbaps we can talk about this more upon

your return
Peace,
Fran

OSB HOEFGEN 00281



Page 1 of 3

Skudlarek, William

From:
Sent:  Sunday, February 23, 2003 2:03 PM
To: Klassen, John

Subjact: reflections and prayer for peace

Dear Abbot John,
Your last email arrived only hours after I voiced a fear that certain links between . case and the

other casé (that she named--in the SOT) might be interfering with my current efforts to find a fair
settlement of my own problems with the SOT. I get the feeling that you continue to look toe
nsmrowlyat . situation. I fully acknowledge the appropriatencss of obstaining from any public
statements, but I was referring to what . had freely divulged to me and trying to address only that
part of it which seems related to my own defense, I continue to suffer from all this silence... and I'm
shocked at depth at your distaricing yourself from me. It seems punitive and self-seeking. 1came to
you over two years ago under pressure to tel] you about a case that was confirmed by others as having
a reasonable amount of certainty that it was a real case of abuse. I gave you information whenever it
seemed to shed some light on the situation and was thanked by Licari for doing so. I consistantly
obstained from divulging extra, peripheral information that  had given me (such as this other case in
the SOT) because it didn't pertain to the issue at hand. 1only add it now because it seems reasonable
that the person involved might know that ¥ know of that case. The fear that this might be yet one more

cause th Id as been so i {reating
my own W school wi
The tangle here is emmense even if this "other c e been

severely damaged emotionally and have consistantly asked for your help as well as for the help of
others and have had these requests entirely ignoted for months if not forever. I'keep slipping further
away from belief in the church; there is no tangible evidence that you all are capable of an organized
loving response to such problemis... and it would seem increasingly evident that both school and
Abbey are intent on ignoring, covering up my case and pushing me beyond this place without doing
anything to compensate for wrongs done against me. I'have been cut out of the circle of life, and I'm
becoming weary of trying to retum to it since I continue to be ignored and even more painfully
1 continue to be blamed for the whole mess. Such an aggressive defense would seem to be a
deliberate attempt to mask the reality here. Recently, Fr. Luke asked me to believe that your word
came direct from God, even when your word consisted only of silence. 1refused. I cannot interprete
your silence as the will of God for me I continue to fear that.  case did not follow the public policy
which you now have in place for dealing with potential abuse cases. Iwake up with this fear
repeatedly... What you say to me in secret and how things really happened do not match what you say
in public about "policy now inplace"... and then you go on to say that even previcus Abbots had been
following this. I'm confused deeply.... very deeply.

The public complaints that you monks are "above the law" seems to be frue...

I'm trying to live with this reality and find it demoralizing. Idon't wish to
seek out justice here for  with her not willing to do so, but I do need to find some inner peace. This
can only come from hearing you speak to me (both of her case and of mine, but at least for hers)... it
would help to see the words emerge from your face. The silence just makes me more worricd.

Words are sacred utterances... they don't exist in reality without consequences. Ineed some way of
trusting you and the Church. Dialogue is essential. I see no way to do this with the SOT, but maybe
we can start with ~ case?

What lies the deepest in my heart about this case is that it (the inappropriate touching) was for her
only the tip of a larger problem. The confusing thing for me, experiencing her case from the inside as

2/24/03
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T have done, is that the sexual part of it is/was related i to the deeper issues she had.
She became sexually vulnerable at the very point at which she was experiencing the lifelessness of
(he school's administrative and theological stance. She was looking for life, spiritual life, and kept
striving to clean up her relationship with F at every tum... I fear that she was unable to do so because
of F not being willing to do so (which s related to his position of power that allowed him to set the
tone). 1 fear that she was not free to back out of the physical commitment since she feared that she
would be abandoned entirely for doing so. I'm also desturbed by your withholding information about
F's past record which would have helped  to judge the situation more realistically. Talso worry that
her ongoing visits with hirii for a year and a half beyond this point gave F ample time to convince her
of whatever he might have wished to do, leaving her with a false consciousness of being a seducer
and eventually of being the cause of his defrocking. Even I felt some sorrow for this and continue to
believe that he could still function as a priest. We are 2 broken people. Tdo not stand in judgment
here (as one wishing to punish anyone), but only in amazement that an abuse policy so well worded
could not penitrate this case any further than this... It hurts me deeply to hear that  has now been sa
humiliated as to need to lie to you in order to ensure that she is included within the circle of favored
friends of the Abbey. Iknow that you would never require this, ever. But she is trapped in this logic
and unable to speak for herself. This is degrading for her, despite your best intentions, I'm sure.

However, what I can see that is potentially growthful here is some sort of commitment to
reforming the school. Idon't see this happening. Your conversations on Benedictine values are a bit
thin, most especially when placed next to all the silence that T am experiencing. I do not place the
blame on you monks, but rather on the people directly involved in running the school. For example,
long ago you suggested that I should be given a reason for why I was not allowed to write a thesis.
None was given, my theology was crudely labeled as "idolatrous” in the midst of a harsh conversation
with the Dean that also covered up the breach of confindentiality case that I wished to bring forward.
This case was confirmed much later by teh Provost as serious one, yet still not acted upon in any way
that would return to me the time that I lost. My Writing coritinueés to be rejected (even before it is
read), and I continue to be blamed for my failure to progress towards the completion of my degree
(with absolutely no meantion of any of these othier matters--even the illegal ones). There has been no
justice despite your claim that they were capable of this. I continue to hesitate to take legal action due
to. case being linked to this one and now also due to my emotional state. I'm not able to endure so
much hostility without encuring more damage to my person, I'm feeling very, very trapped by all
this.

1too am a victim here. I stand naked before power stripped of my right to speak--deformed by the
willful contortions of my voice. Like a doll, T am dressed up to appear as someone undeserving of
serious attention. This is a childish response, yet the more I protest, the more it is inflicted on me, 1
continue wounded, but I must strive, for the love of God, to bring this deeper darkness to light. Tam
not trying to expose  here, but to speak for her at this deepest level. If sex appears as 4 dim glimmer
of light here (though also a trap), it is because of the harsh, etemal darkness that surrounds it...
because of the pride and ego involvement that has so distorted the theological vision of St. John's and
so thoroughly compromized the public voices of those representing its school. You must remember
that is a specialist in evaluating such things. She and I found plenty to talk about that year she was
here, and it is this doeper, dark tension which drove her to seek a more spiritually meaningful
relationship with F.

I carry thesé things in my heart, Abbot John. They are at the center of my experience here, an
experience that continues to work its way into the core of my being, I could never hope to move
beyond it merely by teaving this place. This has not been possible for  cither. Isaw last fall in

a shell of herself. She continues to wobble, Iam doing no better. 1wish only to walk
beyond this by attaining some assurence that justice is possible, at least for those who are able to
pursue it, I contine to ask for this justice with the hope that it will also give .hope. We need to

start someplace, OK?

2/24/03
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This is where my case stands. T will need to extend my time here unti} December due to
difficulties and delays experienced in transferring the authority for reading my paper to a professor
outside the circle of those who have black-listed me (a proféssor from ). Tt took four
months of hard, traumatic negotiating with the Provest to make this alternative happen... Now I'm
struggling with ongoing abuse while I write it and a severe shortage of time. I will be secking a
"psychological” release from the time limits that I was forced into agreeing fo so that I can continue
to make progress on this paper and move on to the comps next fall. 1 have been accused of not
wishing to make progress (of stalling out intentionally for God knows what reason). This is not frue.
I want like hell to get out of here, but need to do it with my dignity intact. There is no one to take my
side here. Ican contest their judgments of my motives and ability, but there is no one listening to
me. The conversation simply does not happen. 1am guilty withont a trial here. Pushed into the
garbage by people who have plenty of their own sins to hide. Where is that justice here? Where is the
hope of a better future? What is lefl to cling to besides someone's fleshy body? Do you see where
the sexual temptations come in? Not that I am tempted, but that this can sometimes be the only
source of liglit for peeple. Please, could you tum on the lights?

Sincerely,

2/24/03
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Personal/Africa Blessing Update

JBK

From:
Sent:
To:

Klassen, John

Monday, March 10, 2003 8:30 AM
JBK

Subject: FVV. Personal/Africa Blessing Update

Original Messagg-----

From: Hoefgen, Francis

Sent: Sat 3/8/2003 7:49 PM

To: Klassen, John

Ce: Pedrizetti, Raymond; Backous, Timothy
Subject: Personal/Africa Blessing Update

Abbot John,

Page t of 1

An update at this time, at the suggestion of Sister Rachel Cotti, Father Killian
McDonnell, and Father Kevin Seasoltz | had mentioned to you my offer of six
months of service to Africa to enahle my request to come to life. | am thrilled to let
you know that | have been invited to six months of service in Tanzania beginning
in November 6f 2003. The good news about this offer is that the three week
training in Texas is no longer needed; hence | can be here for the community
retreat in June, It's a long story how this all evolved through phone calls and
emails over three months but it has given me an injection of life. More later,

Fran

3/10/2003
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JBK

From:

Sent: Wednesday, March 12, 2003 11:10 AM
To: JBK

Subject: Fr Fran

Good morning Abba:

With many things on your plate, this is small potatoes, but because we have discussed it before, | want to check in with
you again:

} spoke with Fr. Fran yesterday, and he fold me about his plans for Africa:and his new timeline. He is very excited~—and |
am very happy for him.

Because he is going to be here through this Spring (and Summer), he asked if | wanted to go ahead and schedule a Muffin
Morning/Card Sale. | would like to do this. But | want to check with you.

We had talked about this before because of our concern about some students’ concerns; those students are not on
campus this term. | have also had a large number of students ask for the card sale. Itis a welcomed tradition and

enjoyable (but low maintenance) event.

Fr. Fran and | looked at Wednesday morning, March 28, and Wednesday morning, July 16, as the two dates for a card
sale (one for Spring, one for Summer).

I'd like to do this, with your permission. My plan is to not advertise these very much-—since the March one is soon, ] will
simply put a note in our students’ mailboxes a couple days before and it will be a pleasant surprise and nice event—we do
not have classes that day, so | think a number of students will enjoy the refreshments and time to shop. The summer
event will just be part of our traditional line up (the summer card sale was the beginning of this tradition)

I hope to hear from you soon. Thanks for your time with this. (And so many things...)

Peace to you,

OSB HOEFGEN_00286
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Skudlarek, William

From: .
Sent:  Thursday, March 13, 2003 7:55 PM
To: Klassen, Jobhn

Subject: searching

Dear Abbot John,

T'i searching for a path back info life. I'm writing to you to clarify my thinking, but also because T
want o reconcile and start over. I'm not sure how te do this or what exactly needs doing. I feel much
more peaceful now after sending you that last email with all the lingering details in it. I didn't want to
write oll that down and would have been happier to tell you all that verbally so that no lasting record of it
would remain. But you resisted my attempts to do so, so I wrote it. What seems good about it is that I
haven't been worrying about any of that stuff after I wrote it down and sent it to you. I think that the
urge to talk it over is passing and that my need (to act responsibility on what I know) is indeed ending. I
could not end this on my own, because it wouldn't end, period. T believe that God himself was stirring in me
50 that I would try again and again to organize and distil the truth frem all the talking and listening I gid
with . She is o very complex woman and very much able to get me hooked an trying te help her. That has
ended. I do feel free of her even though it might not have had to come to this,

But there is a lot in my own life that is still very, very tangled. T'm facing a lot of it now by seeking
professional counseling help. However, I still doubt that this will "settle” matters. My inner map s just so
different culturally. Well meaning advice can cause me a lot of damage. I need to test everything
thoroughly and there is no guarantee that 6 counselor will be willing to let me keep so much power over my
life. I've met some recently that just aren't helpful. I've spent a lot of money on these attempts and will
be doing more of this. The financial bind alane is destabilizing in a big way. I am asking very seriously (with
a strong, strong need) to be allowed to stay on campus until December, The Dean has been strongly
resisting my request and is requiring that I get a “psychological release” in order to justify staying on, I
will not be able to take comps this spring due to the stress and anxiety that I'm struggling with {and to my
reading disability and the lingering trauma of writing a paper that is not well understood by the professors
here), It would be really easy for me to lose my balance now. I have so very, very few supports, Mike
Ewing is going to help me to ask the Provast for an extension on my housing till December.
continues to be a great source of anxiety for me after all that he has done to block my pragress. I don't
have the capacity anymore to face him, period. Too much has happened. I'm really wounded now.

I need this degree to be able to have any confidence at all in myself. I know that it is not too hard, but
just the opposite, I needed more of a challenge, and a fair one. The professor I'm writing my paper for
(David Fagerberg) will be starting tenure-track at Notre Dame next fall, He and I have had some edifying
emails over the topic. I confinue to be groteful for the insights that we are working out. It's turningintaa
modern theology of the Cross as it appears in the lives of the traumatized poor. I'm following Dorethy Day
into the forest of modern Russian thought. It binds together a lof of what I've been trying to say on my
own. It is essential for my future to pound my way through all the doubt that my life has presented me
with, The hypocrisy of the rich Christian haunts me. T don't wish to point it out directly, but to look at ail
the unconscious twists and rationalizations that have developed over the centuries. Compassion digs deep
into compulsien, gradually and feebly exposing its false logic from below. Yet the results are no less
sturdy... but really much more so. The principalities of this world exude strong temptations which hide and
contort the Truth. The Russian literary critics are powerful friends 1o have and I rejoice that they are
now somewhat free from the terror which imprisoned them these long years, I also just picked up a book

3/14/03
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(2003) on the Pakistani Bishop who committed suicide/martyrdom recently to bring attention to his people’s
suffering at the hands of a new fanatical Muslim government. The story was covered over and swamped
soon after by the explosion of Pakistan's first atomic bomb, I'm studying the dreadful pelitical silences
that today's prophet/martyrs live in and how their lives don't translate into English very well (similar to the
way that mine doesn't).

I have been willing to let this project take over my life... and I continue to be tatally serious about it.
Few native English-speaking Americans can travel this path. I just barely have the courage to do so... and
the current resistance from the SOT makes this all the harder... then with . case added, I have had too
much happen to me, But T still want nofhing more than to finish this paper (responsibly to the end as
always). The topic lends itself o an emotionally exhausting cohclusion. It is "extreme” Christianity to say
the least and it demands my all just to be able fo grasp it even en an elemental level, I'm no longer trying to
write a “thesis” here, but to just be able to say the minimum that would reveal the pattern that I'm
experiencing so vividly. I can't let go of this pattern, It's is the work of God that I'm getting a glimpse
of. But then, when it is finally on paper, I do want to rest and gain back some strength. I think God has
this in his plan for me toc.. and that I can do all this before December (paper, rest and then comps).

I'm telling you all this so that you will hear what's at the center of my heart and not just hear *about”
me from others. Iam also very much searching for any kind of gesture or action that might help me to
unburden myself from the secrecy that I've had te carry for the Abbey. I want to ask you to consider two
things. One is still to provide me with some small way to reconcile with yau directly (or perhaps indirectly
somehow)—Either way, maybe Mike Ewing even, or Maxine could help me do this).. or maybe this could take
the form of a new challenge to replace the old {unreldted ta it). If you remember, I was compelled to come
to Abbot Timothy by Fr. Jonathon and then  pushed my hard ta come to you—then later accused me of
terrible things. buring these early days I had claithed I was willing te do so, and T will own this claim. But
the event as a whole still cut a hole in my heart., I need te deal with this hole.. but I'm not sure how. Is
there some opposite (healthy) challenge that I could be called ot this point that would reverse all these
bitter tangles? Like 8r. Julian, I wish to be a loyal person... but lately I've been forced to contradict myself
with no way out. At this point, maybe there is a way out?

The second request I have is to have my job in the retirement center extended for the fall term since

T will still be a student and will need to finance all this extra stuff. I cauld time shore the job with
someane or cut some of the hours and still get by, Even more than the tmoney, though, I will need a place to
feel positive about myself and to have some sort of supportive community around me. After June my
current contract ends and I will have very little to structure my life dround, I don't want to stay after I
graduate in December but it would really be an affirmative action to give me that much of aii extension. My

needs same support af this time t00. We work well together, and I really depend
on the depth of her compassion for your elder monks. She has been sunshine for me as well as for many
ather people.

But this is enough said. I will continue to pray for the sunshine hat T need now to recover, I cannot
give much to others till T work through some of this pain. My entire future is riding on what T do with all
this in the next few months in particular. Please, do what you can do. I'm feeling really vulnerable, but I'm
not entirely without hope. Please, if you can, sénd me something, soime sign that will increase my copacity to
hope. I feel that I've been doing what T can do to move beyond the tangles and rebuild... That's all I can

do,

Praying for Peace,

3/14/03
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October 4, 2003

Abbot Jahn,

1 am tequesting one year of exclaustration for the purpose of vopational
discernment.

Sinoerely;

0.8.B.

. fﬁ?% @8,
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Octaber 8, 2003
Abbot John,

Peace,

o
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Update

Date of Ordinatiom
22 June 1979

2001 Certificate in Spititual Direction and Directed Retreats (Creighton

3 November 2003

Last Name First Name (Religious Name)

Hoefgen Francis

Dat:a of Birth

29 August 1950

Date of First Profession Date of Final Profession

11 July 1973 ' 11 July 1976

EDUCATION

B.A. 1972 St. John’s University (Theology)

M.A. 1978 St. Yohn’s University (Scripture)
University)

ASSIGNMENTS

Socius of Novices

St. John's Abbey 1977 - 1978

Transitional Deacon

St. Boniface Parish

Hastings, Miniesota 1978 —1979

Associate Pastor

St. Boniface Church

Cold Spring, Minnesotd 1979 - 1984

Associate Pastor
St. Elizabeth Ann Seton
Hastings, Minnesota

Guestmaster
St. John’s Abbey

Chaplain
St. Benedict Monastery

1984 — 1992

1995 —2002

1995 —2002
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Guest Program Supportive Role July 1, 2002 — 2003

CURRENT NON-PAYROLL JOB
Coordinator of monastic gardening projects May, 1, 2003-2003

INTERESTS OR HOBBIES
- Photography
" Greeting Cards and Postcards from his Photos
Flower Gardens by BVM shrine
Icons
Twins Baseball
Retreats and Preaching
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Tran Hoefgen letter 2-11-04.don Pags 1 of2

Abbot John Klassen's private account

From: Hoefgen, Francls

Sent;  Friday, March 12, 2004 10118 AM

To: Abbot Joir Klassen's private account

Cc: Pedrizetti, Raymand, Richards, Paul; Leuthnar, Benadict; Kufas, Jahh
Subject: RE: Fran Hoefgen |etter 2-11-0d.doc

March 12, 2004
Dear Abbot Joln,
Peaca be with you! [*m writing first of all, to y tter of F 11,
2004, ‘which 1 only arpessed this month. Ido have a I to share u
yout
8]
L1
ol
d
the life of the Clurch?

1 lopk forward to talling to you in person about these matters, perhaps with ahother person

11/4/2004

et o
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Frar Hoefgen letter 2-11-04.doc Page 2 of 2

present, since the rélationship is no longer confidential anyway. Sioce my file covers thirty-rwo years,
as ] mentioned, I trost you wili nuderstand if' T ask that we wait 2 few more months and I ask you to

me est. ] g that we meet have had a chance to
ith as we call tc set up il returt,
T elso have two other requests. First, when I come tothe abbey in June T trust that [ can pickc up
s 8 of ste Sec , 1have
] h Ih 60 ney) 1 O 1y &
Brother Benedict told me in October that if T did not plan on returning to the abbey stminediately upon
be lem  the payment at that time and he would send you an
n't idt  buwt those were his wards t6 me last October, Thus!
amn making my request now since I did not reques? anything additiona! support beyond the $2,000.00 to
il ne youu  cedto. ne
4, fo six1 ks of on in

October, this amounts to abowt $22.00 per day for roont and meals, [ hope you will support me so 1 do
nat have to ‘beg’ from my family for support,

Most importantly, if 1 2m to be a monk “Jully alive” 1 need to know what is in your heart in
regards to me. 15 there £ pazl of you that is able 1o be my abbot and not just s CEO? Do you want me ta
be & mork of Saint John’s Abbey for years to come? Now that fifteen months have passed since you
fnstially supported my request, I need to know whest [ stand in this primary relationship. T also request
that you do not pui a copy of this letter in wy file.

Thenk youfor prayerfully considering this lotier and I await your response. May the remainder
of yout Lenten days be blessed and the up-coming Easter scason a time of renewal for all of us in the
risen Lord.

Tu 1he peace of Clirist,
Fran

Frorm: Abbot John Klassen's private account
Sent; Fri 2/13/2004 2:38 PM

T Hoefgen, Frands

Subject: Fran Hoefgen letter 2-11-04.doc

<<Fran Hoefgen leiter 2-11-04.doc>>

11/4£2004

G v . - -
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Leuthner, Benedict

From! Hoefgen, Francls

Sent;  Friday, May 07, 2004 12:29 PM
To: Leuthner, Benedict

Subject: RE: Oclober canversation

Benadict,
Thank yeu for yotr kind and prompt response. In response, it would be very helpful If the check could bs for

£5,000, thank you for your awareness of the needs "in the outslde world". Also would It be possible for me to ge
les Dentist In 8t. Jue to  lace afilli h felt ou ? Thank you:so much.

ad sted Is as follows: 1 13th St., inee, Ml B

Lastly, should | aome to the business office to pick up the check on the 28th?

peace,
Fran

From: Leuthner, Benedict

Sent: Wed 5/5/2004 11,38 AM
To: Hoefgen, Francls

Subject: RE: October conversation

I spoke to the abbot this morning — OK to fund $4,000,

If you need more than that, please make yaquest.

§ Wil have the check ready on May 28" for your pick Up. | nee¢ an address to write check to you. Can you
pléase give me an address where you will be siaying durlng your extended leaye?

Thanks
Benedict

---—Qriginal Message-----

From: Hoefgen, Francis

Sent: Wednesday, May 05, 2004 8:32 AM
To: Lelthner, Beriedic  —  ~ T
Subject: October conversation

Benedlct,
I'tvopE thiy Trotafirds yourwell-and enjoying the-springtime-and-also-that your-trees-sumvived-the-wiAtaF————w—- -

and the deer, With graduation here I'm sure this Is a busy time for you, though you are always busy |
know,

ihe abbey in my prayers.
g |
h f s
I | wld

5/7/2004
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pesgs,
Fran

5/7/2004
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Check Request

Submlt OSB ragueats o the Accounts Payable Office Wimm 201
Submit CSB requests fo the C3B Business Offise Main 230

to:

Francls Hostgen

NAME
Firsl Middio Initiél Last

1044 13th St.

‘Legal TAX Residence nol CSBSTU

Menominee, M| 49858

City Slake Zip Codo
CSB- ng s reque dnasl , oddressed uest,
08B~ to pddress tHhan plense alle velope,

. g ":;

College of 8t Bensdict Order of St Benedet

Business Offics, Mnin 230 Aceotints Payable Wimm 201
St Joseph MN 56374 Collegeville MIN 56321
320/363/5187 320/363/2905
Dpes
YES

IT ¥TS, MUST includs Social Stourity or Federal Tax 1D, Number
and rupply the middie inftial and Jegal eddress: A W-9 must be
avtached if one is not elveady on file with the Businoss Office,

W9 forms ar. avniloble in the Buginess Ofitos and on the Business
Offics wob poge. '

Savial Beeurity or Tex 1.D. Number

$5,000.00 ' Abbot's Donations
$5,000 CHECK TOTAL

Reason

Gift - To cover expenses while on leave per Abbot John, date(s) of seriies,

event, expense, Bic.

w  ATTACH ALY ORIGINAL RECEIPTS FOR PAYMENT REQUESTED TO THIS FORM

77 - e
B it
Anthorired Signature S S D

7oz

ate

Andividuals are ot ta approve thelr own reguests. Reguests canniot he

processed without the appramyiate signatures,

CSB chack request - Chek foquests in the bosiness
cffive by 300 pro, will be eveilable the next worldng day,

check
deadlines  other are:

10:00 /1. Tuesday for checks needed
10:00 a.m, Thursdey for checks noaded Friday

0SB HOEFGEN_00319



ORDER OF ST, BENEDICT 456444

CHECK DATE S CREGKND,
§T, JOHN'S ABBEY 5T, JOHN'S UNIVERBITY
ST. JOHN'S PREPARATORY THE LITURGICAL PRESS
0%/11 /72004 . . COLLBQEVILLE, MN 56329
PAY FIVE THDUBAND DDLLARS AND ND CENTE S#E4d@baadda4e4mtyritasttataprngys
AMOUNT
meﬁnkcm
) 8T, GLOUD, HNNESOTA ## 45,000,000
019 FRAMCIA HDEFGEN | 75-2801D
THE 1044 137” ST . VOID AFTER B0 DAYS
ORDER  MINOMINEE I 49858 ,
AITHOAIZED BIGNATURE
-
Awmn @ .o .. - . - . o DHDE;aF.é’;Eé-N.—E.DICT - - L - - e ey
frdiy ar ARy . LY Wiy 456 44 "%’e‘%';?.:%’*
COLLEDBVILE, WX 51021
DATE INVOICE # ACCOUNT 4 -
Q¥/11404 LEAVE EXPENSES S,000.00 5,000.00
5:000.00° ".=,000. 00"
65/11/720D4
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Meg Funk (Thoughts Matter; Practices Matter) gave the community retreat and
focused on the eight thoughts of John Cassian. She did a fine job. One only has to sit
down with the Institutcs and Conferences to realize how much material she had to
synthesize in order to give the conferences. And each evening about 15-20 people got
together with her for an hour and discussed the material for the day. It was good to get
confreres engaged in this material.

I hope that your summer is good and that you have some time for relaxation and
renewal. If you are on campus please stop in and see me — I'will do whatever it takes to
get some face time.

Blessings and peace, Abbot John Klassen, OSB

OSB HOEFGEN_00322



November 28, 2004

Dear Abbot John,

T ara writing to request a three year excluustration to discern my monastic

vocation, beginning

December 14,2004, In my mind and heart, my time in Africa was

my sabbatical time; this was the only sabbatical that T heve taken during my 32 years as &

monk.

Sincerely,

Bt /%m /AT |
frencis Hoofgen, 0.8.B. _
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November 30, 2004

1 am requesting the following for transttion support for exclaustration.

Lodging $900 per month x 12 months $10,800.00
Food $100 per week x 6 monthis - $2400.00
Cear/Gag/insurance $6000.00
Clothing : $1900.00
Furniture/Domestic expenses $3500.00
Utilities $1000.00
Counseling $1000.00
TOTAL $26,600.00

*Health insurance for one year or until covered by employer
and I'm asking to remain on abbey health care during exclanstration,
*Legal expenses, none anticipated ' .
#1£1 do not Teturn, ] would liks to diseuss the retirement funds from my 13 years
in parish ministry at the end of my excluustration.

Fean Hoefgen, 0.8.3.
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To:  Fran Hoefgen
From; Bradley Jenniges
Date: December 9, 2004

Re:  Exclustration - transitionsl support

1. Health Care
8. Saint Johu's will cover your general herlth care expenses excluding prescriptions for

six months or until you get a job which ever comes first, Please use the Select

Care/Sheffield, Olson & McoQueen card for doctor’s visits.
b. Saint John’s expiects you to travsition to an emploeyer health insurance program if at

all possible.
¢. Saint John's wilt cover your major medical expenses {cancex, heart attack, etc) for the
arp dof the .8
exp you alth co

& flu, etc) from your own Tesourees.

2. Transitional Money.- Saint John’s will provide money to cover transitional costs as follows:

a. $10,800
b. Food $ 2,400
¢. Clothes $ 1,900
d. $ 8,000
€. $ 3,500
£ Utilities $ 1,000
g. Counseling $ 1,000
Total % 28,600

" Payment - A chack will be issued to you for the amount of the transitional money.

3, er, the
fob by e
John's network,
4,
3 n
of the

Electing to teke retirement payments eatlier would result in 2 reduetion in the
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12/13/04 28,600,00 00 28,600.00
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INDULT OF EXCLAUSTRATION
For Father Francis Hoefgen, O.S.B.
Monk and Priest of Saint Jobn's Abbey,
Collegsville, Minnesota 56321

In accord withithe ) , and the request of Father Francis Hoefgen, 0.S.B., an indult
of exclaustration is granted for a petiod of two years from the date of acceptance of the indult for this
reason: To complete a probationary period for the purpose of disceming his monastic vocation.

During the period of exclavstration, the monk is considered as digpensed from these obligations
t il oc ¢y He

u a ch he will

be subject to the ordinary of that diccese. He shall keep the Abbot of Saint John's Abbey informed
of his address of residence and telephone number. He may not wear the monagtic habit. His right to
active and passive voice in the monastic chapter is suspended.

During the period of exclaustration, the monk shall be responsible for all Tus financial obligations
and Saint John's Abbey shall not be responsible for any of his financial oblipations whatsoever,
Saint John’s Abbey will not be responsible should any lawsuits emerge.

At the expiration of {his indult, the monk shall be obligated to rétumn to Saint John's Abbey or
formally seck dispensation from monastic vows, Failure to return shal] be automatic cause for the

declaration of non-liability provided for iv the Constitutions of the American-Cassinese Congrega-
tion (C' 92). This indwt shall serve as the requisite notice for the declaration (D 92:2.2).

Granted at Saint JTohn's Abbey, Collegeville, Minnesota, U.8:A,, on 10 December 2004
Abbot '

Comsent of the Council of Seniors given at Saint John's Abbey, Collegeville, Minnesota, on !‘?l
December 2004

Sccretary
1, Father Prancis Hoefgen, O.S.B., herehy accept this ndult of Exclaustration and its terms.

of Albey
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Abbot John Klassen's private account

From: Abbot John Klassen's private account
Sent:  Friday, February 04, 2005 11:51 AM
Ta:

Subject: words from the north..

Helto Fran —

1 was just in touch with to get this address from her. | was sure that you might check the Saint
John's address but perhaps less frequently than this one. We are having a heat wave here in Minnesota. | think
every day has been in the 40s and 50s ~ so much of our snow is melting and running off. And it took so long to
get the snow in the first place. | just returned from the abbots meeting at Oceanside, San Diego. It was very fine,
with presentations by Archbishop Fitzgerald, an expert on Islamic spirituality and dialogue between Christians and
Muslims. He was able tc lay it out very clearly.

We are just getting ready to approve funding to get detailed design schematics for the Guest House. We are
continuing to worl to attract funding for the addition to the Breuer church, the restraoms, elevator, and access to
the chapter house. But it is quite castly, about 2 million. So even though we will save 250,000 — 380,000 dollars
if we bid it at the same time, we arén't sure we will have the funding pledged at the time.

| just met with Kathy Matthew, the chair of the Prep Board of Regents. We are just setting out the parameters for
the search for Gordon’s successor, who will leave as Head of School in June 2006. The board has really
advanced in its taking ownership for the govemance of the school.

In early-January we had two deaths.— Father Burkard Arnheiter and Brother Patrick Sullivan. We had many
people come to both funerals, despite the cold and for Burkard, the nearly twenty years out of parish ministry But
each was dearly loved.

| heard from *that you might'be coming back to the States because the work with AIDS victims did not work
out. ITh  that notthec  because I am sure that it would be a great n P are
coming kto tes, plea o let me know when you arrive back and w p to

All the best, peace, +John

2/4/2005
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Ryan, Kelly

From: Hoelfgen, Francis

Sent:  Monday, March 07, 2005 8:14 AM
To: Ryan, Kelly

Subject: New Address

Kelly,
Here is my current address and phone:

Francis Hosfgen

3/7/2005
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1:42 PM

is Facilities Director at Saint Mary's Basilica in the Cities. He is also
asked him to talk with the Abbot

{

Employment Minister. Father
about a situation with Fran Hoefgen.

Tom's telephone: 612/317-3475 &»&f 17/ @, /ﬁ/éﬂzf

Lol fzy _ AR
LIt cler2ts
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A

Fr
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SAINT JOHN'S ABBEY
BOX 2025
COLLEGEVILLE, MINNESOTA 56321-2015

OFFICE OF THE ABBOT

April 8, 2005

Most Reverend Herry J. Flyon, D.ID.
Archbishop of Saint Paul and Minneapolis

226 Summit Avenue
Saint Paul, MN 55102-2197

Dear Archbishop Flynn:

Greetings in thgsé 50 days of Easter! And as we grieve the loss of and
rejoice in the ministry and life of John Paul JI. May he rest in peace.

1 write this Jetter to inform you that one of our priest-monks, Francis
Hoefgen, has taken a two-year exclaustration and is lving in the Archdiocese.
Fran is also one of our monk offenders thongh 1 have no reason to believe that
Fran will harm anyone. Fran had inappropriate sexual contast with 2 teenage boy
in the late 1970s, He went through out-patient treatment at Saint Luke’s
Maryland,

By the terms of his exclausteation from Saint John’s Abbey and by the
terms of the Norms and Charter, Fran may not exercise his priestly riinistry in

any shape or form.

Sincerely in Christ,

PHONE 320 353-2544 FAX 320 363-3082  E-MAIL abbot®@osh.org
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Abhot John Klassen's private account

From: Fran Hoefger
Sent; Saturday, April 02, 2005 3:39 PM

To:
Subject: Fran's City Hermitage & Phone Number

Heéllo from Minneapolis!

1 have '‘My Own Place' now!

My little hermitage in the city!

You are welcome to visit when you can or call,
Krniow that you are always wclcome!

It's in "the Kenwood Area” near the Walker Art Center.

Fran Hoefgen

Phone:

Page 1 of 1

Ina week or so 1l have internet access in my apartment...but until then I'm nsing a friend's computer so

if I don't respond right away please forgive me...Thanks!

Lastly, on May 15th, I doing the MINNESQTA AIDS WALK, and have joined a friend's team to walk.
If you wish to sponsor me that would be great...if you are already sponsoring someone, that's great too.
If you wish to do so, just make the check ot to: Minneosta AIDS Project and send it to me. You'll be
going a good thing and I'll get something in the mail in my new apartmer. Plus your donation is tax
deductable. T look forward to hearing from you and know you are always welcome in Minneapolis!

With gratitude & affection,
Fran

Do You Yahoo!?

Tired of spam? Yahoo! Mail has the best spam protection around

hitp://mail.yahoo.com

8/27/2005
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“Tesus Christ is the same yesterday, today and jorever.” teb azn

April 15, 2005

Abbot John Klassen, O.5.B.

Saint John's Abbey

Box 2015

Collegeville, Minnesota 56321-2015

Dear Abbot John,

I am grateful to you for this information.
May God’s rich blessings be with you, and all the monks at Saint John’s Abbey.

Sincerely yours in Christ,

*

226 SUMMIT AVENUE ¢ S PAUL, MINNESOTA 55102-2197 » 'T'nL: (651) 291-4408 ¢ Fax: (651) 290-1629
E-MAIL: archcom®archspm.org
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Abbot John Klassen's private account

From:
Sent:  Sunday, April 17, 2005 9:10 PM
To: Abbot John Klassen's private account

Subject: two things

Hello Abba John:

‘Two things....always communicating....or trying lo....
ddy dessert party last night. 1t was good to

1) for com \ r
And to you.. I'm glad you could be with us.
2) [ n Hoefgen will be up to
i
| here.
I'm not sure how ex-ctaustration things are supposed fo work, but [ didn’t want you to get word of his being
here for someth h h the back do an
hour, and I'm ta 8 As faras lkn
ng with this s vent. I didn y ) ‘ he
me know if there is a problem? Thanks.).

s here, ally if isany blem

Thanks, Abba John. I'll see you soon, | hopel!

4/20/2005

OSB HOEFGEN_00349



Abbot John Klassen’s private account

From: .
Sent: Friday, April 29, 2005 10:21 AM

To: Abbot John Klassen's private account
Subject: Observations of a layman

Abbot John,

) am one of St. John's oblates, and recently Fran Hoefgen was living at my home as he
transitioned cut of —he monstery. The experierice of living with Fran was interesting in
that it gave my wife and 1 a glimpse of modern monastic/clerical life. Admittedly, a very
narrow glimpse from one individual's perspectives and behaviors.

These ohscrvations do me very little goud as they have very litflé to do with the course
of my own life. 1 wonder if they might bs of some use to you? TI've been struggling te
decide if I should even approach you about what I have seen and heard as 1 must respect
Fran's privacy, and some part of that will surely be sacrificed if I speak with you. But,
there is a larger community to consider and your own right, as abbot, to know the
cliallenges you face in your stewardship of that communily.

Tn discussicns with Frarn, hé deces not believe speaking to you would sérve any purpose as
you would already be most familiar with your own community. This should be true except
that I've noticed a tendency amongst the menks I've met that suggests your discussions

with some of them are guarded and evasive. 1 fear there 1s an assumption that you have
scme special knowledge or uaderstanding concerning your community and I know that cannot

be the case.

$a, I leave this up to you. If you would like to gpeak to me, I will make an appointment
with your administrative assistant, If not, I certainly understand a$ you have had an
incredible amount to deal with in your terure as Abbot and one more thing is not
necessarily helpful.

Sincerely yours in Christ,

OSB HOEFGEN_00350



Tune 19, 2005

Dear Abbot John,

I think that this email address will get to you in a safe manner. Today I would like to
untangle an old situation that is not going to resolve itself. Lately, I've been discussing
my history at St, John’s with an outside Church official who is helping me to move
beyond it. I keep returning to a need to talk with you to set things straight. As I reflect
on this need I sec that it touches on a rather unfortunate misunderstanding related 1o
matters that had not gotten investigated properly at the time. You are the only one to
even broach this topic (with me) that keeps coming up in my heart. It might seem
peripheral and unimportant to you, but it is tied to & lot of what hutts me the most... Tt
seems that you were accusing me of “stealing”. Iknow that I ate a lot of food that was
ear-marked to be fed to the pigs, so I thought you were getting at me for this. But it
seems that you had been told (] think) that I had stolen some clothes. No one ever talked
to me openly about this, which really hurts me. Consequently, there is an explanation for
this which was never uncovered. I took a pile of clothes that where placed in the hall (I
thought) by a woman who had promised to bring me a second load of clothing for me to
take to the Catholic Worker in St. Paul. She had brought me a load of her awn clothes
and said that she would be bringing her husband’s clothes too (he had recently died, so I
was expecting a pile of nice things)... It took me years to figure out that these clothes
may have belonged to someone else because no one asked me about it.... Most sadly, I
feel that this failure to ask is wrapped up in a strong desire to affix on me some sort of
unredeemable quality. That’s what makes this all so painful. I think that a lot of bad
things were laid on me from all sorts of sources to make me look unworthy of a degree.
This sort of character assassination is intensely degrading, Whether it is tied to a simple
‘“unbearable” difference in theological opinion, or if it is linked to some sort of cover up
of sex offenders, is not the point I wish to investigate, Either way, it’s hard for me to
trust any of you now. I feel that I risk further retribution for bringing these matters up
even at this point (as if therc was anything left of my personhood that you could destroy).

My friend from Wyoming is coming back to St. John’s this week for a summer SOT
class. So, maybe you would consent to meet with me in her presence (or without her) to
discuss what might be done at this point to patch up my soul. The damage done to me at
St. John’s is not going to disappear on its own. I'd like to enter the future with the
dignity that I first brought with me from Wyoming. Ihad been trying to help you all at
first, and I continue to reflect on and defend the heroic actions taken by certain of the
abusers who I came 1o know whose character seems to me now to be far more upright
than that of certain administrators who have been so bent on keeping the truth from
emerging. Polite silence is sometimes not the best way to deal with things.

Tearfully,

Delivery to the following recipients failed.
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Skudlarek, William

Frem:

Sent: Tuesday, June 21, 2005 12:55 PM
To: Klassen, John

Subject: second attempl

Attachments: Letler to Abbotf John-June 19-2005.doc
Dear Abbot John,

I’m teying hatd to get this message to you. It’s important for me to make sure that you get it and that
1 have a chance to talk to you about it. Please let me know that you received this.

Sincerely,

6/21/2005
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Skudlarek, William

From: Backous, Timothy

Sent:  Thursday, December 08, 2005 9:31 PM
To! Skudlarek, William

Subject: RE: priest

I'm sure you have an easier time finding him than | de! 1 note from reading this again that she didn't necessarily
say he presided.

Timo

From: Skudlarek, Wilillam

Sent: Thursday, December 08, 2005 9:29 PM
To: Backous, Timothy

Subject: RE: priest

I think so. Should I pass it on to him or will you?

From: Backous, Timothy

Sent: Thursday, December 08, 2005 8:55 PM
To: Skudlarek, William

Subject: FW: prlest

Do you suppose the Abbot needs to see this? This is a note from the Administrator at Ascenicn Parish,

Timo

From:

Sent: Thursday, December 08; 2005 4:00 PM

To: Backous, Timothy

Subject: priest

| forgot to:add somelhing. | was having a hard time finding someone to do a vigil service tonight at Washburm
McGreavy Funeral Home so | called and left a message for someone to call me. | received a call from Fr. Francis
Hoefgen, a Benedictine from St. John's, who said he works for Washburn McGreavy. What's the story? Does he
live down here? Who is he? Lovuise and [ are very curious............

Peace,

Parish Administrator
Church of the Ascension

12/9/2005
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Abbot John Klassen's private account

From:
Sent:  Wednesday, December 14, 2005 10:26 AM
To: Abbot John Klassen's private account

Subject: RE: priest...

Hello Abbat John,
Here is what transpired:
“We were working at Ascension with the funeral for

*The timing of the wake and funeral were ralher quick and we were struggling to find a presider for the wake
service which was oceurring at the Washburn McGreavy Swanson Chapel on Thursday, December 8. To
complicate matters our various priests had masses for the holyday and a Guadalupe celebration in one of the
prisons. | was not available either due to a prior commitment. It is highly unusual that we cannot find someone to
preside at a wake service, so | cailled Washburn McGreavy and told the wormman working there, Arlene, our
situation, and asked to have someone call me.

“We received a call back from Arlene saying they had someone who could help, that he worked at Washburn
McGreavy and was either a Dominican or a Benedictine — our staff member answering the phone couldn’t

remember,

«In the meantime Fran called and spoke with me and said he could lead a wake service since we couldn't find 8
priest. 1 wasn't sure how he was connected, so | simply asked if he worked for Washbum McGreavy and he said
yes. |than him for will help. IwasIna oral appoin at ,-and out to
thecallsoi  sn'tlen He nally didn’t repre himself as ed eithe or our
person answering the phone. He did however, volunteer to lead the wake service.

nking this entire  ation sual, that something wasn't adding up, | asked our staff person to call
ne back and cla She the n of Fran | oefgen and said he was a Benedictine. Ilocked in the
Minnesota Catholic Directory, St Cloud Diocese, and saw that he was iisted as Fr. Fran Hoefgen, with an

address at St. John's.

«In‘the meantime, (this was all happening within about a 15 minute time period), Fr. Joe Gillespie called and said
he was at Washburn McGreavy and he could preside at a wake service.

*The enlire situation continued to be confusing for me, and | was curious that there was a Benedictine mank living
and working in Minneapolis that | hadn’t heard about, so | emailed Timo

+Fran did not represent himself as a Benedictine to any member of the Ascension staff or to Fr. Gillespie. He did
volunteer to lead the wake service.

| hope this information is helpful. If there is anything else | can do in terms of clarifying with Washbum McGreavy,
etc. | would be happy to assist.

Peare

Parish Administrator
Church of the Ascension

12/14/2005
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Mirineapolis, MN 55411

--~=Qriginal Message-----

Froim: Abbot John Klassen's private account
Sent: Tuesday, December 13, 2005 3:22 PM
To:

Subject: priest...

Hello

| receivad a forwarded e<mag fram you to Timo that a Father Fran Hoefgen gave you a call, apparently
responding to your call for someone ta lead a wake service. Fran is one of our offender monks who is on
canonical exclausiration from the abbey. He does not have faculties and should not be functioning in any
ministerial sense. 1 hope that this did not occur. He has undergone a risk assessment and is working a
Safety Plan. Can you let me know more? Thanks +John

12/14/2005
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Skudiarek, Willlam

From: Ryan, Kelly

Sent:  Thursday, September 28, 2006 10:43 AM

To: Klassen, John; Pedrizeitl, Raymond; Richards, Paul; Leuthner, Benedict, Jenniges, Brad
Ce: Jackson, Ruth

Subject: FW: Address Change

FYI

B, Kelly Ryan, OSB
Secretary, Office of the Abbot
Saint John's Abbcy
Collegeville MN 56321-2015
Tel. 320 363-2546 | Fax -3082 | 20060917
Retreats at Saint John's
hwtp://wive saintiohisabbey ota/slp/index.htm)

A natlon of sheep will beget a government
of wolves,

Edward R. Murrow (1908-1965)

From: Hoefgen, Frands

Sent: Wednesday, September 27, 2006 11:36.PM
To: Ryan, Kelly

Subject: Address Change

Hello Kelly,
Here is my new address and phone number..,
Autumn Blessings,

Fran Hoefgen

9/28/2006
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Abbot John Klassen's private account

AL

From:
Sent:
TFa:
Cc:

Subject:

Fran,

Leuthner, Benedict

Monday, December 11, 2006 9:13 AM

Hoefgen, Francls

Abbat John Klgssen's private account; Jenniges, Brad
Extended Health Care

Abbot John Kiassen, OSB has agreed to your requast to extend Saint John's Abbey health care to you durlhg

your additional ‘exclaustration period of 3 years for which you are petitionlag to Rome.

We will follow the same arfangsments. In you heve any guestions, please see Brad.

Peace

Benedict Leuthner, OSB

12/13/2006
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December 13, 2006

Abbot John Klassen, 0.S.B.
Saint John’s Abbey
Collegeville, MN 56321

Dear Abbot John,

At this time ] am writing to request a three year extension of my indult of
exclaustration to discern my monastic vocation.

When I went to Africa in October of 2003 it was my desire o enter into a
sabbatical to repew my mnonastic vocation. Since other circumstances came into play
and it became clear that I needed to request a leave to enter into this renewsl time. It
was my intention to return to the abbey after Africa, which I did in October of 2004,

tic n
began T fe pgat
peace about leaving the abbey after being 2 monk for 30 years and that is my reason for
requesting the extension ‘of my indult,

If you wish to discuss this with me please have Brother Kelly let me know and I
would be willing to come to the abbey to answer any questions you may have.

Adbvent peace,

OSB HOEFGEN 00359



December 13, 2006

Abbot John Klassen, O.S.B.
Saint John's Abbey
Collegeville, MN 56321

Dear Abbot John,

I hope this letter finds you able to enjoy some to the wonderful offerings of this
Advent Season of waiting, It goes by all too quickly.

On December & I was able to have & very good conversation with Brother
Benedict regarding my two year time of exclaustration. We talked about my work
experience and how I have been fairing on different levels. I also want to thank you for
allowing me to nndergo evaluation with Pathfinders in the spring of 2005. Currently I
am also working with a job coach at the Basilica of Saint Mary to achieve my goal of
meaningful full-time employment during this time of discernment.

Brother Benedict suggested that I write you two letters; one requesting my
extension of the indult of exclaustration, which is included; and this second letter to
discuss my other problems nd employment, In April of 2005 I became working in

4 ouse p e until' June of that year. Then while pursuing other avenues of
I ng Funeral C .
eh but they s t

chenged my status to reflect my increase in hours and to allow for benefits. I have
written a letter to the President of the company requesting an official change of my
status to be brought under health care coverage but that has not yet happened. It seems I
may need to look for employment elsewhere to achieve that goal.

Because T have not been able to secure meaningfiil full-time employment with
benefits I am writing to request an extension of health care coverage from the Abbey
while on-exclavstration. ] am-working hard with my current employer whileattempting . __
to remedy this situation. I am also working with my job coach to look at all solutions, I
am asking ~ yours  ort in this important matter of health care coverage.

If you would like to talk to me about this situation as well as my request for a
three year extension of the indult of exclaustration please let me know and I will set up
an appointment through Brother Kelly.

Advent

0SB HOEFGEN 00360
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Leuthner, Benedict

From: Hoelgen, Francls

Sent:  Thursday, December 14, 2006 10:58 AM

To: Leuthner, Benedict

Subject: RE: Extended Hoalth Care
Benedict,
Thenk yau for all that you have dons to assist me. You have given me the gift of paace as we journey fhese
Advenl days. My time with you un December 8lh was a gift to me, you are a big part of the healing of my soul,

Thank:you go much,
Fran

From: Leuthner, Benedict
Sent: Mon 12/11/2006 %:12 AM
Ta: Hoefgen, Francis

Ce: Abbot John Klassen's private account; Jenniges, Brad
Suhject: Extended Heslth Care

Fran,

Abbot John Klassen, OSB has agresd to your requés! lo extend Saint John's Abbey health care to you during
your edditional exclaustration period of 3 years for which you are petitioning to Roma. . '

We will fallow the seme arrangements. |n you have any questions, please see Brad.

Peace
Benedict Leuthner, OSB

12/14/2006
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SAINT JOHN'S ABBEY

Office of the Abbot

December 19, 2006

Francis Hoefpen

Dear Fran:

I received your two letiers last week, the first giving a summary of your work situation and the
second a request for a three year extension of the indult of exclaustration. Thank you for the information
about your present work situation and the dilemmas regarding health care. Iam full agreement with
Brother Benedict Leuthner in keeping you covered for health care by the abbey for three years or until
you able to be insured at your place of employment.

[ also will support your request for an additional three years of exclaustration. However, the
Senjor Council and I cannat grant the request, which needs to be addressed to the Congregation for
Institutes of Consecrated Life and Societies of Apostolic Life (CICLSAL). So you write the letter
addressed the cardinal, send 1t to me. [ take the request to the Senior Council. We approve it. Ithen send
a formal letter to Abbot Timothy Kelly as President of the Congregation and he forwards it to the
Congregation, The turn-around time for this is not all that bad, given the steps.

I think that the letter to the Congregation has to include a little more detail than you have included
in your letter. Would you mind having your letter reviewed by Dan Ward (I spoke to him about this and
he is willing to give counsel)? His ¢-mail is In addition, he will have the right
address for the Cardinal at the Congregation.

We are in the last week of Advent, shockingly short this year, and toward the remembrance of
that great day of our salvation, the birth of Jesus, our Savior. Be sure that I hold you in thought and
prayer, always hoping for goed things in your life. May grace and peace be yours!!

Blessings,

Klassen, OSB Lj 9

osure: Example of letter of request

PO, BOX 2015, COLLEGEVILLE, MINNIESOTA 56321-2015
Phone: (320) 363-2546 » Fas (3200 162 A0 o Fomail abbotdioaed woa s W bo ot 0 o
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January 19, 2007

Abbot John Klassen, OSB
Saint John’s Abbey
Collegeville, MN 56321

Dear Abbot John,

Enclosed is my request for an extension of my indult. Tam writing to ask you at
this time to forward this request to Rome with your support.

My work is going well though it’s been a difficuit week with three painful
funerals, one from an overdose; one from hanging, and the third a young man
wha,Shot in his car in North Minneapolis. So much pain and anguish in our
society.

I’m glad to see that things are going well at Saint John's, I was happy to see that
the basketball team defeated St. Thomas this past week. They must be very
good.

Peace,

ﬁ//f?}::(b%; /%%dbo“"

( Francis Hoefgen, OSB
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January 19, 2007

His Eminence Franc Cardinal Rode |

Congregatlon for Ingtitutes of Consecrated Life
And Societies of Apostalic Life

Piazza Plo XN, 3

00193 Rame, Italy

Your Eminence:

| request that that the three year Indult of exclaustration granied by my abbot, Abbot John Klassen, 0SB, be
exlended by your Cengregation for an addlllonal three years.

{ made monastic professlon on July 11, 1873 and was ordained a priest on June 22, 1978. | served in & number
of parishes and then retumed 1o the monastery to be part of the spiritual fife program. tn 2001 | recelved a

cerlificate in splritual direction.

fn 2003 | requested an indult of exclausiration for the purpase of serving in the Afrlcan-misslons. | did this
because | felt called to religious life and the priesthood but not necessarily within the monastic context. | feit that
perhaps | should serve the disadvantaged as a missionary. However, | came to realize that this was not the
place | could best serve as a religious and a priest. | returned to the United States but conlinued on
exclaustration. Presently, | am working for a funeral home corporation. In this pesition, | have been able 1o
provide persons with splritual comfort, although [ am not doing this In the capacity of a priest, However, this

position is only part-time.
The reasan for requesting an extension is that ! still fee| called to religious iife and the priesthood but not
necessarity within mopastic Yite or at least at St. John's Abbey. After my return from Africa, | had to adfust back

10 1U.S. culture and also eatablish myself in & living situation. | have been able to find amployment but not full
time. However, | have lsarnad from my work at the funeral home ihat | want to confinue in some way to provide

spiritual comfori to people.

==} dmTiow setlied and befieye-that within the-next three years-|-whl be-able to-make a decision-about-my-future--.—-
and how | cah best serve socicty and the Church. Thergfora, | ask that you grant the requested three year

extension of the indull of exclaustration.

Sinterely, )

ﬁm«@ o Rfypn, 55

Francis F. Hoelgen, 0.5.B.
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January 31, 2007

Francis Hoefgen

Dear Fran:
1 received your letter of petition to Cardinal Rode and your letter last weel. I brought
the S ed it, Ihave
and he wil]

w-up
forward it to CICLSAL.

As in pastoral situations you have beenpart of in the past, I am snre that your work in.a
funeral home brings you into direct contact with the impact of trauma and enormous pain. And
for you it is not simply 2 news report on WCCQ or KARE-11, but real flesh and blood human
b de
) &0 ‘
into yourself — it will overwhelm you. Iknow, easier said than done. Pray, do lectio, read good

fiction, listen to good music, and enjoy-the renswingpower of friendships.

in

and p always hop  for good things in your life.
May '

Blessings,

Abbot John Klagsen, OSB
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January 31, 2007

The Right Reverend Timothy Kelly, O.8.B.
Abbot President

American-Cassinese Congregation

Saint John’s Abbey

Collegeville, MN 56321

Dear Abbot Timothy:

Father Francis F. Hoefgen, 0.5.B,, a perpetually professed member of Saint John’s
Abbey, requests an extension of his Indult of Exclaustration for a period of three years. On
QOctober 8, 2003, Father Francis requested an Indult of Exclaustration for one year, which the
Senior Council and I approved. Father Francis retumed to the abbey in September of 2004 but
then requested a two-year Indult of Exclaustration, which the Senjor Council and I granted.
Since the Code of Canon Law requires that the Congregation for Institutes of Consecrated Life
and Socicties of Apostolic Life grant indults of exclaustration beyond three (3) years (canon
686,1), it is necessary to request the extension from the Congregation.

Both my council and I support this request. We believe that Father Francis is correct in
saying that he has not been able to establish himself in a living situation with full time

employment, Furthermore, he still feels called to religious life and priesthood but not necessarily
within monastic life or at least not at Saint John's Abbey. We support his decision to do careful

discernment of these issues.

Enclosed is the petition for extension.

Sincerely,

Abbot John Klassen, O.S.B.
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AMERICAN-CASSINESE CONGREGATION

OF THE ORDER OF SAINT BENEDICT
SAINT JONN'S ABBEY
BOX 2015

COLLEGEVILLE, MINNESOTA 56321-2015 .
Office of the President

Merch 30, 2007

Right Reverend John Klassen, O.S.B.
Saint John's Abbey
Collegeville, Mirmescta 56321-2015

Dear Abbot John:

Enclosed is the rescript from the Vatican granting Father Francis Hocfgen a three year
extension of exclaustration as requested by him.

The original of the docurrent is to be kept on file at Saint John's Abbey and a copy sent
to Father Fran,

Peage.
Sincerely in Christ,

t0) w@—zf%:&@

- Abbot Timothy Kelly, .8B. -~ . - -
President
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CONGREGAZIONE
PER GLI ISTITUTI DI VITA CONSACRATA
E LE SOCIETA DI VITA APOSTOLICA

Prot. n. 3991372007

MOST HOLY FATHER,
a. monk and of Saint
John’ C on of the of Saint
ocese of ur Holines
indult of to him by

the reason set forth.

The Congregation for Institutes of Consecrated Lifée dnd Secietes of
e ons 8
the
provisions of the law are to be observed.
All things to the contrary notwithstanding,

Vatican, March 3, 2007

T

OSB HOEFGEN_00368



SAINT JOHN'S ABBEY

Office of the Abbot

March 31, 2007

Fran Hrefgen

Dear Fran:

1am sending you good news. The Congregation for Insfitutes of Consecrated Life
and Societies of Apostolic life has granied you an extension of your exclaustration in
conformity with the pelition you submitted, and in conformity with the initial conditions of
the exclaustration. Iam including a photocopy of the rescript because the original of the
document must stay in our files. For the sake of mutusl understanding, [ believe that the
clock on this starts with the date of the rescript, March 3, 2007.

1 hope that you have hiad a good Lent, with fruitful prayer and raeditation, My March
zoomed by, probably becauss of a couple of short but intense business trips. Tam looking
forward to a good Holy Week — so powerful because of the monastic liturgies and the overall

rich scriptural and human context for the Triduum.

Be sure that I hold you in thought and prayer, always hoping for good things in your
llfe May grace and  peace be yo..us"

Blessings on your Triduum and Eester!

V% 4%
hn Klassen, OSB

Enclosure:  Photocopy of rescript from CICLSAL dated March 3, 2007

P.O. BOX 2015, COLLEGEVILLE, MINNESQTA 56321-2015
Phone: (320) 363-2546 » Fax: {320) 363-3082 » E-mni): abbot@Posbh.arg « Web: saintjohngabbey.org
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June 3, 2010

Abbot John Klassen, 0.S.B.
Saint John’s Abbey
Collegeville, MN 56321

Dear Abbot John,

First of all I thank you for the discussion that took place on March 30" It was good
to share more of my faith journey as well as my current life situation. I also thank you for
your expressed support for the extension of my indult,

I have been in contact with Dan Ward who as reviewed the enclosed letter to
Cardinal Rode. 1 believe it expresses my ourrent situation accurately. 1 also thank you for
presenting my request to the Senior Council. Following this, I understand a format letter
would be sent to Abbot Timothy Kelly as Prestdent of the Congre n and that he would
forward the letter to the Congregation.

1 pray that the retreat went well for the community and provided some strength and

peace for the community. As for me, I continue to strive to live in simplicity and truth as I
trust the guidance of the Holy Spirit on my journey of faith,

Blessings,

458
B.

Enclosure: Lettet to Cardinal Rode
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June 3, 2010

His Eminence Franc Cardinal Rode
Congregation for Institutes of Consecrated Life
And Societies of Apostolic Life

Piazza Pio XII, 3

00193 Rome, ltaly

Your Eminence:
[ request that an extension of my indult of exclustration be granted for a period of three years.

In 2004, I received an indult of exclaustration for three years from my abbot, Abbot John Klassen. At
the end of that period, I requested an extension of the indult by your Congregation. The extension
ceased in March of 2010.

The reason for secking an extension is that I do not believe that at the present time 1 am able to return
to the monastery and live in peace. Through these last years, 1 have felt tension when I live within the
monastery because of the sexual abuse and also the changing nature of the community.

In my present life, I work at simple employment to support myself in a very simple manner of life in
keeping with the life of 2 monk. Shortly before receiving my first indult of exclaustration, I became
certified as a spiritual director. This three year process has helped me continue with a deep and
reverent prayer life in this discernment process. It is clear to me that I wish to continue to serve the

Lord in soime manner of life.

I do know that I must make a decision within the next three years how to continue to live the simple
life of prayer and work that I now live. Can I live with the tensions that I feel when I live at the
monastety or can I live without the blessings of monastic profession as a lay person. It is becoming

clearer that perhaps I will have to live without the blessmgs of monastic profession, but I do not want
to set aside monasti¢ life and priesthood without peace in my heart that this is the right decision.

I e erstand vity on so the king
a s ve in th and of ality t 8
and want to continue to integrate this into my life.

In conclusion, T réquest that I be granted an extension of the indult of exclaustration for a period of
three years.

Sincerely,

OSB HOEFGEN_00372
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June 4, 2010

Abbot John Klassen, O0.8.B.
Saint John’s Abbey
Collegeville, MN 56321

Dear Abbot John,

First of al] T thank you for the discussion that took place on March 30™, It was good
to share more of my faith journey as well as my current life situation. I also thank you for
your expressed support for the extension of my indult for two years,

I have been in contact with Dan Ward who as reviewed the enclosed letter to
Cardinal Rede. 1 believe it expresses my current situation accurately. I also thank you for
presenting my request to the Senior Council. Following this, I understand a formal letter

would be sent to Abbot Timothy Kelly as President of the Congregation and that he would
forward the letter to the Congregation,

1 pray that the retreat went well for the community and provided some strength and
peace for the community. As for me, I continue to strive 1o live in simplicity and truth as I
trust the guidance of the Holy Spirit on my journey of faith.

Enclosed is the corrected version of my letter to Cardinal Rode for a request fora
two year extension as we agreed upon and not a three year request.

Thank you for your kindness to me and be assured of my prayers.

Blessings,

Enclosure: Letter to Cardinal Rode
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June 4,2010

His Eminence Franc Cardinal Rode
Congregation for Institutes of Consecrated Life
And Societies of Apostolic Life

Piazza Pio XII, 3

00193 Rome, Italy

Your Eminence:
I request that an cxtension of my indult of exclustration be granted for a period of two years,

In 2004, I received an indult of exclaustration for threc years from my abbot, Abbot John
Klassen, At the end of that period, I requested an extension of the indult by your Congregation.
The extension ceased in March of 2010,

The reason for seeking an extension is that I do not believe that at the present time I am able to
return to the monastery and live in peace. Through these last years, I have felt tension when I
live within the monastery because of the sexual abuse and also the changing nature of the
community.

In my present life, I work at simple employment to support myself in a very simple manner of
life in keeping with the life of a monk. Shortly before receiving my first indult of exclaustration,
1 became certified as a spiritual director. This three year process has helped me continue with a
deep and reverent prayer life in this discernment process. It is clear to me that I wish to continue
to serve the Lord in some manner of life.

1do know that I must make a decision within the next three years how to continue to live the
simple life of prayer and work that I now live. Can I live with the tensions that 1 feel when I live
at the monastery or can I live without the blessings of monastic profession as a lay person. Itis
becoming clearer that perhaps I will have to live without the blessings. of monastic profession,
but I do not want to-set aside monastic life and priesthood without peace in my heart that this is

the right decision.

1 hope that you can understand the gravity of my decision and also the pain that 1 experience in
making a decision. [ truly believe in the deep and abiding way of spirituality taught by the
monastic fathers and want to continuc to integrate this into my life.

In conclusion, [ request that I be granted an extension of the indult of exclausiration for a period
of two years,
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PATRICK NCAKEK, ALtoowey at Law, JEEY
& M9SCCTETES, P.A., 360 Jadkaon Street, Suite 100,
St. Paul, 55101, -sppeaces telephonically on
behalf of the Plajntiff,

HICARFL FORN, Attorazy at la, &
HUGHES, P.A., 40D South First Street, Suire 600,
P.0. Box 1008, St, Cloud, Minnesota 56302, on

- behalf of the Srder of St. ct.

STICH,. httorey at Taw, 250 Second
Avelve Seuth, Suite 120, , Mimesota
55401-2122, Lly on bekalf of Father

Prancis Boefgesi,

, the following proceedings were duly
had, to-wit:

AT L % bt R o2 et A e =

{ v, 1 rmarked for idemti B}
EXNAINRTION

By br, Pord:

q tly tome is Mke Fosl, I'man attomey In St. C.]oud
I'm here ‘today enting the Oy of
4t. Denedict. Bob Stich is also on the line and is
here today representing Fran Hoefgen. ¥e'ce going to
take a interview, And I've got a coprt
reportey here with me dn ny office, lisa Staudinger;
and she' ] type wp ny qebstions and your answers vher

: Sere Do yo wrzstad
fes, 13,

) Okay. I've got before pe a dooment that T've asked

is

is a Coofidentizl For Mediation Use Only
that your attomeys hove fmished to me and
Mr, tich that kind of outlines your , lhe
abuse, the injury that you have, and &6 on. Have you
seen that dooument yet?

& T have not.

0 That's been generally true for the other folks whose
statetents we've taken, so st 1'd like %o do at
this point is kind of go throagh it with you just to
make pure that we got it all right. Do yo
underscand hat?
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Yes, 1.

Olay. It tells us that your age is 46 ysars of age:
is that

1 am w48,

Ohay. #hat is your date of hirth, please?

=

L= T+ T

Okgy, And it tells us that you're married and have
cilldren; 35 thet right?

"1at; is corzect.

{ It says currently you'ze
the caee?

A That a5 oot tomect,

0 Mt are yoi currently doieg for in

h T'm cormently workisg for 2 cmgdny by the name of

Is that still

0 And what do you do for them?

R They
and J a0 their waragex of Jogletios planaing,

Q Okay. Hhen did you take wp that job?

R In Jue of 2010,

Q Prior to June of 2010, when-had you last

A My last date of enploynt would have best in tbrch
of 2010. 128 wmam Fren thrch upbil Ju.,

@ Wax there anything abot that period of mpaeyient
that ym thirk is related to wmt hetveen

e

you and Fran H

A T guess [ can't anmer that ab thos polot, T don't
oo,

G Fir . e oas o to say-that the
persen that you belleve mcted Ualelywith
¥ou 8725 Tr. Eraneis 5 that Tlght?

K Thal ds camech.

0 Okmy. ud-the peried.of abuse shere this tookplace
was in 1978; is.-that -carroct?

A 1 doi't Jnow the e

" boen kotween 1995, O, 1090,  1chiit T
eXact year that it started,

¢ Tt said that dt .t the parigh tes  at

Tt would have

iy T

A That's right. o
Q B St. Bonifacn, just sowe-canhave it
what diocese is that.'St, Monifare Juf
A It's in the dlogess of St. Clowd, ood it's in
Cold Spring, Minnescia,
0 The of thie dmse says that "Fr. Soafgen
sexually abused on Aeveral yeeaaions under the
guize of after 4 sujoide- .
Does that sqund Toughly Light?
A That's corvect.

Q Then tha doament goes o to deseribe n more dotmil p

1 the abuge, atd this is vt el u vas
2 placed in foster care and was veeing Br. Hosfgen for
3 thermy in 1978 after.s muicide.
4 these comseling mensions, Fr. Hodigan would
§  Tasturbate and Have: sastudats hm,  This
6 huppened nmerous times intil ags able to go
7 back Wire, ot MicHpoint the-saxil ase s
8 Does that sand Teughly correct?
9 3 "That does bovtd Taughly Correct, with the
0 of the time line agajn, 'T'm sure it oovld Tot have
11 opmicred in 1978 because my suicide attempt sas in
12 November of 1970,
Okay. later e, it talks about having additienal
14 Sicide i so T'10, get tothat in 2
L% s

tha
1741 have in of 1978,
10 O Oay. Hienaes the time — well, did you
19 atient mrgice after that? )
20 A T dix attenpt suicide on three ceparate cocasions,
21 Oky. Sodugust of "7 is"fted  .oney correct?
22 A That i corzect.
23 Q When wes the sooond ane?
24 B weutd have been in
25 ¢ hnd then the thixd one?

~.
e

of 1978,

1 1 ks also in Noverber of 1978,

7 Q ALl zight. Now, it says here that you sere phaced in
3 foster care and began soeing Fr, fipafgen.: tat
{ have Teer after hagust of '76 that you vere
5  placed in the fogter cars?

§ A It sould have Leén in the late adnter of Devextxr,

? Jannary ‘tire frane 6f 1979,

8 Q Mell, let ue go ontothip dnj &5 sectian 8o
9 we can clarify . Inthe inmjory/demges
10 spohion of thiy exhibit — this tial for

Ups Only statewmpl -~ it 3ays,
suffers £rom depression, and he el suicida an
13 o Tore pocasiens zfter the sexmal abuse by
u nas tahep antidrpressants on and
off for  ‘past 20 years is an Zlegokic ad
has been for the past 30 years. Te was saber for a
1% mumber of years byfore mlapsmg in 2008. has
(6 xepeioad sober since thae time,®
18 Roything about what T just sajd that
20 strikes you as needing to be clarified?
21 ' et does need to be is that there was not

any arititional sulcide a after Moverber 1978,
25 ¢ Al right, Yoif it says here that - suffers fxom
24 and a sticid on two MoLe

oeeasions after the sexual abuse by ¥r,- that
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would be fncorreck?

7 would to hawe to agree with that

Dkay, 8o all the suicide attespts oocurred before
the sexmat abuse by Fr, Hoefyen; js thal vignt?

That i3 rorrect.

8¢ let's came back te it. 8o you get put dnto foster
(=re severing in the late winter, posaibly January,
of 1979, Duos that sqund right?

3t dbes. Scmobize in that time Frame, thab is
oorzert,

tow long were you in foster care?
1 was In foster cave for i
possibly seven onths.

So that wuld take us to June ot July of 757

That is corpect,

Then when did you first see Fr. Woefgen for thecapyt
It would have been soptime in ¢hat time as
well, 1 don't Jmow the exact time [rave.

S0 you went to EY, Hoefgen for Lerapy after you were
placed in foster care; is that

tedy six mmths,

. That 15 eocrect,

Now, #ho suggested {nat you go see Fr. Roafgen for
thempy?

T dm't recal) Jf anybody specifically suggested I
ree him, Tne foster hove that T van living in at the

‘time was located in Cold Spring, ly to
blacde fram 8t chuech. And I belisve
that's how | fixst becane to fmow of or. — ok
dnvolved with — but cire to now of Fr, Fran in

st. Cuerch,

Now, ate you @ ?

Yes, I an.

Was 5t. Bonifane — did you attend St Barface shile
you were Living in tbe foster how?

I did.

In tlon i e Hoafoen, dd jor see é158
for eounseling about your puicide & hack at

the tine you were at: the foster hame?

J. il bachonustwith y.cL Qi

was, It wes 3 Wierapist lorabed in the City of

5t. Clowd. That'a dacing back 30, 31, 32 years oge.
Yep. Do-you recall whera you sav Hhis therapist?

Pas it Mke at the hospital, or was it at an office
oy what?

3% peg at e office buddding or office facility.

After I had £irst attewted sicide — not first, dut
on tho third attespt after the atlarpt of suicide, I
spent: tely yix or seven weeks in in-petient
therapy at the St. Cloud Hospital, saw a therapist ab

the hosplesd st that tire ay sell. "

e ™ ar e e o A e
[ ] [ =]

Ang that would be a different —

1 dom't kow IF it was the same therapist that T saw
after 1 had left the harpltal or nok, T dop’t recall
that,

Okay. Mow, how ves it that you were sent into joster
care? thy ws that, if you Jnow?

1 g’k wnderstand your guestion,

Okay, Wen you had this first ~ well, the three
suigide attapts, were yau living at hare with your

13 pazents?
A Twes,
12 0 So do you know why you éent: into foster care?
1A 1au't remll, Idon't wha' the
W ciroastanses were zur my rewoval frow the
15 Yome and pit into foster care,
0 Al right, So now you start counscling with
17 T, Hoefgen, How did this — this mubual
18 mshidation core wp? I mean, just describe that for
19 ug, the first time. What
70 & T ooess I wondd go to the residence or the xgctory
a for St, Roniface, And it widn't indtially start fram
71 the get-go Tem our meetings. Fr. Fian was just
23 counseling oe dn tamws of who T was as an
a0 mdepersan, And I don't recall if 40 cochered
25 within the first six oonths ot within the first yeax, -

e

nQ

1 don't reerbar that tine frage, Al honestly, I

ron't zenendber 1t 1t occurred or Atarted in 1979, in

that suwaer, or iF it was after that tise frame, It

was ammetine in the 1978, 1980 tiwe Lrame,

Okay. #ell, in Janwary. of 1378, looking at your date

of birth, you would have been 17 years of age, I

think,

That is coerect,

Olay, Jind thed your birth date baing

yeu would have becans 18 years of age -in of
Bl

That 1% Gurrecl.

Okay. hud from what you've already told uy, T take

it sure vhether the first
instance of this mival masturbation with ¥r. Fran
pocurred wnile yog were yoiog threwgi treatment with
him ox whether it ocowrred efter the treatment with
hin, Is that falr to say?

Tt was dwing the time T wae meeting with him, but 1
think that, to answer your questico furthez, 1 don't
recall Af it was prior to me turning 18 or mot.

Okay. Hnen did the comseling with Fr. Ffan end? I
think we've — T'we alysady asked you that question,
bt now I'd itke to clarify thet, if T can.

You mmean when did it end in temms of py oontipuing to Ny

OSB HOEFGEN_00378
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1 meet with hdw?

2 Q Yes.

3 A Woen qid T answer-chat question?

4 0 Wall, I thowht auhile back yoo told e it lasted

5 ahout six ormevenmonths; a0 X ams essuming that by
5 Jue, July, Migust of '79, you bad sbopped tekmseling
7 with him but maybe I'm. wxany,

B A No, That's not how I that questian. . I had
9 ted that I.odidn't doey if the abuse

10 within the fiesk gix moaths or first year after I

¥ started eoimgeling with Br. Fran, My sessings with
12 Fr. Tran eded shenche sas reaond from the parish
13 and sent out to — X teliave it.ws & sexnal

1 bredtmat bospltal our insthe State of

15 in 1983, 1982, I don't the date
I5  exartly.

3

0 Oy, Soyo aft\allymdmm to treat with
Fr. Fran dnto '6z, <183% ¢ .
19 & T eontdingd to meet adth L and to-vark sith hin and
2 talk with Mm:* feswas reounsclingse g5 well Anto
21 doining the: m:nFm sifix Monks At
1 5t Golm's, »
Olay. Ansoiifly — entifevind® he vas”
2% gent off for freatment, sthace el be these
5 incidents of mestusation: is that corcect?

=

13

1 A 1 aould bave +o say yes3 'to that statewnt.
10 Uay, To ym have anj way of estisabing how cften
1 ihis :
4 A Inzy cstimate, it sxuld fewe beon 1o dses than a
‘5 roren tines and 15 Twre than w0 Gizen Tines,

£ 0 5012t 24 cocasions?

1 & Twould say yes,

8 0 N, at anytioe doming this ~ during these

9 oceasians or during this tine pecicd, did you cbject
n o oor ptuLbst or 38y anything.to Tr. Eran about it?
At 1 dn% 1) o ested
21 feltas if Iwmse't dna postbier 4o say mo.

0 Omy. lLad ym:gver discoss it with enybody other
than, Fr. B U
16 A Iv the ypars subsequent o the ocruETing,
16 T've discvssdudtsaithsiheattorasy that is
17 opresentingae,. agowall<asmywifs.
18 0 Olay. ¥oen+ms the Tirst time you talked to
19 sbout shat happeiied betwoen you and Tr. Pran?
20 & Tt wodld have bean daling Back o the early
21 19%0s wien I had thscuased At withomy wife,
72 0 Olay. T
2 MR, e v did just farrthz=i’el:l11’t5,‘ Hike
2 and Rob, ve'fe not waiving spoosal covmmnication

7 puivileges or any of thosepr by himmaking "

~—

P L ™
= =

il A
10

i
15
16
1A
16

i Q
21

R
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statemsnts in this cond medlation sta
Ojay?

MR, EORD! “Thab's .
ALl right. Dthef than -your «rife and yon attomey,
have you talked bt Mmat 1 between you and
Ty, Fran «ithanybody pther than that?
‘Tomy recoilettisn, na.
Okay. Hawe you ever
thitk resulted from you getting i
Fr, Fran?
Yot specifical’y, Do
Yell, you scem to have qualificd that statesent.
you have some oubcame, ke alccholism ot
elee that calsed youto seek tweatsent that you think
night be therefore pelitad to shat ha vith
Fr. Tian?
7 sould agree aitli that -statement iastwell-as same
counsixling that 1 had in*the -spzimfeal umer of
2008,
Olay. Wnen did you - have You evef’ Jixd
for aleohnlism?
1 have, yes.
Wher was the fizst such effort ab tounseling?
Hauld have been sathime dn the -sarly 19806 1 put
myself intp reateeat at the §t. Cloud fogpital.

tyatment, for wHAC you
With

Did

Wes tat an ipmtientor o procesy?

Hould have been dppatient prboess,

13 that, lile, @ 3D:tsy program or samething else?
You boow, I don't ocill, 1 Jeing if the
poogram for approxinately 2 seek, maybe a little
less, and actually took aweelf vut of the progrm and

-did 7ot omplets the peogram af that Hie.

Oy, Now, hite yixi-ever forgotien 2bout what
between you and Fr. Fras, or bes it alweys

25

Forgotten aboat it.

How would ym say that what between you and

§ yo ‘:l.ife dpwhat
e G T——
How do 1 quantidy that ‘s 7 You durw;: 1t's

yomething being bom and zaised & Catholic, griwing
1p inthe Catholicrfaith, thirikiny-at obe peint T
wanted “fu became a Cathwlic priest and join the
Perrsdictife Order-dt:3t, <Zchn's, 7 Just feal that
wat oocurredto me- it gl man, I'n
& hetexoyeonsl gie;Sanil dE 08t~ i A TR, T
pedieve has rsally devedtated e 49-Sems f on

1inmy Yets In tesas of ot
ocorrred, T believe it wag an insppropdate thing to y
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k- %hat Was an outpatient treatment

Jappen to e, and 1t disqusts me to this day.

Has f{t affected your relationabip with yair wife?

I telieve it hay affected y relationskip with my

wife in regards to vur intimacy.

Oksy. Hae it affected yoar relalicoship with your

chisldeen?

1 alse helieve it hap nffected my reletionship with

oy children, snd [ will quantify thet o lictle bit

Turther along vith wy wife, Tn tems of how 1 core

BCross at Hnes in texma of beirg angry or having

little things bother re, B up at tipes, those

type of events.

Do you feel you have anpsr-manayeenit issues that you

xelate to vhat happened between you ad ¥r. Fran?

1 don't any longer, oo,

Dut at, aome pednt 4n tine, did you feel that you had

such anger ienues related to wiat happened

botween you and Fr, Fran?

1 heliew 50, yea,

#hen was it that you beliete you weze able to resolw

those 1s8uns?

After T vent thoough treatment for alccholim back ln

1990,

Okay. That soundo Like a second
7 iy that coprect?

for

That. is corect,,

Bo the first onc thot I've gob veted is pprdiinstely

& week in the 18603; is that right?

That 1 rorest. .

hed then v fad another oe in 1990; is that right?

it 15 corract,

Wae that also at the 8, Clond Howpital?

that wes oo, That was ncated at the Mev Uln

Tipgpdtal dovm in Few Oln, Minnesoha,

Hewr long a perind -~ was there any irpatient on that?
;antT <o

ity 1 correctly, it Was 4 ceven-weel

or. ning-yeek

101 zight, Did ywechave ~-have  hayd

ather

1 hawe not,

Oy, 623 the 3990 treatment in tew Ubn effective?
Absolutely, Yes, it was,

Okay. I think it says in the — and I alveady read
this ~ you fee) that you Jud 2 relapse {o 2008 bt
liave remained sober since that tiee: is that correct?
That is cormect,

How Jong » peried of relapse did you suffer?

From approximately Febiusry cr March of 2006 until

February or ¥arch of 2009,
18

L I T T N

OB re e e e ke e e s
— e e s T HERBRES

e
w

~2
o

0 And what caused you to Yecover fraw thie relapse?

% Self-persorerance and my oun will,

So 4T was pretty much self-directed. You did it

yoursel £y

A Yhat, 2lang @ith comaaling at that peint in time
that T met dth & comnselor in the late winter, early

; early stmar of 2008,

Q This connseldng that you just , would you
copsidet that to be alean) coumseling or more
yanaralized ersmseling?

2 1 would oonsider that to be neze generalized
cowrselizg.

0 Did ary of this counseling bawe anything o &) with
vhat 5 hetween you and Pr. Fran defgen?

4 I did discuss the abuse with a comselor af, that
point in time, yes.

¢ So that would be a third person dn addition to your
wife and your attovsdy that yea'se discusged what
happenad betheen you and By, Fran; right?

A That is correct, yes,

Do you Jmow if In the 19005 coanseling the subject of

il fappened between you and Fr. fran cahe up?

A I do oot bebieve it did, w.

Then in 1900, that counseling in ¥ew Un do you

think yhat you and Pr. fran caw up?

=

L=

=

A 1 dondt believe go. T da't believe I brought it up

at that point,

Do your fmov, as you sit here today, why you would not

have brongit that up in 1980 oy 19907

I can't ansver that question, T don't hnow,

Oy, The for Hediation Use Only

stateont. that your attomeys have ded s

conzludes with 2 peragraph celled "Hotevotthy," and

it says this; states that ho has a Bible from
¥r. Hoefgen vith an inscription to him, ¥z, Heefyen

-aduits-to having-sexwal ‘oontzct with-another troubled

rale in tha John K.K.K, Dos versus Pr. Hoefgin

matter." I9 that xoughly dccurale?

% That is niot in The Bible,

inscription  The 8ible jin tems

Fr, Fran and it has 2 date in it, but Y don’t Tocall

wiat the date of 1t iy at His point,

So there 15 an inscripticg, Tt's gof o dote, hut

it's mot direcred to you, I3 that wiat yor're

sayleg?

A No. It is directed — it's a — 7 Deliewe it says,
"erzy Christras" or soeething, Bod 1 don't
specifically recall whab the inscription saye, hut
it's from Fr, Fran, sigued by himy and 13 has the
date insids the coyer.

f =]

L=

1§

=]
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1 0 Okay. gthat we don't have The Bible here,
¢ do you koow moughly when it was youwould have gotten
3 that Bible?
4+ A I ballswe it 4@s in 1580. .
5 0 I'mgoing to-goback. “There's amther polnt I wanted
¢ to clarify in the sta that your attorieys have
1 fuoiished to us. The last ventense in the ection
§  titled "Mome” reads as — and T think de've
9 already covered this, dnt Taant to make ssure T
] it It eays, "This :
I taesmtll  wasabledto go back Jome, st which
17 point tire the rexual abuse A
] In-point of fact, it somds like the Sexuml
4 abuse actnally aomtinmed after you went how-and only
15 stopped +hen Fruhoeloen wms gent off for oty
1% is that rige?
17 A Iwould agmeeswith that, gea.
10 Q Okay. Now, haswatiat - “betweencyen and
19 Fr. Eeefgen wiith your +0 warkeover
0 the yesars?
2R ! 1
2 ‘to
23 holda job,
24 0 Bave you had ciffieudvy holding jobs over the years?
25 A Yes,
7
1Q Oy, o ym haveany that weuldn't be &
2 yuess a8 toshat sort; of dncome loss you may hawe
3 suffered over theyears because of your Ssability to
i hold a job thit you ettribute to shat
H D you and Fr, Frm?
§ A 2 wuldn't be able to answat that ot this polat, I
1 dow't Jnow. C e
8 0 Do you have any idzd:as fto st youmay:have
9 incurred over the gears for comsellng of-mnesort or
g0 the other that you think ia related +owhat bappensd
1 ol e yowans $r, Yoot ‘
12 3 T would have to mswer-that -the 48y, ¥p, Tord,
11 Idem't dmow,
1 Bid d ora
15 relate ta you
15 Fr. Tran?
17T A T did mt.
18 Q Do you currently attend church?
18 A Ido.
20 Q Was tiere ever a paziod when becawse of shat
21 bebween you.and Fr. Fran you stopped sttending church
W b reqular basig? .
23 A Ididnot. I've elymys ot JBES,
b1 MR, FORD: Olay. Hell, I think that covers
% it, The way this process works is Mr, Skich will ask »

TIAL

1 ym s pestdons, T:may have‘swic | and,
?  of couzse, Af Mr. Noaker wants t5valiksyoul Soma
3 cquastionn, ba:car, -5t he carstalk:byipon any
¢ tire be wants; so oftentimes, ha'll just'do that in
3 private, »
6 1 thank you for shat you've told e
+  aleeady. I 'thepeany quesrion yosswanted to ask e
&  or eves mre , d9°theremny questice that
% you think Jshouldesve askei’and you're wendering
3¢ vy T didn't that you think inonld ‘give us 4@ fair
1 of your gitwtion as it relates to wat
Jappened betwean you aod Pr, Fran? Any avess T
13 migeed?
M THR RITAESS :  You “lnow T -atpreciate w1
15 bringlag thet wp and asking that, Me. Ford, It at
16 this polnt, -T don't hinksthere's E
17 that X oold dn tems of shassyouive?
8 asked, :
19 MR, ECRD: Chay. and I've told thisto
2§ other Anyir tlans s “Seov &fter a0
7 of v
iz if,
71 petfectly fte to'talk-to your dbaut
4 it of course, aid the oo yoa
25 vhether you want to have hinm send us that .
oints ot an poink we didn't vover; so

JuBt BO Yo —— Howonundergtind that?
THE : Iy yes.
R, FORD: Okay. UThank you. Thet's all 1

THE WITHESS: Thenk vou.

MR, STICA: ithds :is Beb
stich, I've ot a couple of . 5me of it
in sort of fallow-up.

10 ot}

11 ByMr: Stleh: - :

12 Q ¥ow, the here is being placed in foster
13 cate, Wiere did you live before you were placed in
¥ foster care?

AT w

16 Q did thay live?
17 A They Uwed in — at the vime, they 2ived in Richwood,

18 HMonegoka,
19 Q Ao, ddd you belong to a parish in Riglmond?
20 A Yes, Idid
21 Q Okey. ZAnd did you.and wour fanily go-fo church 2t
that parish in Ricmond?
2 %e did, yes.

2§ N, scoording to the dates that ™I hawe here, yeu

vere sbout 17, it looks like, when you mere placed-in o
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CONFDENTIAL

b] foster caze. 1
2 B That is coerect. H
3 0 Vhat wre the ciramstances? #hat do ym recall of 2
{ that? . 4
5 b Tie cucusterces were specificatly centered and 5
t  clrcled arourd my suicide attenpt in Novestnr of 6
1 19, 1
8 0 Okay. Do 7T have this right: Yoo said that there vas []
9 ong sijcide stbempt. in Kigust? 9
0 b That is comect. 0
11 @ Aol then angther — and fhen twp in Nowesbér of ‘782 11
12 h That is comect. 17
13 ¢ Aneg was it after ane of the ones in Yavenber that you 1
14  wepl in to foster care? 1
15 & Tmat is comect. 15
16 @ Rfter which enc? 1
37 & It voold hawe been after the third suicide attempl. 17
18 Q After the thinl Oy 16

18

19 A Ny family and parents apd friews, no one wes aware

So you vere when von were placed intn foster
care, Yoere was the foster care? Wnere were you mab
into foster care?
In Cold Spring, Minnesota,
With whom?.
Tie jndividoal 's name vas
1 helieve,
That, was the first name?

=0

That is correct.
Okay. _And
Tight?

Ihat is correct.
So vhen you weze Living in Richmond, you were
attending schon] i

That 13 corréet.

Then you moved in ~ what wos yonr fivst contact,
then, with ¥an Hoaigeu?

T don't recal). It would hawe heen at the parish at

isint

2 of the previous two suicide atherpts. 20 R
21 0 Okay, Bub they becem aware of the third attenpt. 31 St. Boniface parish, hut T don't recall the initial
22 A They wuld have been because 22 {irst meating, .

23 2 Q Khat wete you doing st the parish &t St. Bondface?
24 Q Okay. Wt was the reason for the suicide atterd? 4 A Attending church and I was 2lso a mewbey of the youth
25 2 You ko, looking back was becacse —- centered awound - 5 choir, 2_}
| depression and drug e, 10 Okay. g you attemsal church. Did you st youth
2 0 Do you recal] whet you were depressed about? 2 gragp there?

3 A Probably the doug use ot that paint. 3 K 1T wes not 2 yooth grap, It was the youth ciedr,
40 Okay, 4 0 Okmy. hnd it.wae in that cotext that you came into
y 2 You knw, Tdon't Zean Lo sound cavalier and Laugh §  contacl with Fe. Hoafgen?

¢ about 1t, but that's rsally I'm sure what it was & A That is correct,

1 mstly centered around. 7 Q¢ Okay.

6 0 Yesh, They sort of go hand in hand oftdn, When did 9 A I want to clarify, Me. stich, T don't zecald if it

9 war in the swmet or fall or spelwy or sumer of 1979

9 you starl using drmgs?

10 A T would agswee when T wes in -~ J started dritking
117 alcdvel AT s [Sand Searved JCRLAZIIG 5 wihg
12 drugs prebably wien T ses aixteer-anda-half,
15 0 Ohay. hod at that tine wher mere you atimviing

12
&)

U scheol? . ) ) u
15 A T wes attending schook at N P
16 1§
17 @ Okay, Were you using alcohol ard drugs with other n
19 people? I mean, were there a graw of you ox friends i
19 who used aleghok and deuys, #lso? L]
20 & It was, yos, 2
21 9 apd yere they other students at 2
2 A Thay vers; yes. 2
23 Q And 0 after the third suicide attespt ~- wimt year !
N were you in high sehool dn 2
2% 2 1w l25

or 198). It was smetime in that time frave.

L hen ou Fist ST i conlztt with i

X That 1s correct.
{ Spring or wumer or fall of 'MW, Now, by the fall of
78 — well, when did you o9 back honé?

J During the sumer of 2673,
Q Okay. 5o if yowr first rontact was in the sumer or
fail of '19, were you living back at heme; or were
you ski11 liviog in Cold Spring?

T can't answer that question specifically, 1 dan't
recall if it was before I moved home or not.

After you maved home, did you remain in the youth
coir?

1 did.

Okay, Can you tell us anything abont the first
incidimt of this mosturbation with Fran Hozfgen? You ”8

¢
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kv, how- it~came aboutsor anything you 1¢caldaboot
it, the first incident?~

Tk wonld have bagn — 1 don't spacifically recall the
Hst instance, othey than it cocurred at the mctory
or the resigence where both Fr. Fran and Fr. Breman
were Livirmy. You know, it seould haveroconred. after
1 had 1et and had jmown him For a peried of time. Ik
didn’t cocur or didn't happer in a ahort,
pericd of tiwe after we had met.

Okay. Now, Brennas was ~— he was the pastor at that
tim; cight?

Fx. Brerwian vis the pastor and T heligwe Fr. Frin vas
the associte pastor,

Okay. At that time where vas the ~= there were they
Living? .

At the res or the rectoyy for St. Doniface
Church.in Cold Spring.

fihere was that Jdocabed?

It was tight acrvss the street from the chamch.
Okay, 1s Hhat-the-building +hat-faimerly had heen
the convent?

T don't know-thatr of oL, It's a huge qranite
tellding ety corer to 5t, te thurch; it T
don't knaw if it was fomerly a Sonfnt of mat,

Okay, The biy gronite uilding, ot of recms? 2

1ot of Toam,

And you — it says samething hepe shout covnseling,

Vhat sort of comselingere you having with 7

T kelicwe the vounseling aromd % belty

watched in terme of my capressive state bocause I ted
sigice, 2nd the coomseling basically

certered around getting together and miweting amd

talkieg, I don't cally zecall how to ansver

your questimn inxoge tetail, Jout that's what it wes

centered around, -

Dhay, "W, wns {f rore Piysidlegiesl ot

cowneel ivg ahoot: clapch ratters or —

No. It wasn't abont — T den't.Dedigve it vas about

ittt nichniemoalle It e

more of @ .ohe on one, gat o kmow you,

fr te  Epldmg: just toKkeep 3 bammetsr

on W0 T 488 in-fems of-where T-vas in wy 1ife

became 1 ad attepted sulcide .

Okay. Now, this suicite, aere you hospitalized?

T was.

iere?

At the St Clad ).

How dong were ymu dn the hospital?

'believe for a peclad of six to sewen weeks,

Opvinesly, you surviued. ®e bnow that much, But do

»

3o

bt
15
15
17

—_
&

4
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25
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you have any primaRent imjury of fran that

shicide 4t
A 1 have o effects frtm that event in
@ Omy. r

A Other than the starring, the scar tissue.

Q You've got a schr. How, tie — o you zecall when
¥, Hoefigen gave you'The fible? Wonid it be
conkatporansots with the date in The Rlble?

A T guess T don't understand what you mean by
4 riieoos. ¢

0 You said Hwre's a dite dn The Bible.

& Mhete is, .

§ Yy question is: Woadd that have been a date — a
daté in or avomd the tine that he actually geve it
to you?

A VYes,

Q Or on the day that ha gaw it to you ar the week that
he gave i to yow?

2 Yes,

Q Oky. Co ym mecall zny es to him
giving you'a Bibie?
P Onafoiendedy | T'nodsswing; 1 ¥as

part of tha-yeuth chalr, samethingalong those lines.
¢ Do you recall him Ribles 15 other pereons?

% That % do not recall.

0 Rere you still cowmselity shan — or still weaing
Pr, Feefgen when del Taylar becwn the pastor?

A Tdon't recall that,

0 Okay. Yow, these 3 that are deserdbed here
of the Tashyssakion, did-all of those instanscs take
place in-the Tesicence — in the priest's zresidence?

A That is correct.

D The ong that you described —

A Uat's cotrest,

[P LR D (T

A That is coreect,

0 A this went on over-a pecind of hew many years?

A It.mnt on for a peried of a couple of years.

ted

& o sdingd

R ST
walk? Foobably the

A That is eorrect.

[ %t did you do after yov gr  ted schopl?

A Actally, weat to work for a guntlemsn in: Cold Sprig
by the name of

0 Aud I take it that the meefings with Fran-Heefgar
contdmied -~
A It did,

OSB HOEFGEN_00383
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— vhile you were and also going Lo school
8t the
The teetings bot again; T need to clarify,
I don't recall 1f 3t was that fall cr’ spxing or
surmey of 1980, It was egustits in that tine frama,
You rean the first one —
That is corxect.
- the firat incident.
O the fixst — even the first mectings with
Fr, Fran, %that is correct.
Might have been the spoing or fall of 1980; ds thet
eorrect?
It could have been. I :the inscription in The
Bihle vas from 1980, but T can ook that wp
and clarify that with @y attamey,
Yeah, Mhy dan't you do that and give that
Infnptios to yoor 2 ard be would probsbly
pass that on to us.

Did yon aver meat with lcefgen when there
were eny other paple ut the Ireting?
flo, just mpself;
Just the two of you?
Tuat I recsll, yes.
Did he have soe
I don't kmow Af be hadt

¢ vith youth choir?

vaent other )
33
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than the fact that be was the asstciate pastor and
was part of the: for the parish in tenss
of the Jeadsrahip position that he-hedd,

Oldy, o you recall a retreat at

3t. Banifare?

I do.

ard you gave ons of the talks &t the retreat; do you
reeall that?

I do.

Do you recall what year that was?

TR, Y vt th Bay -~ T iwif fo say ths sothg

of =~ Jate winter or early spring of 1979, bat T
don't specitically recall. I do recall the retreat,

Olay, It wes either that - edther ™9 or '80?

I'm thinking samevhere in that time frame, yes.

This was a retrest for youny pedple?

It was, yes.

Do yoo recall bow it came about that you gave one of
the talks at the retreat? )

T think it centered around ny survival from my
suicide attempt,

Okay. and you were — it vas gae — You were
talkdig to them about how you survived or trying to

1nspire pecple or what? o you recall what that was »

v
£=3

- s
W

20
2
22
23
24
5
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abaut?

T would egree with what you said in temms of the
-Insplration piece, and that ) had survived my
attenpt,

You had ., You were able to move on, and sort
of encouraring other people 1o do the same?

That s correct.

Did you attend more then ane of these rotreats?

That I do not recall,

Okay. In the priest's residence, do you recall where
these incidents took place?

In ¥r. Fran's sy or his office.

Thete's mantion here on this atieet of paper that was
given to us thet Pr. Hoefgen admits to having seximl
ountact with anather mile. Are yal avars of
Fr. Hoofgen having sexual contact with anyone atber
than you?

T have no persenal kncwledye of that, no.

Olay, You know that now betause somscne has gaid
that,

I know that now becase -- that is corxect, yes.

But you didn't bave any of that at the
time?

I did mot,

Or dld you ever — prior to contacting your attomey, 2

did you ever leam — do you kocw Of anybody else who
ever had any dbout Fr. Hosfgen?

The anly Joewiedge that T had at that point in tina
was what I hied stated earlier that he was

fran the parish ant sent oot fo — T believe it was

3 ot in Maryland,

Do you recall wien that Hag?

T'n wanting to tecall. I'm thinking it was in 1982,
1083,

Al vere your meetings with bim and these sensions
witi dis, did wét contire the dueibiar Nl

left?
1 don't recall that. I da't kmoow.
Wab
leaving the parish?
Re had beeo from the parish, and T dan't

went to say it was a numar, bul that he hat been sent
out to this facility out in ¥eryland, and that's
really as mch as I zecall. Yoo know, I recall
actually calling him-and contacting — trying to
contact him et that facility.

Ckay, Did you ever get a hald of hiw?

1 did mot,

what was your purpose for trying to contact him?

I balieve at that palnt in time was becaise he had "
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Elizabeth Ann Seton Parish in Hastings, -Minnesota,

SN
1)

1 beenny mentor, and T omsidered him a friend. !
7 Q Did you ever oonaider bt you were doton with ¥ nd dn I balieve thersumeks6f:1992, iy

5 Rpegen as something-thatuas waeong?: 3 wifeand I and ou thidrom:at rthaftine drove
4 B T 0id, yes, that it vas wreg and & fate, §  ouer to Rastings andumst Fr, Bvon-thers after om: of
5 Q Bot you oonbimpd dolng it? 5 the masses.

§ A It contimed to happed, T dm't thirk T cen say I 4 {0 Okay. This vas & social vioit?

7 oontinged dolng 1t., It conbismed to ooz, % A It was a scolal visit, bet it was algo a visit to

¥ Q AL right. Did yowwmeer talk to him abost it, abont ¢ show him that I vay » nomal map, apd 1 had 8 wife

9 your abot what you were doing? 9 ad kids,

10 & Not specifically, mo, Never — if your're asking me, it 0 Okay., You vented Yim ko meet your femily, your wife
11 did I ever confronk, him shout {t? W, I did 2ot. and family?

12 @ Or did he ever ask you about it? 12 b 'That is correct.

13 R T don't helieyeche did, 11 9 This oms 3 cordial , w5 32

14 Q AL right. ays-iiere — I think it saic that yod 14 A It wes 3 cordi2) mosting.ap to where 7 Teally felt as
15 panjcally amti) he left to go out east or Af —T1'U leawe it et that. It was a-comlial

% wes sent outstberes Do T have that right? 16 weeting, yes. -

11 A Yes. Yes, 17 0 A right. oHasthis before wor after oy bad told

10 Q0 T'mjust checking my motes here, . 10 your wife aboat your dncidents with Tren?

19 & You know, I i the parish priest aodmy 19 A It would havesbeen \arpond- the paie time period.
2% spititml adviser. 20 Q Okmy, Jawe you -~ dic yoi“eotime dny omtact, with
20 O Okay. And thenT take it thaf after the — I think him by phane, e-mail, cards, letters?

20 youald “You yetd-back ‘fewe. with your 22 & T have sam eqmil v with him a5 yall
N parents? 2] vhén be sof the féstof at Sk, Jom's, A1

26 A Yesh, Idon't imou the specific tise frame, Itims 24 bellewe the email — 1tms
7% Asixta th tine frme when 1 s in foster 5 25 ¥ Antepaittent, bt T believe the last time
L care ard when T hadmoved back hione o live with my 1 it eoizeed sey dn 2005 Afber the bivih of cur

2 falks, 2 child,

1 Q Okay, Aud T-take it-that by -that tims had yoi 20 Ckay. Were do ym live nou?

[ the we of wloohp] andt drugs, orwere 4ATn :

5 you atill uaing? 5 0 Oay, ol you work in

§ A T vas sti) using, § & Ydo,

7 0 Did that have — were you usiug alechol and drugs T Q “Mat's quite @ haal, isn't 27

B with Fran? B2

¢ & T was mot, 90

Q Did he evar provids any.aleochol to you? I A Yes.

u A Heddnt, ' 0 oley. Thal's cut~for you, dg.it?

12 0 Or any droge? 12 A Very much so, Ves,

13 L Fe did me. 13 WR. STICE: Okay. Goxd, AL right, I

hard useg 2ledwl o N think that's dl) the questions T have no. X

15 drogs before with him? . 1 you k%o R
16 A WO, : t6¢  nis, It's helpful-foraall okus, dor ues artoor

17 Q Yince the timeihat he Jekt, De +ms sent out east, [+ your attormey. Thank you.
10 have you had any ootactawithFran ¥oalgen? 18 THE WITHESS:  Thamk you.

19 A On noe occasion, yes, bR, TORD:" Mr, this is tike Ford
20 0 And vhen vas that? ‘Fhat was that.all abeot? agaln, I just hawe one.

20 A That wuld have been in — my Eauily-aeiT were 2 o]

% living in Minnesots, ibenwe rwsl o dir 22 By r. Pond:

33 cuzrent mgidence dn Mipnesota. 1 — and 21 @ I don't kaow if this ds -2 fellew-up question or a

29 T don't yerald how 1 thia, but I leamed that question 1 forgat to adk, but have you thiught sbout
25 he wos the priest or the pastor.at St. Aoy — 25 and do you kooy shat yoseant to accorplish dvith this “

K[|
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K
2
23
b
25

madiation?

A No, Iguess T haven't, T hawen't really mwh thoeght
abot. what the onteame 1s. I theoght T would be
nervous today and that I wailda't sleep Yast ndght,
Ihat dida't ooxur. That didn't hsppen. And I dan't
have any hopes ar expectakions in tems of the
nediation at this point,

Q Okay, Usually going into a reliaticn ke thig
prople in your poaltion may have — and you'll
prebanly talk to your abtomeys tore about, this --
but. have & cadbinaticn of either mooetary ami
nounnetary things or ape or the alber.

fnen T =3y “manetary," money, that reans
mprey.  Aed normenetary means sagtines people want
to get a chance to gut 6o validdtlan for thejr
feelbnge or what happsped to then, 8o anyway, that's
vhat T'e talking about — take the mystery ot of
it — is just trying to find at if you've given that
any thought, Samds like you and your attomneys will

) be talking about that Sarther,

I hd T do vant to answer ode of your giretions a
Little bit further in clarity. You hwo asked if
thers vere eny additiomal things 1'd like toadd. 1
ihid indicate T went through a precess of writing sams
netes. Fr. Bremah chd walk in oh ug anes -

IR, SITCH;  Okay.

A — vhen this was ccmring. lso, when 1 was baing
vetted, for lack of a better word, Lo join the
monastery at St. Jotw's, the epiritmal cireotor o
the director of vicdtions there was & priest by the
nare of Fr, Kleran Molan, and I did zeport the
ocontack to Rim ay well.

MR, STICH: Olay.

Ly Mr, ¥ord;

(0 Oley. let's g back over that a little hit, When
fr. Br walked in on you, wag that - how far
into the — to the rplationship with Fr. Frab vas
that? Was that {n the beginning, the siddle, the
e :

4 That T do wot recali.

Q Omy. Ynat, if anything, did Fr. Brennan zay when he
walked 0 on the tho of you?

A I'nasswning et the point it wes cxmiete
enbrrzsanant anil tumed arousd and walked out.

Q 1take it, then, from what you're telling ns that
Fr. Breaaman never cane to you and talled to you about
1t?

A e did not,

Q Jud you don't have -- T'm aasuming, them, that
Fr, I1an never mentigned to you that Fr. Brennan had

L R N T T T

O e R M ot e e e e e s —
RV Er et

B TS R JV P

B ond B3 g b e L e Bes - .
- B R i~ il o~

223

=

=

[=24

L~

then alked to Pr. Fran abaut it?

Yo, he did net.

Oxay. So it's just e sitaotion where Fr. Brennan
walked in, saw Wdat the two of you were doiny. Was
it ¢lear from what you were doing ard his vantage
point that he had to know that you were enguged in
subual rastuthetion at that point?

Yes.

and theo Fr, Kieran Nolan, yon made 2 report 1o him
while you were through this prooess with

5k, dohn's to deteouine whethar you could join the

‘Tat is coroect,
% you Jmo whan that prosess was that you were
oomsidering jaining the Atbey? What years that was?
I vanit to tag it vas 1n the 1082 Lo 1904 tme frame.
Oy, hnd bow long a process wag that? Was it a
case of cns meeting or did it go o for weeks ox
manths?
It vent on for ronths. T led metings at
that point with fr. Yieran Nolan, Ang, also, on at
teast dne aod 1 beffevs o occasioag, spent a night:
or a weekand at the monastery at St. Joim's,

y you didn't join thw Abbey, Can you share

with us vy that a7
43

Recause I mot the wost wondezfud, Deatdful woman in

the world.

Okay. Yo your interest i the joining the Aubey
hecauee of the relationship with your wifa?

That is correct.

Okay. It wasn't a case where the Abbsy lurmed you

dowr:? .

o, oot at all,

Okay, And then when you discussed this with

Fr. fieran Nolan, how leng of o comersation way

Wit .

T don't recall specifically. I'm sue it was

extrems)y hrief, but I don’t 1mcall off the top of my

Do you hate any recollection what . &y,

you gob fren Fe. Kleran on that?

I don't 1ecall that edther.

Did ¥r. Kieran ever cane havk to you to discoss it,

or did it Jusk coour that one Hiwe?

It was just on that one occasion.

Okay. Do you recall what it was you told Pr. Kieran?

That there had beer sexual contact between Fr. Fran

and myself. Brd T do recall in joindmg the Order,

yu join *he Order and are to becam what's called a

ohmitidte. And sonevhere ip that time frame, 1 was “
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A 1 beliswe aweltten spology auulﬂ

tlgse o’ 1ig € Join the Qrder znd Fr. Kieran
tad asked me to weit & year,

Q0 M wes it durlny-that aait that you
daveloped a-telatiomshipwith Hie woman that became
your, kife?

L lNo. Tet would have corurred after that,

0 Okay, S Fr, Kietan asked you o weit a yeac, And
at the end of timt year, shiat happened?

A I had ot that pointimaved ao.and had alyesdy changed
wty mixd in texrs of joining the Order.

Q Dkay, 5o cven befure mesting yourswife, yoy denided

that jeining the Ordsy s pot & thay, you
were Interested in doimg?

A It vas in that semectine frame,

Q Okay, Do you have aweonll of getring back-to
fr. Kleran dhe  andte)ling hinthat you
were 1o longgr 1an Joiningthe Order?

A That T ¢y mot oecalls

MR, PORD: Okay. That's all Y questions
I've got cn-that.- Thank yousvery mudh, Ne, Stichmay
or Ty ot hdve.2 faw,
MR, ST tlok's see:
StediEn 61

| By Mr. Skich:

0 Do you have any reoollection of what. year that migit:

have been singn you sgy Brennas walked. in on you?
T don't, Jt-would have been batwesn 1981 anef 1983,
Okey, But Dothing was -ever said-by you o Brewmn or
Breman to you abopt that?
R That is coriect.
MR, STIGH: Okdy. I think that's all the
wpestios 1 have,
b, T way going o ask you — sometimes dn same
situakions pergons in.your positionvant o —
actually vant to.confront: Um:persch thar. ﬁley e
accusi® oF meckive an apdlidy, 4
#inything ke that in your mind of =cmth_nq maf
might be helpfsl to you in Tesolving these 15mues?
nor & T
0 hawe a Tr, Fran; ot
an apelogy T ballese vould be incrder. Yee,
¢ Oky, 3ince yot doo't wart £o have a oonfrontation,
fiow vkl vou Like to have an-amlon? By etter?
By e-mail or jnst conveyed fram Fxan thoough somsbody
else such as met

=11

=

sle.
e “Clays l‘«]__[-ith. 1

note of that, Ijthisk thag's all T have xight now.

Ag&il‘l, thanks .fOl",-‘VDHI tie.

TEHTINESS:  You'rewnleome, Zhank you "

I R I I

b
IR

—- e
= &

Som o ow o o
BE N NFES ERE B

Y @ en o e R

both,

R, FORD!

That's al) T'ws got as well.

Pat, is inere anything youwark to 237 .

MR, WRRER:

don't ming,

MR, TORD! Yep.

1]
2:07 pumi.}

o, I appreciate dt. IE you

and T would 2ike to.6ray an ike Line
and talk jusk for a minukee after you qaye gt off,
KR, W0RD: Okay,
MR, STH. 4e’)l hang up. Thasks,
THE WITAESS: Thank you, gentlemm

Thatk wyou.

, ‘the intervier was at

47
GIATE OF
COUNTY OF STERRMS
LR RN .
intarvid of i ’ and
‘
in and
. I e dower ¢f That ofEice
in baldng in
TG I am oz
o
o I
W
e
MY FAND AND SEA% this 13th day of
Janary, A1, ¢
ic
1, 202
48
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Meriial Status: Married

Age:
Children:

Occupatlon: Unempioysd

Perp: Fr. Francis Hoefgen

Period of Abuse: 1978

Location of Abuse: Perish residence at 8t. Boniface’s

Summary; Fr, Hoefgen soxuslly abused ons
him afier a suicide attempt.

ABUSE:
was placed in foster care and wes for in 1978 after & suicide
:and havo

vas able to go back home &t which
point the sexual sbuse stopped.

INJURY/DAMAGES:
suffers from suleide on 2 more occasions ufter the sexual
abuge by Fr. on end off for the past 30 years, 15
an aleoholic 30 years. He was sober for a numbsr of years before
sober since that thme.
he hei abible from Fr.  enwithan i % b FLHO 0"

admits contact with another troubled male in John KICK. Doe v, Fr,

al,

‘EXHIBIT /
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SAINT JOHN'S
ABBEY

April 7,2011

Mr.

cfo M. Jeffrey Anderson

Jeff Anderson & Associates, P.A.
366 Jackson Street, Suite 100
Saint Paul, MN 55101

Dear ~

1 am wyiting you 1o formally apologize to you for any harm that came to
you as a young man in Saint Bopiface Parish in Cold Spring, especially in your
relationship with Father Fran Hoefzen, OSB, who was associate pastor.

Representing Saint John's Abbey, I apalogize for his wrongdoeing at a very
vulnerable time in yow life, and pledge my detezminstion to assure that
appropriate boundaries between members of this monastic community and other
persons are never violated again,

1 hope that now that you have named the pain, recognized it, and

confronted it, and gone through the settlement process that yon will begin to know
- the-healing-you kongfor, though.the process will surely continue for many years.

Sincerely,

ot John Klassen, OSB

Office of the Abbor
Box 20135 « Collegeville MN 56321-2015 - 320-363-2546 « www.saintjohnsabbey.org
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SAINT JOHN'S
* ABBEY

May 11, 2011

Fran Hoefgen

Dear Fran:

Greetings and Baster blessings! Iknow that the recent publicity regarding sexual abuse
must be difficult for you as it is for all of us., I saw the awful WCCO report and I cannot imagine

how dreadful this has been for vou. I want you to know that I hold you in prayer.

You have forwarded to me a petition for a continuation of exclaustration. Per our
conversation last spring, I was ready to move in that direction. However, after much prayerful
consideration, ] cannot recommend this to the Congregation for Institutés of Consecrated Life
and Societies of Apothc Life. I have not forwarded your petition. However, if you wish me to
do so, T will convey it as is my obligation. But I will have to write a letter opposing that it be
pgranted. Because of my recommendation and the issue of sexual abuse, it is my understanding

that it will not be granted,

If you do pot wish to return to the monastery, you may make a simple petitien for
dispensation from your obligations as a priest and your monastic profession, The on is
simple and the process does not require a lengthy process since it is granted by the Congregation

for the Doctrine of the Faith which has competence in cases of sexual abuse of minors.

T understand that one of your concexns is health coverage. If you are dispensed and no
_longer a member of the monastery, then you will not be eligible for health coverage under the
Abbey’s policy. Ther efore, if you receive a dispensation, the Abbey will give youa gift = ™~
(therefore not taxable) of $30,000 to assist you with payments for health coverage.

is elition-fordispensation-but-wi it
exclaustration, T will forward your petition but with a negative recommendation. If your petition
is denied, I will then begin the process of dismigsal from the monastery, This will result in your
dispensation from your monastic professicn and the conbinuing suspension of your exercise of
priesthood, If you are dismissed you will no longer be eligible for health insurance from the

Abbey aud the above offer of assistance will not apply

[ ask that you let me know by June 1 of your decision. If I have aot heard from you by
this date, I will begin the process of dismissal. )

Olfice of the Abbor
Box 2035 « Collegeville MN 56321-2015 .+ 320-363-2546 - www.saintjohnsabbey,ovg
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Fran, this has been a difficult letter for me to write. However, I write it with your interest
inmind. It is necessary for you to move into the future. I want to do this positively, not
negatively with a dismissal. Iam concerned about your health care needs.

Sincerely in the Risen Christ,
%—M Mﬁm; /76 '
Abbot John Klassen, OSB

Enclosure:  Petition for Reduction te the Lay State
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May 27, 2011

His Holiness Pope Benedict XV1

Vatican City, Europe
Your Holiness,
sub d from all
the ob the raturn
definitively to lay status.
1.
Francis Frederick Hoefgen,
Phone:
Birth; 08/29/1950 in Menominee Mlchlgan to Hoefgen

Siblings: 8 Brothers, 3 Sisters

Salyatotien Seminary 1964-1968

Saint John’s University Collegeviile, Mimmesota 1968-1972 BA
Novitiate Saint John's Abbey 1972-1973

First ptofession July 11, 1973

Final profession July 11, 1976

Saint John’s School of Theology 1976-1979 M.Div.

Ordination to priesthood; June 22, 1979

Parachial vicar St. Boniface Parish, Cold Spring, MN 1975-1984
Parochial vicar St, Boniface Parigh, Hastings, MIN 1985-1992
Guestmaster Saint John’s Abbey 1992-2002

Exclaustration 2003-present

Africa Service Trip 2003-2005

Receptionist at urm McReavy Funeral Home 2005-present

2
1 began my exclaustration October 2003 until present. Since [ have been away
identified as such.

3.
1 have no problem with the deposit of faith as taught by the Roman Catholic
Church,

4,

Itespect the authority of the church,

OSB HOEFGEN_00402



5. Precautions .

1 have taken the past eight years discerning my decision with prayer and &
Spiritual Director. It has become cleat that I need to move in a different
direction in my life, My initial time in Africa made me realize that this was

the path I needed to pursue in terms of my discernment process. In my time .
away from the monastery and on return visits it has become clear that I ean no
longer live religious life.

6. Definiliveness

I have no doubt thet this:is what ] want to do and that my decision is final. I have
made this decision freely and without reservation.

7. Health
My physical health is good,
My emotional health is stable and sound.
My spiritual health is grounded in faith and is good.

8. Summ
Since I have taken eight years of exclaustration, I have come to realize that I can

rio longer live the monastic life at Saint John’s Abbey and am formally requesting
1o be dispensed from all the obligations attached to {he Sacred Orders and
religious profession and to retumn definitively to lay status.

9. Oath
1 solemnnly swetir to the truth of all my stalements.

Humbly submitted,

A W

Francis I7 Hoefgen

0SB HOEFGEN_00403
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SAINT JOHN'S
ABBEY

July 15,2011

Amy Strickland, J.C.L.

Associgte Director for Canon Law

The Resource Center for Religious Institutes
8824 Cameron Street

Silver Spring, MD 20910

Dear Amy:

These materials include a copy of all Father Fran Hoefgen’s “biographical®
materials, starting with his acceptance into formation, as well a copy of all the materials
you have from his treatment at SLY, as well as any other indications of problems over the
years. You will note that there was an evaluation at Saint Luke Ingtitute in the mid-
1990s, but there is no report in the file from that evaluation. Abbot Timothy must have
had the report sent Fran’s legal counsel, Mr. Bob Stich. Do you necd this for the file? If
so0, we will need Father Fran’s release so that it can be sentto you by Mr. Stich.

Thave included everything related to the allegations of misconduet, for the
incident in 1983, for the most recent allegation, for inappropriate contact with Mr.
. in the spring of 2002, and for an incident with an undergraduate stndent in
the fall of 1995, I have also included the documentation for the exclaustrations, including
Father Hoefgen’s letter requesting release from vows and priesthood. I have tried to put

the materials inn more or less chronological order.
. _. Thank you for your work on this important matter,

Sincerely,

\ . < HENTPA . A 3

AbbetJohn Klasser, OSB

Qffice pf the Abbot
Box 2015 « Collegevilie MN 56323-2015 - 320-363-2546 » wwiw.saintjohasabbey.ury
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Abbot John Klassen's private account

Fronm Licari, jonathan

Sent: . Monday, July 25, 2011 6:13 PM

To: Ahbot John Klassen's private account
Subject: FW. Fran

Jonathan, osb

Fram: Robert T, Stich [mailto:rstich@stichlaw.com]
Sent: Monday, July 25, 2011 1:19 PM
To: Michae! J, Ford (MFord@quinlivan.com); Licarl, Jonathan

Subject: Fran

Fran Hoefgen has given permission far the Abbot to use the documents referenced In your e-mail of Friday Juty 22 for
preparation of a votum to support an application to Rome to grant Fran a full dispensation from monastic Ilfe and

priesthood.

Bob
.Robert 1, Stich

STICH, ANGELL,
KREIDLER, DODGE & UNKE, PA,
— R

The Crossings, Suite 120

250 Second Avenue South
Minneapolis, MN 55401-2150
(612} 333-6251 (phone)

(612) 305-4559 (direct dial)
(612) 333-194D {fax)

The information contained in thls e-rmall and any files transmitted with it are confidentlal, attorney work product, or
...subject to the attomey/client privilege, The informatlon is Intended only for the person or persons to whem It is
addressed. If you are not the intended recipient, or the agent or employee responsible to deliver it to the intended”
recipient, you are hereby notifled that any use, dissemination, distrtbution or copying of this communication is strictly
prohlblted. if you have recelved this e-mail in error, please immediately notify the sender by telephone, and destroy the

—orngmal'message without-making-acopy Thank—yau—for~yeur—assistanee and~ceopexaﬂon
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SAINT JOHN'S
ABBEY

August 2, 2011

Amy Strickland, J.C.L.

Associate Director for Canon Law

The Resource Center for Religious Institutes
8824 Cameron Street

Sitver Spring, Maryland 20910

Dear Amy:

Sincerely,

Klassen, OSB
Enclosures: Votum for Father Francis F. Hoefgen, O.5.B.

Mandate to Conduct the Dispensation Process
Petition of Father Francis ¥ Hoefpen, ©.5.B

Office of the Abbot
Box 2015 » Collegeville MN 56321-2015 - 320-363-2548 » www.saintjohneablbey.org
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SAINT JOHN'S
ABBEY

The Reverend Francis Hoefgen
Forrmnal Dispensation

MANDATE TO CONDUCT THE DISPENSATION PROCESS

I, the Right Revetend John Klassen, OSB, Abbot of Saint John’s Abbey in
Collegeville, Minnesota, hereby appoint the Reverend Daniel Ward, OSB as Instructor
and the Reverend Chatles Benoit, OSB as Ecclesiastical Notaty, in the request of the
Reverend Francis Hoefgen for dispensation from the obligations of the clerical state,
including celibacy, as well as a dispensation frotn. his monastc vows.

/M%,ﬂ $.&.

Given at Saint John’s Abbey in Collegeville, Minnesota on July 26, 2011. -7 ~2&-/, /

Oflice of the Abbot
Box 2015 . Collegeville MN §6321-2015 « 320-363-2546 » www.saintjohnsabbey.org
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August 1, 2011

His Holiness Pope Benedict XVI
Vatican City, Burope

Your Holiness,

I have been perpetually professed as a Benedictine monk at Saint John’s Abbey in
Collegeville, Minnesota since 1976, and [ have served the Church as a priest since 1979.

However, 1 have struggled with the obligations of celibate chastity, and some of my more
serious lapses regrettably bave cansed scandal, dus to media attention and civil lawsuits.

I do not wish to canse further harm to the Abbey and, afler having lived apart from the
monastery since 2003, it has become obvious to me in my discernment process that il is
in the best interest of the Church, the Abbey and my own soul that I am'no longer a monk

or a ¢leric,

Therefore, | humbly request to be dispensed from my monastic vows and from all
obligations of the clerical state, including celibacy.
Respectfully yours in Christ,

ftiir

rancis F. Hoefgen
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Abbot John Klassen's private account

From: Luft, Matthew

Sent: Saturday, August 13, 2011 10:08 AM

To: Abbot John Klassen's private account

Subject: Fwd: Letter to St. John's

Atrtachments: Hands.pdf; ATTO000L.htrn

Dear Abbot John,

1 hope this finds you well. I have set up a meeting through Br, Kelly with you an August-22. One of the majox
items I would like to discuss with you is the nttached letter that Mrs. sent you. I wanted lo give you a

heads up so that we cem discuss & pastoral possibilities,

Peace,
Matthew

-ttin e

Fr. Matihew Luft, OSB
Monk of Saint John's Abbey

In omnibus glorificetur Deus.
Begin forwarded mesiage:

From: ) e
Date; July 28,2011 9:50:53 PM CDT

To: "Fr. Matthew Luft" <

Subject: Fw: Letter to St. John's

Reply-To:

Here's the e~mall...know I'm forwarding It to yoit and deleting It. Whether there's a response at this point
of not a part of me will aiways wonder why.

_a- Forwarden Mectacs
From;
To: Fr. Matthew Luft <
Sent: Wednesday, Februaty 4, 2009 8:11 PM
Subject: Letter to St. John's

L. e L vy e

Abbot John,
Fr. Matthew,
51 John's Abbey,

I've tried many limes to put my thoughts, my feelings dewn on paper since the eady 1890's when the news of the sexu
-abuse of my brother by Fr. Fran became puldic. | wanted to lat you know about tha hurf, about the anger, about the tez
about how one bad choice after annther nearly dastroyed me, Every time [ got started....the words got blocked behind |

wall 1 built around my heart.

] Fabruary 4, 2009
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One hug.
One simple hug.

That was the key. That truly was the starting point to lefling go of tha hurt. The deep down hurl thal I've carried with ne
30 many years. | doni'l believe it will ever go away completely. IFer so many years, | jonged for someone io really
understand, That one simple hug told me hings will be ok It was the one that | knew was wrapped in the walcoming a
of Christ.

Far mahy years, | carried a hatred in my heant, 1 have leamad hate is 2 very powerful word and if one lets 1L, it can desl
many goud things. | almost let it destroy the one: thing that will always be the most practous gift | will ever receive, my f
in Christ. Bul that one simple hug.....truly saved me

1 no longer hate.....| cantinue 1 work on the part of forglveness, That is no easy task but yet Lknow it is what Christ cz
me o do. So |l continue to work on it

| no longer feel the nead to tell you about the hurt, the anger, the tears. | think the community at 5t. John's Abbey know
pray that | will never again have lo listen 1o news of such abuse. But | also know that God gave us all a free will and ¢
no matler who we are, we den't always use it in the way He intended. t write this now because | do want you to knoy
about the peace | how carry within me fram that one simple hug thal came from someone in your community. That o
simple sign - that | longed for, for so mary years. For me, it made the difference batween anger and peace.

“Look Into my eyes
and you will hold my heart
for they speak the words my voice cannot.”
-w (2008)

Fi. iatthew, you know about my sfatement written above. Far you took: Ing time when | was struggling, you
distened and you did just that....you looked into my 2yes and you held my heart. You held the pain. You feld the hurl \
helped bring Christ's peace back to me... | don't think you reslize it though... it didn't start the day | walked into your ofi
ang asked for your help. ... il started with that one simpie hug. The one simple hug that you asked if vou could gi
me, The one simple hug that was wrapped in the avms of Christ.

I{ there is one thing that ? pray St. John's Abbey carries away from this letter, no matter where you ace or wl

you do...... NEVER, EVER, forget aboul the people whom your actions may touch.... There's a spirit of a "I

girl" that was crushed many years ago that was sét free by this one sitaple gesture. A "little gixl" now grow

who is learning to 2gain trust in othets. A woman who is again finding the peace of Clirist because of one
simple hog.

Peace be with you,

T it o e s P8

Fr. Matthew,

I was going to mail this letter 1o you bui thoughi I'd e-mail it to you first before [ mail the copy off to St. Joh:
It took a 50 many years to lel the words come oul. For so many years my attemypts came out as anger and 1 jt
knew that wasa't right. The more I thought and prayed about it - the feelirig of peace was more and more
present. Over the past few days, [ was able to put thie words above on paper and for once they felt right. Sc
tonight, I let go of some of the pain, some of the anger and allow the peace of Christ to fill it's place.

Know that [ am forever grateful for your help. In the past year, I have distovered many things about mysel
There are many things to work on and [ will continve to do this one smell step at a time - somethnes walkir

2
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with the Lord and soraetimes allowing Him to carry me. But 1 know and truly believe without G

side by side
in my life, I am nothing. Thank you for helping to restore my faith in so meny things.

1 am forever prateful and will continue to keep you in my prayezs,

Peace,

OSB HOEFGEN_00412
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SAINT JOHN'S
ABBEY

August 15, 2011

Tis Eminence, William Cardinal Levada
Catdinal Prefect

Congtegation for the Doctine of the: Faith
Piazza del §, Uffizio, 11

00193 Roma

ITALY

Your Eminence:

As Abbot of Saint Johw's Abbey in Collegeville, Minnesota, T am weiting to submit the petition of
the Reverend Francis F. Hoefgen, OSB for dispensation from his religions vows, as well as
dispensation ftom all the obligations of the clerical state, incloding celibacy { s petition at Tab A)

Fran was born on August 29, 1950. His formation with the Benedictines was muemarkabie, with the
exception of the concerns raised by one instructor in 1974. This Benedictine wrote:

Francis Hoefgen tended to miss the point of assigrniments relatively consistently (the
only one of eighteen wwho did so in my part of the seminaty); he was openly hostile
to mee in class on two occasions (the only person who expressed hostility sarcastically
and publiciy); be was absent about one-fourth of the time vrithout excusing hitnself;
and he zeceived 2 C- from e, having dope unsatisfactory work on one paper and
-~ averige work on the final exam. [ think Francis has sigaificant unconscious- and -
conscious emotional conflicts, 2nd | tecommend that he be encouraged to receive
some professional personal academniz or psychological counseling. T think he is
xphappy with himself.

However, all other assessments during Fran’s formation were favotable, and he was perpetually
professed an July 11, 1976 at Saint John’s Abbey in Collegeville (ses fozumation recotds at Tab B).

As Fran prepared for ordination, some concern was raised by the Desn-Rectot of the School of
Divinity about Fran’s temperament: “Fran prescnts o placid appearance and a soft-spoken manner
and genenlly is most pleasant to visit with, Yet I believe that he has to wrestle interiodly with
feelings of anger and hostility, which occasionally emetge to the surface (m¢ Tab C). Nonetheless, the
Dean-Reclot tecommended that Fran continue o the path to Ordess, and he was ordained to the

preshyterate on June 22, 1979 (se¢ Tab D).

Office of the Abbor
Rox 2015 . Collegeville MN 56321-2015 » 320-363-2546 - www.saintjohnsabbey.org

OSB HOEFGEN 00414



Frar’s fist assignment was 25 an associate pastor at Szint Boniface Church do Cold Spring,
Mionesota, Five yeass into that assignment, he was sexi to the Saint Luke Institute for an evaluation.
This was p:.ec.lptmte by two inciderits of « sexval nature with a troubled scventeen-
year-old boy, in Juae-July 1983, My, hadl come to live in the tectory with Fran after being

released from the hospital followinig a suicide attempt.

Fran admitted to sexual involvement with Mt, which resulted in six months of outpatient
psychothetapy at tie Saint Luke Institnte, during which Fran lived in a nearby Benedictine
monastery. Fran retucned to Saint John's Abbey at the end of September 1984 (ss Tab E).

In July 1985, Fran was aseugncd to Saint Elizabeth Anin Seton Patish in Hastings, Minfiesota, He was
removed from that patish in 1992, when the 1983 incidents with M. becatne public as die
result of a civil lnwsuit. This suit was eettled it 1993 (see Tab F).

In 1995, Fran self-teposted that he had masturbated a4 male college student, {age 18 or
19), in the student’s bedroom. This was preceded by Fran giving Mz s mmassage whilé the
[attex wes wearing ouly baiefs. As a result, Fran went back to the Saint Tuke Insttute (e Tab G).

In 2002, a laypetson brought to my atrention that Fran had incurred excommunication, based upon
a newspaper repoft which mentioned that Fran had absolved M. aftes their fitst sexual
encounter. Howevet, no canonical acHon was taken by mé, as Fran bad already been removed from
mimstry (rer Tab H). Now, I would ask that this censore be lifted, ad sanpban,

In 2003, Fran requesied end was given a yeat’s exclaustration for vocational discerntnent (ser Tab I).

Later the same year, Fran asked for 8 three-yeat exclaustration for vocational discernment. He was
given two jears, and thé Aschbishep of Sant Paul and Minneapolis way informed in writing of
Fran’s domicile in that Archdiocese (s Tab I,

Next, Fran tequesied and was granted an éxtension of his exclaustration for an additions] three
years. He also asked fox, and was granted, an extension of health care (paid for by the Abbey) for the
dumtion of bis cxclaustration (e Tab 1.

In 20190, ) alleged that he had béenn molested Lepcnredly by Fran
in approximately 1979, This abuse extended over = muwber of years, during which time I'tan
reportedly was counseling Mr. aftet a seties of suicide atfompts. While a Bnancial
scttlement was paid to Mt. sée Tab M), Fran deres any abuse cccurred,

In 2011, Fran requested another extension of his exclausttation, but I was unwilling to support the
request, Instead, I encouraped Fran to petition for dispensation from his religious vows and from
the obligations of the cletical state. Transitional assistance was offered, and Fran concurred that the
time had come for him to formally sepatute himself from the Abbey and the priesthood (ses Tab N).

2
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1 see no potential s¢andal ocourting if Fran’s petition is granfed, wheteas such may be the case if
other accusations of misconduet suzface while he is still 2 monk and priest of the Abbey. Thertfore,
I respectfully request that you grant his petitfon for dispensation from his monastic vows and from
all the obligations of the dletical state, including celibacy. .

Should you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact me,
Fraternally yours,in Chedst,

%éﬁ%f&u,&rﬁ% o35

Abbot John
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Augpst 24, 2011

Abbott John Klassen, OSB
St. John’s Abbey

P.0. Box 2015
Collegeville, MN 56321

Dear Abbott Klassen,

An invoice for spiritual direction services for Fran Hoefgen d
Henceforth, I will bill monthly for serviees. Please contact xoe

this invoice.

Sincerely,

uring August 2011 is attached.
if you have any questions about

OSB HOEFGEN_00417



Date: August 26, 2011

Sphitual Dirgction services provided in July 2011

Splrtual Direction 1.00
Total hours of spiritual direction during July 2011 1.00
Rate per Hour $ €5.00

s 65.00
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SAINT JOHN'S
ABBEY

August 25, 2011

Ms

Dear

I'ni responding to your letter, albeit belatedly, Initially, I was not sure how or what I
could say that would add to your thoughts and feelings, bt Father Matthew and T (with your
awarenéss) had a conversatinn that has helped me vith the general context.

I'm so grateful to you for the steady and pessistent inner work that you have done 1o move
toward forgiveness. There is a lot of confusion about this important action for faimilies and
communities. Many individwals who have been hanned say that they will never forgive because
in doing so they believe that sumehow they are condoning the harmful action. Such is not the
case at all. Still others believe that forgiveness is an buplicit denial of the havm done — this is not

the case elther.

Today many praciitioners/therapists/icscarchers are defining forgiveness as "letting go of
the anger or resentnent that one feels becatse of harin done and that one is entitled to,

T this frame of reference, forgiveness is a personal decision, a
choive. From reading your letter, it segms that you are hving and working with this
upderstanding of forgiveness, The goal of Uis act of forgiveness is to have peace in one's mind
and heart, to no Janger give ren'-Tree space Lo Lhe oue who lias done harm.

dgsured that neither St- John's- Abbey nor I [at least ta the best.of my ability]
will ever forget baw much 1s fequired of s in the mmistry we do, how carefu] we need (o be in
making sure that our ministey is suthentically loving, caring, and within the best understanding

@n e iyl fi b of
in i ats n ¢ ess R
ministry and the enormous trust that you and othermembers of the corununity placed in bii, the
an ex d.Itwa this high level of trust and regard that
1s tio iptoyo

I'm grateful to you for weiting this letter as o testimony to the healing thet can occur in
these situations. I'n grateful for the graced mement of the "one simple hug” that somehove began
the pathway you describe so well, Tt is obvious that you were ready in some profound spirituel
mpaaner for this free, simple gesture.

Olfre of flie Abhot
Box 2015 - Collegevilla MN 56321-2015 « 320-363-2546 . www.szintjohnsabbey.org
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1f you ever wish to mest, T'm willing to do so, and at a place of your chodsing. Grace and
blessing to you as you continue on this path of healing. ’

Sinoerely,

_,::';\r_

AbbotTghn Klassén, OSB

n et e b A 7 Ak gl s (£ i
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Abbot John Klasseti's private account

Fram: Fran Hoefgen <

Sent: Thursday, September 01, 2011 3:23 PM
To: Abbot John Klassen's private account
Subject: Re: Hello and spiritual direction

Abbot Jolmn,
Thank you for letting me know the status of my petition. Also thanks for your words about Patricia Jones and

spiritual direction.
T wish you peace,
Fran

Fran Hoefgen

From: Abkot John Klassen's orivath arnoint

Tor " )
Sent August 31, 2011 5:44 PM

SubJect; Hello and spiritual direction

Hello Fran -

Greetings from Colleggeville as we approach Labor Day! T received word from Dan Ward’s office that your
petition has been sent to CDF and it will be af Jeast December before we hear from them, But I wanted you 1o

know that the petition has heen prepared and sent.

I just received a bill from Ms. Patsicia Jones for a session of spiritual direction. I think it is important that you
have a professional foruin for speaking and reflecting about your direction and the abbey is willing to pay for
this, fiirgiagh the time when the dispensation comes through. 1 hope that this is agreeable to you,
Ih  he c
g thi 1. s,
and agreernents are so well written and thought out that the vniversity and abbey will have to continue to work
t ¢r in a cooperativé manner. 1am hoping that nly confreies will come to see that there will never be a

All best to you ~ be agsured of my prayers for you in ail things! Abbot John
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a b
5 6" September 2011

" Y5801 36332

Pror. N.
CONFIDENTIAL
Dear Father Abbot,
The on our
letter of 1 20 the

case of the Reverend Franeis F. Hoefgen, OSB.

You are kindly advised that the case has been assigned the Protocol Number
558/2011. It would be appreciated if all future correspondence could bear this

indication.
With every good wish, Itemain,

Yours devotedly in the Lord,

M:ﬂ N

Mons. Charles J. SCICLUNA
Promoter of Justice

TheRi d Eathex. -

Abbot John KLASSEN, OSB

Saint John’s Abbey

Box 2013

Collegeville, MN 56321-2015
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA
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CONGREGATIQ 00720 Cite del Vationo,
Patazro del S, Uffizin

PRO DOCTRINA FIDE] 9 Jamuary 2012

Prow N, 55872011 -37375

CONFIDENTIAL

Reverend and Dear Father Abbot,

With prayerful support and every best wish, I remain

Yours
#

% Luis F. LADARIA, 8.],
~~-Titulyr-Archbishop of Thibica
Secretary

-Enclosures-

The Right Reverend Father

Abbot John KLAssEN, OSB

St. John's Abbey,

Box 2015

Collegeville, Minnesota 56321.2015
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

OSB HOEFGEN_00423



SAINT JOHN'S
ABBEY

January 26,2012

Fran Hoefeen

Dear Fran.

Greetings in this New Year and may the Loxd’s blessing with you through its entivety!

‘With this letter ] am able to say that you have been granted a full dispensation from all
priestly obligation, including celibacy, as well as from perpetual vows. I am including the
confidential letter in English which gives the main points of the dispensation. Please keep this

copy of your records.
1 e d to (over the
footer Su of ewillbeonfle

here and the other ] need 1o retum to the Congregation for the Doctring of the Faith. I also
include a copy of this document that is signed by me.

Fran, this has been a long process and I am sure that this is a bitter sweet moment. Know

Iways in my and tis off
now but we cial on.
- Sincerely in Christ, -
0SB
Fnclosures:  Explanatory letter from CDF
2 copies of Dispensation from CDF
Office of the Abbot

Box 2015 + Collegeville MN 56321-2015 » 320-363-2546 « www.saintjohnsabbey.org
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CONGREGATIO PRO DOCTRINA FIDEI

Prot. N. 558/2011
Congregatio Americana Casinensis O.S.B.

(St. John’s Abbey - Collegeville)

D.nus Francis F. HOEFGEN humiliter petit dispensationem ab omnibus
oneribus sacrae Ordinationi conexis

Summus Pontifex Benedictus, Papa XVI
Die 16 m. Decembris a. 2011

habita relatione de casu a Congregatione pro Doctring Fidei,
precibus praedicti supplicantis annuit juxta sequentes rationes:

Dispensationis Rescriptum a competenti Ordinario oratori quamprimum netificandurm
est:

a) Eilus effectum sortitur a momento notificationis;
b) Idemque insuper secumfert, quatenus opus sit, absolutionem a censuris.

2. Notificatio dispensationis fieri potest vel personaliter ab ipso Ordinario eiusve
delegato aut per ecclesiasticum actuarium. vel per "epistulas praescriptas” (registered).
Ordinarius unum exemplar restituere debet rite ab oratore subsignatum ad fidem receptionis
Rescripti dispensationis ac simul acceptationis eiusdem praeceptorum.,

3. Notitia concessae dispensationis adnotetur in Libris baptizatorum paroeciae
oraloris.

4. Quod altinel, si casus ferat, ad celebrationem canonici matrimonii, applicandac
sunt normae quae in Codice [uris Canonici statuuntur. Ordinarius vero curet ul res caute
peraganlur sine exteriore apparalu,

5. Auctoritas ecclesiastica, cui spectat Rescriptum oratori rite notificare, hunc enixe
hortetur, ut vitam Populi Dei, ratione congruendi cum nova eius vivendi condicione,
participet, acdificationem praestet et ita probum Ecclesiae filium se exhibeat. Simul autem
eidem notum faciat ea quae sequuntur:

OSB HOEFGEN 00425




atus eo slarui ¢ el
ceteris m siaty s

Seminariis et in nstitulis aequiparatis. In aliis
uae quocumque modo dependent ab Auctoritate

uit;
superioris ab Auclorifate ecclesigstica non
2
is dentibus ab Auctoritate
' s
non dependentibus ab Auctoritate ecclesi
6. q ris di
us 1. di, Or
fac n
1. T ¢ autem uno, s ad Congre  onem de
pera  noti ne refer qua ir , prudenli  licatione
prov  at.

Contrariis quibuscumque minime obstantibus.

Ex Acdibus Congregationis, die 16 m. Decembris a. 2011

Gulielmus Cardinalis LEvaDA
Praefectus

% Aloisius Franciscus LADARIA, S.J.
Archiep. titularis Thibicen.
a Secretis

Dies notificationis ol

Ordinarii
acceptionis
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Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith

Prot. N. 5582011

Reverend Francis F, Hoefgen, priest of the American Cassinase Congregation,
humbly requests a dispensation from sacred celibaty and from all obligations

connected to sacred ordination.

MOST HOLY FATHER, POPE BENEDICT XVI
on December 16, 2011

having received a report on the cause from the Congregation of the Doctrine of
the Faith, has granted the request according to the following provisions:

1. The rescript of dispensation, being made known to the petitioner by the
competant Ordinary as sooh as possible, according to the norm of n. 2; .

4) becomes effective from the moment of nofification;

b) inseparably includes a dispensation from sacred cellbacy and, at the
same time, lost of the clerical state. The petitioner never has the right to
separate thess two elements, that is, to accept the first and to refuse the second;

c) if the petitioner is in fact a rellglous ‘the rescript also grarts a

dispensation from vows;
d) also, in addition, it carries with it, in sofar as it is necessary, absolution

from censures,

2. The natification of the dispensation can be made to the petitioner either
personally or by one delegated by the same QOrdinary or through an ecclesiastical
notzry orthrough “registered mail." The Ordinary ought to retain one copy (of the
rescript) signed by the petitioner testifying to his reception of the rescript of the
dispensation and at the same time his acceptance of its regulations.

3. Notice of the granting of the dlspensatlon is to be noted ln the baptlsmai

register of the patitioner's pansh.™

4. With regard to the celebration of a canonical matriage, the norms established

iﬁ-tha@ede:ef:@angn;l.'aw:mustbe;app[ied.;“:'Ehe;ardinar_y1~_'howe,vﬂsjsjn_:ta}se' o
care that the matter be handied without pomp or external display.

5, The ecclesiastical authority who is to duly notify the petitioner concerning the
rescript, should earnestly exhort him to participate in the life of the People of
God, in & manner cangruent with his new mode of living, to give edification and
thus to show himself as an upright son of the Church. At the same time,

however, he should be informed of the foliowing:
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b) he is not able to carry out any function in Seminaries and in equivaient
insti erdns stud a dependent on
eccl orlty;’ rcise ot :

¢) In institutes of higher education which are ngt.dependent on
ecclesiastical authority, he may not teach any discipline which is properly
theological ¢ér closely connected to the same;

d) however;"in.instiftites  lewerstudies that are dependent on
ecclesiastical authority, he may not hold a directive function or an office of
teaching a discipline that is properly theological, A dispensed priest is held by
the ‘sante TaWin-teaching :Religlamin-an institutior of.the same kind not
dependent uponecolesigsticattauthority, -

more
e oAl g
torthe
give a
All things to the-contragy notwithstanding.
From the offices of the Congregation, the 16" day of December, 2011
+William Cardinal-Levada
R G{'i;‘ .
Adoisius Franciscus Ladaria, S.J.
Titular Archbishop of Thibica - Secretary --
of the Petijtioner Signature. of the Qrdinary

as a sign offacceptance
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From: Fran Hoefgen

Sent:” Tuesday, January 31, 2012 4:58 PM
To: Abbot John Klassen's private account
Subject; ' Re: February 6th meeting

Decar Abbot John,
Thank you for your reply. I appreciate the gift very much and I'll see you Monday.

peace,
Fran

Ftan Hoefgen
From: Abbot fonn Klassan'e nvivsia anrdrint

To: 'Fran Hoefgen'
Sant: Tuesday, January 31, 2012 3.25 PM
Subject: RE: February 6th mesting

Dear Fran,

With respect to the meeting on Monday,

Two copies of one document neec to be signed. 1 also have a copy of the letter and a the document you are signing for
your reeords,

With respect to the gift, we are offering $3 0,000. There is po more meney. Ouwr resowrces are stretched to the max.

1 look forward 1o seeing you on Monday: Peace, -‘Hohn

From: Fran Hoefgen [mailto _
Sent: Monday, January 3¢, 2012 9:38 AM
To: Abbot John Klassen's private account
Subject: February 6th meeting

Dear Abbot John,

* Thave sctup a 9:30 AM app with ‘you on Monday February 6th. Siricé this is such én impeitant
meeting I would like to know what to expect. It is my understanding that I will sign several documents and
receive copies of them, In your letter dated May 11, 2011 you wrote that the abbey will give a gift when the
dispenisation-is-gramted:-Tt- was-myy-utid di ¥ enediét was.goingtod

adding the retiremerit benefits from my years in parish ministry to the check. It is my hope that this matter will
be taken care of at uur meeting. Your assurances will help me to prepare for.next Monday. I will also return my

cacufla at that time.
] appreciate your work in assisting with the dispensation, This imeeting will be a fitting closure to a long process
of disc t. Thank you for your your help and I await your reply.
gratefully,
Fran
Fran Hoefgen
1
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From: Abbot John Klassenls nrivate anrount

To: 'Fran Hoefgen' )
Sent: Friday, January 27, 2012 9;15 AM
Subject: RE: Dispensation has come throngh...

Fran, this sounds good to me. T will forward your message 1o Kelly, +John

From: Fren Hoefgen [meilto:..

Sent: Friday, January 27, 2012 8:43 AM

To; Abbot John Klassen's private account
Subject: Re: Dispensation hag come through...

Abbot John,

This has been a long Toad for all of us. After 39 years of monastic life it is iy request to bring this to-a formal
conclusion in your office. I would also symbolically return sny caculla at that time.

You did say you would look into the possibility of the retirement payments made during the twelve years I
was in parish mmistry to be included in the $30,000.00 check that you said would be given when the

dispensation is granted.

It is my desire to bring this to to friendly conclusion in your presence so I look forward to seeing you in person.
1 will contact Brother Kelly in regards to an appoinfment once I hear from you.

Thank you for your assistance in this importaot matter.
peace, '
Fran

From: Abbot John Klassen's nrivats anrnisni
To: "Fran Hosfgen

Ce: "Rysn, Kelly" <

Sent: Thursday, January 26, 2012 8:04 AM
Subject: Dispensation has come through...

Hello Fran — greetings from Saint John’s and & blessed New Yeat to you!

With this email I am able to say that you have been granted a full dispensation from all priestly obligation,
be

ng )
d. 5 9,
what is the best address to send the package to? Let me loow,
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SAINT JOHN'S
ABBEY

February 6, 2012

Most Reverend Carlo Maria Yigano

Apostolic Nuncio for the United States of America
3339 Massachusetts Avenue N. W.

Washington, DC 20008

Re: Transmittal by Diplomatic Pouch

Your Excellency:

Please find a letter to Cardinal William Levada of the Congregation for the Doctrine of
the Faith.

This letter contains confidential materials requesltcd by Cardinal Lovada,
1 would be grateful if you would send the enclosed by diplomatic pouch.

Thank you forthis service and for your service to the church in the United States.

Sincerely,
j A e q ) /?
'
Uz | 23T
John B. sen, OSB

Abbot

.Office of the Abbot
Box 2015 . Collegeville MN 56321-2015 - 320-363-1546 + www.saintjehnsnbbey,org
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SAINT JOHN'S
ABBEY

Bebruary 7, 2012

His Eminence, William Catdinal Levada
Catdinal Prefect

Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith
Piazza del S. Uffizio, 11

00193 Roma

ITALY

Protocol Number 558/2011

Your Eminence:

I wtite this letter regarding the dispensation received for Rev, Francis F. Hoefgen,
OSB, a monk and a priest of Sairit John's Abbey, Collegeville. On behslf of Father Hoefgen
and our monastic comumunity, 1 express my gratitade for your Congregation’s prompt review
of the case and its positive response to the petition.

With the letter I include one of the signed originals of the dispensation,
Blessings on you and the work of the Congregation.

Sincerely in Christ,

%W/é%./ Ktz 95
Abbot John Klassen, OSB

Enclosute:  Signed Dispensation for Rev. Francis F. Hogfgen, OSB

: Office of the Abbot
Box 2015 + Collegeville MM 56321-2015 + 320-363-2546 - www.ssintjohnanbbey.org
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PQ Box "
. Ex
#nd.00 Cents Y,.10,00.0'.0[?5
i

Order of Saint Benedict-Abbay Check Nurrber;
“Fa: Francis F. Hoefgen Dute! 02/D7/2012
vendor ID Number:

Date G}, Ak Armount Amount Amount

02/G8/2012 $30,000.00 $.00 $.00
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SAINT JOHN'S
| ABBEY

[

Febroary §, 2012

Fran F, Hoefgen

Dear Fran:

Thank you for Monday’s meeting. {t-was good 16:be able ta put the dispensation in an
historical context, in a face to facesnesting, In othier sifuations that has not been possible
but it was possible this time and the-rigli way to do it. It is my understanding that you
wiil remain covered for health coveyage by the abbey until June 3¢, 2012 oruntil you get
insurance, whichever comes first, '

After forty years of relationship to this ménasteiy, beginning as a candidate in the spring
0f 1972, know that you always welcome here,

Blessings and peace,

t John Klagsen, OSB

Entlosures: Check
- " Translatipn for-dispensation ... ..

Copy: Brother Benediot Leuthmer, OSB

5 Office of she Abbex
Bax 2075 » Collegeville MN 56327-2018 . 320-383-2546 - wwwenintjuhnsabbey.ory
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AposToric NUNCIATURE
UMITED STATES OF AMERICA

798 February 15, 2012
NO. cvcnnsrernmrsesreans
This No. Should Be Prefized to the Answer

Right John B. Xlassen, OSB
Abbot

American-Cassinese C ot
Saint John's Abbey

Box 2015 :

Collegeville, Minnesota 56321-2015
Dear Abbot. Klassen:
I edge your kind letter of Febmary 6, 2012, with enclosure.

Rest assured that a sealed envelope has been forwarded through the
diplomatic pouch to the Co gtion for fhe Docirine of the Faith,

With cordial r and best wishes, I rerozin
Sincerely yours in Christ,

Archbishop Carlo Maria Vigand
" Apostolic Naneio ~

OSB HOEFGEN 00435



Francis Hoefgen

July 17, 2012

Dear Abbot Johm,

Now that you have successinily eelebrated the feast of Benedict and, hopefully, survived the
onslaught of summer guegts at choir, I am writing to update you on my post surgery situation,
Today I had my [inal meeting with my surgeon, Doctor Kyle. I'm happy to report that he is very
pleased with how everything went in terms of the surgery and recovery. Ag he said, “This should
last yow 25 to 30 years.” My next appointment will be in six months just to check in with him,

It's amazing how many “horror stories” I’ve heard post surgery regarding hip replacenient
surgery, they all make me feel very grateful that all went well. It's also amazing to me that for
much of the past year this was all misdiagnosed as a knee problem. I did have somie shots in my
right Jaige for some mild osteoarthritis bui the pain continued and worsened. It wasn’t until late
Apri] that another doctor realized it was nat my knee buf the complete deterivration of my tight
hip joint...to the point of it being “bone on bone”. There were days at work when [ could
literally not walk after sitting for only an hour or less. Much of the time [ was using a cape that
David Paul Lange’s dad had made out of corkscrew willow. Tt helped a great deal, As T telt my
friends: It’s great to be cane and pain free! T have my life back again.,. Thank you for that gift,

1 am also writing today 1o let you know what this has been like for me and my faraily. Iam not

s ifyou uft quence o di sit om goes. |
s pedby on 15" 10 1a n ng  su cohya
& ldid nol  ow tw
if L,buton y/! at

cover “elective surgery”. I was complelely shocked and felt terribly saddened with his note. |
responded with my heai and for four days [ did not hear fiom him. Thaose days were hell for me,
Thad 1o decide if T could go forward with the surgery or simply hecome disabled and thus unable
to walk or work. What saddened me most was the fact that there was no contact regarding the
medical situation with me but the simple note that this was “elective” for me. L don’t know if 1

every fell inore disconnected from the abbey,

© As  1lnow said to1 at w 1 2ing “self-insured”
for  abbey § would st ' S
works for and she suid that “is riot the way self insurance works”, Perhaps it is
con Tdo , Bven after 40 years with the abbey !
sm byl w of monles, wmysellineluded.

Afler talking with my family, who were squally shocket! al the response 1 received from the
ahbey, 1 hiad 1o decide what [ would do. [ had no idea how I weuld pdy for this but [ knew that if
the sutgery did not take place 1 would become disabled and shortly be unable Lo walk or work, 1
Telf that somehow | had to po forward. [ desperalely tried ¢ plead my case to Benedict. You will
nol be surtrised {0 read that it felt like il was all ubout money and not about my well-befng. 1
thug made some offers and after four days of agony Benedict thaukfully did respond. ! suspect he
had no idea how dilficull those days and sleepless nights were for me.

0SB HOEFGEN 00436
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It felt remarkable that [ received his ernail reply on my Mom's birthday. It felt lilce her
intercession made it possible when I received the note Sunday evening. I felt relieved that I was
goii  get g ealthya . alig g to have
this  ery e eyfora ° the . Quite
frankly I put my teust in your words of our last meeting: I also greatly appreciated youy words

money.
w ol s
th

0

8 he
cate caverage. 1 was able-to get coverage frorn Minnesota Compreliensive Health Association
and that is the good news. The bad news is that even with a deductible of $5,000.00 the cost is
still $5,580.00 for the vear, -And this deductible is for each calendar year, So that takes care of
the remainder of the gift frain the abbey. It wagn’t how I expected to use those valuable

Tesources.

wh ho ut back as well and
ns ng this. Thus with my

rent, car and health insurance that Jeaves nothing left for other expenses.

f
e but I can ondy ask fox-debt forgiveness since I do not have-the resources at this time to make
those paymenis.

response, Thanks for your gift of tie in reading this letter,

Pax,
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RECEIVED

Janmary 17, 2013
JAN 22 261

Dear Abbot John,
as

much appreciated your thoughtful questions-and concerns, Ileft your office that day
feeling you understood my situation.

Fom work. In addition to all this we have received & recent. at work in ation.
of care’law, stating that ali p e worlers will haveto Himit their time 10 25

hours 2 week, As you can appreci sl this'has further sirained my fi  es. Iam
writing {0 Tequest that a decision be made aboiit some refmbursement of my costs of

surgery.
- Also with tax season upon me, my tax preparer ssid Inéed a letter from the sbbey stating

proper tex deductions.

I you in advance for your prompt attention to my request, If you have any questions
please feel free to contact e at:

Gratefully,

OSB HOEFGEN_00438



SAINT JOHN'S
ABBEY
Tebruary 12, 2013
Fran Hoefgen
Dear Fran:

I write this Jetter to you as a formal statement that your costs for the hip surgery in the
spring of 2012 were $18,000. Below is a short recap ofhow your payment was applied to the

yarious health providers inyolved:

Health Provider Name Amount
Hennepio County Medical Center 15,874.42
Park Heaith & Rebahilitation Center 1,805.93
North Memorial Clinic Northeast Family Phy 305.96
Healtheast Medical Laboratory LLC 13.69
18,000.00
Sincerely,
Abbot Joki Klassen, OSB

Deseription of service

Room Charge/Medical/Labs & X-rays/Surgery & Anesthesia
Room Cherge/Medical/ Therapy

MedicalfLebs & X-rays

X-ray ‘

Office of the Abbot
Box 2015  Collegeville MN 56321-2015 + 320-363-2546 « www saintjohnsabbey.org
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Lawsuit expected against St. John's Abbey, priest} St. Cloud TIMES ...  http:/Awww.sctimes.com/article/201311186/NEWS01/311180062/Law...

Lawsuit expected against St. John's Abbey, priest

Witten by David Unze

Nov. 18 sctimes.com

ST. PAUL. — A press conference has béen scheduled for Tuesday moming in St. Paul to
announce the filing of a clergy sex abusg lawsuit against a former St. John's Abbey priest.

The lawsuit names as defendants the Rev. Fran Hoefgen, St. John's Abbey, the archdiocese
of St. Paul and Minneapolis, and St. Luke Institute, a renowned treatment facility in

Baltimore.

The lawsuit is being filed on behalf of a 30-year-old Minnesota man who accuses Hoefgen
of sexually abusing him at a Hastings parish where Hoefgen was assigned after being sent
to St. Luke for evajuation.

Hoefgen before that had served at a Cold Spring parish, where he was accused of sexually
abusing a boy. That accusation led to his evaluation at St. Luke. No criminal charges were

filed against Hoefgen.

He was among the list of monks named in 2002 as being on restrictions at the abbey. That
same year Hoefgen wrote an apology that ran in a Twin Cities newspaper and which
expressed his anguish and sorrow at what he had done in the Cold Spring incident.
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WEDNESDAY, NOV. 20, 2013 - GFT NEWS

" Attorney claims
Hoefgen kept his
‘predatory ways'

By David Unze
dure@ndeuddmecmm

—A

a boy in Cod
g,
The Rev, Fran-

treatmenl
never was
charged with a
crime in Stearns
Frands
Hoefgen

See LAWSLIY, Page 47
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Lawsuit

tims,
“Fran
guysare

knew
said that 8.

to get

come

treat-

case.

on whether to
Hoefgen.
Bat within a few days,
8t. Loké had made a
n% enda-
that come
to
me

Joft Anderson ¥
‘B Assotlates

“In St. Paul,
Walllsa

former priest
who now

works for
Andersop.se.
MCGEE, SPECIAL

TO THE TIMES
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wStearns didn't
in 1986 after
#an admission’

David Unze
dunzeBstclougdtimes.com

HASTINGS— A former

Feah
Hoefgen

counts

en

From Page 1A:

an extended

victim.

tings,
where
Hoefgen
was a
priest.

The al-

with a

St. Cloud Times
Thursday, May 22, 2014

.COmM

further contact with
yaung persons lias been
identified and dealt with

in an'!appropgiate man-
ner.” A

& on Twitter
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Francis Hoefgen is aroused
of abusing altar boy in.the
lute1980s and early 19905,

BYPAT and PAUL WALSH

sh Dllowing similar

nisconduct, and the nemes of

neadly 100 have been revealed

in the past

been the su

but Hoefgen becomes one

of only a few to [zce criminal
allegediy-abusing

“Itis not sorprising that this
victim waited over 20 years
o report this matter,” Dakota
County Attorney Jim Back-
strom said at a news confer-
ence

‘While

occasions over an extended

S

period” and
oral sex and fandling.
The abuse allegedly
pened in a room behin
altarat St. Elizabeth Ann Seton
Cormerly St.

The victim, now it his mid-
305, reparted the fucidents to
lnst‘N

ryan §
saitt officers were gblk lo take
Iim to the
ricced as d church, to
corroborate detsils aboyt the
atuse.

analand

sat
89,

seven years of the abase.
made by the Lepis-

lature in 1989 and in 1991 now
that ¢riminal.charges

be filed within thres years of -

fhe absuse heingreported tvlasy
ent.
“The wheels of justice are

ow to start,” Back~
strom said, “But they are now

which js .

eville, Minn. o

S

Spring ir 1983. In 1984,
was sent toSt Luke [nstitute in
3 stayed

oot resull in eominal charges.

ter,” a Stearns County prosecu-
tor wrote in 1986, according to

an internal memo,
* In July 1985, Hoelgen was

Seton,
the ins
nnd the Twin Cities archdio-

cese concealed Hoefgen's past

to warn pat-

. Hoefgen'was remeved from

0SB

the ministry in 2602 and left
the St. John’s Benedictine order
dio-
that

ew,
fun
his first coart He

as released onbail later inthe
> Teis represented by Minne-

_'.he charges

pavtwalshipstartritne cam
. .
P tartrbunecom
952-746-3284
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Former prlest pleads not gullty to abusmg Hastlngs altar boy startnbune com

Y R S B SUPRFNAL © NVORY oo Dt

st vie A Priest accused of repeatedly raping a Hastings altar boy in the late 1980s
Tii. tar and early '80s pleaded not guilty in a Dakota County courtroom Friday.

ph .
88 Francis Hoefgen, 64, who has left the priesthood and now lives in Columbia

Heights, wore street clothes and appeared subdued during the court appearance He
waived hls rightto a speedy trial. : -

Dakota County District Court Judge Thomas Pugh set a trial date of May 18 and granted
Hoefgen permission to take an out-of-state trip at the end of the month. 2o

Hoefgen was charged with two counts of first-degree criminal sexual coriduct. According to -
the criminal complaint, Hoefgen abused the 10-year-old boy repeatediy ‘at’ St Ellzabeth Ann

Seton parish in Hastings between 1989 and 1992,

H'oefgen formerly a monk-at St, John's Abbey, also has been sued under the 2013 -
Minnesota Child Victims Act, which opened a three-year window for the fi Img of cml lawsuits

for decades~otd child sex abuse claims.

Dozens of civil lawsuits againist priests and the Cathohc church have been fi led sin¢e then,
and observers have predicted more criminal cases as well.

The civil suit against Hosfgen also names the Archdlocese of St. Paul and Minneapoiis, the
Order of St. Benedict (also known as St, John's Abbey) and a Maryland treatment center
called St. Luke Institute, where Hoefgen was sent for six months to receive psycholog;cal

treatment in 1984,

According to the lawsuit filed by St. Paul attorney Jeff Anderson, Hoefgen admitted to police
that he had sexually abused another minor in Steams County in 1983.

Filings in Ramsey County
Meanwhile, hundreds of pages of church files were released Friday in connection with a

high-profile clergy abuse lawsuit making its way through Ramsey District Court that claims
the c_hurch created a public'nuisance by transferring abusive priests.

The files document the-history of the Rev. Richard Jeub, one of 34 “credibly accused” priests
whose names were made public by the Archdiocese of St. Paul-Minneapolis last year. :

He served in eight Twin Cities parishes from 1966 to 2002, and exemplifies how the church
moved priests who got in sexual trouble, said Patrick Wall, an investigator at the Anderson
law fim.

The documents show that-as early as 1969, a priest found Jeub, assistant pastor at Cur
Lady of Grace Church in Edina, on & bed with a young wotnan. Jeub was transferred to St.
Mark’s Church in St. Paul, where documents said he had an exploitive relationship with a -

woman from 1972 to 1980. Jeub moved to Christ the King Church in M:nneapo[is in 1976,
- and two years later was transferred to hospital ministries..By 1981, he was pastor at St.

Kevin's Church in‘Minneapolis.

- A (I .
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¥ priest. He was sued for sexual misconduct with a teenage girl, and reached an out-of-court
settliement.

After that he was transfered to Sacred Heart Ghurch in Robbinsdale in 1996, to St.-Joha the
Evangelist in 1997, and St. Rose of Lima Church in"Roseville in 2000. He resigned from 8t.
Rose aftera newspaper article revealed his past, but was allowed to work in a Duluth parish

through 20190.

“The question remiains, what'has the archdioccese déhé, and the Diocese of Duluth done; as
far [as] monitoring Richard and his dangerous proclivities?” Wall said. “Is he anywhere near
kids?” . G

Jeub now lives‘. in Crosby, Minn.

HESE® I N
Conr Conr Conr. Corr Conr. Conir Cc:nr
with - with with with with with with
twitte facet Goog Pints Pints Rissf emai,

B news
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Klingeman, David

From: Fran Hoefgen

Sent: Thursday, January 22, 2015 7:51 PM
To: Klingerman, David

Subject Bulletin Request

David,

Thank you for your phone call and information.

Please send copies of the five bulleting from St. Elizabeth Ann Seton
for the date listed from July 1987; July 1988; March 1989; October 1990; and September 1991,

The only one I do not need is April 1993,
1 appreciate your help in this matter.

Francis Hoefgen
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P et

INFORMATION FOR THE ARCHIVES OF SAINT JOMN'S ABBEY

.

FRANCIS HOEFGEi#

NAME:
‘Heligious) {Baprismai) (Family)
BIRTH: FENOHIWEE MENOMINEE MICHIGAN 8 29 50
City) (County) (Sraze) (ivonth) {Day) (Year)
YOUR PATRON SAINT:__Frencis of Assisi NAMEDAY .. Octaber 4th
PROMISES
TR BN R e FOAVS: S_»t_.. Jophn's Ahbey 7/11773 Abbot John Eidenschink
(Placc) (D=2 {Bcfore Whom)
511179 e «
FINAL VOWS. OBLATION: St. John's Abbey 7/11/76 Abbot John:Eidenachin
(Place) {Dsz=) (Beforc Whom)
¢ et -—-;-: a b L)t E .I’ h L
oRDINATION 223 Lo L LA /7%"4'-?6" bT iy s LR 7Y At C,'i/%e =2
) g {Da2d (ﬁishop) N ¢ “

FATHER'S FULL NAME:—.
CONFIDENYIAL
FOR MEDIATION g

FATHER'S DIRTHPLACE:
E ONLY

German

FATHER'S NATIONAL DESCENT:

FATHER'S RELIGION;Boman Catholic DATE OF BIRTH;,___ 2/1/01

Bizn School

HIGHEST LEVEL OF FATHER'S EDUCATION:
e ’FK'I:H-EF('S'OCCU‘PWTION:: “orrbecensed S 8YRE) 30T T
(When You Entzred Monassery) (Now)

MOTHER’S MAIDEN NAME:

Mepominee, Michigan

MOTHER'S BIRTHPLACE:

French Canddian

MOTHER'S NATIONAL DESCENT:

MOTHER'S RELIGION:_Romen Csthelic __ _ DATE OF BIRTH:. >/20/06

scme collepe

HIGHEST LEVEL OF MOTHER'S EDUCATION:
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1IST CHRONOLOGICALLY ALL THE MAJOR ASSIGNMENTS (lasting six months or more) YOU HAVE
RECEIVED SINCE PROFESSION AND ORDINATION. Give (o) che rype or norare of the work, c.g.,
assistanc pastur or plumber or math teacher in Prep School, (b) the foeziva, (e} the durarien, (d) any

rprciud achecremeant s ar items of nute, c.g ,"built paiish hall in ry48, or Daaforth grane in 1960,

Moderator St. John's University Bowling Team -— School year 1974~1975

Entered School of Divinity —- Fall 1975

Entered Graduate Scheol - St. John's Univessity -~ Fall 1975

St. John's Fire Department - 1573 to present

Abbey Schola - 1973 to present

Semester of Study et Luther Theological Seminary-St. Paul -- Spring 1275
Gordan Tavis -- Prior

Prior's Secretary - January 1976 « December 1976

In Cherge of Sunday Eucharist Broadcastérs — Fall 1976 to present
Semester of Study in Jerusalem —- Spring 1977
FOR MEDIATION USE ONLY

Abbey Mailman - 1973 to present

Sociue to Novices ~ 1977-78B 4Jerome Theisen Novice Master

' finistryof - Reater-w~ September 21; 1576-- - Ministry of Acolyte — December 2851975

L Iz oy £C / . e

(BLEST A 78 7802, ST Teuins IS =
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YOUR CAREER BEFORE ENTERING THE MONASTERY:
College Student
4 EDUCATION SL:.HOO'L FRO.\III TO MAJOR ‘ DEC;{EE DA'.TE'
ELE.\IENT.-\R)‘-S:L John The Baptist . 1964
SECONDARY Salvatorian Seminary. -64-68 | - . 1968
UNDERGRADUATE: _St. John's University 6872 Phil-Psy B.A. 1972

SERPILAE LY e (€ /

GRADUATE:

4 ONFIDENTIAL
POST-DOCTORAL: ' e EONLY
OTIER:
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GIVE YOUR PARENTS' PRESENT ADDRESS, IF LIVING

Mre.

LIST YOUR BROTHLERS AND SISTERS IN THE ORDER OF THEIR BIRTH. INCLUDE YOURSELF,

those who have Jdied write “deceased.” Pur an ascerisk

For those stilll g give theirp ¢ address

before those wh  you want coo dimmed  y and directly by the Abbey when you die.
Py

\

A

RO MEDEATION USE OWNLY

)( //24;; 4 MMQ YN 7 Lol D /é;‘n B.Y i S
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CONFIBENTIAL

PR MEDISTION USE ONLY

S5 WARNING: ALTARATION,

ANY UNOFFICIAL FPIAHAR WILL

AUG. 29, 71950 Cowie LS.
eI TS - a
5 G 8 ..x BRO BLUE
e ™ .
SER . 21, 1976
P ATl
BiTe b SEPT. 20, 191
X %X
- ' e vario
INCLUDAD
ACCOMPANIED DY .
Cewes sl airdl o e BRI .mci!\-».,:..‘.-a.'g:-a:-]l

0SB HOEFGEN_D0452



OSB HOEFGEN 00453



‘RIBIK oraw p[ W9 08

W)
ud Jﬂ] 3yl w23q 249§ piros I

Y dof

or acts

are cilizens fuming?

Red

Suit al eges priest

By Maviha Saryer Allen the who
StaftWsiter mil the
on swhi
pen mel
Lrealed Jo

f'rs

! live wilh
Jived wilh
and 1loel

the Loy was being
pled suicide.

The seh, filed by St Taul stiomey
JefT Andersan, a speeialist in clergy
scxval atusc, contends hal on at

Teast fon
and had

sions Hoefgen fondled
ek with the boy at dic

parish center al the chureh.

5uit 5aid 1hat the abuse occurred

i )

bay
v
ine
4.

“Tlie suji coniends thar because of the
dbusa the young moin has sullercd

home

e PRARSAE o

;|L‘4] d nm}‘;‘a‘n}n; pue
Y| J2 g ¥ U3

PRI 0) #0Y LG oum
B16) Juywow Lsad Ao

“These

want”

Grms

of oyin old

considerable cmntional damage, ins
tluding shame, guill, seif-biame, re-
nression and depression

11 asks for the 1ypical cnmp:mulury
daimages of at Jeast $50,00(.

Jerry Klcin, spokesmian fur Ui 1
dipeese of 51, Paul and Minnci 3,
said tha Hoefgen has been remayed
from the sl ul \he Hastings church
té has rmurned 10 Colle ac-
cording o jnformalion S
John's Abbey

Klcin alse snid “Prier Lo ycnc):day
we were unaware of any allegalions
against him."”

St John's Abbey released a staisment

v

he seol
& tnsatment
six monlbs,

abusz watil Lhis

ERH

e

REFAY
noss
oy

NGRSO 1Y B U JHU UL 2TET
oW p

Sy

3y

01U papMoLd 3jdodd o5 Uy AE

iEleuud
awesaq ay :Jojoq Jn( v ELIN "I
|DUI)JC (LU et

Saf

sceious

ni

ol
i
fac
pos -

said
any-

said.

v s

Thal's Hight. Al 17 are white met

of sexual bo

George Pills!
in fatal huntir

A Teiend of Tormec sipie S¢

by, tdinn.

OSB HO FGEN_00454



Just in case you need this information from the Code of Canon Law.

William
Can. 977 The of a partner in a sin against the sixth of the

18 , except in danger of death. .
(Can. 1378 §1 A priest who acts against the of Can. 977 incurs a latae

to the See.
§2 The incur a latae or, if a clerie, a Jatae
1° a person who, not being an priest, to
valid

§3 In the cases in §2, other ,not , Caf be
added, according to the of the
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————

INJOYFUL REMEMBRANCE

OF MONASTIC PROFESSION-

July 11, 1993

Jubilarians

1938
Benedict Nordick, O5B
George Wolf, OSB

1948
Michael Laux, OSB
Hilary Thimmesh, Osg
George Primus, 058
Patrick Sullivan, 0S8

1973
Francis Hoefgen, OS8
Michael Kwatera, 0SB

Solemn Profession

John Brudney, O35B
Edward Vebelun, OsB
Paul-Vincent Niebauer, OSB

“Lex them prefernothing whatover o Chirist,
and may he bring v alf 0 exerlaling life.*
Rule of Benedict 72:11-12

—
——

|

- :
REV. FRANCIS HOEFGEN, 0.5.B. I
) Return to: Fr. Daniel Durken, OSB

8t. John's Abbey
Collegeville, MN 56321

In joyfif remembrance of our Yo
i Francis F. Hoefgen, O.S.R.

Solemn Proféssion
11 July 1976

Peter Stanger
Francis Hoefgen
Adam Kachlin
Michael Kwatera
Justin Lombardo
Jason Griffith

Monk of 8t. John’s Abbey

Ordained a Priest

maonks of Saint John’s Abbey '
. June 22, 1979
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Legal Documents, Healthcare ’,,5"}_@_‘.1 0 e o
Forms, Next of Kin, ' i
Baptismal Certificates,

Wills, etc., etc.
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R

ancis ¥, Hoefoen, o.5.5.
Ordained 1979

1979- Not listed
1980- Cold Spring, MN: St. Boniface’s Church (Diocese of St. Cloud)

1981- Cold Spring, MN: St, Boniface’s Church (Diocese of St. Cloud)

. 1982- Cold Spring, MN: St. Boniface’s Church (Diocese of St. Cloud)
1983- Cold Spring, MN; St. Bonifuce’s Church (Diocese of St. Cloud)
1984- Cold Spring, MN: St, Bomface 5 Church (Diocese of St. Cloud)

" 1985- Not Listed
1986- Hagtings, MIN: St. Boniface Church {Archdiocese of St. Paul and Minneapolis)
1987-Hastings, MN: St. Boniface Church (Archdiocese of St, Paul and Minneapolis)

1988-Hastinge, MIN: St. Elizabeth Ann Seton Church (Archdiocese of St. Paul and Minneapolis)

1989-Hastings, MN: St. Elizabeth Ann Seton Church (Archdiocese of St. Paul and Minneapolis)
1990-Hastings, MN: St. Elizabeth Ann Setou Church (Archdiocese of St. Paul and Minneapolis)
1991-Hastings, MN: St, Elizabeth Ann Seton Church (Archdiocese of St. Paul and Minneapolis)
1992-Hastings, MN: St. Elizabeth Aun Seton Church (Archdiocese of St. Paul and Minneapolis)
1993-Hastings, MN: St. Elizabeth Ann Seton Church (Archdiocese of St. Paul and Minneapclis)
1994- Collegeville, MN: St. John's Abbey (Diocese of St. Cloud)
1995-Collegeville, MN: St. John’s Abbey (Diocese of St. Cloud)
1996-Collegeville, MN: 8t, John's Abbey (Diocese of St, Cloud) '
1997-Collegeville, MN: St. Johii's Abbey {(Diccese of St. Cloud)
1998-Collegeville, MN: St. Johu's Abbey (Diocese of St. Cloud)
1959-Collegeville, MN: St. Jolm’s Abbey (Diocese of St. Cloud)
2000-Collegeville; MN: St, John's Abbey (Diocese of St. Cloud)
2001-Collegeville, MN: St. John's Abbey (Diocese of St. Cloud)
2002-Collegeville, MN: St. John’s Abbey (Diocese of St. Clord)
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