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SILVER KING DRAMA GRIPS HUGE AUDIENCE

RT. REV. JOSEPH F. BUSCH, D.D.
Officiated in Pontifical Ceremonies on Saturday Morning

COMMUNITY CELEBRATES
FEAST OF ST. BENEDICT

Holy Mother Church celebrated with her
most solemn pomp and splendor the [east of
St. Benedict, Saturday, March 21 in the St.
John’s Abbey church here. Belore the gilded
baldachin altar hung a white silk antependium
embroidered with the coat of arms of the Abbey,
On the altar were displayed the relics of the
saints surrounded by great nasses of multi-
colored flowers. Thé throne was hung with
white sillc draperies embroidered in gold
maltese crosses.

The ceremonies of the day began with recita-
tion of Prime by the Community at 4:30 in the
morning. At 6:30, to the sweet strains of the

(Continued on Page 3)

CEREMONIES ON ST.
BENEDICT’S DAY
ARE BROADCAST

Whet came as a surprize to radio lovers on
Saturdey foréncon was the sudden organ
chimes and melodious sound of Gregorian chant
that grected the esrs of those who tuned for
wave lengths of 236 meters. The Pontifical
Ceremonies, conducted by the Right Reverend
Abbot of the Feast of St. Benedict, were sent
out over the local station. The sermon of the
oceasion, preached by the Right Reverend
celebrant in English and German, were heard
over the radio by many families of the com-
munity. So touched was Father Anselm of

(Continued on Page 9)

"ing throughout the entire performance.

Audience Is Moved To Tears By
Touching Scenes ’

Leo J. Hohmann Features In
Title Role

On Sunday evening, Mareh 22, the Univer-
sity Dramatic Association scored a signal
success in the presentation of ““The Silver
King,” a drama of five acts by Henry Arthur
Jones and Henry Herman.

The undertaking was truly a buge one, but
its difficulties proved no obstacles to young
thespians of the school, and the encomiums
rained upon the production have been an ade-
quate appraisal of ite success, “‘The Silver
King' with its fifteen scenes and a cast of
filty to sixty players is no small item from a
theatrical point of view, especially at college,
and the event long heralded in local circles had
been awaite@ with feverish interest. The

Fuditorium was packed Lo evury inel of seativy

enpacity, including sisles and windoweaills,
over 700 finding places, some remaining stand-
More
than 260 friends of the young actora came as
visitors to St. John's for the play. All went
away with only the highest words of commenda-
tion [or the efforts of those concernegd.

It has often been stated as a marvel, the
scénic effects realized on our small stage, but
in “The Silver King,” Father David, under
whose direction the play was put on, outdid
himsell in features of stage production. He
was assisted by an able corps of stage assistants,
namely, Messrs. Rugene Auger, Michael
Doyle, John Sweetman, and Father Theodore,
assistant director of dramatics.

No small eredit is due Mr. Louis Koplmann,
of the Twin City Scenic Studios, Minneapalis,
who presonsally undortook the make-up of
the cast. Mr. Kopimenn for many past years
has proved himself a Joyal freind of St. John's
and is one of the master malke-up artists of the
country. Whispered questions everywherc
in the audience as to the identity ol the
actors accorded Mr Kopfmann a royal compli-
ment as to the success of Lis work.

The University Orchestra, which is mnaking 2
reputation for itsell of late, was at its best in
five selections, three of which by Tebani were
especially appreciatively received by the audi-
ence. A masterful interpretation of Aletter's
“Pulcinello” was the last musical number.

Of the cast, the chief laurels goto Mr, Leo
Hohmarnr, who played the title role, Mr.
Hohmann's interpretation fell little short of

(Conlinued on Page 12)
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SILVER KING DRAMA
GRIPS HUGE AUDIENCE

(Contluued from Page 1)

being professional, and the school conceded
him abilities of no slight calibre, being little
less than professional at critical peints of the
play. The character of Denver calls for three
distinct roles in itself, and coupled with an
unusally heavy memory burden. Mr. Hohmann
acquitted himself admirably.

Mr. Hanry Kirwin appeared in the role of
the villian, Capt. Herbert Skinner, a smooth

MR. LEO HOHMANN
He Flayed the Role of “Silver King"

intriguing schemer and murderer. The charac-
ter work was beavy and called for a big man.
Mr. Kirwin rose to the occasion with the mas-
terful touch that bespealrs hours of practice
and no little talent.

One of the most difficult roles of the drama
was that of the aged butler of the Denver man-
sion, Daniel Juikes. The voice work of this
character reyuires a talented actor and good
acting, Mr. Raymond DeNomme did not dis-
appuint the sudience and successfully brought
the tears and laughter that attend e lovable
[aithful old servant.

The pathetic role of *“Ihe Silver King”, thut
of Denver's son, Danny, emotionnl and heavy
in lines, was impersonated by Mr. Thomas
Donovan.
from his opening lines, and udded not 2 Jittle
towards mccelerating the movement of the
play towards its climax.

A tziple set of ¢rooks, Eliah Coombe, Hurry
Corkett, and Cripps, played respectively by
Messre. Arthur Neslor, Robert Botz, und

Leo Diekmann Robt, Botz

Mr. Donovan wan his audience :

Anton Kampa

INTRAMURAL ORGANIZA-
TION REPORTS SUCCESS

If there ig an organization in the school that
has 2 vital bearing upon its goneral wol-
fnre, that orgunization Is the one that regulates
and stimulates Intrainural gports. 11 js with
no small pride that 8t. John's congratulnles
itsell upon the success of Spike and Cleat
Athletic Fraternity. The winter season closed
this pust week, and it is the unetinted approval
of those members of the faculty as well as of
these students who control the life of the
organization, thet never hefore in the history
of 5t. John's has the Intramural sports question
been brought te so favorable an issue, Mr.

Joseph Keller were voted a huge suscess.
Thtze characters could hordly have been better
hundled by professionals, and it was with regeet
that the asudience noted the end of Lhe play
deprive the stage of their presence.

Mr. Raymond Goodman made an excellent
Samm Baxter—every inch the cool, clever de-
tective. His exquisite volce worlc united to the
facial expressions of a representative of Scot-
Jand Yard, rounded out his role to perfection,

The work of Messrs, Wiederholt, Dworschak,
and Clay in their elear-cut character delinea-
tions were decided helps towards aiding the
main action of the drame, and Mr, Phipps
scored no little success as n typical old foggy,
Gafler Pottle. ,

There was not one of the cast that. did not
"“Speak the speech, I pray you, as I pronounce
it to you—trippingly on the tongue", and one
and all should feel that their efforts to make
““The Silver King"” a memorable event in St.

John's drametic circles, were successful, i

The hest gauge of the sucvess of the play was
the attention and applause of the audience who
sat for six hours with unabated interest for the
outcome of the plot. May **The Silver King"”
find many like successors on the loen) stage.

Flynn avers that never since he took charge of
sports at 8t, John's twelve years ago, has he
witnessed such a fructifiention of tho jdeal
resblts to be aimed at in the league systom of
gomes, Interest has been at fover heat during
the whole winter seasom, the ability of the
players has received a fresh impetus towards
perfection, and above all the wholestudentbody
has been kept actively engaged in the clean
wholesome sports, so imperatively necessary
from an cducative standpoint.

We have carefully examined the other systems
of intromural sports Uiroughout the State of
Minnesota, and in nol gne of them do we note
the thorough organization that characterizes
Spike and Cleat, nor do we note so marked a
degree of general success. Many membors of
the faculty do not perhaps reslize what the
activity of this organization has meant to St.
John's during the past athietic sensons of thic
achool yeor, but it is the unanimous verdiet
of Mr. Flynn, Physical Dirceter. of Father
Clarus, Faculty Adviser, as well ns of the
Prefect body, that Spike and Cleat indicates &
decided upward stride towards making u myre
Ideal St. John's. Tho many features sflected
by the life of the school in its intramural
athietic activities may easily be Inferred, and
we are plenged to congratulate those who have
devoted o much time and labor Lowards
making Spike und Cleat Athletic Fraternity
attain ity ends.

For the sake of the interest of the faculty
2nd of the alumni we wish to publish the fact
that we have been the recipients of several
letters indicating that other schools and institu-
tions are vitally interested in the outcome of
our new system of intramural sports,

Son: Papa, what is an idiom?

Father: An idiom, my son, is merely the
Teminine form of—

Mother: That will do, son, you'd better run
along to bed. —O0klahoma Whirlwind

Ed. Ricker Art. Nestor

Vinc. Wiederhalt  [Leo Grode

E. M. Clay

W. I Phipps  W. Dworshak

[Jos. Keller Art. Kremer
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I hereby testify that the above is a true and correct extract
of the Baptismal Records of the Church of St. Peter and Paul

at Richmond. Minnesota.
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Litterae Testimoniales

Proesentes Inspecturis Salutem in Domino!

Cum ex praemissa diligenti investigatione Nobis constiterit Dilectum Nobis in Christo

Leonenm..Jacobum. Hohmann , ex legitimis natalibus in paroecia 3. 8

Petri et Pauli ... in Toco......Blchmoend ortum, pie

educatum atque in religione christiana bene instructum, moribus bonis ingenioque praestanti ornatum, honesta
vita ac fama conditioneque integra commendatum, neque inquisitum aut aliqua censura, irregularitate aliove
canonico impedimento, quod sciamus, irretitum esse, neque opitulandi parentibus necessitudine gravatum
existere: Nos per praesentes litteras indubiam fidem facimus et testamur nihil, quantum cognoscere potuimus,

ex hac parte obstare quominus praefatum D Leonem Jacobum Hohniann ut ad

statum religiosum admittatur commendemus.

In quorum fidem has Testimoniales litteras manu Nostra subscriptas sigilloque Nostro et Secretarii Nostri

subscriptione munitas expidirl jussimus.

’
Datm“.aﬁ?:..wm ,ex aedibus Nostris Episcopalibus.

Die. 3, fecitcttc......., 6 DIFZIN

Secretartus.
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An Eye-Witness Account
of Survival in the
Eye of a Hurricane by
Fr. Othmar Hohmann, OSB
Summer, 1926,
Nassau, Bahamas.

St. John's Abbey Archives




. L AT - .
» '«'f: ¥ :-I —
i* Chapter_ﬁ. Hurricanes

‘ (). .
g Tropical ocyclonic storma?tl%ons in the Orient and Aurri
¢ canes in the West Indies are of comparatigely rare occur-

) ~ rence; yet during the summer of 1926,the Bahamas wer
g e visited by three devastating stormsjin a few weeks! j '
e m ~ These storms form only over certain well-defined end lim-

= o By LA kp P~ 1ted water areas of the Troples and guickly kose their
126 b energy on reaching a large land sutﬁgce such as a continesf

As they progress toward the middle latitudes they also
lose energy,though more slowly and usually at the
sa.me time efcpandlng in area.:

e om0
;li'he origink of tropical cyclones is obscure in some
o&—tbe——&e%&&ls Their maintainance is dependent on a
pWIL A : rams 1s present
.;\WM in the atmosphere - iA-A&rse=améy The vapr laden and
heated air of these regions is underrun and forced up
ward by adjacent denser air,,denser because drier and oee
cooler. Thus perheps 1s beggs'%“'ﬁhat process which Jater on
results in a continuing systeneof wind 5" blowiwg around
a moving center and constituti®g a tripical cyclone.

1886, YTu.y 26, Srpt 17, Oct 21.

#

o
S S G PRI PRSP vE T V. Y
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Hurricanes or tropical cyclonic ‘storms are much like the
dreada?typhoons of the South Pacifiic whiclh travel in a
lerge revolving mass witif “average diamete 206300 miles &

in a counterclockwise direction around a center of calm,
The centar,ﬁe-}dexéﬁ’é%%" more than ten to 20 miles in

dismeter) movew ahead in a general north terly firectiox

Haar oo

from 5 to 20 miles per hour, ds are mos%
fiproe and destructive near—titis—eenter, reaching therw

a—velocitﬂ}"m—em 100 miles per hOUT sl 2etat onirrte,

Through radio wdé%%ggggathered from land and ship statioas

scattered about\the Caribbean ewd the West 1 dies\come

reprts of "Iropical disturbance, center gout loo miles

northeast of Governor's Harbour Bahemas, travelling in
a west northwesterly direction at about ten miles per

hour. No danger for Nassau"

As new reports come in during the day, Fathers Gebiiel
Apnold and Ambrose stuéy the hurricane map and chart the
progress of the sborm. i{gﬂally a fasclnating sport -this.
Fr. Dabriel recalls stirring reminiscences of hurricandes
he has pessed through during his forty years in the
Bahamas.

From a huge '\ooe&n liner out’ in the Atlantic come radlo
reports of terrific winds with segstg;eaking over the

bow of the m Some time later the ship's operator
f1a shes.out that the ship has evidently struck the

storm center. The bottom has dropped out of the baromet'ef
there is no wind mes but the %mrible confused
Jumbied mass of frightful mountalnous seas that sweep

in from all sides with overwhelming violence . Fovtundely
this 1s a large ocean vessel well away from lend or ree.fs

God help any smaller oraft caught in billows like this!

= — — e . b s _rocm rres sseeesmisstiess
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No danger for Nassau? 4?3 begin tj wonder. Leber radilo

"‘ “'Iﬁ!? -
reports wirow fhe storm 1$?he~moving closer up our way.
The a tmosphere has been becgming unusually clear. The win
wind ominously "backs in" from unwonted directions BHEE/
as the north or the west, then dies down completely.
ané “The air becomes unusually oppressive,the

atmosphere thick and lurid in appearance.

From bhe. signal towers on tke forts and lighthouses
M . .
appears thenpinister ominews looking black and red hurric-
L ¢
cane flags that mean? "Storm das moved into Behamian
waters". The barometer is actyﬂ up very ocrazily indeed

but then we may be just on the outer rim of this dis

turbance witirno—éenger—whatseeyer Judging from the
an e 3‘ & A—,g:ﬂa
radioed report of the Storm'slggzgggfun. fﬁggﬁgualfy

brilliant Bahami#n skies become overcast with

a delicate cirrus haze of greenish tints marked by

‘a copper colored sunset.

’

“Guess we's in for some mo wéddah'" The watefrunt

. , - W
at once becomes & feverish with acticity as all

menner of craft aenclient and modern scurry for cover
in sheltering coves;\ﬂhat can be beached is pulled
ashore. One of the most hugourous incidents I can

recall is a scene like this in the harbor when

"udoqens of sponging vessels were tacking to and fro

across the harbor against a brisk wind, to get to

shelter. AsS the pessels would come perilously clése

"to each other in their meneuvering or beat each other

to a vantage polnt the air was filled with engry
shouts and cursing and threags that was really fupny.

0SB HOHMANN_00010



Sounds of hamm.r and say/ everywhere as everyone is

"battening up" doore and windows untilﬁs%ree-te Iook like

the boarded up relios of a ghost town. Thers is a busy
13

traffiec in laying in oi: ugricanes tores;—memely kerosens
for light and victualsjpto last thrdugh several days of

)‘\vi olant storm B -Revessary—

For a day or so a long heavey well has been in
from the ocean end now with the wind increasin in force
v
the sexis assuming a ghastly appearance as the spray is
ol <
across the crests sfcthe~seag like frantic sourzying
wrethgEs and the billowspound against tieewcliffs and sea

O
well® with deafening booming roar.

The atmosphere becomes sthick and lurid, and the wind
increases T4 violent puffs driving along blinding dashes
of rain. More radio repoets! The storm %\vm
turning away from Nassau wed &ssipato}it.selr north“hab
tu/r_ned a complete voltefﬁimnd is headefbut a few hours

Ind o ety ) r9eg

Wﬁ;ow&rds Nassau. -Phrepgh the' noise of wind and
» /EW qu

rain ‘geacsné/\she fire siren and the raio barks oft;

Get inside and sit tight and when the 1lull comes, de not

venture outside!

In a few hours more the full fury of the gale is upon us,

Terrific winds loo miles an hours and rain, rain rain,
forrents of it , bR in from th

the sea. DBetween puffs and momentary lulls in the

z!ain we see sheets of rain blowing over the crests of

housetkops ang. ahimnex:;!waving like ghastly snow banners‘
mt luihl.;ﬁ iﬁ—%-ho—-—ra-m we cateh a glimpse

of the harbor, "‘E@t all oraft have been brought to sheltey
. o.(.z:;w..i

0SB HOHMANN_00011



Smeller boats drag anchors and frigt out of the harbor
to sea to bemd., @n some %maré terrified
meriners who have not gotten off in time., They make

frentic eppealing gestures for help to those on shore

If they are not thrown onto shore before leaving the har-

bor they are lost. Thus the Mission Boat "San Salvador
[\ .
dseppeaTed-®spurlos versunken" oa /93¢ ¢

Every’ leaf if ripped from the trees,powellines go down

' “twisted into masses of Jynk and a terrible dark night
f

S ‘ AT 2
| ﬂ) is upon us with no leézagiﬁafgﬁagsﬁﬁru We—do hope the
5 Migsion quarters hold. The full fury of the dorm 1is

now upon us. Outside torrential bldsts of_rain-almos?
take the skin Off one's face and will I amJaSﬁE?z; a

i ghirt right off one's back into tatters. At full force
one can barely breatheand face3% g;E!must:crawl along
close to the ground, grabbing a hold on anything sold
as—hecrewls—adeng 1f he is lucky enougﬁmgﬁ be hit

by any of the myriads pleces of flying timber thiling
SﬁJtﬁo likezybgié rain is being whipped along

through the air like bullets and seems to e lying in a
sort of strata in the air.

And the noise! "Shrieking qf a hurricane "™ is not en
exaggeration., No thought of sleep with the house 2
groaning end quaking with égery"g;;léugﬁt of the storm

that would tear it todts, 0 e i8 kept almost tol busy

M .
“to e frightened. Rain, rain getting in everywhere in

most unthought of fashion an;»e must try to keep dry
whet we can. Fr. A _nold has even bored hqhs through

the Priory and sacristy floors to drain water out.

0SB HOHMANN_00012



God help the po or fellows cauth out on the oceen!
Except *%f miracle, its Da;y Jones; locker for them.
And the poor natives in their miserable shantied
They hcve been through this before and are inured to
suffering but there is enought to bear &t that, e
pecially for the womeny end<children.- As ons native
toléd me: Well Eaddek, we jes.godMé#s in a sorong
house, an.wnn dat staht to break up an go we jué
’.hurries to anudder untll det go too. Soon the
.ohurch buildlng is crowded to the doors and the

closely packed wet throung osﬁsteaming humanlty with
dozens of frantic squalling bebleiis enough to try
the paiﬂence of the most:sturdyrhmknimav

Dawn at last at Lbst, but.no letup in the_storm.

Around the eaves and flagpoes stlll standing it
whines and shrieksllike meniacs in a frenzy:

Suddenly there eoﬁgska complete lull for a few hours
wth ﬂ large holé /i the top of the sky aﬁd blue fir
mament beyond. This is oailed "the eye of ihe storm"
Storm obeﬁ° From everywhere heads are poking forth
and the streetsbecome a(ive with cheery hatlves wet
.to the skin but lustful fo;”Boq@ from wreckﬂ shops
and stores. The raﬁo shrieks out Do not venture ocut
during tk@s lull;- do not genture from places of safety
‘the storm is only half over and may break again at any
time. Well, at least a few hours4;ela35tion ehyhow,
but what siéhos or ruio"endwdestruction! No® time now
.to moon aboot thet. Water ﬁuet be scooped:out of the
.house 1oo5e batteﬁs,wihdow eﬂd shhﬁfertdurdkly tightened

and some hurried nourishment taken.

0SB HOHMANN_00013



o S Pt 550
After a few hoursthe wind?riaes suddenly with another
terrific onslaughtf\from exactly the opposite diwction
as before. God God, how long will this last? The wind
U ,
¥g from the sea this time and frantically the dwellers
near the waterfront are moving out to higher ¢places of
a safety as the seas rush’behing the s wallaand flood the
streets in wild/torrénts or seething brine. Yet this is
not the worst yet. This 4s—eald geing_tr-ﬁzrd—muwb—i:ﬁeeiy

4 a "tidal waveé More properly called tided wave’
Wﬂ" For hours the 'waters may—havc/gf?{_been blown
away from the land until harbours :1;" almost dry. When
the wind changes after th® lull these waters come back
in a rush drlven by the ternflo winds and P y e
tide to boot Get up to where its hlgh' In another
1u11 between showers the horizon is seen to bulger‘%’ﬁ
.The telescope tells 'plainlybfgis is & storm wave; |
perhaps & whole series of them. How high will thete
awful wellsof water go? ) On,on it comes like an
Nemesis tnat knows no qu”;;;r Up against the seawall
g to b:Lts concrete*steelw;gd rushfng over low
lands. Any dwellings or people or cattla i ‘his area
e -.éas lost' 3:(:1-‘1 a storm wave {ﬁwhat wrought the ‘awful
- . havoo in the Galveston flood of 1903 andmterrbile
loss oi‘ life in the’ veterans camp on the Florida keys
| :|.n Steptember 1935, A.nother wave and another, each one
) creeping higher onto the hills. Thank God for high

"plaees!
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Eight hours more of this! Will it never end? At last

the barometer begins to rise and the wind slowly to subsiJe
but carries on in capricious puffs for anotl_:;%qday and

a half. Everyone is wet cold and chllled. 'Here's one
time wep% not be teetotallers. Bring on a little

Schpepps!

After the s torm: Mthe disheartening warisome work

of Salvage. Let us get into a reconnoitering plane

and see what the hurrlcané £id to the Florida ca;_s, wiped

\.
0

wd
eai& settlements “the e, the CCC camps_ and the Iamous

ocean going railway to Key Wes'tﬂldthat it 1{&5 n@'ﬁr been
rebuilt egmedn. Afew looks over the keys ‘revealli-.a
picture of gotal ‘destruction, a city of eath, dad bodies
. strewn about drovned like rais decomposing in the sun.
This is what/’éz. did to the relief train sent down from
Miami to get the géterans out. A friend of mine, an
almunnus of St. Leo's Florida and eme—eof the fifsst |
redio men to get down to keys in Sept. 1935 and make
contact with the mainland wrote me: It will teke me
twnety years to forget eﬁe—ﬁgme I saw down there!"
At Nassau and other Bahamian towns, ruin, ruin and
mprg of it Sa “{a tread ou¥ way’ through streets littered
Fu::% di):;ij v&thuaere anﬂere grm searchlng for
nissing victims/ , B ery@ling completely
drenched, no coal or fresh water‘'little rood. The air-
oplene nas been & great nelp is rushing first aig
medicine, foo& water and doctory to striken outsislend
villages ,&&d Pan American Ariways has done some very

fine work in-reeemt—hurTivEZES=w-th Bahamaf"“‘f“"‘"{}“‘“
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In Andros Father Leﬁhder foun:f- a man pinned under a
fallen house. It was impossible to extricate him in to
time to save the life of hls body, but Fether baptized hi
him and thus saved the life of the soul.

11 that is left of a church building end Tthe poor mis
sionary must t Iiterally from the grouﬁd up again and
hope to be able to build sswufficiently well to with
stand the next storm. We must carry on and rebuild eut
%QP%Z; ruins,agtun.

The gruesome task of identifying victims rotting inthe
hot tropical sun, and putting them into hurriedly made
coffins srd—then tdﬁgiemategéhem.

Along the waterfunt, A sunken liguor runner, ead Father
Hiléebrand bought it under waterfb:ézzzh the firedeparet
ment to pump out the water av ter plugging the hiles.
Result, a mission boat for e éoq, yet the neat hurricane
made an end of that also. The }ighthouee
tender dashed ihto a cement and wrecking both.

Craft large and s)m’/.( picked up and swep onto land by the
srorm wave such as this 75 foot schooner, beyond the hope
of any salvape. _This particehar one I extimated to h:ive
been thrown at least a mile or more from where it had
been anchored. ‘

Quickly improvised shelters are fashioned for little
ones and emergency supplles fo food and clothing issued -
and the little colored tots quite cheérful through it all
Bakk to housekeeping at once and the first slgn to go
up is the salvaged: "God bless our home"

The poor natives re deprived of their means of lilelihoo
Fruit trees are totally destroyed sisal'plantafions

flooded sponge fields swept dlean gy angry seas.
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This for instance after the third terrible hurricane the
summer of lééé,.éée‘fhird'or the houéés on Acklins island
were down and may people drowned. On Exuma 3350
, persons were without home or shelter. At-Andors'about
two thirds o:“the Sponging Fleet was destroyed. At Nassa

alone more then one hundred boats were swetp out of the

hargox. ) . . , . t
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chapte{;ZEL Hurricanes

Tropical cyclonic stormsstyppons in the Orient and Hurri
canes in the West Indies are of comparatigely rare occur-

rence; yet during the summer of 1926,the Bahamas wer
visited by three devastating storm§f{n a few weeks!éf
lim-

e Pelrat ammo suoreie
s gf}ﬂiﬁ?dafi ~These storms form only over certain well-defined an
v Y e d

gLl

energy on reaching a large land su ce such as a contine«t
As they progress toward the middle latitudes they also
lose energy,though more slowly and usually et the
same time eipanding in area.

e ol g1k o

| he origin® of tropical cyclones is obscure in some
ofthe—debsils. Their maintainance 1s dependent on a

supply of water vapor whlc —the—dotdrams 1s present

in the etmosphere iFi-A&rge=améunts., The vapr laden and
heated air of these reglons is underrun and forced up
ward by adjacent denser air, denser because drier and oee.
cooler. Thus perhaps is beﬂ%ﬁ”fhat process which lber on
results in a contlinulng systeqLof wind3 " blowbag around

a moving center and constitutimg a tripical cyclone.

ited water areas of the Tropics angﬁguickly 3ose their
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Hurrigjznea or tropical cyclonic storms are much like the

dreadel/typhoons of the South Paciftic whicl travel in &
large revolving mass witlf @verage diametefr 2w6300 miles &

in a counterclockwise directlon around a center of calm.
The canter,ee&den(-ﬁg%éumore than ten to 20 miles in
diameter) movew ahead in a general northwesterly {irectiox
moM
from 5 to 20 mlles per hour_-mnh#httﬂm’i"hda are most
" Baritee
fierce and destructive aecar—this—eemder, reaching therwm

w—veloo 11:"? e:pan—evea:"/loo miles per hour ol Lerto O,

Through radio ;xé&ﬁgqgathered from land and ship stations

scattered about{the Caribbean end (the West Indies come

reprts of "Tropical disturbance, center dout loo miles

northesst of Governor's Harbour Bahamas, travelling in
a west northwesterly direction at about ten miles per

hour. No danger for Nassau

As new reports come in during the day, Fathers Gabtiel
Aynold and Ambrose stu:gy the hurricane map and chart the
progress of the sbvorm. ﬁg’ally a fascinating sport -this.
Fr. Babriel recalls stirring reminiscences of hurricanees
he has passed through during his forty years in the
Bahamas.,

From a huge ‘ocean liner out' in the Atlantic come radio
reports of terrific winds with seasﬁ;‘deaking over the

bow of the ﬁrmﬂe{- Some time later the ship's operator
fla shes out that the ship has evidently struck the

storm center. The bottom has dropped out of the barometef
there i1s no wind me#e but the Boesn/a horrible confused
jumbled mass of frightful mountainous seas that sweep

in from all sides with overwhelming violence . Foirtund'ély
this is a large ocean vessel well eway from land or reefs

God help any smaller craft caught in billows like this!
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Smaller boats drag anchors and frigt out of the harbor
to sea to b@f&??ﬁﬁ?gh,&an some.SS/éhemaré terrified
mariners who have not gotten off in time. They make
frantic appealing gestures for help to those on shore

If they are not thrown‘on?o shore before leaving the har-

bor they are lost. Thus the Mission Boat "San Salvador

1\ Y

dd-sappenTEd-®spurjos versunken" oS- /9%9

gt ' Ao
Every leaf if ripped from the trees, powellines go down

ftwisted into masses of jynk and a terrible dark night

Stz

is upon us with no laEEEg}Hafgsgéégggt We—do hops the
Mission quarters hold. fhe full fury of the 46rm is
now upon us. Outside torrential blasts of rain almost
. I Py
take the skin off one's face and will I amatgzzjrip a
shirt right off one's back into tatters. At full force
one can barely breatheand face’d% ;Eﬁfmust‘crawl along
close to the ground, grabbing a hold on anything sold
es—he crewls—elong, if he is lucky enougﬁm{’é be hit
by any of th? myriads pieces of flying timber t ling
SﬁJtha likéﬁU&;;e rain is being whipped along
through the alxr like bullets and seems to e lying im a
sort of strata in the air,
And the noise! "Shrieking qﬂ a hurricane " is not an
exaggeration. No thought of sleep with the house gor
groaning and gquaking with egery"ggélaught of the storm
that would tear it‘toxits.:\one is kept almost tol busy
‘to e frightened. R;Ih, rain getting in everywhere in
most unthoéught of fashion an&»e must try to keep {ry
what we can. Fr. Arnold has even bored hoes through

the Priory and sacristy floors to drain water out,
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No danger for Nassau? 42;3 begin tj wonder. Leter radilo
reports wirow {I‘lffstorm ‘éob& moving closer up our way.
The atm?sphere has been 'r:%nwnueually clear., The wimr
wind ominously "backs in" from unwonted directions SEEE/
as the north or the west, then dies down completely.
a-nd’ffle air becomes unusually oppressive,the

atmosphere thick and lurid in appearance.

From the signal towers on #he forts and lighthouses
W
appears thepsinister emineus looking black and red hurriec-
o [
cane flags that mean’"Storm ias moved into Bahamian
waters"., The barometer is actiﬂ up very crazily indeed

but then we may be Just on the outer rim of this dis

turbance, witihrno—deager—whebseeyer :;r %ng from th%@
radioed report of the gtorm' s%. Mualjy

brilliant Behemisn skiss become overcast with

a delicate cirrus haze of greenish tints marked by

a copper colored sunset.

"Guess we's 1in for some mo weddah'"® The watefrunt
at once becomes a feverish wix‘!r acticity as all
menner of c¢rarft anclent and modern scurry for cover
in sheltering éoves;Wlﬁat can be beached is pulled
ashore. One of the most hujourous incidents I can
recall is a scene like this in the harbor when
adozens of sponging vessels were tacking to and fro
across the harbor against a brisk wind, to get to
shelter. As the bessels would come perilously clése
to each other in thelr meneuvering or beat each other
to a vantage point the ai;-_\-:'as filled with angry
shouts and cursing and threa;‘}s that was really fugny.
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Sounds of hemm.r and sa;a/ everywhere as everyone is
"battening up" doors and windows until/%&%alee-ta Iook like

the boarded up relics of a ghost town. There is a busy

(S t
braffic in laying in of hupricanes tores;—memely kerosene
¥ ’eha«-u/ b u-rafbr
for 1light and victualsjto last thrdugh several days of

}{\violant shorm N wevessary-—

For a day or so a long heavyy well has been ¢ in
from the ocean and now with the wind increasin in force
the sexis assuming a ghastly appearance ;s the spray is
across the%sts M@m like frantic scurryiry
wrathg8s and the billowspound against tiencliffs an{ sea

o
wall®y with deafening booming roar.

The atmosphere becomes sthick and lurid eand the wind
increases ﬁ violent puffs driving along blinding dashes
of rain., More radio repoets! The stom‘?vm
turning awey from Nassau ma%: &asipate'?itself north"ﬁgg

turned a complete voltefasce and is heade{but a few hours
= pu»-ﬁuiwu. ) 19w

w{oowards Nassau. -Pheemgh the' noise of wind and
- ez’r U\ﬁ'\\o{
rain quhe %"ire siren and the raio barks oft;

Get inslde end sit tight and when the 1ull comes, do not

venture outside!

In a few hours more the full fury of the gale is upon us.

Terrific winds loo miles an hours and rain, rain rain,
2o lf- .
forrents of it, bR in from th

the sea. DBetween puffs and momentary lulls in the

L]
rain we see sheets of rain blowlng over the crests of

houset¥ops and chimney.s,waving like ghastly snow banners
lubils in—the—rain we cateh a glimpse

of the harbor. "Not all craft have been brought to sheltep
" . o.\;a—‘}u-.ﬂ
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qu help the po or fellows cauth out on the ocean!
Except %%fa niracle, its Da;y Jones' looker for them.
And the poor natives in their miserable shantied}
They heve been through this before and are inured to
suffering but there is enought to bear at that, e
pecially for the womend and{children.- As one native
told me: Well Eaddak; we jes.god¥ddks in a stfong
house, an~wnn dat stabt to break up an go we Jus
-.hurries to anudder until dat go too. ‘Soon the
.chufch building is crowded to the doors and the
closely pécked wet throng oéﬁst;amiﬁg humanity with
dozens of frantic squalling babies is enough to try
the paiﬂence of the mostzsturdy(ndkmimav
Dawn at'last‘at'lbst, but no letup in the.storm.

Aroind the eaves and. flagpoes still standing it
whines and shrieks'like mania¢s in a frenzy.

Suddenly there eeﬁgs\a complete 1lull for a few hours
with [ large holé/a The top of the sky and blue fir
mamént beyond. This is cailéd "the eye of fhe storm"
Storn ovaﬁ? From everywhere heads are poking forth
and the streétsbecome a‘ive with cheery hatives wet
-to the skin but lustful fo;ygbq%_from wrecled shops
and stores. The raflo shrieks out: Dolnot venture out
during tk}s lull; do not genture from places of safety
the storm is only half over and may break again et any
time. Well, at least a few hqurs4;elaxatioﬁ anyhow,
but what sights or ruln and destruction! No® time now
to moon about that., Water must be scooped:out o the

house loose battens, window and shuttersquidkly tightened

and some hurried nourishment taken.
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After a few hoursthe w1nd5rises suddenly with another
annd s ‘
terrific onsleught/\from exactly the opposite dimetion
as before. Gad God, how long will this 18st? The wind
AT e . ,
g from the sea this time and frantically the dwellers
near the waterfront ere moving out to higher ¢places of
safety as the seas rush:behing the se.wallaand flood the
streets in wild torr nts of seathing brine. Yet this is
/MAAAJ A Ta
not the worst yet. This $s—-ald y
“"“',cp&ﬁ:-.. o
& g "tidal waveé More properly called tidel wave,
“s%erm—wava" For hours the waters m&y~ﬁ£§3{been blown
away from the' land until harbours &rs almost dry. When
the wind changes after thi 1ull these waters come back
in a rush driven by the terriflc winds and ya
tide to boot Get up to where its high! In another
lull between showers the horizon is seen to bulgerﬂézi?ﬁ9
At
.The telescope tells 'plainly this is a storm wave;
perhaps a whole series of them. How high will thete
awful walls of water go? On,on it comes like an
Nemesis that knows no 632;;Lr. yp against the seawall
o i
g to bits concretetsteel and rushig over low
lands. Any dwellings or people or cattle i this area
3? lost! Such a storm wave {s what wrought the ‘awful
havoc in the Galveston flooé of 1903 and the Zerrbile
loss of 1life in the veterans camp on the Florida keys
in S:ceptember 1935. Another wave and another, each one
creeping higher onto the hills, Thank God for high

places!
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Eight hours more of this! Will it nmever end? At last
the barometer begins to rise and the wind slowly to subside
but carries on in capricious puffs for anotl_l;.é;d?y and
a half. Everyone is wet cold and chilled. He-ra—b'% one

time we.f.% not be teetotallers. Bring on a little

Schpapps!

After the s torm: :Beﬂ(the disheartening warisome work

of Salvage. Let us get into a reconnoitering plane

and see what the hurricand 4id to the Florida cays, wiped
<ngai?@'6

> Jond
eu-’sm settlements&fheze, the CCC camps_and the Iamous
Mé{

ocean going railway to Key Westﬂ'dthat it has never been
rebuilt amedn. Afew looks over the keys reveals a
picture of gotal ‘destruction, a city_of eath, &ad bodies
strewn about drowned lims decomposing in the sun.
This is what"é:'g);;to the relief train sent down from
Miemi to get the géterans out. A friend of mine, &n
almunnus of St. Leo's Florida and eme—of the first
radio men to get down to keys in Sept. 1935 and make
contact with the mainland wrffilne: It will teke me
twnety years to forget -tha—ﬁm I saw down there!"
At Nassau and other Bahamisn towns, ruin, ruin and
mprp of it gs V{e tread ou¥f way through streets littered
FM::% debz:_i_us wi-thHaei_-e jnd t era“'é;'% searching for
missinmtims, . I erﬁhing&t’:ompletely
drenched, no coal or fresh water ‘little food‘. The air-
oplane nas been a great nelp is rushing first aim
medicine, I‘oo£ water and doctorx to striken outsisland

villages ,.sxd Pan American Ariways has done some very

fine work in-reeent—hurrivarEs=tmth Bahamaqsa-—{mw/}ua.
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In Andros Father Leander foumc a men plnned under a
fallen house. It was impossible to extricate him in to
time to save the life of his body, but Father baptized hi
him and thus saved the life of the soul.

11 thet is left of a church building, esd fthe poor mis
sionary must t Titerally from the ground up again and
hope to be able to build dswuffici@ntly well to with
stand the next storm. We must cearry on and rebuild eut
#¥ﬂ¥Z; ruins(&g!ﬁn.

The gruesome task of identifying victime rotting inthe
hot tropical sun, and putting them into hurriedly made
coffins snéd—then tdﬁ:}ematejhhem.

Along the waterfunt, A sunken liquor runner esd Father
Hildebrand bought it under waterfbgéizzé the flredeparet
ment to pump out the water av ter plugging the hiles.
Result,a mission boat for a SOQT yet the next hurricane
made an end of that also. The }ighthouse
tender dashed 1hto a cement and wrecking both.

Craft large and s;&#{ picked up and swep onto land by the
srorm wave such as this 75 foot schooner, beyond the hope
of sny selvape. This particader one I extimated to h.ve
been thrown at least a mile or more from where 1t had
been anchored.

Quickly improvised shelters are fashioned for little
ones and emergency supplies fo food end clothing issued
and the l1ittle colored tots quite cheérful through it all
Bakk to housekeeping at once and the first slgn to go
up is the salvaged: "God bless our home”

The poor netives re deprived of their means of lilelihoo

Fruit trees are totally destroyed sisal plantations

flooded sponge Tields swept dlean gy angry seas.
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Thus for instance after the third terrible hurricene the
summer of 1926, one third of the houses on Acklins island
were down end may people drowned. 0n Exumea 3350 '

. persons were without home or shelter. At Andors about
two thirds of the Sponging Fleet was destroyed. At Nassa

alone mors than'oﬁe hundred boats were swetp out of the

hargor.
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Ak Miemi Florida. We're going out into the Atlantic 6
by air! We book passage on a huge four motor Pan- Cjaf CALE"S
Americen clipper flying to Nassau this morning. Tl ﬁf
Thegiant plane cardes 40 passengers plus orew T
fri¢hgt mail end express and is now being loaded
at this\uniﬁz.air station of the Americas.

/W‘v

Loy

Promptly at 8:27 our lgge is called and we are
sealed in, At the SERSEE or B:og with o terrific ®

roar of the motors thercis a short run of less

than a minute ower—Lo-miles—per-hque and we are
off in a hurricane of spray, and”%hat a speed!

Up, 100, 300, 500 feet in a Jiffy. -“¥o=ben-

We bank up into a eloud

And get a last look at Miami, 4he wonder city/fﬂ? Lotk
with the Everglades brooding in the distance.
Wrﬂim. & ®

Our flying Pullmen is in fact wider than a #
Pullman and even more comfortable. Up to

1500 feet now. The windows are opened. Is
this all there is to flying? A beautiful sunny
morning }the ocean below‘¥cintilaating

in tiny ripples of blue, green, turquoise

and wBt have you? Intermittent rain showers
are travelling across the rizon; one of thenm
stralght ahead. With axT¥oar of those four
little motors we olimb to 1800 feet,--Im,
right over the business! and look down into

a sea of clouds! This is =& new thrill.

m»—‘-ﬂﬁ/

One hour g@ém like a flash. Bimini, the Berry
Islands and the cays skirting the northern
end of Andros Island float by, looking like
carpets of green sprawled out on the\:.'a ers,
o 1 /OJ" uﬂ?;,‘o

gyrrOvar herg/;hﬁ old wreckjfof Some old pirate
brig, a-188t of=tire=~historic selling elippers/
and flying by at a speed of over 100 miles
Per hour, our modern clipper.

A few more minutes brings New Providence Island ca—bhe
onto the horizqgﬁ: Nessau on the nose and the

plane startsgﬁﬁ c¢nding into the pearly waters

of the hmrbof, So this is my future vineyard,

Huge rolling ocean wells are trying g’é’t

into the harbor and bredk'ﬁﬁ"i"f%e bart Are

we going to lend in this? Look oud! I do zimf
wﬁ%sh that pilot would not bank so sharply, — #%.
45‘' degrees 1s a little more than I am-used ﬁﬁﬁvé}
Iz, Wonder whether he will hit one of those
combers; but before we know 1t, swoosh! we

slide gently into the calmer waters of the i
harbor and in a minute we are—at the %;rport

~ ©

e C& 0 red S
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wLelre o warn welcome awaits us,

FIRST GLIMPSES OF NASSAU

We climd into a mission car of rather
ancient vintage,ems Hbw begins a crazy
Jaunt on the left side of #e narrow

streets that—ame lined with pink and
buff colored walls. We dodge between e

rickety cars and horse carriages gonkay P
carts,Velusive box carts of all Sikze ' Lo sty
YL oy

anddescriptions, ;
: o

This does look like something different

in the way of towns. The harbor is filled with Tund
with sundry small sailing craft and looks

like a page out of an old geography. =

silk cotton tree This does not look 1ike

Minnesota.

The market with its d4in and noise and pic-
turesquelk babel ov voioges.

Nassau fast frotight, “yThe Nassau broncho
and & typical Nassau¢stres owntown' with
houses and walls a century or more old.

A Nassau travelling saleslédy. The native
women carry anything on their heads, laundry, =0
provender, fuel\\ They have strong necks, and

stronger heads. r%¢af

We arrive at the Priory, historic old "Dunmore
House" built in 1788 by Lord Dunmore as his
governor's residence. In turn it became a
military hospital and since 1899 the missionary
headquarters. It has seen & good bit of his-
tory end withstood many a battering from
tropical storms. Well, it's home for a while,
a8 bit of St. John's dowh here in the blue
Atlantie.
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{ - A DAY AT THE PRIORY s
/,-.-“-- Lo The Priory, historiec oTd "Dunmore House" built in 1786
/ by Lord Dunmore as @.governor's residence and later used
as a military hospital. Since 1892 if _has been the Ca-
tholic Mission headquarters. Legen ﬁﬁor of fimder-
ground passages leading to old Fort Char otte and to the
sea. They have been looked for but never found.

From our simple quarters we comymand a charming view
across ke harbor and the ocean”$n/alfost sninety

degree paﬁ'&ﬁ&n . What a panorama OR color in sea and
sky!
-TPLtAI a’o.-f‘o’

A regular morning representation of 31/6 faithfuls t
Mass, poor beggars, odd and decrepit,/all converts, cheer-

7L’ v fully hobblifg their way to m_} each morning.

#

6? N Who dat new faddah? Him plenty wite, yeah?
iSO "&Mw" ‘-.r v
Later in the morning,|\young frultvenders at the door;
they will soon carry heavier loads. R

,hmi-w"’"-"l ﬂg‘ter Me, 1da "Captain" wait;gn/tlie Priory steps for his
orning of a "panny" gven a Trupunce" or o peh

"mawtches" or cigargstumps for his ancient pipe. O e ity
~9q ceptain must be a good byt ové 80 p/pooTEst of the pPolT " ™“w~a
&l' éainfully but cheerfully pick up his daily food
wheregver he may find it, a bit here,a bit at the market
place, a bit at the nurgery and so on. In splte of a
termagant "jl'}mper"Gwéfe,”"S:a%’;ﬁs cheerful a soul as one
could meet. "Tank God for ife" he answers every greeting
- py ' ¥ II‘:A. I “l‘_-—-u( :va.,- [ | "r:._t AT A TN (e Lfokvt-!!’:(' . 0 L, (B
;.../Qm—;f /ﬁ‘-bf(" with a hude griny) j;..h(’u‘-—lhi,u .]-:M M,{,ﬁﬁg o /a«ﬁ-f’ /
\ Bos¢ man, dis heah plenty fine 'Mericen fowl. Him wu
#1l two sh¢allen moah. Dis fowg no ohdny fowl, feddak.

/Domﬁn the yard Brother Bede is attempting a little work,
25 bud The nursery babes are having recess and have other

ideas about that.

Roofs béing constructed in the Priory yard for outiiland
77/ chapels. BDach piece is numbered, the roofs taken apart

and then shipped. This saves timegand the exasperating

difficulties and inefficiency with"unskilled labor in

the outislands.

'L? Two laddis ffom Our Ledy's Mission come in to say hello
7 to Father Quentin.

%WWConstant interruptions all day from beggars, 1175 whose
numbers there seemsno end. Fr, Quentin is dismissing
each with a penny and they seem well satisfied. A
missionarg's day is often a most trying one, listéning
to tale after tale of suffering and woe, domestic quarrels
requests for clothing, medicine, passes to the hospital

"loans" _and small. (A "loan” is seldom if ever re~
paid.) .
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&', 'There may be Squabble§ with neighbors, recalcitrant son} o

or daughtery. te—whem Yhe parents want the priest to giveﬂk&/
a good “El‘anguelgwshig'! This one's hubband or son has gott
ten into the tolls the law- a oy the missionary is .
expeoted to Furyish/bair; lﬂéﬁﬁiﬁ"ﬁ‘f‘fg:115.\@1131:1'31:.3 and what
not. Try to be/"all things to all men® Pretty difficult

if not impossible at times.
. Pt s

Toward evening,\a gg&gﬂous sunburst in the westeywr sky.

Oh but to get this”Collor onto a pieture!

After supper, a wedding, this ome an exceptionel one and
déne in style. We must have a picture of these cunning
little flower girls. Most Bahamian weddings have no
elaborations like this,--just the bare essentials and
often no fee for the officlant. "Faddeh, we's poah"

The evening is generally odcupied with instructing cate-
chumens, and-Fhen for some well-earned Test. All evening
a persistent "Fhump!. thumplthumpA¥ mingled with singing
and chantifi¢g (s been £ on the Paliy might air.>
Down a few bl?gi'éi"ri"ﬁm"t“f}"ia'“?" 16Ty a jolly group of natives
is enjoying a "fire dance" top Hhe ompaniment of a fww
homemade drumg,of goatski’ilwa-};g’ ‘ﬁ’ézg"?ng pail, se;%o'f consump
tive harmonices, a w&eezx ol& apog_x; on, perhaps even a
dilapidated bango 4 Thy 9’1‘8 clapping of hands
and old time cnanu’a_;!doleful &t times and rather weird.
Thump! thump! thump!’ Echoss of the Jungle, and so on into
the night. erfeot evening of fun for thése simple hearts
If it adds a little joy to their poor laves, we'll, try
not to mind disturbed sjumbers too much, Onesoon begomg_q,.t‘p
used to these things aftewr a few nights. The air GATT:

sound e and windows and doors

are ope year round, Besldes, Nassaw if a, city of /-t ¢
Y Ko Rile: the Hianes hideory. '

. dogs, v ambitiond seems to be
jﬁlw&,wﬁ?b{:m and: 'comi?& y.qug'fht olimexes ring the night in lusty
' f dogfights. at times approach the proportions of dog-

¢/ riots a#f” Pree for allsr :
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The Nassau of ‘Winter tourists is a Nassau of she rich and finely
equipped hotels, yachting, fishing and golfing, of auto rides along
gleaming white roads that lead to lovely beaches, clear blue waters and
seaside cabanas. The eyes of careless tourists sese little or none of the
poverty and misery of native negroes and poor whifes; and generally care
even less. To them it J%tenﬂappears, "so very queint doncherknow."
“C)M‘/,d?o the mlssionary priest or sister wewswuw is that of poor colored
people (and a goodly number of impoverished whites) who can indeed enjoy
the naturdl beauties that God has Rleen to their native land but who have

o A

no share in the luxurious life that wealth makes possible for those who -
. m,,.,,,,{ \W" i
‘'seek their islend as a refuge from winter's cold and storms] There is hrirtions
story of an artist who would never allow the\visitors to his studio toay?Z:
behing his paintings, lest the view of bare and often soiXd cenvaas might

detract from the impression made by the beauty of his work.

Nassau is a clty of marked and glaring contrasts. Crowhilng the brink
of a hill or flenking a "respectable" street may lie the rambling dwelling
of the native tycoon, liquor kinﬂ or winter tourist. Below the hill or
baokys LT e -
afross & backyard alley ase the ho¥els of the poordst of the poor
The nat;ves are offspring of a race of slaves, bwt today the—=tkot—os-manysaals

(4 1is worse than that of thelr slave forebears. Yearround yﬁggﬁloyment,
At otz

oppression and degeneracy, a:hopeless economic outloofﬁ squalor, discease
and ineadequate medicael care, und®nourishment and slow starvation,-- with
-these the missionary comes in daily contact. Nasseau 1s a erazy-quilt of
the old and the new; of glaring sin,vice and unmorality alongside of
charming 1lilles of herolc virtue thatf§ptiﬁg from the dunghills, In‘ahssa
religlon is much talked of but strangely practiced. The missiona.

would not be tempted to call the island an isle of golden dreams; much

of o/
rather an isle of broken hearts; this holds good fgﬁﬂgii—%ee many, rich

tourists wno comex down to racuperaté%wreokeﬂ nerves, and sorrowstricken hearts
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CHAPT. IX MISSION ACTIVITIES

Life begins at birth and the supernatural 1life with
Baptism. Here is a Sunday's harvest ef Bepbdsms; no
nat quintuplets~but quite a chorus of lusty voicewm.
Phrey—are Yery cug&%@“ﬁeaa rown Shiny\wriggling little
bundles of life. ten of course they show all too
evident si of malnutritionpfcongenit yphilis.
Welt, em&r%gough the heart aches whea—zgsthin}m of
their hard uz;}gr‘_griviledged lot )in years to oome, at
least “Bhey ar@¢hildren of God./ A missionaryskust be
up and doing to et parents to bring children for
baptism without undue delay. The common excuse 1s
"no faiment". ince they are a proud lot, they will
not bring thg baby unless they have at least something
to Tixv4 up for the occasion; often this must be
borrowed since many of the poor have little beylond a
few swaddling clothespand“frock®, Fr. Arnold ever
tpractical obmplete bamn in a neat little
grip to loaen out when prents e excuse of "nuttin
to weah"” The god mother is made responsible for the
laundering and return of the outfit. Not seldom the
missionary must sternly remind them that the outfit
was merely loammed; they seem always in HJopes that Fedd

) /:;& forget.

e i .
In each of the Mission schoils Wa class
of children to baptize when fhe ufficiently prepare

and dre~parenty or guardian¥ guarantee (as far as we- can
conjecture¢) to provide for the Catholic upbringing of the
childsen. There are always some of course who figure on
getting something out of the church for.hecoming Catholics
One must at times become quite stern. /Most of the parents
are non Catholic. Often "a little"é¢hild shall lead thenm"

and the baptism of a child in the household the begin-—
ning of more conversions in the family, -ﬂ-—tﬁeﬂ of the

entire family. er and ather members of the
family generallyﬁg%iggh tepﬁa% f at all. Those to
be baptized in Spring are carefully prepared,amd-observed

and checkedup for Mass and school_atjepdance, If require
ments are not met they are nother year.

The morning of Baptism. Look at this group of nursery
tots, who seem to be thowroughly enjoying the ceremonies.
Over here is a fine groupafrom the public school, the firs
in their famllies to become Catholic. Just fine bemps-
as they look; shortly after they all gecaﬁ‘é‘%%tar boys;
(%ne o?'them.t ereven tried to sneak insbefore W&p—

ined’ S

Shortly arfter Baptism comes First Holy Communion. Thé
resqurcg ful sisters always manege be—ﬁgaer during the
year: en o!ugh of old scrim curtains‘:’&‘m‘ai ng and the llke
to provide each girlie with white dress and veil. and
6tten the bofy too must be provided with entire outfits.

After the Mass comes a Communion breakfast, which is the

most elaborate meal {hat most of ,them shave ever se
.The result is t o Strikemost—BFthem speechless™for a

few minutes until thym% hat’? daintles are really fo

them.
0SB HOHMANN_00036



After the Breakfast come amiliar visit with "His
Lawdship"” and a rmembranc 6eny hif to each child
Lemembor—the—lrappy—day.

In almost all the Missions there is a chathechumenate.
Adults are instructed for a minimum of six months. If
=¢ttendance is ¥irregular, the perioc(may extend to even
two years. In the Nassau parishes for 1 ance the
catechumens meet for instruction twice three times

! weekly. -
A o /o . sflz,z
M’a&r—.loxg months i In—ebvendimp—instruc
1

P Zw in spite of“Work, family dutles and the like .
MMM&%‘* Actomes the long awaited.evening of public récepﬂ‘bﬂ»\

into Holy Mother Church, ln-precenes p—paekod—ehureh,
A sk & M many ol the audience being non-Catholie ) Iemnly thé
Baptizand¢ march into church preceded by processional =

crogs and acolytes end followed by their sponsors, end
bishop priests.,\ The neophytes‘m unlighted candles
i r hands and -eexxy ovewr the other arp a #ide

long white sash. The bishop ls seated” on the epistle

glde, the baptlzandl kneel at t A
each his hand on a Bible. ofession o th_ig~etd)
reedbed Slowly and with much earnestiness.Y Then beglns

the ceremony of Baptism. Generglly two priests baptize

while a—thirdé~ at the same tine remgﬁghe prayers in

English to the audiense, and if a few minutes here and

there allow, explains r—]:hﬁo—ad‘kthe ceremony teking

place. Solemn momentg are these”which the entire congre-

gation s%%%(s 0 , especially at the abjuwmhtions,

=mé wnen the wliite sash I put over the left shoulder eof

_geh and eaek is giben his or her candle lighted. Thes
ey then go back to their pews and hold thely lighted

8 a stirring closing talk,

candles while theg P AL
5 hapti 2t Ednerdthy it mothionless deeply

Wh C a¥c e3P0
ﬁgti red by all that has talk g ace.  More nce ov s
W ears of Joy are secretl ceé colose ok
with Benediction. and then the newly Yaptiwed narch {7{#

slowly preceding the clergy, their—eé out into the still
—Highted Tamiles R TTE entlp%ﬂi?
sangeliec lookin

+ I’;‘a 6 . AN --"' %, whether " e
features of a ym}&g W’ §1§?{%ge ?‘l worn face
of a poox, mqther,”or th wrinkle o{e eadsand
cheeks of "@pveteran oy 72 summers. Dear children of God,

safe in the arms of Hply Mother Church at last,
Acataiirl

The following Sundey, the fir?% Hply Communion. The

newly baptized occupy,the ce of honor

bgen during the Mas‘gxﬁei‘ore the Statue of the Blessed @i/
Virgin., and they weear their white sashes. duwring=the—-Macs,

Here is a fine clasa)%%g_es from 11 years to 72, Behind
most every comversion an interest% story. —0f—eaeh—of

{1t graca .

£l
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ST ,,é.;?.ii J‘-“ff’
The good Sisters heve workedhasd.at congregational and 5
liturgical singing; end hewe we a shola? Yes’ here are

e a—Few-of them RHW the atmosphere of Easter

moxrn.

On great’ fewstdays, such as 9‘13?1.:3&- the King, and Corpus
Christi, t.here is Mass on anjaltar erestoi—oufdears. All

Nassau payishes join in a common seérvice this day uftil
the arow ells to 1500 or more.end When all join in »

the Missa de Angelis, voic at a few years ago were
practically ell téstan’f’;'-—afv%f it#As a meditetion in
itself.

Some of the altarboys.st—whem Tourists are always edified
Mﬁﬁ““ and often innocently amused. Yes, they acquite, themselves
well indeed!

These l:m.u"%s @g gver foget that d@ once werr choses

to be pages to "de Cahdnal"
An wﬂqwf

pe—preach™tho long & sermon!

"non e warm Sunday night s=-

But look! There must be a rousing third pd}int or conclus

ion. omet
The annual May Proceqslon 1n each parish is asé?r]‘.bs;gg,{air.
Everyone ayp, ears in Sunday best, as meny firl n weeathes

and veils as—peoesible. "Gal, we's gonna mahch" and beside

oAefbmmt to the music real band, good Protestant hornblowers
I at first, bu-%'lf'r’ T hentin through rodigioss labor and

patience .bm Catholic band”/ioT thelse ocdsions.

The t %pg ceremony of crowning the Medonna. A rere
honor of the little girl who is chosem to carry and

place the crown.

Here 1s the honored one of another year with “&he pages.

In spite of dewpression and herd years, bullding of much
needed churches and schools has been(gteadlly jprogressing
Here is the[ong awaited church at St. Joseph's.
the laying of ¢ corner stone and efter that singlng of
Vespers M newly blessed walls.
iy ) e LA af Oenonin, ek
outs in u ya-« %%%—pe&m plegrin
'fife and drum. amd for the last year (19
even“y a real honest to goodness band! “Well, .
da s sumpin sho enough"

His Emminence Cardinal Hayes blessing and addressing the
6@:~le organized troop of Catholic scouts. (/9:*{-

The fiitand drum cpused quite a stir,

Here are som 1 imitators (cal)l them asPirants or
rookies§ Don't too critical the instruments. No
doubt meny a mother has been missihg an old pan or other
utensil that has. to do service now as a drum. The noise
ls deafening, the marching guite fair, and the rhythm

well nigh perfe_ct.
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Andpﬁtie? The nursery is not to be outdone and have or
ganized a fife)and drum corps of their own. “Bahemian
Infantry ght perhepe style this. Thelp remarkable
imitation and rhythm of these mere @abifs is this kind

~of=pdey.ls well-nigh astounding.

And ﬁar the last few years, CoZpu isti processions
gh the streets! They’do entor Anto. tha spirit of

such & solemn public profess ea of faith. Myther
Church has the wisdom of the ages . « The
first Corpus Christi procession of this kind was under
taken with much misgiving. Would there not be irreverence
along the road? What if it uld rain when these_ prople
\ggt their tAin clothes efraid of raip% di did

imence to rain the moment the canppy weas—e@hls

and by the time the procession had e hie or
yard g@messm,, every one was soaked, It -ordef’?%
the ranks and a seriousness that wa uly edifying.
Almost to a man the non*Catholf?E“%%%g’lined the strect

" on both sides became g*lent and took off hats or capk

as the canopy W */ Mother Church uses the wisdon og
the ages to profess and stir up our Faith.

After years and decades came the most memorable accasion
in the history of the Bhamas Missions when fthe first
BishopsPrefect Apostolic of the Bahamés was solemly
installed at an imposing ocutdoor Pontificel Highmess

in the presence of two cardinals sl a number of monsig
nors and visiting priests from the North.

After yearg of fond ho historic epochel Bvent
inzgdg% gﬁ‘sﬁ raa‘ised?ﬂgéﬁggjpgglommunity of native
sisters. Here i8 a troup of such on the nelghboring
island cf Jamaica that have been doing splendid work

in ald of the Missions. In the Bahemas there are ap-
present about 18 to 20 fine colored girls that have fgrv~
4 to 8 years manifgsted their desires for the religious
life and have persevered in the face of severest handi-
caps. Flease God their wish may be soon realized,

Ci oy

» ame ey 8,18

1 {/ [/

[/ { ) r,e,‘ ¢/ prmrak.
A natige priest of Jamddca who mede—ide studied and was
ordained in Rome. The harvest 1s black fo%" the reaping.

SELy
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CHRI TMAS IN SUMMER!

charm all jits own iad‘a Cﬁistmas in the Bahamas. In
ach parishZ# possible there ie Midnight Mass and there.
after a procession to the Manger outside on the grounds.
is not eaij to geseribe ones feelings at such a time,
procession™hade of all clggses £xo rest -
blacks to the wealthy ouv: e“ﬁe‘gv-y @oﬁ‘ﬁ

scent of night jasSmine and pine,

e @il

PPU F 4 et " hy!
f/’/ hymns eges—odd sung by vested wriuters and pegple

T bgagtea Lt
= . jThe istmas season has fer—deeeadses bde dezecrated in
Nassau by thgﬁgan "Johnny Canose" masquerade deunleenrsss

: }))). and—reveliy More and ;Horg ach yearmidnight Mass
s He? ¢ and ChristiaHd celebratiofs aneé t-hei-r—pﬂ:ece.fw—ﬁ
( '\ -~ g;‘f / QCM
M"W WA hristmes playl Yes, they are born actors these black

5}\;‘0&4% // Mf;ittle tikesedw8”them stagefright "Just 'taint"
?yu 4#'/% &"“ Christmas afturnoet@ is a most strenuous onse for Bishop

. V{A J"‘ i priests and gigters but gpite the contrary to the mi@jﬁg
o, . /;V throngs ofjchildren whe Beceive gifts and prizes. 117
m/ﬁ} "His Lawdship” W the rounds of every school, theW
z I hospitalg prison, boys reformatory, lepYer colony. Vexy
W'Xv%}{ H46Te Fast on Christmas day! : P

- QY s nd d"""""'y e “..‘.54;
P "~ In the Nursery theﬁmust&h&pmir om.shﬁehmsi-pm”
W [ which pries® and sisters attend with much fun and merri-

ment. The infants are all spruced up for the occasion.

For a year,qr more,thrifty sisters ggx%gbeen gathering
this toy, that article of clothuingg‘ nd wheedling other
Christmas daintiew out of Northern friends for their
little baeackberries.

approach ofZér strange ookifg fellow who looks like
St. Nick! P4E, 0% growing fear and sudden outbursts
of kysteria as-#oodhafured Santa tries to pick up one
or the other little'tes.on .

After a few moments however/hé€'deins their entire con-
fidence.=md ég.riosity and luscious looking cakes and
candy soon overcome fear, As any English visijor would
say: "Jolly pahty; ¥eés. every bit aa good as a show,

Quite,bah Jove!l" —
4 ')fb“ el ;—:'7» mﬂqu““’M """706
Hre

What tenseﬁeechless looks of doubt and wonder et the
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/ Chapt X OFF TO THE EASTERN ISLANDS!

o '
! / Now for a few weeks of real ad¥enture jmlid romantic
i settings that stir #ke imegination and maeke the blood
, tingle., Off &nto the deep Atlanticy 1o Cat Island,z ey
ian Salvador the historic landfall of Colupjbus and—the
ﬁa islands famed fn adventurous lore and tales
of blooday buccanneering. We engage passage on the
"pAliseda” & two masted wooden sSchooner with auxiliaery
motoe of 120 f+t. length and about 30 foot beam and
sporting ai;jih, staysail, for¢and main sail. Sturdky aef
Seaworthy it has often proven itself; sturdy it looked
and so I thought; yet ﬁ%ﬁe‘"ﬁ'ﬁe of the last trips emefewl;
’ 'ba-jr a few weeks later the englne house caught fire and
do- ‘J“C&;'QW he whole vessel blew up. The comforting bit of news
then leaked out thet the hottom wes so scraped thin
and rotted that in various pl.’qvg?&;a___%orewdriver could
be driven through. Ignorancée is bllss.

r( . WSel is supposed to leave at two p.m today but they
Yy e long ways from completing the loading of a carload
of lumber for Inegua. What? #£ile more mumber onbthis
thing? Yes and then more until the deckg are piled way
-above railiyps,and gabinsa awmd The craft looks more like
pictures orq%@gra 5 indk—Peeifie that 1 have seen.
"Yassah Faddah, all goan 'longWe reckons to sail 'bout
2i¥% o'clock. At six o'clock it was to sall at eight and
AL rinallywb‘dam te next morning. o tpnoleriog A Sneh,
Por .

»o q
off with sunriseé' ;‘%be?tirul cool breezy morni%\ and we
are offrinto en color fpom the-rising sun) to
the tuné of thousands of cicades singimg in the bushes
et lin%’the harbor.

The famous " Joweph Conrad"™ is in harbor and we pass them
ag they ere setédmg sail to depart, The old time rigging
knmnaailors clambering through it,makes a striking pieturl-
aillouhettek against the sunrise.

Our captein shouts his orders to pepare raising sail. Hereg
he is; the one and only Cap'n Bainfall and powerfully
built whose life is the sea and whose mind runs sonfwhat

to the studg&xs. A perfect sailor and a trustwor#y captala
. - Lo R who is gAse with an ssengers hg r.carry ,be they
}'\‘3“";5' ’ /% 4~ frof walk of lite.% may have a-§am?1y inmore then

: ' 3

mw;‘w one port of call but then that is consldered something
/ rw’ quite natural in this part of the world, and an honor to
the swburdhy offspring. oo 7o M"‘ae e N

Meet the first mate, a brother of the cgptain, a good

"Cawthlick"” %pd thoroughly fine fellow. /Another brother

of these twof member of the crew lost his life wiremr~¥he
in trying to save the life of a boy. All

-Ship-burpd
three played ;oﬁ. partg An_ge Wssengers and
»__ered to saret?f ough tf% sk r?t‘ black, there mes
i tm-a noble heart underneath.

- a mR
The mess boy;’;g’;nerallmf,' lookad quite jmewsedsup.
Up go the salls with much flapping an¢ cracking of canvas
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Ayl Ak
and creeking of spars &nd—bg&&e?e. Thenﬂreatqfor the

crew and a hong awaited“brekefus!’ on the fore deck.

What a c&rgo! RE;gﬁ?h;Jve I wonder how this conglom
eretion ehave in ' a_high sea; Father—Arnold—hew
. But

t
then—thetle—not-ous-elemedty these fellows should know:

their business. _

Not much room for deck chaits., Some second pglass

deck paessengers. NOt exactly a luxury hls, and
a far cry from the floating hotels that plow across the
oceans. The holé 1s stuffy, fllthy and crowdgd so
these nativew prefer the hard perch on deck. can
sleep on a perch ;thgt would ¢ripple one of us in short

time. We leav e outlying cays of Nassau behiad respl._
spendenit with silva;%igngngﬁ;/ Lreasure Island looks
st¥1”more entrancing ¥hrough tie poweful binoculars:

#A%e get into a bit of twe ocean swekl heme and troubdble
commg@ggz T: g 1s The first
to gé %giﬁki i%a%g;g plcture of misery as his litfle
nistress seeks to eviate his trouble. e _lEtbibe- . He
was soon over it however, eanédfthen when t, werl,
he was frisking and romping about the lumher piles

wondering why no one would play with him, esmd<)f a dog
can lau@haﬁihﬁ&ink this one certainly did.

Toward noon we pass ship channel cay. Fnﬁaiggziness and
seclusion how would you like to be & lighthouse keeper
on a bare rock in the oceln such as this?

A beautiful day draws to a close as we approach the
Tirst stop on Cat Island and the setting sun throus
into soft relie the whoreline of Arthurstown.

=
Soon I try to go esleep on the deep . bug,] yonk below
is pweR just that in more ways than one, hot and stuffy
witﬁkventilationd%gut off byfpiles of lumber outside.
The hot gm@ll of el motor just below my bunk is un
bearable as also tﬁgagt%§hffon.J We'll Just have to go
native and pull out blanket and pillow onto a lumber pile
outside right under the swinging boom with the sk¥y for
a roof. This is fasci %ng to gaze up at o |
beautiful tropic skieggi% myriads of spé?%$%%§~§?3¥s-and
watch the talls sway about hither and yon like
long ers pointing out this or that star of special
interest. Asleep on the ep to the sound of flapping
canvass, craking ropes a booms fanned by almy ceei

night breez. the taste® of salt on one's lips. One's
est is b&é%@ﬁggg the periodic clanging of the ship's bel

“that always thrilled)me—is—peme—wey) or an unusually
heavy lurch of the vessel, or sudéen squallrof rain that
gewmto course across our path every few hours but do
cool the air very wedl

Morning egain. More ¥simple’island settlements

on distant shoxlines’and dangerous passages through
shoalq and reefs. We have full confidence in our
captddn and crew. Thése Bhhamlan sailors seem to have an

uncanny sense of direction and sight’ at night and actuall
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seem to feel the ah}g '.3%92& through thedark. Atp"d'éﬁm
we make the last cally N0 eastern end of Cat Island,

—Pors_Howes TFrom there we plunge immediately into deep
ocean over 6000 feet deep% Iong&sweﬁls of the

deep Atlantic .S%MWL San Salvador §
is 43 miles East{ e a_hesdwind and aye making e »-ere
three miles en hour! e éa%m@ mos wﬁefcﬁeﬂ sea
sickness. Oh my liver, my li*?ar,%{rif there is any left
of 1t) Several steamers passfGn the horizon: oh fox/&
few hours in one of its roomy commodious airy cabins!
After nine long interminable hours we sight San Salvador
but that means we are still five hours from landiss!

This ceases to be funny,or even adventure!

C\}d 4ll thingsjhave an ende-f Columbus could not have wicomed
this hallowgg spot more. joyously than our wretched
& V,;:-»‘}p/pasaengers. Td;aoyﬁhag two months of this meery bouncing
Jrgt and a wiele-1ot of other things besides o diStubhe
their peace of mind. Bwt San Salvador 1t is and t! (e
e place where his anchors dropped into the clear
oily 1 ing waters of the harbor. Those same honepombed
rocks say the three itrange looking caravels of the
g eat mariner out here where now our anchor ts
rattling noisily into its depths. It was here that the
valiant advadturers tread up those soft silky sands, plant
ing the Crogs on the strand and amid songs and jgfs pray-
ers of than&sglving christened the place forever by th
exalted neame, .San Salvador, ~Holy Redeemer. This :

lonely isle, SO Simple and unimposing e hermi
in the deep” Atlantle has been the threshold to a new
world.

God bless Fr. Chrysostom who built thiw fine sturdy
comfortable Mission, a combination of Church, rectory
and workshop in one. 12#. sight of thiese beauvtiful
quarters and,the sptrauge charm and fascination of Z?Z

placé, {SedsicknesiP¥o atoneesorgetten. , 45 we walk .

up from the sgashore thers
%G—W of old Father Chrysostom Bhrough
whorm the ers'from St. John's ocame to the Bahamasg.
ﬂj"‘ﬁém—he gpent the last days of his life; here he died
gnd lles buried.
Qoo S atzand ‘

,{A few hundared yaz!é to the South a rude cemetery cross
looks out to sea, weathered and bleacw
suns and wind and marks the spot wher offere
up the- first Holy Mass oJ the island in modern times,.

,o-&-d7¢ 4oe~ 8 after the landing of Columbus.
—adrawo—toward eveyinglend Natives lazily wa%t %r
favorable tisdpg and time to catch a few fish®F
nexy dxy's vender. We take a short trip around the =

island and Missipn stgtions in the noisy consumptive
nmission truck, 7#6né and only motor carin t%s part

s P it Eoinn ity

of the Atlentic/ We sway and bump precarious rough
groves of statdpy palms along miles of incomparable

beaches, and, over ro%% rather for horses and
nkey carts than eh Tuck | e take along plenty

of humen ballast to lessen the shocks and ?1*13 ald in
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oase of engine failure. ffhrough primltive,gettlements,
ot Rat® with thatched Poofs built into, or on}top ofﬁgins, of—dweil
ikEpe of former generations. In all these inoward
islands the t ruined walls of .e&ededs homes of eexids
reptne gle brokenly end speak of once prosperous »end
’ aréd manor houses in the days of #dwe planters and slave

owners., — .
B ” i aoﬂ ""4‘ 4 alg,&ﬂ,"’ M‘ Wmdw
; we pay a Wﬁ her Chrysostomis

grave mound averlooking the a;rAa.spo hiel I be

liege Columbus mentions in his diary" (Hasbeux Es¢ate
We look about, phe %Q%Mf a former generations.,
the manor house}ca tle nompiﬁnds built of stone,’gemi:an

woa==8, an o0ld slagve mill 1 09t, and even

the re of ace track. U"Enog" e kiralomb\

perched on"aphilltop in the Atlantic. ' :
[he—Inpeypipi—ibiahtiouned pafir—fount(Which’ Golumbus® "—4

first goi, 7. F ; LS t—atceOTf T

adguid; to the ¢ stream of steamers

thatfftravel along the horizon between the U.S. and=gifirope
and the West Indj gntral, and South America., A fit
msmorié‘f Fo 8, * ITom the top of tre lighthouse
we get s spkendid view of the interior lekes and lagoons
. which Columbus describes. As one missionary put it,
Y San Salvador is little more then several bodies of
water out in the Atlantic surrounded by land.”

Father Apnold must whow us one of hils Tpepnt finds.
Hidden in the bushes aside of the road,; dn old%a?oa
hollowed out of a tree trunk, iagee
quite W

reservaﬂ% ﬂow 01ld? Who 5an
tell. Col%%% nag%v eanoes and
marvels at ¢Tulsedy about’ vetwegkn the islends

W tiny craft.
We must halt,l t answer to pleasant greetings

shoutef from'membes" whose farm oottages line the road

190 BT, g s b

San Salyadoxr-What a place for a vacation thaﬁ%“dif
ferent™ \ Away hundreds of miles from all sound of

. hrolleys, moppr, cary or locomotivek. Not—even—the .
atherrii‘s\(’W@% %e 8 fﬁgii@lgggor bt oo ’9
2 milgg/of d§hed, mem ies 01 blocdy buGEnNers, —fhere is
a“fiysteTy about it that lingers in the memory forever.
' D&m where the rim of the izon catches the stars
of the Southern Cross, Yy , honeycombed with
caves , anclent dark mysterious elics of ancient

races fong since vanished and who knows what neger to be
};ou.;n_g rexdcs of pirate adven‘j’ure mystery  and murder.
o e / /
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Long Island; Km% ﬁ-—;v ,Mﬂ&(‘,
We—nmust—bae /%L_ o
step—at—Rom-Gey. :ne\‘replete with nemes that

scenes of buccaneering

end sea ddmenturej;—The Bight, Rum Cay, Bird Rock, Acklin
Inagua, San Salvador, Watylings, Conception Island, etc.

f)r"" The myspemyapé sl 2 LNERS the sea.mfresh
Qf isk Easianis b past [1llerg (the spils,
his wa of phe m(xst enjoyable day I ha i
years.‘a;ﬁn §pite of the many cares n&:ﬁﬁﬁ %&hﬂw"‘ﬁf
‘f" the San Salvador and Long ISlend Missions, Eaiher
: &e is takiNg

iepedd also seemed to“efjoy. the day.
- a hand at the helm, or at l% >

= The day passed very quickly. To ..L. s %F =5h 86
pil@_ﬁ@f -lumber on a uvpitching boat w exactly

w—»—fr’-‘w but epture. ,Byplate morning
Rum Cay/ hite waters%mém:ear
Rum Cay San salvador feven more s® is one of the for-

, /;ﬁgtten CoTrners owa 0g,.. Fg e-a- : 5 ‘72&*-’
di Sislind” 7p° T T Eragrestedwiid] pode. 51 T f' z
‘ o——-«ﬁvm;w

_ﬁu ¥
In ghe ddd e he afternoon we arnwg at Clamsrence
to e bor 1s calm and Teel gquite

confident about launching the new mission car onto Ly,
,,4/( she. penteen bullt of eppty gasoline drums, ithout

any event, 1t wa ﬁﬁ%%a. nicely opto th% n;z ;

towed to shore, run onto the beach i ent.

.On the dock the"ﬁ%‘characters are ougﬁto see”"f.hm """""57

A% gtrange looking contraption that is arriving today;
. & i voetferounsdy.
“The jtown nitwhit is g’-i&f-ﬁ@as comments

Our baggage is wi—l—m:'asped by willing hands and
hustled to the combination Church, school and rectory.

i A placé Jjust acqujred and whieh Fr. *Arnold” Fe rebuilding J/
., , in spare time. 'hui; t wag.a eest haven, andoln spite ?(’
ATxif “nidsummer, 1 found the*i3land delightfully cool. |

et

Qur supper arrives| natlvg‘ ca, ned 0l cooked b){a
Mo neighbor woman and, gerved by ng/ Hazel just as quiet ;

and efficiently as could hewfaeem to et
uite a«pi@%a in seeing the Fadda s,ea

The next mpgning Fr. A-nold wenbs—te makesa few adjust-

ments on the car before we go out 1nto the country -He

”*}{'ﬂhﬁ ‘Befemdﬁoﬂh}eng an old buck] oo W

‘LFaddah dem teeths ’g_one humbu megww
/ ﬁ’ﬁ, "All right" says Father Arnold

B ko b6 her hel-forceps. Without much

ado, one, two tusks G a dtttle mo¥t wash and back to

car repairing, tt e Iyry shyly oer

comes 312&1’ also with achlng tooth. , 8it :

st1ll now; Father gets hgig é;ugh 80 heartily she 1s

unaware of the tooth . And so it goes.
. There is hardly a thing in the way of light occupations -

M these islenders &o not expect a Missionery to know,
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At length we are ready to tour the :
islandover roads o\ solid rock, flanked by miles of
walls and stone fences,from /25 days.

Ee.m—é.—sﬂ"sisal plantation wil§R which the natives earn
a feg» Eeagre shillings vé? backbreaking disciuraging

work

P
An eighteen foot canal cut out of the)rock by slaves.
nals such as these leave the ocean intg, the salinas ,a&

r sal oRfF, WART, ocean water is évaporated
MC&&&# "M{‘%yigdﬁg%&is 1alaaly also died out.

The bishop ,on thong Island Confirmation and inspec~
tion tour v&® joyfully received everywhere, and—inspected
vapd-ous~sites WheTre chupes-are—to-ibe~uiltin-bhe~future.

For The—fresent I'r, Arnol_g's chapel car Mo goed-
service At night it s a comfortable mosguito

i o et by LERE place to sleep in peace end<Ehé next mornifig Mass
anmnXa) dhizre il ,R.f,wﬁa may be E%i% "ﬁ%@zhe specially adapted back . The chapel
,P..m e N car isx alde . Christopyer being blessed and put into

L

service on the feast of that Saint, .
, ﬁkf [V SV At ,/‘Jﬁ ,.-;.,.,,It

,,fwwu Ay
Long I n%g»emmwh xcharacte <f,:ﬁ'é people, dargely
/V,M ingred k alike, all!relatqg_[‘i"ﬁ““‘”s&mé"w&?} AMLXing
between yellow ¥white and er negro 1s constantly
taking place. They are a more industrzﬁus class than
on Andros M Bfuma K ork very hard.

and “fheir lot is a hard one,and thepf yre dark indeed.
! L0 dpr

J—"-"“"l’r ; "c:.:' Qw%;\-ﬂ-—' re g,
W’ 3 here; 3"aﬁﬁers’“‘%’omvf%¢ﬁgéﬁe from &

mornimgs work;jimeagiherds of sheep. As we travel sough

. . ward e dfter gete to opbn and e g% .
Wit Lansir mqwﬂ”‘?%—ﬁsw e nd’%lgt ine which

Columbus ekirted when fie discovered this island and
called it Fernandina"

-#.,_u-fhw‘u! JFrat AL ™ ?gdm../

Forhaps le £irst Citholic Churgh in the Bahamas/fordded
PUTROINEY N by a Spanish Miss oflary fypom fubs BeRy—yeers—as0 bub-
A 7 fgr several géneratiohaii’%"bh%"ﬁgnds of the Angliceans.

L W l_ Destroyed y hurrifan® and tidal’wave |,
bt s b g g TS toTy tirat—geems—1-4ko—a—puni-sBmon b
e ek Tk oGO8 : '
Famtl Ne st Mg ot o Ao 75 Lt g Cocptbyuse
: ..»’r'ml't A P The-béekbome—of L ng island 1s—a—»idge in which there,
AFyar Tt L . are no doubt hundfeds of seq\?p_pcavern number of Lnii
é’}ﬂﬂ‘ ...t“ﬂ.‘ ’ ff which open out ontg the road™inviti®g Jthe passerbdby to
e F explore its dark rgéesses.”
:,- d ﬂp hill through low swamp lands that remind one a bit
P L of Florida Everglades. Ana so on eo the next mission
o where a church is soon to be built and these fine
/(/" fellows sand in readiness with mzchete in hand to clear
/\ll the plot es soon as Fr. Arnold has staked it out,

Services at the opening of a hillside cavern. O_e can
dan some idea here of the shades of color and.mix%ures
herea. On these islands are found also rare strains

of .what seems like a meagre remnant of the aboriginal
Carib stock.
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Fr. Apnold and myself spent several days esploring some
of the larger cavers of which there is a Special chapter
later. My stay on L ng Island was also all to short

and I had to get back to Nassau. The morning of sailing
looked threatening; a numricane wgs reported down some
where off TurksIsland. The captien thinks there is no

danger and if I do not take this boat I shall be

marooned here for three weeks, The wawell is

heaving ominously over the bar into the harbor and

shen we get out , oh my I feel sick already, a long roll

ling swell and a stiff wind from the southeast but

it certainly makes this thing go, so mueh so that I
wonder if those spars and booms will hole, At evening

we round the trescherous waters aound the sputh end of

Rum Cay where there is wind, tide and current ang reefs
to worry the mariner. Fr. Denis can tell you of times
when even Capt. Bain turned green behind the gills

when things looked bad ang the ocean very mueh like
this, To me an ordinary windy bassage was enough to

make things exciting. Amid intermittent rain squalls
the reefs and breakers over toward shore looked

very much 1ikd angry melicious monsters showing theri
teeth to devour us. The deck is crowded with sheep

and cattle going to Nassau, also poultry and crates

of shistling doves. I do feel nervous and a little
funny in the stomache. I close my eyes[try to relax

and with the baaing of sheep, the mooing of hungry

cown and the peaceful cackling ana g of chickens

and whistling doves I try to imagine myself back on a

peaceful Minnesota farm but the wild pitching of the
vessel would dispel all those illusions. Upder my

and eass my head a little. Barely asleep when cerack,
crash! Shouts ane quick commands. I go on deck in

8 hurry; just wh t I had wondered at. The boom of the
foresail has snapped but luckily no one in the way to

get hurt and the mate's quick efficient wit saved any

serious trouble,.

Sén Salvador again at midnight and I €0 on shore for
a few hours to take a warm Soup and shower. To witi
on shore at two in the morning, lighted by native's
torches, &nd wateh the play of phosphorescende along
shore and in the water; well it is a picture I shall
not soon forget.

Sunday morning at Columbus point again, near P rt Howe
Cat Island. There Seems to be evidenc that Cofumbus

describes this boint of lang.

And so a Sunday on the deep; but I have some interesting
fellow bassengers; among them the lovely fauliy of a
outisland radio operator., We spent many a joyful

moment together. Here they are Playing peakaboo

Here we are enjoying ourselves with cocoanuts, and sugar

cane purchases from a native at the Bight. These

are kiddies of a better i :
ond s 4aso8,of A ks er class family, well noursisheqd
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Chapter VII Off to the Andros Missions.

More adventure!
of Andros.

Off to the mysterious primitive island
This is the largest island of the Bahamas

group the northern end of which lies about 40 miles

west of Nassau.

the East shore about 100 miles long

It is rather an archipelago
is settled.

and only
On

the west are the sponge beds or "The Mud" as it is called.

We must layﬁn a complete store oﬁ‘supplies, food, good

water, medicinces Kerosene and a host. of other things
for this is going to ,b "roughingﬂt?]%hphasis on the
rough fogﬂ%t iﬂ—geiﬁéigg be rough going over rocky
shallows, still roughter walking over hon?combed rocﬁ}
roads.

Dawn brings with-it a favorable wind and an outgoing tide.
slready at early morn the waterfront shows signa of 1iﬁb

Ridigy gently at anohor@ﬁh“ Gabriel's tiny gut stuﬁ;
"Star of the Sea" which“esk speak of many a perilous
passage and adventure. It 4§“bnly“twnqty foot keel
with no motive po but sail. A gasoline motor makes -
£00 ir. Gagriel. Jdt is = e

'“IﬂJ /{xr7

nuch dolse

o3 f;?‘-';n-' e -
into harbor. What?

-paSin ey A

amd #f the "Prince David" gust pulling

Go onto the high seas with this

Fr. Gabrisel has done

little thing? Wel,

for over

thirty years and has great falth in the help of the

poor souls.
Fr. Daniel.

either the "Shamrock" mailboat g1
Conditions on one of thes éﬁgﬁﬂg

least, cramped and dirty.

Out @nto the deep at sun®ise with a % g

things off nicely.

A morning like %

indeed like a dream city.

Well, we shall leave the "Star" to him and
For our first trip we take a larger vessel
sponge vessel.

are primitive to say the

T cool

his,miakées Nassau look

One of our black sons of the sea trims his gib, = Wi all
salls set and filled by a neat breeze fromthe East we

bounce out over t
the sea changes colonf

surging bar.

etty shiny-metaldde-

fish from one, wave to the other.
.(Pn xile. 02

As the sun rises higher

looking flying
o flrno s Lo

These black fellows do have an instinct for sailing maki

use of every puff of wind.

They

take turns at the little

helm and Hermgnyhere is so proficient that he can steer
with his toes“as he enjoys his midday meal of inevitable

pigean peas and rice.

By mid afternoon we s;gggh%ggbws, with its gor .%éipﬁﬁE*
coast line, skirted by shallows and reefs. ew -

channels fﬁat t

the skill of the best natiye pildts

They seem to know every inch oE:?hase forbldding waters.
whadl ;he hanging on a cruel

One miaoalculg@ion.an we
reef that he bottom of our vessel, a few

miles out from shore with perpaps urg, en out
going tide and a shark or tw . lks down
in these parts do seem to h@ve expecially wakeful guardian

angels.
The plckaninnies ur first stop)have already sighted
our boat¢q%g*makebooéjectures as to its passenger list.

OSB HOHMANN_00048



. _2-
kS "Faddah comin' Faddah comin'" ,and off they run to
Y., — Commaniente—the—news tocmgg:ohigt .

% " apounzed from a siesta. oA g B

L -
Pra%%¥~§ae¢axious7%&nding at some of these settloninid’ .
Our schooner can only come within a mile or so from shore.
Here we are put into a orowded dinghy which tekes us in
another half mile. If the tide is low we must again dis—
embark, this time with bare feet and rolled up trousers,
Husky blacks carry our precious bersons on their backs
and younger ones come after with our baggage, Talk
about rough riding! But to our tender feet these sharp
Hneycombed rocks would be unbearable. Thank God there
18 not another mile of this!

L™ 01d Sabaleta ¢ whdoomsus in profuse terms and whe forgets
¥ |+ to ducl her trusty old dudeen, she is ®o glad to see
R LI S YN ] " Faddah/
0):‘:"‘“. ‘"A’b 4 C A
2t 1" _«¢'So thig is the "Rectory! Well we'll have %o "go native" |,
.+ hers; t our t %g,tli-mit!@ed. The pgr oners areﬁ»—-«‘é
g Mm—w% sisns heard.7th vening devotions
Ga® et Vi, ¢ and instructions m light a ﬁarosene lantern,
i 7 o g, The whining of mosquitoes and vigorous s appings of the
O 5 a7 listeners to drive them away make things interestingrii&eﬁ..

““r e LA

oA L IS Parislf(, church and wonfirmation clasg,a ngrove Cay
0 et e WY Apdros. A family lives in one end?&f?}ﬁg the day the
A ,]»»' " . altar cloths must be @fully tucked“dnd sfasteded out
Fa®” Sefoin 8 "' of reach of goats whd“&troll in and wm"gew them to

o f-"j"-i':‘.-‘-";wﬁybits in a hurry,

P O o
g o b W When and what do we eat? Hezekiah has "knucked down"
B & 28 AP0 a few @oooanuts and is now’bahkin® them with a murderous

¢ CwpE o looking mgchete (the native cutlass), The milk is said to
. be healtgégand the duite tasty.

Aéat"‘i‘%g' ead has been beked|in apcient ovens edPiter—ir
. The ttke or no yeast for% 80
K weoh 11l just draw the line at this oconcoction o 1808y

dough which seens to be a cros%‘t_:etwae%{lallpaper clganer,
tef to natige

concrete, ayd North Dakota jumbo, eﬁﬁ?
stomauhs})"“l} t w%ffw@n ncurable sandblister 4m—wwes

L "Guana faddah? Nice fresh $uana? Jes' ketch dis mawnin'
Meet Mrs. Iguana vicious looking, timld and quick but reall)/
a very tasty dish.

“)Fresh crab to barter for a few pennies. Well tomorrow is ,
iday. A1l right Bt see to it that we get them very fress
d

e !"-«‘*"""’:é;-l herwise the effedt may be that of ptomain. We'll take
gk ' some[fish in the morning.

= _4’ "L
g :Eﬁi of _car e
; hﬁ[ In the dark of the evening some natives go out to have
o i ﬂ‘p some fun at "fish chuppin'" With pineknot torches and
&M:’L . _3-“",|£ machetes they go out into the shallows and "knuck" the
B lo ’J:. }%insh over the head when lured cadse by the light.

g =
.p‘é‘jd %"‘3{2«”1 WMass the next morning and Holy Communion amid (Foimitive

surroundings. Wmiiy readilto g0 out for another day's
a

fishing. Fr. riel and Ca ahanwgut with dawn to

0SB HOHMANN_00049



sall for the next Mission.

! ut near the rere dpnge vessel passes us. emm
. he surg pounds™a ubmergedﬂr.eefs mame—i—ng?g The
: " gngry sea is shuwing its teeth. ibFRig in tHeé hot sun
) etbsmg sunpurnt frop above , and m, wat elow
gzmoﬁeni},ﬂ“ afess pathence tryihgita g%’r‘% it oS
8 nOt—£avoralyle and ehapéfie-Whole morning of e

Lo, * otk winds e not—=Ls . 8
po Eod part of the déy»speht in gegﬂ;ﬁing a"'f'é'ﬁ'.milgs.
Ot e S -

T e o

] s R y
Another settlement. Two natlve bogy EiVE the,o .
over &pd then duo behindisome rocls ‘ﬁ’zx‘%g%’ﬁ%\i’iogag e=
' ; ofﬁm the first settlement;.baptizing e
. ;ﬁmyﬂ preaching nstruciﬂons visiting the sick,ZepdIess yﬁg, )
L1, A4 bekmg. vothered with T equpsts for,tnis anqlrxb and what
]Zy"‘fj.’;,!ﬂ"” o not ;—tobacker, médilchd, d”’Tew Pénce or a w§hiallen”
Peu f"'i:}f 39“ Oh ggod Lord; did you say: "In patientia vestra?®
ﬁra—-ﬁﬂ,,pf"‘i After visiting/mission -#l;aé‘mission, let's go for a
M“ Tew day's change,—over th the sponging grounds[on the
o other side of the is%k We enter one of the~bights
of” channels that to the West side pessing
through miles and mlles of tangled mangrove swamp.

/[A bab¢l of noise and confusion. Flamingoes! ne of the

few places where they mey still be found; in fact Andros
Islapd is peid to be the only native haugt. left for thesg
M esting time and here are +r nests built
out of natige lime.

We reach the sponge fleet. The sponge are gneratly
hooked in this fashion by means of a sponge hook about
20 feet long with the aid of a water glasg. The waters
here being crystal clsar and the bottom'g?eam colored
marl, visibility 1s well nigh perfect. hen the boat
is loaded the sponge are taken to shore, put into a
"ecraal" and the animal matter allowed to decay. They
are then beaten free of the vile-smelling dead matter
and thouroughly washed clean and taken to Nassau for

marketing.

As we get under way to another part of the 98nge fields
there 1s suddenly a great commotion. ZIven the captain
ofour small vessel otherwise stokid and imm@tupbabdi
forgets all elge in the excitement anﬂ%% the lively
hunt for a turtle that has just showed its head above
water. To catch one of these may mean a profit frcm}
25,00 }1 to much more, depending upon size. Splash:
splash .gume husky sponge fishers,dive into the water and
after Mr. Turtdg, Bnﬁ?%on actd& Bim in a hurry, catches
a firm hdld by neck and tail and deftly s teers him to
the surface/where he is soon made helpless in the boat
and Jjoins the cargo to Nassau. A bonanza that will
bring in more perhaps than a season's wages at sPOIg.ng.
"De Lawd sho good dis time agailn."
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BRI CRllrey.
Chapt. lv. A STROLL DOWNTOWN AND ALONG THE WATERFRONT ﬂiﬁ’

This morning we give the town and picturesque waterfront
the once over. Fishermen have brought their catch to market
i and are drying and mending their nets. These easygoling out
7 1slanders manning these sponge boats have not been quite

so lueky as they wait all day and even several days while
heartless spnnge buyers beat down their prices to a very

minimum.

s e gng

The sponge market where buyers look over and select likely
purchases for packing and shilpping to many parts of the
world.

From several large sponge sheds come strains of church
hymns plaintive and rather weird, after the peculiar menner
of natives' singing. The singing comes from native women
meking & few shillings a day clipping and trimming sponge
for market, They make work less monotonous by singing.

Time out is taken occasionally for some lively bit of gossip
To light up disreputable looking clay pipes, or Just plain
“Ahguhin t

An old timeri

A little dusky angel bouncing around on a large uncut sponge
worth about fifteen to gwenty dollars retail. A sponge

kike this, I was told will soek up as much as 8 to ten gallo
ons of water. (I did mot try it)

tide. Outislanders, often with their/famllies waiting to

fWA' sell a mmagre stock of procuce or walting for favorable wind

ggg and tide before wieghing anchor for their outisland home
across the deep; Children boen to the sea and they like 1t.

g&fj To train such lreesponsible gypsies of the sea to reguler

hgbits of schook, instruction or Sunday Mass hs gquite a
problem. These interisland boats are - about the acme of dis
comfort and filth but a natige seems to sleep very comfortab
1y on hard boards and a rolling sea.

Boats of All descriptions swaying i%}y on the incoming

T, Cornelius and Mr. Lothian our kind architect are putting
last touches to a load of material for an Andros church.
Incidentally this trip caused quite a panlc in the rkaltives
of the crew, belng reported lost in stormy weather than

sprang up.

At the market, rows of native sugarcan which the natives
buy by the ineh or foot for a few pemmies. They either cut
it off in slices, or as often start chewing one end and
walk up the street chewing sucking and carrying on a lively
argument the while. No doubt cheap sugar cane keeps many
a one here from worse effects of malnutrition.

Keeping shop. The natives all 1like to do this; it is 1ittl
more than playing store. The stock in trade may be worth
but a few shillings but they will sit like this all day
walting for the stray pennies of chance buyers. The little
boy in the background i1s enjoying the favorite all year
round indoor and outdoor spo Bahamaian sport; namely

sleeping anywhere anytine and in slmostnany position, such
as this ehap. Surely this is the land of "dolece far niente"
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At the water's edge the shopkeepers are more aggressive,

oven thewe little tlkes., selllng mangoes. "Faddah, faddah!
comes from three or four stalls at once. Nice fresh mango
Paddey, I's yo membah! Fadday, yo can't leave me down dis
mawnin, Njce fresh mango ges in from 'Aiti.Penny hap'ny plece
Well, I've got several dozen home now (unless Fr, Ambrose

has found them) yet who fan resist such cunning little trade
and so we take home another half-dozen.

Gurgeles of delight from the water below this deserted sharf
Deddy getting his little cubs used to the water. This is

a Long Islander and true to type, devoted to his little ones
Note the fine intelligent features.

Shedes of bygone boom days of American prohibitioh. Just

a small consignment of booze, wotth perhaps a mere loo grand
waiting to be smuggled into the U.S. But those days are ove
and many of the fortumes made from bootleg liguor lost again

Children of the sea, the harbor is their supplementary
school and playtround. NO wander they become adept seamen
with almost a sixth senxe for the tricks of sailing. These
are some boys from Sacred Heart schoel. The parish is a
block from the waterfront.

Another waterfront character. Take my pitchah too faddah,
Gimme trupunce boss an teke my pitchah!

//55; pennies the boys got for posing must go back into cir
culation immedlately. One penny buys two "snowballw" that
is shaved ice with al little flavoring poured over it in
e paper cup. A typical Nassau confectioners box oart.

A stir over there at that private sharf! A large marling
weighing almost & ton and a half, ceught over mnear the
Berry Islands., An American gportsman is proudly displaying
this trophy of a seven hours battle wlth rod and reel.

Some fish story, eh? Yet this 1s a tame one, and it's true!

Band music, shinging shouting-and dozens of banners, a pa
rade which ends up at the waterfront for another "Jumper
Baptism" A good way to show off before the tourlsts and
it brings in more than one stray quarter and half dollar

Therc is little twilight in the Bahgmas. Night really Just
seems to fall." Hence the plane bringing back Frs. Bonavent
ure, Arnold, Leander and Cornelius is hurrying home from
Harbor Island and in a trice they slide into the harbor an
up the ramp. Back from Harvor Island in a half bour where
it takes six to eight hours by boat, plus a possible caseof
seaslckness, The plane has doen goos service in emergencies
arising in outislands, to bring doctors, medicine ard food
t0 hurricane victimes.
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CHAPT. V A DAY IN THE DAY NURSERY

kFegling a little bgred? Well, you won't be when we it

the Lay nurser ere some 55 little tots are duri 4

B Loy, she—day-white Lheir peex motw%km.oru ;\,w%
oot fq.ma 3 X
A long they Bonee AEEEd along
boddling—ealong

with parentg a2 guardiany or older brother

or sister e he

e Y P =pav 2 o—0 L5 B35 or
Cﬁ(ﬁ—t e day a'g TReT LY Sister-nu;se and her staff.
First aéaﬂii- comes & themwgh going over of frizzly halr

. EPber—s—geed
weshing=and brushing of teeth & wait in /ine fored look
ing over in the dispensary.

Very mugh alipe an stedss No wonder, since they
have ha @rolemn several years of good
feedking and médicaton.

The dispenga busy every morning with cuts, bdrulses,
rashes éﬂ‘gﬂ% syphilitic sores. A few yolps now and
then as an adhesiwe plaster is removesd, but as a whole%m

a coursa &ousd( little lot.
LaterfﬂZhe "oil line." that is codliver_oil, to build

sturday healthy 1itth>ba¢ﬁes out of hs&ies that have;ﬂﬁq—
peoeibly been neglected, emaciated and unddrnourished.
And they &o dake it like good little tots whould take

spinech.

Al

If the sun is wharm,p& shower of rainwater &nd..ilplenty
of soap. When is is done the nurse will hafe to change
to dry clothes.a¥eo~ There 1s/ just plémty of life.
Discipline ig not neglected; each must learn how to use
soap+

ILunch of beead and milk. When the capera was being set
for this picture, each had a good sigz sllce of bread .

and a cup ofymilk,r i the pioture «
was~ snapped “E'Eﬁ"‘er’%‘fﬁy remn’i:}g..:tx) left, Fast work!

k g AanSi of A0 7,
Recess time! ideal December day temperature/80 in the
shade} sand t&Tcum powder, every day & deluge of sun
beautiful Gropicel sunshine, se y should we not be hap
PY % :

A few impromptu snaps through the window:
Improving on the morning's job of combing.

Slices of julcy shugar cane to pass around, and everyon€
wetts a pull et it.

"The Secret"

Over here the little rascals have found some expensive
sponges 1 had left in a corner. I give little Rosella
a stick of candy to sit quiet for a moment. Quick eyed
little Stephanie has spled the fandy and offers to trade
Jer flower for some of 1t. Rosella says: "Nepell
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Stephanieﬁﬁ&){urt and gigew me a,rather reproachful look.
Well, stand nicely now end md&ﬁéﬁﬁﬁu get a stick adwolss.
(Note the fine features of Stepanie at the fight)

@ P L
Oh so tiréd out with exi—+he play. Well, what would be
easier then to hang up tue lot like little papooses, or
lay them away on shelves? Simple, isn't, it and saves
room besides. But then the floor will-$& safer, so we
will tirmy the picture the e%hemtway:

Noontime sistea! They do not need much coaxing for this.

The main meal of the day; peas end rice every day, but pd

plenty of it, which(ofte not the case at home.
Just a moment to say grafe, combined with concerned
sidelong glences onto the other tots plate. "Amen" and, ~—

Down to dctionk&gg_E%Ey’TEE_E_EEGrﬁzﬁazﬁﬁ\even to talk.
But after the little tummies have been well packed, what
a racket and what L{;gi es The little monkeys squirm
and crowd around inspelting everything, a shiny watch
chain, or camera part, anything that lookd strange or
unusuel. '"Wat dat faddah? Yaddah, yuh wite all obah

like dat? Good bye! Tanks fo de candyfaﬂé7ﬁome again!

Thiné%what could be done with a . number of nurseries
like this to offset the &plorable conditions homes,
or rather lack of homes. :
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Chapt. VI A Day in the Country

: PP Al

Jﬁx}%‘%/ﬁm '75"‘"‘ Get out your cameras; ,{M tour the country

iofand m Bt g€y and some of the“jungle’, todwy !

irded LS A We—sse—on—bhe—erest—ofthe—ridge theumy ing.
\‘e‘,.lpﬂ.“ﬂdf ty Toraal @at. e — befrg—=s—1owg f= oM _Aﬁg« 00‘1}' tﬁa{%
M . ouk o~ac ZRe buceanne &_v_:{a wont to spy 70ut to /Sew for any pessible e
dreps. prey thatjunluckily had ventured in sight of his seriefifecy

If these century-old weatherworn stones could speak! '

Up on the heights of Fort Charlotte the scions of would
be "higher-ups" are having a funny streak today and
regaling their spectators with a mateh of "donkey polec."
Either donkpy race or donkey polc are perhaps the most

capricious things in the world fo bet on.
uv‘—M P TP~

He :
Historic old Fort Charlotte m%mories of the British
garrisons formerly (@here /quartered and=where Many a lonsly
soldler has left hks hame engraved inte thm?f&mparta.

Nature is tenacious. Very little soil here but trees will
even anchor themselves on a wall and in the course of time
breek the wall to pleves with thelr roots.

Another memory of the past, pounded by countless breekers
of sevensy ~* The engine freme of a Confederate
blockade runner that came to grief here.

Charming beaches as we drive along, stately palms, vistaw
that speak out of stories of the South Seas end adventure.

Overhanging seagrape frame an entr%ﬁg_i_%lg pleutire of opal
seas tinted} m%@d green.W TATcugh gooves of
palm that have™ oYobliterath the marks of the last
disastrous hurricanew, out to the-gelf-eourse.

AWhilé Couristg occupy themselves with the 19th hole, these
cadd}iﬂeshmust"%"ecnate Boe. &ﬁ at could be more i‘ascinatinﬂ
to the heart of Rastus or eben tmayfjust plain Plcan
golf. or gallopin' dominoes.%«i-i ﬁ&-«?-d—g-ﬁv}-—v"
aro P e

Out at Cable Beach

his altar boys wh
with sandcastles

Fr. Ambrose is enjoying the day with
are having a great day,the smaller ones
! ones with athletic games,

water jounting ad ; most—impertent ,
b’e"‘"'-"‘mﬂdn‘ z—"‘-"ﬂ"‘/w o
“Rlenty, planty of peas and rice of which they can pack

away alarming quantities into their blackskinned paunches.
~ No metter what other delicacies there mey be, a pichic
fxﬂw would simply not be a picni® without peas and rice.

& thermite nest.

Aersss—the road Fp., Ambrose—has found

These industiious insects & very h of a s f.
Ww care;%cﬁéﬁv"% NA-Corey
away your house, furniture and all. They may afters
and bgams to such extent that theaext storm will break

th o kindling wood.

Wr *But into the interior of the island. Herds of sorry look
ing sheep and goats helpimg to furnish a precarious living
for their owners.
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Farmers Pickimg away at a miserable fiehdor "farm"
s they call any field no matter how smafl. Bahamian
fields look more like $I=8 outcrop, veins of bed rock.

R—frﬂeqﬂb:m&khm-t’ﬁa t young missionary
pich b !

the States?

handfuls or shovelx P

: 6% azmsly
a stick 7 thére is enough soil to plant

e seed. ‘I‘he soil ' very quickly epghausted, with
proper fertilj s asStounding ‘how quickly a hanfful v&
ozl-tnté‘égroduce.

Seedking to eke ou g existence by ciltivating
some corn, cassava % things that grow quickly.

Ruing ,everywhere tell of gener tions that are
gone iman houseﬁ“'%me—d-a 7%59 slave huts,

of exiled peoples, pl&ntar%ad?enturans, pyalis s

, WJEnglish lords and fugitives fepm justice.

WV oosmg s M{;ﬂﬁo

Voo il The "pine barrens' onetime f::bgt demolisheé’
Lawd il P"*L by fire nd storm and ocoal burners Mol et e S0il hsre
AL LTI Lw"” has’ bgé “h'iﬁm SR ORCH—QBITICE e 7
LL! r/r S1iadi 7’".; _________,_,_

feen !
f;.‘ |,-' vy et ]..(.\v“_rlﬂ
e \“{nh Out &d" the Lazaretto £ i pay a cheery visit to our feinds
Luuﬁ f%n ¢ the lepers.«{ Wfat a welcome from this lomely little

3"_ g e e O village of exiles out in the wilderness. How Ragerly
&/"J they look fof ou$ gifts of leaf tobacco, clay pipes,
fpult or fandy. TheMced cases cannot leave

their cottagjes. =Sue g le to be about, spend
the t puttering about esultory planting, fishing
and™d little dattle and puultry.

This poor but cheerful fellow has quite weak .
Thessy lepers do not seem to worry. ave rather neat

little cottages“enougg foog, b@t of course, the. segrega

tion end loneliness™ I 1}5’

From out the pine barrens @Iwmpa of ermomatic @_moke}z&v\/
awthe

t&® fires of charcoal burners melsing GCharco
seme simple fashion as w&ﬁ-.dom\centunes ago. T?Eit'ﬁﬁ.-_.
are an 1ndustiou hadworlci 2 geheery lob of
: _ : , T
e

Bap g YAl L e ees = B
véateh therﬁ’ﬁ he g 2%k 1 8
e t;ﬁs_?@ well earned.
v mich hdrd work in
#pd
Clifton Rocks,xlonely/es an aweinspiring sight in a

fifteen mlles away arepry
storm: ntastic stone faces out o
wastes. Tk caverss open onto the waters edg mtlnto
4—% the sur ooms and Seethes MMM§

fﬁu’ "c&gﬁ'ep o lot, seasonad and me
the open.
Over into farm district again, §imple hardworking folk
with not much to show for their efforts beyond a bare
exlstence.

A Bahemien fiéld house, or "camp" as they call it where
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-3 - i asie
= livesduring the growying se on’ES prevent ovexny
gk~£:¥ee%§ge—a# their orops from thieves\ The sisters, -whbo

are of course always welcome

everywhere.

A’aemewh&@ﬂgg;e pretentious farmyard but like the rest,

rock, rock everywhere.

"Totin' fiahwudf' for cooking. The little tots learn to
tote this from early years on.
"

“oh whet fun it is to ride on a Bahamlan donkey cart.

semeQountr lassies tryizf to Xind some of the misera-
ble berrieB and cherries thel &- grow§y in the bush.

On our way home we pass the secluded old time fishing
" #illage of Adelaide.where™ fisherman's wife awaits her
husband's boat to come in with the day's catch.

M:ﬁodem ohﬁ*nat&en—&ga&n,ﬂ;mdern road cut
out of solid limestone. In slave days meny of these
cuts were made by slave labor. T

@raves must be chopped out of

“4#—ealy—an inch—or—H0~

stuff like this and 1t takes), from three days to a week
to dig a grave.f;gghves éﬁat eiﬁﬁé in adsance. Fee—
Fethers and S .

The open Sea once more and whispering palms that to the
lover of nature and the poet speak a language all thelr

own.
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Chapt. 8. PARISH VISITING

It is a beautiful® June’morning in Janusry; but then,wﬂa’»ﬁgb E
sdneet every morning in the Bah %ﬁs,-ﬁeluged with
gorgeous amber sunshine. We ay of parish vigi-
ting. There—is Rothing like getting into one's work at-
once. How shall we go? No trolley cars here and gasoline
is expenm sorather Hambrosesfor a long time fancied a

horse, ak@,a look over the harbor before setting

out for the day? A young man should have plenty of super

fluous ener s0 why not a bicycle? . P Hucoto
wa y Yy amﬁ‘-—‘“‘&”‘} .
Father Quenting with his sturdy /English made I:}ikeli with

,.-"‘ two wheel brakes5 free wheeling /his noonday lunch and sick
’ g ot ¢all bag, de—the- " pagsau is ideal for hicycling
" o’ with ek (roadsS\hard) nogsand and very little dust’ 8
i Mteqw
‘.%/ % St %@MM,M, od )
I p J Vﬂ// can try tHe Nassau taxi, 1880 madelinot streamlined
P V"’/d except he horse; speed limit miles per hour. A
A{* great boon for the nerveds Of late years motorcycles have
/ﬂ":-// béen found  to be very serviceable and ecomomical #r the .
¥ of . mikskonary.fBut we must be o€ pm ey

X

heroir andpatiend sufferer for,years. Though very poor, :
fronm s gs;;rhere thess sippl generﬁly manage toovee
m

cleem bed linen and}a white cloth table

with the "Sawcrament", Nof?; how tﬁ'éﬁ%‘%?s are
asted with o3d paphers and magazineg. ,This is a common
ragtice. amon I—n——f&sﬁ‘%ﬁfﬂriving rains

as%F fropical st Mese poor huts of ocoursdbecome
horougly drenched. s

ir&;o annoint a poor m woman dying-ofganeer, a

N
§
;5%

=<
*\«

R
3

N
o
N

MJ,U"‘*‘A comner of a Nassau parish, and this is not the poorest aclic.
by aweans. The shantles are often without paint and

look tle more than childrens playhouses, etimew more

1%1} 8, hardly fit to live in, mank of the Certain

¥ eiareduced to its lowest terms V<Quite a job making

arish visits and keepin a census, witl for instance two

femilies in the first house, as many in the next, and a

whole (tr, in the two story affair. Often there are dif

ferent Giildren’ from different fathers; each goes by his
Utitle" i1.e. the fatherS family name. One can easily imagine

w. It—means to ACE UP atentage,ngvﬁenoa of C%tholé'o
2 ! 1 5!II S. =10 e

.ﬁ
;\%

S

LR
s

=

0\

=
e

e

ohildrens names may chan ge of :
pure whim or fapey afﬁ&?ﬁg elle mey change her name fro
Maria to“Missie,Trixie or' the like.nielnewe.

As we pick out way back to the street between irregularly
placed huts of all sizes and desoriptions this little son of
the soil is wondering what éet'wite man in long wite dwess”

1

is doing here among poh cullud folk.’ :

"Bahamian snow" at the new St. Jseph's church.

Down the alley come lusty calls of "Fishman|, Fishman.'*{acks,/
&runts dis mawnin' Getchur jacks and mahguts!(margots)” Bew.
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Fishman! Fishmen!" This goodnaturaérfellow déserves credit.
He 1s &t least trying to make an honest live? go¥n{ about

like the ragged charcoal pe dlers, not minding the laugh
ter and jibes of shiftless lazy zgggs that loll around por
ches and corner barrooms. Thé stfeet? This is "plgtail

alley." running into "chokeneck lane". In another section

,We will find "dogflea alley" "jumper corner" suspicious ‘

o 9
R

lane" petticoat lane" damnation alley" "see me no mo hill'
and the like,

Sawing native stone for new mission bu ldings. It is a sof#
limestone that hardens in the alr and/with cars, anéd good.
limesceneqty and steel reinforeing sérves quite well for
builaing purposes.

chaps, @1d Uriah at the left/4 recent conveft and almost

- ) .
/igi%?'Tﬂeesa panny, faddah" Mora.beggarq,poor decrepit o0ld

a” Ja dally communicant)

4.

Screeches of éelighggfrqm two little‘éightballg rolling
down the hill with a Tehabilitated kiddie car,

"Wood, wood! Getcha wood, fiah wood."™ The poor Bahemian
broncho has to shift to low before he undertakes to
tug painfully up the hill. The us means for heating
cooking pots, wash water and eéeﬁﬁ%§$irons 1s charcoal
burned in primitive fashion from native Pine ocut in the pine
barrens. Early in the morning the first call to be heard i
is "Coooasalll! Coalman! Coalman! echolng up narrow lanes
and alleys as these hardworking fellows peddle thelr ceedcvnre
from decrepit looking "boxcarts" :

s

"Mawnin' faddah!" comes in chorus of soft musical voices
from thls group, whieh—is5 Vtotin' de watah™ from the public
fawcet nearby. Yes, they can carry healy loads on their
hard frizzly little heads and supple necks aa&-with a dex-
terity and poise that is astounding. /

Over in k% more important streetina commotion of some kinf
and a weolding for "Bones" the dog who has just been trying
a few little playful tricks with the famlly sheep. These
youngsters are from a betterimore industrious classwith mma
small "farms" and fruit groves, Note their gturdy/build an
and t#e finely chiselled features. But we are so n among
the poorest again: )

Shavin% his feeble old grandfather with e piece of broken ¥
bottle! Primitige but the patient old fellow is no doubt
used to it.

Lunch time. Thos?( it is often of limited quantity, this
little one shares hers with "The Honourable Guy Tracy
Watts" so named after a recent Bahamian Chief Justice., The
Honourable Buy does hot like the looks of my cemera. Dogs,
dogs degs, everywhere, all manner, all sizes and description
the poores th oplg the more dogs. e natives fear a
dog that 1ookag¢§§%a§a£%ﬁa will %e% Tu g,tbdc:g to death if @
t. The ecity gogcatchar ust meke periodiec
cleanups with his wagon is a chickencopp affai e

chassis of an oversize perambulator. To see the dogcatcher#
wearily push this contraption up the hill to the "dugh house
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' filled with yapping curs is quite an amusiag ludcrous sighti

‘IE? docatcher O%Se. moyr ,_gui?l%ajshan the dogs {Jto J cticftued
D O o,

&;/ﬁfﬁf%f>5ta hs oi slow bend m&sic have been coming from somewhere in
o

the distance : and are now approachin ¢
The music is accentuated with & booming basg.gorn and period
ie outbursts from ripping trombones and clarinets.
that would make the Iery stones weep. This is a Bahamlan
"band funeral" predegding %he heargse. A band funersl is a
Bahamians's dearest wish, for wh#%ﬁ*he would/well nigh seal
his soul. This deceasedjno doubt had a few/pounds coming
from some burial socieﬁ@ and his lifetime wish has come true!
He is the central figure in a real honest to goodness band
funeral. Dozens of dark little feet are pattering in the
direction of the musie and to follow the band to the ceme
tery, band funeral is aﬁ;gg;.g%ow:that is not to be misse
andjthe[ Soutnern band boys Zave’t ew uniforms for the
first timb, a result of a good tourist season.

Music hath charms,even for little Andy, not €%3§‘a year old
Andy is a prize baﬁy,to be sure,from one of tlie better famil
ies, his mother.a fervent olic., He has a little of Scot

ancestry but most forgot to put,oi his kiltieﬁ347.
PP,
\]

: A study in color mixing. The two upper lef\ nd lower right
are of one family, & mixture of negro, white Spanish and a ¥
little Japan thrown in for good measure. A good pious
Catholic family.

"Box carts" of all manmer, shape, and rormggﬁilt out of odds

and ends and grease}with crank case drippings. Thesgnonde-
seript carts are used for general all around hauling, dor

babies, charcoal,,sheep, goats and what not, fs they scurry obei"
& Bd=ATTSSS NATIOW sta@gts and recklessly coast down

hills they are,a nightmere to#Fmctprist with weak nerves.

But they arg‘ﬁex us in dodging through traffic and ehr*epﬂy
heﬂsman must indeed havepgood guardian angel§. The ".'Bo)t-

cayf” seems to be a permanent Bahamlxn institution>/

"My little mule and I" -Do—you-rescsll-—that old minstrel dittyd
Here's the real thing, one of I¥r. Bonaventure's converts

with a much worried Jenny,spying out into the road where

some boys are trying to strike up a friendship with

her new baby, a nine days wonder. I ask the boys to gpld

the little fellow for a picture.“No faddah!" “why not?

™ Well, you see faddaj, he done ‘ack too supspishus wif dat

ere left hind foot. “You fellowsy afraid of a baby jackasst”
I try to maneuver the little fellow around, by pushing him
gently back. IHe sets his brakes. I pull. He goes in revers
and by the time its all dome I have several capital "U" s

on my shins. A real Bahamian.

ﬁ L] .
"WMavain—raddah! " m;&??ﬂcoquettish little pair
Little Isabedle drawing water from a century old well, and
she knows Just how to lower the bucket gently so as not to

mix the lower strata of salt water with the upper which is
fresh. Water in these wells raises and lowers with the tilé,

"Fermer Brown comes to town" in his one mule shay.Thls o N
4% crotchety old fellow and refusef to pose unless we' come
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across with sfww shiallen® He's on to the 1ight occupation
of cashing in from these crazy rioh tourists fromerieas ¢
1 snap the picture anyhew and glve him a sixpencs. " What
he saif then is mot,recprded on this picture. WeLl’,"itws"
nidday,The sun is Mot and so is the pavement, With an
poean breeze at ouy back we eycle home to cool eff.
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Last TALLL

In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost. Amen.

1, the undersigned 2 H.:;%w_ %

of St. John’s Abbey, Collegeville, in the County of Stearns, State of Minnesota, declare, and
publish the following as and for My Last TALLI, hereby revoking all other Last Wills that

I may have previously made:
(1) U give, devise and bequeath all of the estate, property and effects whatsoever,
wheresoever situated, both real and personal, which I may own or to which I may be entitled

or of which I may become possessed hereafter unto the Order of St. Benedict of the County

of Stearns, State of Minnesota, absolutely.

2) I nominate and appoint the Rt. Rev...C2bbo? (Rlccciny) &tk 62@'

President of the aforementioned Corporation, or his Successor in office, sole Executor of this

my TLast WAL and Testament, and desire that he shall not be required to give any secur-

ity for the performance of his duty.

of

Witnesses: Addresses:
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testamur/’. Nos die_ A& L reer 2" mensis_ Hezete
‘;fm‘“’_/{j/ 27 e :
CCrted i o/qr’z’é@'/-# # 4, é&mﬁ%féz_}_
Dilectum Nobis in Christo -

_/)‘//‘%dlfﬁﬁ-x"fcw ; I&Mﬂxﬂ_—:L/i
,Z(_Mf 28 "2 [UEeared

7

aal %;/7.-5 s s

juxta Romani Pontificalis Rubricas et assistente Nobis in hac Sancti
Spiritus Bratia promovisse et ordinasse.

In cujus rei fidem has testimoniales litteras sigillo Nostro
majort insignir@ confict jussimus. Y y, 2 i

# ;. S
Apud_o . -—it2% s Y
die :ﬂ(//;:-wi’ mensis 7 D eieti
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CERTIFICATE OF ORDINATION.

/? ﬂ{

_ 1 Hereby Certify, anat on leccies 72773/ yuy,
d/ %%M 5‘/ Attt 4. ’f avas ordained to the priesthood

of the Gatholic chuvch, and that he is autlyorized under the viles of

saly Gatholic churcl to solemnize marciages.

~ ms P OF ST. cLoUD. - /

Z'f'a" Y /’4.:«;—.”0&‘{- /
S+ i

22/
Filed for record and recorded, 75 gl 289,/ 507/

/ ~ CLERK OF ms‘mc‘r COURT.

0SB HOHMANN_00067



*You have not chasen me, but I
have chogan you.” John f V.1

3o Yoyfunl Benwry

of my
Fivst Solerm JHlaes |
colabrated In .
5t. Joseply's Ulpacch
Winite JPock, Minn.
Sunday June 14, 1931 "

Othaar T Holpmanm
| ©.83..

@cdained 1o the Hulp Felesthoad |
by At. Beu, Foseph . Bneck, DB,
m St. Inhn's Abbey Ghieel
@ollrgenille, Minwsots
Fmme 7, 1931

‘*Lhou hast ervated us for Thy-
woll, O Lord, and our honm are I
reatless untl) thoy rest In Thoo !
St Aupusline Cu.r 1L '
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.

Cetifiad Copy of Binb Register in........ ... SY8BTIS .. .. .. . County, Stale of Mionesals.

PLACE OF BIRTH OF CHILD No. | DATE OF BIRTH | CHRISTIAN NAME, (IF ANY) OF CHILD
{Tuwn, Villaue or City) of Binh Momh | n”. - -“,." | AND SURNAME OF FATHER
SR 340 W S X { ! e T
{ ]
. Township of Munson ~ [-=-=~iJgn, | 220800 | __Jacud Leo Hohman
| | | | :

I

NAME OF PARENTS OCCUPATION OF PARENTS

COLOR SEX FATHER'S. MOTHER'S MAIDEN NAME _ FATHER THER

. | ] ‘

Thite | Male | | !'
BIRTHPLACE OF PARENTS

FATHER MOTHER Couditivne, as T wius, Hlegitirate, Ete.
e i
| ]
e AR e S S
Minnanota | Minnesoia 3¢ 1 27 | e T e et
NAME AND ADDRESS OF ATTENDING PHYSICIAN | WHEN REGISTERED | REMARKS
OR MIDWIFE | caths | Day I' Year
1
SRR S NS S - -
1 L/"'-
. bsnsiidThemae s b ey o I Toby 3 QOO0 | scasisssamessssieieis susiatisie

State of Minnesots, }__“_ dIn Bistrict Court of Baiy County

County of o T032TDF

.gohn L, Dominile S . Clerk of the District Court in and for q
Y do herdly certify that the foregomg is a full and complete lmnSCle of the entries appearing of record
Register of Births now remaining in my said office relative to the birth of the said oo oo

Jaced Leo THohman

. und of the whole {hemaf

l I W[TNESS my Imnd ancI I}le seai of said Court herelo ¢ffxed, al
n’t' 01 o‘ll"i s SR an 1 — "‘)th ............ day of
sttt Clerk

= .. Depuly
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8t Joseph's “hurch
Moorhead Minn.
August 30, 1932

Dear Father Abhot,

Father Lambert tells me that he spoke to you concerning the lad
: from Fargo, who iz through highschocl, end wanls to come

to St. Jolin'e with the ides ot studying for the priesthood. Tatle r Leay-
hert twrned him over to me to form an opinion afhils merits, and I have
investigated and am giving you & report herewith. TFather Vincent Ryan
Vicar-general of the Fargo dliocese, and the boy's pastor was over tc
recommnend the lad to me dusking the btime Pather Lambert was on retreet.
Tather Ryan was quite enthusisstic about congidering him s
first clags risk. Y was not over responsive at first, trying discreefly
to suggest that the Pargo bishop, oY Wather Rysn himself btry to help
defray at lesst part ol the hoy's educaticn. Since I thought that they
ought %o Lry to d at lesst something, snd aleo from reportes I heard
about the boy's parents, I have delayed taking up the matter further,

Father Rysn pasures me that, were he in & posilion, he would be very
willing to teke on the lad personally. He tells me that the Fargo biashop
has & superfluity ofpriests, and is helping noone until ready for the Hemi-
nary., JIerther Lembert ieg quite well impressed with the boy himself. 1
heve gone over to the Secred Heavrt Academy in Fargo, where he made high
schocl in three years, and interviewed the Hev. Mother and all the siptezs
that had in aschool, The summary of thelr stetementz is that the
boy showed himself to be very industrious, of good character, not brillk
ilant but industriouss rether inclined to be studiouvs, e lititle mischie-
vous at times, snd in gereral a good pious boy with & good deal of com-
mon senge. Ag far ag 1 have been sble to ascertain the boy has not
been progpyted or evenmcouraged to study Bor thé prieshood, by the siglery
nor by the pastor, snd if at all by the mother, not unduly.

I visited nlso the family, ond did not fi ndthings there m desirsle
Thie father is a poor Cathelic who goes Lo Church very lrregulary, =0
Miys. tells me. One of the older brothers has fallen for Yogi philoso-
phy and dropped practicing hMis religion. The mother 18 a convert who
has tried to live a good Catholle life, and bring up her children pro-
perly I suppose, but ghe is really a 1itt1e‘hueer,"with o me fixed
ideag brought on by hardship, md poor success with two of the Bildren
She has gome erratic idees, is I think inclined to be too introspective
but I feel heartily sorry for her, since from what I was able to fi nd
out she has alwo had & hard row to hoe. In gpite of thisg, the boy has
been faithfully working where he could nd helping his mother &leng,
and iqapite of hisg mother's ideas, hasa a greal respect for his mother,

I had guite a private chat with #rid he shrikes me withiﬁpcn
sincerity, dieregard of what others might say about hie trying to
be virtuous e d studying for the priesthood, and has tried to keep
away from the bad crowd by w rking at the golf links difing the day.
He seems Lo be very frakk, 4 mple and sendihle.

ty mmplications.

would teke the mals
to pay the minim
we could @& any

The family has been hard hit by times, and proyped
I told the mother T c¢ould not promise apythlng, hut
ter up with you, and we would most likely expect her

mum of whi it woudd cost to keep the 1=d st home, 1if
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thing at &ll for them. She figured that it would cost about five
dollars minimum to keep him at home per month, and she would be very

glad to pay thet 1f she could, wﬁm p~«w&ﬂfﬂfy¢wm.oa

Personally, J feel a little skeptical of course, family conditions
heing ap they are, and c¢an not give as. unqualified a recommendation as
for my Waite Park lads where I have known by snd femily for some years
Yet, everything o nsidered, I wouldg sey,give him & chence by all
mesns since he has finith ed higschool work required here, and I would
say to take the lad on his own merit. He does not know much differenc
between tl® secular and the religious priesthood, end I have merely potA-
ted out the difference in a gemeral way, and advised him tp pray for
light as to where his vocation might be. The boy is+«lé years of age,
and what I forgot to mention before, I think he is & very cleamminded
youngstber., .

Please pardon this diffuse letter; but before I would recommend him
wam, T thought I would get all the information 1 ® uld, @& 4 give you
what T think is a fair statement of the situation. I am of course
just a little put out that the Targe diocese would not offer to do
something .

Tather Buscher told me the other night that he had spoken wi th

. down in Chicago. The younger of the hoys who was with us

some years ago Teels thm t he wants to begin studies for the Seminary,
gays that if the boy does not go through with it, he would

be willing to gtake some other needy boy at {500 per yesr to study for
the priesthood. I do not know the father perwwnally, and am merely
stating this as hearsay. I thought possibly if you know the people
quite well, there might be o fine opportunity to secure a permanent
scholarshlp if it conld be suggested Lo at some opportune
Lime. Since I have some more boye in mind (@lé poor of course,) thub
willcmme diie next year and after, I would surely like to see a fuow
more scholarshlps come in.

Wﬁll, 1 am enJoging it here. DNue t many minor encroachments on
ones time, I do not get much reading done, ws I would like to, but
this week #r. Canisiug is taking care of the hospital, so I have it
a little ezgier. He is getting along as well as can bhe expected, and
hig doctor has advised his getting outgide 2 little and doing a little
work ,as he ig doing now. I am of course wondering =& to where my place
will be for the coming year, hut have full failth in Divine Providence
even though T have heerd the rumor that I might go to New York., I
think Cod made the bdwemitor, country, but man the iie congected city.
Fiat Voluntas! Ylease excuse the faulty typing.

Tilialy in St. Benedict,
< /‘n (Cie 'fﬁw-—«/

£ g ' A i
6). %3 (LA 1-*.‘ unu’ St g -1‘::'?;.(‘ ,\..--‘JJUJ " ,l“J ELADOAPRT gy /] «t / f-ﬂ osr e 1;'!‘-47’
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sze 18, Cathedral Parigh, St. Cloud. Is at pressnt at-
tending the Uaihedral High finishing his esenior year. He was recom-
mended to me.by in 8t. Angelm's Hall, as a very fine
lad who has had the idea of studying for the priesthood since esarly
hoyhood, and has been sghy about pressing the wmatter due to the poverty
of his folks I investignated, being under the impression that the boyy
home was at Kimball, and that he was merely staying at 3t. Jloud.
When I found out that he belonpged to the Cathedral parish, I wsnt to
aee Fathers Deniery and Wildenborg so as to obviate any suspicion of
undéue luterference,

Prospect for Priesthood Student for 1853:

on the Cathadral tezching staffl spesaks very hiphly
of boy and Tamily both, mentioning that it ie a larpe Tabily of eilpht,
with the father out of work for a long while, but that the family i1p
very respectable, not given to asking for charitk, hut very grateful
and appreciative for the sliphtest thing dons for them. The sister
mentiong that is not exscetly brilliant, but seems to have a
lot of common sense, and ¢id feirly well in hie classes.

Fathers Lennery and WildenWory state obout the same as
aad speak also very highly of the Doy, as & firet cless risk who
should be pgiven a chance. fThe boy himeelf tells me that some yenrsepo
wiien the idea of studying for the priesthooll came to Fether Grueunes . s
‘ather thought 1t best if would first finisb at the Cathedral.
Since hs had only one year left, and 1l wrking arounc 12-15 dollore
a month on his paper routes, I sugprested the same @i aveiwner (1435

My own 1mpreegsion of the boy ls very favorable. I had gquite a pri-
vabe talk with Lim. He seems to he quite sensible, not oversanguine
but of en earnest bueinesslike turn of mind. He realizes the dangers
at present of lax company but tells wme he hag Lesn auite able to steer
clear of bad Influence. A Llittle incident happensd while I was tdking
with him 1n the car, when another bLipgger lad came up concerning some
business deal. I was rather well imvressed with the firm determined
and vet polite way tn which he shunted him &ff.

»

The fomily, as before mentioned i very poor. An older sister is
working her way throuthhe hogpital at preseant at a nursi sourseé,
and seems to he of very pood character. 7T suprested to Friliers Den-
nery #hd Wildenmorg that they do whet they can for him next Septefher,
, and while I couvld not promise anything, they mipght at least talke
up the watter with yvou.”

mirht be able to give additionel information about
the boy, mince he hes known him Tor a number of years.
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PROSPECT FOR SOHOLASTIO FOR I@% 1333

Waite Park Minn. At present in 8th grade, begipning.
Will finigh June 1933. Father : Three chlldren in
family., Father a car-repalrer in shops.

strikes me as being & very fine lad, open, sincere, earnest,se~eced
pioue, a diligent saltar boy for some years, plain and simple in
appearance and character. He and his father tell me that .
hag had the idea of becoming a priest from childhood on. The fahher
hee at times explained to him the difference between a Franciscan,
Benedictine, or other ofew= Order priest, and a gecular. The boy
seeme to have hls mind set on becoming a Bensdlotine. Except for
being gently encouraged at home, I do not believe the boy has ever
been urged by pastor of teaching sister. Pastor, sisters, and neigh-
bors speak well of the boy, and the family, I ran across him quite

incidentally the other day.

The father haes said that he would be very willing to stand any and
all expenses he possibly could, even if 1t should run into s hundred
or two. TFrom oppegrancesg, these people strike me as veinl very
thrifty and sinmnle in their home li¥e. T do not know whether Mr,

hnﬁ uny other income beslces the half-time work in {he ?nl ”hono.mif4¢f
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Decembar 17, 1932,

Hew, Othmar fohmanm, 0.5,8.,
Naanan, Bahsma Islands.

Desar Father ©thmar:

There wes no special reason for my writing you
to Laports, for which you gave gyour nddress. I wasn busy enough
and therefors declded to watlt until I heard from you at Kasauau,
I have not yot recelved a letter from you, dbut Monsipnor mentioned
In a post-seript fo hig letter of the 12th tnust, thut you had
Just wrrived. Wowsver, your long letier fron Thicepo gave me so
much nleasure that I wast to rewsrd you by glviig you & letter
for Christmas, To have written me vhile an ronte wes, I oam sure,
a sperifice.  Mony people don't weite sven vhen they bave abundant
Tefsure ot home, nnd would gever doer: of “ritivg vhile transiently
in a alty.

L wlll not comment at aay length on your letter.
You sak vhoether you wmey keep the money you ot for rhotographic
materiel, 4ilso the bsliunce of the noney given you for travelew
thet s, you need nat send 1L back hepre, btut hend 4t to Konsignor,
vho ean then use 4t for Pather Avbrose's trip to Florids,

fo you were ta¥en a-bae s bit by the chiding 1
gave you when wou came Lo tld me Parewsll, Paerlaps it sounded
more like & reprimand than was intended, =g I inmogive ry fece
Anoked a bit drawn, as 1t often does when By nerves are bense,
1t wag more a b1t of ndvice for the future that I ntenced,

Yet I resroached myoell eftervsrds fop having possibdly mede you
feel bad, The tone of your letter shows no reacr.tment, for which
I am thankfal, and T pray thet you may never let evern o herahep
word rankle In gou, ' '

I told you hefora thet I aporeciste your Hood
1wlities, I ragretied more than you suspected the neod of send-
ng you Lo the Dahemas. Perhaps you may think there wse no need,
£ I risht hove gent somehody elae, T wlll not enter intoe an
explenatlon of this, [Lut you know thet "I have nat been sendirg
away the poorest wen to get rid of them; In fact, recently I was
‘chrrged with gending away the abler men in order to have froey
play for myself., Mell--chou 'l of this! UTe all misjudge each
other. I morely wish¥bo add thuat I pray yon may watoh over your-
Belf, prow ever more oonalderate of oilhers und more perfect $n
every way.

Eneugh for today. I hope you have alrendy felien
In love wilh Nmssau. ey your first Ohristmas there be full of
Joy and nay God tless your work for His peopls.

Affectlonately yours,
f Abbot,
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February 13, 1933,

Revs Othmar Hohmenn, 0.5.D0.,
Yassou, Bahems Yelands,

Daar Fether Othmar:

Yindly perdon my delay in replying to
your letter of Decomben 27 pod LHankirg you for youd
go 4 wiatea for fhe aow reer,  Javuery wne a very ey
mopth with £1) the fhuncds) statessnts coming fn, he-
atdes the ordl=ery work whieh, -ng yo.. 12¢leate in your
latter, pon Ynew Lo e very hoavy,

wnr o very Anteresting end
o of the ohmervetions

relr, Pat 40 tskos tine $o Ao go end I
g doel of 1% eorvespondonsa hefors the
el of Ve weel, T ogha1) Wego po Fles aPlew what, since
I s golnz to Oklahoma nnd w41l be ot howe for only
ghort time after =y veturs frowm there, wefors 1 aet out
for ry southern trlp v ich L expset 0 Wwivg me 2leo to
Nassau. Yie can el thinpa ovor there.

#or the present T shell confiné rmyself
to suyirp that youw mey mnse vhat you receive by wey of
gift for the purpons indierted 1n vour loebter-.cs o rift
or aa s losn, whichever ven nyefer, If wou feel thet
the camera vheh you vould 1ile to got 1s necasssry or
at letst profltoble fn connestlon with vour warl down
there, you moy purchese {5 out of that money or out of
any thet your cen get frow other sources.

Yo had e pley last night-ethe usuni type
of the mystery playe 45 1t wos somewhat cold end a couple
of inches of asnow had fallen during the day, the number
of outaiders pressnt was rot large.

- Looking forward with plezsgure bo ny meet-
ing vou before Easter, I am

Affectipnately vours,

Abbot,
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July 17, 1833,

Rew, Othmar ohmann, 0.5.%.
Naasau, Tghama Islands,

Beayr Father CUoar:

T do not know whether I should say your letter iu whieh you
ask me o reenll yuob aad zlve your reasscne far (hils reouest wes
a disavpointment, I senssd the &lsappointment you experienced
vhenr ¥ called upon you to Join the Vigsion ataff ic the Bahamas;
T kuew, howeveyr, that the disappeintment would be temrerod hy the
thought of the trip, etc. and that tho rosl test of your spiritualisy
would come only after vou hed besn in the wlzsion for some wonths.

Mat yop u¥o fauce to Tace with this test nuw is quite clear
froa JouT letter, You place hefore we all the dark sildes of 147w
anl work is Nesgsau, oo 1T there wore Do such dsTk soots in the
North; you cmphaclze the dangerz %0 which virtuve is eznosed, as if
there were no lucrwrality ond nedvetions smong our people in the
Yorth, wherems condltions are Just as tad and porslidbly worse--
worse certalnly, 1T ene tekco into eonslderation the chreneces the
whites have had for centuriesz; vou even plead thet you cen nod
clve enocugh time to prayer, r'ﬁ thercfore feer thet you will be de-
rrived of the prace of ind thai muwt urhald vou amidé ell these
dengers, tnd you uree thet it Lz oot your voention.,

Kow, let ue begin with the last noint, /‘fter all, this 18 the
crucial ope. vhet s vour veocationt That to vhich Cod hes ealled
you~-ohodionce & thet to »rieh T eniled v, You a2y you have the
rieht %0 olece hefore re o your @11flcu.tleq. Ja you huve end 1 am
glad you have dcne #6. Hut vou haéve not convinced me thei I have
made a rnisteke in sendipyg you to Naepsu., T yonu are &s spirituele
minded, as T think you are, zand truly seeking God ard e wi)l, I
do wit* oud %=p4tﬁf‘nn say: tny where you are apd tyruat in Godj be
humtle end He w"‘ make you strone; mek 'is rrece end you vill re-
celve 4¢ bntk ror yovroelf and ctheres,

It i3 not 2od thet is drawing you baek here; 1t 1s self--your
1ove of the changes In neture (they are aleo in »b ,aru avery hour
of the 4ay): the boys in vhom you were interested here: the desire
to 4o other work to which you hed attached vour hesrt. Throushout
your letter self peers throveh: I asay thisg neot in e tone of re-
nroech-~ge all are forever exposed $o0 113 tyranpv«-tut just %0 rhow
vou that yon are under a delusion, if you think 1t is the o nirit
of God that 1e moving yor to meek return to the U. S.

You remind me of S%, Augustine end hie companions. VWhen sent
to Ingland by Zt, Gregory they heard en route tules about the people
there that frightened them. They wented to turn back. The .people
in the Bahamas are on the whole probabiy not more corrupt then
others. 't 1s %o %are them out of their ecorruption that we maintaln
the miceion. Poverty iep their portion, GShall we forseke them on
that eecdunt? You say you favored our retaining the Bahmma Missién,
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July 17, 1922,

D14 you fo so that others might be zent there? llo one~-ceriainly
nones of the younper men--ghould have vote: for its retentlon, un-
less he wan willing to go there and nono ahould muke vows for this
abhey who 15 not willing to go there. 1 can not well sond the older
men. Hor in 1t wine to send indlserinminately the younger men. I
ean not send those who have a penchant lor atrong drink noy those
who are weak over arainst womern, You are more mature and God hes
gilven you sovriety and a medaure of aclf-conirol which 7s will in-
creaso.s 1T U can nol rely on you for the spirit of sserifico, vhen
ghal) T sand? Shall I as} the ijols Geo Lo tuko the Misaion vud of
aur haads bYseouse there is no spiclt of zenl and saerifive amun: us?
Do vou supnose that Ir. Aracld, wio gou say is o wonder, does nod
foel the sane poavulsion that you do?  Ant Fr. amhrove, Whe you 23¥
{8 vorkins hapd deswnlid alg affideslon?  Let thelr ewan le eiir you
to ewlation erd to new couraes

sfond, wnvmrrnoted ploe dreams” is an o thay won use
in comnectlion with your pest orbltions. I 4 ol lies the
wey to the mond th £ hnz cowe GVEDT you 2! Pnat m ymre stay dn
wansau #5 hard thet you were moved o bhus for your resall. And
noasibly you went to wori @ 1ittle wou noalorsly and ferpget that
Rome wee not bullt in & day. T know there o el work to be done
end vossiviy too much has becen underteicn Yov tLe naaler of nen that
T could sand. It ohell Lo oy care Lo ad: Lo tho fusce as &00n BB
ciroumstences permit. To aliow you 1o withdérss mnow will cnly deley
that tine end wehke the verk in St Frenels harder for the next nen,
who will need & yusr to ;et mogueintel with conditicus 1a the wey
you are aecusinted with them rov.

F3 oty

g Nere--l Lhave veitten enow . o LI poater over vhot T
have eaids you wizl vrect thoe muttepr berove fod, ownd T oem eonfidant
you sd1l not were Liat 3 opoyall o vou to Lewve, saeche cugoy Tomlnum
curain tuem et ipoe e envirict. .my He bluss voud

affecticonelely viuws,

Abkot,

. 0. T wllt give Taverebie sonsldarabion Lo thoe ho: s about whom you
write,
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The Priocy
NASSAU - BAHAMAS
Aug, 16, 1933

Reverend znd dear Father Abbdt:

iy suggestion for the office of Prior, would be a reappointing
of Father Basil., Your letlter of a few weeks back I have received
and read with interest. I realize how busy and harrassed you must
be at this time of the year with making eppointiments et al, and
wonder at time= how you manage to take care of all the details of
your burdensome office., Hence I ghall defer answering to that
Jetter until some future date. Of course, I do not at ell agrce
with it in nmind, Yet, I suppcse,,, o gong must do the work down
here, though I repeat, I feel wedﬁﬁﬂfnor have any right to retaln
these missionsg if another, say a regular iission Society could
menage it betier, and man it more plentifully. That was my senti-
ment when I voitsd for ite epetention, as it is now. Well, mors
later on when I can think gore cooly. %t I wish to say, not the
least glamor of travel, or adventure entered my mind when I heard
I was to be gent down here,---well, someone has Lo do it. Sufficit
for the present.

You recall I had wanted to publish that redaction "Cyprianus"
which I put on before leaving lest Fall., Last Spring I sent a
copy up to Father Alexius, kindly easking him to look il over to
suggest anything that might be offensive or in any way out of line
with Catholic teaching. Ieanwhile he has Deen ®riously taken down
I hear, and I suppose the typescript is somewhers in his room, I
had thought of having it printed at &t, John's as you approved
when down here last Spring, andecircularizing the Catholic institu-
tions for custom, or hending =mame over %o some publisher, The
way bthings are down here now,Il have not the time to go into any
thing like that. BSheed and Ward of Londan have asked for a type
seript forperusal. Well, I am seeking no fame or the like, mersly
thought there was a chance of picking up a few dollars, and aiding
the work of the Christian stage and it was supgested to me Lo pub-
lish it, and I decided to try it on mature thought, Now, Lo get
back that typescript and have one of ths other Fathers up there
look it over and give it a "Mihil Obstat" as to possible aberra
tions., Could you suggest something at your leisure sometime
when the autumn rush is over? I have on hand several other transg-
lations and redactions mede during the years at 3t. John's which
I might 1ike to try publishing sometime to aid the work of the
Christian stage, since the ery is always, "What to put on?" I
had thought of heving Henry over in the Liturgical Press handle
the publication details for a fee from the profits(?d  There is
hardly any chance down here whenw there is work endugh in St.
Francies for two or three men, and the whole thing hangs on me,

The thing that wears is to see what should be done and ig simply
not in one's power. Well, more about this some other time. I
wigh you would suggest to me what to do about the typeseript. I
simply have mnot the heart to ask someons to asgk Father Alexius
for it. In bhis present state I would not hurt his feelings for
anything; but I am still strong for trying to publish the "pipe
dream" as soon as I can.
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The Priory

NASSAU - BAHAMAS

Have you sbtill a rosary left such as were gotten from -
some seven years ago, those that were blessed with spe-
clal indulgences b; the Holy Father through the Rev. Father Luje
of hapyy memory., I received on in the Novitiate from good Father
4lfred, and treasured it very highly but lost it last Fall coming
down here. I would appreclate gelting snother one some time,if
they really had special indulgences.

&nd now, to come to the unpleasent part of this whole letter.

Believe me, it is not pleagant to write what I intend to write.
By nature I am yielding concillating and efpecielly over against
women, I have not the heart to argue and wrangle,being imbued with
an innate gallantry,(or is is weakkneedness?) In faect to fight
and wrangle hurts me by far more than the other party. Waeil, any
how, today the beloved housekeeper leaves for the States(Deo uratias)

%he leaves I venture to say with not more than one of two friends
in his partibue. I knew her from Uthe time I was a boy, and when
coming down here last Fall was determingd to be as conciliating as
possible. It wasn't long however before she tried her lowdown
snooping and sneaking on me nlso. It seems that woman simply is
dispppointed when there is nothing to carry to headquarters about
the men here. Well, when ®he interfered in my business too much
and I hed to fight even for a 1itt1§e ice water ot all, I felt
justified to show my Leeth, rather only teoo mildly. ¥Well, in
ghort that woman is hurting the cause of the Missions down here.
I do not xnow whet hold ®whe hasg on 38t. John's or any of 1ts men,
but be that as it may, I fall to ses where that gives her any
right to insult the young priests and algo the sisters ad libitum,
to meks the Fathers riduculous to the psople, and to insult a
ran to his face in the presence of the colored help, as hapgned the
other day. That woman is downright mean anqhalicioious, pardon
me, and the fact thabd she is a frequent communlicant dog@g not alter
the evidence. Pardon me for worrying you with these detalls but
what is one to do? Father Bonaventure of course is hopelessly
blinded in her favor. Only my regard for him and the amicabls
relations that have been between us thus far, and the greater cause
of amity and hermony has prompted me lo keep quiet, but the rank
injustlce of the whole bueriness is galling neverebheless. Whatever
whe may carry to superiors may not be taken seriously, but I know
from experience, that "semper aliquid hee#8t" may work in t.is
case slsp. Father iHonsignor seems to wish to play defsnding attor-
ney in her favor when these matters are broached; why, is none of
my business I suppose. That was the case this Spring when I ob-
jected strenuewsly to her snooping around on our floor, and when
I was havin onferences with parishioners. It worked inho ferg
that whe was o: Jered to stay off our flosr ©but not without the
venting of a little tempsr on both sides. Well, to repeat, only
the cause of harmony in the community has made me keep quiet,

I feel that now is an opportunity. If she comes back here in
a few months( as whe certainly expects to do) she wetll think
herself perhaps most indispensable. I feel convinced that the
cause of the Missions will be much beneflited if she bLe asked
in some wey possible not to return. Kindly pardon my bothering
you with this. But there seems to be no appeal to any one elsge
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The Priovy

NASSAU - BAHAMAS

except one's spiruitual Father. If the beloved houseltesper counts
for more than the young priests here who are trying hard to do
their duty, very well. The superions dowh here will have todo
without this individuel ,I am afraid, and I don't think that I

will be "rallroaded" outl ito an out?®isgland either as the lesser

of two evils. I undersgtand that is what prompted Fether Denis to
get out of Nassau. Who hasn't had trouble that has geen here at
Nassau, whsther regulerly steioned ord down here as guest? She
has insulted guest fathers here more than once with her tomfaolary.
and I feel Jjustified to say made the organization ridiculous to

Nassau pecple.

I regret that I must write all this, but there is & greater good
at gtake. I feel I am running a chance of being called a "hotspur"
"young and foolish" making statements without prosf and the like.

If it will keep that troublemaker away from Nassau forever, I gladly
accept whatever odium mey come to me personelly. Charity is at
times overdone, as may have been the case hers. Good Father Arnold
and Yhther Ambrose, and Father Denis may not heve said much., Well,
I feel I have no reputation to make or loosa, and this ghing has
godén beyond a joke. I have known of casges of domincering house-
kespers until I am thonghghly disgusted.(Cf. the case at St. Doniface
parish Mpls. of which one heard far and wide) On several ocasions
in my you'g 1life I have had my life gmbittered by an old hen like
that, all the wore so because I just let things go and go out of a
spirit of peaceloveing and deep respect for womanhood. Well, the
experience taught me how mean downright malicicious and dissemblipg
they can be and all the more so when setting themselves up as keepers
of the consciences of others, whether young peoplesyyoung priests
It seems thal some of these antigueted spinsters take a particular
delight kn just seeing how unpleasant they can make things for a
priest and the more underhendeldy, the better, and often in the
pretence of "justice!" "duty" and what not. That woman is not normal.
Pardon my words if they seem yncharitable or'"hysterical! Now that
she has gone home for a visityIs an opportu-ity not to be passed up.,
I forgive her for the small tﬁings ghe hasg done to me, naturally.
They are mere trifles over eagainst other things she is said %o have
pulled wff down here. One should not be 1o ready to accept hearsay
evidence, but when the testimony is over whelming the case is dif-

ferent,

Now, I dislike very much indeed to burden you whith what may
unér the present arrangment be partly or entirely out of your pro—
vinds; but I earnestly beg you to do what you may be able to do
discreetly, to keep that women from returning hither, now that she
ig home. The welfare and contentment of the men down here will be
influenced, I am sure. Things are so nice and peaceful now that
shen is out of the house. I would not write to Msgr. Bernard at
present when he is convalegcing; I may do so after he is restored
to heallh again, possibly sending him & petition signed by us down
here. 1Rh#- Fr. Bonaventure should need her a;ound ths house for higs
own personal comfort is in my opinion not 1o be congidered. Now is
the time to brsak up this business.

Please pesdon this huwiriedly and badly wrfigtn letter. I am ready
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NASSAU - BAHAMAS

for a good scolding in answer to this letter, but a greater good

is %o be considered. There is plenty of help down here that can
do the housework as well, if not better than ils= Eligabeth, I am
sure. It gseems that all she has to do at times is to bully the
poor colored help and see just how disagreeable she can make things
for them. And I guess things can bs run at least es economically
around here with her out of the house. 8o much for that.

‘hen ypu left here last S8pring I asked you tio remember me ocasio-
nelly andpreay for the gift of Wisdom for me. That was no random
remark; 1 need it end an® oversupply of it; since my stock sesms at

times to dwindle fest and becpme seriously damaged. God's blessing
and best wishes to the community, egpeclally the fine group of clerics.

Fllialy in 8t. Benedict,

V. @
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August g1, 1853,

Revr, Olhuapy Fohuann, oe6.b,,
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Getober &, 19335

Rev, Othmar ‘ohmann, ,3,8,,
Nasssu, "ahane Islands.

ify dear Pather (thmar:

I have discussed Nlss _with lionsignor, I have dis-
cussod hor return to Waseau with her, and then apain with l'onsipnor,
who handed me your lettexr in wileh you spesk your mind regordlop
her. Wonelrnor, for the sake of your peace, was willins to lct her
{1y, Shourh reluctantly, Lecause, ¢esplte her Toults, he feela-wand
he hos a 26 years experience in tho household of Ot. Anseln'as, Yew
York, Lehind hn--that a chenge 15 not at all certein to Lrins
reace, And that is qultes the may T Toel adbout it, too.

“owever, both he and T would be perfectly villing to let you
leorn thc meme lecson by the exserlence which would come to you Ly
maxluc the change, In fact, .wonsirnor eskod me 1o notify Yise

, thal, 1n view of the feeline areinat her, whieh yonu say
io whered by the others, 1t would be Letter for her not to return
to lNasspu, I muast, hovever, tell you that over vonderingz over the
matter, I have come to the conclusion that this would not be the
Christ-like way of meeting the situstion,

It would not be oharitable %o you and the younrer ¥athors., I
mirht say a rreat deal by wey of elucldation of thie etatement. I
leave 1t to you to try to understend my thou-ht snd wiil merely say
that you would not feel very coafortable if, ir case of a change,
you should find you ha®eleaped from ithe frylnc-pan into the fire.

It would not be eharitable towards Monsirnor. ile he TEeog-
nlzes Mer faults, yet he should not e put to the troublie of retting
& nevw housekesper, and 17 the now one in waatisfactory, another
one,-~-und 86 on--nct 28 lons as Mao is & morelly pood woman,
in whom he haz confidernce and wlo kocps the house elean and the
colored heln from helping themseives $0o nmueh. Ne has striven and
will strive to meke Miss Tenvoorde less obnoxious te the Tathers.

It would not-<I will say 1t, thouch you may not cousider the
point as seriously as T do--1t will not ve eharitable to Pather
fonaventurz, ‘e wlll feel pgreally hurt, I fear, nnd his lonr and
Taithful eervice deserves sonslderation of his feollinss aley at the
hands of you younser nerv,

felther will it he eharit ble towerds Miss R e hes
(lven faithful service for many years. OShe is without means§ aLie
has nioc home., To tell her now tlizt ahe moy not return when she set
Torth frou Hasgnu with the intention of Teburning, left her things
there, and hae told her friends thit she is returning, vwould be
unjuet and eruel. Il'ed this natter boen dbrougsht ta a heed before
she left, I shouls heve foun® her 4igmissal less objeetionable from
this point of view., I 413, of oourse, knowe-7 was told on the
occasion of ny last visit down there--that some of her vays were
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Getober £, 19°.3.

a%jﬁmtimnuk ,owut 12l net el the imprassion that yur antivathky
wne oo e ﬁa it avearas Ia your letter Yo ne ond Yo onsighor.
1 18 wek you fop the vorcs yeu uged 1o rogard to her in

“

your 7ettar u; xu{mmt 1d, 1T exeuero& ithom on the geors of your polies
nervas,

Fut, tlaten, ratier Gthnsr, yPEowou thlnk that the anec you
neve necdcet i (o orocly sne of menlal attituda.
Bupgas sone one Tere e game to you in tho sonfegsionanl with a case
e thiz,  “ould you not, ag & direetor of m)u B, in the nono cf
Christ ond axa-nlo of wondseiul \ivix? uwstlence
and cksrﬁt;g vxxort ; y =mt.onca 2 a ﬁlfrtt?
of Chriant, 1Yoneh » Lave
eomnlairned thei oo
’“C*ltu i.zna
meditation,

~4 ;14"7*-

ul*

N _”TCL“LT tle ﬂor Py eT Lnd
2r ather, whet Le th0 userof »roayer and
T nrnetice c‘uvttyg humilliy end
qur Cann enter dnto the aseri-
ot rour “HLﬂthivi o fter
v voto Le ehnritebic and Lﬁv %rk
coviards vou desmite your fault
s oF wYan averg
; st7a a&ve, anft how
vee of 0u1¢TF>“-
sEnee
» Trutte of
PrOSreEs. 1
SN & & ().ﬂ. “‘-.L(‘.Fikl’ ;'4;:’
snt, tou, thet whon you
arful iy, you 2411 humbly

‘\»P

"(’1;1/ i 1 ,.L\,,’

aoul "vogws
ir yor Ao thile
Yo Be 2 *1*rn
raver £nG .
heta al
Tod s )
heve recd Lhls e

"‘91"‘ 1!) wny deodn y 01 1 ™y 0 ",('1.' $he
a4 e Tt ) mora su'urable,

gycn 1licen™ ey o yasr ond then 2onestly tell

I tealk The tinmc-=] ghouls have dono a0
onoone e slways buay one postwonas
2t ore wear--1 visited your parents., I
a‘é eawnrfuf. 1 tc 4 o to eell on ne Lu
thay vwill ng ' ;Q nensse, but seid
: : ol 4 shonuld

T 2 oenre it 1e the
srance with sach

: yuh“ Gf Chiw
nther, Tag siniliter,

Torle aome sihn end surplices
! our slvar toys have bosn
.,ns~’la in vour shurelse dovm

. ¢n ronity L hfunc* te have the doosuolic Tielegoie in St Sloud
an’ here, In vdh yenrl I il Loove fur %, Terngrdts Abbey, I
expecf Cethor 3&nic1 vi. Lo with you nrain bheforo lons, a&n his motrher
s bu”ieﬁ yestordag,

rayins that you o be evor sore Yilied with the aplisit oFf christ
and with eoroisl ~restinis to § afhere, I om

iy sther i
Tfecticnotaely yours,

ARt
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The Priovy

» NASBAU - BAHAMAS
Nov. 13, 1933
Fooot flt Sout- B

Dear Father Abbot:

= wWall, your last letter to me was guite & diseppointment, to say

the leasst. However I decided to s&y no more about it for thepresent
only hoping sincerely that the Hissions will not be too much harmed

by her return. dore about this later, since this letter will be un-
ple#asant ehough regarding ancther person, before I finisgh. I have tried
Lo gut off writing this jugl as long as I could, but thingg have gotten
to ve just a litule too w@r;p The "casus belll is Brother . I shall
give you the story as I see fi. Kindly bear with me, I dislike very
much to take up your good time; wuch more so to unload any more grief
end trouble than you now have by virtue of your office. Yel, I fesl
deeply you should be told of théese things again, “&Ad no one else here
1Ll take action,

Shortly after coming here a year ago, I noticed the trouble that
mongignor was having with 3rother I thought perheaps that he
was "picked on’ (He hes a way of pulting our people down heire under that
impression, and is the recipient oﬁnuoh sympathy tanglble snd otherwlse
in Yeturn.) VYou know, I have nefer put on any alre before inferiors.
(AL least I 4did not think so) I treated him a< one .f the family, as
a fellow religious., Fek&ling some of his weaknesgses, I even tried to be
more than considerate when he answered me surly before people or altak
boya. Honsignor himself tocld wme last winter he wished he could get rid
of him, and told me that he might not be wuite right in the upper story,
I did not take that seriocusly. That statement about anyone I haye al-
ways tried to verify myselfl.

vwell, I made a wmistake again of being too kind. He hasg risd to ride
all over me. I felt it my duty to call his attention to emaller detalls
in the church; as a rule I met with surliness and curses and mumbling
under his breath. About a mopth axzo I threatened to give him one in the
Jaw 1f nothing else would help, and expecially if I would hear any more
of hisg talking aboult and defaming tihe Fathere here. ( I suppose he 1is
not even consciouas of doing that.,) Since lMonsignor has been gone, he
has been quite on hieg high horse’, and acting asg thougzh he were boss, and
I would not even be able to make a reguest or suggestion. Father Bone-
venture communicated to me suspiclaons of & more serious nature about
a month ago, and hinved to me thalt it wes my duty to watch him. That
was indiscretion cum puelils et feminis. I told him that I could not
see wiere I had any res :onsibility for hiwm; and T positively refussed to
play the detective; that grates on me end I have not the time. In fact
up to a month ago 1 concerned myselt not st mll about things in the yerd
or the church; onlyy thely making suggestions in the 1nterests of betlter
order and econony. 14 not take the suspicions seriously about his
hanging around with the women; I do not even do so now even though I
have eV¥idence I could conslrue asgiinst him, I don't th%pk thet there is
anything serious or any malice on his part in his rebus.” Z wish to ve
falr and just. 3But here are a few things that you should know, silnce

lonsignor seemed unwilling to make any complaint, fearing possiblyy that
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NASSAU - BAMAMAS

Lo do so might cast a shadow on his record, I don't know. IExcuse me
for being uncharitable or cynical. I think he wanted one of us to make
complaint, father Bonavenbture does not care to make camplaint, and hag
given me Lo understand indirectly that he expects me towite you. So

I suppose it is a case of "passing the buck". vell, I'll ride the buck
and taks also the odhum of this onto ume.

That brother has had very litile good Lo say about any of the men that
have been here; hs is a born scandal-monger, I wonder, (and the other
Fathere,also the ilonsignor concur with me in this) what business he haw
to hang around the street gate 2) chureh by the hour and gossip with every
odd woman thal coumes along, instead of mindng his business. I fear that
fiuch harm has been done the cause of the HMissions b y his goaaipping.
nsg@r., I'r. 3Bonaventure, and the others are convinced of this. I have a
suspicibon he in interfering with my influence in the parish; being
maliclious and vidictive as he is. Yet thus far, this is merely a suspic
lon, well rather something founded on incomplete evidence. Xe is a down
right snesk; that we havs found out mors than once. He has done very
little of real work since the Superior is pona: fooling around the yard
all day igust as and when he pleased. Wihen one aske him to d a little
Job he seems insulled. When he gets angrry at a person he will spill
anything, espesdaliy; egpecially when’ oed by someone. Thisg morning
I heard him Veke me through with i and some of the things said
by him were not any too nice for luy ears. The assensus here is that
lie has done much harm by hils uncontrollied tongue; 4 fear he will do wmuch
more. He seems just to pe aching Lo zetl something on any of the Fathers
and only to ready to take sides with any lying perwons down here., He has
flagrantly disobeyed my renuests thal I simply had Z%akg, and, then saye
lhat he heard no recuest made.W( 70‘*7 ;ﬁ b e

How, that man is a religious as well as we are. Is he not bound to
weexly confession just the same as we are¢? Is he not bound to his daily
mdditation and romary and spiritual reading and thanksgiving tha same
ag we are? ‘hat gives him the privilege to fritter away the entire day
Joing just whal he pleases? &nd how about poverty? 1 do not wish to
be harsh., Often he has boasted about receiving five dollars, ten dollars
ete. frow people. We deny ourselves practically every drop of beer or
any other delicacy in the inle ests of economy and health. Vhere is he
any better? As Father SBonaventure told me, the ovrother who will not
take care of higspiritual exercises daily will slip. I am slso chari
tably concerned about thatb souls vweffere., He seems Lo have a mighty
peculiar comnscience. You as his Abbot shoul:d know uhese things, I be
lieva,

Hig tectice with our wash has mads me lean toward the opinion that not
all 18 well in the upper”story. Fatner Arnold has very little left in
the way of white suits, Some of them at least have since been marked
with the brothers ingigmia. I did not take Father Arnold's suspicion
sariously, wntil I Tound soms of my odd pleces, ong with my mark drossed
out and the other with the mark cut out it seews, and his own substituted

T aim keepling the two pileces for evidence. Too triwisl to mention this
psrhaps, but & ten twelve dollar suit or two or three digappearing would
mneke even patient Fether Arnold rise uj.
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Hence, upon consultation with Fr. 3onaventure I took the Sunday collec.
tions out of his hands. I felt 1t my duty to safegusad that as much

a8 I could. Please pardon me for any false suspicisons. Thig morning
he called me a liar in the sacristy ending with:"Jah, Jah, Ich ab schon
genug gehdrt!" Please make all due allowances if one of these days I
lose patience and take the law into my own hands. Yet, wnat to do with
a man with a warped conscience, ignorant as can be, and downright
malicioug?

If he is aver teake back to 8%t, John's the reputation of the iissiong
and any of¥% the Fathers that have buen down here is not going lo mean
much. He way finqmlenty of willing listenecws with is convincing way
of gossipping half trutiis, He 1s a dangerous man, to say the least.
3y the way,sinde Fligabeth is bac he has made a coalition .ih her, and
vaone friendly esnemiss. I suppose.

Now that I have written all this,it seeems too puerile to send to
you. HNo one elge will make the camplaint, Someone must do 1t. lonsigno’
will. not,even when le comeg buck; he will nave too many other things to
ableni to. Brgo, I am the ihstesel. The issionsg are suffering harm.
You must think we quite a crank by now, and perhaps worse. This letter
ey do nothing toward removing the evil; I at least have done my partk

I was very deeply pleased to hear of your visit to my dear ones at
aite fark. So were they. They are certainly courageous in the face of
gonditions, and I feel pgroud of them, I would like to write more Lo
offset somevhal the“atuff”above, but you may realize to some extent the
press of work down here. It is increasing weekly, and I can only trust
in God. In your mementos for the ilissione, kindly remember the cause
of Cathollc Literature and Catholic Action in all its pdlases dowh here.
What can he doe® will have to be seen. Fathers arnold and Ambross ase

working like good fellows; Father Quentin is becoming somewhat ussd to

)

things; and I have haken to riding a bicycle again.

‘ers Tor the spritual and temporal welfere of 3t, John's
b a powser can ve ours at St. John's if we only make
Providence . lves us! Flease pardon the haste.

Wy fervent nra
and its Tamily.

use of the means

Sincerely in 8t. 3Jenedict
b} s

G (@ BB
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Hovembey 15, 1933,

Rev, Othmar Hohman:, .5
WMansany, Aahamg 7“1an&h.

lear Father Othmar:

Tomorrow 48 the feasnt ol your patren soint, Tils will
reach yuu in bioe, yer T wish to send you my creetinrg
host wishen, “ay bis life ever be an ingnipation to you
nie intercession brinp vlessing upon &ll your underiskings,

Tather Danlel its leaving today. I drovc dovn on xuV~ay

afternonn to see Rim onco moeya and to atbend with s Lo
cor wiy Tasinears mattors counecie’ with th@ trhnsfur of his

3 erts entate 10 the Orler. You vurste me poae
L e a~o for & Pﬁgﬁ?j vlth the fndulfenceq rranted 4o the
late Father Luko of Soncer $lon, 1 rellied that 1 had none
left, dbus thu I oweoulsd ;cnﬁ oy mine as a4 nark of effection.
I eave it to Father Baniﬂlxtm deliver 4t to you. I hope vou
w11l uge it assiduous)d

Father Danlel infermed me of your request that he bring
with hism the thines }Lu had aske? Erother inselm to send you.
Erothey Anselm Is in ths howpétuu at 8t, Clond, ‘lls leps
have $rouble” hinm Ffor some tiue; Doctor Stanel thinks it is
neuritis., T eailed v Brotlher &nneLm 1o Anqu*re what you
hed psked for. Uk, he sald, only some old ol lotheas, whleh :
ta not wordh while to send, T hoope hizs answer has not d12~
eyreinted you,

Sivh eerdial creetings snd every cood wish alfeo to the
athor Tatbers, I emn

Devobedty vours,

Abbot,

0SB HOHMANN_00112



dopn Z. Decembor 1485,

ULS BLe

i ("*‘* 3

"llr‘ %71

A1 531 1, A5 l,
"""""’““ 4 1 reacn s

PRCT XY
wer sols 1
30wy

Unnere Xeoge
tm,:zrm fiesen

e lautendsn
n'Lf: i
MO S

) wieder ool N
*c,"?}\') r‘- i, ¥ e osiet
i y i YO

SR gia Ancubtnl
v raneien hat 1hn

g ,
ciaschor
ergfel!

kR

AR A4

0SB HOHMANN_00113



g d
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Waonn, o
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pear Tether (Ehoagr

I am sorry wy letior of Oetober ¢ wos quite o 8izap siab-
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The Priocp

NASSAU - BAHAMAS
July 23, 1934

Rt, Reverend and dear Father Sbbot:

Enclosed find my financial statement, much overdue I must confess.

The reason is greatly negligence, partly because I had not kepy my
funds apart from paper, pamphlet ,and book sales as I an doing now. I

was walting to balance my sales report to hand in to the Bishop on
July 1lst. I dild not itemize the personal expenses, I can do @ however
if you wish, The greater items are clothing, and photographic expenses
for the Missions, I am sure the young Fathers here are living Just
about as frugally ae can be done.

I have put off writing this letter for some time, since it ig en
unpleasant thing to write to you again concerning Brother NN
After my letter of last winter I felt a hialf regret to think that £
might have overstated thinge and done the poor fellow injustice. How-
ever on reading over the carbon copy I can only repeat the most of
what whas then stated. We have been patiently walting for the Bishop
to take action. We have told him moag of the facts; rather less than
more., Why he has not taken action, is perhaps not for me to Judge.
Possibly he might think it a discourtesy to you. Yet the summer is
passing, the Bishop ie to leave in a few weeks, and I ghall find it
most trying to say the very least if I shall have to put in another
summer with him around sacristy and church, I believe I could over
look the personal humiliations, and his sneaking and all that; but
to think of his underhandedly undermining our influence with the pec-
ple even ever so 1little,---well it is most aggravatimng. I have over-
heard him myself speaking disparagingly to his women friends of me,
much to their amusement I suppose, In the presende of .altar boys
he has given me to understand that I am not fit to say llass. He has
told Father Arn>ld the sameé to his face. What cen keep him from
"spilling"that to others right along? For the past month,month and
half he has not been th Holy Communion when I say waea, He has not
served my Mase,when no altar boy was there on Sunday for the late
Mass. People notice these things. He is a trouble meking rogue,
with that peculiar mania it seems for digging up what ever he can
to pukl down someone from the pedestal. He is a liar, a petty thief
and when it comes to underhended misehief, perhaps not as ignorant
as one would be led to believe. I could reconcile myself to many
things concerning him, but ( to repeat) to think that he may impair
my influence with farishioners is enough to meke one desperaete. Thus
far I am thankful have been able to hold myeelf from doing what
Fr. Arndold did the other night. That should have been done long
before, He simply has it in his heed he 1s someone and no one has
any right even to ask him to do enything. It seems to be his special -
desire to get a following among the parishionerey work up patronage.
Perhaps I am too suspicious but when speclal confidants of his, whether
children or women suddenly become ocodl, or even antagonistic with a
certasn knowing smile towards me,---well there 1s reason to suspect.
In the days when I was rather & willing listerner to him, I recall
there are few things good that he has to say ebout any Father that has
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been down here, and there will certainly be some°poison1ng“don£ it

he returns to St. John's. If confronted with direct evidence, he

simply denies. What is one to do with a consecience like this?

Sptritually I em afrain he is no asset to the community or the Missions.

I must certainly give Brother Gregory credit’he was a model of spiri-

tuality down here, as regular as a cloek in all his spiritual exercises

and a good example to the psople. He had to stand a lot of abuse from

Brother [, but bore it like a Saint.™ Any charges that Brother
“7wsdl have to bring up against eny of us.sghould be return to St. John's

I trust we whill at least be accorded a hearing of our side.

We realize of course that should be be recalled to Bt., John's he
will be an added problem to the overlead the superiors now have. Be
lieve me, dear Father,Abbot, it is with much reluectance that we make
these complagnts, and in spite of all I still have some sympathy for
the brother. That keeps me from stating all details or incidents that
I might state, such as his cursing and grumbling at one under hie breath,
even in front of church, as has happsned. Well, sufficit!

Just ae I started this letter I received something on the order of a
‘'wallop! I must speak of it_to someone to feel better. Well, you recall
a little over two years ago I told you some of my overenthusiastic ideas
concerning a Mass Drama for the public to be written by someone at some
future date., I put in much of my spare time at studying Calderon’s
attempts, and began building up one from pgrusing the incompareble Gihr.
The more I progressed, the more confident * became of the feasibility of
the thing. Down here of course I always felt half guilty thetr to spend
any time on it that should be given to the Apostolate; hence littls or
nothing has been dons. I have always been living in the hope that &
would be eble at some future date to elaborate the thing after more
mature oconsideration and rumination. 1Ip today's mail I receive a circular
from the Liturgical Press about Father [felfen's "The Baered lysteries"
with synopsis and outlines. 1In parts it heems he has treated the subject
much according to my conception of staging. Natursally I think that I
could have done better(l!!) Perhaps it was presumption at the start sver
to attempt anything 1likd thias, Yet feel not one moment at the atiempt
was wasted since 1t provided a focal point ofinterest in studying Gihr
and about the Mass generally. Yet was it all a fond pipe dreed, a form
of megalomania? I suppose. It iz a good thing in cases like this to
liave become scmewhat like the natives;—nonchalant. Flat Voluntag', I
was not worthy to compile something so sublime.

May I have back sometime the copy of "Cyprianus" which I gent up
last yeer for a"Nihil Obstat? I would like to have it for ny kespsakes.
I remember also that I never thanked you for the rosary which you sent
along per Father Daniel, It was your own, which Cerdinal Faulheber had
blessed by the Pope, Thnk you very very much for 1t! I was indeed sorry
to lose my own on the trip dowh. May God bless you richly for your kind

neses!

The real summer weather has set in, but keeping busy makes one forget
it. Besides, deliver me from Minnesote this summer! Pardon the haste
in writing. Included in my Mass intentions esch morning is a fond memento
for Supetiors, ths dommunity and welfare of St, John's.

Bincerely in S8t. Benediot,
.
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Awggt 18, 1934,

haov, Othmay Tohmaun, 2.8.%.,
Gee, e ceplanda,

TDaas Yother vy

It was o wdevsure to receive a letter frow you after
Your lon’ si'erce. T thonhk you Tor it as olso oy youy
finencia® atitc .out, I w seticiied L1t ~hat on sead
me and vill nut ask you to Ltemine, o wa mure Vb wou
are not vistiog mousy. Vet y-m Lacw W8 08 o oruo Lhnt
the FTatucrs should send hoic ainvally o dtouilced stute~
snt of recelpts and ex; auﬁ»uurw ag =rovided for on
the fox. submitted to them, I ,ow it tekes zure Bl
oo et fhe hahit of keeping cﬁrelml account of ineo o wi
Cr ense,s ¥ U Yinae §Ou WLIL be ablie bo give o next
e an ttemine Ltaty wnt, nJra ar less oo oallc’ oy o
conr o prlated oo, : :

T osobe liag :-;:_:u gay "bout Tiv. t‘ifr- h2 hme b

Cthan onc. fotd g Bh@ﬁ that 1. “rotler o

and & detri nt o tha ~iggics, he shunid sen
T 1 5o 3

s Gl i v the 1o Tor Liﬂ, o 1uu
Lt oon i 2 unich Lim, 3o o odovl tobe
AR N [ERe 'u,.""(? 'e,;'I.'- to GGy cod vt L2l o dao
m,l.’. e ttighiop Lo RS o+ ¥ Y r node coent eme, 1

supvose he . wmld have ae 8 I - 5 S OO a2 3
h.d esont srwother Lrothers T vl Hiwe denG o,

but of those that ¥ mi it have - wred ot dle tivio, pome
wase olther too wveuhsz v d B (RIS u?". oot X e
i:':“! ambter with ol '"*:LE'.1 o ".iv Ve o vt ths Yo

i T Ao not Hidri fhet yoin shtoild losa licart deo use
Futher ilelfen has ' wbliishol "The .ecred “~w-teries". I
roed i, ol leagt the reatear oot of 16, ¢ oodd ned thgnk
1% & naster -leeo. TP you food et oo ean Laavewn sine
s work, Alere e no wolson W, ow ewuld uol have bhe
arbition to Ao 8O,

“hoto yewr cUTITATITY, T ohove asiod Fathior Aleriun
Theothor he roeelvod Li. Br - lie lowa noliling  bout
it, TA11l you nlesse let < kaow to Ulom you sent the uuve
geript, vnd T will try o «t it for you.

Tou vrite:"deliver me fron 'Munesote this mvor,
9 o 3 8 thera vrig recaon oo the soroyer, I% YBns Dowr on
_ extraordiuar; suanr. - Thore S svobher heot wave upen ug
aow, oid of raln there has beo: vy Littlie. 'wvniﬂ, the
vodat drovyhit Shat ever ohrae) '..-".. e AE Ll airfoets our
setool, C a0 mot tot ko, Ths solber of ¢+ Cileations of
crnndidat o for & rriz'-wiulaﬂ hns been less this yvear Lhan
any year sinee T beea i ablLut,
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Rev, Chivenr o aniag, f

Loanoy o Gl AEGSAD wan juat T brovght me, T oumiosc
™G ¢ atroady fn o the nweldls Mhat €1l lve you some

the latest nwoes, I owould werely «dd thm fo:lowinn:  Nlphop
.wgll““' s of Cearia srrived tuis nowaian te ooord a weel of
roto nt and rest with us. e 18 ro at*y interest in the
A - anl a 7 ead 4? the novae b, Fat ey Chrdstolier is
Lo i, '1‘ufil‘l’ﬁ, -‘vb. T

takings Maher

»
s .atn\r ”gﬂafliu@' niace i
AR oot e 1 b
- Tt e Feee™ilz, caw
Yorl., oo tamin adier Lbeon
L TTUR I I S o Loetan Limoes
ey ™

TR T
Y i

Sk TP . B
: tast evanlin s e *-Pt"@ut
ooan Whe State, ioy ¢f ‘arin
the day ofter toodreow Lo ounduet

1 ‘.nh fet, \la‘J"

el
RS AN\
R ATERYcY
lasah wit
SUr raLre

2

tiae e, e anveared in
i p shall

Lot
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February 28, 1935

Rev. Othmar Hohmann, C.5.B.,
Nasusl,
Bahanas,

My dear Father ®thmer:

Fatner Prior assnt me your lebter of the £Rinatant}) yowr
finanelal atatement he kepi al home to submlt te me on my
return., As you glve me¢ the asaurance that you have been very
esdonomical and I have no reasson to doubt your statement, as
I know you are by nature so6 inocllned and also conscientlous
in your vow for poverty, I do not except that I shall have
any observations bto make regarding it. I am therefore
writine you from here, as you know I shall have a great
deal of work when I get hone, The beglinning of Lent you
mow. is alwaye a buay time for me. Thoen aleo & great deal
of sorrsspondence has undoubtedly accumulated as Fr,Prior
wag instructed not to send any Europsan correspondence Lo me.

ve finished the work of visiltation at St. Anielm's
manchester bast ionday evenlng. Ve tried to ocarry out ihe
wish that was expressed at the last General Chapter and
later on by some Abtots and L@ld s more rigorous visitation
than ever before, : dare say some of the recommendations
that were made vere ¥pt so agreeabls to the Communitiecs =
for instance that of 4the monthly theologioal oonferencegs,
more freguent spiritual gonferendes and onapters 4@w&§and
annusl examinations for the junlor rFathers, eto. t was
strenuous work for ua; we did not have a single day off,
unless the time spent in treveling may be called such execept
one day at Atchlaon which we spent in making & visit to
Concaption Abbey by muto. Abbot Vinaoent had never been there.

It was & pleasure to find Fr.Arnold here, I urged upon
Him to remein to have himself thoroughly attended to, so that
he may be spared periodic apells of illness which he has had
in the past. The Bishop,in a letter which I found here,
mentioned my coming down for a visit to Nassau, I do not
lnow vihere he got the information} I ocan only say bthat it
13 manufagtured out of whole cloth ag I have not had the
remoteat thought of goin% to Nasseu this winter, I do oxe
pect to be there next fall or next winter.

I met your father some weeks ago for a few minutes

that was in Bt, Cloud. He seemed fairly weil., I promised
him a visit but I was kept so busy in the last months at bhome
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Re‘_’- Othmai‘ I{Ohmann, qu(-%qB' - II

that I did not succeed in getting thers, I hope I shell he
able to do so soms time before Esmter, I gladly grand
your request bo present your Benedietion purse to your
home parish, We are amply supplled at the AbLey. it
thare 1g anything else that yon would like to glve them,
which 18 not neaded down there I herewith grant yon
pernission.

we had an Alumnl reunion here lsst everning, There
were very few of the lay Alumnl here - nona that you
remeiber hLut called in the afternoon,
8inse he could not come to the banguet on account of
worting nlghtsa, Me loolka ap nheerfnl snd in a2z cheerful
and brisht as avsr, Among the Alumnd was the sone of
en Alumms, v was @ stwdent In the doyes vhen I wae
a student (rsally the young man was never at 8i,John's
but he is sc atiached to the plece becense hils fether
80 often spoke so fondly of it), His father lives in
Italy, heving cone there right after be left 5t,Johntve
whera e wns 4 candldete {or the Order. Buf his son came
over here #nd ls doing very well es interpretor In ITtalian,
Spanish and Frenech at thae General Ssssions Cowrd hsre in
Mew York, lie mssured me that he wiil hove his fether come
over hure on a visld and that they will ocome bo Ht,Johnls,
I viaited his father in 1929,

Auguring you that T dally ask God to bless you snd
all your fsilow workers in the misslons, I sm

Devotedly youre,

Abrot
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Aurmet 2, 1878,

tev. Ol
Boyx 187, @

Y. 3
LT I

Bince you recussted 8 permiscion from ma n vour letter of
the 27th &nat,, 7 9”»]] not Aeley wy teply. wut I shall mete 4t . 1itile
more brief, wines I hrwe eomeidersble work on: hend, and tiwe pusaees runidly,
This 12 the ol eof Suemet and I sti1l faee the wroﬁlﬁﬂ of conirnine the gork
for the nest ccoheol year, hoth here in the schoal and 4n mur wazishes spd
misslons,

I oerenty vou the reguestod persdcedon enneshst 2aluetsdly -nd only in
view of ko hedicel cttantion ~hich you h*ﬁi o e asek. Tl rRazon for Wy re-
luctenee 8 dant yonr heve baen dn Fiowi ench swomes duriue the pael Lo yeprs,
and I "¢ net oien te 21Tcw o breRition fo soriag np mrors the friberas in the
Rahrms, micoden et they mey Yook ferwerd to retticg puny Tran the Tel-nde every

3 y

yeor., T hove t't)'_‘""_ e ‘ltl*nr; That he ot pive ther o 13U o el pen.
srdbe by alloodae thers in Feouey to co 40 the b~Tedende sno sre Freer the
Cut-I-1-de to A Lo wort p iy haﬁ@nw. \1‘ men: AHLe on v 4o gheg
thnt 14 e bat soliey rnd the grotved docoy of She wom Bhde cenge opd Sneinline

2 LA1ond Lo ete rent,
K ; cied dasn An the naxow Tiold nT finesou, Bl
rvidently 1% 1w o ezt of onr holy Pathects achess of 1357 4o Fore-

B Laory thue worh-

o panae)
Fenl o oreetyd

1 the traidiciom oo
T darem 20y yon

striction upop Ly nkey wlnct he v the leieler of the wors
gl1on vhrrwiﬂ Y to exeveive {(he Lustmmmnie of Lhae **tri“vul
1R 15 it

¥ swnlnion regtyicti
N Orrernertly e vinld, the

&y, tlnm Mon in resiohine

5o by

art, Our yic!
matteres the
Yoy o 1w,
fevil.,
Hogaver o oobetes phove, In vign of your neos a2 medierl glltention, I
156 8t I IR STeS. CEO R jOU Yo o o Jdael Fox twe werka. TP you shonld £4r0 thﬁn'U”n
more iiwe L wes .'-..'t.:.":'“', vow v13) uler e wrile me Coroan f‘:>rt.;. wdon, 1 1"1'>‘t
you w4l fine ke relisf Lhat you deslee, nd thel you will ,-1‘("'11: AR Eh 8-
by whot you wadte me experienco sy LﬂthnyOL - t_.t youy conntl et om Vrgf‘
witih the deopve o ealeneen of Lrweer Liok YOoeL wicdntaln,
In wiew of Lhe sltitude ravealedly sxprar pod 13". your latters nC Binted
et J, u fnoyoue Loeb oone, ¥oEhail eonoidsr enllicc you beek Yorth rexi AT o
T wope you w411 contime =orh:iies w35k a2 ase) thel T now you have,
F:t ved widl Wieee CAth abundsnt drudt (hese zeoloud affeeto,
crlled a5t Coshexls yeoterday, 7 4wnL K18 td@ citeon for cevaenl raneons,
Y W 1o v Lhe opoortwnddy of mattineg Lo How ity re-
ceint o vou' Tatteor. Genlinm was not ot r'm\ Imh hi- fealiaoe g theres ond
he teol? ne b b t“ﬂ,, ar gleanty of UC”uﬂﬂth nis? b e wltT Ao his hest
to pet Luma Tor me, Mo thowsht he ecould fend e 1o ekt oweell, T will then
send them pn io Lho Postulsbor of the cause, I you will potb vour cietor to
securs hptovar meadicnl tectimony she ern get, I will forwunrd rlao thst to
Fome, 41 you ;117 Klntly Inetruet hex 4o send Lt to ma., B exneat to heve nn
EHFT{'“ trevelation of the 1ife of Dom Placido in the ooursz of 14 pnext few
montha,

8 ke wpenpe .:7:'1“ g';Qn?”}) &
fewmtation of notura ,p(: the

L3

to poy rovicit o your
oy, ag T hafly Ao 21d
o to all the inhobLitonte

in wiud
it oo

Atk

I

i

Artsetionutely vours,
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Apust 30, 1925,

Reveresnd Otheiar Hohmann, 0.
Box 187, Nesasu, HBehams Isl

ey Fether Gthmar:

I recelved your letter yeateardsy Just before
legvine for %t, Paul to sttend the Yunersl of Pather Heae nt the
kestuaption Churoh. I order not to keep vou in loniz suenense ng
to uy altitude towards your teauest, I aw answerine thus egeorly,

Ioneve practionlly dscided within myself Lo withdrew yon from
tne Snbamag next year, I did not ase my wey clesr to do o this
year. The
t

» are many oonglderntions to be kepnt in mingd hy wme in
moraent of the fatheres ~ not only their individusl welfrrs
lnelinsationg, but slse tha welfrre of the Tot2lity of dhe wsork

1 the Lerd bng confided 1o our house, Thus, for instanee, it
FUEY e olear to you thet 1t sould not be for thne welvare of tae
Bahnos migelonn to witndrew you st the presant time, A new wan ig
comiry dowm, who I hove will do well and szay long - Falbner fymond
Lryton of floly Cross Abbey. e wust nweve some tive to get rooainted
witn concitions.

-

The Biahop hus prelsed yonr work end aleo haé a word of eormend: -
tiom Tor tue efforte you have Lesn moking to wdijust voursel? to eon-
Aitiona. He ruprecistss thet it hae been hard Por vou 1o make tnis
adjustment. I know he would fesl very keenly, £ 1 were 1o withdeaw
you thie yesr. So 1 bep you to be netient for arother yerr. In-
douvtedliy yon will anve meny trisle 4w prasticine thies pstionce. Tt
you ara old enourh sned exuerlence? enourh to undteratend that, heraever
wo mre omd whntaver onr work Azy e, onr conet ney ir yut to the test,
and we suet etrive day nfter day to bex natiently Lhe annoysngee ne
irritstiong and dlacpmainueente thnt Inevitenly w110 2vtea, votn from
our own Iugufficiency end frowm tne ineafflency of men ana Lrin n nxornd
wee  TT ds ony thisg Gnlly steucels thot we way atrong, i€ we don't, in

g cownrdly menner, try to cscnpe from the work whioh Nz heen inroged
unon ua. '

. Praying thzt (fod nlesg yan nad let you find comanlozion, even in
¥ageen, in the work thst you nre dofne for fie honor rnd the eslvrtion
of wgouls, T an :

Affectionately yours,
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Yovenber 18, 19z,

Hev. Othamar Hohmunn, 0.%.45,
Box 187, Nasgau, Bzhonw Talands,

Desr Mbther Othmar!

Today 18 the fengt of your haly patron.  Fhile 4
wag I othat wyote lagh, yet T do not =igh the dny to pasg without
sending you grectines on the day of vour Pepst. 1 cowmendad you
agnecinlly at ¥ase this rorning, 7T hope snd prey that you =111l
emuleote your holy patron in Hig total devotion to the service of
the Hepfor.,

About three werks o anothar letter sAdrazgsd o you ny the
Postulstar of she ceuere oF Plaglido Ricenedl arrivad here. Suesnaeting
that 1t gommuined notning elee Yy o request tont you send thoe documents
recuceted An o letter of lasc gopring by the Poetulator, I opened {4, and
foumad thot T wne correct in my eurnlse, ¥ had s2lready obtoined throvugh
X Tosher o toetimoninl Trom Toctorn denky. T

; gre gending it T wixhegd
to are Noctor donry, buil T found no aunertunlty o do so vwatil ehout
LRo wacke ppo. [ orent tae tentimondal to the Postulstor yeatorday,
alone =Ath a Jeptar erpleinine #hy 1 nad not gotten oiner teetinontals,
bt affering ny porvieso to #o% othors in cree adlitionat testivoniale
aye resirod,

flroenpgad gnincidenga! “Thile Mutney 99 0les wag Lranecricing the
levtor for oo on the typewselver, I looked ot tue lotezt fzeme  of the
Aety apostolicae Sedle, micen hag Just srrives. ITn 1t T found tnst the
saered Courregation hnd voted to sllow ke Introduction of the onune
of Jion Placido'a peatification and tist the Holy Patner nag iven hig
npurovel .

I bevn done oobhidne in tao mutrer of gotting wmedicsl tastimanisle
To cover Lhe cuase of your sistor, e vou di1d mot Infieste to me whnt
dactors Lrestel her, an’® I heve Saem Loo bury Lo o out Lo necertrin
thely ndvee, which I suppese I oould abTein Frem your payents. I reslly
have Loo mach oty of py om to find time for theos maTtRre.

It may inrereet you nnd the Wothners in the Hehnrman to ¥now tant
yesterday T wrote Cardinnl Mmasoni, tne Prefect of toe Provapanda
tnat we are willing to ecoent his Inviiation to ke » Toundstion st
Eniten, Gninm,  Betore doing g0, T called fop volunteers, heoause T
d1d nor wich %o wmeke » promise to the Cardinel whilen eomls not he ful-
£311ed.  Netaeen Wegnerp end Clerice tnevs were nineteen wnn toald me
thet ihey wonlad be willing to po, if T should recueet 4%, Tf the Cardi-
nel neeenie us, I exvect fo weke o Deginniny witn four Patrera ot the
enad of tnis seneol yeur.

ening you and your ce-sorkers every Dleseing for the spnroaching
advent-olde, T am

Your deveted anbbot,
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Maroh 17, 1956

Rovegrend Othmar Ohmanu, O.,%.0,
fox 127, Nasgau, Dahamc. Ielanda,

Lear ratier Cit;.hmar:

I ewn sorry that I muet curalin rening
you ithat you have not yet sent me your anovunl sbtotew
aent. I hooe 4t »i1l not be necespary to do mo arain,
Thie i 2 olsar duty of abedionce, ap it 18 part of
our rle that an anmanl etatement be gubmltted. *hy
ther ahould I be put to the Meaprecable bosk and to
the trouble of zeminding your  You will pleese gand

¥ vithout delay.

I have net yob hod the oppertundty to vigli youy
Tollo, Mo% ealy oo my time been Sadep up very fully,
tut } Love been somevhst afrald to Arive over to thelr
pPluce on accowsh of the condltion of ths roads off the
vadn Bioligye. 1 hove, howetver, 10 te able to ped to
“nite Park besome the end of tils woer, sinee the melte
ing, of the vnow hos now gel wu.

wlehing you evexy blescing for the npproschins
Fasclon ard Eustertlle, I wn

Nevetedly yours,
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The Priory
NASSAU - RAHAMAS

Feast of St. Renedict,
March 21, 1936

Ri. Rev. and dsgr Father Abbot:

Herewith is my financial statement. Tt has bsen ready for some time
but I must have too carefully misplaced the blank which you sent me at
Christmas time. After hunting for it where I was sure I had filed it I
do not want to wait any longer so am sending in the fitures on a makeshift.
I knzp that T deserve a scolddng, both for delay and for midplacéng the
blak .

The houss was rather qulet and sesmsd amply after the Abbots had de-
parted. We all snjoyed your viasit very much and only regretted that we
wers able to gpend so little time, with you. Things since then have been
even busier. A Broup of privats catschumens ae a result of the ilission
teke mueh of my time. ‘Yenten sermons and on Sundays three to four sermons
with Sunday school and all the other details of sesing peopls etc. makes
me fesl pretiy well fagged out by Sundey evening. The headaches and dizazy
apedls continue concomitant with the dlgestional trouble, To give tha
intestines a good glushing helps matters a lot; but meny a days work is
spoiked or much hampered by inability to concentrate or stay at a thing,
Often it i1s a feeling of being only half alive, The pest weeks with vioclent
rainstorms and chilly epells have lhelped matters a lot. T know that I
should not complain, and I know you will not take 1t in the spirit of
whining. I should try to get out more and do manual work and get into a
good sweal hut byythe time I even get into ths day's work the dey ia gone
end with every evefing taken with devotions or instuctions except a very
occasional night, what is not dons by supper time will not be dene at all,

I am more than ever sure that I would like to Dbe transferred this swnmer
that 1g as soon as you cenveniently can do so., I feel certaln 1t will be
very mueh betler for St, Francis parish to get & chenge.and far better for
me physically and spiritually, in fact all ths way around. I was rather
touched by your kindness and consideration during our interview, and how
generously you offered to give me a chenge. I hops * shall not dssappoint
your trust put in me. I am after all glad for . the experience I have had
here and hope I cen liven up again and get some "pep" once more when trans-
ferring to other work and cooler clime., T shall try to g moee informetion
ag to Lust's nature cure and whether they might be able to do somet Ming
for my condition. The great mortification ie of courss that I would 1ike
to do more and hetter work but with an aching puwunding head and dull brain
aggravabsd by long and hot weather its just "pretty tough" I dohope that
His Lordship will see fit to let us swim @own heroe at "Wavecresmt' when the
Bsason is over since to get out te the beach is attended with difficultiee
sach time, both with time and conveyanca.,

., Really I am sorry to worry with what seems like ecomplainta. Do not take
tnem as such pleass; I shall get along nicely yntil I hie northward.

I was deeply grieved 1o hear of James Coyne's death. I admired that lad
and had great ambitions for him. Well, God calls Whom He wille, I sujpose.
That St. Benedict moy blees good old St, Johnds again and anew and manifold
especially the young men and shfolastice and the Abbot is my fond wish
and prayer this deay., A joyous feastday with much consolation!

Devotedly in St. Benedict,
Y &z.’i?‘;s
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The Priory

NASSAU - BAHAMAS
May 15, 1936

Rt. Rev. and dear Father Abbot:

Just a few words to wish you most cordially God's blesszing and happiness
for the feast of your illustrious patron Saint from all the oceupants of
the "third Bloor back," or "the rosst":s as wae call it. All:, are wall,
and very busy with their Baptism, Firsi Communion and Confirmation classes.
Father Apgbrose is of course mors a pl%ture of goowd nature than ever,dus to
anticipated joy of socon coming home, suppose. We shall all miss him for
the summer, myself sspsclally.

No, I have not forgottien about the albam of the Bahamas Missionswhich
you asked me to gel together. 1T have a number of piletures alresady; thers
are a number of duplicates from other negatives that I am gsetting. If you
go wigh, I ecan write up a nice articls or ruaming commentary to the pleturaes,
which would be degirabls for novices, elerics, ate., 'I anm compiling the in-
formatlion now and hope to have it condenszed and writien up by the end of
supmer. I have gecured some very fine photes since you wera here, Reast
essured that everything will be secured as cheaply as can be done so that
the cost will be by no means prohibitive.

Things woere rather quiel after your geod self and Adsot Vincent had lelt.
It hardly seemed that you bhad been hers; yet one forgets @lmost everything
here with being so occupisd. *an allen Ecken da ﬂraqnt's" I am e2till of
the same mind which I indicated to you when here; namely that I fael it
will be much better for me all around end also for the Missions if I follow
your suggesticn. I have trled to =es it otherwisse.

My dsar parsents wrobs me a chesrful letter and spoke of your kind and
delightful visit to them. Thank you so much for sacrificing ths time; 1t
meant so much to them and to me also. It has been a most delight ful Syring
wlith cool weathsr and gorgeous follage; with so much that I weni to get
done before the end of summer, the oend will be lhere before I know it,
Pardon my abrupt closging; T wanit to cateh today's aittmall. Greet all for
us please, and May Blessed Alecuin secure for you all that is good ehd holy.

Affectlonately in St. Benadict,

%;W&*&ﬁ
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June §, 1934

rerd Othonr Hohmenn, 0.%,5,
7y depcan, Bshe } rlende,

I hove your letter of the 15tk ult., and
¢ you howstily for your peod wishes to the fomgt of
gt Alonirn, '

don plenped to lenr thet yon see werkive: on e allbag
of the Muhava edeofon., I pertievisely om rlensed tiat you
are oleo qritoving informamiion 410ustrotive eI the uismion
and Ite voriont gielions, 1w sure it wil) PYOVe very fie
feveating,

shere ir nethig in pavbiouloey thed 1 fos1 I ghonld wurite
yeu. The news wil? be nerved you by the Oblate and the Hecord.
Yecteniey tues- eve twe Tivet lasoes ot Gold Turing - cathers
Levjiumin wue tarelen, and one at o, @ Lolwel - Pathor Lousnng,
The seit 21 ruy their (dret @ aos eitber on Gorsms Uhrinti
Pay or next ~wntly. fcv*::y e hagin our firet Yelrast, -hich
A1 L comiucted iy Pother Leds L3tobel cf ey whizco.

I cvppose Nie lordeldp tho ik wowlll ownt to keep you
in teeewe witdl the arvival of Fathers Frederie and L peian,
not only becouse he cun hurdly spnen you in thoe sheonen of
Fatter Asbroze nnd Yether Cuabri el, ot aleo Lecause you 411
Le voeful in dnetauciing your succesgor in tho wOrk you hnve
been dofws.  Yutier Lunston boging Mo retrect ol o, rfervnerd's
AbLiey Llids svening. e chould be -4t vou by the ona of the
montl,

o ing you to pive my greetinrg to your conufrevss ans

W

ankin: Yod to blece you, I rm

fffeetionately yours,
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The Priory
NASBSAU - BAHAMAS
July 20, 1936

Rt. Rev. Alciun Deutgch, 0,.%.8.,D.D,
Collegaville Minn.,

Rt. Rev. and dear Father Abbaob:

Thalk you for your letter of June 8th, We wers ceplalnly very pleased
&t the arrival of Father Dunsgtan and have had a nunber of enjoyanle chats
and reviewing of 3%t. John's news, ete. His Lordship the Bishoep has not
sald anything sbout my leaving., I shall have a talk with him one of tnesa
days. S8ince he is gelting ready to leave for the North I know he is very
busy. Yes, certainly, I expected to stay until the two new Fathers arrive.
T have been working overtime trying to get done the things that I know
the bishopfwould like to have. It has beeyrather slow work dius to so nany
interruptions since the parish work goes oh just the same and it seems one
Just fannot gel up the speed und endurance in this clkmats and this time
of the year. T want chiefly te get the status animarum up to date as far
as 1 can; that is,make my notations on all the census cards and lgave what-
ever information may be useful to ny successor, I am way behind but hopa to
gel along this week. If neess=ary I certainly want to stay to help my
successsor get started. There are over 760 adults end over 600 under 16 yiv,
on my list in thisparish and that ie guite & number. Hence if you will "let
me use my Jjudgment a little as to when to leave, I would he deeply grateful.
I would also so much like to take a run of a week or so over to San Salvador
and Long Island, hoth %o get the spirit of the outialands before lsaving
the Bahamas and Lo take some picgures along the.line, uf some of Father
Arnold's caves, etc,, but chiefly to gel some first hand obzervation of
the outiglands. T could help Fr. Arnold elso a little now in his strenucus
work of building ete.,

I do not know of course what you have in store for me up North., If you
still wish to send me to Washington, I suppose I had better find outvﬁpn
the term beging there, etc, I am in hopes that T will not have to rush
home post haste but will be able to spend a little time snroute. Now there
is one thing that you ey have misunderstood; I do not knowy; namely el
I have no particulab aversion to parish work. I don't think you got that
Impression from my expression of opinion. Of course I really never had
any suchﬂﬁ% north before coming here, but if that is what you ses fit to
put me in for the present, I hope I won't prove too bad. I Just wanted
to make sure that I did not convey the wrong improssdon. I certainly real-
ize the impertance of parish work also, I shall especlially make 1t a memento
vhese weeks that God mey direct you rightly if you see £1t tb put me into
training for prochial mission work. FPFr., Arncld'e boat is leaving in alffew
minutes (u expectedly) and he ig rushing to catch it. I am also getting
this off airmail on the way down; hence parden the haste. another thing:
you mentlioned the probability of putting me at the Lust Sanatarium for Some
time to sse whether the digestional trouble, headachs and vertigo, etec Might
clear up. I do not know whether you have given any mare thought to the
matler but if I get a few suggestions from you on the above points, I could
plan thmigs a little. I know how very herragsed you must be with so many
details; T know I cannot expect much of an answer. TPather arnold sends his
greetings and goodbye befors leaving for his post &azein. PEnclosed a faw
snapehots that might be interesting, Hearty grectings and God's blessings

to all the community.
Filially, (b, cOfera/
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o duly 33, 1936

Reverend Uthmar Hohmann, U.4,R,
Box 187, Naspau, PEahama Isglands,

Dear Fether Ythmar!

1 recolved your letter thlse morning and
hasten to plve suoh reply to your inquiry s& I can at the
present time.

fipally, I have not yet ocome to any decleion as to hat poe
I ahall make of you on your return. +he reason for ny delzy
in coning to a deoilsion lies in the fact that I an not yet cer-
tain who will be avallable for service. Father Yerome s etill
glck «nd the proespects of his Lelng able to do any work by
geptenber do not loock good. Jather Chiristopher cane home yenter-
day from the hospital in 3t. Punl. Ho had an opsration a month
ago for the removal of the gall-bladcer, mt bie recovery has
boeen sonewhat slower than anticipated. Iather Foland will nroh-
ably be able to do =zome work, but I an not yet certain. A rTe-
cent revort from New York saye that Father Patrick has not yot
recovercd satipfactorily from the attack of pnourionin whioh he
hed in Februsmry. Father Mdwin will probably he able to take care
of hils parish again by September, Father Sebastian, I imarine, .
le cuite out of the running.

the prospeots therofore nre that I may have to use you forx
parish work, in which cage I ourht to have you here by the rdd-
dle of September at the latest. Anyway, 1t will not be Nnoceaeary
to make any inquiries aw to ocoursen at fhe Univarnity. “hould 1t
be nossible 1o send you there this coming year, there will at11l
be time to make arranpemente in September.” Ag to goinur to Dr.
Luat's, 1f there is suffiofent time, I have no objection {f you
gton off there on your way Morth. Put possihly your txouble will
Msuppear, or at least pradually Luprove, after you have come NHorth.

For the present all that I con say ie that you mey leave down
there an soon ap it &8s poseible for the Patlers there Lo et olong
falrly well with the work without you, Of course, the ney men will
not be able to do for some tiwe all that you buve baen doinc., Mo
douht, the Sishop and the Pathers and your people w111 ridsr vou.

I think this 4s all that I oun tell you at the present time.
1 repret that 1t is 7ot wore definite, but 7 w411 write yon again

ag goon as I have gotten to see my way more clearly as to the
appointnents Jor next year.

Apwing God to bless you und beggdng you to give wy greetinga
to the reomt of the Fathera and to the Srothers, I am

Affectionately yours,
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The Priory
NASSAU - BAHAMAS
August 7, 1936

at. Rev, Abbol Alcuin, 0.8.B., D,D,
Collegeville winn.

Rt, Hev. and dear Father Abbot:

Thank you very kindly for your letter of July £&ud. T realine of course
vhat you mist be perplexsd to £111 all varanciee before Fall add cannd
very well send me to the Catholic U as you had suggeeted, IT T may e
dfate a p.eference however, I feel really that I would like to be in a
place where there would se converts to meale. Thils work down here in a
way getn into one's bhones; bat T sappose thel now in a good number of
our parieheg converht work is more Jdony now.

The Bishop lsoft Mondey sand wants tojgﬁmply with your wishes and re-
lievs me by September 1, He will write,f& scon az he speshks to the tws
who are te come down herg, I understand their sumnmer couras was delayed
by meveral wseks. T have not guccesded in ing over to Long Island and

Salvador yel end it do not look BT 111 geb over thers

wzaks hoant. can g and to taks along my records and
gork o ln spare Father Dunsten will be leaving in a few
suppose. At any rate if you want me by Zept. 15th  why I shell
heat Lo be there. T would certainly like to leave here Just as
pozslible bat weald not liks to work hadship on the orgenizgbion
T have boen try Long Tsland cince wintsr but A Y
somegthing at 9v re; I weald like to get Jjust z look at
sive @ livihle more dirget experience b

any chance hto asend time with D,
1 spend 2 1ittls Liae enroate at Weshi
iz in Puffalo, So. Bend, LaPosrte and
g ot Lime T gver get Basi. flashington
whien T passzd through thers. All thiz T would of

T owoaldd
ton, .
Chicezo, i
gspecizlly intrilgued
course like to do vat I realizes that you may be qui.e shert of wen this

(o
> N

Fall.

Ay headachaes and lack of “Ypup! is shout the T am In good hépes
that will elzar up with colder cllmats and a « : Ong gets prelty fagged
by the middle of the summer here; uo raesplte from the heavy Sundsy proram
with three sernmons and all the rest, or the continual catechetical work
during the wesk. I shall use every momant to clean up whatever I can;
espeelally ths census records. I lope to feel Fit and fing when T geb up
there., Thebt's ancther rsason why T wanbted to spend & little time enrate,
Well anyhow I am leaving here just as soon gs T can.

I have all prints pretiy well errenged for the proposed lectiure on
tha Bahamae Missione which you allowed me to have made abt the Catholio
Trugh Society England on filslides It T do may go myself, I think it
will be Tine ,cneap, and conwenient with no danger of breaking expensive
glass slides, I have been trying hard to get certain interesting prints
and negatives., Some I will unot have for & few wesks yet. WNow if you
will trust to my judgnent I shall send the printe off to Zngland right
from here; if you want to look at them first I will of course send tham
to you;dT could send you a list of titles if that would suffice. T an

P,T.O.
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of course disappointed that I ‘€Wiald rdt'Hé¥e the set to take along witime
but T shall have it soon after arrlving up there. I have secured some
excellent photos that I could never lwe taken mpself. Arranging with the
sis¥ters of Mt, St. Vincent for a like set has also teken time. I hope;
in fact I feel sure that you will 1like the set very much, . .

I hope you can fatien up Fr, Ambrose and dear old Father Gabriel liks.
wlse. They also got away from here later ihan expected so I suppnsé that
we cannotl expect them back go soon; that will also or way make it a little
harder for me to pull out. At any rate, I hope you can let me spend a
little time out East; but agsain, I do not want to be too selfish.

May this find you haffe and hearty end with no more edditions to the
list of mick and incapacitated. Please pardon my writing on both sides
of this sheet to save airmail. Wiéshing you and all the Fathers.€lerics
and Brothers God's blessing and a happy Feastdey on the 15th, I remain

Filially,

Lty asp
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August 19, 1928

Bov, Othmar fohmamm, 0.8
The Priory, o
Nogsan, Hahuma Talande

My dear Father Othmer,.

I dontt jmow Just what reply to make to your lotter of
August 7. TYou sxpross several wishes theredn, but you seem to undepr-
stand that {5 may be d1ffilcult Lo fulrill than.

From New York the resort enuss that Pather Fre
has an infection {n his thunb. T had s telegram from Fatiier Ho
yeaterday expressing the Clear that Yataer Fredevic miznt have to re-
main in the hospltal on agcount of his thumb for zany weeks. Fortun-
ately, a tolegram received thias mowrning Frow the Uishop seys hhat
Fethep Tredfgrleta eondition 1z amuch improved todhy end that the doe-
tor faels confldent that he may travel {o abaat three weeks; he adds
that Father Marclan leaves next week for Nassau. Possibly the Sishop
may want you, therciore, to stuy even somewiut longnr than aoriginally
contemplated. ~ I wauld regrot this both Yor your sske eud for my
galz, Hat 17 thoy connoi tozlond without you in Nasseu untild
Father Froderic arrlves there, [ suppose we shell nave toa submlt with
a3 good grace as wa can to necessity.

If Pather Dunstan fsars Lbst he will zet an attack of
hay-fever as soon as hie gets back lere snd that he will taem have to
go to Duluth to heve some cozfart, he ht slmost Just as well stay
down in Nassan until the nay-Tever season L1: past. OF enurse, it
vould not be pleasant here sinez it would bhe difficult to fili fda
classes,and to let them yo withovt reoiting until th: end of the
month ap thersabouts would be unfatir to thz ' Fat 41 he
woulnd want te go ts Duluth, ne eluogses)
at sometniaz will be goined ! ides to mein
there, T w111l leazve the declsion conscisnes and oradence of
yoarsel! and Fz inop Lulorms as thuot he w11l ve

her Dunstan,  The &
in Klnneanolis tomovrrow eventing,

We are in the widst of sur rotreat and my tisme is very
mueh taken up, I will therefors with merely thls acaition, lhat I shall
very likely use yo2u elther 1n §t. Cloud ar &t St. Joseon's, Milnneupolls.
0 yes, you express the hope that I will let you spend & 1ittle time out
East; wyou do not want to be 1fish, nowever, as you say. T eppreclote
this expresslen of your willingncss to forget your own wlehes for tae
saleg of the common wellare, T would like to do you the fsvory but in
view af what I have said shove you will see that 1t is nordly sossible,
You nay look forward to an opportunity o sece the East later oh.

Agliiing God to blesa you, T am, wlth gordlal grestings

to all,
AfEfectionately yours,
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RECOMMENDATIONS

Words of His Holiness Pius XI in 4 Letter to the Late Chancellor (Angust zo, 1929):

“'You can do nothing dearer to Us, or more useful for the Holy Church of God, or mote honotable to noble sons
of your Father St. Benedict, that, that, exerting the whole effort of your wills, you should supply the University of
Peking, on the one hand, wich the men best fitted to govern, to teach, and to bring up souls in piety, and on the other
hand, with the equipment and instruments necessary to teach the sciences properly, as well as with funds and revenves.”’

Letter of the S. Congregation of Propaganda to the Hierarchy of the U. S, (May 1931):

Your Excellency:

I earpestly commend to you the bearer of the present letter, His Excellency the Most Rev. Celso Constantini,
Archbishop of Theodosia and Delegate Apostolic to China. .

For prior to hisreturn to Peking=-~he is journeying through the United States of America with the object of exhort- )
ing both the clergy and the laity to work for, and contribute to, the Cacholic University of Peking.

For the Catholic University of Peking is & great undertaking, exceeding dear to the Holy Father, because it gives
promisc of feaping most abundant fruits among the countless people of China, who in these latter days are reported
to be afire with cagerness to acquire knowledge of modern literature and sciences, without being able to do so except
in schools undet atheistic or Protestant auspices. Accordingly, I beseech Your Excellency to do everythidg in your
power to assist by help and advice the aforesaid Most Excellent Prelate, to the end that there may be established in
America a permanent and organized movement, whose purpose it shall be to insure the maintenance of the aforesaid
University by moral support and annual subsidies of money, in such wisc that, being placed on a solid basis, it may
for the future flourish and progress without any fear of failure. Surely the Catholics of Ametica, to whose energy and
merit the above-mentioned University owes its origin, will never suffer themselves to be ontdone by the Protestants,
who have built up their Univérsity at Peking with the finest equipment possible.

Conf/eying, then, to You the thanks of this Sacred Congregation, and cordially wishing you every blessing, I
profess myself to be

Your Excellency's most devoted in the Lotd,
Wm. M. Card. Van Rossum, Pref.

Words of the Apastolic Delegate to China (Address to the Crusads Convention at Niagara University, Juna 30, 1937):

"'One of the foremost itportant cultural institutions in China is the Catholic University of Peking, a foundation
made by the American Benedictines and maintained by contributions and donations of the Catholics of America. Un-
fortutiately this University is suffering at the present time a very grave financial crisis, due to the lack of a properly
organized system of support. I take the liberty on this occasion of entrusting to your assistance and catc the financial
welfare 6f this distinguished University—a University that is well deserving of your heartiest interest and support.
This University is a stronghold of missionary activity in China. I commend, therefore, to your solicitude its dire needs.
I beg your earnest support and cooperation.’’
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The Priory

NASSALU - BAHAMAB
August 25, 1936

., Yev, T‘a;tl"uf'r‘ Ablaat Alcuin, 0.9.R,,
E

11la, Minn.

vollesav

Joiher I'.'ﬂmﬂ
Bat T communi

\Wr % Ch kS

him, Tt has cartal Daon a lul:msarc 'blj havs J
for two menths, %el! i The gy

d a2 Jebter
B »otyL any results wedd
"
173

he able o ar“‘v@ np th Sept, 1 i eole;
from the Tus quA\l:ium sey lng thal a stay ther
be aheut a uu“+h o mlx waeha, % we shall o defer that, T apwa-
ciats that you would likse te let we spend \:; »i“u Uﬂh Zost; as it ia you
can bardly do any M Iferently at bue pres sht I sen. T nole Lise apnoint
ments you have in mind for me. Tell, T am hv,lqb and proying that §¢
will-not be 9L, Clouwd., You koo g.on an tuo.w- that 18 4 epent quite

some Zeusrs the time T wap working ete. 11‘ places in the world
I would cartai feal unlfamlliar, Y ie gmbarrasssd Lliere, OF

oouraes, Feother
hag T mappose the Gt 2
thet T would lﬁe gl 11]‘.{& an o pedas
mud, T think that you understa
—

that 1t will *10* be "‘* G
fowsvar that von will :fzo‘t

fe)

<

v
[0

One does not realize thal he haw grown into the hoarts of some people
at lezst wntil one lewves, These days ave ratber "to gh"  novw that people
krnow T oaum goling, and with a1l thely faalte or lumegined fanlte these people
are quite affectliorate. Al tlmes | hardly kaow whether to laugh haartily
or to co:mwiww gte; I hope to glean sume mMors zood enecdstes from the
procegs

“ell, T went to get thig off Dunastan on the boat so pardon
the hurry. Hday God gulde you in ig; end lelp me to coms up to
the wmark in my nezt azsigmwaent. Hoping to sec you all hele and hearty
soon, I remain,

Fil4ally,

(é (=
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Radio Telk by Father Othmar Hohmann, 0OS% Mandan, North Dakota 12 October 1936

Our ?resident by proclaemation on this dry invites the people of the United States
to observe Columbus Day in schools and churches and other suitable placed "with
appropriate ccremonies expressive of the public sentiment befitting the anniversary
of the discovery of America”.

Just edght weeks ago I stood un the foredeck and under the sail of a 100-foot
Bahamian freightboat about the size I judge of the memorable flagship of Coluubus.
Mine was the rare privilege of making a pilgrimage to that lovely isle forever made
memorable -- and sacred -- by the great discoverer on that morning, October 12th,
well nigh four“and 8 half centuries ago today. I had been on the water only three
days, Columbus two months.

Forgotten now was that rough voyage and attendant seasickness —- as our sturdy little
craft glided into the smooth opal waters of Riding Rock Harbor and I drapk in the
vista before we. How this must have enthralled the great mariner who with his
gallant wen lended here four hundred and forty-four years ago. Then as now, those
soft, silky, creamy white coral sands sloped gently down into crystal clear waters,
Very probably those same honeycombed weather-beaten rocks bordering the beach saw

the Santa Maria, the Nina and the Pinta moored out in this beautiful harbor where
now our anchor was rattling nolsily down into its brilliant waters.

Surely this place was sanctuary, this spot of mementous happening, this lovely
charming 1ittle iale enshrined in tropic seas, mile-deep, sparkling with huves and
tiate, indescribably beautiful, of ultra-marine, turquoise, and rich green. Here
was a land of constant sumner, fanned by balwy tradewinds laden with the tang of
mighty ocean and scents of inland Jungle.

Truly, the warm poetic goul of the great discoverer would scarce have selecred a
setting more ideal for that romantic hour, October 12thL, as these silvery sands
advanced the standard of the cross and the flags of Spain while a priest intoned
and Columbue and his men with singing hearts and tesrs of joy made response before
the wondering cyes and ears of a strange race, voicivg their fervent Thanksgiving
in the Churxch's age old hymns. MHere they planted the cross and congecrated the
place with that sweet name, San Salvador - Holy Redeemer.

Today the most imposing object in the tiny settlement is the Catholic migsion,
erected some years ago, I am happy to say, through the fine gencrosity of New York
Knights of Columbus. A few hundred yards down the besch a simple crude wouden
cross, roughened by weather, bleached by tropic seas, looks out to sea and watches
the spot where fn the centennial year 1492 was offered up the first Holy Mass on
the island since the days of Columbus. Where Columbus and his men saw groups of
excited naked Lucayans, long since vaniched, leisurely groups of good natured
Bahamian Negroes were now sauntering down to the beach to welcome the fortnightly

mailboat.

This lovely outpost of a vast new world then saw the climax of that stirring drama
which brought its chief actur From obscurity, mistrust, ridfcule and discouragement
into the sudden limelight of undying fame. He it was who had dared question the
ignorance, the myths, the superstitions of the populace and pompous learning of
worldly-wise alike.Through elghteen long years of effort he would not be discouraged
nox thwarted from putting his theories to an honest test. Here then, in this vast
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page two

expanse of acean deep came the reward to hisg noble persistence, his undaunted
coursge' and daring, which changed the history of the world and was for him the
peculiar, universsl renown that ig his, and given him a2 distinctive place swong the
greatest of the world's great.

To every school child is familiar the story of his long struggle, success, and
reverses. Reasoning from what he could learn at that time of navigation, astronomy,
and geography, he persisted in his theory that the world was round, not flat, and
that by sailing westward he would eventually reach new and strange lands, the Indies,
he thought. His own native city, the courts of Portugal, England and at first
Spain turned a skeptical, even a scornful ear to bis proposals and petitions for
support. Repulsed at the Court of Spain, Providence, it secms, guided his weary
feet to the monastery of Santa Maria de la Rabida, seeking food and shelter for
hinself and son. Here a simple friar, Father Juvan Perez, becane his close friend.
Through his agency Columbus finally got a favorable hearing. A cardinal of the
Catholic Church interceded'for the darivg enterprise and the axpedition became a
reality. Under the roof of this humble mopastery, with the knowledge and advice of
the friars, Columbus pexfected his plens. At length on the worning of August 3rd,
1492, at eight o'clock in the moroing, with supreme and firm trust in God, with
unflinching determination, the great Admixal launched out into the unknown,
travelers' untried ocean with only three small vessels, the Santa Maria, the Nina,
and the Pinta. Alongside a modern ocean steamer, these would look much indeed like
& puny pllot or tug beat., On board was a band of some one hundred twenty sculs
from different nafions, wany of them half-willing, half-doubting at joining so
bazardous an undertsking, There was reason indeed to cause aunxiety to the bravest
captain, products of the ignorance and feor of the time, looking perhaps timidly
out towards the lLiorizom. What would they find there? Horrible sea munsters,
boiling seas of which they bad been told? Would they eventually plunge off the rinm
of 8 flat world into a horrible abyss of nothingness?

What thoughts,what doubts and fears must have crisscrossed through the noble mind
of the captain as he stood long watches through starlit nights, observing his
magnetic needle, scanning the mew stars rising out of the western horizon, his
eye melted intently at the line where sea and sky met. How he must have studied
his motley crew wondering: Would their doubting minds persevere in the trust
reposed in him? And yet, no doubt did he cver breath easier with renewed firm trust
in God and his own reasonings. "Santa Maria, he had christened his flagship. Hie
writings begin thus: "May Jesus and Mary be always with us." TIs this the echo of
the frequent asspirations of his great soul during two and one half long months of
suspense? Yet no terror could move his placid mind to turn back. And finally,

on the night of October 11th, from the deck of the "Santa Maria", his sleepless
eye caught a glimpse of morning light in the West!

What suspense while awairing the dawn! Was that faint glimmer but the phantom of
an exhausted brain? But with the morning went up the delicious cry of joy from agll
hands: "Land! Land" Land!" There it lay, hills, forest, flowers, a deluge of
green in all its reality.

Thus the Admiral, despite scoffs, ridicule, difficulties and dangera had reached the
outposts of a New World, thinking he had found one of the Indies to the realization
of his life's desire. We know the stir caused by his arrival home on March 4,

1493, his sudden rise to the heights of fame. True to his ardent zeal he took along
with him on his second voyage a Vicar Apostolic and twelve priests to plant the
Christian faith in the newly found regions, Columbus would be true to his beautiful
name, Christopher - "Christ beerer" would he be to the newfound world.
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Page Lhree

Not resting on his laurels he would yet further discover aud explorc. We know the
story of his three voyagus; the discoveries of the islands of the Caribbean, the
coasis of Central and South America. Mis bricf triumph ended after his second voyage
when he became a victim of envy and misrepresentation until the close of his noble
life. " MNow like his career to the classic heroes of old, to that of many of the
truly great, from delirious trivnph and adulation of the fickle multitude to fall
into contempt and disgrace, from royal patronage to chains, Broken in strength he
breathed his last at Valladolid, May 20, 1506, seventy years old, not dreaming

of the magnitude and grandeur of the New World he had found.

The human hesrt is stirred at such epoch-making deeds of herces. It is the appre-~
ciation of the fine noble charscter of Columbus that leads us to the annual
commeworation of this day. Deeply ingrained in human nature is the instinct to

hero worship; and well thst it is so. The great men of the past are the hooks from
which we learn, "Words teach, examples draw", well said the sage of old. And

50 we pause in admiration and consider what manner of man was this grest. Yet
practical dreamer, harmoniously blending in his fine character the qualities of

the haxdened lifelong mariner with gentleness and cordialirvy, iutense enthusiusm

and adventurous spirit with prudence and calculation,; the ewinent student thinker
and scientist with ardent romantie soul, the gallant man of action and winning -
personality with sincerity, humility, kindness, consideration, uprightness of character,
straightforvardness toward his fellowman; the man of the world and worldly affairs,
with the man of prayer and practical piety, frugal, temperate in success, patient,
resigned and serene in disgroce. While intent upon findiug new fields for man's
endeavor and glory, wealth and renown for his soverign, yet alvays animated by higher
notions: God's honoxr and glery, the conversion of foreign peoples. To his last
dying breath was his soul aflame with the fiery zesl and spirit of the crusader so
that he would yet show all his resources and final yeaws of life into the project of
reconquering the Holy land from the Turk. Truly, "there was a man". There, my
friends, we have the secret of his success and undying love. His abiding childlike
faith and practical plety are the dominating motes of his character, It was this which
carried him through long years of weary disappointment over a vast mysterious ocean,
which kept him modest and unassuming through the heights of glory as also patient and
serene through the depths of disgrace and ignominy. Coluwmbus was first and foremost

the fervent Christian.

His work gave the world our vast country, a home of freedom, for future prosperity,
brilliant prospects, vast: resources, replete with opportunities, new fields for liuman
endeavor, asylum for the persecuted, new life to the people of Europe. Even after
the lapse of centuries our richly favored and beloved land of America rightfully,
dutifully, and gratefully holds in deep veneration the name of Columbus.

Tet, admiration without imitation of his qualities is little more than jdle flattery.
"Lives of great men all remind us, we can make our lives sublime." Today there are no
new continents to discover. Yet is the world and, too, our dear beloved land beset
by problems so grave and movements so dark and purtentious thal we need today, as
never before, clear minds and stout hearts and noble characters like Columbus.

The spirit of Columbus, my dear friends is that which animated your own forefathers
dnd mine to leave their native lands, perhaps in the face of discouragement, ridicule
and a dark uncertain future. They, too, crossed the immense ocean and vast expanse
of wild territory with brave hearts and faith in God, to seek new horizons for themselves
and their progemy. The fruits of their undaunted courage and perseverance we reap

today. And these very days is threatened this heritage of ours by those agents of
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page four

destructlon who would (to quote their ovu words) "love from within" and bring to

wreck and ruin all law and ordér, all brrest government, all frecdom, all'Christianity.
You koow well what I mean. Behold the once fair and happy land of Spain, the very
land that sponsored the voyages of Columbus, this mowment fighting a bloody and awful
battle for its very life agodnst horrible foes of anti-God propaganda and ruthless
persecution under the guidance of Red Russia.

My friends, it is a platitude to say there is much to be remedied in our political

and social order. To bring about safe, sane vemedies will require Just such gpirits
as Columbus. Neither was the world at his time a path of roses. He took what could
be had at the time, thought and reasoned, proved and tried, bravely but not ruthlessly,
but first and foremost the man of prayer. Those were after all, ages of faith.

Like the great Columbus, while we busy ourselves with the world about us, while we

play our part in the march of progress, while we strive to make a better living for
ourselves and dear ones, while we strive even to gratify lawful ambition and enterprisge,
while we toil at bringing about betterment of conditions and social justice for the
oppressed like Columbus, never must we lose sight of the spiritual, the eternal

values. The sterling character of Columbus and the sturdy builders of our new world
must live on. We must fnstill it into those who come after us.
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Novewber 2, 1938

Revereand Othmar Hohmenn, ©.8.0k
Bt, Josephts Reotory,
Nendan, Jorth Dakota,

Lenr Father Uthmar)

On ry return home on Fpturday afternoon
I found your letter and zlso the ¢nologed one aldregsed 1o
Faother Cthmay Hofetetter. %ince it comes from the Fahama
Islande, I fenl quits confident that it le intended for vou
it T aw, therafore, forwarding it to you. I I am migztakon,
et you do not know for whom 1t i intended - I find po Othmar
ilofuetatter in the Catalos of the Owder ~ send it to the Nead
Latter Offion, Houevay, T um quite suie 1t is intended for
you, since 1% ia sment in care of wmoe wilbh lngbructions to for-
vard. 1 do, however, not know vho [N L:-

T aan dslightoed to pather from your Loatter
that you are immensely pleased with youx aasipmment Lo Pandan.

I can only hore and pray that your joy in the place will be a
reranent one.  Aut ~ thers is no heaven on wurelh, and you
will, no doubl, heve trials and troubles «lwgo An liznden. You
#11) free ther nanfully, remembaering that we wuet all follow
Ghrast on the way of the (roem, and that 1t le throush sulfer-
ine that soula are won to Awm. So tzy to boware apeinst taking
too ywch natnrel pleasuve in your wowk, lest iU prove barren
o fruit.

There is no great lmprovement in the conditlon
of 4he sigok members of the commnity. Erother Mark will probably
vt the first to recover from hig opexation} Fathers “11frid,
sebastian, Jerome mnd Cheistopher will reguirve a loafey tine,

~uath cordlal greetings to yourself and the rest
af the housebold, I an

Your devetad abbot,
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November 5, 1836
Rev. Othmar Hohmann,0,5.R
St. Joseph'!s Recdabdyy
Mandan, N.D.

My dear Father Othmar, .

In my letter of yesterday I overlooked to inform you that
Brother Walter, our tallor, will send you the material for a new sult.

Also I made no mention of the books you want. I had not
yet had an opportunity to ascertain whether coples of these books were
on hand. Father Oliver #oday told me that there have been so many re-
guests for these books that he cannot find any spare coples. If you
think you need them, you may order them yourself,

If you can lease & typewriter at a reasonable rate, T
think 1t would be just as vell to do so for the present, rather than
to invest the money in a new one.

There, I think I've answered Bll your reguests. Your
nameday 1s not far off; I do not know whether I shall be at home at
the time - I therefore avall myself of this opportunity to extend my
best wishes. May St. Othmar obtain for you an increase of the spirit
with which he served the Lord.

Your devoted Abbot,

0SB HOHMANN_00147



(Mandan 12/20/36 Fourth Sunday in Advent: (145)

I. This morning Our dear Lord speaks to us again in language, plain, simple, so any-
one may be able to understand. God speaks to us by the mouth of the prophet.

)L./*T- II. Thua He speaks to us constantly by the voice of confclence, through His teaching
Church, through our Christisn doctrine, through the priest or missionary,

I1T.We are to preapare the way to our souls, so Christ may enter tharein), Why?

let us recall a few simple truths of Christian living:

a) We are created to live forsver, to know God, to love Him and serve Him,

b) We are fallen through original sin and by reuson of our peraonal guilt,
are powerless to attaln Heaven through our own efforts.

c) Jesus Christ has pald our debt and also showed us how to 1ive and die,

d) If we have Christ, we have everything. All else is but of vassing importance.

®) Christ really and truly dwells within us when we are in the state of grace,
"He who loves me will keep my Commandments." And the Father shall love him,
and we will come and take dwelling with mim. "Behold I stand at the gate and
knock: he who hears my voice will open unto me. I shall enter by him,"

I¥, What 1s rt in this? You have been created and redeemdd outside of your
own choice, But you will not be saved, unless you co-operate. And you cannot

be saved unless you put forth strenuous efforts to clear the road and rrepare the
way for Jesus to take possession of your sonl.

V. HMake straight his paths. kvery valley shall be filled » those ravages of sin,

deep valleys and holes that have been blasted into your spiritual life, We fill
these up through sincere sorrow for sin, good works, repentance, a new life, making
good any damage done to ouyrselves and others,

VI, Every mountain and hill shall be Rrought low. Past sins and vices, pride, covetous-
ness, lust, anger, sloth. Rigorous penance, self-denial and mortification,

VII. The crooked shall be made straight. Ineincerity, dunlicity, dishonesty, wanderings
away from the straight and narrow. Coming back to the ways of God. low about
socret eins,~-thievking, impurity etc.

VIII. Then shall all flesh see thef salvation of God. Then can the Christchild be

really reborn within our hearts on Christmas Day. "Prepare ye the way of the Lord."
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Christ enters mens' hearts by grace. To cleanse and prepare the soul,-~that is the idea
of the Advent preparation, What a transformation 1f all hearers would % hearken to the
entreaties of Christ's representatives,

NEED CF PREPARATION: Christ came to make all things new.But it ie of absolute necessity
Lo _correspond with God's grace. 8 giveman a free will to choose between Christ and
Satan, Christ leads the way; man is free tol ollow, Of old the Jews said: "We will not
have this man to feign over us! Kdherence to Christ implies constant suppression of

ovil propensities, a lifelong disciplie of self.

CBSTACIES TO CHRIST'S COMING INTO OUR SOULS:

a) Self-sufficiency, pride, which spurns kindly vital apsistance of God our Saviour,
This is the only efficient remedy for the ills of humanity, teo bring Christ into
the daily living of men,--into their hearts, into their homes, into their social
and pdlitical institutions. Withoup Christ's saving doctrine » humanity would fall
back into the degradation of the old ans. In order that Christ may reign within
human hearts, men must remove the mountainous barrier to Hyas coming, the monstrous
pride that would stand against God Himself. The hills too, must bef brought low--
the petty but offensife vanities that hinder the redeeming work of Christ,

b) Duplicity. Crocked ways muet be made straight. "His will is in them that walk sin-
cerely." (Prov. x1. 20) How severely Christ reproached duplicity in the Pharisees.
tow many still try to serve Christ and the spirit of Mammon,--worldliness.

¢) Unruly vessions. The rough places must be made plain, ‘indrances to the reign of
the King within our hearte, Due to the fall of jidam, human passions are in rebellion
againet reason and against the workings of grace. Christ comes to restore fallen

pature, but.,——t.hrough our co-opsration.

"At birth our brother He became."

OSB HOHMANN_00149



ST. JOSBPH'S CHURCH

108 8ro ST, IN. 10,

Yoc. 28, "18%6

Rt. Rev. end dear Father Abbot:

Kindly pardon wy not writing for Christuas. It was of course & busy time right
before egince one man has left. Thenk you very much indeed for sending Fr. Aprno up
to helw out over the holyday We are having some most enjoyable visits together,
I exterd to you my saympethy having agein the most distasteful business of moving
my late confrere here am}t(-mat no doubt came after. I will not ssy much about the
mntter in this letter, n short 1% was a most nouseating business. Thera is no
nse regretting any more over the lost opvortunitics and the mimused telents and
pbilities. Naturally we all hooe that a retreat ete. will bring him to his sensges:
but I donvt it very mmch, It seems that the only possiblility of en smendment for
guch a atate of things is the medicing of the prodigal son,~- dowa to the husks and
the@ swine. Well, nlease don't think me a "holier than thou’, I had always in my
heart defended the fellow and excused him in discussing with otners, Not any Mores

Vaturally the two of us here hove that there will be a third man avallsbde for
Pandan very soon. The youth organizations especimlly will suffer this way. I Hope
Pather Abbot that you do not think me forward in expressing my opinion om this.

Fr. Hildebrand,I think will be good for s good many years yet if he can get his re-
gnlar rest and plenty of 1t. Vith two assirtente tnde wdl1 bs ouite pogsible a;fo.ll
times, Wrat adverse reports you may have heard abon' my pastor here I do not lmow,

I certainly appreciate your sending me to be with him. Chrietmas time again brought
out the good work he has been doing in that every single thing passed off gquistly
and smoothly, no disorder snd everything devout and edifying. It was the most enjoy _,
albe Chrigtmas day I have had for some time though, of @urss, Trursday was a Jmolitout
for Confessions. Father spends his spare time at reading and commands the respect of
all the leaders here. Ag several have told me, he is up on the questions of the

day and when he gives an opinion of a matter of policy there is not mch argument
becanige they know that he has facts and figures to back him up. To my mind ne is
playing the real pastor here, working quietly, living simply and frmgally and not
going ont for publicity but pnshing benin& the lines with Catholid thought and prac-
tice. I have been egpecially impressed with the ¥nights of Columbus here who stand
with him to a man. ptllese fine fellows are to be given the credit that there was

not more sémndal in the recent flings of my confrere who 1y now gone, I mm satigfied
that ¥r, H¢ldebrend hag certainly made Catholiéd life felt and brought shout gome
real improvements during the yesrs he has been here. You no donbt Jmow 211 this,

I am merely eteiing it as reseon for my urgent request that a third men be soon
assigned. Tt will certainly be a good investment to conserve Fnther's health snd
the quiet solid power he wiedids here for things Catholic.

We have Just heard a rumor that Fy, Terrence might be free agmin shortly? It
mignt be hoping teo much for him here but at least it is something to pray for.
I undersgtand hig voiee has not improved any but here the two of us could mske up
for that. I have not seen Pp. Terrence since he left for Chins bui always thought
a lot of him . If he ie still his old self he certainly would "get by big " here,
I mst admire the faith of theee peopls with so many opportunities for scandsl
tirat they have had, Well, 1t would certainly be a trezt to all of us to aet a
man like ¥y, Terrsnce,

I appreciate the contents of your lest wtter, Yes, I am very ha-ny and conten=-
ted, The cold brisk weather is I believe the finest tonic: my only regret lg that
I cannot get out more rignt now. I ams i)l very short on enfarance with ineide
or mental work, botrered guite a bit with distress and headsche and vertiegn. Pleare
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8T, JOSEPH'S CHURCH
108 8ap &Y. N, E.

MANDAN, N. DAKOTA

do not think that I am complaining. I realize more than ever that I am'getting off
mighty easy st that. Yet 1t is dlsapvodtnting end humiliating that I cannot do all
the things I would like to do; especially in more of serjons reading and the like

(I mean 1t) Being arocund the zood pestor makes me realize how poorly informed I

am on many things, I eam still et the census and being out in the open alr walking
brigitly is really a treat besides mecting the lovely little tots that meem so plenti-
ful here., The childrens' singing end the altar boys are a treat and certaidlya
ptinmlus to devotion.

I do not Imow whether Fr. Marcellus' going on the Mission Band will change your
posslible plans in my behalf, but if that straightens him out, more power to him,
If thet might be etill your pban for me, I certainly appreciate your putting me in
& ploce like this for mome time where I can get settled again and get some experience
in parish work under a good pastor, and I reslly thirk, gathering up a little oiﬂ:he
spiritual also,

I wish you the choicest of Cod's graces and blessings and much veace and hpospiness
for the New Yesr and an abundence of splritveal strength in the srduocus duties that
are yours, Poweibly I appreciate that a little more in the lignht of recent hapnenings,

Devotedly in Jesus and Mary,
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Degenbey 31, 1035

Reverend Othmar Hphmamn, 0,%.H,
s5t. Jomeph'e Reotory,
Mandan, North Dokota,

Geayr Father Othmar:

iy cordial thanks to you for your letter:
I wae very favorably ilwpressed by {the spirlt in which it
was written. I shall not enter 1nto any detailed comment
on 1% at the present time. I wmay have something to say to
you later on relative to its contents, and may wunt 4o asgk
you a question or two. Today I shall contont mysgelf in ex-
preczingy my pleapure over the good testimony thet you glve
to Father -~1ldsbrand and the hope that you will continue
to work topether in nutual esteem and hamony eg heretofore,

: I have not conaidared o seoond assistant,
fer the simmle reason that I have no one available at thae prae
gent time. How the rumor that Fathex Tererce would be a¥ail-
able over got to your ears, I am &t a logs to underetend; I
have not eoven dreamed of withdrawing him from Muluth, Pather
Haurice is thare only temporarily and will come book tao the
Abbeay ag soon mg I oan meke some arrangement to £111 Fathey
d11fridts place, in case that he does not recover from his
present paralysis.

I hope thal the abundance of fresh nir that
younre potting will serve as o tonic snd gradually luprove
your health. If you had as much snow up there ag we pot yeaterday,
I am sure that the peowle of North Dekota would look Torward $o
next surmer with renewed hope. Brother Michael tells me that our
Yoather Uureau resistersd a fall of ten and one helf inohes ~
1.53 inclies of moisture.

, Yith renewad good wishes for the new year to
you and Father Ifildebrand, 1 am

Your devoted Abbot,
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ST. JOSHPH'S CHURCH
108 Srp ST. N. B,

MANDAN, N. D.
Feast of St. Joseph,
March 19, 1937

Rev. and dear Father Abbot:

Thank you for your letter of the other day. I thought it wruld
contain & good seolding for my 'usual tardiness in the financial
statement., In moving around I could not find all my notebook skips

at once and notation of all donations to me; I think I remember

the latter quite well and am sending statement herewith. Really,

since New Years there has hardly been a moment to spare; Jjust one
thing after another. Of course one must leave a good number of
things go. I think you yourself realize that three men are urgently
needed in this parish where there seems to be just no end of confes-
si ons and communions. Father is a real pastor; he has these people
going to the OSacraments whedh means of course double worrk at times
but that is one of the things that is keeplng peace in this hotbed,

I dnn't know just where to start but in your letter of last January
you indi cated that you wanted to ask me certain questions at s-me
future date. Certain r:mors have come to me,(or are they just sus-
picions)that there 18 propaganda on foot to get Tather Hildebrand
sut of here, Vet 1 feel confident that yru understand the situation
and would not consider any such a step. I certainly deeply appreciate
your putting me to work with him here,certainly a real pastor. He h_as

gH»ne heroic work in the seven hears he has been here and given sufficie
eRt time, 811l that he has done will be on & more permanent basis., For
instance he has gotten practically every Catholic¢ child into the
parochial school and emptied one public sehool in the Bast end here.
He has fixed up marriages by the wholesake and g»rtten people back to
the Sacaraments expecially the men. The Knights of Columbus have
instituted a fine council here under him, They are behind him t» a
mgn and the future looks very promising indeed; the wyrk with the
knights is bringing out some real filne lay activity. and to see

the lineup at the monthly communions as also with the other mens'
societies 1s trvly edifying. A cigle of Columbigan Squires 1s now
velng organized and I look for some more flne wyrk from this fine
young mens' organizetion. 1 have finished taking cepsus and find
that there is hardly a thing that Father does not know about the
parish; he certainly knows his people. Ivery spare moment he sPends
in reading; his Lenten sermons on%Characters of the R formatid have
caused qu ite some lively interest. He certainly wields the most
powerful intellectual force in the community and that 1s one reason
why he has had such a powerful quiet influence in getting a gnod
stalf of Catholic teachers in the local highschool and give the lay
men confidence and enthusiasm. Really to my mind 7 see in him the
real pastor in thess and other ways. He workd quietly with no
publicity but behind the lines instructing and placing his men

gnd then backing them up. Jt has been quiéé amusing to me and mrst
encouraging. As someone told me the other day: any opponents will
Xnow better than to fight him on any question besause they kn-w

he ia pretty well always right and can pull anything he likes out

of the history of the past centuries. He has a string of ®mnverts
right along for prévate instructlon and certainly dses nnt spare
himself in this and it brings results. Well, I c¢vuld go on llke
this; but I do hope and pray for the salvation of souls that he

can stay here a gnod manﬂyears vet where there are factions and
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ST. JOSBPH'S OOUROIX
108 8rp ST. N. 1.

MANDAN, N. D,

and other vexing problems which I believe very few could handle as
nicely and efficiently. Given another amssistant not afraid of work
what c¢yuld not be donel! I must say these things in all fairness.
There 1s no reason in the world why I should hold a brief for Father.
When I was a boy a8t St. Cloud he never once encourayed me to go to
St John's and I thought, Just considered me as a nonentity. I do
not hold it against him; I can only adwmire the splendid work he has
done here striving for the essentials and no frills whatever. He
has been accused of being unsuciable; wihll if one wishes to put

any time at all to real study in a busy parish like this there will
sikply be no time for visiting, cards ,and the like.

Now as to the distressing situation with the housekeeper, in shoar
she is leading him an awful life at times, She is a little off iIn the
head I am sure; if it is charity that has motivated Father's putting
up with her t'is léng, well, I had not expected to see such heroic
charity. It is of course likewise a cross on me which I try nnt to
nétice; she has tried her best to set me against him and of crrse
zotten quite peeved me when I played the'Knownotning’ I will not
get into gossip with the likes of her; whe will turn everythix back
on me the way she does to Father. Well, I feel really deeply sorry
for her but mare so for the pastor. I suppose it is one of the
erosses,or obstacles the devil 1s trying to Fhirow into some fine

JOYK here. How much has gotten out among the people I do not know
I admire the faith of these people in view of the fact that they have
been scandalized so much during the years that are past. The marvel is
that not more have drifted away from the church.

I do not know what to say about my health; it seems to be nWust one
headache after another with dizzy spells and exhaustion. Rather dis-
couragqing but I try to be passlve. Sundeys I just manage tn get
through the second Wass but have to hold. on to the altar when I
preach due to dizziness. 5o 1ﬂhou hear that my 3unday sermons are
not so mueh why there's the resson; 1 have tried to forecse myself but
believe I would keel aver then. T have t» shorten them to ten minutes
orso. 'The long festing did not dbother me und nly until the last year
in Nzssau; but here it is just all I can &» 1> get through. If T d.
not get outside f»r a brisk walk at parish visiting every day T am
finished for the next day; feels as though the head were Hull of
concrete. ahile down town today T had my blood pressure tewted.
Nothing wrong there evidently, so now what? I would much dislike
a stay in a hospitel for "observation' or even an exasperating
week's bouncing about a clinie, Possibly you can think up some
suszestion by June. Really I mean it when I say that I would like
to do a whole lot more reading and study but with this contrary
head trouble or whatefer 1t be, it's pust almost impossible.

In spare moments I have Wr T&ritten “Cyprignus” which T pro-

duced Tour years ago last Fall and got your permission to publish

it at the time but deferred it to rewrilte at wome future date, I
happened to give the MS. to | N c» 21mumnus ~f St, John's
who just came back from Hollywood tiis winter. Ie was my»st enthusias-
tic about the possibilitles and insists on sending it in for a reading
with a fiew to movie production. W3 cleims he has “influence out

there and knows something about the ropes of getting am M.S. looked

at. So if I have your permission I would like to submit it and see
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ST. JOSDPH'S CHUROCH
108 3rp ST, N. H.

MANDAN, N. D,

whether Mr, -'s prognostications are as rosy as he deems to
think. I have communicated with Fr. Clarus about submitting the
"Great Theatre of the World" and his other Lenten productions

also. Nothing is lost in trying and once a producer takes courage
to put on something like this im real fashion I am certain it will
be a great success. Of "Cyprianus" I am certain that it will be

if only some producer can see the possibiilties., What a wrap that
would be in the cause of Chrisiian dramal! The Jesuits seem t be
sparring around with something judg&ing from what I read in the
Queen's Work and since Emmet Lavery is o in Hollywnod. TIt's
hightime the wonderful wealth of the Lives of Sgints got into the
movies, but how do 1t, that is the question. I was overjomed that

Fr. Dominic had the coursge to put on Gheon's "History of St.
Bernard'and am very interested to know Just how it reacted on the

audiences.

When I finish rewriting the MS. of "Cyprianus" I would like to
attempt novellzing it after taking another "staB" at another Calderon
that I tackled while at S5t. John's. No I am not putting much time
to these things, just a few spare minutes each day; it gets one's
thoughts away from one's troubles.

I would like to put the matter of a typewriter up to you again.

The rental is $3.00 per mo. and a year's rental would meake guite
a dent in the price of a new one. I have written to ¥r, Egbert
to see whether he can get better prices than I could tp here. By
the way, would y»u wish me to apply for 1937 clergy fare® I had
forgotten all about it, but wondering what the summeﬁmight bring.
well, the rest that 1 wanted to ask you I have forgotten so it will
have to walt, I had a very enjoyable visit with Abbot Cuthbert
over in the Bismarck hospital the other day. Thanking ysu for all
your kindness to me especially in the past year and wishing y»u
and the community a most joyous Easter, I remain,

Fillially in St. ?2fed1ct,

¥.8. Pardon the typing on this rather recalcitmant machine.
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