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25 January 1972
Local Board No. 69
Orange County
Sharpe Bldg., 117 Churton St.
Hillsborough, Naorth Carolina 27278

Gentlemens

there
you to

Thank you kindly for your help and cooperation.

to tes at thi is
and th a bon ate
Sincerely,

Re Buermann, 0.S.B.
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moreau seminary QE/-

notre dame, indizna 46556

St. Scholastica
Feb. 10, 1872

Rev., Eifc Buerman, 0.S.8

Box 729
Humacao,

Puerto Rico,

Dear Ertc:

I that it has taken so long to
answer you out Moreau Seminary. I had left
it to my a Paul Wendel. I guess he did not
understand ge.

You know, of course, that the seminary and

the University are different institutions under dif-
ferent auspices.

has to be

ligious s

Tuition i

in the ¢
job by J
who will

Our conditions are:

1. The student (seminarian op candidate)
dccepted by the University,

2. He must be assigneénly a bishop or re-
uperior and guaranteed by them.

4. The cost per semester is £600.00
§ 1o be paid to the University.

fi <t d cond points are taken care of
of u an ate. I shall be out of +his
15t w 1 be dealing with Fr. Jim Kelly,
eo 1 J e.
How are you, Eric? It is good to hear from you.
e
God. bless you -

. AT e
Louis J, Putz, C,S.C.

0SB SCHULTE 00012



‘440[7 Czoss cjaléezs @
MOREAU SEMINARY

Sres oA NOTRE DAME, INDIANA

February 28, 1972

Dear Father Buermann:

Father Putz asked me to answer your letter since I did have
a chance to speak with Raymond Schulte, Louie does appreciate yodur
kind remérks and the influence he has had on your life, You may have
read the spread on Moreau Seminary in the
of a few weeks ago. 'Louie will terminate his rectorship but now is
anxiously looking forward to another cereer with the aged.

It is common at the Seminary for theologians from other
religious commnities and dioceses to join the house, e accept these
men on the basis that they will become a part of the Moreau Commnity
and help that community develon. .So we ask them to pray with us, to
socialize with us, to work with us in house assignments, %We have not
made it a practice to accept college seminarians although we have made
en acception or two. Aind we will be happy to meske an acception for
Ray. . .

Ray wes openi about his finaneial background and his parents.
There is student employment on campus and 1t is possible to obtain a

w j co n the s ol ye about
h or 1 ense 5 ent 1 or $1000,00,
1 1 1o si . He es to at the
Moreau is sorry that we provide some finane kelp
but we are in a bind with a mumber own men who are int sted
in Holy Cross but cannot pay and board:i So e unable to provide
any scholarships or work assi ts in the Semin

Should you have other qQuestions, please write,

In Qur Lord,
[

( ,cse
Assistant Superior

0SB SCHULTE_00013



moréau mmz‘zm‘ry.ég
notre dame indiana 46556

April 10, 1673

The Reverend EBric Buerman, 0.5.B.
Monasterio San Antonio Abad
Apartadc 729

Humacao, Puerto Rieo 00661

Dear Father Eric:

It is ny pleasure to dend you the enclosed staff
evaluation of Ray Schulte. 4s you will see, Ray has made
a wholly favorable impression on us and we are happy to
havé had hin wlth us. May God who has begun thls good work
in him, bring it to completédon !

aithfullziifﬁf
4(4\M,m

28 Lacxenmler, c.S.C.
D rector, Moreau Seninary
; College Program

/

-~

0SB SCHULTE_00014




s er Anton o A

Raymond has a very gencrons apostolic spirit
which he has displayed in his work two after-
noons a week at the Northern Indiana Children's Hospital, =& facility
for retarded younasters. He has also been very good with our Mexican
' in turn have provided him-with the opportunity to

Sisters, who i
keep his Spanish in good. shape 1in view of hi&s future apostolic needs.

1. Avostolic Lifte:

Ray has been a fine asset to the community 1life

of Moreau Semlnary. He fits -in well with students
at eve ry level of College and Theology and has displayed the impor=-
tant personal quality of belng able to enter into some significant.

and mature Triendships with some of the Collegizns. His abtitude

and way of Aesaling with authority here has always been mature; he is
neither timid nor arrogant. Ry is falthful to all the activities

of twe Colkye Program and his contrlbutlon to the housework asked

of* him has been generous.

2.. Community Life:

3. Prayer Life: Ray places high importance on his 1life of prayer.
He 1s fegulidriand frequent in hfs attendance atr

Liturgy and Office. He has a spirltual director whom he sees with

regularity.

L, Personality: Ray is a warm, generous and outgoling percon. He
seens to have a fine alr of self-confidence which
w11l serve him well in his religious and apostolic life; at the sanme
time -- as has been polnted out above -- he ig in no way pushy or
arrogant Here at Moreau ne has displayed a good deal of adaptability
as he had to rmove into a completely new community and to discover
that it was not in every way what he thought it would be. He has
besh able to adapt much of what we. have said about apostolic religious
life to his own reeds as a young man considering a monastic vocation.
There is still a youthfullness about Bay which we twhink should
be pointed out. He has been at Notre Dame rather thsn in & seminary
from “he -beginning becaude he wanted to broaden his eyonriance and
thus hetfter be able to judge hies voeution. We have recommends? to
him that he continue to take eve*v opportunity which his super¢or°
would give him to broaden his expérience ‘and thus to enable hinm
to know himself better and to thus-approach his vocational decisions

with asg much realism as generosity.

5. ¢ Bay 1s a consclentious student whos:Gra de Point
Average is currently about .3.0. .

6. In General: It has been a pleasure tb have Ray with us this
year. We are appreciative ofhthenccontriblitions

that he has rade to our life here; and we have been pleased to

nave been able’ to serve his relgious formation and personal

development .
Father James Lackeﬁmler. c.S.C.

Father Donald abbott, C.S.C,
April 1, 1973 Father Richard Rutherford, €.S.C.
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16 April 1973

ery €.8:Cs
Notra Dame, Indiana 46556
Dear Father Lackenmiert
a You the thorough staff evaluation of Ray
lte ast »
Of course, has for you alse, )
and that he 1w » S0 that his
s wo
1y t he/

#ill continue to develop the rich gifts God has given him. Pleass con4
tinve to pray that he may reach his goals, both immediate and mere 1onfg-

range., . i

Cordia]-]-y'

Eric R. Buermann, 0.S.8,
Priecr

0SB SCHULTE_00017



16 April 1973

The Reverend James E. Kelly, G.S.C.
Rector

Moreau Seminary

Notre Dame, Ind!.ana 46558

Dear Father Kellyi

Since I have just this minhute finished ing the staff evaluation of Ray
Schulte which your confrere Father James Lackenmier sent me last week, I thought
it opportune to slso send you a shart note before the matter becomes burtéd under
end-of-the-yesxr-itis.

In the name of our commumnity as well as in my own, I want to thank you and your
entire staff for the wonderful efforts you have expended for Ray the past year.
First of all, in accepting him intc your » according to the original plans
made through Pather Putz, and then far helping him to foster a deeper and more me-
ture spiritual iife in the Seminary. I know from his latters during the year that
at first he had some diffleulty in adjusting; beceuse—as the sta€f evaluation also
noted-~the new ty Was not exactly what he had expected.

The fact that he did adapt is & credit not only to him but aleo to you aﬂ? yéur
taff for providing the kind of climate and acceptance where such adapbatf)pn
became pot only possible but also fruitful. . \.‘

Thank you very much therefore for all you have done for him and so for our e‘\ltire
community. We hope we can now continue the work that God has hegm in hiw and which
you have nurtured so well, And if the opportunity should ever arise, I hopa that
you would allow us to reciprocate in as far ag we are able the great kin 8 that
you have shown us. '

Cordially,

Eric R, Buermann, §.3.8.
prior
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monasterio san antonio abad / apartado 729 / humacao, puerto rico 00661

I, Brother Raymond George Schulte, native of Cincinnmati, Obio,

of the archdiocese of Cincinmati, thankful to the Lord Jesus Christ
for having cslled me to be 7 witness of His Kingdom's transcendence
and of the fleeting char ter of this world, in the name of God the
Father, the Crestor, aof sus Christ, the Redsemer and of the Holy
Spirit, the Sanctifier, r the glory of Mary, the Virgin, of our
Father Saint Benedict, o all the Saints and of the Church today,

by means of this three-y r profession of vows, promise stability,
the monastic life and obedience sccording to the Rule of Saint Bene-
dict and the Constitutions, of gur Federation. .

And confirming the grace of baptism, fruit of the death and resur-
rection of Jesus Christ, I renounce all that separates me from the
fraternal love of my brothers in this monastery, my own individua]l-
ism and ®ll carmal love; ‘I renounce the selfish use of material
goods, and I renounce and meke sacrifice of my will, '

And thus do I give my life to the service of Christ and of His
. Ghurch with @ respansible and active obedience, P

I make this promise in the pressnge of the Risen Lord Jesus, of the
Saints, whose relics rest in the altar; in the presence of the Very
Reverend Julio Schmiasing, Prior of this monastery; and in the pres-
"ence of the other members of this Benedictine Community,

In testimony thereof I have written this document with my own hand
in this venerables Monastery of 5San Antonio Abad in the year after
the Incernation of the Lord 1974, the eleventh day of July, on the
Solamnity of Saint Benedict,
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monasterio san antonio abad / apartado 729 / humacao, puerto rico 00661
22 #svgust 1974

Dear Fr, John,
For some reasen I still want to call you Fr, Warren. I cuess thet shows Just how long I've

e s. A , cordel  es and congratulat ing

th ter, 's a baé¢ oice &t all. I'm i1l do

. of my give you the prudence and insight that you
might need for this most unenviable job. Being erior nowadays is no mean task, no®
matter how you migh%t leck at it. BPut with God's e, it is possible to lead cthers tc

e}
God.
By this time I presume you have received a commupication From cne dF the Juniors here——
Raymond bch 1te. I had made arrangements last June to have him study a2t St, John's, at
least for the next two years. He is a native of North Carolina, but gradx.ated from our

high school hers, He mede his itriemmial vows here last July 11, He spex W twe years =t
Notre Dame before he entered the novitiste here. At Notre Dame he ¢id very well in =11 his
subjects, excest ome msth course. In spite of the D in msth, he still has an over-zll
aversge of azbout 2.20 at Noime Dane. So he is falrly capablza.

is paying his
expenses whlle at the Abbey, emcept nis travel to and from 2 We are very greteful
for this. Avbot John informed me that Srother Ray could have the same allotment for his

e
rankly, Z feel this is a2 2it high,

e _—

- -

ye"sor\al- =xpenses that the others at S, John's have. F
k I 2n inf you oF

and I have informed Ray of the followlng. 3rother, Ray k
the limitations I have set for him,
He wil

1 'm not sure just
how much this will come to. Alsc, he micht wish to heve 2 warmer b

need some winter lo-..e*'s

and I
g ebit for the cold, freezing
winter months. I tcld him this would be fine. &part From this, I —’ee" that he should ke

.1
able to include 21l his books and school items within that $600 budget. I told him quite
frankly thet if he spent the entire amount, I would be shoecked. I further keve informed him
that since the meals at the Abbey zre quite varied and substantiazl, he wouldn't have any
need to "eat cut" or buy snacks. He dces nct smoke nor bocze. He is used to doing without,
both at home and here, Therefcre, unless his winter clothes could come much hicher fthan X
expect, he should have ebsolutely no difficulty staying under the budget. I feel that
poverty is extremelv important., At times it mey mean we do without or make a little extirs
sacrifice here and there, but, well, that's 2ll part of our life. I don't feel thers will
be any difficulty with Ray on thils point. Just so you kEnow what has been told him befere
he left here. He is orese“ltly spending a wesk with his meother in Nerth Carclina. I +told
him to you directly as to the exact time &f his arrivel.
We are comleting one wesk of
schoel tomorrow. Wa've had a very good start. We started a new system of disc ipline thi
year, and for this week it seems to have worked woncders, Lei's hope it keeps up this wayse
Soon you, toe, will be in session and the battle continues., How much teaching are you doing

this year? I'm lucky this year. I heave only £i ours of group crientation and am actin
&s counsellor. Also I'1]l be coing some substitu .

Must close for now. I you heve tire,

apprecizte a report cnce in a while. I'm sure this is in your plams, Xeep us in your
B ye.r:s. Be assured of ocurs.

-~

Fraternally,

e
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SAINT JOHN’S ABBEY
COLLEGEVILLE, MINNESOTA 6321

ﬂa?ﬂw( 6. SAIK, osp
CJLX-M,TL ot L‘(T’Z SM. 1974,
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SAINT JOHNS ARBBEY+ COLLEGEVILLE, MINNE SOTA
OFFICE, OF THE ABBOT
This 1s to certify that
) Brother Raymond Schulte; 0.S.B.
was instituted into thé Ministry of ACOLYTE on September 21, 1974, the feast
of St. Matthew, Apostle and Evangelist, by Abbot Johm Eidenschink, 0.S5.B.,
of St. John's Abbey.
Signed this 21st day of September, 1974, at St. John's Abbey, Collegeville,

%,g/g oy,

Minnesota.
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March 8,1975
Very Reverend Maur Dlouhy, 0.S.B.
St. Procopius Abbey
Lisle, Illinois 60532

Dear Father Prior, )

Nemo iudex in su and that is why I am imposing on you and agling your
help in the fo g H
_ Our depe nt priory in Puerto Rico, s o Sav Auntonlo Abad, was given per~
L) mission eral ysars age to hava its tiate, and therefore it falle under
=/ er 75 of Jurigic L1 » laving the right to admit candidestes to the novitiate
to first profession e vote of the guasi-chapter alone. The quasi~chapter

of San Antonio voted in 1073 to admit three candidates to the acvitiate: all three

I e y
- ted
R

& é 75.

TN 1

’ . ¥ a -
N ad ly
ot lk

) ure. Durlng our conversation the following
out: though be is a Continental,he had studied at the aciool of San Antonio
» and he entered the novitiate thare b

During the novitiate he became more consc

between the natives and the Continentals

times with the Prior about this (the Prio

n ce master is a native), indicating th

b elf to a community that seemed to be

nb
» ri old -
th e a en co only
0 . 'a d ew be
accepting the vows for St. John's. On the basis of this, Bro. Raymond decided to
rake vows, but his intention clearly to for St. John's; he aid he told
the prior that ke had no intention of in -} Ban Antonio.
the Prior in San Antonio ong in the
t JE 75 to mean that firs are made

tion, the vows cannot ke to San Antonio.

: I belleve that this intention is alao

JE 6la that a vote of the chapter 18
nacessury, snd cur chapter did not vote on him.
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Prior Maur Dlouhy, 0,.S.B. March 8, 1975 ~ pags 2

Myconclusion is that Bro. Raymond's vows are invalid, and that I ought to seek
a radical sanation from Rome. Vhat do you think?

I prefer asking for s sanation (1f you agree that his vows as made are invalid)
becsuse I judge that it would be very unwise to make this siteation known either
to the chapter here or to the community io Puerto Rico; it could be misunderstood
and create real tensions again in Puerto Rice, tensions which I think I lelped to
ease on my recent visit, which turned out to be more of a visitation than a visit.
I would be grateful for whatever suggestioms you may have.

The days have continued to be very full. This week our academic vice~president,
Dr. Perlmutter, died unexpectedly of cancer; funeral and burial bere yesterday.
Tomoxrow the Apostolic Delegate comes for an Informal visit; on Wednesday CArdinal
Suenens will be here, just in the middle of the Abbots' Workshop, sé I will have
to miss that again,

In the hope that you have been well, and with every good wish for the feoast of
St. Denedict and for Easter,

Fraternally yours,

Abbot

OSB SCHULTE_00030



ST. PROCOPIUS ABBEY 5601 College Road
Lisle, Tlinois 60532

Tuesday 11 March 1975

Rt. Rev. Joh denschink, 0.8.B,
Saint John's ey
Collegaville nnesota 66321

Dear Abbct John:

We have not seen thé last of the prcblems that our Federation's
Texcursus' into Wew Foundations has begun. And it would have
been a lot easier had not the 1974 General Chapter added that
enigmatic final sentence., But since lawyers must work with the
text of the law as it stands, I ventiure these views,

Since the present law was not in existence (new JE 75) at the
time of his profession, and sinct the intentions of the novice
prof sing must necessarily be consi red in evaluating s pro-
fess n, it would seem that Brother ymond's vows were t wvalid
at 1 st as far the 'religious vows' in contrast to pri te vows
are concerned.

se to have definit will o ] a t n's,

n her the fact (he s not d c pt nor

1 (new Ji 75 even exte £ o ) 14
have extencded to his profession. i 0 ss ',
thoughtv he was doi t was so 8 1 & erent

as far as religious r ssion is concerned. ilence I would con-
cur with your obser t 8 that the profession is invalid.

However, before vou to the trouble of requesting a sanatio,
may I suggest that y  tryto apply can. 586, § 2. His consent
seems to have been & ective, le., not directed to the priory,
but since he did not share this publicly (and your caution about
the convalidation seems to bear this out), it seems that all he
need do is make the .internal consent. Perhaps, for the sake of
his conscience and yours, he might privately or even by letter
renew that profession. Should you feel that this is not what
the law provides, a sanation would be in order.

We have something of a similar problem. Our Taiwan juniors are
professed for that Priory, but the Prior these is aftaid that once

ey feel th h 'cha er rights) in the stateside abbey, they
11 feel th h a ri tbto come here and thus escape their
iginal pro ss . I 11 suggest to Abbot Thomas that we ask
e Presiden s ncil r a dispensation from the provisions

of new JE 75 insofar as we would not want to accord the newly
perpetyally professed chapter rights in the abbey.
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Although I was in Wassau towards the end of February, so was

Quuen Ilizabeth, and I was unable to visit or even get a one from
St Augustine's on the phone, Similarly with Fr Preston ss. So
I shall have to wait until next t me a wund, which may be 977 or

8, I 4 in a ¢ last all, but he succe fully
reted s p in St stin s until the term s over.
be he 1l uilding ck of the mew St Augustine's.
etimes f at home the Baribbean than in the states,
pefully, I do 1d do more for the Bahamas, Jamaica,
enada, and eve r though the latter two might more easily
11 in the prov nidad's area.

Qur three novices seem to be doing qtite well, and perhaps we will
get t ore for n year. I not expect to go to the meeti
after ter, but Fr. Hugh 11 (Juniormaster). Soon, I ho
there will be someone to take my place. While my.health is.holding
up, I do realize the alarm clock is winding down.

Hopefully your health is good and with your burdens a necessity.
Reep us all in your prayers, a4s we 40 you.

May you have full joy at Easter!

Sincerely,

Maur J. Dlouhy, osb
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March 20, 1975

Very Reverend Maur Dlouhy, O0.5.B.
St. Procopius Abtey

5601 College Avenue

tisle, Xllinois 60532

Dear Father Prior,

Thank you ve fo tr letter 1th o ref ce
to the quest the of Bro. Schul uld
written sooner in appreciation of you t rep ette d

of the clarity of your reply.

But it was only today that I found an opportunity to speak with Brother
Raymond. I told him of your suggestion, based on Canon 586 par, 2, that,
rather than seeking a sanatio, he now make the internal comsent since
this was what was lacking at the original profession. This is fully
agreeable to him, and tomorrow, on the feast of St. Benedict, he will
give the internal consent Lefore me in writing. He preferred this rather
than just giving internal comsent.

I suspact that we will have other problems in the years to come about
our new foundations and JE 75, If Abbot Thomas should ask for a dispen-
sation from JE 75 for your Taiwan Junicrs, I would vote in favor of the
request, if I am still on the Council at that time,

H
Bro. Jilian left today for Easter vacation; I did not get to see hnim, but
he left his greetings for me for Easter. It 1s good to know that your
novices are doing well, I am happy that the eight that began last July
are still with us and I believe all will apply for vows; I am to see them
during Easter Week. Abbot Daldwin 1s not sure yet hovw many will be making
application for the novitiate for the coming year. I have just announced
the appointment of a new Prior, effective June 4, (Father Gordon Tavis),
and T am working on the appointment of a new novice master, since T have
given Father Roger Kasprick permission to take Benedictine Studies at Sant'
Anselmo this coming year.

A blessed and joyful Easter to you, and to Abbot Thomas, and with all good
wishes,

Fraternally yours,

Abbot
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2: If‘thé hrbfeé dh Was‘iﬁ?aliaimerely through 1la
of internal ¢ sent, it ie'validated by giving
‘consent; prov ed thé conset bfi the part of the

‘religiot ~orghil tion has not Béen revoked.

There seems to be no pr

hére ad long as Ray intends his
" internal validation to Puerto. Rico. There seems little -
" problem anyway if he still wants to stay with Saint John's -

in the end since he will eventually take Bolemn vows to_ thie y
House, and the jurnioraté period as underdtood Ln Renovationis
Causam is considered a "training period" and thus promises are

emphasized over a relig

state” as such with rights.
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May 3, 1975
Dear Fr, Julio,

I am covered with fusion. I hone intended to supply you with opeccasional
reports on the pro ss of Brother R dy but I must econfess to having
succombed to my old habits of procrastination. It has been a busy year, but
that is hardly an excuse, <The truth is I haven't rezlly been able to come
toigrips with this job yet, and a number of things have been left undore.

I was able to eliminate one course from my schedule, but I still am department
chairman and on a couple committees or so, and so the work im the scheol

is still very heavy. I hope im provements can be made for next year,

But let me report a 1little om my. I'11 start by quoting from the general
report on the Juniorate which I gave in chapter last week., e don't ote on
him here, but he iz strictly a monk of St. John's, so I included him among
the Juniors I commented on riefly. ''Brother Raymond is a quiet pleasant
confrere who overcame with aplomb the difficulties of moving into a come
Pletely strange group and seems to get on ery well with veryome. He is very
regular in all nonastic dutide, In view ¢f a heavy course load he has been

" finding it di“ficult to find time for prayer and reading. Since he is uns™

willing to compromise cn monastic or academic obligations he is planning

to arrange a lLecredit independent study program for the summer and reduce

his load to three courses in the £11." Ray is very convinced of the importance
of daily Eucharist and choir and is determined not to miss,

He is totzlly cooperative and takes part in all Juniorate activities. (Actually,
our program is still in the process of being develo ed; we could probably

use a bit more sturcture.) He 1s qulet but pleasant and affable. He enjoys
visiting Tr. Don Tauscher at his parish and assisting him where he can and

he has done so on a few occasions.

The last stztement of his personal financial account which included the month
of March shows that he hae been charged 3411.33 through the business office.
I think he is observing poverty pretty well. DBooks the first semester came
to Just under $100,, and I assume the second semester costs were im that

same general area. He has spent some $75. in clothing and tailor. He has
spent & little for fcod ( he listed it as some 20 dollars for tle first

half of the year) but it is probably not excessive,

In general, therefore, I would say that Brother Raymond ie an observant, serious,
dedicated monk, well aware of hls responsibilities to his monastic calling,

to his academie pursuits, and to the group in which he lives. From my
peespective there is little negative to report.

I hope these cbmments prove helpful; if there is more or other information
which you wonld need, please call ypon me. I will do my best to respond,

I haven't been very satisfied with my performance up hare this year, but I
hope things will get better. Rlease say a prayer now and then for all of us.

f our Juniors were not zccepted for solemn vows} a few others are leaving,
g:g ghat has affected the atmosphere up here a little.

n i
ell, end of page; end of letter. Alles Gute and greetings to a’1,
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This 18 %o certify that

BROTHER RAYMOND SCHULTE, 0.S.B,,
was instituted iato the minlntry of READER om Msy 10, 1975, by Abbot John
Eidenschink, 0.S.8., of §t. John's Abbey.

Signed thie 30th day of May, 1975; at St. John's Abbey, Collegeville, Minmesota,

Abbot
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a) R 75 This is an official statement,
1334 A Jl112 ELEM LATIN 4 for the semester shawn, of
1389 I J122D MARX/GUERANGER 1 your ocademic work at
- 1865 SY J327 PSY PERSONALITY 4 CSB/SIU ond has  been
1969 H J337 BELIEF/UNBELIEF 4 enfered on your acodemic
1749 H J333 THOMAS AQUINAS 4 record. Quastions concern-
ing the correctness of any
entry must be received
before the end of the
following term. This report
will serve as an official
e transcript when it is pre-
AVERAGE HONOR TOTAL sented withou! erasures or
.m POINTS EARNED corrections ond bears the
. Officiol Seal.
B
SCHULTE RAYMOND 0SB TE RAYMOND 0SB
80X 729 MPUS BOX 1015
oy HUMACAO, PR 00661 00OM- OC {JN)

I~ SEE THE REVERSE SIDE FOR OTHER INFORMATION REGARDING THIS REPORT
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= Zﬂ . ~ dune 3, 1975

monastério san antonio  d/apartado 729 / hiitacao, puerto‘rico 00661

Dear John and ail,

(over)
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no one can passibly hgﬁp a word that anyane alse
is saying. There are distinct disedvantages of

having the chapel opesn to the elemsnts,

S o Hurricane
season started yesterday, so we'll see if anything
interasting develops. The weather ssures
us that in such en event, they alre selected
a 1ist of siitable names. I'm glad raady.

Uh uBll.. se ! . ‘
I hope you ® all having'a nice ti
at the Abbey, swimmin in the lske, in the bu ding,
¢r wherever the humid vy permits. It is actu ly
cooler here than in'M nesota, Dur temperatu s
hers in the campo have yet to oo over 85, and the
“hGmidity eround 56 per cent. Not bad. We're
lucky to have the feirly cénstant Trade Winds of
renown. . ' T

- Beriously though, I d hope all's well.
I'm only too glad to hesr fr  any of you about
what's happening there, I k w Ian should be all-
‘tbp pledsed to write ms, sin I'm a safe 3,000

. Youf brother,’
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= Zﬂ June 6, 1975

monasterio san antonio abad / apartado 729 / humacao, puerto rico 00661

Dear Abktot John,

I was thinking this morning that I'd like to write

you to let you know Bv rything’'s going well here at

S5an Antonio, thanks to God's help for ell of us.
Fr.

Eric then mentioned hes had received a letter from
you, and thset you hed sent your greetings. 5o, I
surely owe you a letter too, te thank you for your
kind remembrance, end to assure you that I pray for
you hy name sveryday at the Divine Gffice and at
the Community's celebration of the Eugharist. I
ask God to bless and guide you a@s you serve us as
our Father.

I hope the Retreat went well. That in-
tention was alseg in my prayers, and we praysd for
you all at St. Jebn's in our Vespers. Yesterday
I sssume Fr, Prior Julip spok to th Abbey Cammun-
ity on the Mission her® in Puarto Rico, as did the
r presentatives of our other Missions, I hope there
wes B8 good response on the Community's pert. I bhave
to admit that, being in the Missions, it is terribly
discouraging at times to see so little intere t in
St. John's missionary works. But then, sveryone is
involv d in his own work, and I suppose the Missions
seem rather remote and unreal. I thank God for Bro.
Zaccheus' interest, and hope 1t may flower and grow.
God grant that 1t might indicate a chang in atti-
tude among the young monks.

You 8ll have b en @0
goad to me that I'm fesling a bit of homesickness
for 5t. John's. I really do miss being able te
live with monks my own ege, as the closest ane in
age (with Bros. Oscar and Rafael gone now in Mexiecn)
is 39, and of course, I'm 22, Nonetheless, the monks
heres are all so kind and the community ties so close
that sge is of little concern as far as that goes.

OSB SCHULTE_00043
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monasterio san antonio abad / apartado 729 / humacao, puerto rico 00661

Though I hav thanked you before, I went to tell
you again how much I appreciate all the warmth and
kindness 'you contlinue to show me as my father in
Christ, “"Abbot"sometimes comes across sounding more
like 8 title than exprsssing the fact of your being
"Abha®, or Father to us. I think that's why I pre-
f r "Father®", and when I use that with you, I do
s0 purposely, b cause it 1s for me & relationship,
and not a title. You really have been “Fath r" to
me, and it has been a great help.
Fr. Julio, too,
has been a wonderful fathar, and I can only thank
God for His blessing us h re in P,R. and in MN with
superiors that truly put into practice 5t. Benedict’s
admonitions. I am extremely thankful for this.
Fr.
Jaime has been appsinted Junior Master for this year,
(there will one year with no Novices) and I am very
pleased with the eppointmept. Humanly speaking I
have my reservations because h won t let us be one
bit lax in anything, and indeed, the flesh 1s weakl!
But my Spirit 1s willing, end I know how spiritual a
monk Fr. Jaime is. Surely God is batter to us here
then we could ever hope far, in providing us with
such a solidly spiritual and prectlcal formstion, ane
1 seriously doubt is to be found in of the houses
of large =ize, dus mainly to ths ad ge here of
small nymhera and Fr. Jaime's God-given gifts, which
are undeniable and of truly special character,
idell,
this is rather long, so I won't bother you more. I
just wish to tell you I think of you and pray for
you and the monks everyday. I esk your preyers too,
Have 8 good, restful summer iIf possible, Again,
thank you for everything. Till leter.

o096
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June 11, 1975

Brother Ravmond Schulte, 0.5.3.
Monasterilo San AntonioAdbad
Apartado 729

Humacao, Puerto Rico 00661

Daar Brother Ray,

This cannot be a long letter this evening, since I have a number of
things to doyyet in order to get ready to leave early tomorrow morning
for St. Mary's for the election of thelr Abbot. DBut I want to thank
you at least briefly for your letter of the 6th of June.

It is good to koow that all is going well at San Antonio, and I am happy
to learn that Father Jaime has been appointed Junior Master for this
year, though I regret to learn that there are no movicee coming into the
community. When I was there in FFebruary, all judged this would be the
case, though all were hopeful for next year when some of those interedted
in monastic life will be better prepared.

The retreat went very well, 7T don't think there has ever been such total
agreement among the members of the community about a retreat master, and
I am hopeful that all took Father Fevin's excellent conferences to heart.
The discussions also went well, and Prior Julio gave a good report on our
work in Puerxto Rico and the hopes for the future. It was good to have him
with ms. Presently he is visiting his parents, but he will be back here
next week and then I hope to have a longer visit with him, and I am sure
Father Roger will iavite him to speak to the Novices, as he always lnvites
visitors to do so. I will encourage Father John to invite him also to the
Junilorate in the hope that more interest in the Missions will be aroused.

Father Thomas has begun his work at Cold Spring; Brother Francis is hard at
work on the grounds, and FAther Jose is working with the migrants up north.
Brother Placid has returned from the hospital, and gets around in a wheel-
chair; he will be in a cast for some weeks wet. All others are well.

In the hope that the summer will be pleasant and profitable, and with all
good wishes,

Devotedly yours,

bbbot
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file: Bxg, Francisco Schulte sent note of thanks 6/3/76
s

t
&
Lo
. ®
Y= oy e
S

SAINT JOHN’S ABBEY
COLLEGEVILLE, MINNESOTA 56321

231776,

,wz:A/,Z//b"

3
IS R S

-4

2.

[N 2/ s o~

OSB SCHULTE_00067



@L-le: Bro. FRancilsco Schulet sent note of thanks 6/3/76

i
SAINT JOHN’S ABBEY
COLLEGEVILLE, MINNESOTA 56321

77{47, 23,/ 97¢

._7'/4. v ./74—90/&&%7/- M )
I _Aant e
]_4,%//&4, B et vrercareedt

A)LL@U ol tiearl  _enlild

@&/«hﬁu«yﬂ." /&&- -
-2 /&éa/.c/,éat./ _jé—a/f-—J .,—cf—e-c-t_)

oS eeiid,

0SB SCHULTE_00068



A day end boerding OF COLEGIO SAN ANTONIO ABAD

Gamp far boys and girls
Box 729 Humacao, B.R. 00661

PAX
June 29, 1976
Feast of Sts, Peter and Paul

Dear Father,

I just thought. that I would drop you a line to say hello and
to let you know that all goes well for me and the rest of the
confreres here in the Mission, thanks be to God. As this dif=
ferent stationery will no doubt inform you, I'm up to my ears

at work in our er C Ar as Assistant Dir or. Hans
Meijer, one of Cole gr tes has had the C since Br.
Robert left in'70, and I've been somewhat involved ever since z

a tum,

c

e d

£

8
needed experience in case Hans c
come,

The work has been very, very demanding, and I've been
putting In at least 16 or 17 hours a day, sometimes having to
stay up till 2:30 and 3:00 in the AM.... That's way off my
regular schedule, but I'm getting used to it and also trying to
modify it as much as possible, The work is extremely rewarding,
and we're now in our fourth week, after three weeks of boys' camp.

s e
1 t

t

]

si ter

Easter, what with classes, finals, reports, graduation, etc,

The Community is doing very well from what I've been able to
see, and I give the Lord constant thanks for belonging to this
House, as well as to St. John's. It seems like everyday I find
more and more that I can be thankful for, not least of which 1is
the Lord's good kindness in exp ing me to the Monastic life. T
can honestly say that I am extr ely happy and know of no other

life-s that could possibly bring me more joy in serving others
and se g God productively. I fear that I am not worthy of all
this g ess on the Lord's part, but feel sure that He would
o g an atur n ly
68 1 at 'sd g, I trust
[ y' iat, r 00 was
g unworthy of, yet God gave her
en d to fulfil God's mission. I

ACTIVITIES
#*CAMPING *ARTS & CRAFTS *SCIENCE *SWIMMING *BASKETBALL *HIKING *ARCHERY *MOVIES *COOK.OUTS *BOWLING *INDOOR GAMES
*HOCKEY *CERAMICS *BASEBALL *TENNIS *WRESTLING *HORSEBACK RIDING *ETC.

OSB SCHULTE 00069



A day and boarding OF COLEGIO SAN ANTONIO ABAD

Camp for boys and girle
Box 729 Humacao, B.R. 00661

a sound decision. Of course, I ask your prayers too, as my

Christ Jesus." Philippians

Be sure that I pray for you and all the confreres everyday.
Please pray for me too. Greetings to all. God keep you!

In His love,

/‘Z’/Ww , 03L&

Bro. Francisco Schulte, osb

ACTIVITIES
*CAMPING *ARTS & CRAFTS *SCIENCE *SWIMMING ®*BASKETBALL *HIKING *ARCHERY *MOVIES #*COOK.OUTS *BOWLING *INDOOR GAMES
*HOCKEY *CERAMICS *BASEBALL *TENNIS *WRESTLING *HORSEBACK RIDING *ETC.
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July 4, 1976

Brother Framcisco Schulte, 0.5.3B.
Monasterlo San Antonio Abad
Apartada 729 ’
Humacac, Puerto Rico 00661

Dear Brother Freacisco,

It was good to receive your lettet of the 22th and' to know that all
is going well even though you have been putting in 16 or 17 hours a
day, working at Camp Arawak as Assistant Director. I hope that the
work will ease up a bit, and in any case I am sure you will be ready
for your two weels at home after the 24th of July.

It is also good to know that the community is doing well. T think Father
Prior Landelin enjoyed his visit bere and profited from his retreat. As
1 remmmber his plans. he sheuld be back at San Antonio on the 10th.

¥y schedule, too, since the end of the school year has béen more than
usually heavy, I did enjoy the trip to Melk and the celebratlon there,

and I am even more convinced now that the Melk Program is very worthvhile.
During the week after my return from Melk, we managed to get ready forrthe.
community discussions after the retreat, and I think they went well. By
now you have ‘received my "State of the Abbey" message; many have asked that
a similar message be given next year. After the retreat I made a quick (2
day) trip to HMexico for the gilver jubilee of Abbot Placid and for the dedi-
cation of their new chapel and new parts of the monastery. It is simply
amazing that they have been able to build so mych In the few years they have
been living outside of Mexieco City. Dut it is a beautiful spot and the com-
munity seems to be making very good progress. Since then I have been in ard
out on shorter trips. 3y next longer trip will be during the week of the 25th
of July for a speclal visitation at loly Trinity Priory in Pennylvania, and
I hope for a few days of vacation about the middle of August.

Yesterday I had the funeral of Father Oswald, who passed awey Wednesday evening,
the 30th of June. I have scen him about 4;L5 in the aftermoon; though he had
some pain, he was in quite good spirite. I saw him again just before supper and
he had taken a turn for the worse. I went up again just after Evening Prayer.
and we dedided to take him to the hospital after I anointed him. Ten or fifteen
mioutes after he arrived in the hospital, he passed away peacefully. We will
mies him much. WHow ®e are getting ready for the arrival of the six new novices
on the 6th and for the jubilee and profession ceremonies on the 11lth

With all good es for the 2nd ersaxry of your profession and for the
rest of the s , and looking f d to your return for the new school year,

Devotadly yours,

Abbot
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Bro. Francisco came to St. John's before this letter arrived. He had been asked
to head the religious education program
this at gth with me and then with Fr,
delin, the decision was reached tliat Bro.

les fo ies d eat T
d aut ast in ter h ation
that, ead P relig ca-

theology courses from Fr. Jaime. F¥. Kieran
the final decision that he return here this

9 / humacao, puerto rico 00661

July 31, 1976
Peast of St. Ignatius of Loyola

Dezr Father,

I hope this letter finds you happy and well as the summer draws to a close
and the Academic year gets closer and closer for all of us. On this end
it has been a long, very busy sumeer, though a very rewarding one. Over
900 children attended Camp here this summer --double what we have ever had
in the past-- end it is my prayer that they have left our Cemp with a bit
more awareness of God and His goodness toward us then they had when they
arrived. I know you'll be as excited as I am that Camp this summer was
able to make around $30,000 for the Colegio's scholarship program. God
has been espscially good to us this summer, and I am so thenkful for the
good counselors we were blessed with t t made it all possible. Next year
promises to be all the more organized d challenging, God permitting.

My ticket reservations have finally cleared, and I wanted to let you know
the details. I realize all too well how busy you are, and that the last
thing you need to bother with is my flight arrangements, but you are my
father, and it only seems right to inform you of these details., I sense
that you are genuinely concerned with each: of us, so I trust this letter
won't be too much of an inconvénience for you. You've alweys shown your-
self to be the loving father that you are, and I appreciate that more than
I can say, which I trust you alresdy know, &So, here goes:

after two weeks at home with Mom in North Carolina,
I errive in Mpls/St. Pavl on Lugust 27, 1976 on:
Northwest Flight # 309 at 11:08 AM, from Chicago.

I think I'll write Bro. Gabriel McMullin and see if he can pick me up,
perhaps combining a visit with his folks in Bloemington. I'm also going
to write Fr, John Kulas, though I don't know if he's back from Rurope
yet. That should cover all bases.

As Divinity School gets closer and closer I'm very excited and havpy at
the thought of starting the studies for the Priesthood in earnest, though
I have felt throughout all my undergraduate days that my Theology Major
was also a direct preparation for the Priesthood. Now it is "official.

Things go fairly well here at MSAA, though I still feel greatly upset by
uncharitable actions and expressions based largely on nationalistic in-
£linations of certain individuals. The old spectre of Doubt still hzunts
and disturbs me and I wonder if this place will ever be able to stand while
divided by purely human, partisan "causes'. Jesus, and His reign alomne
can be our political preoccupation. Sometimes it is enough to want to
stay at 8t. John's from now on and give up on this place, but I am still
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monasterio san antonio abad / apartado 729 / humacao, puerto rica 00661

determined to stay as long as possible and help here as long as I possibly
can, being sincerely convinced that God has called me here for some real
reason. Hopefully I ¢ ‘help for a good number of years, but if the climate
toward non-Insulars do n't improve greatly I fear that many truly dedi-
cated Continentals will be forced to give up. Please pray for all of us:
there is so much work to be done here that I can't see us side-railed by
minor issues. I will be anxious to talk with you at length about things
here. Your advice will be appreciated.

and {sp?) arrive on the 2nd of August, and
I'11 take my well-worn route to the Airport to pick them up. I am really
glad they're coming, but there are --again-- some here that don't appreciate
the self-sacrifice these men are making for a year in such good will. That
is another matter in itself which I'll need %to speak with you about when I
goet back. Poor Father! Never a dull moment, right?

I'11 sign off and leave you to more important matters., Please remember me
in your prayers, as I promise you a continued remembrancs daily in my éwn.
I ask the Father to bless you and all the confreres richly., May He keep
you firmly in His loving embrace. *

In His lov ,

(Bro.) Franecisco Schulte, C.S.B.
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SAINT JOHNE ABREY + CO rgénﬁ GEVILLE, MINNESOTA
321

OFFICE OF THE ABBOT

August 6, 1976

Very Reverend Landelin Robling, 0.5.3.
Monasterio San Antonio Abad

Apartado 729

Humacao, Puerto Rico 00661

Dear Father Landelin;

Brother-Francisco brought me your letter of the 2nd after his-bags arrived
here; they got lost during the difficult flight he had. I appreciate the
information given in your letter about the appointments and the election to
the Senior Council, about Bro. Francisco and the need for someone to direct
and coordinate a program of religious educatlion for the students, about Bro.
Alongo and about the non-arrival of Father Jose Pascual Benabarre..

I spoke at some length -with Bro, Francisco, both before and after he had
spoken with Father Kieran, and very briefly after he had spoken with you by

pho Altho I gsee r need th for-s eo o direct the religious
edu ion pro »:L th y d%-thé t dec 1o permitting Bro. Fran-
cis to cont his 8 1e re this r. Y te and today he has been

trying to get information that will be helpful for the program there and, after
a few days at hLis home, heé will be back at San Antonio to do whatever he can to
help set up the program. Perhaps will be able to be of some help.

T think you are right also in putting a limit to Bro. Alomso's being on the
ferice., I am sure that his half-hearted participation inthe life of the com-
munity is not a good influence for the novices or for others. I continue to
pray-that he will, during his- leave, somehow realize that value of the life he
is thinking about giving up. K I hope also that Father Jose Pascual has arrived

by this time.

Bro. Felix arrived here last night; I saw him in choir this morning and met him

in the corridor a short time ago. ' He indicated that he would be in to see me;

I thought he was coming yet this afterncon; perhaps he will come later. He looKs
well and rested. We will welcome Father Eric next week and Father Mauro in Septem-

ber.

Bro. Francisco will be able to give you some of the news, though at the moment
there aren't too many thinge happening, at léast not in the monastery; the campus
continues to be filled with various groups. Work on the renovation of the south
wing 1is going ahead well and it looke as though we can move the aged and 11l into
it early in September; the lst-of September had been our target date sc we are’
pretty well on schedule despite the stxike of the plumbers for a couple &f weeks,
All of the community .remain about the same.

With greetings to all, and.the prayer that God bless you.and all,
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COLLEGE OF SAINT BENEDICT SAINT JOHN'S UNIVERSITY
OFFICE OF THE RECISTRAR
EXPLANATION OF TRANSCRIPT

Since the introduction of the 4-1-4 calendar in the fall of 1967, the Fall and Spring Terms consist of 14 week
sessions during which time semester credits may be earned. During the required four-week January Term,
formal credits are not given. Prior to 1967 each school calendar consisted of two seventeen-week semesters,

COURSE NUMBERS GRADING SYSTEM
B -course taught on campus of College of $t. Benadict Grad
J  -course taught on campus of Saint John's Unlversity % ———
5  -course taught on campus of Saint Cloud State University _
H -course taught on campus of St. Cloud School of Nursing :+ gggge Aver g g B ::T;:g:vera .
L  -course taught thraough Saint John's University Mall Center c Average srege 2 b - not countedgtoward
001 - 099 Foundation courses P .
100 - 299 Elementary and inLermediate undergraduate courses :_2 ?:if;z:_:"t but passing (]) F- ?:?‘_‘1:::“’"
300 ~ 399 Advanced undergraduate courses i incomplete ° other grades same
LoD - 499 Graduate School and School of Divinity graduate courses H Honars o as undergraduste
500 - 599 Graduate Seminars , < Satisfactory 0
X71 - Entries containlng these two digits after the Tirst U Unsat | sfactor 0

represent Indlvidual Learning. AU Audit (not foi credlt) o
Letter following course numbers indicate section: WP Wlthdrew passing 0
NOTE: January Term courses do not follow the above numbering WF Withdrew fsiling 0

system.

CREDIT

The unlt of credit is the semester hour. A semester hour ls equlvalent of 1} quarter credit hours. Each course carries
the number of hours credit specified. One credlt ordinarlly rcpresents three hours of work each week; each four-credit
course, therefore, assumes an average of 12 hours of work each week Including private study and research as well as sch-
eduled class meetings. The length and frequency of class meetings may vary at the dlscretion of the instructor according
to the nature of the course. Each student on the undergraduate level |s required to complete one January course or pro-
ject with the grade of Satisfactory or Honors for each yeer in resldence. JT is the designated symbo! indicating the
completion of the January Term.

C,E.U, 1 CONTINUING EDUCATION UNIT {=10 clock hours Instructlon)

The student education record on the reverse is maintained and released in accord with Public Law 93-380,

Sec. 438, '"The Family Educational Rights & Privacy Act," Policies of CSB and SJU pertinent to this

legislation are available from the Registrar.

CREDIT AND GPA SUMMARY (Located After Last Entry On Transcript}

rom other colleges and

s no C on appears ter

ter ent fts are

ttempted and are used in calculating
Total credits earned toward P, or § ts at the GRA) "V credlts are not included
graduation(includes transfer are not included in the GPA in this fi re

Before 1960 at Saint John's Unjversity and 1964 at the College of Saint Benedict the three-point system was
in use,

COLLEGE OF SAINT BENEDICT:

The College of Saint Benedict was on a quarter system until 1940, The semester calendar was introduced in
the 1940-41 school year,

Requirements for the Bachelor's degree at the College of Saint Benedict:

Before 1940: 180 quarter credits
1941 - 1967: 120 semester credits for B.A.
128 semester credits for B.S.
Since 1968: 124 semester credits and a January term course for each year of residence

SAINT JOHN'S UNIVERSITY:
Requirements for the Bachelor's degree at Saint John's University:

Before 1940: 120 semester credits

1941 - 1946: 128 semester credits

1947 - 1962: 120 semester credits

1963 - 1965: 130 semester credits

1966 - 1967: 124 semester credits

Since 1968: 120 semester credits and a Jenuary term course for each year of residence
Requirements for the Master of Arts degree in Theology at Saint John's University:

1964 - 1968: 24 credits and a thesis or

30 credits and a scholarly paper
Since 1968: 30 credits and three master papefs or

24 credits and a 6 credit thesis

Requirements for the pastoral professional degree at Saint John's University:
First granted in 1969; satisfactory completion of the four year priesthood training program and

completion of specific courses enmumerated in the catalog.
Revisad 10,15, 77-10M
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SAINT JOHN’S ABBEY
COLLEGEVILLE, MINNESOTA 56321

11 de diciembre de 1976
PAX
Muy querido Padre Prior landelin,
A ti y a todos los Hermamos del Monasterio, les saludo en el Nombre del
Senior Jesfis. Ya han pasado casi tres anos desde el dfa en que Oscar,
Raefael ¥ yo prommcismos con tanta alegria nugstros Votos Trienales. Se . _
acerca el tiempec de éon‘firmar esos votos temporales con unma oblacidén solemne
¥ perpetua, si Dios asi lo quiere y ¥as Cofntih&dades Mondsticas de San
Antonio Abad y St. Jobn's permiten. Pdr eso,l después de oracidn continua
¥ deliberacidn seria, les presentc a ti y a los Hermanos esta petieidn
formal para que yo pueda pronuncisr los Votosf Solemnes en el dia #F de julio
del aflo 1977, ¥ asi confirmar mi desec mis profundo de ofrecerme sin reservis
gl Semor que tento me bha amedo y bendecido. Esto hago de mi propia voluntad
después de comsultar con el Abad John y el Magstro de Junicres, Padre John
Kulas. Lo hago para que Dios sea glorifica_do‘lfén todses las cosas.

.."+*+',+t+:’+‘+*+’+‘+*"“’4‘*"’*‘*‘-‘-"_‘7*?’"

At AL Rt S S ST IE FL L VLG FL U

L3

Dear Father Prior Iandelin, S
To you and to all the Brothers at the Iﬁoﬁasﬁéxf&. I send you all my greeti:"lge:
in the Name of the Lord Jesus. Almost three years have passed already since
the day on which Oscar, Rafael and I pronounced with- such joy our Triemnisl
Vows. The time fer confirming those vows with a solemn and perpetual ob-'
lation draws near, if God so desires and the Pfonastic Qommunities of San
Antonio Abad and St. John's permit; Therefore, after continuous prayer and
serious deliberation, I present to you and t:o ‘the Brothers this formal petition
so that I can pronounce Sclemn Vows on July 11, 1977, an@ so confirm my most '
profound desire of offering myself without r'e‘éérve to the Lord who has loved
and blessed me so very much. I do this of my .own will after consulting with
Abbot John and the Master of Juniors, Father John Kulas. - I do it sSo that God

mway be glorified in all things.
.+‘+*+*+i+#+*+*+t+II+‘+#+#+t+0+#+1l+lll+4_+-+#+\t+"ll+#+t+t+t+t+t+*+t+#+t+t4_$+#+i_"_#+s

@Jd\m Froameccs &Lm/oGﬂ

Brother Francisco Schulte, 0,.S.B.
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SAINT JOHN’S UNIVERSITY
COLLEGEVILLE, MINNESOTA g6321

School of Divinity Telephone (612) 363-2444

On December 21, 1976, the combined staffs of the Ministry Seminar
and the Personal Spirituality Seminar met to give their perceptions
of each first thieologian after working with him for one semester.
Members of these combined staffs imecludes Brother Paschal Brisson,
0.5.B., Fathers Michael Maeder, 0.5.B., Thomas Wahl, 0.5.B., Allan
Bouley, 0.5.B., Michael 'Naughtom, 0.5.B.,

Each student was evaluated im turn. A discussion which included
the student's positive characteristics, negative characteristics
and specific rec ndations made by the staffs for the student's
work and the fac es ongoing work with him. '

These evaluations were recorded during late December, transcribed

paper an e with s nts ing
ary. The i re rer e by a faculty
er to be t accura ¥y ecte t combined

faculty had said at the time of the meeting.
RAYMOND SCHULTE, 0.S5.B,

The faculty perce s Brother Raymond extr 1y bright student
in almost every s e of those words. as st g Intuitive

and perceptive powere which give him an ability to get tc the heart
of the matter quickly. At the same time he has an academic
orientation which gives him the ability to do extended research

in depth. He is penerous with his academic talents and for that
matter with his other talents. His talents, at t however,

can -make him a bit boring and a bit pompous-lﬂtho en realizing
it he can, from the wealth of his knowledge, preach to a group of
peers and slightly intimidate them.

The faculty suggests that he not suppress his talents but leam'to
use them with a bit more diplomacy.

) Jos C. Kremer
First Theology Advisor
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Program of Studies, as azreed upon in 1976

AGREED UPON, SPRING 1977:
MINISTRY PROGRAM {Div 400)

1% CREDITS: SYSTEMATICS
Christeology
Ecclesiology
Sacraments
Moiral Theology
Problems in Ecum. Theol.

15 CREDITS: SCRIPTURE
Pentateuch/Genesis
SS. of Israel's Hist./Deut,
Prophetic Movement
ilist. of Israel in Context
Pauline Corpus I
Synoptic Gospels

6 CREDITS: HISTORY, plus J450
Hist. of Christiznity (J450)
Patristics
Medieval Church

6 CREDITS: LITURGY
Rites of Christian Init.
Eucharistic Liturgy

15 CREDITS: PASTORAL TIEOL
C.P.E.
Counseling Skills
Intro. to Eccl. Law
Catechetics
Homiletics
‘Presidency

12 CRIDITS: DEACON RESIDEMCY

2 CREDITS: DEACON PAPER

Francisco R. Schulte, 08B

PRESENT STATUS:

comnleted

completed
completed
now:
rnow:
comnleted

comaleted
completed

conplesed
completed
completed
completed

completed
completed
now:

coinzleted
in P.R.:

comvleted
now:

now:
completed
in MR,

in P.R.
in FP.R.

in P.R.

(U.G.)

(U.c.)

(u.c.)

fall 1976

Fall 1977
Fall 1974
Spring 1973
Spring 1978
Spring 1977

Spring 1877
Spring 1977
Spring 1977
Spring 1377
Fall 1977

(as of Feb,, 1978)

Tall 1972 (U.N.D.)

Iall 1976
rall 1974
Spring 1978

Fall 1977
Suminer 1278

Fall 1577

BSpring 1873
Spring 1978
Shring 1974
Summer 1978
Summer 1975

(in

=

Fo
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Rev. Landelin Robling, O.5.3Z.
Monasterio San Antonis Adad . '
2,0, Box 729 Coe

umzecno, Suerto Ricoll601

Dear Fr. ipagelin,

I wish ¢to renort briefly ciseo fchuite, since I understsnd ron
u¢1! be heving tihe guzsi chrpter sbortly or sis ticttion “or solzun vouns,

ion
GAnnesot.,
=t in tae
here, znl ne does

and T velieve he
P Y Terul_r‘v, ord

e is evidently < esply
: #nc cwallenge of mnnestic live and who

"

I )

WRo es c0551"eraa el
now ighes to eubruce it ewnierly.

drethe acisco i« Vary menerous nerson=-e~ger to help
Pe nag tulen it urnon nirgelf withunt keins usked to b res
daily nrALa/oruntfon of an elderiy verveon living in rly: nto
retired 5 for "iss aud cuoper. It
fror ris gtudi c eerfully s iori of

Ia fenerous sense of obedience. e seems alsays
reao Judgrent to taat of his sureriors.

Zrother Fraincisce

itive mersoa. Fe ig, I t.ink,
devoted %o his ccn f

Tei'le

411 in &m11l, ZErother Francise

2 t2tlon, @n adoiracle
one can fecomme.d unhesitating

?
acceptrnce iato the community,

My areetings to you, Fr. iLaudelin, “1 confreres in “uerto :lico.

P .
Zineerely,

John kuh&a, CoilvBa
Junior saster
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INFORMATION FOR THE ARCHIVES OF SAINT JOHN'S ABBEY

NAME:_ FRANCISCO RAYMOND GEORGE SCHULTE
(Religious) (Baptismal) (Family)
BIRTH: Cincinnati, Hamdlton, _ Ohio Februsry 26 1953
(City) (County) (8rate) (Monzth) (Day) (Year)
YOUR PATRON SAINT: Francis of Assisi NAMEDAY :__Octeber 4

TRIENNIAL VOWS:Honasterio San Antonio Abad, Jwly )1, 1974, Erior Julio Schmiesing

(Place) (Date) . (Before Whom)
FINAL VOWS/OBLATION MSAA July 11, 1977 Prior Landelin Roblin
(Place) (Date) (Bcfore Whom)
ORDINATION : 21
(Place) (Date) * " (Bishop)

FATHER'S FULL NAME:_ e

FATHER'S BIRTHPLACE — . ., . - S ——

FATHER'S NATIONAL DESCENT: __ .. o —

FATHER'S RELIGION :__Roman Cathelic DATE OF BIRTH:  Qctoher 26, 1930
HIGHEST LEVEL OF FATHER'S EDUCATION ;. ) e

FATHER'S OCCUPATION: .

(Whea You Entcred Monastery) Qow) |
MOTHER'S MAIDEN NAME: _. R
MOTHER'S BIRTHPLACE:._. .. .
MOTHER'S NATIONAL DESCENT:
MOTHER'S RELIGION:._Roman Cathalic__ DATE OF BIRTH: _fune 1, L0530

HIGHEST LEVEL OF MOTHER'S EDUCATION: __B.A., vius graduate courses
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YOUR CAREER BEFORE ENTERING THE MONASTERY:

Graduate from Colegio San Antonlo Abad, Humacao, P.R.

Undergraduate Theology student at University of Notre Dame

EDUCATION SCHOOL FROM TO MAJOR DEGREE DATE

St. Agnes Catholic School, 59~64 (Covington, Kentucky)
Estes Hills School, 64-65 (Chapel Hill, North Carclina)
Guy B. Phillips Jr. High, 65-68 (Chapel Hill, North Carclina)

ELEMENTARY:

Coleglo San Antonio Abad, 68-71 (Humaca0, Puerto Rico} High School May,1971
Diploma

SECONDARY:

@

UNDERGRADUATE: University of Notre Dame, 71-73 (Indiana) Theology major
St. John's University, 74-76 {Collegeville) Theology, B.A. cum laude
May 23, 1976

St. John' Abbey/Seminary, 76 - 227

THEOLOGY :
(including Jerusalem semester, Spring of 1977)
GRADUATE:
POST-DOCTORAL:
OTHER: I.

T
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LIST CHRONOLOGICALLY ALL THE MAJOR ASSIGNMENTS (lasting six months or more) YOU HAVE
RECEIVED SINCE PROFESSION AND ORDINATION. Give (a) the #ype or nasure of the work, c.g.,
assistant pastor or plumber or math teacher in Prep School, (b) the Zocation, (C) the durarion, (d) any

special achésvements or items of note, ¢.g., built parish hall in 1948, or Danforth gragt in 1960.

Since profession, I have been a full tlme student of Theology, preparing for
the priesthood at St. John's.
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GIVE YOUR PARENTS' PRESENT ADDRESS, IF LIVING.

LIST BROTHERS AND SISTERS IN THE ORDER OF THEIR BIRTH. INCLUDE YOURSELF,
hose still ta fort have died ‘ sed.”” Put an asterisk
e those w di ately tly by the you die.

Raymond George (FRANCISCO, OSB) Schulte

IN THE REMAINING SPACE AND ON AN ADDITIONAL SHEET IF NECESSARY PUT DOWN
ANY OTHER ITEMS OF INFORMATION OR ACCOMPLISHMENTS OF YOURS THAT YOU
THINK SHOULD BE PERMANENTLY RECORDED.

It ounht to he nnted that T was the Firet monk to profess Solemm Vawe far the

Monasterio San Antonio Abad who had been a student and graduate of the Colegio San

Antonic Abad. It took exactly 30 years to produce the first vocation from the Colegiol
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21 de julio de 1977
Bumacao, Fuerte Rico

Para tener ia informeeidn gl 4%a, favor de llenar esate y devoivérrelo.
Es posible que haye capblos desde el mee de enero de 1973.

En case de mmezte repentina, ruwsge informar inmediatamente a les
personas siguisntes:

1. Nombre: i Srade de ralacidn_mother/madre

Dirzqesidn Poutml:

Zip code_

. e e s

Taléfone: area code

2, Nogbre: credo de velacifn_father/padre

Tigaceidén Peoptal:

2ip code

A s 78 B S

rel8fono: axer code

3. Hombre: €rado de Belacidn_uncle/tio

| ma—

Direcelbn Pagntal:

Zip code__

o A e 2 w28

Tel8Zono: ares coads

En caso de muerte repaatins, ni desec es que me entierren ems

el sitio donde muero, sea en St. John's o en Puerto Rico; ne guierg gue me trasladen.

8 no ser que mi familia prefiera otro sitie.

Otres disposicionas & la vuelta: aisX no:

Z&ﬁMAiAég ?E%?WW“££5$SE££&£§¢¥#£¥%L§?

Téirna)
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Solamente quiero decir que no quierc nada de cosas vanas en’'cuanto al embalsamar.
Que no hagan nada para pintar orhacer mé&s "bello" al cuerpo, como no lo considero

ino ac el hecho de la t al. Que me den una caja

de ‘h aqujlen el mism a en st, John's, si fuese

en ta ’ :
No quiero que me preserven con m&todos artificia e ningfin modo. Replito eso:
que me entlerre mé do posible, sin usar dos artificiales (quimicos,
etc.) para pres al o .. .

En cuanto al servicio como tal, pues que sea una celebraclén cristiana de la
muerte de uno del Cuerpo de Cristo, la muerte de uno que gozosamente espera la
resurreccibén con.su Sefior, sGs. De t nera, tiene que ser celebracién de
veras, con mucha alegrisa e esado'enh de d@lbanza y alegriaj que sea una
declaracibn alegre de 1la fe en Dios gque motivé la existencia del que haya muerto
a esta vida para vivir sin fin en otra. lAleluya!
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April 19, 1977
Brother Francisco Séhulte

A8 my report to the Chapter on Brother Francgsco I will quote from tke
letter I recently sent to Prior Landelin and the quasi chapter at San Antonio
Apad. (Brother Francisco is, of courcze, a menk of 3t. John's and he
recognizes this, but he considers himself a candidate for Puerto ico. Me
made his novitiate there, but has been =pending his Juniorate here.)

"About RB,0, Francisco's application for solemn vows I have no reservation
shatever. I believe Bro. Francisco bas in all respects been an exemplary monk.
He is clearly devo?ed to the Honasterio 8an Antonio Anad where he expectis to

1ive out his monastic life, but even though He has had occasion to notice some

differences between the,communities in Puerio Rico and Minnesota he has par-
theipated faithfully, zealously, and without complaint in the monastic life at
St. John's. He conforms te what is expected of him here, and he does so with
an excellent spirit.

VErother Francisco works hard academically, : nd I believe he excells. But
he is ne less determined to fulfill faithfullym regularly, and eagerly his
monastic duties--whether public or private. He is evidently a deeply comnitted
monk, who has condered well the implications and challengef of monastic lie
and who now mishes to embrace it eagerly.

fBrother Francisco is a very generous person--sager to help ahd to be of
sefrice. He has taken it upon himself to be responsible for the daily
transportation of o 8t. John's for Mass and supper. It takes
time away from his studies, but he does this cheerfully as a form of charity.

T Believe Francisco has a fine and generous sense of obedience. He seens
ready and willing to yield his own judgment to that of his sqperiors.... Ze
is also & very warm and sensitive person. He is, I think, devoted to his
confreres and gets along well with them.

4 11 in all, Brother Francisco is, in my estimation, an admirable person,
whom one can recommend unhesitatingly for acceptance into the community."
3rother Francisco is spending the current semester in Jerusalem. He
will e returning to St. John's for the conclusion of Divinity S&hool.

. .
T have no hesitation in recommending Brother Francisce for solemn vows,
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8 July 1977

Brothers Franclsco, Oscar and Rafael
Monasterio Sen Antonio Abad

Post Offfce Box 729

Runacao, Puerts Rles 00661

Dear Brothers Francisco, Oscar and Rifael:

give my greetings and my welcome also to Brother Cruz
With greetings to all in the community, I am
Devoteédly yours,

Abbot

JE/ev
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monasterio san antonio abad / apartado 729 / humacao, puerto rico 00661

July 16, 1577

Dear Father Abbot John,

Let me take this opportunity to thank you in the name of Oscar, Rafael and
myself for your kind letter of congratulations. I know all tco well what a
hectic time it must have been for ycu right before the Profession ceremonies
and the great celebration of St, Benedict, so I appreciate all the more

the fact that you took the time out tc write us. God bless you for your
constant love as Father, which has never flagged since I have known you, I
thank God in my prayers continually for that grace —— a superior who is
truly Father to us.

Thanks to God, all went well here for the entrance of Novices Jos& and Luis
Ivan, who 1s now called Benito, on the 9th. On the 10th at Vespers Bro. Cruz
professed his simple vows for thtree years, and of course, on the 11 Brothers

Os Ra essed solemn vows « Tha .
a mn t: "f ife"! The th a 1lif te-
me sr i so m today,:be it dge or

life, but thank the Lord for continuing to call people to such commitment as
holy Christian husbands and wives or as priests and religious. Your prayer
for our fldelity to our vows 1s certainly cur own, and we appreciate your
joining your prayers to our own as we ask only to seek the Lord in love and
prayer and service, At first glance it seems like little to ask -- it's not
a request for fame or riches or even happiness -- just a sincere request for
faithfulness to the @ne who has called us to Himself. I remember the first
letter of Paill to Timothy, (or is it the second???) where he says, "But I am
not ashamed, for I know him in whom I have believed, amd I am confident that he
is able to guard what has been entrusted to me until that Day." (2 Tim.1:12)
May He do so for us all.

While T have to admit to some discomfort in the midst of all the waiting for

the final word on our ac ce for profession, the day itself was beautiful,
and the Eucharist and profession rite were moving and solemn in their very
ic The tone f tremendously joyful wi 11 the guests
ce ating for & th th in song and prayer the heart.
's hing like a od an celebration, and especially a religious

one when the participants are active church members, well aware of what's
taking place. I guess the church had sbout 200 in it. A wonderful memory for
us all.

Well, I had better stop rattling on like this., Thank you again. We were much
with you also in our prayers on the 1lth. God bless you, Father, and strengthen
you in your responsibility as our Father in Christ.

'7/1M ’ "9.‘5@

Brother Francisco Schulte, 0.S.B.
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SPRING 1977 JERUSALEM PROGRAM

Francisco Schulte, 0.5.B.

Francisco Schulte is a good, consclentious student. He does well
on papers and reports, but does not have much to contribute to the group
in class. Perhaps he 'felt a bit awkward in being a first-year man while
the others were all second or third-year students; but he got along
well enough with the group and worked well at his jobs. Francisco took
the effort to continue the study of Hebrew after our Hebrew course was over,
working with a tutor, and he got quite good at reading. He 1s evidently
devout, indeed sometimes I felt a bit awkward about his edifying talk,

but I do mot know if this 1s a cultural phenomenon.

Respeétfully submitted
Thomas Wahl, 0.S.B.
Jerusalem Program Director

August 25, 1977

OSB SCHULTE_00093




Degr Father,

Thought I should enclose a copy
of the letter I wrote Prior lan-
delin asking for Diaconate this
May. The ¢ he Div.
School me xt 2 veeks
to evaluate the petitions for
Diaconate g0 Kieran said it was

time to apply ally., I'm
not sure if I to apply to
directly to Prior at

, but si yo d me apply

he Prior r S n Vows I
have done the same and made a
copy for your files.

The time has flown in many ways

slow in g =~ I can
elieve Di te is so
close now. We so need a few
e prie Pue R 1
a8e pr me t Facul-
votes bly, ea God.

Yours

,f" [
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SAINT JOHN’S ABBEY
COLLEGEVILLE, MINNESOTA 6321

Very Rev. Prior Landelin Robling, O3B
Honasterio San Antonio Abad
zptado 729

Humacao, Puerso Rico 00681

5 Hovenber, 1277

By me~ws of this letier I would 1il e to make my formal petition for ordination
as Deacon upon the completion of this nresent academic year's course ol studies.
The program of studies leading <o Tulfilment of recuirements for ordination to
the Diaconaue is scheduled to bz comnleted by this May, at which time I would
ask your permission either te be ordained here at St. John's with my classmates
or to De ordained in Puerto Ricc at the lonasterio. Wo doubt this can be dis-

cusszed in depth later.

1 understand that the faculty of She School of Divinity will meet on or around
the 21st of this month in order tc evaluate the petitions of those askiny to be
rdained Deacons. In order for <thwem to do so i1t is of course necessary ©O nake
this formal petition of you in order To obtain from you the tacit zpprovei of
my petitlon. I would therefore ask of you some simple acknowledgement of thixz

letter as soon as nossible with a confirmation of your approval.

Should the Faculty give @ positive evaluatlon with regard to ordination as JDea-
con thisz ¥ay, then I will try %o arrange for my semester of Deacon Residence
(internship) to be done in Puerto Rico. After tiie internship I would mest lice-
1y return te St. John's Tor a firel semester of sTtudy and preparation before the
Aulon to the priesthood, which I hone can take place in Puerto Rice. IF

no
L
oI

ordl

the Taculty should decide that this is not yet the time for ordination as Dea-
cor i:m can diszcuce elternate possibilities

with "fear and trembling" 1 present to you this pebivion for ordination as a

Deacor, fully aware of £he responaibilities and obligations entailed. I am all
too aware of my unworthiness before such a ministry but I trust in thé Lord and
His call, confident that He who started this work in me will be able to bring it
to comsletion for His honor and glory —-— as St. Paul says so well., Pray for me,
please, that His will may be done.

In our Lord and Denedict,

. ) :
'FW, 05/3
{Bro.) Frencisco R. Schulte, 0.3.D.

copy: Rt. Rev. Abbot John Eidenschink, 0.S.B.
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7 Novembex 1977

oth Schulte, 0.8.B.
iaot '
1le ota 56321

Pear Brother Francisco:

your ietter of Novemder Sth to
r request Lo De owdsined to
heppy that yau have agked
r,1 s 0 essa

Tor to ve app 1.
isso 1 te Zro d

he facuity of the nity

ave angd will issue dimissorial

With all good wishes, and a srayer that 364 hless you, T am

Devotedly yours,

Abbot

JE/ev 3
ec: Priox Lapdelin Sobling, 0,5.B.
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Francisco Schulte November 12, 1977

Brother Francisco has. arranged to take some of his pastoral courses from
Father Jaime Reyes, in Puerto Rico. Father Jaime has a degree in liturgy
from Notre Dame.” Brother Francisco expects to complete most of his
theology studies by May 1978 and to take a deacon residency next fall.
He will have managed to complete his work in three years because of the
studies he has done and intends to do with Father Jaime, becaﬁse of the
transfer of a scripture course from Notre Dame, and because of the
acceptance of two courses from our undergraduate offerings: Early Christ-
ianity, and Theology of Church. He is not a degrée student in the School
of Divinity.

He works hard as a student, is eager for ordination and ministry, and
seems regular in his monastic observance.

Jerome P. Theisen, OSB
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Padre Landelin 1/10/78 222222222222222

monasterio san antonio abad / apartado 729 / humacao, puerto rico 00661

+Cada miembro de la Facultad con quien hablé me dijo sin reservaciones gque

la decisién fué elgo positlvo y como se menciond tanto la cosa de estar baje
Ypresidn" y "apresurado", no querfian causarme m&s presién ahora con la or-
denacién el Diaconado. Pensaron darme tiempo para respirar, pensando que: lo
que decta la Profesora tenia razén. No fué una votacién negetiva, sino po-

sitiva.

Ahora bien, aunque estoy dispuesto aceptar la decisién de la Facultad, me encuentro
no satisfeche con esta decisidn, ya que yo sé que ellos la hicleron basado en infor-

macién incompleta e incorrecta,

Yo creo sinceramente gue estoy preparado para el Diaconado este verano, ya que he
funcionado estos cuatro afios cas! como Di&cono, faltando solamente sn celebrar el
Bautismo Solemne y los funerales. E] resto ya he estado haciende responsablemente

estos cuatro afios.

Me gustaria presentar al, ejo de Decanos e asunto con el propbsito de pedir
su ayuda en el discernif ebo pedir direct te al Abad las cartas canbnicas')
para poder ser ordenadq este verano, segfin el programa y los planes que hicimos ya
con el P, Kieran, etc. .

EN CONCLUSION, yo menciono estas cosas:
+Académicamente mis notas son excelentes, segln la opinién de la Faculbad

+En la Pastoral he pasado un semestre de practica y entrenamiento come uno
de los Capellanes en el Hospital de St. Cloud, recilblendo une evaluacién
excelente que dice que tengo el dén de relacionarme blen con personas, etc.
Llevo cuatro afios comoc Acbdlito/Lector y he ejercisado estos ministerios en
una manera responsable en el Coleglco, los Barrios, el Campamento y el Hospi-

tal, etc.
El semestre que ahora empleza voy a cursar con el Hno., Paschal su curso &n

"Destrezas Basicas del Aconsejar"
+La Facultad no entendié la razén por tener un progrema de dos aflos para el

Diaconado en vez de los trés afios "normales" y porque el P, André no estaba
presente para explicé%selo, la Facultad tenfa la impresiébn que o yo o la

ad o" v
es ' -

8, er ma
1, i, :

el "por qué",votaron asi,
+La idea eqhiwocada de la Profesora tenia mala influencia en la votacién, a
pesar de no ser correcta.

Por eso, ahora pido la ayuda dlel Consejo en este asunto, como pienso discutirlo con
el Abad durante sus dias agqui, Con agradecimiento esperaré una discusibn de esto, lo
m&s pronto posible en estos dias antes de la visita del Abad Juan, Gracias.

cc: Miembros del Consejo di . .nos En Xto, 5 “ < ﬂ\,ﬁb_j 0,3/,3
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monasterio san antonio abad / apartado 729 / humacaa, puerto rico 00661

This is to certify that

Father Francisco (Raymond) Schulte, 0.S.B.
was ordained Deacon on July 11, 1978, by Bishop Rafael Grovas of the
Diocese of Caguas, at San Antonio Abad Abbey, Humacao, Puerte Rico.

. Father Francisco (Raymond) Schulte, 0.S.B.
was ordained to the Priesthood on 1% January, 1979, by Bishop Rafael

Grovas of the Diocese fo Caguas,.at San Antonio Abad Abbey, Humacao,

Puerto Rico.

.52,

Jos& M. Rodriguez, 0,S.B.
Abbot

This information has been given to me
by Abbot José Rodriguez of St. Antonio Abad
Abbey in Humacao, Puerto Rico. We do not
have any records of the ordination of Fr.
Francisco (Raymond George) Schulte,

Rico

0SB SCHULTE 00099



ST. JOHN’S ABBEY
COLLEGEVILLE, MINNESOTA 56321

16 March 1978

Dear Father Abbhot,
I just want to acknowledge receipt of your letter of today and respond to

it briefly.
Firgt of all, there is no dis ointment on my part in your not

preferring my home parish in North Carol for ordination as Deacon over
being d . As I lin, it Just
a thou s ised by I simpl anted
to ask nd s on it, se. Ih no

real preference myself. So, no problem there at all. Thank you for your
response to my guery. One reason.it was considered was the fact that Rafael
is not at all sure will be ready in July. In fact, he wrote in Decem-—
ber and again in Fe ¥ to say he would probably finish next Christmas. The
July date is news to me since Fr. Landelin's letter of March 8,
As to Fr.
Kieran, I have not seen the re t you refer to. In fact, in the co

of my two years in the Div. Sc 1, I have recéived only one written 1-
uation (last year's from Fall, 1976) and I have never yet been consulted on
that one or any other evaluation, even though the one I received said that it
pélicy to discuss it first with the stud
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ENGLISH TRANSLATION FOR ABBCT JCHN EIDENSCHINK, OSB

rmonasterio san antonio abad / apartado 729 / humacao, puerto rico 00661

Very Rev, Fr, Prior Landelin, OSB
Monasterio San Antonio Abad
Humacao, Puerto Rico 00661

January 10, 1978
Dear Fr. Landelin,

As you already know, after presenting my petition for ordination to the
Diaconate to the FPaculty of the School of Divinity at St. John's, I re=
celved the reply, "Not now"., As thls was not very specific, I talked with
the Dean of the School of Divinity, Fr. Kieran, in order to try to deter
mine what this "Not now" meant. Fr. Kleran said that he did not really
know and that I would have to talk with the individuals who voted on the

day of the decision.

fell, after having spoken with various members present for the votation, I

have been able to ascertain the followings:

+ The voting toock place without Fr. Sub-prior André being pre-
sent, with whom I had spoken in depth about the special pro-
gram of studies. (Fr. André is in charge of the Benedictine
clerics and 1s supposed to know more about the background of

my program than anyone else.)

+ Fr, Jerome Theisen, my academlc advisor, presented my special
program to the Faculty, but he did not explain to them the '"why"
of the program, and therefore the faculty members did not un-
derstend our reasons for having arranged a program of twe (2)
academic years at St. John's before ordination to the Diacon-

ate instead of the "normal" three (3) years,

+ One of the Professors (who just arrived from Germany this past
semester) was sure that I was somehow undergoing some mental

disturbance and that I was "tranquilized". I went to her of-
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TRANSLATION FOR ABBOT JOHN ~- Fage 2

monasterio san antonio abad / apartado 729 / humaczo, puerto rico 00661

fice In order to explain to her that I simply had a skin
rash, caused by the extreme dryness at St. John's in the
winter and by the use of soap that drles out my skin to a
great degree. In order to cure the rash the doctor pre-
scribed a medicine which was so strong on my system that
it made me feel sleepy and groggy for a few weeks, until
the rash had been cured. Well, she continued with her
previous 1cea (thinking I was under sedatives for some
mental problemi) and afterwards she told me herself that
"I fought strongly against vour petition because you were
under some kind of pressure and we both know very well
thet you were under sedation. I do nect know why you want
to rush with your studies!™ I again tried to explain the
situastion about the rash and also abcut our arrangement
that had been made with Fr. Kileran for the two years instead
of three, but she was not interested in listening sc I
gave up trying,

+ No one presented any report on my four (4) years exer-
clsing the Ministries of Acolyte and Lector here In the
Barrlos, and therefore, the members of the Faculty knew
nothing whatsoever about my pastoral experience ‘these past
years: preaching, teaching, presiding at Services of the

(Communion Services) in the different Barrios, working
as the Chaplain of Camp Arawak these past three (3) years
and the other services/preaching: I have conducted for the

lonastic Community itself at times.

% The Faculty members sald ‘that my academic record 1s excellent
and they did not mention anything in thils respect that was

not both good and pesitive.
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TRANSLATION FOR ABBCT JOHN -~ Page 3

rmonasterio san antonio abad / apartado 729 / humacao, puerto rico 00661

+ BEach of the Faculty members with whom I spoke told me with-

! out any reservations that the decislon was something posi-

" tive and "supporting”, but that since they heard the matter
of being under some sort of pressure mentioned so much (by
the above méﬂtioned professor) as wall as the thing about
"rushing”, they did not want to add to that "pressure" now
wilth the ordination to the Diaconate. They thought they
could give me time to breathe, thinking that the things the
professor sald were true, It was not a negative vote by any

means, but rather a positive one.

S0, while I am willing to accept the decision of the Faculty, I find myself
ill at ease - dissatisfied-—~ with this decision, for I now know that the
Faculty members made their decision based on information that was both ine

complete and incorrect,

I firmly and sincerely believe that I am pirepared for the Dlaconate this
summer, as I have already functioned these past four (4) years almost as a
Deacon, lacking cnly the celebration of Baptlsm, Marriages and Funerals. The
other ministries I have already been performing responsibly these past four (4)
years.

I would like to present this matter to the Senior Council with the end of
asking the Senior Council for its help in discerning whether I ought to ask
the Abbot directly for the canonical letters (approval) in order to be ordain-
ed this summer, according to the program of studies and the plans that we

made a2lready with Fr. Kieran.

With the conviction that the Faculty made its decision in the best of faith
but with both incomplete and incorrect information, I submit this matter to
the Senior Council and ask its help and thoughts, since I do intend to dis-
cuss thls with the Abbot during his stay here. I await & discussion of this
with great thankfulness, hoping that such a discussion can tzke place as soon
as possible in these days that remaln before the Abbot's visit. Thank. you.

f_ol:w'es o 'jzz‘:;_r \5:2—:'?- ) 'F:ﬂ:ﬂM &w/ 0‘{&
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M¥onasterio San Antcnio Abad
Box 729, Humacao PR 00661
January 15, 1978

Rev. Kieran Nolan, 0SB
Dean of School of Pivinty
St. John's University
Collegeville MN 56321

Rev. and dear Fr. Kieran,

Greetings In the Lord and thank you for your Christmas message which arrived
Saturday.

Perhaps I should have informed you earléer about Bro, Francisco Schulte's acti-
vities. The ity and I very 1 satiefied with the way you worked

out a study p with and Bro. cisco. At 5o time have I, nor any member
here as far as I know, pressured him to accelerate his studies. Yet, I do have to

gay that he is just as re of our needs, personn se, as the rest of us. In none o
of our conversatioms h I detected in him an exp ion of feeling that he was

being pushed or pressured by the community.

Vhat n por ity t es,

He ha d 11 each the
Hord" d ts olgr

groups for the different Summer Camps, or, on occasion, for the comuunity. Further-
more, he has filled in fo in country chapels wveral t when X was un-
able to be there. This m cel ating the Word the Co lon Service.

In this aspect he has had more practical rience than his cl e, Bro. Oscar,
who received the order of diacomate this ing. Also, Bro. F co hag had a
semegter of hospital work experience for which he was given a very good rating.

The ity here is happy e very poeitive approbation of Bro. Francisco's
acad atings and the fu t of his plan of studies under your direction.

Nevertheless, I should like to personally encourage him, if it is possible, to take
an important course which he missed while being in Jerusalem, namely, that of
"Developing Counseling Skills .

The above reflects my theughts and those of the Semior Council. We are thankful
to you and to the many others that have done se much for ohr community by giving
Bro. Francisco this good preparation.

Thanking you siacerely in the Lord and wishing you an abundant and fruitful new
year, 1 am

Gratefully yours,
A

, osb

Copy to: Abbat John Fidenschink, osh
Ass't Prior André Brissett, osb
Fr. Jerome Theisen, 0SB
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monasterio san antonio abad / apartado 729 / humacao, puerto rico 00661

January 20, 1978;

Dear Father,

Encloséd, please find a translation that I made for you
of the letter I sent to the Senior Council and Prior in
regard to the matter of ordination. as Deacon sometime

this summer, after my course work is done at St. John's.

I 11
as £
te le
Yo

Novice Master, Fr. Jaime (who has been more or less
directing my academic work for the past years) about
this matter.

I get o
— as pl
Just u
first h
Enjoy your » and get some sun while vou're here!
Thanks for continued kindness.

M/?%
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Saint John’s University
Collegeville, Minnesota 56321
612:363-2444

School of Divinity

January 23, 1978

Rev. Landelin Robling, 0.5.B.
Prior ’
Monasterio San Antonio’ Abad
Box 729

Humacao, Puerto Rico 00661

Dear Father Landelin:

Thank you very much for your letter of January 16 with the report
of your thoughts and the Senicr Council regarding Brother Francisco
Schulte's activities and commitment to aervice with the community

at Humacao. -

I will be happy to share your reflections with the staff and faculty
of the School so that they may be more fully aware of the scope of
service which Brother Francisco has already experienced. I will alse
inquire about .the possibility of Brother Francisco taking a course
in "developing counseling skills."

b
We sincerely hope that we can continue to enable Brother Framcisco
to reflect upon and deepen his pastoral skills in ministry in
preparation for ordination to the diaconate and to priesthood.

Sincere best wishes to you and to all the community at Humacao.'
Sincerely yours In Christ; .

AN

(Rev) Kieran Nolan, 0.S.B. ~
Dean-Rector

KN/rz .
cc: ot John Eidenachink, 0.S,B.

Ass't Prior Andre Brissett, 0.S.B.
Fr. Jerome Theisen, 0.5.H, '
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Pl 22,1978
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28 Pebruary 1578

Dear

Yenterday I received your letter of the 22nd and I am grateful to
you for writihg dand, zlap, for youy nrayervs for my health., T am
happy to assure you that I ze altwet fylly wecovered- the foot is
5till slightly swollen but I hope that will disappear in a couple
of days, I am leaving for a guick tvip to ovr migsion in Tokyo
but will returm on the 6th.

Brother Ray cuntinves to do well in his studfes and 1 know he is
looling forward to returnlng to Puerto Rico. I am hanpy that he
had a sice visit with you nedar the end of Japuary.

With every good wish, and the prayer that Sod bless you and 211 of
the family, T am =

Sincerely yoursy

Johm Eidenschink, 0.85.B.
Abbot

JE/ev
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monasterio san antonio abad / aparlada 729 / humacao, puerto rico 00661

March 8, 1978

Dear Francisco,

Sorry I have been letting you hang in the air a bit.
I think be t r home community
share
be some time
Since we do not have any particular activity for the
1lth of July, it might be his day for the deaconate.

was recalled to his postoffice job. His
classes were redistributed three weeks ago. I have
one section and means getting some preparation in too.

8o far I have received a word from . and

, as to their t here. It really
amazing the great number of rsomns who e werked
here, If I include petition for infor ion on the

religious life, their will be over 600,

Lent has been dry, water-wise, until last evening.
And then not very much, but took the heat out of the
air. : ¢

From a remark by Zaccheus it seems that
will not be staying. No reasons as yet,

The planning meetings with the going over the retreat
questionnaire has been a good thing. Will try to
get something formulated on when should a prospective
candidate make his application for the noviate etc.,
efter hiphschool, or after basic courses 1 or 2 years,
afcer college, etc. Perhaps we can get & general puide-
line, even though most of this should be on a personal
basis according to his situation.
Thank you for your prayers and love; we will continue
to do the same in the Lord. Fraternally,
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Saint John’s University

Collegeville, Minnesota 56321
612:363-2444

School of Divinity

March 13, 1978

Rt. Reverend John Eidenschink, 0.S.B
Abbot, Saint John's Abbey
Collegeville, Minnesota 56321

Dear Father Abbot:

I it in ¢ d to Bgothex T co Schulte, 0.5:B. »
or o ress "state of the on" regarding the tive
("not yet") vote of the faculty last Npvember.
Bro anc © x
for ic e,
nee eop
19 rec ed fsed
him at Saint Cloud Hospital (cf. enclesupe), ’
The prob ave arisen duy rother Francisce'a stay at
Saint Jo be based on a er of igsues, Before atarting
t he g ab
c hi r er
t rs TE
i ] o be o%
granted.
At t £ culty m in ex, 1977 fa
as & d Brother Lsco nly one tex
s 1, 1976 ‘an
ter, 19 anc em,
or of t TOR al
and wasé absent from the Novembex meeting. There was substantial
ampng th acul 1977 t h 1& e
ge of Bre r Fr rare t d ‘p euts
as a can  ate fter o t s st in
the school and without evaluations frem achools of ministry previeusly
attended. ' '
e no donbt that the negat te veflected pax y- the
t the faculty did not kn well engugh to - a positlve
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Rt. Rey. John Eidenschink, Q.S.B,
Page 2 '
February 13, 1978

Jjudg « But other areas were cit 1. It was, for instance,
wment d that Brother Francisco is ation for a skin rash;
of itself this may be inconsequential. But the medfcation directly
affected hia performance in his school work by making him drowsy and

st to fall cl re is a 1 of
sh in Brot co c 8 not £ 1 eeting,
ch t sltw cu the f de =t

t t each student in a y which does not set apart as '"special"

£ his peers, regardl of special academic ngements, If T
interpret the thought of the ulty, seemed t no
son to "rush him through" to rder o istry whi 8 conse—

quence for his own life at a time when the faculty has such little
knovledge of his ablility to do the task of ministry adequately.

To have done so would be a denial of faculty responsibilty. As you
know faculty votes, positively or negatively, arise from the experi-
enced prdactical judgment of the faculty., It may well be that Brother
Francisco and this particular the gifcal faculty do not see eye to
éye on qualities necessary fer mi try. In that case, due tp
limitations on both sides, it may be neceasary for Brother Franciaco
to pursue his studies for priesthood In a different way.

s e had bot hance to mature and to und o
sc faculty, 1 be happy to comsider his pli-
fo o orders

In the meantime I trust Brgther Francisco will continue tp weork with
tis immediate supervisor, Father Andre, and his academfc adv;sor,

Jerome. I have little doubt that their judg will we
in any further deliberations of the faculty =z ding Bro
sco.

I regret that I did not give you a fuller report on this matter earlier.
If I can be of any ‘further assistance. .I would be happy to talk with
you about it at any timeg

With sincere good wishes. Do L
Sincerely yours in Christ,

¢ 5.7,
CR,erv 0.S.B.

Dean-Rector

KN/zz
Enclosure
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FRANCISCO SCHULTE, O.8.B.

. Francisco develcped a very meaningful relationship with one of
the patients on his unit, His ministry was top notch and his dedica-
tion was beautiful. He is a good listener and concerned about pe'ople.
I tix'mk Francisco would do well in hospital ‘ministry becaus.e he seems

to have a light-hearted spirit along with being empathetic, which is

necessary for hospital minisgtry.

He related well to the nursing staff and his written work was on -

time and meaningfully done.

Sister:Georganne Burr, O, S. B,
Asgsociate Chaplain
St. Cloud Hospital
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SAINT ]OHN’S ABBEY
COLLEGEVILLE, MINNESOTA 56321

March 13, 1978

Dear Father Abbot,

I thought I Would ask you a favor, if you don't mind, in regard to
our talks last February S and 13 about the possibility of my being ordain-
ed Deacon this May. After speaking with you the second time and getting
your assurance that I could plan on being ordained in May, I wrote Fr.
Prior Landelin to inform him of that, with the understanding that the in-

formation not become common knowledge yet in order to facilitate your own

handling of the matter from thie end and my own continued studies here for
the remainder of the semester,

In the course of the letter I asked Fr. Landelin if he would be will-
Ing to give me permission to have the ordination at my family parish in
Chapel Hill, North Carolina. The Parisgh has supported me so warmly over
the years and particularly the present Pastor., Since the priestly ordina-
tion would certainly be in P.R., I thought it would be meaningful to involve
my own home parish in my diaconal ordinatién if possible. The Pastor has
expressed his desire to do so, if possible. Well, Fr, Landelin's answer
arrived today and he said yes, so it seemed to me that the next step would
be to check this out with you.

The time is going by so quickly and May is getting closer and closer.
If I am able to be ordained in North Carolina I must inform the Pastor of
that fact so he can set a firm date, and so the Bishop can have ample time
to confirm that date, according to his calendar. The Pastor has indlcated
that, should permission be granted, May 27 would be ideal (it's his 24th
anniversary to the priesthood) and the Bishop has indicated his willingness
to officiate, though of course no date was considered as such since it was
merely a question of asking whether he'd be willing in the eventuality of
this happening.

Canonlcally, I am aware that the dimissorials must go to Bishop Speltz
or Bishop Groves (depending on which "Domus Religiosa" I belong to) so I am
aware that one of them must give his permission to Bishop Gossman (Raleigh)

to ordaein, according to can. 966, another reason to start writing now.
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Abbot John, March 13, 1978 2222222

SAINT JOHN’S ABBEY
COLLEGEVILLE, MINNESOTA ;6321

So, to end this thing before 1t becomes a book!

1)Can you put a note in my mailbox with your permission to write my Pastor
in North Carolina to fix a date with the Bishop for late May for Diaconate?

2)}Would you be wiiling to start the canonical process rolling now by getting
Bishop Speltz' permisgion to permit Bishop Gogsman of Ralelgh to accept
the dimissorial letters and ordain me in May?

3)Will you then be kind enough to write Bishop Gossmen to let him know you

approve, or will the actual dimissorials be okay when they are issued?

Forgive me for bothering you, but the time i1s truly getting short when
one considers that all arrangements must be made yet. Out of courtesy to
the Blshops I thought I ought to present something definite as soon as pos-—
sible. Since # 1) above is the most important right now, I've written you
this lstter so as not to take up your time with an actuael meeting, I do
appreciate your kindness and attentlion In this matter. Agein, thank you.

Sincerely in our Lord,
F/wzauoigco /?ﬁés
(Bro.) Francisco R. Schulte, 0.S5.B.

encl.: 1
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16 March 1978

Brother Francisco R, Schulte, 0.8.B.
Saint John's Abbey
Collegeville, Minnesota 56321

Dear Brother Francisco:

I regret that I was busy eavlier this morning when you wished to come to
see me, but I have been struggling for several days to catch up on some
important corresvondence. I think 1t better mow to put my ~enly to your
letter of March 13th in vriting.

I must admit that T wege not too hapoy with your request to be crdained so
the diaconate at your family parish in ¢havel 7111, Worth Cnrolinma, ‘There
are going to be greater waves than I had nnoi ; contiary to
the vote of the MMvinity School faculty., = v De lassened
if the need for the mission in Puerke Iiecc cam 52 =%

©w
"

?Prior Landelin’s

July 11lth, »resum
the misgion, Leczu
there in July., This
dicrional six we
readiness for gzd

A

[
U

D pa

[

P @
)

[N

Yesterday T veceilved
the questinn’ —egavd
November.” Xe enclo

the Saint Cloud “sp
not indicate whether nhe has difscussed this re:
T understanc that this iz usually done,

I sent a copy of the evsluation to Prior Landelin yesterdsy afternoon, n
whom T algo expressed my preference for your beinz ordeined in Tuvevis !
rather than in North Carolina. I, slso, adked him to comsulz
Council regarding the report amd to let me Mmow hls reachion o
convenient., Tha evaluatfon of Pather Kierenr letves me ouzzled
have = 1ittle more time I will seek further informmtion fiom h :
1 would appréciate your getting for me a tramscript of your grades im the
Registrar's OEfice, especially the marks for the lasr semester,

£l
qem
2

N

I hope that this will not be disturbing to you, and above 211 theat 1
¢lminish your celebration of doly Week and Esster, If you wish to &
further, I hopé¢ we can find & convenient time one of these next days.

Devotedly yours,

Abbot
JE/ev
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[+
28 March 1978

The Teverend Kieran Wolan, O.S.B,
Qffice of the Dean-Rector

Sch sl
3ai ! sity
Col 1 sota 55321

/
r Father Kieran:

":'eg':et the delay im thanking you for your letter of Mavch 13%h
express the "state of tha cuestion' vrezatding the negstive {’not
vet') vote of the faculty 1ast Novembar,® I om zrateful also for
your having enclosed the evaluation which you received from the
chaplain who supervised fis work at the Saint Cloud Hospital the
£irat semester of this academic yeaz, It 1z a very fine a2
1ike all the other evaluations of his work that T have seen.

e
GATLGT

2

to two statements &n your letter,

ause they made ii 1 sy. &L mere
1d have heen that 8 2

'
i

Fan A hpel Tine.

fecte -
cnus La

azrks

ef 1lz=s af the firet
£y le ich s9ys thak
sco pu stiulizs for

With : the prayer that Zod bless you and youy worlk, I nm

Devoted 1y yours,

/{bbot

: ‘EIEI v
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ST. JOHN'S ABBEY
COLLEGEVILLE, MINNESOTA 66321

April 15, 1978

Dear Father,

I simply want to inform you that Fr. Kieran has asked to see each of the
Benedictine students in the Dilvinity School this coming week, and that I have
my eppointment with him 6n Tuésday afterndoﬁ, April 18, at 3pm. At that time
I intend to inform Fr. Kieran that I will not be returning to the Schoocl of
Divinity efter the close of this present semester.

Since we have already discuseed this and Puerto Rico has approved of this
course of action, I am assuming that everything is in order at this point for -
my return t; Puerto Rico. My talk with Fr. Kieran will simply inform him of
the MSAA Community's desire and need for me at home, and thet they will take
charge of my further priesthood studies, as they have Oscar's and Rafael's. I
will also thank Kieran for the past two years, etc. I have no intention of go~—
ing into anything further with him. Just wanted to let you know.- Thanks,

T
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ST. JOHN'S ABBEY
COLLEGEVILLE, MINNESOTA. 56321

April 19, 1978

Dear Father,

1
Accomp e, p =8 ac of the letter that)plen to d to
Fr. Ki Fr. e d to cel all meetinge yesterday will
not be rth e wee , 20 his secretary says he will try

to see the onee he missed in May sometime.

I have sent a copy of this plenned letter to Prior Landelin also so both he

and you may see well in advance what I plen to send Kieran. Should you have
any objections to the letter, pl just let me know &0 I can revise it accord-
ingly. I tried to make It very controversial—a thank you for what he has
done and an explanation of what my general plans are. I meke no mention of any
ordination date or plans, etc. On May 5 I will send this to him, and a copy to
Frs. Andre and Jerome Theisen, The contents are, of course, private until then.

I hope this is a solution that removes you from the distasteful situation it pre-

viously seemed to place you in, l.e., t 8 .
I can assure you that I want to prevent t

feel this solution does so. Come late J 8
Council about ordaining me Deacon, and e at

independent request. This is my prayer.
Thank you again for your kindness. I111 come to see you later on, in May some-
time, to talk about this all for the last time, God willing. God bless you,

Fremcirco
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SAINT JOHN’S ABBEY
COLLEGEVILLE, MINNESOTA 356321

May 5, 1978

Very Rev. Kieran Nolan, 0.S.B.
Dean, School of Divinity

St. John's University
Collegeville, Minnesota 56321

Dear Father Kieran,

At this time, on behalf of the Prior and entire monastic community at the
Monasterio San Antonic Abad in Puerto Rico, I would like to express their
thanks and appreciation for your having accepted me as a student in the
Divinity School here at St. John's and for all the concern and interest
you demonstrated at the time of my application to the School of Divinity
in 1976. The Prior has asked me to convey to you and the entire Faculty
of the School of Divinity the fact that we in Puerto Rico are well aware
of your original interest and assistance in providing the best possible
course of studies for my needs as a priest ministering in the specific
circumstances of missionary activity in Puerto Rico. Your kindness in fa-
cilitating a special course of studies hes not been forgotten, I can as-—
sure you,

Presently, the needs amd circumstances of the monastic community at San
Antonio Abad are such that 1 am needed back at home there for the next
school year in order to help out as much as I can in the Prep School, in
particular, and in the pastoral apostolates of the monastery wherever pos—
sible. Consequently, I will not be able to return to St. John's School of
Divinity after the completion of this present Spring semester.

So, by means of this letter, I am hereby officially informing you of my
withdrawal from the St. John's School of Divinity, effective after the

end of this present Spring 1978 semester. The Prior, with his Senior Coun~-
cil, will be directly responsible for my continued priesthood studies, as
they always have been in the cases of Fr. Oscar Rivera and Bro. Rafael Perez
Quinones, my classgates from the Novitiate.

I have discussed this several times with Abbot John and have his permission
to return home to Puerto Rico to help out as I can in our apostolates and
to continue my priesthood studies as the Prior and Senior Council there de-
termine. This is, of course, done with the permission and approval of Prior
Landelin as well as the Senior Council at San Antonio Abad.

Again, in the name of all at San Antonio Abad, many thanks for the past two
years in the School of Divinity here at St. John's,

Fraternally in St. Benedict,
4:h44uo;uco ’ q§43
(Bro.) Francisco R. Schulte, 0.S.B,
cc: Abbot John, Prilor Landelin, Sub-Prior Andreﬂ Fr. Jerome Theisen
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May 7, 1978
Dear Brether Franciaco,

I have your note asking that I give you from the wvault the files of
eorrespundernce for seven of the members of the community who once worked

in Puerto Rieco.

I checked through two of these files, and my judgment is that neither of

the two would permit their files to be given at this time even f£pr back-
ground material on the Monasterio Sas Antonio dbad. There are some personal
and confidential matters iIn these files, and I don't have the time to go
through them to eéliminate such matters. I woidld think that checking these
files will have to wait for another flfty wears or so.

Begretting my fnability to fulfill your vequest, and with 21l good wishes,

Devotedly yours,

Abbot

OSB SCHULTE_00122



30 May 1978

Brother Francisco R. Schulte, 0,5.B.
1908 Rolling Road
Chapel Hill, North Carolims 27514

Dear Brother Francisco:

Just a brief note, since I am leaving shortly for Sioux Falls for
the Golden Jubilee of Bishop Hoch, to thank yow for your letter
of the 26th and to rejoice with you in the visit you had with
your grandparents and the visit which you sre now having at home,
I appreciated your writing about the books which you obtaimed at
the bookstore.

Things continua about the same ag when you left only there seem
to be more of them. I would recommend to your special prayers
Pathers Sylvester, Matthew and Malachy. Each of these is very
weak, I anointad Father Sylvester Saturday evening and he
expects to be with the Lord by Thursday of this week. All others
are 25 well as ususl.

With greetings to the family, and to all in Puerto Rico, I am

Devotedly yuurs,

Abbot

JE/ev
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monasterio san antonio abad / apartado 729 / humacao, puetto rico 00661

June 13, 1978
My dean Father,

years.
Yes drove
bac coverer

fust get thia in zhe mell on
wou, Fathen, and plecse paay fos me.

as
ex
on
ik

a

of iimel!

ot ubout
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+PAX". May 26, 1978

Dear Father,

om th
w rfu ents
I n't e
hig since s he is faili bit by bit,
I see h e le indefin 1y for P.R.
s he ti she r
t St. s ge by
8 vh m . 1o -

My stay here in N.C. will be a nice chance to rest after
the rush of school, etc. There is work to be done {I am
going to paint the kitchen, etc.), but it is so different
from the academic routine it will be exactly in line with
Apbot Alcuin's famed "change of occupation" for his monks.

he hustle-bustle of leaving on Mornday, one thing I
ot to tell you was that I got some books I will be

Once mobe,I want to thank you for your kindness to me

over the past four years at St. John's. 1 s

be home to me, because of you and the Co 's

reception. I will write later from P, you!
. /M,
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19 Jone 1978

Brother Francisco Schultz, 0.85.B.
asterio San Antonfo Abad
rtado 729

Humscro, Puerto Rico 00661

Dear Brother TFrancisco:

Ia osing herewith the dimiss 1 letter for
oxd o to the diaconete, You give them to
sr

I hope that your retreat was fruitful,

ote me oned t Ja 2y 17th as B possible date
ord p sthoo it t date is decfded upon I
1d h t epre t.
8 1y s ring from cancer of lungs and
e t d Hospital and suffe g much,
e ut S

With svery good wish, end greetinge to all, I am

Devotedly yours,

Abbot

JE/ev
Enclosure
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monasterio san antonio abad / apartado 729 / humacao, puerto rico 00661

July 4, 1978
My dear Abbot John,

Happy 4th of July! I'm afraid it isn't starting off any too well down here:
last night some P.R, terrorists kidnapped the Corisul-to Puerto Rico from the
Hepublic of Chile. The terrorists demanded the release of the Puerto Rican
Natlonalilsts that are in Federal Prison for their attack on President Truman
and the Blair House in Washington some years back. Also, they have demanded
that the big 4th of July celebration/parade in San Juan be canceled, as well
as all celebrations of n the nd. Well, I this is the big-
gest thing that has hit quite ile; the rad TV are giving it
a huge coverage, oficoursey Please keep P.R. and all of us in your prayers. I
am afraid that this indicates the end of the "good old days" and signals the
beginning of serious problems regarding the Island's status. Once you have
a terrorist example to set a precedent you are in trouble. Ag in other Latin
American countries, the Continentals living on the Island will be prime tar-

gets. God keep us. '

Today Brothers Otto and Gregorio and I are driving to Guayama to visit with

the family of one of my old Religion students who is now in the Naval Academy.
The family has two other boys here at school and they are a large, poor but
lovely farming family originally from the States. The baby of 4 is dying of
Leukemia, which tears at my heart, but they all rally around him with love and
affection~—an example of family solidarity and warmth that is rare today, We
will just drive over (it's a half-hour farther south east than Yabucoa) and spend
the day visiting. Brother Gregorio is cutting them some bananas and plantains,

Thank you for your sending the dimissorial letter; it arrived safely and is in
the Prior's care now, awaiting the 1lth. My Mom and littlest sister will be
erriving on the 7th, God willing, and will stay till the 13th. Dad may make 1t
also, but I have no word definitely yet. He's not one for preparations. Ha!

I would be so happy and honored to have you here for the Priesthood ordination,
which you know already. UMy esteem for you and my appreciation for your fatherly
care is nothing I try to hide., Your interest has made this possible and there
is no one who ought to be here more than yourself. The Prior says. that the 19th
of Jeahuary is the day, Bishop permitting (his schedule, that is). That would
be a Friday and permit easier travel for my family since it would be at the end
of a work week and make it easier to take two days off. Also, the students can
take the half day off. Those who wish to attend are here and can do so; those
whe do not wish to attend can go home then at 10:30 when the Ordination starts.
Is the 19th of January, close to St, Anthony Abbot's Feast, good for you? The
folks here think it appropriate to have the first Alumnus of the Colegio to be
ordained a priest bave the ordination on or near the day of San Antonio Abad.

Be e ting Fr. and fr
of b the Im *and the

oS
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The Prior and the Benedictine Community

of Monasterio San Antonio Abad

are pleased to invite you to the e
Ordination as Deacon . .
of our monks ’
Bro. Francisco Schulte

and )
Bro. Rafael Pérez .
which will be celebrated at the monastery \ i

on Tuesday, 11 July 1978

at ten-thirty in the morning

by the imposition of hands

of our beloved Bishop and Pastor i o
the Most Excellent and Most Reverend

Bishop Rafael Grovas.

My dear family and friends,
olv

With the above words the monastic community and | inform you of my ordination as

a Deacon--the final step before ordination to th§ Pr:e%thood 'sometime next year.

| know that the many steps toward the Prlesthood over thesé past years must "have -
been rather confusing, and | thank you" for your lovifig~and prayerful ~Suppdrt .- I o
hope that | can help clarify things somewhat by means of this Ietter

\

The Second Vatican Council speaks of the sacred order of Deacon (the flrst of the
three levels of the official hierarchy of Deacon, Priest and BlShOp) in these words:
A d
"In communion with the bishops and his!group of priests, (the deacons) serve the
People of God in the ministry of the liturgy, of the word, and of charity. It is
the duty of the deacon...to administer baptism solemnly, to be custodian and dispen-
ser of the Eucharist, to assist at and bless marriages in the name of the Church, to
bring Viaticum to the dying, to read the sacred Scripture to the faithful, to in-
struct and exhort the people, to preside at the worship and prayer of the falthfu]
to administer sacramentals, and to officiate at funeral and burial serv[ces Dedl-
cated to duties of charity and of administrationj lét deacons’ ‘b’ mindful of the ad-
monition of Blessed Polycarp: 'Be merciful, duﬁngent walking according to- the truth
of the Lord, who became the deacon (! servant' in Greek) of all -

Once ordained, | will continue to serve as Chaplain at our Summer Camp here at the
Monastery. Also with the authority to celebrate certain of the sacraments, | will
assist our monk-prlests in our two parishes and their missions with marriages, bap-
tisms, funerals, Communion services, etc. When the school year starts | will teach
Religion in our Prep School and act as the students' Chaplain and . the Prior's per-
sonal secretary. There will also be weekend assignments in the parishes and their

missions.

So, the next months promise to be full ones. With Priesthood ordinatfon, | sus-

pect | will continue to do much the same work here. | will remain permanently at
our monastery here in Puerto Rico, where | am slncere]y happy. When we decide on
a date for the Priesthood, | will inform you again. | imagine it wil] be somet jme

after January or there-abouts next year.

My address from now on: Rev. Fr. Francisco Schulte, 05B
Monasterio San Antonic Abad

Box 729
“Humacao, P.R. 00661
P

N

God bless you all!
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10 July 1978

Rrother Franeclsco Schulte, 0.5.3.
Monasterio San Aptonfo Abad
Apartado 729

Rumscao, Puerto Rico 00661

Dear Brother Franclsco:

Thank you for your letter of the fourth which arrived last Saturday
I regret to learm of the iacident about the gervorists that morning
and I hope that this will not be the beginning of such acts in the
fature.

1 am grateful for the invitation to your and Rafael’s ordipation to
the dlaconate. T wiil remember both of you especially tomorrow as
we rejoice here both inm the professions and in the jubilees, Fer

Abbot fGregory’s golden jubilee two 2Bisiops and at least one abbot

will be here, On Friday evening I formally admitted our five .
candidates to the novitiste, and I reminded zhe community and those
present to pray alsa for the three ring *he nmovitiate there and
the cne who had emtered eariier im 0w Pleasse zive my sreetings
to your tiizee novices, and my congzatulations tc Srother Rafael ané

vourself,

You mentioned the possibility thst your ordinsztion to the priesthood
would be on January 19th, a Tricay. 4As far sg I cap see at this time,
that will be 2 good date for me., I will note 1t tentatively on next
r's cal ¥ and hope thet eve ing will work out. Now I must
vack ¢ rk on a homily for ght and ancrther for romorrow.
After Fsther death all are now quite well.

With greetimgs to all, and every good wish, I am

Devotedly yours,

Abbot

JE/ev
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Francisco R. Schulte, O.S.B.
Ordenacién de Dicono
11 de julio de 1978

“Trata de ser modelo de
los creyentes por tu
manera de hablar, tu
conducta, tu carldad,
tu fe y Ja pureza de
tu vida” (1 Tim. 4, 12)

FRANCISCO SCHULTE, OSB
Y
RAFAEL PEREZ, OSB
se consagran al ministerio
dlaconal de la Iglesia de -
Jesucristo hoy 11 de julio
de 1978 en el Monasterio
San Antonlo Abad de Humaceo.

(X

O.P 1 - S0
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Yo estoy entre ustedes
como el que sirve.
Lueas 22,27

I am among you as the
one who serves.
Luke 22,27
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Juy 23, 1978

monasterio san antonlo abad / apartado 729 / humacao, puerto rico 00661

My dear Abbot John,

Many thanks to you for the kind letter on
the event of our ordination to the Diaconate.
I think it was a simple and beautiful cere-
. The chapel was £ ed--about 250 per-
. They all sang so 11, and that was
out Fr. Jaime havin o practice before,
e usually does. It s a happy event.

things are calmer here.

student.

School starts 4n earnest on August 8 with 2
weeks of teachers' workshops, registration,
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book sales and the like. Classes start on
the 21st. We were able to get an alumnus

monasterio san antonio abad / apartado 729 / humacao, puerto rico 00661

as ect for gr 9 & 1 es
in ept. 10th, eorl
sub him till . I'l
grades 11 and 12, three seq .
a P ( ly
1 o a s
) t
s i e e} ic

e, meaning Photo Club,
aper, Yearbook, etc. I told them it
take me away from the Monastic routine
uch, so I will simply organize things
an elega like mad. Got any tips for me
fr your batial years that will work in
th hoto Siness???

One £ r to ask you:xcan ister me
in Mi  sota so I can perf riages there
legal In P.R. there is istration
T -—
t
i
s

but t we ought
at le . I would
r you ve time.

Will let you go now. You are in my prayers
always, as are the St. John's confreres, I
ask you to r me h God
bless you!
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1 August 1978

Brother Prancisca.Schulte, 0.5.B,
Monasterlo San Antonic Abad

tado 729 s
cao, Puerto Rico 00661 - :

Dear Brother Francisco:

Saint Cloud by me.

By now Brother Otto will alven you =11 the news from here 5o T
need not repeat it, The er 18 going much tes vapldly.

With greetings tec all, end every good wish, I am

Devotedly yours,

Abbot

JE/ev
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thonasterio san antonio abad / apartado 729 / humacao, puerto rico 00661

October 3, 1978
Deaxr Abbot John,

Greetings, Father. How's everything going at the Abbey? We just got the
latest CONFRERE here and have "devoured" it for news, as Fr, Julian Simon
described it the other evening. Yesterday was the patronal feast not only
of the Federation, but of the Parish in Yabucoa (Sentos Angeles Custodios).
About six of us from the Monastery went to Yabucoa to celebrate with the
confreres there. We had a Mass with the parishoners at 7pm (or thereabouts,
P.R. time...) followed by a Procession around town and then the Fathers

hed e great spread of rice and beans (What else???) for ue in the parish
house. It was a pleasant evening and I could see how Fr, Julien was truly
moved to have the confreres over.

I was able to serve as Deacon at the Eucharist, and was surprised to see
that Fr. Julian is pretty well informed of what Deacons are doing these
days. He only '"'stole'" one thing from me: the PAX. He apologized about
five times in the course of the evening. Ha! He also made his usual
pitch for "the young men" not to "abandon' Yabucoa after all the work that
has been done there, etc. Honestly, my heart goes out to him when I hear
him and Fr. Sergio say that and I am moved to the point that I would drop
everything at the Monastery and run to Yabucoa on the next publico and
start-in there.

Of course, in my heart I know that running to fill—in a hole in Yabucoa
solves nothing, since 1t leaves a hole in the Coclsgio. That sort of patch-
ing-up of thinges is no answer. I guess we will just have to be terribly
realistic and admit when we simply cannot do a certain job or jobs, as
painful as that is to most of us. And yet, I can't tell you how much I
admire the incredible work the men in Yabucea (and Humacao) have accomplish-
ed over the years. I am surrounded by a breed of missionary priest that I
used to read about in the Maryknoll books as a kid. Yet here they are,

my brothers in the monastic life——not mythe or figures out of a book. I
really wish there were some miraculous answer to our situation here, but
we are hardly unique: this Isleand is in desperate need for priests, no
matter where you look. God grant us a steady increase of them so we can
respond generously to the needs of His people, our brothersand sisters.

I can also thank the Lord for permitting me|spend such a meaningful period
as a Deacon here before going on to Priesthood. The assignment as Chaplain
has been as beneficlal to me personally in my own continued growth as a
monk and a minister as it has been (hopefully) to the Colegio as such. Each
to talk or cry or ask help and thank God, (and
they seem to receive the '"good word" they
needed. That is from the Lord, and it mekes me feel very small and yet is
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at the same time a cause to praise our Lord for delgning to work with simple
and plain instruments. These kids basically need someone to listen to them
with sincere interest and demonstrate some warmth and genuine concern for
them as individuals. Do they ever respond! Many (if not most) come from
family situations that make the image of a loving father or mother seem
1ike a child's fairytale about Santa Claus or the Easter Bunny. They are
wary at first about one's interest, yet given the time inevitably respond
in kind. There are some that don't respond and they make my heart ache at
times, because they're so desperately lonely and frightened. Yet, I do
what I can and ask the Lord to touch hearts that have been frozen-over from
a: real absence of love in the past. He will minister to them as I am unable

to do. '

Classes go well also: 9th, 1lth and 12th. 9th is Church Histery, and is a
real joy since the kids are still young enough to be manageable in the class-—
room, etc., 11th grade is Moral Theology and 12th Matrimony, Holy Orders and
other aspects of Vocatlion as such. The upperclassmen are hard eggs sometimes,
but even they are soft in the center and are looking for meaningful walues,
In God's good time they may soften-up even more.

When I was on the 2nd floor of the Boarding School for three weeks helping-
out till arrived as Prefect, I had one or two kids praying Ves-
pers with me every evening. They now come to my office in the night after
their study halls and pray with me., The group has grown to 25 at times,
though the "hard core" group numbers around 10 or so. They have made a

sort of support group based on prayer and openly share with each other their
needs, problems:and the like, praying for each other and offering some

real peer concern. How myster orkg! I am defini ot Charis-
matically inclined (don't tell }, though I love p d love to
pray with others. Yet out of nothing, really, He has raised-up this group.
T can't help but marvel at His love.

Please pray for me on our "dual anniversary" on October 15. I will never
forget that I was accepted as a candidate officially at St. John's by then
Prior Eric on the day of your Abbatial Blessing. Be sure you will be in my
special prayers on the 15th. Also, maybe they'll elect a new Pope that day.
I believe the conclave starts the 14th. Will one day do this time?

Guess that's all for now. Greet the confreres for me so they know I am still
alive, You are personally in my prayers as are the confreres at home. I do
ask you to pray for me so the L will conti less and strengthen
me as I try to serve Him g the od of my D ate and afterwards as
a Priest, By the way, have you got your reservations made for the 19th of
January? Avold the rushl!!

Take care, Father, and God bless you! You are missed, I assure you.

In our Lord and Benedict,

Francisco Schulte, 0.S.B.
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9 October 1978

The Ieverend.Francisco Schulte, 0.8.B.
sterio San Antonio Abad

Apartado 729 .

Humacao, Tuerto Rlco O$06461

Dear Brother Trancisco:

Thank you much for your long letter of dctober 3 which I received this past
Zaturdey, Homecoming, I very much appreciated all of the information ziven
in your letter ané I am happy that things have been going weil, though -
wish that we hed some momks who could be heipful in the parishes in Zuerto
es, I hope that your practice of saying Vespevs with a sroup of students
each evenlez will conticue and will Lear much fruite,

Taings heve been going welil here, znd Beeps ol year is off
ta a good start both acacemicelly znd sihletically, = Frep Gchool
isn't doing thag well t

As you g receivad the est

and not enef since th  a&xce

been und v for most of & pagl

cold and T don't kaow whaiz I hac except & !

dowm. Iz is still oot as stable as 2t e

determined to put in a day’a werk for a
S pasc E
2 they

smmend hi

Tathey reming in hoswitgl.
but, I hope to see him in g <ay 2 5o,
Two Weet, He was net zesrouding wall &
especially o your prayers.,

T
£

With the assurance that I will not forget our “fual anniversary™ on
Octobex 15, with greetings to all, and every zoof wiszh, I am

Devotedly yours,

Abbet

JEfev

.5, I haven't obtained reservations yet for the visilt tc Puerko iico for
Jenuary 19 but ¥ill probably do so soon since I understsnd the airiines
are already getting crowded.
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monasterio san antonio abad / apartado 729 / humacao, puerto rico 00661

‘October 23, 1978

Dear Fr. Abbot John,

away .,
T got a letter from Fr. and it
was a joy to hear from your fatherly

eye on him, because he doesn't sound too happy and
he can use a 1little Tender Loving Cere every now
and then, believe it or not! He'p not as hard an
egg as he lets on. Hal I wrote Bro. in
Jerusalem but no word yet. Patience

4

S0, take care and take it easy!!! Please pr for
this son of yours as he does for you. God b sl

In His love,

Fromcioce
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monasterio san antonio abad / apartado 729 /" humacao, puerte rico 00661 *

Muy Rev. P. Prior Lendelin, 0.S.B
Monasterio San Antonlo Abad
Humacao, Puerto Rico 00661

10 de enero de 1978
Muy apreciads P. Landelin,
Como usted ya sabe, después de presentar la peticlén para ordenacién al Dlaconado a

la Facultad de la Escuela de Divinidad de St. John's, recibi la respuesta, "Ahora no.”
Como esta fué algo no muy especifica, hablé con el Decanc del Seminario, P. Kieran,

.8 ig lo gue esta: a no" quiere decire... El P. Kieran dijo que
de 'y e yo -tendria ablar &on.los individucs que votaron'en el
ec : o c : o

Bueno; después de haber habrqdé con varics de los presentes en la votacidn, he podido
averiguar lo sigulentes

+La votaciébn se 1llevb a cabe sin la presencia del:P, Subprior /André, con guien,
yo habia hablado en detalle sobre el progfama éspecial de estudies. (P. André
es el encargado de los clérigos benedictinos y se supone que el sabe mas que
nadie el fondo histérico de mi programa,)-

+F, Jerome Thelsen, mi director académico present6 mil programa especial a la

Facultad, pero no les explicd el "por qué® del programa, y se quedaron ellos
sin entender las razones nuestras por haber arreglade un programa de dos (2)
aflos académicos en 5t, John's ante la ordenacién al Diaconado en vez de los

trés (3) afios "normales".

+Una la los Profesores, (llegd'en St. John's de Alemanla este semestre pasado)’
estaba convencida de que yo tenia una enfermedad de la mente y que yo estaba
Ytrangquilizado®. Yo fui a su oficina para explicar que tenia un~ salpullido

- S o erupcién de 1la piel, causado por la fal humedad en S5t. John's en el in-
’ wilerne y por el uso de jabbn que me seca la plel, Para curar la erup--
ld me recetbé una mede ) la tan fuerte e sist
hi tir sofioliento por ies s astqque se me el -
o. ella seguid con s ea de después ella ame Jjo
que "luché fuertemente contra tu peticibn uvee & o presibn y ambos
de nosotrog sabemos bien que tu estabas tr iliz . sé porque gquieres

ejecutar apresuradamente tus estudiosi™ Traté de explicar.la situacién del
salpullido (de nueve) y también el arreglo que hicimos con el P, Kieran para

“"3os dos afios y no trés, pero ella no quizo escuchar y.dejé de tratar.

+Nadie presentd un resfimen de mis cuatro afios del ejercisioc de los Ministerios
aqui en los barrios, y por esc no supleron los mlembros de la Facultad nada
de mi experiencia pastoral estos afios predicando, ensefiando, presidiendo en
los Servicios de la Palabra en los distintos barrios, y trabajando como el
Capelldn del Campamento Arawak estos Gltimos trés veranos.

+Decfan que md récord académico es excelente y no menclonaron nada en este
aspecto gue no era Yy positivo,
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December 20, 1978

Revdo, Francisco Schulte, 6.8.B.
Apartado 729
Humacao, Puerto Rico 00661

Dear Francisco,

Thenk you for your letter of the 8th, and for all of the good
wishes for Christmas and the New Year and good health and for
the imvitation to your ordipation and first Mass. I think you
were wise #n sedding the invitation and the Christmas preetings
in one, both time-wise and postage-wise.

I am sorry that I am 8o late in replying, and in sending the
Dimissorial Letters, since you asked that these be sent ac soon
as possible. But somehow the schedule has been tighter than
usual, and I didn't get to type out the Letters till this morn~
ing. Nor did I find time to call Bursch Travel and ask for re-
eervations for the trip to Puerto Rico. Pertially T was walting
For word about the blessing of the New Abbot in Belmont; I had
heard the 13th of Ja y, but nothing official has come, and so
now I think I will s that. I d4id finally call Bursch this
afternoon and the agency has just coufimmed this schedule:
Leave Mpls at 6:45 a.m on Esstern 277 for Atlanta
Leave Atlenta on t and errive San Juan at 3:08 p.m.
Eoth of these on d s January 17, 1979.
Theough I will only be there for five days, I plan to leave again on
the 22nd, a Monday, at 1:45 in the afternconr, getting back to Minneapolis
that same date at 8:02 p.,m. I had thought of going with Brother Francis,
but Tuesdays are at a premium, and we will have to hmve both Senior Coun-
cil and Chapter meetinpgs — add that is why I am cutting the stay there
rather short, though it would be good if I could just Spend a couple of
weeks loafing, though careful about sea urchins. Ocecasionally the foot
will swell a bit yet, but it doesn't really bother.

te well here ©o except Fr. Nicholas. He returmed from the

e week ago, p arily for a cataract operation. But his health
suddenly deteriorated and he became very weak. At his request, I anointed
nim last Sunday evening and he was taken to the hospitel. No real report
as yet, though the preliminary reports are not good. Poads are very
slippery but hopefully I can get in 8o see him tomorrow. Please tell the
community there about his illness..

Lvery good wish for a blessed and joyful Christmas, and special prayers
for these last weeks before ordination,

Devotedly yours,

Abbot

0SB SCHULTE_00145



SAINT JOHNS ABBEY* corgﬁta.gcavmna, MINNESOTA
OFFICE OF THE ADBOT
VISURIS SALUTEM IN DOMINO!
Cum dilectus Nobis in Christo Fillus
FRANCISCUS SCHULTE, 0.S.B.

Nobis vi professionis solemmnis subditus, in rite suscepto DIACONATUS
laudabiliter sit 'versatusl necnon, habita quoque ratione de efusdem jurata
testificatione intuitu ipsius ordinationis in sacris data deque subsecuti
scrutinii felici exitu, dignum se exhibuerit qul ad sacrum PRESBYTERATUS
ordinem promoveatur: Nos, tenore praesentium, ei facultatem conferimus
ut ab Excmo et Revmo Ordinario Dioecesis Caguas vel, eo annuente, ab alio
quocumque Episcopo, communionem cum Sede Apostolica habenée, ad sacrum
PRESBYTERATUM ordinari valeat: attestantes insimul praefatum Promovendum
voluntatem suam dicti ordinis suscipiendi sponte ac palam Nobis manifestasse,
studia ac pericula legitime peregisse, praescriptis exercitiis spiritualibus
vacasse, nec ulla irregularitate aut alio, quod sciamus, impedimento iuris
sive communis sive religionis nostrae particularis irretitum exsistere. In
quorum fidem has Dimissoriales Litteras manu Nostra subscriptas sigilloque
Nostro munitas expedire jussimus

Datum ex Abbatia S. Ioannis Baptistae, Collegeville, Minmesota.

Die 20 decembris 1978.
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Francizco R. Schulte, 0.8.B.

Ordenacién de Sacerdote
19 de enero de 1979
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12 Japuaxry 1979

Br er Franeiscéo 0.5,8.
Mo  terio Sam Ant d

Post Office Box 729

Humacao, Puerts Rico 00661

Dear Brother Francisco:

ted when Father Prior Landelinm told
to Rico a§ I had planned but that I
tten that Father Prior’s three-yeatr
d me of 1t on his visit here. Sinece
i felt I tould not wake two trips to

I hope the Prior's work will
o the help FPather Julianm will give

to the community snd to myself.

e has be u er out the ¢ ition of Father John Rulas}
pe that go but T ex t to ¢all him & little later
y. All r in re.

With greetings to all, and with renewed good wishes on the occaslon of your
ordination, I sm

Devetedly yours,

Abbot

JE/ev
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‘7
As of April 18, 1979 yorare: Padre Francisco R. Schulte, osb 3

atre ]
a gus -
[ 4

AMESAS iistas hen de mer entpegades & ni en ¢ wites ol Fin d8 Tusresms, :
DIRECCIONES DE WIS FAMILIARES °  (Padvem, hermanoS, ce..)

1) Kombre:

Dimmccifn:

Cindad y estado: .

Nfmero de teldfono:

2) Hombra:

Divecedén:_

Ciuded vy egkado e

Himeyo de toléfons:
3) Nombre:

Dimmién:_

Ciudad y ostado: . B

Nimerc de tsidfono:

b} Mombret

Direacidn:

Cludad y eatedo: _ i}
Nimero de teléfonu:
5) Nowbrat_

Direocidin:

tindad y estedo:

NGmore da teldéfdmo:

and then ask operator for e e
. , ac jan ¢ ng in the 1i school system.
A LA VUBLTA...favop de we 1 de lo=w ulos 48 val o@ @ Re
a pormit use. o8 de
lot axt debida idonzs
propledad de la perroquia.

Huclhss gracfas, U,1.0.8.D.
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" Items of greater worth entrusted to me for my use:

1
1
1
1
1
1

Canon 35mm camera with 2.additional lenses: beléphoto zoom & wide angle
Pioneer Centrex.stereo (family's ordination gift)

Silver Chalice (Mem's ordination gift)

Seiko digital watch (Dad's ordination gift)

Seiko wrist-watch from, college graduation
0ld gold-plated pocket-watch, a family reémembrance (should go to my

father in event of oy’ death)
Portable Electric Typewrlter (w1ll be returned to my sister in

June of 1979, God willing, when I go home to visit)

To the best of-my knowledge after 'a careful s¢arch of my room and my
office, these are ‘the items of greater worth entrusted to me for my
use. Of course, there are many small things of:1ittle worth too, as
in the case of religious 'pictures. or crosses,. etc. but they are of no
real monetary worth. If I can clarify anything I will be happy to do
B0,

Sincerely,

/F;:a/m,cixtagci’czdz/ﬁz
Rev, Francisco R. Schulte, osb,

April 18, 1979
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monasterio san antonio abad / apartado 729 / humacao, puerto rico 00661

May 6, 1979
My dear Father, Abbot John,

Greetings to you in the Lord! It seems like such a long & since
I wrote a letter to you, and I had been trying to get off ote or
short letter every month or thereabouts so you could keep up on what
I'm doing and the like. I th the last letter I sent up was with

Fr. Prior Gordon when he retu in J ry, which I hope you got,
by the At arny rate, be sure that are in my prayers daily
and I er your name with the Fope, Blshop and our Prior here in

the great Eucharistic Prayer. You are never forgotten.

Actually, as you already know from the Prior's many letters lately,
there hes been so much (too much?) happening around here that we are
almost at a loss to know where in the world to btegin a letteéer. I had

been looking fo d to visit fo Ordinaticn in the hopes of

being able to s wit about~so things but since that did

not work out I sm patiently awaiting your visit in a couple of weeks.
the way, Pr r Landelin me to et you at t Airport that
since we h e a Coxmuni eting s eduled and needs to be here
that or el it might erprett in a bad w , sorry to say.

So, God willing, I will be at the Airport on the 21st to meet you.
Just let us know what flight and time, etec.

The Prior has given me permission to m i + this s er
a bit longer since it is really the Or ( dieh I 4i t

take due to being in the middle of cla ) There w

be a Mass of Thanksgiving in North Carolina where my parents and two

sisters live and then another in Covin Kentucky, where I grew up,

in the Parish where I was baptized and e all the relatives still

live. Then Fr. Eric and I will attend the Priests' and Deacons' Con-
ference in Steubenville, OH., . At that point I have permission to go

to St. John's to visit with the Community there, returning te P.R. on
July 9, God willing. It will be a busy summer, but I guess once in
one's priestly life you've gotv to do it in honor and love for all the
many people whose prayers have supported one's vocation over the years.

Can I be bold and ask you a favor?
it is here, I wondered if I could a
the cost of the return flight from
I thought that perhaps that would h
Monasterio paying for my travel up
travel back to Puerto Rico. I le
ht be en appropriste gift, if you think it is warranted....

Pather, 1 am extremely happy in my ministry as a priest and constantly
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thank the Lord for His call to the priesthood. Sincerely, there

are times that T spend lost in meditation wondering how in the world
our Lord could've chosen me, what with my obvious limitations and
the like. But the beauty of His cholice and His sustaining grace
shine through when I can see Him at work through me in the positive
ways He touches the people that I am privileged to serve here at the
Colegio, in the Parishes and their Barrios, on Retreats, etc. Those
are the moments that I seem to be filled up with gratitude and real
thanksgiving because I know, as Benedict says, that whatever gecod we
are able to do, well3 that good has to be attributed to our Lord and
obviously not to one's self, At times like that I am reassured that
I am not alone and that the Lord is more than able to accomplish His
own work through instruments such as I am. He is truly good.

There is much more to tell you, but I will wait till you are able to
visit us here in person. I am aware that you must be as busy up there
as we are down here, all preparing for the end of the+school year and
the graduations. I have the Seniors' Mass on the 20%and will have
concelebrated the 8th grade or the 19th as well. We will see you on
the 21st, please God, as Fr. Kieran says.

Again, thank you for your kind prayers and be assured that you -are
much in mire. God bless you, Father. I'm really looking forward to
seeing you again after a year.

Your son in Benedict,

; g V- L .

(Fr.) Prancisco R. Schulte, OSB
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10 May 1979

The Reverend Francisco R. Schulte, 0.S.B.
sterio Anitonle Abad
tado 72 :

Aumacso, Paerto Rico 00661

Dedr Father Francigeo:

a 4 g t
-3 r é ri
I u g d
le 8 r
in prayer.
have been bu ere t 8 kas thin m to
way of pilin s b ra to ba go 11,
From the report of Prier Gordon after his vigit there, and from seversl
ters fr Prier I am gware o vari  prob that ve
sted an till ¢ t San Antonio . I tryin get dy
to deal with some of in a férthright manner during my visit. It ie

good to kaiow that you will pick me wp at the alr port om the 21st. I sent
my schedule to Prior Lindelin yesterday. I will arrive st San Juan at
3:23 p.m. on American flight 444 from Chivago.

I kiow the financial situstion there iz tight, and though we sre s t
tight here aleog, we will cover the cost of your return flight from Minme-

is to San 1 ppy that you will hdve a to viait with
parents, to enville and then to Saint 8. 1 am gure .

many here will be happy to sea you.

8 just mailed yeatérday eo thet will bring you somewhat up-to~-

news. I must hasten off to & meeting of the Executive Géverning
Board. Since I will be with you ghortly I can ddve further news till then.
With greetings to all, and every good wish; I am

Devotedly yours,

Abbot

JEfev
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rnonasterio san antonio abad / apartado 729 / humacao, puerto rico 00661

June 1, 1979
My dear &bbot John,
etings to you om Anto o© Abad--s of re d 8 since
left us! 3o If thou t that it s bad le were
e, you should se the p c¢e recent Brot B rd's

ducks are cbviously the best equipped creatures to live around here
and there are times when I think we should have flippers as part
of our habit. Oh well....

I wanted to info ou that Fat r Prior Pepe has named me
Sub-priors On T day afterno (May 31) he collected the  itten
suggestions of the Community which was her re for the Retreat.
He had previously asked the members to ok ray seriously about

who could best serve him as assistant, support, friend, etc. and the
Community in whatever ways the Frior might ask, etc. He told every-
one to think and pray for a few days so he could teke suggestions on
Thursday and consider them before naming the Sub-priocr. Well, my
name was one most suggested iech heppily coincided with Pricr
Pepe's o houghts and he info me this morning that ke was ask-
ing me to be the Sub-prior. On Monday, when the Retreat resumes and
21l are here he will make the news official.

Of course, it is a funny feeling to be named the Prior's assistant

when one is relatively young, but I had prayed to the Lord directly

about this after speaking with Prior Pepe and yourself, asking our

Lord to please be careful in making the selection of Sub-prior His

own will and that the most suited or best suited person might be named
c

e
b ered
t is~
e "
e a
iously separated generations and
ee Lat d the Continentals., One of my good points is
I t an "outslder" here, but am, rather, the "first
ts he erio/Colegio after 32 years. I float easily

between the Americans and the Puerto Ricans and in that sense can be
of a real service to Peve and the others.

Flease be sure to pray for me as I begin this service to Prior and
Community, that the Lord help me and guide me. God willing, I'll
see you around June 30, when I ought to arrive at the Abbey. Ny
flight back is for July 9th- same one you came on. God bless
you, Father. You are daily celebration of the Eucharist.

In the love of Jesus, Fj~e fﬁ .
a o AltO
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7 June 1978

The Reverénd Pramclace Sehulte, 0.8.:B.
Monasteris San Antonic Abad

ado 729 .

ag¢, Puerto Rico 00661

Dear Father Frantclsco:

ulati wishes as
y to nity as - or!
d the 18 es and ox

of the community. I am confident at
"srofit the brethren rather than p sid

1 te P xaf mentioning my meeting ther

e ey a ort his having jizat seen crash

o eD 5 emy deen full today 1s
ldst day of our retreat. The c r s given by er Dametrius
of Saint. \ncent are excellent snd more than the usual T are

here for the retreat. I understand there:is scme lobbylmg going on ia
re the election next August but T hear no detsils. I sm trying to gein
holy indifference, and I appreciare your prayers for the commmity and

mysalf,

All in the ity rémain pulte well, including thoge in the health
center. Father Romuald 1s back at work and Father Corneélius way
possibily recover sufficiently to be able to return to the Bahamas
later this summer.

With greetings to all, and every good wishy I anm

Davotedly yours,

Abbot

JE/ex
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-V

\/ICARIO REGDNAL Proyecto Concreto de un Instituto de

Teologia, sin UCB y sin 0.P,
VICARIATO REGIONAL DE PUERTO RICO 9 de julio de 1979(Reunidn de COR)

PROPUESTA CONCRETA PARA

INSTITUTO DE TEOLOGIA

9 de julio de 1979

Observacion : En vista de que se ha llegado a la conclusién

y declsién definjtiva por la Conferencia de Religiosos de Puerto Rfco,
en su reunidn extra-ordinaria de Superiores Mayores{(Varones) de! 30 de
junio de 1979, que NO SERA POSIBLE INCORPORAR EL PROGRAMA DE TEOLOGIA
en la estructura de la Universidad Central de Bayamén; y que por otro
lado el Consejo Regional de los PADRES DOMINICOS han decidido, con
fecha del 5 de julio de 1979, que NO SERA POSIBLE que los Padres Do-
minicos se encarquen de dicho Instituto: la mejor forma para establecer
serd que los SUPERIORES MAYORES realmente interesados en el proyecto
nos reunamos para fundar un INSTITUTO DE TEOLOGIA por nuestra cuenta.

Las seis o siete ORDENES RELIG!OSAS

chinos, Carmelitas-0.Carm., Dominicos,
Franciscanos-0.F.M., Trinitarios-S.T.) forman una COOPERATIVA 'de Con-
sumo''(incorporada o no incorporada) e€h orden a establecer y operar
un Instituto de TeologTa, aplicando los PRINCIPIOS DEL COOPERATIVISMO,
es decir, que todos los particlpantes tengan intereses reales en el
Proyecto y que estén dispuestos a hacer sus aportaciones correspon-
dientes.

ORGANIZACION DEL INSTITUTO PARA 1979: Después de DOS ARDS casi de pre-
paracisn de n Puerto Rico, estamos psicolé-
gicamente preparados para lanzar este proyecto, y haria un gran dafo

2 la moral y la Identidad de 1a misma Conferencia de Religiosos, si no
empezarfamos este mismo afc. Tambi&n para que el desarrollo futuro
(para religiosas y laicos) de este centro de formacién no se atrase,
es Iimportante empezar lo m3s pronto posible, aunque sea en forma hu-~
milde.

Mas en concreto, la organizacidn del Instituto de Teologia signi-
ficard mayormente lo siguiente:

CONSEJO GENERAL DE SUPERIORES: Deber3 formarse de inmediato
ral ( irectores, Junta de Sfndicos)
compuesto de los Superiores de las seis o siete Ordenes y
Congregaciones REALMENTE INTERESADAS en el Proyecto, Este
Consejo funcionard como una Junta de Directores(Sindicos) y
tendrd la alta direccidn y responsabilidad por el instituto.

CONVENTO DOM 9 RPTO. FLAMINGO, APARTADO 1963, BAYAMON, PUERTO RICO 00619
TEL. 786-4508
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Instituto de Teologfa =2- 9 de julio de 1979

2 Para la ad istracién dlaria
eral nombra vy establecers,
ente de las smas seis o siete
bros de la operatival':

Un Director competente a tiempo
e pueda dar algunas clases) para
y dirigirlo luego,

E1 staff administrativo podr3 ser
. na secretaria y un encargado de la
e fundir estos dos puestos en uno).

3. Inicialmente se apotardn los programas
ya para la proyectada Escuela de TeologTa
e se ajustardn a las demandas, especialmente

S.

5. ESTUDIANTES: Inicialmente, los estudiantes del Instituto sersn

los que pre tar la Esc a de e
la u saber de 1 Agu Benedi nos, s

Carm -0.Ca ., D nic nciscan 0.F.M ta-

rios En t al, cue unos 1 12 e .
como o, a ser ea ibcesis vie s ntes tambi.
M8s tarde, se espera, participardn también las religlosas y

y lafcos.

de los Angeles, de la Arquididcesis,

Observacidn: E1 inconveniente es que ningunas de estas facilidades
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Instituto de Teologfa 3= 9 de juljo de 1979

pertenecen a los miembros de la '"Cooperativa'l de! Instituto;
una posibilidad seria alqui1ar1as, perp todavfa no serfa la
mejor solucidn,

Si entre las seis o siete Ordenes mencionadas arriba, no existen
facilidades adecuadas, me gustarfa sugerir que el Semlnarlo
Dominico, en Bayamén, podrd proveerlas. Los Dominicos tenemos

un edificio adecuado, destinado para el Noviciado, pero en

este momento no hay nov 05 ¥y no se esp n novicios para
1979-80, AhT hay un sal grande para da lases, una biblioteca
de teclogfa suficientem e amplia y con re acondicionado,
suficiente espacio para tablecer una o s oficinas, un
ambienté tranquilo y la cercanfa del Seminarfo Dominico eon

otra buena Biblioteca; ademds se trasladarfa los 1 ,000 libros

de teologia que la UCB ya ha comprado este afio para el mismo

fin,
Es sola una sug ncia, pues necesitariamos el acuerdo
de los Padres d Noviciado, y adem§s, del Consejo Regional
de los s Domini de Puerto Rico. Pero hay posibi)idades
que los nicos ce os estas facllldades, por lo menos,
por uno s afios d [nlcio del Instituto.
7
8
(Para e) y costos, ver la .
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Instituto de Teologfa <h= 3 de Jullo de 1979

a. COSTOS Y GASTOS:

(1) Sservicios Personales;:

Facultad(5 $26.00 1a hora)
Director($ 500,00 al mes, clases adic.): 6,000
Secretarial{como minimo) 6,600

$ 11,000
$
$

Bibliotecariolcomo minimo) $ 8,500
$
$
$

119 1 3

Personal de Limpieza 2,000

(2) Gastos Generales{globalmente) y alquiler 5,000.

(3) Equlpo, Muebles, etc, 4,000.

(4) Biblioteca:

- Compra de Libros $ 6,000
= Revistas, etc. $ 1,000
" =~ Otro ‘ $ 2,000
TOTAL DE COSTOS Y GASTOS: $ 59,100.

b. ENTRADAS (Inicialmente):

(1) Por concepto de matricula($ 60, por créd.) § 24,000.
(se calculan 10 estudiantes con 17.crs.)

(2) Donativos(de los mismos Superiores) $ 6,000.

(3) Donatlvos de Oestpriesterhilfe, etc, $ 5,000,
TOTAL DE ENTRADAS

¢ BALANCE NEGATIVO: (sin reduciones) $ 24 _100.

d. REDUCCIONES POSIBLES: Como se ha indicado arriba, seré
los costos gastos, en varios
ibliotecari .P.) = ~$ 8,500.;
- $ 3,000, 3)Alquiler(0.P.) =
PY==-3 00; (5) Secretarias

En total, una reducc!én de unos ; de esta manera
el BALANCE quedarfa en cero(-o-)

e serd sufficiente que

s Superiores Mayores
podrd conseguir el

ones de Religlosos y

ebe descartar la

go reconozca los tftulos
tal esperanza!).,

9. I

) or

que enviardn a sus estudlantes;
benepl&cito de la CEP y de las

«© de Educaci6n Catélica; y por fi

posibilidad de que alguna Unlve

CIVILES(a pesar de todo, la UCB

10, FILOSOFIA: No hemos encontrado o inuar
a de Filosoffa en la Ul
ra con toda regularidad,

Q3G O W e

Bayamdn, Puerto Rico
9 de jullo de 1979 0.P.

Vicarin Rpninnal 0
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\L\B =
SELEGACION APOSTOLICA

EN
PUERTO RICO

Ne 7220

Reverendo Fadre:'

Govite Vordingo, DN,
11 e inlio de 1974q

WIb

2

Me apresuro’a comnicar a Usted copia da a
carta N® 7219, acerca de 1la treesvnalo de oun estudiantado dn-
fercongrngacionél filosSfico-teod bviee on Moerto Rice, que
envio en fecha de hoy, al Cordare i inis Anonte Martiras, en
su caiidad de Arzobisps de San latnm v Precidente de la CRP
(anexo).

Estoy seyguro ance las &iaras directivag de
la Sagrada Congregacidn para les Waldigincna, sobre una ma-
teria tan delicada e importante arn ol morvenir de la
Tglesia en Puerto Rico, sexdn'acerladee caov raspetnoss Fide-
lidad. '

Con mis meirree voins, aneavecho 1a ncasifn

para renovarle mis sertinieator Ao rewdiz estima,

M’VLM * I\M»/‘*"”d

1 Giovanri Gravell;,
Nelogade ArestHdico

. Thomas Travers, C.35,R,

ronidente de 1a COR:
UMRTA DS TIFRRA, Puerto Rico

Anexo
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‘Santo Domingo, D.N,
11 de julio de 1979

Ne 7219

Sefior Cardenal:

Segin el deseo de

al Emmo, Prefecto de la Sagrada Congrega as,
Card, Eduardo Piroiio, para conocer ofic s’
que el mismo Dicasteric babia impartido a los Repre es de-

la COR, en ccasién de su visita a Roma, relativas blema de
108 estudios liloséfico-teoldgicos. . S
n su centestacién, el Card. Pironio, ppecisa; .

"A Su Emlnencia Revexrendfsima o
El Seior Card, Luis ArUNTE

Arzobispo de San Juan

Prosidentie de la CEP

SAN JUAN, Puexto Rico
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con la Conferencia Bpiscopa) vy con ¢l Ordinario del

Lugar, dondo dicho estudiantado sumgird,

. .. "bespués da hahor consvltade, al respecto,
‘1a Sagzﬁda'(:ongr’egaciml para da Nducaeidn Catblica
confirmamos el juicio positivo a la proyectada ini-
ciativa y expresanos m £~‘cr'u-i;:::-.1-tc aliciente a proce-

der a su actuacifn con Ja eleccidn de porsonds yes-
. ponsables en el campo de 1a diracclln y de 12 ense=
‘flanza, que den piena sequridad y qre sean del agrado
del Ordinario del Lugar, con ¢l cnal, como también
| con la Conferencia Episceral, hardn tedo para incre-
mentay provechosas relocionos, so.grfln astéd claramente
indicado en el Iff 31 de "Mntaae Relationes".

"Bsta Sagrada Congrogaciin estd én espera
de recibir el correspondionte seqlamento y el plan

" de estudios, para poder concader ol deseado benepid- NB

eito.
—nE0e
"Ruego a Vuestra Byoclencia co"runmar lo

antedicho a Su Eminencia el Caxdenal A'pontc' yala
Presidencia de la COR, a 1a cmal sc envia un ‘saludo
alentador?®.

- el ] ]
Aseguro a Vuestra Nndnancda hober onviade oopia

de eésta carta al Presidentc de 1la COR,
Aprovecho la ocasifn para renovarle, Sefior
Cardenal, nis sentimientos de Fratarnal estima.

+ Ciovaimdl Gravelid
: Pealoyiilo ApostHlico
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monasterio san antonio abad / apartado 729 / humacao, puerto rico 00661

Abbot John Eidenschink, 0.5.B. July 10, 1979
St. John's Abbey
Collegeville, MN 56321

My dear Father Abbot Johh,

Happy Feast of A1l Benedictine Saints! I will be praying especially for you
and all the monks back at the Abbey as you and we here at San Antonio Abad
celebrate the day. Here we wil) be receiving our three Novices (the new ones)
at Vespers this evening and tomorrow we have the first vows of Eduardo and of
Randoiph. You can be really proud in the Lord of the five that will make their
first Profession at the Abbey; they are all fine men and God has blessed you.

I recall today's Gospel: "The harvest is great but the laborers few. Pray the
Lord of the Harvest to send new laborers...." May it be so for you all at the
Abbey and for us here in Puerto Rico.

Since I have promised to write you immediately about the clerics and their
studies I am breaking in the new typewriter which is shared jointly by the
Director of Campus Ministry and the Sub-prior. Since both are me for the mo-
ment it works out nicely. Ha! So, please forgive any errors as I get used
to this machine.

The information that I promised you for the professing clerics for the ORDO:
1
{he is the senior of the class here).

2
They e being
kept eep
the two together and also to try to educate them here in Puerto Rico. Prior
Pepe says that the Major Superiors of the Island met and all agreed on their
common. desire to go ahead with the Seminary or whatever they are calling it. It
will be separate from the Universidad Central de Bayamén, which is under the
care of the Dominicans. There is some problem between the Cairdinal and the
present Dominican administration of the Universidad, so all the Dominicans
met in plenary session to make it clear that they will support the separate
school of Theology that the Superiors want, though it will not be directly
theirs or directly under the COR (Conference of Religious on the Island). OQur
men will drive in everyday, with the possibility of later 1iving with another
Religious community.

Also for the ORDO, please indicate to the Editor that November 19 is the Solem-
nity of Our Lady of Divine Providence (Nuestra Sefiora de la Providencia): the
Patroness of Puerto Rico. The evening of the 18th are the first Vespers with
second Vespers on the 19th: Vestments are white or blue. That should be noted
in the ORDO for the days involved.
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Abbot John, page 2
July 10, 1979

Father Landelin will be leaving for his much needed rest on the 12th, in the
company of Bro. Otto, who happened to be Teaving that day already. He seems

a little happier ]ately and while speaking with him a few minutes ago he spoke
of his having had a "light" since the election that permitted him to see how
God had brought him eut of the Parish via the office of Prior to be able to
make a contribution in the school, which would never have happened otherwise.
He will not be at the elections, as both he and Bro. Otto return on August 2.

I spoke with Prior Pepe about the request you made for him visiting St. John's
at election time and he really would 1ike to, but it is exactly the day the
Colegio starts and Pepe is deeply involved in so many aspects of the school,
especially the Boarding matters, that it truly is impossible for him to get
away then. Please write back with any suggestions for another time, or for
before or after the elections, etc.

At this time I have not been able to get "de-briefed" yet by the Prior, for

we had two major meetings today: Diocesan clergy of our zone and then a meeting
planning the teachers' workshop in mid-August. When I have' some more con-
crete information for you TI'11 send it along.

I will point out the obvious: Pepe will not be doing any writing from what I
can see, so I hope you don't mind dealing with his assistant. He may get off
a personal note or two if I insist but I have strong doubts! Since I Tleft on
June 6 I don't think any letters have been answered yet. I am not a very good
secretary type since I don't take dictation or type too well either(as you can
see for yourself) but I will plod along here and do what I can.

Thank you for the lovely chalice that you sent us via my return trip. - I think
we will use it "officially" for the Mass at the Professions tomorrow. It was
kind of you toe think of us; we can use all the help we can get and the physical
things of missionary monasticism are needed also.

Father officially begins as Nevice Master this evening with the entrance
of the new class. We are forming a Formation Team to assist him: Fr. Jaime,
teaching Liturgy and Music; Fr. Oscar, teaching monastic history; myself teaching
the Psalms and Fr. Rafael teaching the Rule and monastic spirituality. We are
hoping to make it a real team affort and get involved with the Novices in the
sense of being present to them in their growth and not just as teachers.

I think that's all for now. Fr. Prior sends his very best and asks your
prayers. He will await your reaction to the conflicting situation of the School
and the elections. Thanks for the wonderful visit and stay at the Abbey. I
really was made to feel at home. With every assurance of my continual prayers
for you and the monks at St. Jobn's, I am

Fondly yours,
Frameias

Francisco R. Schulte, 0.S.B.
Sub-prior
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16 July 1979

The Reveremd Anseim Bigms, 0.5.B.
Belmont Abbey _
Beimont, Nerth Carelina 28012

Dear Fither Angelm:

Although this 1s probably late, it may be possiblé for you to make
the addition, shoéuld you wish to do so, when you correct the galleys
for the 1980 Ordo. The addition I rvefer to is a request from our
Priory in Puarto Rlco that the Patrzoness of Puerto Rico ba noted:

Solemnity of Our Tady of Divine Providence (Nuestra
Senors& de 1a Provideneia),
The Solemnity is observed on November 19 with first
Vegpers cn the November 18.

Coclors are white oz blue.

In the hope that gverything is going well for you, and with svery
good wish, I am

Sincerely youxs,

John Efdenschink; $.5,B.
Abbot

JE/ e
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Fill

SAINT JOHNS ABREY * COLLEGEVILLE, MINNESOTA
56321

OFFICE OF THR ABBOT

16 July 1979

The Reverend Francisco R. Schulte, 0.S.B
Monasterio San Antonio Abad

Apartado 729

Humacao, Puerto Rico 00661

Dear Father Franciscp:

Your letter of the 10th arrived this morming and I very much appreciate
tness in s the information I had requested about Brother

nd Brother

I am happy to know also that Father Landelin has left for his rest on the
12th along with Brother Otto. I had a note from Brother Otto saying that
he would be here during the week of the 22nd. I must go to Saint Vincent
on the 23rd for a meeting of the President's Council and the blessing of
the new Archabbot, but I will be back on the 25th.

While I think it would be helpful to Father Prior if you could be here for
the election, I understand that that would be difficult in view of the
opening of school there the same day. I would simply recommend that Father
Prior come for a week or so whenever it is most convenient for him.

I will write the composer of the Ordo, asking him to include the Patroness
of Puerto Rico on November 18 - 19.

With the new team for the instruction of the novices I am confident they will
have a good year, My congratulations to Father Rafael on his appointment as

Novice Master and my thanks to Father Jaime for what he has done as Candidate
Director and Novice and Junior Master.

We had a beautiful day here on the 1llth, as I am sure you had there &lso.

My greetings to Father Prior! I understand your writing for him and that is
perfectly satisfactory, I thought you did & fine job of typing your letter.

With every good wish, and a continuing memento, I am

JE/ev
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monasterio san antonio abad / apartado 729 / humacao, puerto rico 00661

July 19, 1979

Rt. Rev. John Eidensch%nk, 0.5.B.
St. John's Abbey .
Collegeville; MN 56321

Dear Fr. Abbot John,

In order to keep you up to date on the situation here at MSAA I am writing you at
the request of Prior Pepe. I beljeve that he will also be sending you some official
documents shor , like the Quasi-chapter minutes, etc. But since he left for his
two weeks at h before giving them to me to send I will include now what may be
of interest to u and later send the remainder that he may stil1l have for you.

Most important of all that has been happening here lately is the present status of
the School of Theology that was to have been connected with te Universidad Central
de Bayamén and the Daminicans who run the U.C.B. Prior Pepe specifically asked me
to inform you of all the recent events connected with this matter. I will attempt
to summarize what has happened.

First of all, as you already may know, there was some serious opposition from the
Cardinal of San Juan to the Dominicans having the School of Theology connected with
their U.C.B. The Cardinal and the Dominicans are long-standing "nen-friends". He

very ecifically said that he would N o 4n a hat studi clogy t e
and t t he would not send any of his re, ly. Hee nted to art
his o diocesan seminary but that is t sto attempte et Rome

suppo  on this stance of his via the s icD to P.R., s Known

be in Tved in his own eccleciastical t ues" n P.R.--a story.

The Cardinal went to Rome in person and so did esenta of the C of
Religious (C.0.R.) in P.R. The visit to Rome not se nclusive r

the other except to make it more than clear th he rea blem was 1

one between Cardinal Aponte Martinez and the D ican R al Vicar-

grand theological dispute or anything of that re. S Tike an

By the way, Fr. Jaime was one of the representatives of the C.0.R. who went to ééﬁé.

Later.... It became apparent to all that something had to be done, and so more

ally was agre f a common Scho of T ogy
1d have to be it being connec to U.C.B.
to the 0.P.' it was basical a pr t de-
Jjor Superiors Religious in P.  held ir
intense desj termination to ea on

could send their Theclogians. Of the 24 communities
of Male Religious on the Island there are a limited number of those with their own
candidates and professed right now, but there enough to begin and begin well.
After that meeting a proposal was written-up he idea sent to Rome. I am en-
closing for your files Xerox copies of the proposal and the letter from Rome as well.
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Abbot John
July 19, 1979
Page 2

Since this gets longer and longer a letter and since there are so many details,

1 think I should simplify things and say that the Tetter from Rome via the Dele-
gate {who. writes for Cardinal Pirpnio of the S. C. for Religious) was positive
in its content. After the Cardinal received his copy of the letter and the C.0.R.
as well, that next day the Cardinal called for a meeting with the C.0.R. Jaime
went with the Sister who is also involved officially as something or other (she
was in Rome too). The Cardinal told them he was pleased with the whole thing.

In fact, he may even send some of his own men there in the very near future. So,
then the Major Superiors of Male Religious met on the 18th July and I went along
at Prior Pepe's request so I could then convey to you what I'm writing about now.
Fr. Jaime was there too, as a representative of the C.0.R. and to give his re-
port about the Cardinalls reaction. Results of yesterday's meeting of Major Su-
periors:

Eight Religious Congregations will act as “founding members"” of what is
called the "Instituto de Teologia de Religiosos de Puerto Rico"(ITREPUR)
which is being called a "cooperativa"

The "eight" (including Monasterio San Antonio Abad) will seek incorporation
as a separate body with the title I just gave you above

The "Consejo General" has been elected from. among those eight, having
named a President, Vice President, Secretary and Treasurer

The Academic Director & Administrative Director (both 0.P.'s) have been
selected and they will name an Administrative Staff

For the present academic year and possibly the next the Instituto will
be housed in the presently unoccupied Novitiate building of the 0.P.'s,
who are generously making it available for this initial period free of
cost (later, another place will have to be found, etc.)

Approval from Rome is being officially sought as soon as all documents
are finalized:Norms, Courses, etc., as per the letter from Pironio via
the Delegate .

The “agrado" of the Episcopal Con

dinal) are -being officially s
The hopes are to have the school
The "eight" are to meet again on

and hopefully to sign the inco
of the lawyers employed by the

The Instituto will be for THEOLOGY--the School of Filosoffa will re-

main at the U.C.B. t already has approval and the différent Com-

munities may avail themselves of that School or make other arrangements
before sending their men to the Instituto, as they see fit

For the moment I think that is pretty well what has been happening with the School
of Theology. Our two Juniors, will drive daily--at least at
first--to their classes of Philosophy at the U.C.B. in Bayamén, so we do not enter
directly into the mainstream of classes t the Instituto right away, though they
may take a course or two this year, I su pose. If you have any trouble with the
documents that I am sending, please writ:me back. Or if there are any doubts

or questions that this lengthy letter has given you, just let me know, please.

A1l are feeling well here at MSAA. Fr. Rafael is doing with his th new
Novices, who all seem to be doing fine also. 1 teach t first clas n the
Psalms tomorrow, which I look forward to. Also, I have ed the Argqu ct{that
1 told you about when we talked at St. John's) to come morrow and k around
the place with me to get some ideas. Pepe is supportin idea that w ake use
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of some of the parents and other professional people we know around here. They

are very grateful for what CSAA has done for their children and are more than will-
ing to help in any way possible with their own professional knowledge and skill.

We met the other night (Pepe, Jaime, Oscar and myself) and they liked my suggestion
that I ask out to visit informally with me and that later the Community
would gather to prainstorm about needs and ideas for our future in both Monastery

and Colegio areas. That meeting will be August 3, God willing. After we have met

I will 1nvite the Arquitect back the second time, but this time to talk with the
whole Community and 1isten to their ideas.

I must say I am getting excited about this whole thing--we are finally doing some-
thing and not just talking! This a.m. I was reading from the Archives and was

not too surprised to see that we have about this exact same thing since 1970
at least and also have mountains of p printed matter collected over the years,
but nothing was ever done and it all t. Oh well.... 1 have also received
some very promising responses of peop rents, people who like CSAA/MSAA, etc.)
who will be happy to help us(after we up some definite plans) in the raising

of funds. Someone called today to say that one of our past students is the Director
of "Fomento”, which is the Government's Labor Organization--one of the most import-
ant positions in the Govt. today. He was giving a major talk covered by all the
Island Press, business people, etc. When asked to give some background on himself
the first thing he said to them all was that he was a product of Colegio San Antonio
Abad and loved Fr. Burton Bloms for all he'd done for him. Hmmmm.... Maybe he can
do something for us now?! Anyway, things are moving. THANK YOU for your kind
support and encouragement in all this. etimes I think I'm swimming against the
tide of apathy all alone, but I was real encouraged by your own support, that of
Prior Gordon and also that-of Pepe, Jaime, etc. Please pray for us in all this

that the Lord may guide us; I am very fond of praying Psalm 126 lately: "Unless the
Lord build the house, in vain do the builders Tabor...."

Now, assuring you of my prayers, I'l11 close this. Keep us in your own prayers,
please. And God guide you as the elections draw near. Whatever happens, we hope
you remember that we keep a room waiting for you and a lot of brotherly love.

God bless you, Father!

In His love always,

/F./‘\_m
Fr. Francisco R. Schulte, 0.5.8.
Subprior

Encl: 2
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rhonasterio san anténio abad / apartado 729 / humacao, puerto rico 00661

26 July 1979

Rt. Rev. John Eidenschink, 0 $:B.
St. John's Abbey
Collegeville, MN 56321

Dear Abbot John,

This will be a fairly short letter to send along the minutes of the Senior
Council meetings, Quasi-chapters, etc. that Fr. Pfior Pepe has in his files for
your own files at the Abbey.

I saw Father Prior today when | went to Caguas to pick him up at his sister’s
home; where he has been in seclusion for almost two weeks now. | say seclusion
Joklngly since he drops In here for a few minutes at a time a couple of times a
week, but we see very little of him--which is the way It ought to be if the man
is ever to get the rest he deserves so much. | drove him to the latest meeting
of the Major Superiors of Religious (male) this morning, which meeting took place
at the Univ. Central of Bayamén in the residence of the 0.P. Vicar. | guess all
of our meetings have pretty well taken place there, :

The meeting was a long one. A long one: 9am - 1pm, with no break. Whew!
Not even a coffee break, and th uverto Rico! There was a lot to do, as the
long time indicates. Basically, there was a report fromithe President of the
Executive Board of the Instituto de Teologid de Religiosos de P.R., Fr. Joseph,
0.F.M., Cap., on his telephone conversation with the Cardinal. He said the Cardi-
nal was fairly positive sounding that we are separate from the U.C.B. and the C.0.R.
and the 0.P.'s, However, he wanted us to promise in writing that we would not

stay in the borrowed 0.P. Novitiate for more than one year but would move out of
0.P. territory as soon as possible.

And s0 it goes in the latest ecclesiastical pelitics. The 8 founding members of
the ITREPUR today approved the artlcles of incorporation, the statutes of the cor-
poration and the catalogue for the ITREPUR. ~We sent copils of the statutes and the
catalog to the Cardinal and the Executive Board will hopefully meet with the Cardi=
nal on next Monday to explain what is happening so far and ask for his explicit*
'agrado' or ''"beneplécito', After that there will be a general meeting of the ugn
next Wednesday. Pray for us, please.

Today was interesting: we had a helicopter land in our front parking lot, in

which Fr. Rafael and Jaime later got to take a ride and then the community had a
cookout at the pavilion by the river. The helicopter :was from the Police, coming
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here for some demonstrations for our children in the Muscular Distrophy Association
special Camp that we have here every year. |t came on Tuesday without anyone at

all in the Monastery knowing what in the world was going on. It circled the pro-
perty various times and as | saw it was landing | figured 1| ought to know what in
heaven's-name they were doing here. So, as St, Benedict commands, the superior
greeted the visitors in the name of the monastic community and diplomatically
inquired about the reason for their visit. It was all explained and as the big-
wigs toured the place | brought out some pop for the pilot and later .for the others.
They were received as Christ Himsélf--perhaps a first in the annals of monastic

hospitality: kind greetings to helicopter passengers!!!

The cookout was my diplomatic attempt at trying to resolve a problem in scheduling
that the Camp had--a pool activity with the kids that made it impossible for them

to get out by 6:30 when the monks pray evening Office. | invented the community
cookout in the Boliio area as a good way of getting us away from the noise and
also making it reasonable to move the Office to 7:00. !t all worked out well and

the monks; had a fine time vxsntnng and enjoying an abscliutely gorgeous evening
with a soft ocean breeze coming in over the fields and a lovely sunset to top it
off. | hope to be able to arrange a few more of these activities to bring the
community cleser ‘together in simple, family ways. Fr. Pepe 1lkes the idea too,
remembering how frequently Prior Owen used to schedule special get-togethers for
the monastic family. We shall see.

This will be plenty for now. Take care, Father. And pray for me and for us as we
all do for you. You are always mentnoned by name in :the Eucharistic Prayer at
Mass whenever | am president. God bless you!

In His love always,
“Prasmtiece

Fr. Francisco R. Schulte, 0SB

Subprior

P.S. | forgot one important thing: do you want me at the Abbey for the elections
in Prior Pepe's place? In your last letter you said that you knew it would
be lelpful to Father Prier to have me at the elections, but you knew it would be

difficult with school starting on the same day. Did- an to'say that you are
suggesting | be there in Pepe's absence? | just didn erstand the exact drift
of your remark. | showed Pepe and he sald, “Well, it that he thinks it would
be Belpful te me if you could be there, etc., but is hat ke means?™ He has
sug ted. that we write you for a elarification. 1If you need on f us there
and can't be there at that. time, then I could get away from s ol myself with
no | difficulty. Please'let me know what you had in mind and will work it
out from this end.
P P.S Bro., Bernard just came in and said to send you his "blessing''. Consider

it sent.
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OFFICE OF THE ABBOT

27 July 1979

The Very Reverend Francisco R. Schulte, 0.S.B
Monasterio San Antonio Abad

Box 729 ,

Humacao, Puerto Rico 00661

Dear Father Francisco:

Your letter of the 19th arrived yesterday and I am grateful for all
of the information which you sent. I appreciate, also, the two
enclosures. I hope that the new School of Theology will work out
well and that the two Juniors will not find it too difficult to
drive daily for their philosophy to Bayamon. My greetings to them,

I am happy to know also that steps are being taken to do some real
planning for building needs of the monastery and school.

Brother Otto and Father Landelin arrived two days ago when I was at
Saint Vincent. I have an appointment to see both of them yet this
morning. Both looked well and I hope Father Landelin gets a good
rest.

Brother Jason returned from the hospital on Monday and seems to be
doing very well. All others are well and in about three weeks we
will be ready for the election. Not all of the monks there have
returned thelr notification sheet about the election. Even if they
do not wish to name proxies they should return the sheet as soon as
possible. Would you remind the following:

Fathers Owen, Julian, Jamie, Oscar, Rafael;
Brothers Felix and Tarcisio

Thank you,and with the assurance of a continuing memento, I am

JE/ev
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30 July 1979

The Very Reverend Francisco Schulte, 0.8.B.
Monasterio San Aantonio Abad :
Box 729

Humacao, Puerto Rico 00661 -

Dear Father Francisco:

Your letter of the 25th arrived this morning and I again am grateful
for the information which you sent, ezpecially the minutes of recent
meetings of the Gouncil and Quasi-Chapter. -

T am happy that Father Prior is getting some much needed rest. T
saw both Father Zandelin and 3rother Qtto lest week; both seém to be
enjoying their visit ané both meemed to be rulte relaxed,

In reference to your postserizt: T am sorry that I made a misteke
in dictating the first sentence of the third saragranh $n my letter
of July 16, I really meamt to say: 'While I +hink i* would be
helpful to Pather Prior if he could be heve...." 2a, vhile {% would
be nice 1f more ZFxom Fuerin Fice ecsuld ba hers, I 32 not exnect you
or others (excent those wic aze already nlaoning te come) te be here,
We will rely on your cizyers o the Spirit t» awmide the community.

Things continue 2s ksual here and Brother Jagon Is making a good
Tecovery.

In' the hope that all continues to 30 well there, and with every zood
wish, I am
Devotedly yours,

Abbot

JE/ev
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Ihonasterio san antonio abad / apartado 729 / humacao, puerto rico 00661

August 27, 1979
Dear Abbot Jerome, '

! have to ask if, at your election, you (like the Pope) asked ‘the capitulars
what they had done and asked God to have mercy on them for their action?!!
Really, | imagine that being elected to abbatial office must be a.source of
some ambivalent feelings, to say the least. My prayers for you are that the
Lord keep you strong in your new responsibilities and that He comfort you
when the going is difficult. | suspect your years as Novice Master will be

a good practical experience now that you are Abbot.

Here in Puerto Rico the

monks heard the news without too much susprise since the grapevine had been
saying for a long while that if Abbot John were not re-elected it would be

Jerry Theisen. | hope it wasn't teo much of a shock to you, but if everyone
else had been speculating ‘for a good while now you must have had your suspicions
as well. Abbot John has always been a true father to me in every good sense

of the word and | feel that he did a real job at a very difficult period in the
Abbey's history. Hopefully (as he would say.:.) he'll be able to spend these
next years relaxing some and doing whatever he'd really like to do. Does he
have any plans yet about where he'll go or what he'll do? We are all curious.

Later, when you aren't so busy(what with the after-effects of your election),
1'11 sit down and try to write some sort of resumé of things that are going on
around San Antonio Abad lately and that are planned for the near future. Some
of the more urgent things under consideration are the Monasterio/Colegio's
need to develop some unified planning in the form of a 5 or 10 year plan to
include possibility building needs and the like, our need to perhaps turn over
to the local.ordinary one of our two parishes since we are not able to staff
it adequately (presently there are 4 men there, ages ranging from 65-72), the
possibility of achieving independence from St. John's in the very near future,
and so on. | would ask you to review the Abbot's files on correspondence from
P.R. to find there the Tatest details and information that | have been sendnng
up. By the way, how's your Spanish?

Now that I think about it, why not come and
spend some time in Puerto Ricao with the monks at MSAA? I'l1 personally provide
tour-guide service to the nicest local beaches!!! | think we can compete favor-
ably with the SAGATAGAN beach. Think about it, Father. We'd love to have you.
There are a good number of the newer men here who don't know you and it could be

good all around. Something more for you to think about, eh? Well, 1'll go now
and leave you to some quiét time. You in my prayers and | hope you wull re-
member me as well., God bless you, Abb  Jerome!

Sincerely in our Lord, L

Framiseo

Sub-Prior
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monasterio san antonio abad / apartado 729 / humacao, puerto rico 00661

September 9, 1979

Rt. Rev. Jerome Theisen, 0.5.B.
St. John's Abbey '
Collegeville, MN 56321

Dear Abbot Jerome,

Fr. Prior Pepe has asked me to write you a brief note thanking you for your
letter and informing you that he will take you up on your invitation to be at
your Abbatial Blessing on the 19th of October, please God.

Since there are so many things that need to be discussed about Monasterio San
Antonio Abad's present situation and possible future, the Prior: feels that it
is important for him to speak with you personally to inform you and to discuss
with you matters of importance. He also realizes that it has been a long while
since he was last at the Abbey and would like to renew his friendships and meet
some of the monks that have since come to St. John's.

In order to assist him with the matters in English and to have a familiar face
to look to (one that is familiar with 5t. John's recently), Fr. Prior has asked
me to accompany him to the Blessing. It will be our pleasure to represent the
confreres from San Antonio Abad at your Blessing, believe me. Frankly, Pepe is
a bit nervous about travellng back after 16 years and will appreciate a travel-
ing companion....

He has asked me to inform you that he received a copy of the letter Fr. Landelin
Robling wrote you about the Principal's position; etc. and that it will be one

of the things he'll need to discuss with you. Presently, | am trying to carry

out Fr. Prior's request that | prepare a very brief summary of the "State of

the Priory' for your benefit so you woh't have to wade through reams of corres-
pondence in order to be updated on the present situation. | am including in the
report information on 1)the Monastery in general, 2)the Colegio (especially the
problem of who will be Principal after Fr. Landelin), 3)the two Parishes and their
apostolates and 4)a general financial report of the economic situation of The Order
of St. Benedict, Humacao, P.R. | hope to make the report as short as possible--
perhaps a page for each area (Colegio, Parishes, etc.). This information will help
you as you try to familfarize yourself with MSAA.

So, Fr. Pepe would ask you to set aside one block of time when we could sit down
and discuss at some length the P.R. mission. Perhaps you could set aside a morning
or afternoon. Our plans are to arrive Thursday afterncon, the 18th, and leave on
Tuesday morning, the 23rd. Whatever works out for you in the midst of an already
hectic schedule will be fine. Now, | had better close this; it is no longer brief!

Sincerely in our Lord,

’ Q-éiycf
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13 Seprembar 1979

The Very Reverend Franclsco Schulte, 0.8.B.
Monasterio San-Antonio Absad

Apartado 729

Humacao, Puerte Rico 00661

Dear Father Francisco:

Thank you for your letters of August 27 and September 91 You are
keeping me well informed about the Monasterio San Antonid Abad.

0f course, I need to learn a great desl more about the priory and
the school, and this I am doing by interviewing people, by reading
reports, &nd by looking at past correspondence. I algo look forward
to speaking with Prior Pepe &nd you at the tims of the blessing
(yes, please do accompany Prior Pepe to the celebration.) We will
have to sit down and talk at length about the situation in Puerto
Rico. I will also want to visit Puerto Rico some time during the
year, At the present time I cannot aet a ddte; but it might be
after the first of the year.

Yes, my years &s novice master are novw serving me well in this,
office. I have a bagklog of material on the Rule of Bemedict and
monastic spiriturlity, I have already glven one conference &nd
intend to provide the commmity with at lgast one conferemnce a
month. My background in theology will alsc assist me in the
preparation of these conferemces, These first weeks io the
abbatial office are hectiec but I am managing with assistance from
Abbot John and from the staff. Many aspects of this office, of
course, I have not yet discovered,

Well, Father Francisco, I look forward to your report on the priory,
school, parishes, and finances, If I could read the report before
our meeting at the time of the blessinz, 1t would be helpful. But
it will be helpful whenever it is prepared,

Fratermally,

Abbdt Jerome Theisen, 0.5.B.

JT/ev
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26 November 1979

Tae Reverend Prapeisco Schultsy Q.5,B.

Monagterio San Antonic Ahad
Post Office Bax 729
Humscad, Puerto Rico 00661

bear Pather Pranciseo:
is ¥ thes? now I

td 1 ng dx egota
dou't imow Speiilsh!

Give Prothér Otto a big hog for mé!

us e fore you tel I
hate £ g0 much. ad I

A blesged Advent and Christuss sedson to youl

Sincerely,

Becretary to
Fathax Abbtiot
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Abbet Jerome

BOX 729 HUMACAQ, PUERTO RICC 00661 TELEFONO B09/852-1616
PRINCIPAL’'S OFFICE

27 November 1979

Superintendente de Escuelas Catdlicas
Didcesis de Caguas.

Apartado 8699

Caguas, PR 00625 .

Dear Sister s

Regarding your circuiar letter of 9 November to the Principals of Catholic
schools in the Diocese of Caguas about your visiting each school, I would 1ike
to invite you to come to visit us here at Colegio San Antonio Abad on 4 Decem-
ber as mentioned in your letter. However, I hope you understand that such a
visit would be to become better acquainted with our school and to speak with
the Board of Directors--not to carry out any sort of inspection.

As the Chairperson of the Board of Directors of the Colegio and as the Sub-
Prior of the Monasterio I want to explain our situation plainly. I feel it is
my responsibility to state exactly what our stance is as an ecclesfastically
exempt Benedictine monastic school for boarders and day-students on the Junior
High and High School levels.

First of all, Colegio San Antonio Abad is ah integral part of Monasterio San
Antonio Abad. This is not a parochial school or a school belonging to the school
system of the Diocese of Caguas; it is an integral part of this Benedictine
monastic foundation and as such shares in 1500 years tradition of ecclesiastical
autonomy and exemption from outside control in the direction and management of
both monastery and monastic school. This fact is an essential and unique facet
of Benedictine monasticism and has been consistently recognized, upheld and pro-
tected by numerous Popes, papal privileges and Canon Law during the course of
these 15 centuries.

Colegio San Antonio Abad’'s association with the Superintendence of Catholic
Schools of the Diocese of Caguas is voluntary and exists for the purpose of
maintaining basic relations with the other Catholic schools in this diocese.

We do form part of the Diocese of Caguas but without prejudice to our unique
tradition as Benedictines. There is no question, then, of our being subject

in any way to some outside direction or control. MWe are all serving the People
of God in this diocese through our aposto]ate of Christian education; we not
all serve them in the same way. Pluralism in our educational system bri

richness to the whole educational aposto]ate of the diocese and avoids e ation-

al "in-breeding".

OF course we would Tike to maintain friendly, vo]untary ties with the diocesan
school system and share with t e other academic communities our own particular

A SIX YEAR COLLEGE '~ TORY SCHOOL FOR BOYS AND GIRLS
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resources and blessings, thus contributing to the general educational process
in the Diocese of Caguas. Nonetheless, we will preserve our unique character
as the only residential schocl in the diocese and the only monastic school di-
rected by monks of St. Benedict in the diocese. An absolutely essential ele-
ment of Benedictine monasticism is the autonomy of each house or monastery;
not even an Abbot from another Benedictine monastery could come to this monas-
tery or Colegio and ask to inspect or see property deeds, private contracts or
documentation of any sort. Certainly, then, no outside organization can do so
either. This was our point with the D.A.C.0., as you yourself know.

There are many questions that the Board of Directors of this Colegio would Vike
to have answered before we decide to remain members of the diocesan superin-
tendence of schools. We hope to hear from you personally about these questions
if you should decide to visit us on 4 December here at the Colegio.

To summarize, Colegio Sab Antonio Abad would be happy to form some informal
association with the other Catholic schools of this diocese as long as our in-
dividuality is respected and no claims of outside control or interference are
made, Given the.unique situation of our being.an ecclesiastically exempt mon-
astic school we will insist on this point.

Hoping to see you on 4 'December, I remain

Cordially,

Famiiaco R. Sh I, 053

{Very Rev.) Francisco R. Schulte, 0.S.B.
Principal/Sub-Prior

P o5&

[ 0.S.B.
Director/Prior

cc: Right Rev. Abbot Jerome Theisen, 0.5.B., St. John's Abbey
Members of Board.of Directors, Colegio San Antonio Abad
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monrasterio san antonio abad / spartado 729 / humacao, puerto rico 00661

29 November 1979

Dear Abbot Jerome,

EREN S

s or and ly shocked to hear about F
ry ‘'sc nt, of course, was that he s
SO un It had me thinking quite a bi
ur ou bout eping death daily before o s
ed s to » the circumstances of our
both ho]ding the same position makes 1t hit rather
close to home for me. Will you name
now?7??

God bless you, Jerome. May He help you in your minis-
try

7E;?0vvu1u;daﬁdi‘, C?é&é;?
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monasterio san antonio abad / apartado 729 / humacao, puerto rico 00661

29 November 1979

Rt. Rev. Jerome Theisen, 0.5.B.
St. John's Abbey
Collegeville, MN 56321

Dear Abbot Jerome,

Prior [ llnas taught me that it is best to be direct in most painful situations
rather than trying to cover-up the pain by beating around the bush. With that
knowledge in mind I would like to go directly to the heart of this letter: I want
to leave Monasterio San Antonio Abad following the completion of this academic

year.

I'm glad that you and I got to talk a 1ittle privately while you were here because
I was able to express to you some of my own preoccupations about my own future at
this monastery. Our walk out to the gates of the property one afternoon stands out
in 'my mind since on that walk I told you of my real concern about what sort of a
future'l could expect at San Antonio Abad, considering my situation of being the
"last of the Americans" in a Community rapidly changing its past "American" profile
and becoming--thank God--a strong, native Puerto Rican foundation. My only real
concern and condition for remaining here has been that I be accepted as one of the
members of this multi-national Community on a standing equal with the other monks,
be they Puerto Rican, Spanish or Dominican (from the Dominican Republic). 1 have
always feared this wduld not be possible and I am now convinced of its not being
possible, Given that conviction I can no longer consider remaining 1n this wonas-

tery,

The time has come for me to face the reality of our situation here and stop hoping
*for a miraculous solution to certain personal conflicts that-frequently make 1ife

a minor Hell-on-earth for many of u ortunately, no martyr and do not
Find it possible to continually bit ngue, swallo opinions and silently
submit to belittling remarks by Fr. It 1is not ature to resart to such

tactics and therefore am quite "outmatched" by him, Frankly, I am not interested
in having to cope with such attitudes. I have had the stuffings knocked out of

me enough times now that I have no "will to fight" at all and don't think I should
have to do so anyway; monastic 1ife as I study it was never meant to be a study in

one up-manship.

I told you a couple of weeks ago that my most fervent prayer was to live and die
here with my brothers at Monasterio San Antonio Abad, as long as I saw that I was
given a fair chance at being an equal of those from Puertoc Rico or elsewhere., At

s time I do not see that fair chance as ever becoming ity. now 1

t to be clear to you about how I feel: as long as Fr. is h 11 not
n consider remaining at MSAA. The solution 15 not to Fr. ut 1is,
her, to remove those things or people which he finds icul r with--
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Abbot Jerome 11-29-79 page 2

those of us that are from the United States. I'm reminded of the refrain made
in reference to Jesus, "Can anything good come out of Nazareth?" Change the
name of Nazareth to the United States and that is the sort of thing that one is
up against. Frustrating is not even the word.

This is all so ironic to me for Fr. and I have known each other for some
eleven and a half years now. He taught me Religion in the 10th and 11th grades,
he was my primary inspiration for the priesthood, he took me with him to the
Campo for Masses and religijous services there, he directed the Vocations group
that I belonged to in High School, he studied at Notre Dame when I did and it
was his direct influence that made me consider the Monasterio here instead of the
secular priesthood. was my Novice Master and has always been one of my
inspirations. For all of these very special reasons it hits.me a hundred times
harder now to see him act in such a harsh way with so many of us here. I do

not feel so hurt personally by his attitudes as I feel angry with his spoiling
of a truly familiar atmosphere here at MSAA.

There has been a lot of time for me to consider all this; this is not a hastily
written letter or one provoked by a single incident, though it was precipitated
today by a particular event that happened in the Senior Council meeting. Prior

told me that it wasn't worth getting upset about but the matter itself is
indicative of an underlying attitude that I simply can't 1ive with and still be
at peace with God and myself. I am not an 1solated individual, as you are al-
ready aware from your conversations with other Continentals that are presently
here at MSAA or who have been here in the past. I have thought about this at
great length over the past years and even moreso recently. And today I have
done 1ittle more than pray about this, think about this and talk with trusted
individuals about’this.

Please God, the time is ripening for the Community to stand on its own two feet
as an independent,. Puerto Rican monastery of Benedictine monks., I pray that this
is so and that I have been able to assist the members of this Community to reach
such a goal. Perhaps this is the time for the Americans to return to St. John's,
happy in the ‘knowledge that God has blessed the Community of MSAA and permitted it
to reach a time in its history where such a change in profile or character can
successfully take place. But I feel that my own personal contribution here has
been made and I cannot make anymore without growing bitter and hurt by the atti-
tudes that have been making 1ife so unpleasant and distasteful for me lately.

I am asking you to return me to the States where I will®be happy to help out in
any way possible at the Abbey, Prep-School, Parishes, etc. That can be discussed
later, I'm sure. But I would Jike to have your assurance of being able to leave
here in late May. Since the Principdl's work is' going so well and now that I have
the support and backing of the Faculty and Administration and Student-body, I
would 1ike to do all I can in the months that remain in this school year to get
the Colegio back on a sqlid track. In fact, we have already made some excellent
progress in just a few weeks, so I feel hopeful about the next few months. I
also feel.a personal responsibility to remain here 'as Principal until the school
year is over in order to maintain the needed stability. In the meantime a search
for a long-term Principal can be initiated with the: cooperation of all involved.
Nonetheless, despite my feelings of responsibility, I will not be able to con-
tinue here past May for the reasons I have already mentioned as well as personal
reasons involving health and other matters.
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There's really not much more that I can say. As you might imagine, it is
hard enough writing what I have written. Having dreamed for years now of
being able to spend my Tife here in the Puerto Rico that I love so much, it
is more painful than I can ever explain to see that dream destroyed by the
reality of the situation. But I must insist on this point: continuing here
feeling Tike I feel now 1s only 11ving a charade and going through an empty
routine., I no longer feel a real part of this Community and don't want to
go on pretending 11ke I do. For my overall spiritual, mental and physical
welfare I ask you to grant this petition and bring me home in May.

Asking God‘s blessings for you in your ministry, I remain

Fraternally yours in our Lord,
'7;;QAW/C;ALAL9 <§EiJZﬁ~Q2ﬁZL/ qugg§?

(Very Rev.) Francisco R. Schulte, 0.S.B.

copy: Very Rev. Prior— 0.5.B.
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December 2, 1979

Dear Abbot Jerome,

I"ask you to read this page first, before reading the other Tetter that I
wrote to you the other day; this page is sort of a "cover letter" to the pre-
vious letter and will put it into a clearer framework.

After I wrote the enclosed long letter to you, I felt compelled to hold the

the original copy and not actually send it to you until Fr. Prior had a

chance -to read it himself and react. I thank God I did so. [ the

copy I gave him and he took it terribly hard. If it will be of any use to

your understanding of the situation I translate for you here his reply to me:
"Dear Francisco:

Just a short note to express something of what 1 feel in these moments:

Since the elections in May I have gone from fright to fright, from pain
to pain, from bind to.bind, from bitterness to bitterness, from almost
hopelessness to almost hopelessness. When I think I have overcome one
problem a worse one presents itself,

The sharpest of all these pains has been the one that I have just received
upon reading the letter that you have sent to Father Abbot. And this, for
many reasons. [ myself do not know now if it is worth the pain to keep on
trying to sustain this whole thing or just let it fall.

Father Abbot told me that he had been able to sense that I had the support
of all, but I have serious doubts about this.

1 feel as though God and the Community had given me a charge that I never
wanted in order to destroy me and everything that surrounds me. Only my
faith makes me continue.

I would like to speak much with you as I have been doing but in these
moments 1 feel myself to be without the strength to do do.

My principal interest continues to be the. Community; let it be understood:
each one of, the monks, the novices and the candidates of San Antonio Abad,
no matter what awaits me in the future.

May God bless you! '

That's the ]etter- sent me after receiving your letter, still
not actually mailed to you. When I saw how-de e oked and reading this
letter 1 pretty well elf to sleep and , after talking it
over first with Bro. decided to give ginal letter to you
to do with as he thought best: send it or dest I st couldn't stand to

see him so lonely and hurt.

We later spent a whole afternoon talking (last Friday) and he said I should send
the letter to you since it reflects my sincere feelings, but that I should ex-
plain to you some of the things we spoke of and ask your help with some things.

rception of the situation has not really
e core of it for me and for most here,
is not so much anti-American sentiments
de he has towards others. Most of the
included, and it is not limited

(over)
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to the Americans alone.

Be that as it may, I have reached my personal 1imit and 1 cannot afford to keep
on battling him, subjected as I so frequently to his arrogant comments and
his harsh way of dealing with people he so obviously considers to be inferior.
I have spoken with so many. le d ominator of their d
est discontent.and in is

etc

I told ; after all had been discussed at great length Friday, that my basic
position boils down to this: I Tove MSAA and have a1ways wanted to live and die
here; it is my home. Nonetheless, as long asH is here and is uncorrected
in his tremendous arrogance, Tack of char1ty and flaunting of authority, account-

~able to no cannot consider remaining here. My health will not bear up
under my co exposure to his corrosive, acid-1ike behavior, comments, etc.
I have told that I feel responsible for my commitment to serve him, the
Community and t Col t can't do so at the risk of ruining my I will
stay here till if has not been corrected or removed or wh by
that time. 1If er (to the roots!) change takes place with I would
want to stay here till they Tay me in the cemetery for good.
admits that is a (the) problem and has said so before. But says
he needs help to th the problem a n't n Hed n't
Just want to tell to get lost but ing s tive of
1izing divisive influence the mu says and
talk o hopefully being name hop, t nk we n
the 1 waiting around for ng 1 t as th egit-
imate authority to discipline or correct and do ower do
something is there; it has not been used. Just one example: still has
the keys to the blue Datsun the Community bought a couple of years ago for common
Community u ok an ever yet turned them in, e the
attempts of to ith and despite the fact that has
mentioned t to fe es. No one see to say anything
direct or definite or forceful to him.
I have told that if he wants to stay here and if he thinks it is
okay fo 0 destroy the mon here by driving off person after person,

well, I can't really do anything about it. But I have no intention of sticking
around to see the place collapse around our ears when he finally drives off the
last person. I am tired o ghting and, while I hate the.very thought of even
considering leaving here,‘ i11ing to protect my own mental and spiritual and
physical health by removin self from a hopeless. situation where no one can
really win., Either JJjij goes or I go. That's what 1t boils down to now.

I wanted to repeat to you that the Principal’'s work is going beautifully. This
should not be an aside in the midst of this long Tetter but I want you to know
how well it has been. The kids, the Faculty and the Adminjstration are behind
me, united with me in my attempts to get things together here.

told me the other day that he has.decided not to leave in Janua

when things were so rough. He wants to stay till May, even though he has a few
good job offers for January. Definitely, though, he will leave us in July after
voluntarily helping with the heavy work. Needless to say, I would hate to go,
but....

Also, 1 am going to North Carolina at Christmas for more medical tests. There

has been more.information forwarded from St. Cloud from other tests there and

there is a high possibility that the excess adrenalin (discovered in those new

test results) is being caused by a tumor. Pray for me please so we can get my
health figured out one way or another. Read the other letter and write me back

your thoughts about all this. I still feel basically the same. In our Lord, ﬁ:yn ‘
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thonasterio san antonio abad / apartado 729 / humacao, puerto rico 00661

4 December 1979

office of the Abbot
St. John's Abbey
Collegeville, MN 56321

Dear .

God's peace and happiness to you during this Advent season and at Christmas!

It was a pleasure to receive your letter--actually a pleasant surprise. At first,
when 1 saw on the envelope I thought there had been new elections at

the Abbey again and that we had elected a new Abbot. Ha! You may be next in

line anyway....

1 don't know, though, that I can be of any real help to you in your search

for the file of Fr. Owen Tekippe. Abbot John is correct that I was working on

a number of personal files that he had given me. They came from the vault room--
not from the Archives room as such. Since I:am the Archivist here (one more of
these assorted caps to wear) 1 was doing research on the files of assorted monks

f Puerto Rico ainly older files in storage downstairs in the vault room. I
rned them to  bot John after making some photocopies in a large plastic bag
he kept the in his side office work room for quite awhile. I later needed
of the info tion again and thought he had returned it to the vault, but it
ed out that had kept it all that time in the side office work room.

&t wnp s

Searching my memo I have no recollection of ever removing Fr. Owen's file from
the others in the g when I again returned the bag of files to Abbot John. My
best guess at thi oment is that the file must sti1] be in that plastic bag in
the side office w room or wherever the bag was put. 1f the individual files
were removed then . Owen's file might be downstairs again or mis-filed elsewhere

1 hope this helps you somewhat. If you still can't find the file I believe 1
have a fair amount of his letters and material photocopied and would be glad to
send you copies. Please God the original file will turn up.

shortly 1'11 givelllllllthe hug you sent his way; he

am enclosing an article for you to read and pass alo b e
other "ex-Puerto Ricans" back at the Abbey, like Fr. ’ etc.
Violence has started; where it will end is anyone's here
on in.
So, take care, and God bless you!
Fondly in our Lord,
ﬁm
Fr. Francisco Schulte, 0.S.B.
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SAINT JOHNE ABBEY+ COLLEGEVILLE, MINNE S OTA
56321
OPFFICE ORTHE ABBOT

10 December 1979

The Reverend Francisco S¢hulte, 0.S.B,
Monasterio San Antonio Abad

Post Office Box 729

Humacao, Puerto Rico 00661

Dear Father Francisco:

Thank you for your recent letters! Let me respond to some of the items you
bring up in these letters.

Father read your letter to Sister . In principle
he agrees with your letter, especially since San Antonio is a school that
is intimately connected with the monastery. I will let Father

explain his position more at length when he visits Puerto Rieco in January.

I am happy to hear that you received the suppoxrt of the faculty and of the
students. It must be very consoling to know that you are accepted by these
two groups. Unfortunately, the same kind of support is not present in the
monastery, or shall we say that the support is there except for one or two
persons, I know that Prior appreciates your work and is giving you
full support. But the remarks and position of Father [l tother you
considerably, I wish there were some way in which the situation could be
corrected but I am at.a loss to suggest any mode of actionm.

I understand that you have been hurt by various comments of Father i
I am sure that his comments are all the more hurtful because he was and is
so important in your life. Perhaps if he had not entered so closely in
your formation you might be able to absorb his comments without too much

distress,

You are, of course, free to return to Saint John's Abbey at the end of this
year if you find chat the living conditions are such that they disturb your

1 mental well being. If such is indeed your desire, you and Prior
11 ve to seek a new principal for the school. I am not sure what
] would use to search for a native principal, but I suppose there

are many people in the area who could assist you. In January or February,
1980, you will have to make up your mind whether or not youwlsh to remain as
principal of the Colegio San Antonio. Perhaps by that time you will also be
able to determine more definitely whether or not you can live in a monastery
that 1s decidedly multi-national, It seems that Father is the real
reason why you feel that you camnot stasy at San Antonio Abad., Is there some
way in which you could accept hig life style snd comments without being dis-
turbed by them? Will Father always remain at the monastery or will he
get involved in other ecclesiastical occupations on the island? I wonder

>
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The Reverend Framcisco Schulte, 0.8,B.
10 December 1979
Page Two

whether a few more months will not give you an answer to these questioms.

It is difficult for me to know what action should be taken with regard to
Father I His immediate superior, of course, is Prior |l and I would
hope that Prior il would talk to him and try to reason with him about his
mode of action and manner of speaking. I will write Father [Jil] about the
matter and seek his counsel. In the meantime I hope that your work in the
school continues to prosper and I hope that the situation 1s not such that
it damages your mental and physical health.

May the blessings and peace of Christ be with you on the feast of Wis birth!

Fraternally,

Abbot Jerome Theisen, 0.S5.B.

JT/ev
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28 Decembe¥ 1879

The Reverend Prancisco Schultey @.5.3,
Monasterio San Antomic Abad

off Box 729 .

cro, erto Rico 00661

Dear Father Frénclacol

Thank you fot your letter of Decembe® 4.

Tt was truly good to hear from

you. I hope your Chrigtmas holidays have been restful and enjoyable!

seem guite so long.

as the articles sent im your lette

e ngs have quiet own, It is no fun

tr le starting, e political things
{3 4lgs apsetting.

t Jexr .
n to c ar

we a. T hing

well, I hope the Wew Year brings you an sbundance gf blessings!

A8 ever,

by £l 1y T

£ ro di 1t pver, it was 4
c o8 {1z -- ju put down vhat

wi sk ma

aow thac this letter fom't too hot -- T realize that
in haste »nd T did not sit dovn and
e to the top of my head,

Pleasge bear
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3 Januery 1980

Thie. Reverend Francisco Schalte, 0.5.EB.
Monasteria San Antonid Abad

Post (ffice Box 729

Humacas, Paerto Rled 00661

Dear Fathet Franclscos
T hope that you have had time to comsider or récomsider the statements

which you wrote in your last lécter. I hope that time ean give you a
better perspeciive opn your appraisal of the situatlon 4t Spn Antonio

Abad. ya Prior é the £1 ipal
soits ta wall, fo tém £ € ng
an excellent job. Yoo have the gupport of the studentd, the faculty,
dmint tion, I uld hope £ you © this
t onl 1l the of thig ¥ but s of
yﬂ“:
* 1 realime that the living conditions at San Antonid Abad are not com-
due t d
the t T s
bec i &

similar remarks about many of the monks of Ssn Antomio Abad, so the mattér
15 not merely a condition of anti-Americamism. It is the persopality of
1£ d 8 how to dcc dat £ to
to ir £ u wigh ther 88 in which
you could ovarjook his remarks or at least accept thém with a certain
apownt of equanimity.

Fathex indicdtes that it is not thoat easy for him te continua his work
the ent ¢ i but that he 1 to stiek te t even
the & are 1 I vonder if ing similar t be
it p tha
8 of ¢ fec y?
@ fost s ffie

to carry on without the support of all members of the monsetic community,
.. you cert inly are able to manage without a one-hundred per tent support.

These aie some reflections T have had eince recelving vour last letter. I
4190 wondet how your hudlth is. Have the troubled times made your conditiom
& or have you béen able to get the proper amount of rest and medicfie?

Atiother question T bad is this: would my writing to ¥a be of a
Advantage to yoit 2nd to the priory? I have refrained f o thus
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The Reverend FPranelsco Schulte, 8.S.8.
3 January 1980
Piaga Two

becmsee I do fot wish te alletiate Wlu from Saint John's community.

T wish you well for the Néw Year! Pencé and bHlessings!

Fraternelly yourd,

Abhot Jerome Theiser, 0.5.3.

Ir/ew
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BOX 729 HUMACAOQ, PUERTO RICO 00661 TELEFONO 809/852-1616

PRINCIPAL'S OFFICE

15 January 1980

Rt. Rev. Jerome Theisen, 0.5.B., Abbot
St. John's Abbey ’
Collegeville, MN 56321

Dear Abbot Jerome,

Peace be with you in this new year! Be sure that you will also be remember-
ed in a special way on our patronal feast of St. Antony the Abbot on 17 Jan-
uary.

Your letter January arrived here about a week ago and after passing it
on to Prior | discussed the contents with him and my present feelings
about the si on. As he has done before, he asked me to write you my sin~
cere feelings In order to keep you informed of the different opinions and the
different points of view currently found in the monastery. | will try to do

so as best [ can.

First of all, my health is not exactly perfect but it is better than had been
feared. The medical tests that | underwent in North Carolina over the Christ-

mas holidays were ab o determine what | have with a good degree of
certainty and what | have with a far les gree of certainty. The tests
eliminated the possi ty of a tumor, either in the abdominal area or in the

brain. Nonetheless, the question remains dbout the cause of the attacks that
have been hitting me for the past three or four years.

The final word has not been pronounced yet since all the test results are not
yet evaluated. However, the doctors that were treating me in North Carolina
have a tentative explanation. They feel that my system is extremely sensitive
to even slight drops in the blood sugar level. The body's reaction in my case
is*to trigger an excess production of adrenalin which in turn causes attacks
with symptoms such as heart palpitations, profuse sweating, trembling of the
extremities, dizziness and fainting and the like. The doctors feel that a mod-
fied diet may keep the blood sugar level fairly stable and that a new drug they
are prescribing will ''short circuit! the body's signals to: produce too much
adrenalin. When | have a final report | will send it to you.

So, while health is a factor in my dealing with the situation here in the Co-
legio as Principal and in the Monastery as monk and Sub-Prior, it is not an
insurmountable problem. Apparently, it is a condition that can be controlled--
if not cured. Stress Is also a factor when dealing witth a health problem in-
volving excess adrenalin; excess stress will alsp contribute to excess adrenalin
and its subsequent illness. Here is a factor to take into serious consideration,
especially given the present stress-inducing circumstances in the Monastery and
in the Colegio as well. This 1 mention to be completely honest with you and to
make the situation ds clear as possible.

A SIX YEAR COLLEGE PREPARATORY SCHOOL FOR BOYS AND G!RLS
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Abbot Jerome 1-14-80
page 2 . .

Getting down to the nitty-gritty of me and MSAA/CSAA.| want to say ¢learly
that | understand your letter's implications and what you are asking me to

consider or reconsider. |.am not unaware of what you are asking me nor am
I unaware of the attitude you challenge me to adopt in-so-far as patiently
bearing with.Fr. and other factors for the sake of the Community's

overall well~being. Please permit me to make some observations and comments.

My love for this menastic foundation and its: members is strong enough to make
me open to supporting almost any.sacrifice necessary to keep us afloat and
monastically alive. ! am willing to undergo insults to my persan and would
like to point out now that | have patiently.done so for a number of years
already--as have so many individuals here at the monastery. | am willing to
bite my tongue and 'put up",.in your own words, 'with some of 's remarks
for the sake of thé priory, the students and the faculty.'" But | believe the
important point is somehow being overlooked in the process of concentrating
on personal frictions alone. There is a much more essential matter to be
dealt with--whether.one member of a monastic community can flagrantly disobey
the orders of his superiors and the general consensus of his brothers. To
overlook' such disobedience or ''put up'* with such behavior is to do a severe
disservice to the genera] well-being of the Community.- 1In fact, to permit a
monk to go uncerrected in such matters destroys the monastic famlly bit by bit.
[t would be cowardice~-not charity or forebearance--to overlook such behavior
when one does, in fact, have the power to correct it.

| have explained this to Prior and am truly encouraged to hear from him
that he has been writing you about the situation with Fr. B ' am very
encouraged to hear that he has personally initiated some corrections of cer-
tain abuses and that he is consulting with other monks here at MSAA as to how

he should proceed in more welghty offenses, such as the matter of 's
having appropriated a monastery car for h|5 own use without permission and in
direct defiance of the last Prlor's orders to turn in the keys. | was not
aware of Prior efforts in this matter of dealing with Fr. and so

it was a positive factor for me to take into consideration when trying to de-
cide about remalning here at MSAA or not after May.

The whole point all along has been that many people have been suffering need-
lessly the disobedience and abuses of one individual. And instead of someone
correcting the disobedient and abusive individual, the victims of his actions
were the ones who suffered even more while he got away with his treatment of

them. The questlion has always been, 'Why should have to suffer and even
leave the monastery that we lové so much when he caused the problems?'
There has been little justice manifested In this e when the cause has been

left to .continue causing problems and the victims have suffered over and over
again.

| have been duly named as the Sub-Prior of this monastery and as such feel
it to be my respensibility to care for the welfare of the whole Community

and each individua) monk. In conscience | cannot '‘overlook' flagrant dis-
obedience by Fr, nor can | “put up' with his uncharitable actions. To
do so would be for me to betray the office of concern an try of service
that | hold in this monastic family. We do not help Fr. grow in his

monastic vocatfon by permitting him to do things no other monk would ever be
permitted to do. And we assuredly do not help the other monks by closing

our eyes to his harsh treatment of them. For his own good and for the good
of MSAA Fr. must be corrected. | believe this is only too obvious and
have a hard time understanding why we have been so hesitant to discipline a
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Abbot Jerome 1-14-80
page 3 '

monk that should have ‘been sharply dis
now on our fourth Prior who has attemp
of them has had real: success as of thi
and have had dealings with this s
share similar stories. | pray that Pr
Fr. ' s case will finally prove su
in the meantime, how many men have we
don't think we can afford to lose any more monks for fear of "harming' Fr.

. If he won't listen to his superiors,then why mollycoddle such a dis-
obédient attitude? Why make the others suffer in order to humor him in his
open defiance of Community observance? St. Benedict provides for those monks
who openly and repeatedly go against the will of the superior and the other
monks. It is high time that he submits to legitimate authority or let him
be excommunicated 1ike he deserves.

I will promise you, for my love of this priory, the students and the faculty,

to try to patiently bea s remarks against my own person. [ will do all
that | possibly can to nflicts with him in order to promote greater
peace in the monastery. But as Sub=Prior to Abbot | have to stand firmly on
my convictions that be disciplined and disciplined as soon as pos-
sible for his chron nce and lack of .charity toward the other monks.

I may possibly suffer through his remarks against me by biting my tongue, but
| will not do so when the good of others is at stake and when to ''overlook'
his actions means to condone them to the detriment of all involved.

My personal dedication to Prior forbids me to abandon him to deal with
the cross of leadership alone at Monasterio San Antonioc Abad. | care for him
too much to see him go down alone at the helm and | respect hlm too much to
discount his present efforts at dealiing with Fr, and the other problems
of this monastery. Therefore,! willingly:pledge him my continued support as
we--together--strive to serve our monastic family. | am willing to patiently
support his efforts, assuming that he knows what he s about and trusting
in his ability to bring about the needed corrections. How long | can do so

I can't really say at this point. | will definitely stick it out till May
and | am hopeful that May will bring us improved conditions here. But it is
within our power and authority to correct the abuses; if corrections do not
take place it is only because we have not used the power at our disposal. |
would then have to re-evaluate my willfngness to stay here.

As | pledge my support | would ask you, , to do eve g in your
power to help Priori and myself as | know ‘that needs to be
sure that he is backed up by you as we to improve onditions of

this monastery. Your assistance will be needed and appreciated, believe me.

For now, let me close this letter. { will send you any new information !
receive from the doctors later on. In the meantime, please do pray for us as
we do for you. God bless you in your own ministry.

In our Lord,

Framcaceo , 038
(Very Rev.) Francisco R. Schulte, 0.5.B.
Sub-Prior
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BOX 729 HUMACAQ, PUERTO RICO 00661 TELEFONOG 809/852-1616

PRINCIPAL’S OFFICE

23 January 1980

Rt. Rev. Jerome Theisen, 0.S.B., Abbot
St. John's Abbey

Collegeville, Minnesota 56321

Dear Fr. Abbot,

Peace to you in our Lord! Prior has asked me to off a short
note to you and enclose this bank statement fo We both
thought it best for you to handle the situation SInce it is somewhat
unclear to us down here. | will explain.

I received in my mail this letter to that th

opened and put on my desk, assuming s a sch

Principal. The Jetter is actually a ement t

of an account in his name of two cer which t

When | saw the statement | thought it must be for some sch nastery
invested in the States or in a savings account there undér 's
name as previous Prior or Principal or even as Pastor from 1

a and she has no kno ge whatsoever ey. |

a our Business Manag and he was to sed by

t has no knowledge of funds. Prio Iso

c ut- knowledge of the ey, as is Fr. o almost
a any money floating und, etc.

Prior is concerned to a great extent about this matter and wants to
All is well here and are moving along in so many areas. You are in

my prayers always and | ask yours for me and the Priory in a special way.
God bless you, Abbot Jerome.

Sincerely in our Lord,

ﬁM}oéﬁ\

(Very Rev.) Francisco R. Schulte, 0.S.B.

Sub-Prior
P.S.
Greetings to Mrs. and thanks to her for her last letter!

A SIX YEAR COLLEGE PREPARATORY SCHOOL FOR BOYS AND GIRLS
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5 Pebruary 1980

The Very rend Francisco R. Schulte, 0.8.B.
Coleglo San Autenio Abad

Post Office Box 729

Humac¢ap, Puerto Rieo Q0661

Dear Father Framcisco:

ou of 23 ue iseu the
th He ¢ ai t mone ted
ment came from an inheritance and tha a aged h Fa

aboet the proper way of transferring the account to the corporetion. He
was somewhat surprised that you opened the envelope, but I suppose you
recedve much mail f{u his name and it would be too tivesome to re-direct it
to Saint John's.

Father_eeema to enjoy his 1ife in the commnity; he has time for
refleating, reading, and discussion. He also works in parishes on € s.
At the begimaing of Mewch he will enrcll in & clinical pastoral ed ¢
program in Minneapolis,

On February 1 I announced the sppointment of Brother a5 head-
magter of Saint John's Prepgratory School. The Comnmi.ttee of the
school aeted as 8 Sgarch and fnterviewed four candidates for the
office of headmaster: Father , Father
and Brother The c¢ommittee recommended nanes
to me appointwent I belisve Brother 11 zpproach the
office with thoroughuess and vision. You might that he has worked
with Pather for the last seven years.
Te March T will trzavel to Tokyo to visit our priery. ZLast year, you might
er, we ¢ dala sum o y to the p Yy th om~
ion of a . The w buil £11 ve ded ted Ms 21
and T wish to be present for the cerem The trip 11 o3z me

an opportunity to visit with our confreres in Japan and to determine the
direction of the priory.

I wish you well in your work at San Autonfo, Thank you for your prayers and
we cextainly remember yod in ours.

Fraternally yours,

Abbot Jerome Theisen, 0.S5.B.

JT/ev
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monasterio san antonio abad / apartado 729 / humacao, puerto rico 00661

11 February 1980 -- Feast of our Lady of Lourdes

Rt. Rev. Jerome Théisen, 0.5.B., Abbot
St. John's Abbey
Collegevilile, MN 56321

v

Dear Abbot Jecrome,

Peace! | pray that this lettér finds you in good health and stil} going
strong in your abbatial ministry. 1'171:pray for you especially to our Lady
today on her feast that your Minnesota February may melt rapidly into a
glorious Minnesota spring before too long. Down this way February has never
been a problem but has, rather, been one of the most pleasantly cool months
of the year--a kind respite from the normal tropical heat and humidity.

Father, so much has been happening lately! Prior Pepe asked me to attempt

a summary for you of the major events and problems and decislons that have :been
popping up around MSAA/CSAA in the past weeks. In passing let me also refer
you to Prior Gordon since | also answered a long over-due letter of his just
yesterday and included some background to a few of the things | will mention
now. -

The Board of Directors, at my urging, agreed last month to a reduction in the
number of students at the Colegio to rediuce the alarmirig increase in a physical
plant that was built with 200-300 students in mind and has only been modified
slightly to accomodate the larger number: We have 41 kids in some classrooms,

made for a maximum of 30, That (s one sam -or mple of the things we need

to correct. . Personal .contact with monasti  emb and ‘Faculty bhas been re-
duced drastically as well. The cut will b rom .this year (largdest ever)

to a proposed and approved 580 next year. t ! t to tell you now that certain
events that have happened recently make me d t rior believe that even that

cut will be minor and the Colegio--if it remains open for: another year--will see
a dramatic cut in enrollment as a result of outside factors and as a direct re-
sult of the monastic quasi=chapter's intervention in the Colegio.

Last week was a nightmare. Every possible complaint against the Colegio that
could've been made was made--a couple of times over. Cheap shots were made from
outside {God alone knows who made them) and even got put on the..local radio
station. The Colegio was accused of raising costs needlessly for next year's
classes, of being a schoo! for a few wealthy elite, of having deviated from its
original purpose of educating the poor, etc. . :

A group of parents (possibly fthe same persons responsible for the radia spots)
demanded & meeting with the Principal or Board to air complaints or else they’
were going to form a group of 30 or 40 families and organize a boycott, etc.
You have no [dea what last week was like.... | arranged a mgeting for the
parents and listened with Prior Pepe, ” o nT "t to such
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Abbot Jerome 2-11-80
p.a 93 4

items as: "parents finding the doors clesed to them at CSAA", excessive use

of drugs at CSAA, lack of security at CSAA, disciplinary, academic and economic
problems at CSAA, a threatened ''exodus' of students from CSAA due to all of the
above, the Colegio's image as a ''refuge'' for '"undesireable' students expelled
from other schools on the Island (they might ''contaminate! the children of the
tocal parents)and so on and 56 on ad infinitum. Getting the picture now? It
is just a start of what went on....

We (Prior Pepe and myself) had scheduled a meeting with the Bishop at his home
and it went fairly well except for the matter of the Superintendent of Catholic
Schools of the Diocese of Caguas. The Bishop is willing to accept the Parish in
Yabucoa (the soonér the better, according to him) but we will have to keep the
Playa in Humacao as part of the present Parish in Humacao; it is not a separate
parish and cannot be cdnsidered separate now. As seon as possible we will have
another quasi-chapter meeting and forward te St. John's a petition suggested

by for presentation to the home chapter, asking the home chapter to
grant to the quasi-chapter its'power to relinguish the parish in Yabucoa. The
original agreement was with St. John's so we would ask that power from St. John's
to arrange the change-over when it works out with the Bishop.

We will need further help from on the matter of the Scheol Superintend-
ent from the Diocese. The Bishep is Insisting on his absolute control over us
and refuses to recognize that we are a monastic school. I'will write Dan Ward

directly but | am asking you for your support and cooperation in this matter,
which is vital.

The same day of the Bishop's meeting we (Prior, and myself)
had an “invitation" (It was a summons) to meet in the chambers of three local
Judges. They also Just happen to have their children here at:CSAA: They called
the meeting ''officially' {''not as parents") to inform us that they have certain
information about CSAA that makes them think CSAA is a veritable hotbed of drug
use, Sigh.... Sound familiar? They went onite paint a rather alarmist and ex-
aggerated picture 6f what's happening at CSAA and what they want us to do about
it. It was like being in a Nazi meeting or something of the sort. They are
telling us.to Initiate things 1ike unannounced searches of whole classes, taking
anyoné we catch with anything (even first timers) all the way through the legal
process of trial,.conviction, etc., pollce patrol en campus, undercover agents
in the student bedy, etc. Incredible. Do they really think it is as serious
and diabolical around here as they say? Do they think we are unaware of yhat
is happening or that we have done nothing about it?

After last week Pepe and | are wondering if we even want to keep the darn
school open. If it's as costly, wicked and mediocre as they are apparently
claiming, let's do them all a faver and kill the thing. Pepe is very serious
in his insistence that the Community as a:whole decide .Just what we want to
do with this Colegio. | read his thoughts and my own and these of so many in
the Community to say that if we are even going to keep a schoel at all it wlll
have to be a very different one in size, number of students, menastic contact
with the students, ete. The size could be drastically reduced to the point
where we as a Community could control it instead of 'managing'" it. | alert
you to the fact that things are in the wind., What things | don't know yet.
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As for me and the Colegio, | have kept in mind your instructions to me that

) would have to make a definite decision by January or February about con-
tinuing as Principal after May or not. After coenstant prayer and thought |
have made up my mind in consultation with the Prior. We both feel that it is
best for mé not to continue as Principal of the Coleglo after May. There are
many things that have influenced my decision: personal reasons like overall
health, monastic observance as Principal and cest to me as a member of the
Community. There are professional reasons teo, mainly that | am not at all
qualifled for this position and God's grace alone has kept the place running
so far. | dare not presume more. We wi'll announce this offlicially at an
extraordinary meeting of the Board on Feb. 18 and 'ask the members for their -
concrete plans for the up-coming school year. Their replys will also help

us plan better for what this Colegio may be like next year, if it still is.

I thank God that | have been able to step into Fr, 's position in a
difficult time and carry the place along well so far as interim Principal. |
also pray | can do so well until May. At that peint | hope to fade into the
background, hopefully back into the monastic routine that 1 have hardly ex-
perienced since October. After May |l have no firm decision yet but Pepe and
| speak a lot and have a good relationship to help work this out beyond May.
You can also help with your prayers.

With all sincerity | would ask you to congratulate Bro. on his new po-
sition. | know now what a tertible burden he has accepted and | pray that he
will receive ''the help of many brethern'. He will need it.

Thank you for the reply to our letter about Fr. s bank account. |
hope you explained to him that | did NOT open his mail ‘but that when | found
the letter open on my desk | took it to the Prior--as | think | had to do--
and that the Prior asked me to write to you in order to clear up the doubt.
Surely Fr. can't be too surprised=by ' the Prior here being curious
about one of the monks having a bank -account of close te $18,000. You have
to admit it is not a common thing in the monastery; at least not here.

Must go now. God bless you as we near:Lent. Be sure, as always, that you
are very much in my prayers and that | continue to ask for your own. They
are greatly needed and higly appreciated, especially during these past weeks.

Sincerely in our Lord,

Frameieco
(Very Rev.) Francisco R. Schulte, 0.S5.B.
Sub-Prior
P.S.
The search for a new Principal can start immediately. We will keep you
informed. | tend to think she/he ought to be around as soon as pessible
in order to become familiar with the work on the job. Pray hard!

F.
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monasterio san antonio abad / apartade 729 / humacao, puerto rico 00661

12 February 1980

0.5.B
5t. John's Abbey
Collegeville, MN 56321

Dear Dan,

Peace!

Hope that this finds you moderately warm and content in Minnesota during a

good month of February. No doubt you prefer being at home to befng away from
home in some strange, tropical cllmate. Actually, | thought-that you held-up
pretty wel) during your visit here and braved our weather admirably. At this

point you are a true veteran of the tropical campaign.

Please forgive me for writing an ""official’ letter but we need your legal ad-
vice as an "Experto en los derechos candnicos'' as Pepe [ntroduced you at the
Senior Council meeting., As the Abbot may have already warned you, we have a
major confrontation with the Bishop about the status of the Colegio and his
own right to "supervise' us by means of his Superintendent of Catholic Schools
of the Diocese of Caguas. | am making a photocopy of the letter to the Sister
that | sent with Pepe's co~signature and the approval of the Board. [ will
try to explain the Blshop's objections and ask you to reply to us with as clear
a response as possible so we have it on hand to defend ourselves when next
summoned. The Bishop is awaiting a written reply from us containing our spe-
cific objectlions.
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Page 2

Can you research this for us? Provide clear legal support for our claims?

If not, we're never ing to get t from under the contrel of Bishop
and his Superintende . She is d anding a certain calendar of schools,
without accepting ou unique situ jion as the only Boarding sch in the

Diocese (actually, t whole Isla ). She Is trying to Impose common texts

in the schools. S$he is making visitations to all the schools and is demand-

ing to see the property documents, contracts of all from Principal on down,

Interviews with the Principal, Asst. Principal, Superior of the Religious
nity or Parish, teachers, students, etc. She wants to see Fire Dept.
s, insurance, etc. In short, she is making waves here about everything
ble. 1 have tried to explain that she is overstepping her bounds and
ding things that not even an outside Abbnt could ask for. But....

We told the Bishop that we do not argue his right to oversee matters of
falth and morals in the Colegio but that we also insist on our legitimate
privileges and cannot cede them. We are at a standstill that will get worse
unless we have some concrete canons, documents, papal pronouncements, etc.

HELP!

| guess that is enough for now as a preliminary letter to you. Can you do
some research for us and get back to us with a clear list of things that can
help us in our dealings with the Bishop? If you do a good job' I may even in-
vite you to come back to Puerto Rico again as our "official consultant'.

Must go now. Take care, , and greet the Abbot, Sub-Prlor and the Prior
for me please. Maybe |'l1 be up there sooner than | thought.

Fraternaily,

(2/L4/Lo
(Very Rev.) Francisco R. Schulte, 0.5.B.
Sub-Prior

Enc: 2
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25 Febritary 1980

The Very Reverend Francisco R. chulte, 0.5.B.
Monasterio Sen Autonio Abad

Apartado 72%

Humacao, Puerto Rico 00661

Dear Father Frameisco:

I wrote a letter to Prior Josze last week and expressed my opinion with
regard to the proposal of establishing 2 theologate for the religious
orders of Puerto Rico. 1 aled menticned that I do not care just now

to get ianvolved in the controverey between the Colegio and the super-
intendent of education of the Diocese of Caguas. I hope that Prior
Jose shows you wwy latter. It indicatés my position 2t the present time,

Thank you for your letter of 11 Febriiary 198G and also for your letter
to Prior Gordom. Prior Gerdon shated your letter sith me. As a result
I have 2 fairly good picture of the progress of the year at San Antonio
Abad. -

It s well for you to reduce the number of students emrolled at the
Cole The build czn hardly acc te students surely
the ity of educ 18 reduced wh te rowding e

facilities. The instructors can provide little personal attention to
the students when their clessrooms are crowded.

The public should underatand why educacion2l costs risée, They certainly
want to pey the instructors & juszt salary and this weans that the tuitioni
myst rise. Unfortumately the riaing costs pregent some studepts from
attending the school. Your scholarship and grant program can help to

some extemt, I would hope that some of the poor people, especislly those
1iving in the area, can be given opportunitiea to study at the Celegio.

It would be well i{f parishes in the area could sponsor partieular students.
Is there some way in which the parents who were concermed about the qualfity
of life and education at the Colegio could 2lso assist in the program of
school? )
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The Very Reverend Franciseo R. Schulteg 0.8.B.
25 February ‘1980

Page Two

When yo dy to ze sh in , pl e re
& petit cht be p ed ptés ntJ s Ve
We . ad that the monks presently viorking in the parish could remain
thera even sftar the dioceds hssumes regponsidbility for the parish,
Would Fatrher sEill meer with his small communitiea in the parish

srid wonild he arill be ssssciated with the parish of Yebucoe?

T andersiand vour decisfon ast td continue s principel of the Csieglo. .
I wislt, of course, that you woeld continue zinfe you are doing a good
jcb in the office gad have provided good leadership for the school, I
understand, however, that your interests lie more in the are’ of teaching
end In the sffice of chaylais. T think you can continue to serve the
Colegieo In these capaclitles. I imow tod that you are intevested in
gpendiuz move time with tha memestle commnity amd with developing che
iife pf the momastery. 1€ you ave not priacinel yor wonld have more time
to apend with the younger wenbers of the conrmmiiy,

Next month I will fly ¢o Tokyo to azaist the o¥lory in its dedicstion of
& new Brilding. I will also interview the memhers of the priory emd
assesg the state of monasticz 1ife In the héude, I an reading the history
of the priory and atbempting to scqueint uyself with some of the problems
that ocur ¢ ity hzs faced in the sstablishment of this sriocry.

T wish you esntinued success in your work #nd the blessinss of lent!

Fraternally vours,

Abbot Jerame Theisen, 0,5.E,

JT/ev
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monasterio san antonio abad / apartado 729 / humacao, puerto rico 00661

2 March 1980

The Right Reverend Jerome Theisen, 0.5.B., Abbot
St. John's Abbey
Collegeville, MN 56321

Dear Abbot Jerome,

Lenten peace and blessings to you: Thank you so much for your letter of
February 25th. Prior José also showed me your letter to him and we discussed
it and the material that you enclosed. There was quite a bit!

Let me first communicate to you some things that the Prior asked me to put in
this letter and then I canh mention a few personal items that I have in the
back of my mind.

The Prior requests of you an official copy of the legal agreement between the
Chapter of St. John's Abbey and the Diocese of San Juan (at that time there
was no Diocese of Caguas) about the'parish in Yabuéoa. From my investigation
in. our own archives I have found that we have no copy of the agreement, but I
have found letters between Abbot Baldwin and Bishop James Davis from 1957 that
make reference to the matter. Please have Fr.- Vincent or Bro. Ryan look for
the official document and also the Chapter's decision so we can have copies
here in our own archives. There is a real question about the parish being for
a definite time or an indefinite time. The Chapter decision had to have been

somewhere after July 1957,

Prior also asked for some more information on the matter of the money Fr.
B has (had?) in the bank in Minneapolis. 6 have gone to St.
John's or was it to have come down here while Fr. was still in the

mission? Perhaps you could answer the Prior directly on this matter.

To keep you up to date on the situation in the Colegio I.can only tell you that
we have lived through some Hellish days lately and pray that we can weather the
storm calmly with God'!s help. A1l started with the raise in the tuition for
next year. As you say, the parents to understand but.... They have put
more "editorials” on the local radi ublished an article in the local paper
that our lawyers consider to be clearly a case of libel. We met four times in
the past weeks with-a group of parents and had scheduled a sort of assembly for
all parents to ce/mly explain the why's.of the price raise. However, when the
last article was published our lawyers called a halt to any further giving-out
of information or meetings since the article is a legal matter now and a sign:
of what we're dealing with.
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Abbot Jerome 3.2.80
page 2

ained an attitude of refusing to
roversy. Our belief is that those
nonsense anyway and that the small
hose who know us for what we truly
be working and things are possibly
ago. The situation is hopefully be-
11 out; lies cannot win. This has
even more and we have been able to
cuss at greater length our apostolate
God has used this difficult time

the school should be headed. The
eling well and coping welil, Prior

, Father, that he is in excellent

if not very healthy of late. The
nd he has been in great pain for a

w much 1 appreciate your understand-

ontinue as Principal of CSAA after
me a great deal to know that you

wish I could stay on. I have done

e as interim Principal and thank you
prayer has been to serve this com-

ents and skills the Lord may have

s point I think I can say sincerely,

hen see where I can be equally use-

ful.

From your letter to Prior José I understand that you feel I should either be
here at MSAA or in Minnesota at St. John's. That narrows down my decision
by indicating that "third options" are

least not without further discussion,

feel that a year or two for deeper stud

salem will be an important possibility

few years for reasons that Prior José a

I would be glad to explain to you sometime.

ee that the community here needs me,
rsonal commitment to the members
p and Jeave" them in such a crit
ersonal questions that need to b  ealt
have been better dealt with in s
ty here depends on me being present,
on good of our monastery. 1 guess 1
to put off my decision of leaving
cision still need to be made, I
en we most need the dedication of

As you urself mention in your Jetter, I am deeply "interested in spending
more t with the monastic community and with developing the life of the
monast ." The most precious thing I have and treasure in this life is my
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Abbot Jerome 3 2 80
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vocation as a monk and priest of the Benedictine family. Al11 else has to
flow from that most treasured core of who I am if it is to have real value
and 1f I am to be truly faithful to that vocation. Unfortunately, as I have
op explained to Prior José, being Principal h  been extremely damaging
to 1ife as -a menk and priest. I am terribly ¢ erned about this, Father,
an nsider it my first responsibility to regain at has been lost and to
re what has been hurt. - If I am.to remain her t MSAA it must be with
adequate provisions being made for me to re-establish and nurture my monas-
tic commitment and observance.

Over these past months there has been no time whatsoever for lectio ar any

real prayer time to speak of. With less than five hours of s night
I am hardly ever able to nd Morning Prayer or celebrate Eucharist with
the community. Noon Pray s not possible aither and Evening Prayer is a
rather haphazard affair: times there is time and sometimes there is not.
I am not able to eat as o with the monks as I would 1ike to and I am not

able to spend as much time in recreation or other common activities during

the week as I would 1ike to. As I yearn to. Father, I am hurting spiritually
from all this and feel a.tremendous need to attend to this before I lose it all
That is why I thought a year in Rome or Jerusalem would be like a long retreat
or spiritual refresher. My desire is not to run away. On the contrary! My
desire is to strengthen and deepen this monastic vocation of mine. If I have .
to remain in P.R. next year I will need the chance to do so as my number one
priority. If I don't rest and get back on my feet monastically speaking I

run the risk of losing it all. This frightens me, Father, and I ask your
cooperation and support in this matter. .

1 would hope and pray that next year will find me squarely on the monastery-
side of things here. If.I am able to be Chaplain in the Colegio or whatever,
it has to be subordinated to my monastic commitments. I will.need time for

for private prayer and a schedule that puts the community prayer,

nd recreation first--as they should be. Frankly, 1 love the work as
Sub-Prior and think I could really assist the community and Prior José per-
sonally with more time to do the job. More time needs to be spent with the
individual monks, which 1s very difficult now with Prior Jos& in the Boarding
School and with so many meetings and myself in the Colegio up to my neck. I
need time to get our archives in shape, take care of official correspondence
for the Prior and the 1ike. 1 have had to give up my classes on the Psalms
to the Novices and I Tament that a great deal as it was a favorite contact
among the others that I have (had...) with the Novices. I would 1ike to re-
establish that sort of contact with the new men.

Forgive me for writing such a long letter but when the Prior heard I was in
the process of writing you he asked me to include the "official" things that
I have put the letter's beginning section. Thank you again for your sup-
port and pr rs. Please do consider what I have told you in this Tetter;

1 think nex ear will be crucial for me and deserves careful planning with
the Prior h and your awareness of what we decide. You are constantly in
my own prayers, Father. God keep you strong in your ministry as Abbot.

In Christ's love,

7;:aa~<1;¢asél oqyéi
(Very Rev.) Francisco R. Schulte, 0.5.B.
Sub-Prior
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26 Yarch 1980

The Very Reverend Franeisca Schulte; O.S.3B.
Momisterio San Antonlo Abad

Apartado 729

Humaecao, Puerto Rice 00661

Deatr Father Francieco!

ses ed o reco per to arish in Yebucés and we
dee ont rdin the texr es of July 19, 1957, Let
fr the pter : " @ next question presented wais the
1 petition of Bishop ‘P, Davis of § Pn co t
# take over the care 1y Angela Pari e n
to ¢80, ae Sedis, S Fa 4
ry all r accep ie igh, the
g . 48 s o, 2." 5 ° ady other
of ficlal document: relating to the parigh 1 i & folder

that containg petitions and rescripts. From the chapter minutes it {3 clear
that we accepted care of the parish for sn indefinite peried of time,

I am happy to hear thst the temse situation in the colegio has léssenad in the

1gst few weeks. Perhaps the parents are begimning to umderstand that we are in
a period of inflation and that tultion rates must ride to keep up with the rate
of inflation, This is espeeially true since most of the teachers of the school
are not religlous and therefore muet be given a salary that meets the needs of

the time,

1 mderstand your desixe for further study, especlall inte in epirit-
uality. t is too soon to pursue these a . Yo e completed
your theo 1 very recently and it seems more proper o eéngege in ministry

for a few years before continuing your studies. I thiok it is true, as you your-
gself pee, that San Antonio needy your prasence apnd commitment. I think you can
give the community the kind of support that it meeds in this peried of transition
from an American founddtion to & native Pusrto Rican monastery., By native I do not
mesn thet it doss not contsin anyone but Paerto Rlcan monks, but it surely needs to
be uative im customs and dutlook, DPet it needs the continual support of Saint
John's in the persons that work in the priery.

so you t t or i¢
a8 it g r de £ "
ia ture - 1 ha

on everywhere we are workl I ¢xust tha

principal to concern you t  will be available for reflection and prayer. There
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The Very Revewknd Franclect Schylte, 0.5.B.
20 rMapch 1580
Page Two

should dlso be time for teéaching the psalmé &nd monastic spirftwality. I #nm
wure that the veyy teaching of these subjects will msdlst you consideradly.

I am looking foxrward to my trip to Tokyo. I 'wish to asseda the nature of
nonss€lc 1ife a¢ Saint Anselm's Priory. It will be sometime before the prioty
atand® on 1t own feet momastically.

The blessings of lent ba yours!

Pratermaliy yours,

Abhot Jérome Thelsen, 0.5.B.

I ey
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MARLH 1430

monasterio san antonio abad / apartado 729 / humacao, puerto rico 00661

Right Reverend Jerome Theisen, 0.5.B., Abbot

st. John's Abbey '
Collegeville -
Minnesota 56321

Dear Abbot Jerome,

thers at the Abbey from all of
t the request of Prior José |

nior Council and Quasi-chapter
ime" (!) you can practice your

| hope that your visit to Tokyo went
to spend as much time with the breth
at San Antonio Abad. _1'11 be curicu
the mission's status when you send i
CONFRERE.

been going on here.

11 and that you were able
there as you did with us

o receive your report on

ut or publish it in.the

retired Principals: too many

| wrote incorrectly in my last
ital and has been .told he must
fday the 28th at least. He [s
may be asking you to return
Raphael's Hall for the care he
rt.

for now. The switch in Principals
after writing me an offensive per-
a ry polite one asking to meet

i  ructed by the Prior and our

e letter to the Prior and Senior
C unity matters, etc. Ve await
verything up for now,

Take care, Father, and be assured of my prayers. Please pray for me.

Fraternally in our Lord and St. Benedict, ﬁ ,6 ' 7/ -
3 AaNAAACD

Sub~Prior
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BOX 729 HUMACAQ, PUERTO RICO 00661 TELEFONO B09/852-1616

14 March 1980

Very Rev. José M. Rodrfguez, 0.5.B., Prior
Monasterio San-Antonio Abad

Box 729

Humacao, Puerto Rico 00661

Dear Father Prior,

By means of this letter | wish to tender officially my resignation
as Principal of Colegio San Antonio Abad, effective today.

It was with a real sense of love and duty that | accepted your re-
quest to function as Interim Principal until the monastic community
could find a permanent Principal. At this time | am sincerely over-
joyed to know that Fr. Jaime M. Reyes, D.S.B. will hold the office
of Principal at Colegio San Antonio Abad.

Please be sure that | will be at Fr. Jaime's side to assist him as
he becomes gradually acquainted with his new position. Anything at
all that | can do to make the transition easier for him or for the
Colegio will be my pleasure, | assure ypu.

In the meantime | will resume my ministry as Chaplain of the studehts
here at Colegio San Antonio Abad and | can now dedicate more time to
the monastic community as its Sub=Prior, zssisting you personally in
its care. | will be glad to get back to re-organizing the Archives
of the monastery and helping you in your official correspondence, etc

Again, thank you so much for the opportunity to have assisted the Co=
legio these past four months and now for the opportunity to return to
my labor of love, the Chaplain's office and Sub-Prior.

In . Bene

z. / ?1543

(Very Rev.) Francisco R. Schulte, 0.5.8.
Sub=Prior

cc: Rt. Rev. Abbot Jerome Theisen, 0.5.B

A SIX YEAR COLLEGE PREPAP RY SCHOOL FOR BOYS AND GIRLS
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rhonasterio san antonio abad / apartado 729 / humacao, puerto rico 00661

th March 1980

Right Reverend Jerome Theisen, 0.S.B., Abbot
St. John's Abbey .
Collegeville, Minnesota 56321

Dear Abbot Jerome,
Peace to you in our Lord!

This will most likely ‘be rather long as the Prior asked me to send you
more information on the situation at the Colegic, up-dating you from my
last letter.

First of all, | officially reésigned as Principal (Interim Principal) this
morning and called an assembly of all the students, faculty, administra-
tion and staff in order to present to them tHe new Principal selected by
the Senior Council yesterday and named by Prior José. You may be inter-
ested to know that the new Principal is Fr. Jaime M. Reyes, 0.S5.B.

This appointment was made as a direct result of conversations with our
lawyers, a husband and wife team, parents of a son in the Cotegio. The
attacks of the parents' group have become more bitter lateh'and the law-
yvers said that the solution was to name the new Principal NOW and let him
or her plunge into the remaining months of this school year in order to
get to know the students, teachers, etc., hot to mentioh the system as -
such. Then, any attacks or accusations by the parents' group could be ans-
wered hdnestly by the new person who could plead ignorance of what the pre-
vious man had sajd or done and who would not need to feel obliged by any-
thing that had taken place before his/her coming into office.

There is a lot more involved here than | can describe in a quick para-
graph but let it suffice to say that the idea was accepted by Fr. Jaime
only after real deliberation on his part. He has so many outside contacts
it is hard to believe and they are on the Island-wide level with the Con-
ference of Religious (he's on the Board), the Presidency of the Priests'
Council of the Diocese of Caguas, membership on various Episcopal Comissions,
teaching Theology in the Diocese, for the Lonference of Religious, work in
the Barrios of Yabucoa, Vocational Promotion for the monastery, etc. seem-
ingly ad A1l this he had to consider before accepting. He did
so after pointed out to him, "When the Pope was eleceted in Rome,
he had to leave behind his many commitments in Poland. He couldn't even
return to get his underwear.'" That convinced Fr. Jaime. Ha!
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Abbot Jerome 3-14-80

page two

So, Fr. Jaime is safely ensconced in the Principal's Office and | am
happily ensconced once again in my beloved Chaplain's Offlce, grinning
Iike a Chesire Cat. | will have more than enough work with the Chap-
lain's position, being more.active as Sub-Prior and digging through the
Archives, which desperately need a total overhaul. Thank you for your
kind support and be sure that the changing of the guard took place with
detorum and was accepted well by the school community, on the whole.

To keep you up to date on the others in the Principal's Office,

» the Director of Development has resigned, effective May 31 and
Prior José has accepted the resignatio tion will cease to exist
and we can save around $20,000 or so. » the Business Director,
has not given definite word yet but from what he told me this morning and
from comments of the ‘lawyer he intends to resign; effective the same date

more or less. | suspect he will want to keep his ties with the Summer

Camp for a number of years yet; since.it is his baby and the money will
for the 1it ter that. was born with birth defects. [
will appare for anotfier year and help Fr. Jaime. |
o know that ill stay. He could never be Principal at

the Colegio but is a good number two man.

Prior José intends to move into s present office and

have move into 's present o ice, which connects with

the Principal's office. Prior. José is making it clear that he is the
person ultimately responsible for this community and that he will answer
any complaints, attacks, etc. personally. Given the present situation.in
Humatao he may have his work cut out for him!

As | mentioned, the parents' group is still up in arms.. Last Sunday they
had their meeting in the Humacao Social:Club, aired gripes amongst them-
selves, bitched something unbelievable and told more rumors, gossip and
ties than | have ever heard collected In.one perlod of time. | have the
whole two hours on cassette since one of the parents that supports us was
able to record it all.' They then formed themselves: into a self-designated
'""Parents' Association of Colegio San Antonio Abad''. At the lawyers’ sug-
gestion we sent out a letter to all parents clearly indicating that in this
institution there is no such association; that it was a group of parents
unhappy with the Colegio; that no one was obliged to register their child
at this Colegio; that we wil) operate next year as always with the students
that want to come here; that those who are in opposition to our Colegio
may freely register their children at another school.

Well, that set off more.radio anhouncements and those spots on the radio
were filled with more mis-information and direct lies. -Our lawyers are

advising us on how to proceed; our stance has been not to respond or get
invoived in any of these mud=slinging events; truth will necessarily out.

Also at the suggestion of the lawyers: an audit of the operatlons of this
operation by an outside firm not connected with our present auditors. |
guess this is not news since Prior José and | included it in the report
that |1 wrote up for you as the ''State of the Priory'" in October., Now is
the time to conduct an audit and the Prior wishes to inform you that he is
making those arrangements now. You will be kept up to date on it.
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Abbot Jerome 3-14-80

page three

Today | received from Fr. _, 0.5.6. a note to the effect that
he has done some research on the matter of our relationship with the
Bishop of this diocese in.regards especially to our Colegio and the
Superintendence of Catholic Schools of the Diocese of Caguas. He said

mutual cooperation--not demands, commands and orders. And certainly not
to the extent and with such details as the Superintendent of Caguas de-
mands. More details later.

Brother 0.S.B. was taken to the hospital in town a couple
of days ago after suffering a minor heart attack. He was found by the
night guard and driven to Humacao where they went to two hospitals be-~
fore finding a room. He is in Intensive Care and may possibly be released
to a regular room tomorrow, the third day in Intensive Care. This past
week his diabetes worsened to the point that he is now permarently on
daily insulin injections. Please ask the community's prayers.

Prior José feels much better; his stones have either been dissolved or

miraculously disappeared because he feels litt is point.
The only other medical news of late is Brother 0.5.B.'s
new bi~focals--he doesn't like them too much b rning to

look through the correct part for his reading in choir. He no lornger has
to carry a magnifying glass with him Iike Brother il et St. John's! -

I think that's all for now, so will close, Bless you for your patient
reading of this. You are now officially caught-up on the Puerto Rican
mission. By the way, how was your visit to Japan? (You can tell me after
you go there!!!) Take care, Father, and God bless. Till later.

Fondly in our Lord and St. Benedict,

( n .S.B.

Sub=Prior

enc: 1
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1 April 1980

.The Vary Reverend Franciseo Schulte, 0.5.B.
Monasteric Sam Antohio Abad

Apartado 729 .

Humscao, Puerto Rico 00861

Dear Father Praticisco:

certainly have e lenced a succeas of crucial events in the last

h or two! I ass that you would ¢ letz the year as principal of
the school, but I sée some reasonr for your leaving the office before the
end of the term. I Am happy that Father J4ime has been appointéd principal
because it indicated his interest in the school and because he certaialy

has the requisite ent for the off I am sure that he will gset a
firm hand to the 0 ce of principal will hendle most metters with
digpateh.

‘Thank you for your note about Brothe . It seems rhat he

will need to rest some momths before taking up hig regular activicies. I
will write to him and request an indicztion of his state of health.

Thank you for the coples of minutes of the Council at San Antonio Abad.
I will look them over at my leisurs,

1t {9 hard for mé to understand the attacks of parents’ group agdinst the
policies of the school. I masume that the attacks sre motivated primarily
by their findnectal concermg. But they may be motivated by the Image of the
school as well, T trust that Father Jaime will be able to deal with thése
attacks, He is & netive Puerte Rican and will be able to understand the
fine dimengions of the criticism.

I am happy that you gre returning to the chaplain's office., Tt sesms that
your i{nfluence in the schocl is generated In thig affice. 1 am happy tos
that you will be able to devote more of your timé to monasiic issues, The
monastery will need your attentiomn, especielly at this time when the services
of Father Jaime mre taken sway from 1%.

Father is in Saint Mary's Hospital in Minneapelis. dHe will umder-
go an opevation for a4 bewel obstruction. T hopa the operation is suecessful
since wa do not have anyone to veplace him as princip t the present time.
It seems that this year haz been particularly crucial the verious Bene-
dictine principals that govern our schoéols!
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The Vary Reverend Framiclsco Schulre, 0.8.3.
1 April 1980
Page Two

Yes, I enjoyed my vigit to Saint Anselm's Priory in Tokyo.
receive & report in the next issue of Confreve.

'me.blesaings of Esgter bte with you!l

Prateynally youru,

Abbot Jetome Theleen, 0.8.B.
JT/ev

You will
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monasterio san antonio abad / apartado 729 / humacao, puerto rico 00661

16 April 1980

The Right Reverend Jerome Theisen, 0.S.B.
St. John's Abbey '
Collegeville, Minnesota 56321

Dear Abbot Jerome,
Peace and grace to you in the joy of our Lord's Resurrection!

| have two letters from you that need to be answered or at least ac-
knowledged, the latest of which is your letter of 1 April. In that
last letter you cobserved that | '"have experienced a succession of cru-
cial events in the last month or two! but, as the old saying goes:
“Wou haven't seen anything yet!"

As seems to be the norm around here this year, things are in flux. With
that observation | could easily win the ''Grand Understatement of the Year
Award'. So many things have happened and are happening still that | some-
times wonder when all will settle down--or if it ever will.

I am uneasy and deeply concerned about many aspects of our day to day
dealings with people here and have tried to explain this directly yet
respectfully to Prior José. He has not accepted what | have observed

and am still observing around San Antonio Abad. This morning | had my
third meeting with Prior José& in an effort to present once more (for the
last time) what | sincerely feel to be occurring in the Coleglo and in

the monastery. | perceive in no uncertain terms that my attempt was a
dismal failure (it's been a long time since | was yelled at and met with
angry glares that could've bored a hole through a three inch steel plate).
He not only does not seé what | see around here--and what many others are
seeing as well--but he told me that | am completely wrong and am being used
by people desiring to spread division in the community. | repeat again that
| did not present him with my own opinion- but the shared opinion and con-
viction of many monks and lay persons in the Colegio.

Frankly, I am In need of some feedback from you about this situation. 1

do feel it to be my moral obligation to explain to you what | have explain-
ed to Prior José. If | am mistaken | would be willing to be shown where
and how. But if | am correct--as many of us before God believe we are--then
I must speak up and make my convictions known to you as | have to the Prior.
It would be much safer and much, much less palnful to remain silent and keep
my thoughts to myself, making no waves and ruffling no feathers. But for
all the pain and lack of acceptance that this Involves | am convinced that

| must present this to you and ask for your advice on a personal level.
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Abbot Jerome
16 April 1980
page two

| have told Prior José at least twice that one of my real concerns and
worries of late is the way that people are being treated in the Colegio
and even in the monastery. As Chaplain once more | find myself in my

old position as the 'Listener!' of different versions of many of the

same stories and events. | remember when Fr., Landelin was Prior and Prin-
cipal how | used to speak with him often and listen to his pain and hurt
as he described his perception of things that were happening in the Prin-
pal's office with his Staff, of the situation in the monastery, etc. At
the same time | would have visits from the members of his Staff, monks and
teachers, hearing their own woes and versions of what | had heard from Fr.
Landelin. | was in the middle--a neutral position--and was able to as-
sist Individuals on both sides of the fence without taking sides as such
but by working behind the scenes for some reconciliation.

The situation has not really changed for me now: day after day | spend
hours and hours listening to monks, teachers, students, Staff members,
malntenance workers and secretaries. From what | have heard over and
over again there are truly many people needlessly suffering and hurting
around here--hurting due to our callous way of dealing with them lately.
| believe we can--and must--improve and correct our manner of dealing
with many of our people and heal a wounded morale. Father Prlér does

not see this and he does not feel that there is any need for Improvement.
He sald that many of the ways we are dealing rather impersonally and coldly
with people are necessary In the present time of internal reorganization
in the Colegio and the monastery. | disagree with this attitude with all
my heart and feel that we can easily be far nore compass[onate and under-
standing. Christian justice demands it if nothing else.

Prior José is somehow changed in his past approach to people if one is to
belleve one's own eyes and ears and if the many people who have made this

observation are not all absolutely mi I have s ken in depth with

Fr. R Bro. Bro. , Mr (our school's
guidance couns (vice-principal , Mr. R
Mr and my whom | invited down for

a weekend after Easter in order to ask his advice and opinion of the thipngs
that are being observed around. here. Is a highly respected Rsychiatrist,
director of the most successful community Mental Health Clinic in the state
of North Carolina. < respect his opinion for his personal wisdom and for

his professional excellence. He was able to assist me greatly in sortlng
out many factors in our situation here in the Colegio and monastery.

Fr. who is extremely perceptive and knows this place as well as any-
one res me that | am ncot far from the truth at all and that he is him=
self very concerned about so much of what is happening. Mr

whom you already know from your visit in November, confirms nion
and shares strongly our sense of concern and worry about:th ople
are being hurt and the way decisions are being made in the ohas=
tery. Generally, we seem to be seeing more decisions made and

then handed down to the different groups or individuals. Fr. Eric says that
the Senior Council is not really a place for dialogue so much as it is for
by the Prior-~a rubber stamp for decisions already made: Bro.
and others have commented that our Friday community meetings that
were actually started by the Prior are now turning into times for belng
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Abbot Jerome
16 Apri) 1980
page three

informed of decisions already made during the week and that the Prior
talks and that we listen.

Prior José was the man who said over and over that he wanted us to talk
and talk and talk some more just to share opinions--even opinions that

are not in agreement., When Fr. Landelin hardly ever used the Board of
Directors of the Colegio it was Prior José who insisted on weekly meet-
ings so decisions would not be made by Fr. Landelin or anyone else alone.
Now the Prior has dissolved the Board with the Senior Council's tacit
approval but the idea was to eliminate an extra step in the structure by
having the Senior Council itself function as the Board and avoid dupli-
cations in meetings. Since that has happened the Senior Council has not
yet met to function as Board or make any major decisions about the Colegio.
Yes, Prior Jos€ and Fr. Jaime are consulting individuals but there is now
no established body to serve as a check or balance to the decisions of a
few individuals. The Board was to advise the Principal and check him also.

When the Board was dissolved the members of it ouside of the Senior Council
were informed of the Board's non-existence by a memo from the Prior. No
consultation was made with them and they were bitterly offended by not even
being consulted before-hand. Some of them have told me that they are not
opposed to consolidating the Board's functions with the Senior Councll but
that they were deeply hurt and offended by the way they were dealt with.
That was the first of a series of executive decisions made by the Prior

and communicated to the people involved by means of memos appearing on desks
or on bulletin boards. This is a strange way to deal with people that work
for us and with us here in the Colegio, an impersonal way to deal with people
when it suddenly comes from a man who has been known for his love of talking
and discussing things with people. Prior José always said that the North
Americans like papers and notes and memos but that the Latinos prefer to
have personal contact with the individuals involved. Somewhere along the
way that has fallen out of practice around here and there are many hurt and
wounded people as a result of their being cut-off from previous responsi-
bilities and treated with less personal respect that before. This is re-
flected in many employees, students and monks.

What | have been wondering about and what | have asked many others about

is if the Prior is not having his authority and power used by others. In
my second talk with the Prior about this | told him that | knew him toowell
to think that he would hurt anydne on purpose and that | was sincerely con-
cerned that perhaps he was being manipulated by others in subtle ways. He
emphatically denied that anyone could ever manipulate him and g€3t1d he is
responisible for his declsions. VYesterday ) tried to rephrase my concern
without using the term '"manipulate', which does sound drastic and harsh. |
told him that } felt he was an individual who never desired or yearned for
the position or power of the Prior's office and that as such he was very
happy to share his power with others and take their advice. | told him that
what many of us have felt is that he is too dependent on certain individuals
for advice and too ready to accept what they say, putting into practice cer-
tain actions that then hurt people, though with all the best intentions of
tightening the reins in the monastery and putting order to the disorder in
the Colegio. Specifically, there is concern on the part of many of us that
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Abbot Jerome
16 April 1980
page four

the Prior is relying too much on the opinion of Fr. Jaime and of the two
lawyers that have been advising us almost constantly since the parent sit-

uatfon started this year. | like and respect the lawyers also but have
never felt that their word is Gospel and said so months ago when | was the
Principal. | listened gratefully to their advice as well as to that of

the Board members, etc. and then we all made our decision. The ‘concern of
some-of the monks and some of the people in the Colegio is that these in-
dividuals have the Prior's ear and that he too readily accepts what they
advise, even while consulting with others.

Well, this more or less summarizes the things that | have told the Prior.
l-can tell you that he categorically denies and rejects what | have told
him. He reacted strongly yesterday to my lastest discussion with him. |
presented this to him humbly, respectfully and lovingly as something that

| was sincerely concerned and worried about. The presentation was made in

a desfre to give him other points of view to corisider and | spoke with him
only after praying a great deal about this and after speaking with the peo-
ple mentioned above, plus others that | have not included. As | said, it
was not an easy thing to have to say to Prior José and it would have been
so easy to remain silent and never say a word. But | am not llke that and
feel a moral obligation to tell him how | feel and what | have observed In
the hopes of offering information that could be of assistance to him in

his difficult position as Prior. | am deeply worried about the individuals
that have been hurt, by the way decisions have been made and about the over-
all sltuation of the Coleglc and monastery at this time. To be silent would
be a cowardly act.

So, in the face of the Prior's rejection of what | respectfully presented
for his consideration | write to you now and ask for your help and for

your advice. Where do | go from here? | speak on a personal level now.
Frankly, | don't think 1 can do anything more around here, | am not believed
by the Prior any, many p the same concerns and views.
He feels that and perhaps are working to divide the
monastic community and that | am playing Into their hands. In other words:

1 am being manipulated--not Prior José., If | am being manipulated then it is

by charity and coricern for the hurting people that are walking around this
place. You are already all too well informed of the monks that have been
hurt; how many more must be hurt and leave here bitterly? The same thing is
happening on the school side.

The handwriting is on the wall: | will not remain in Puerto Rico much longer
and ) predict that there will be few Americans who will. My only question
to you, Abbot Jerome, is when to return to St. John's. As | say, my cred-
ibility around here is now nil. | took a risk to present to the Prlior what
| sincerely believe in the hope that | might open his eyes somewhat. | did
not and now | am on the list of those that are ''dividing' the community in
the eyes of the Prior. There is no way | can remain here being viewed like
that. Do | make a clean break and returi to the Abbey this summer or do |
wait till Christmas to make my decision after the first semester of the new
school year, after the local gubernatorial elections and after the naming of
the new Bishop of Caguas and possibly the creation of a new Diocese of Humacao?
I am at the point of just wanting to be done with it and make the decision
now. As my father told me, | should stop hanging on hoping for miraculous
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changes for the better. Dad said to talk directly with the Pri and
hope that he might listen or at least Initiate a dialogue to di ss the
points. | had to present to him. But after that | had to set a d-line

for making my decision and stick to it. | have talked with the Prior and
based on the results (negative) of that talk think it is time to admit

that days here are numbered. It is a ation this present sit~
uati of the palitical future of Puerto of th olitical activities
int particular Diocese, of the changi file o he local community
of M tery San Antonio Abad and my own n-exis t credibility in
the unity.

Suggestions, please! | think that the choices are to plan on returning
during the summer sometime or to wait till Christmas and then make a de-
cision with the additional facts that will be available then. | would

be willing to wait till Christmas but given my present status in the
community wonder if | can survive the intervening months of--at the best--
tolerance. This is a small community and one cannot really avold being
confronted many times daily with one's being considered a rogue,

What | have told you in this letter is not for you to intervene here or
to make waves for the Prior or anything of that sort. It is solely for
the purpose of explaining my position and documenting what | have observed
and what | have presented to the Prior, along with his reaction of not
accepting what | presented to him. 1| do so in the bellef that | have a
moral obligation to inform you of the same things | told the Prior. | am
thereby fulfilling my obligation and am not simply folding my arms and
keeping quiet. |f you care to write others about this or to follow up on
it that [s up to you--it Is not my purpose in writing this letter. {1 just
ask you to give some feedback on when to return to St. John's.

At any rate, | hope to see you personally this summer and talk with you

about this whole situation. If you can give me an answer before too long
it will help me make plans for the summer and after that: back to St. John's

or whatever.

Thank you so much for your patience in reading this terribly long letter.
Please pray for me and for the community. You are In my prayers continually,
of course. | await your reply.

s Christ,

o R St
{Very Rev.) Francisco R. Schulte, 0.5,B.
Sub-Prior

P,
LR O bt R B b
;ﬁ WA

AP e o

fr, Fromedacs
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25 April 1

The Very Reverend Francisco R, Schulte; 0,5.B.
Monasterio Sdn Antonia Abad

ado 729 )

a0, Pueyto Rico 00661 —

Dedr Father Framclsco:

ur Ieng l&  r of 16 ain
out the pr ess of ter
Antonio Abad. You wonder about your h ry
Rico apd reflect out loud your doubts about your pogition in the commumity,
I, too, ra your aac.
Monaste . ps i 11
to Saint John's Abbey this summer. At yo
sort out the 1s ues for yourself and come to some decision sbout whether
ot to con your work ia to o lige the g8
than eno rk in this 3 I wi ork a int ‘s

for awhile in oxder to have timé to dewidé the lseue, you certainly bave
my permission to do so.

Thig certainly has not beén an easy year for you and the ather monks of

San 0. The na istration and the op ition of parents
in have ca ha ty. I suspect that tere ere still far
from being resolved but that some clpar direction i3 now available for you.
1 leidure to ta ut the isdies that have aris
& ry of San d. 1 your long lettér to review a
aleo Prior Jose's appraisal of the sirwation.
c nes fell ael
d i T in} back and 1
] t er a weeks. gé

b r him in your prayers.
The blessings of the Lord be with youl

Fraternally yours;

Abbot Jerome Thefgem, 0.S.B.

J1tlev
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ronasterio san antonio abad / apartado 729 / humacao, puerto rico 00661

1 May 1980

The Right Reverend Jerome Theisen, 0.S.B.
St. John's Abbey’
Collegeville, Minnesota 56321

Dear Abbot Jerome,

Your kind letter of the 25th of April arrived this morning--a most welcome
find in my mailbox. 1 can't tell you how much I appreciate your under-.
standing attitude, though I am not really surprised since you have made a
real effort all along to keep informed on what happens here in Puerto Rico,

While my heart wants to break at the thought of having to leave, I know
very well that all things indicate that the time has come for me--among
others--to return to St, John's in order to get another pérspective on
what is happening recently at Monasterio and Colegio San Antonio Abad. I
honestly do love this Island, this monastery and the people I have known
while here. I think I love them more than any other place or people in
the world. And yet I realize that an honest analysis of my present--and
future--status in this monastic community yields an almost undeniable con-
clusion: that I am pretty well a "non-person" and therefore unable to do
for the mission what I was once able to do so effortlessly and so joyfully.

Therefore, I will gratefully acknowledge your affer and permission to re-
turn to St. John's to "sort out issues” and "come to some decision about
whether or not to continue my work in Puerto Rico." I take this oppor-
tunity to inform you that I should be arriving at St. John's around the
seventeeth of June, having stopped off on the way to see family members,
especially my Grandfather, who is close to death. I imagine I ought to
count on at least a year at St. John's before making decisions of a "per-
manerit" nature. '

1 think I ought to be frank with you, Jerome, and tell you that I am very
much aware that if I should decide to remain at St, John's instead of re-
turning to P.R. in the future, I know that it is coming into the community
at Collegeville "through the back door" since it has always been assumed
by al1 that I would remain in P.R. . If you feel that my presence
at St. John's on a permanent basis would be unwelcome then I would sin-
cerely appreciate you telling me so we could discuss alternatives. I do
not wish to disturb anyone.

A11 are well here, thank God. Is Bro. Bernard doing well at the Abbey?
Please tell the Prior to search out a “permanent" room for me and that Fr.
Rafael Pérez will arrive at the Abbey on June 17th also for the Congress,
returning to P.R. on the 22nd June. He will need a room those days,

So, thank you once more and take care. God bless you!

7;;i4~QJACo S L0t
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Rev. Francisco R. Schulte, 0.5.B.

'

SAINT JOHN’S ABBEY
COLLEGEVILLE, MINNESOTA 56321

28 May 1980
Dear ibbot Jerome,

Please don't be alarmed Ly this paper--I am mot t the Abbey yet but I do
happen to h ve some of this paper left over at home here in North Carolins
since my days of studying t the Abbey couple of ysars ago, I will be a
good monk nd make use of what I have hers, wasting mot. Ha.

As T mentioned sbove in passing I am t my mother's home here im Chapel
N n am
n [ t.
.  } as
Mo works during th  ornings as  school teacher and h r classes are not
over until th first we k of Jun . That means I am at home alone for
good bit of the day and that gives o time to pray nd thinmk and pray

a past sc r. ng

ut ing befo 11

rr en the s od rd
the rs clea s ote, Yes repaired the baclt screen N
whic on its to an earl unless corrected. This 4

suck  joy to do~-mo more de kX ork--amd I hav no doubt that it is all
very therapeutic. Ha, ’

S8ino T hav nentioned the word "therapeutic® I may as well admwi$ to you

that I suspect I will ome mors of the s en T Minnesota.
I must be honest amd t baving to leave o Rie r the cir-
t t baen
’ of Fr.
mach b

needed., Simce nmone of us really wanted te have to leave Puerto Rico but
ince ¥ 11 felt the n od to do so umder th circomsta ces now pr a nt in

the monas omm Humacao, I suspect that tak quite
a bit of ust e to get t squarely plam ath us omce
or .

Perbaps th harde t thing for me right mow 1 th uncertainty of my po-
itiom. The well knows and well loved thimgs s»d peopl of Fu rte Rice
have bs left behimd for am ind fimite period of time~-perhaps forever.

And the futar 1 huge umkmown--a loo img question rk of uncertal ty.
I feel like Abrsham u ¢ have felt whe the Lord ¢ lled him out of hi

ova 1 nd of Ur of the Chalde n and started him on path to paris unkmown.
This 15 a resl t st of my faith nd a re 1 opportumity for to trust in

's e an 114
ol Lit 80
t . I oas
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Abbot Jerom 28 May 1980

page two
Abbot.
fa 1ly. The wera mot sware of
the relationship until the an aside., It
obvious that pushing for the
Prior' nephew, ne asid and he
showed me Where be hiec notebook al mgeids the ma of th
Prior' nephew, "Ta .7 (It is already deocided.) Sur nough,
a few weeks later whenm the Auditors show d up, who was mesting with them
in the Prior's office? the Prior's nephew and also the lady
lauysr, T
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Abbot Jerome 28 May 1980
page three

Since the Semior Coumeil hid rever selected the replacement for N
there was no lepgal reason why the Prior's nephew should have been pre-
sent with outside Auditors and disoussed with them private matters of the
Priory's fimances. It is questionable whether th awye

have been there either. Many people question whe sho iven
the right to enter the monsstic cloister, eat freguently in the momastic
dining room, etc. This has be m rather noticeable and people talk. I
have heard her reforred to as the new "Adminmistradora” of the moma tery
by high placed people ix Humacao and in San Juan.

The other matter is glearly a violation of profe sional thics in the
business world. The Prior, as you may know, sent an unexpected letter
to our auditor of some seven or more years, and
informed him that his services were no longer required. Then he seot

in  tion an aud oth

th  enior Counc Jul

Ca s, Fr.Ju o be o
for years so knows of such matters. Well, :
in fact arrive with no previous ammouncemen

even & mention of their name. It was all very seer tive--I still have
not been told the name mor was the Senlor Coumcil informed of the Awdit
on the Thursday following the first visit of these péople. The proble
that is so serious 1s that omo of the firm's members 1s the brother of
Fr. Jaime. I cannot belleve that correct bisiness procedur th
brother of the Colegio's Primcipal to be imvolved in the Colegio's and
Monasteric’s audit, which wag to have been made by out

people. The iremic part of the Prior's nephew and Jaime's brothor being
involved in this is that Fr, Jaime had stated in the Semior Couneil a
fow Weeks ago (when discussing candidates to replace that it is
terribly unethical to employ in our Col gio awy relatives. FHe wemt onm
to use this axiom as a reason for dis-qualifying one of the three candi-
dates, The other was dis-qualified due te a marriage ontside the Church.’
Father Abbot, this 1s really too mmich to believe but it is only a sample
of what 1s going on.

On Thursday, Fr. Jaime suggested to the Semior Council that since I was
leaving Sam Antonio Abad the office of Sub~Prior ought to be eliminated.
He said such a small house neads no Sub-Prior. No commontes..

A very serious sign of s menta cordition and the
There mnst be some we can salvage thet community
before it 1s too 1 Father. t all go to ruin.

am no expert and please forgive my boldness but I think the time has come
for a canonical visitation to see what the root probl ms are at San Antonic

Abad,

o

et
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Abbot Jerome 28 May 1980
page four .

It does see to me that the ¢ ity in Humacao 1s a potentially positive
asset to the local community or region, but only to the extent that we
retain our credibility in the area. At this moment the Monasterio and
the Colegio are o poorly thought of that our apostolates in the regiom

are in danger of being compromised. After a year like st year,
after th problem first with the teachers d then Fr. in's go-
ing away not understood by moat people who love him so much, after the
th the nd ty of
San A da ® same
teachers a real likelihood, Monasterio Sam Antomio Abad has a terrible
and reputa ~this makes our apostolates all the
difficult s the very psople we are supposed to
serve. .
t be done sconm or 1 too to 8~
Colegio. I should that of

t r alr

¢

]

t 1
pe o I for a fact (-]
ha » the stolic Dele 0, Cardinal
in San Juan and the Bishop. And I suspeat ) ived a note

or two yourself. Tliere are o many people concerned about the situation
at the Monasterio that I can hardly explain it without it sounding 1ike
sheer exaggeration but there is indeed a high lavel of local worry about

San Antonio Abad is the e is lie md
half-truths and jo and c its -
monestic community now has the reputatiom of ac , 80 1-

ist cell or center and parents do not wamt to send their children there
for fear of "indootrination”, and I quote to you what they are saying.

T am writing this all to you in great detail so you can have more inform-
ation to digest before you see me at Retreat and Congress time at the ey.
I arrive there on June 17 in the afternoon. God willing, Fr, Refael z

will Mi s that rroon
Wayza pic and dr us bo 5t. Jo
the evening's talk. So, I will surely hope scuss
1 » pleasge do co this i . k
w o8 Otto-~they are vwhat 1 ga tho'
they have been away since much of this has taken.place.
Father, mo ny t esent to you my honest eval-
uation o e s of t are simply facts--things that
red. of the thing ‘ the
nks a Monasterio a peo
ty ao i o
. sa t s
or sp
° wh =85 se
s or sa f
o M, w5
th gle ve
no 1 to
we nd as s s e t-
u t1 on t
to 5 .
er bro in
re co I
y A ly Bt'E\M\M riss
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3 Jun¢ 1980

The Reverend Francisco Schulte; 0.5,B.
1908 Rolling Road
Chapel Hill, Worth Carolina 27514

Dear Fathey Francisco:

Thank you for your long Letter of 28 May 1980. T appreciaté the assess-

ment of conditions at San Antonlo Abad, Tt is diffieult for me to grasp

the situation, but I have s erstand ed cs of the n
relations. It will take so ¢t for th ics ork theémse

out in 2 way that will be beneficial for the community. I only hope, as

you do, the dynamics will not destroy the community.

When you return to the abbey we can talk at length about your perceptions
of the 1ife at San Antonio Abad, At the present time I am not able to
cffet you & ific assi nt h t Saint John's. But be assured
that we have k work to done that you will not b& idle. Fether

Aloysius has spoken abouit yout return.

Brother Otta Thole returned to the abbey 2 few days ago. He went directly
from Puerto Rico to Moprhead in order to be with his father. Now that his
fa 11 ggain, he to abbey. We expect to

in -vigual depa i ical Press, T am s tha
will gick up & few other assigmments a&s well.

We will see vou at the timé of the Congréss. The blessings of the Lord
be with you! '

Fraternally yours,

Abbot Jarome Thelsen, D.S5.B.

I1/ew
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June 30, 1980

Abbot Jerome Theissen
St, John's Abhey
Collegeville, Minn, 56321

Dear Abbot Theissen:

It was with great sorrow that we learned recently that Father Francisco
was leaving San Antonlio Abad School here in Humacao, Puerto Rico,

His leaving brings to us a double sense of loss,

On one hand, 1t was through him and his Sunday services that we were
given the feeling of being part of the Church in a much more significant
way than just being a spectator at a Sunday event, ’

On the other hand, it was in his capacity as Principal of San Antonio
Abad that Father Francisco gave us the greatest reassurance that our
children were given an excellent well rounded education involving not
only the basic academic subjects, but the other lungredients necessary

in the formation of the proper Christian values and in general a healthy
attitude toward life,

Father Francisco, combining youth with maturity, was able to gain the
respect and at the same time enjoy the comradeship of the students,

We can only hope that his departure will prove to be a temporary ome and
that we will be able to have him at San Antonio once more, We shall
include this in our prayers, .

Lincarelv.
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13, July 1980

Deary

Thank you for your letter of 30 June 1980 and your expression of

1a r Fat gco 8

Ty inue 8 at Sa

a e t It s best cisco
retu ot J £t o i
aggl d n gad & ¢ Tr.
Iti o et re 08s t 11
return to Puerta Rico in the future.
Y shared your letter with Fa ¢ he was ¢ in-
deed by your expresaiom of ¢ i od fn his

The Iord's blesaings be wich yoo in youwr work and ilife!

Sincerely yours,

Abbot Jérome Theisem, 0,S.B.

I1/ey
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ST. JOHN'S ABBEY
COLLEGEVILLE, MINNESOTA 56321

24 October 1981

Abbot Jerome,

As we did Tast school year, Mr. Michael Percu
Summer Camp) and I would like to make a combi
Carribean area--he for the E.S.L. Program and

International Stu ts at the
and 1 wanted to ¢ r it with
The dates for the ip would
in Puerto Rico, 1 the Domi
We would stay wit arents of
regular year-long program during the ¢

involved would be sp1it by our two programs.
trip. to Puerto Rico, I would not’'be visiting

0

26
ic
om
se

(Director of the E.S.L.
recruiting trip to the
self as the Director of

S
it
an
Ca
r
ad

S,
ays

S

As in the case of last year's
the monastery in Humacao.

I'd be glad to discuss this at greater length with you, at your convenience,
if you want. Should you want to see me, please just Tet me know and I'11
get. an appointment with you. I guess there are a couple of things on my
mind anyway that I ought to talk over with you when you have time.

Thanks, _~
Frameinco, 238
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SAINT JOHN’S ABBEY .
COLLEGEVILLE, MINNESOTA 56321
zax 4 December 1980

e/

Dear Pepe,

Greetings to you and all the Brothers at San Antonioc Abad in this Advent season!
I pray that the Lord will bless you all in a special way as you prepare for His
coming.

Yesterday I saw Abbot Jerome in his office to dimcuss our trip to Puerto
Rico to interview potential students for the Prep School's Summer Language Camp.
Fr. Abbot had informed me before he left on his trip to the Bahamas and Puerto
Rico that you had written him expressing some concern about my visit to Puerto
Rico, I asked him tp speak personally with you and find out what your concerns
were.

In our conversation the Abbot gave me a brief summary of the points you had
mentioned to him. If I understand them correctly,they are, first of all, a fear
on your part that I have 'already found an excuse to return to P.R." and that I
am perhaps hoping to return to San Antonio Abad, which you don't think is a good
idea. And secomndly, a possible difficulty for you if I should opt to go to P.R.
without visiting the Monastery in Humacac; the monks might then ask you, '"Why didn't
Francisco visit San Antonic Abad while he was on the Islend?"

These seemed to be
the major points mentioned. The Abbot and I discussed them in depth and I would
like to summarize for you how I feel about your concerns after having discussed
them with Abbot Jerome.

First, your concern that I have "already f an excuse
to return to P.R.'" and that I may then be "noatélgico” for the Is and want
to go back to SAA: Please don't worry about this because I can tell you in all
sincerity that I am not hoping to return to SAA, As I told you in one of my past
letters, I now accept the reality that SAA, as it now is, is not the place for me
at this time or anywhere in the foreseeable future. I miss SAA greatly, of course.
But I have come to understand that SAA‘s present "etapa or stage of development
is one that does not require me being physically present in order to continue to
work and pray for the Community's growth and spiritual maturation. So, this is in
no vway an attempt to return to SAA. I am now resigned to remaining in the United
States for am indefinite period of time, or-.even permanently, trying to discern
the Lord's will for me.

I think that I should also point out that I really do not
need an 'excuse! to visit the Island of Puerto Rico. Remember that I too grew-up

uverto Rico and it has been r many years. Many of my best friends
adopted families, like the in Agwnadille, still live in Puerto Rico

and I surely have no intentions of forgetting them or Puerto Rico as such., I will
always have strong ties to Puerto Rico, whether I am at San Antonio Abad or not.
So, while I understand your concern, Pepe, please try to see that if I return to
Puerto Rico now or in the future it will be in order to visit my friemds or to do
official business for the Prep School here. It is not with the hope of returning
to San Antonio Abad. '

B AN G U T e —
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Prior Joéé'M.lRodrfguez, 0.8.B.
4 December 1980
Page 2

Regarding your concern about the monks at SAA hearing cof my visit to Puerto

Rico and wondering about me not visiting them at the Monastery: I honestly do

not think it would be the problem that you seem to think it might be. I believe

that the monks at SAA are generally aware that certain rersonal tensions existed

when some of us returned to St, John's. They are not really ignorant of the sit-

uation as it was when we left and it has hardly changed all that much in the mean-

timeT Therefore, I don't believe that they would be unduly surprised to hear of

me being briefly in Puerto Rico on business for St. John's Prep School without

stopping by San Antonio Abad.

Fr. Abbot and I agreed that if I should return to
tery or the Humacao area, He also requested that
t the Colegio about my visit, in order to minimize

P.R. I would not visit the
I ask Charbonnier not to sp

pos le co ion a
ng be so reti is t the
t's shes out re fo pos=
et ainta low le er

though, that even if the monks should he of e of

any importance at all, If I thought that it would be, then I would not comnsider
going to Puerto Rico at al1l.

I ing t8 Ab
both i n in oes t I y f
you, P e mo es. ve say
that m t o se ine of dw
for th ’ ben from the Benedictine presence. None of

you are ever forgotten, ther I am there with you as before or far away here in

Minnesota. In so many I am very much with you all.

Up here everyone secems to
be h t Th have been no deaths in the stery since I
arr er ne the ter is just about here. The ther has been
as m of nny S and harsh bitterly cold ones. The lakes are

Right now
Otto is
co es

frogen for about a week now but we have had no major snow to speak of. .
the ground is bare of snow and it locks like late October outside. Bro.
d, sq e d. . Be

7
s d th at ’ s CO tc. her
le i ish & 1 g go nl him
ic e th e te st, .

Pray for
me on because I chosen to celebrate the Midrnight Mass at the Con-
vent o ct's, I eminded of T own t tion and how
i when a few Sister uld come in u ected n Community Mass!
c imagine Midnight s with a few red o

Well, I will close
thi si d on, I 1 to s a: stm reeting to
the ni hi o busy nd e th £ car esn't get
wri 00 ve tten. ds e an s see eke care,
Pep P fo do for . God ss ri at the
cel on 's

In His love,

(Rev.)Francisco R. Schulte, 0,S.B.

cc: Right Rev. Jerome Theisen, C.S.B.
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ST. JOHN'S ABBEY

COLLEGEVILLE, MINNESOTA 56321
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SAINT JOHN’S PREPARATORY SCHOOL
COLLEGEVILLE, MINNESOTA 5632I

TEL, (612)-368-3315

12- January 1983

Dear Abbot Jerome,

I thought that before I came by to make an appointment
to see you I would briefly outline two itéems that I need to
discuss:*'with you.

1)

2)

The Prep School sponsors the yearly trip to Mexico

over Easter——a less expensive alternative to the trip

to Austria over Christmas. With .one for
the year T have been working with Ms. , ‘one
of the Spanish teachers at the Prep School, organizing
this year's tour for March 30-April 8. Since I know the

language and the country from past trips I ke
your permission to direct the tour with Ms. as
assistant.

As you also know fromithe past twonyears, the

Director of the E.S.L. Summer Camp recruits students from
Mexico, Puerto Rico and one or the other Latin American
countries. Instead of making two trips this year to difl-
ferent countries, he would like combine them into one trip
to save money and time. His plan would be to meet me in
Mexico the day the Prep tour ends and we would do our re-
cruiting there,and then fly to Venezuela,and Puerto Rico,
spending perhaps three days in each spot, returning te
Minneésota on April 16 or thereabouts.

Fr. Kieran and I have discussed this and he thinks it
would be okay, given your permission.

I need to get your official permission to be replaced on
the Chaplain Team that serves the Convent of St. Benedict.
I have been on the Team since it was started 2% years ago
and accepted your appointment when the Prep Chaplaincy was
thought to be a "half-time" job. In reality, the Prep job
of Chaplain and also of Director of all International Stu-
dents is more like time-and-a-half, over-extending me and
cutting into ther.already limited ¢ e I have in the Abbey
daily horarium. At our last meeti to plan Mass schedules
for St. Ben's before-Christmas I e lained to Fr. Wilfredy.
the other chaplains and the Sister ow=ordiators that I was
unable to continue. They understood and dropped me from
active duty, though I did have perhaps one Mass a month_to
assist when someone was unable to go. Now I find that the
Team has me assigned again on a weekly basis, and on Satur-
days every week from now through mid-April. This is really
impossible, especially Saturdays, since I have retreats,
Gasthaus and Foreigh Student field trips almost every week-~
end. Can you find a new member of the Team as socn as pos-

(over)

0SB SCHULTE_00241



_ment youw may find.

I'1ll call for an appointment sometime before you leave
for your Southern journey, if that is convenient.

Many thanks to, you,

gmmw/ 0?&
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SAINT JOHN’S. ABBEY
COLLEGEVILLE, MINNESOTA 56321
1

21 January 1983

S. Doris Morphy, 0.S.B. .
Associate Dean for Student Affairs
Saint John's School of Theology
Collegeville, MN 56321

Dear Sister Doris,

Greetings! By means of this letter I am applying for
the Summer Program of the School of Theology and continuing
on for the completion of a Masters Degree in Theology in the.
area of Spirituality.

I have spoken of this with Fr. Allan Bouley, Fr. Subprior
Kieran Nolan and Abbot Jerome, receiving their approval to com-
plete the course work necessary for the M.A. in Spirituality.
As the enclosed official transcript of courses completed will
indigate, I am just a few courses shy of the required work for
the M.A., in Spirituality. Any assistance that you or Sister
Helen can give me regarding what exactly is remaining by way
of grad. papers and number of classes would be greatly appreci-
ated.

This summer I thought I would take two courses--"Spirit-
uality and Mysticism” and "History of Christian Spirituality"”.
Depending on my schedule here next semester (Fall) X might be
able to take one class a semester or even two.

Many thanks for your attention in this matter. It is
exciting to think about studying again!

Sincerely in Christ and_henedict,

/‘7

'f'/\mc.i.oc.o y 05/
(Rev.) Francisco R. Schulte, 0.S.B.

cc:/Abbot Jerome Theisen, 0.S.B.
Very Rev. Kieran Nolan, 0.S.B.
~Rev. Allan Bouley, 0.S.B.
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Offfice of the Bishop

Maxch 17, 1983

Right Reve Jerome Theisen, 0SB
St. John's ey
Collegeville, Minnesota 56321

Dear Father Abbot::

: ' 1 writing to provide you with something in writing
about a ser s of discussions that I have been having for some
time with o of your monks, Father Francisco Schulte. I am
sure you know more about the circumstances of his life that I
do, so I will not recount the obvipus.

her ancis e 1 r in lo g e
opp s t erve o s £ gh 5 e.
He ere d has r s rl s C el
Hil ste live r s d 1i
Sou es, rth C a hich is not very distant,

Actually Francisco otriginally tried to become a candidate for
priesthood in .this diocese but was put off by the former bishop.

a te 1 .to e a serious y at
r ng a ti e - th ¢ lina, I am <y support-
e f co giv r stan of his ori al interest
rv he dt Interest he continues to have
is a tat s ssured me that you are willing
to send hi to the Diocese of Raleigh for a period of years to
allow him discern with greater personal experience whether he

might be ¢ led to minister to the people of eastern North Carolina.

I will not list lots of statistics about this diocese.
We are the least Catholic state of the 50 with 100,000 active
people out of & total population of 5.88 million people. If you
lock at the summary at the end of the entry for Raleigh in the
National Catholic Directory you will see that we are a small
local Church. g .

We have not had grave shortages of clergy until now. At
present we have one parish without a pastor and several of our

are ill could be forced stop working actively almost
time. T especially desi s of getting.priests who have
e ties wi orth Carolina s :e so many of our people (85%)

and our clergy (80%) are from out side the area.

-con't-

300 Cardinal Gibbons Drive, Raleigh, North Carolina 27506 -919 821-0350
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Page 2
March 17, 1983

Right Reverend Jerome Theisen, 0SB

. There are many other things I could mention, Father
Abbot, however, I will conclude with what I have written. If
you need further information, I'll make every effort to provide
it.

We have a series of changes planned for July 7 or 8
of thig year. It is my hope that Father Francisco might be
able to be assigend at that time.

May I repeat my thanks to you, Father Abbot. I pray
that Father Francisco may prove to be a great success in
pastoral ministry here in the South. Please accept my best
wishes.

Sincerely in the Loxd,

FJG/as
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FATHER FRANCISCO SCHULTE, 0,.S.B.

20 April 1983

Dedar Father Francisrce:

Yesterday. the Personnel Committee met to discuss asstienments for next yesr. Tt
was, the opinion of the Personmuel Committee that it would be best for yon o
accept an assigament in the Tlocese of Raleizh this summer. Since you sre pre-
pared to work there during the coming year, 1t wll) be well to test your desire
for employment in this d*ocese at the v‘esenc time. I suspect you will want to
leave by mid-summer,

T wish you- the best in this .néw és:'signmenti

Pratemally,

Abbat Jerome Theisen, 0.S.3.

Jt/ev
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22 April 1983

“The Most Reverend F. Joseph Zossman
200 Cardinal Gibbons Drive.
Raledizh, North Carolina 27406

ar 3ishop Zossman: . . ' K

T am prepared now to respond to your letter of 17 March 198%, I
“gpoke with Father TFrancisco Schulte once azain about his desire

: £o work in the Diccese of Raleizn. ‘lis interest s s>ill strong,
i Por this reason rthe Personnel Commiltee and 1 have decided tha+
it would be gand for Fathér Trancisco fn test this desire a: this
time, :

We would prefer, of course, to have him contiaue ag chaplain of
Zaint John's Preparatory Schacl since he has done a very good job
in this a2seimment, But we realize his Jonz standing interest in
+he Niocese of Raleigh and we think it is best for him to test
thig desire at the present 4ime,

I: seems to me that we could efither petizion Rome for the reculsit
document a: this time so thal in three years Fathex Francisco could
be incardinated into the Diocese of Raleigh or we could wait a year
.and then make the proper petition, I will let you and Father Fran-
ciscn decide which course of action you wish to follow. In any
event it would seem proper that at least in 1984 the petition be
sent ro Rome, 1f we wait 8 year to send in the oetition, I will
sinmply assizn Father Francisco -to the Diocese of Raleigh for one
‘year, s = 0

Thank you for the kindness whirh you have shown Father Francisco;
e has spoken hizhly of you and the diocese, '

T'wish you the joys of thig Easter seasom!
Sincerely,

Abbot Jerome Thelsen, O.S.B.

IT/ew
cc: TFather Francisco Schulte, 0.5.B.
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SAINT JOHN’S ABBEY
COLLEGEVILLE, MINNESOTA g6321

11 'May 1983

Dear Abbot Jerome,

Just an update for you, since yesterday was rather eventful. I saw
Fr. Gordon Tavis and we discussed your suggestions about car and cash. I
am most appreciative to you for the kind offer of a car to take with me and
use for a later trade-in. Fr. Gordon said he will let me know which ones
are available and we will pick out a decent one. He will transfer title
to my name and it will stay on Abbey insurance until I can settle-in in
Raleigh and get insurance there, which the Diocese will pay for. Regard-
ing the cash for t trip down and initial expenses, Fr. Gordon split the
difference between ur suggested range of $500.00 - $1,000 and we decided
on the sum of $750 . It will be very helpful, since I don't have any
money at all.

I also saw Fr. Dan Ward, who told me that he had discussed with you
the canonical options about my status while in North Carolina. Dan in-
dicated to me that you feel comfortable with my going to the Diocese of
Raleigh on abbatial assignment initially, with the understanding that I
will petition the Abbot President of our Federation in November, 1983,
for a three year period of exclaustration. Apparently, the Abbot Presi-
dent will be able to grant that indult once the New Qode of Canon comes
into effect in November. This will put me in the position to be making
a serious decision about incardination in the Diocese of Raleigh by the
Spring or Fall of 1986, getting me off the fence, so to speak. If I am
to be incardinated, Dan says I would best petition for a dispensation
from monastic vows and ipso facto incardination in the Diocese of Raleigh,

This seems best to me, and will avoid having to wait for the five
year experimentation period specified by the New Code before incardination.
Five years seems a long time to drag out a decision. If this is agreeable
to you, perhaps you can write the Bishop and get something in writing on
both our parts before I go down to North Carolina. I guess it is always
best to have the terms spelled out clearly. .

At this point, I think I will be Teaving for Raleigh on June 20,
allowing for three days to drive down and two weeks with my family be-
fore the assignment begins officially on July 7. Prior Julian suggested
that two week period of time, since  diocesan vacation wouldn't happen
for a year.

Once more, I want to tell you how much I appreciate your generosity
in handling this matter of my going to Raleigh. You have been most under-
standing and most patient, for which I am deeply grateful. I'11 see you
later for final details as the need arises. Thank you!

Fraternally,

' .
Fromcwco, 0543
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13 my 1983

The Most Reverend F. Joseph Gosswan
300 Cardinal Gibbone Drive

Raleigh, North Carolima 27606
Dear Bishop Gosbman:

I have consulted with Father Daniel Ward, our canoniat, and

he sty that I place Father Francisco on asei to
the ese of Raleigh until late fall, the time
u law o
gat
t ust
president of the rican 1 e Federa o. The
clsugeration wil for rs, In of 198

can petition Rome for 8 document of incardination into the
Diocese of Raleigh, that £ , if Pather Frenciseo wishes to
Jjoin the ese at that t and 1f you, or your SUCCEBSOY,
wish to h him in the di se. The time of probation in
the diocese will dbe about three and one-half years. I would
wélcome your comwents on this suggestion.

i ¢ inly

Th para

th d of

yo all f
peace,

I wish you the blessings of Pentecost!

Sincerely yours,

Abbot Jerome Theisen, 0.5.B.

JT/ev
ce: Father Franciscp Schulte, 0.5.B.
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SAINT ]OHN'S ABBEY
COLLEGEVILLE, MINNESOTA g6321

31 May 1983

Dear Fr. Gordon,

Please forgiverthls bother, but...
The car that is supposed to carry me some 1, 600 miles to
North Carolina couldn't even make it from St John's to St.
Ben's and back this afternoon when I had my weekly Mass at
the Convent, It simply is not road-worthy and I can‘t see
risking a trip across country in that car.

Damien explained today that .the ®"Add Coolant" light
tended to go on when it wasn't needed, and that as long as
there was water in the coolant resevoair it as okay. He was
able to show me the Situation under the hood and point things
out to me. There was a full resevoir when I left for Mass.
On the way back the "Add Coolant" light went on, I smelled
something burning and the "Temp/Pressure" light alsoowent!:
on,

On opening the hood, there was smoke billowing out,
a totally dry resevoir and a sizzling engine block--all from
a trip to St, Joe!! I added water as directed but there was
no improvement. The green coolant was all over the ground.
I was able to go from the Prep School to the East' lot but
there was so much smoke I pulled-in there instead of going to
the pole barn (new garage). Bro. Damien will find the car
there, if he wants it.

I would reakly like to ask you and the Abbot to reconsider
my buying a decent car up here with the Abbey's help before I
go to North Carolina. This Vega certailnly isn't in any con-
dition to travel, as Fr. Tan has made known: I am in a dif-
ficult situation new, not having any mopey of my own, obviously.
But the thing I would do if I did have some funds available is
to get a new car here and travel with it to N.C. 1Is there no
way that I can convince the committee or whomever to help me
out for the moment while I'm in a bind, between places? I will
pay the Abbey back as I would pay a bank, but I can't affard
to pay the 14% interest the banks in St. Cloud are asking for
car loans, I can't get one without come collateral anyway, and
N.C, can't help until I've been there for awhile.

When you have time, I would like to discuss this with
you. Many thanks.

copy: Abbot Jerome Theéisen
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ST. JOHN'S ABBEY
COLLEGEVILLE, MINNESOTA 66321

31 May 1983

Dear Abbot Jerome,

I would like to ask you to reconsider your suggestion
that I take an Abbey car to North Carolina instead of buying
a new one here in Minnesota with the Abbey's help, to be repaid
from my salary in Raleigh.

As you will see from the copy of my letter to Fr. Gordon
the car I was to have taken is not road-worthy, if the truth
is known. I would appreciate being able to have a chance to
talk with you and Fr. Gordon about this as soon as it is con-
venient for you.

If, in charity, you could see fit to approve Fr. Gordon's
advancing me a loan to get a new car, selected on the speecific
needs of my work in N.C., I would feel less "over a barrel" with
no real options available to me due to my non-existent financial
resources.

Thank you for your consideration of this matter.
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Office of the Bishop

June 2, 1983

Right Reverend Jerome Theisen, 0SB
Office of the Abbot

St. John's Abbey

Collegeville, Minnesota 56321

Dear Father Abbot:

Thank you for your letter concerning the canonical basis on
which Father Francisco Ray Schulte will be coming to the Diocese of
Raleigh.

I have no difficulty with your preference of assigning Father
Schulte until the new Code of Canon Law goes into effect (November 27,
1983) and then requesting exclaustration from the President of the
American Cassinese Federation (which is allowed by the new Code).

Then in June of 1986 -- three years hence —- Father Schulte
can be incardinated, should he and we so desire at that time. If not,
then he would return to your Benedictine Community.

I believe that three years should be a sufficient time for him
to make a determination about incardination or not. Three years should
be enough for me (or my successor).

I am looking forward to Father Schulte's coming., I hope he
finds ministry here a challenging and fulfilling experience. May I
Tepeat my appreciation for your cooperation and willingness in allowing
Father Schulte to discern and determine the future couse of his ministry
and his life. May God bless you and the Collegeville Community.

Fraternally in the Lord,

F
Bishop of Raleigh

FJG/as

cc: Father Francisco Ray Schulte, 0SB

300 Cardinal Gibbons Drive, Raleigh. North Carolina 27606-2198-919 821-0350
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Barred firart Gatledral
15 Nortl MrDowel! Street
Baleinl, Naorth @orplina 27803

23 September 1983

Dear Abbot Jerome,

Since today marks my 3rd month here in North Carolina, I thought I would
send you a "guartsrly status rsport" of my stay in North Carolina. This will
at least advise you of what's happening down hers.

First of all, I am very happy in my assignmemt. It is a good thing to be
able to say that and mean.it. Of course, I'm not claiming that all is peaches
and cream, but I am certainly left with an overasll feeling of peace and content-
ment at the Cathedral parish as such. The parishioners here are very warm and
made me fesl at home with them from my first days in the parish. There really is
a graciousness about the people here that I had almost forgotten since my bayhood
years hers,some 15 years ago. Thomas Wolfe, the famous North Carolina writer,
made famous the guots, "You can't go home again", but somshow it seems that you
really can in many ways. Many things have changsd, some for the good and some
for the bad, perhaps, but it is still a special place to me. I can say with Peter,

"Lord, it is good to be here." ¢

Having said how much I snjoy the perish assignment at Cathedral, I must also
be honest and say that my full time work here in the parish makes almost impossi-
ble any work with the Hispanics. Needless to say, this is an ironic situation,
because I came back primarily to work with the Hispanics. The parish assignment
was initielly meant to be a way for me to.have a "base" from which to operate in
the Raleigh arsa with the Hispanics, who tend to be concentrated around us. I
was not supposed to get deeply imvolved in the parish,in order to leave me fres
to "float" among the migrants, different Hispanic population areas, etc. Howsver,
it is a complete revgrsal of what we had more or less talked about before I cams.

Evaluating the reelity of the present situation, I am surprised to find my-
self calmly able to say, "This is the way it is." I am not frantic or upset at
the mixed-up Hispanic/parish balance of time. That is a thing to be thankful for:
peace or calmness. Maybe it is bscause I enjoy the parish work so much. I really
don't know. But I am not despairing of ths situation and know that when the Bishop
returns in a couple of weeks from his "ad limina" in Rome, I can sit down with him
and have a good. talk about a "readjustment" of my time allotted to ths parish, I
am strangely considering the possibility that maybe they aren't ready for the His-
panic ministry as much as they thought, and tbat's okay. I could certainly be at
peace here in the parish for a couple of years, because I really do love it. I
would hate to give up my dreems sbout Hispanic ministry hers, but I guess I am now
at the point where I could let go if I had to--even of that.

I am not worrying myself about "Will I stay hers or will I returm to St. John's?",
at least, not at this point in time--so sarly. I have no doubt that time and ex-
perience will make that decision almost automatic. You should know that I do miss
St. John's in a lot of ways. Maybe I can appreciate it better from a distance....

My 10 years in monastic life don't sveporate easily, and I miss commen prayer and
good community liturgy guite a2 bit. I .mi&s mamy of the monks and the peace of our
beautiful surroundings, too. I will not miss the winter at sll, though I will
mourn the loss of a Collepgeville Fall. So, many of these things ars in my mind,
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Abbot Jerome
23 Septembsr 1983
page 2

in a general -sense, but I am not "agonizing" over a decision. As I told Prior
Juliah reeently in response to his advice that I not sven consider returning

to St. John's before a full year is out: even if it becomes patently clear to
me thaet ths Hispanic ministry will never become a reality and that I know clear-
1y in my heart that North Carolina will not work out, I would still remain here
for two or three years in order to get a wonderful pastoral experisnce that I
might never receive elsewhere. I am convinced that nothing but good can come
from my time here in North Carolina--uwhsther I stay here or sventually return

to the Abbey.

Abbot Jerome, I hope that you will remember to pray for me in a speciel way
that I can be attentive to God's will in my lifs. Please remember, at the same
time, that I include you personelly and all of the monks at St, John's in my ouwn
daily prayer. IFf you get a chance to write, I.would be happy to hear from you.
At any rets, I will continue to update you periodically on my situationm hers. If
my talk with the Bishep upon his return from Rome should be of any importance,
be sure that I'1l inform you of the conversation.

Give my love to everyons in the Abbey and pleese greet | csreocially.
God bless you!

In Christ's love,

?"n.—nMCA:dw

(Rev.) Raymond G. Schulte, 0.5.B.
Associate Rector
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5 October 1983

The Reverend Francisco Schulte, 0.S.B.
ed thedral
of Il Street .

Raleigh, Rorth Carolina 27603

Dear Father Framcisco:

Thank you for your letters and your greetings on my ast-day! I.
too wish you peace in honor of Saint Francis whose st day we
celebrated yestexday, ¥

This 18 precisely the’ son of the year that you miss Minnesota,
The trees are presenti themselves in a beautiful display of
¢dlors, The sun hag not shown too much {n the last week; this is
unfortunate because the sun usually highlights the color of the
leaves,. None the less, many wisitors are coming to campus to walk
the trails and to emjoy the scenery. . )

By this time you might have heard that the Chapter voted in favor

of independence for the Monmsterio San Antonio Abad., It waa appavent
to everyone that the priory was ready for independence, No one voted
negatively on the issue. We were happy to have Father Julian Simon
in the Chapter House since he was one of the founddng fathers of the
mopsatery, Of course there were msny wore monks in the Chapter House
who had worked at the monastery for longer or shorter periods of time,

Brother Be rdo Lutgen is ak the Umiversity Hospitals this week. He
is having heart examined, specifically his leaky valves, 1 do nat
know a2t this time whether or nor: an operation is feasible. 7The doctor
involved 1s the same one who operated on Brother Arnmold Jirik., Te is

last Sunday & g Father Joseph S tbach arcived st Saint John's
to visit for th or :two, . This is first visit Lo Saint John's
since 1953, He has been working in Japan for over fifry years and he
does not 1like to leave the 1slend., 3He spent some time visiting his
relatives in Germany before coming to $aint John's, .

Fathet Julian Simon hss now returned to Puerto Rico, He stayed at
Seint John's longer than he desired since his doctors wanted to essist
him in various health concerns before his returnm to Puerte Rico, He
i§ happy to veturn to the ialand now that the cold weather has come to
Minnesota once again,

After the promulgation of the new code I will approach Abbot John
Efdenschink and Father Daniel Ward about the document of exclaustration.
I will be in conltact with you sometime within the mext two months about
this matter, You might remember thet the bishop is agreeable to this
schedule,
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‘rhu Reverend Prancilsco Schﬂ_t‘e, 0.S.3.
5 October 1983 :
Page Two

I am happy to learn that you are doing well in your parochial
ministry and that it suits you very well, T wish you blensings
and peace in this mimlstryl . X

3 = : .
Fratermlly yours, -0’

',Vc et

Aﬁbot Jerome Thefsen, 0.5.B..°

JT/ev
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» Sarred Hreart atlyedeal
© 15 North ficOowell Strect
alrvigh, North Garnlutn 27603

21 October 1983

Dear ‘Abbot Jerome,

this Diocese. Ha.
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Abbot Jereme
page 2

Fraternally,

F)\.MCLOCO
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Sacred Heart Gathedral
15 North MirBlowell Strpet
Ralrigh, North @arnling 27603

15 November 1983

Dear Abbot Jerome,

As Thanksgiving dr closer I want to be sure to write
know that T will rememb ou and the monks back at St. John
on Thanksgiving Day. W ve a parish liturgy at 9:00 in th
I will be going home to Mom's in Chapel Hi1l for the afte

u Tet you

in Eucharist
or g and then
on d evening.

The best I can calculate is that it will be the first time I eat a family Thanks-
giving meal in some 15 years. Whew! I doubt we can ‘come close to the Abbey
celebration of Thanksgiving, but I think we will make it family time, as we do
at St. John’s on that day. It always seemed to be one of the nicest, most tran-

quil community days we have at the Abbey. Enjoy it.

1 made the first fire in my sitting room fireplace this past Sunday when
our temperature was in the 30's. My brother-in-Taw from Chapel Hill cuts down
wood as a way to supplement his income and brought over a half cord for the Rec-
tory, which has 3 fireplaces. I am really spoiled to have one in my suite, which
used to be the quarters of the first Bishop of Raleigh some 60 years ago when the
Cathedral Rectory was the Bishop's residence. 1 thought of your office with the
Breuer fireplace. Does it work well now? 1 remember that Bro. Walter was trying

to get the Abbey fireplaces in working order some time back.

It is really nice

to have a fire going while I get some work done on a homily or time for lectio.

Bishop Gossman invited me over to his house last Tuesday, the 8th, and after
supper we spoke for some 3 hours about things pertaining to the Hispanic ministry
and related issues. The pieces continue to fall into place concerning my assign-
ment. We discussed a conversation I had on November 3rd with the Vice Chanceller,
who is about to become the Chancellor of the Diocese shortly and who is-—.a member
of the Personnel Board that interviewed me Tast April here in Raleigh before I
decided to come try the Diocese for 3 years. The Bishop was concerned and a bit
upset by the latest information offered by the Vice Chancellor, because he told
me that the Personnel Board knew I would not be able to work with the Hispanics

when they invited me to do precisely that.

The explanation from the Vice Chancellor is that there was a desperate need
for help at the Cathedral parish since they had just replaced the previous Rector
of 10 years, when they received word from the Bishop of my interest in coming to
the Diocese on a trial period to work with Hispanics. They knew that the work
at Cathedral was full time and they knew there was no possibility of my being
able to work with the Hispanics while at the Cathedral. Nonetheless, they told
me {and those advising me at the Abbey, indirectly) that I would be able to work
primarily with the Hispanics and do work at the Cathedral on the side. This was,
in effect, a lie, and they knew it to be one. The Vice Chancellor told me that
they were desperate and that I was like "a gift dropped from the sky" that they
couldn't afford to lose. 1f they told me the actual situation, I might not come
at all, and they needed me. He says they did hope that the Hispanic ministry
would later on become possible, but they knew it was impossible for now.

As you may imagine, I was angry to hear the truth of the situation. I am
disillusioned to think that the Personnel Board of a Diocese would misrepresent
the facts and lead me to believe that I was coming to do one thing when they knew

OSB SCHULTE 00264



Abbot Jerome
15 November 1983
Page 2

for a fact that I was not going to be able to do the work 1 was promised.
My comment to the Bishop was that he has been poorly served by the Personnel

Qpard that represents him. Luckily, he was not aware of the Board's maneuver-

ing and was quite interestéd in hearing what the Vice Chancellor
He deplores what they did, but is not really able to offer any re
to the present situation since he has no "extra" priests availabl
me at Cathedral, freeing me for full time Hispanic work. So, the
will remain the same for now. :

How do I feel about all of this? Well, on the feast of St. Martin of
Tours I called the Bishop to share with him the famous quote of Martin to his
monks when he was dying, ‘"Lord, if your people s5ti1l need me, I will not draw
back from the work: your will be done." I told the Bishop that if I am needed
by him at the Cathedral, then I will stick it out, even if I never do get to
work with the Hispanics, as I had been led to believe when I was invited down.
He appreciated that and asked for prayers for the Bishops’ meeting in Washing-
ton this week. I don't think I'd Tike to be a Bishop....

So, we have more information to add to the hopper. If you think it good,

please go ahead and request the exclaustration from Abbot John for 3 years and

T will go ahead with this thing in North Carolina to see what develops. I con-
tinue to ask the Lord in prayer to show me His will and T continue to grow more
and more appreciative of my monastic formation and roots, whatever the outcome
of the time I spend here in North Carolina.. My parochial experience is a very -
positive one for me and it is time well spent, I feel sure. The people at the
Cathedral do need me and I am learning much from them, So it is now; the future
will unfold as God sees fit and I am content with that.

The Bishop told me he thought it would be good for me to maintain my con-
tact with St. John's personally, if at all possible. How do you feel about my
June? I would be able to go to the one

to get away in June to Collegeville.
1 together if the Bishops all meet at
rong feelings about my coming for Re-

our suggestions and would appreciate

Thanks for listening to this latest development in my situation down here.
It is a rather important bit of information to have in order to understand just
why things didn't turn out like they were supposed to turn out with the Hispanics.
Please greet the confreres for me and,if they ask,please tell them that I am
actually happy with the parish work, though I ama bit dismayed at Church politics
at this point. 0Oh well, Politics will be with-us until the parousia, no doubt.

God bless you during the Advent season and please pray for me as I do for
you and all the brothers in Collegeville.

Fraternally,

Ve
“Fnanciaco
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27 December 1983

The Reverend Francisco Schulte, 0.S,B.
Sacred Heart Cathedral

15 North McDowell Street

Raleigh, Rorth Carolina 27603

Dear Father Francisco: ;

Enclosed you will find three copies of an indult of exclaustrationm,
You will remember that we waited for the promulgition of the new
code of canon law In order to draw up this indult far your exclaus-
tration, In this way we did notr have to approach Rome.

Please sign all three copiei, l‘:eep one for yourself, and send the
other two back to me., I will send one copy to Bishop Gossman,

You will w&nt to know that we received permiesion from Rome to go
ahead with our plans for the independence of the Monasterio San
Antonio Abad., The Sacred Congregation for Religious and Secular
Institutes granted our petftiom for the independence of the monas-
tery and 8lso for its abbatisl status, The abbatial election will
take place on July 12, 1984, the same time that the monsstery be-
cones independent. Abbot John will most likely preside at the
election of the new abbot,

I am sortry to hesr that you cemmot devote yourself full time to
the Hispanfc mipfetry but ‘T 8am sure that you are gaioing much .-«
experience in the Cathedral parish, I suspect that there are
quite 8 few Hisparics in your area and perbaps you will find time
to attend to some of their needs,

Brother Alcuin Francis returned from his studies and he hag a
glowing report about the semester. I am happy that he has found
bimself in his studies, He mentioned that the two of you meet
from time to time to share experiences.

You way aurely attend our abbey retreat next June, From the in- -
formation we send out you will notice that Father Terrence Kardong

of Assumption Abbey will conduct the retreat. As editor of the

American Benedictine Review, he is i{n contsct with pertiment

articles on monastic life,

I wish you blessings for the New Year!

Fraternally,

Abbot JeromeTheisen, 0.5.B,
JT/ev

OSB SCHULTE_00268



Sarced Hrart Gathedral
13 North 8Bowell Strert
Ralrigh, North Gurplina 27603

Dcsenton’ 29, 1993
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INDULT OF EXCLAUSTRATION FOR Father Francisco Schulte, 0.S.B.

Collegeville, Minnesota, U.S.A.

In accordance with the Code of Canon Law and the request of the above-named
monk, &n indult of exclaustration is granted for a period of
years from the date of acceptance of the indult for the reas

possible incardination into the Diocese of Raleigh

(C.686, Par, 1)

During the period of exclaustration, the monk is considered as dispensed
from those obligations incompatible with his new condition of life except

t the shall remain bound to celibacy and shall be subject to the

ot of t John's'Abbey. He shall keep the Abbot of Saint John's Abbey
informed' of his residence and telephone number, He may wear the monastic
habit 4f he chooses. His right to active and passive voice in the monastic
Chapter 1s suspended,

During the period of exclaustration, the monk shall be responsible for all
his financial obligations and Seint John's Abbey shall not be responsible
for any of his financial obligations whatsoever, (C.639)

At the expiration of this indult, the monk shall be obligated to return to
Saint John's Abbey unless further dispositions have been made,

Granted at Saint John's Abbey,
Collegeville, Minnesota, U.S.A., -
on Necamhar 27 108R%

J 7 VooV I
Consent of the Council of Seniors given at
Saint John's Abbey
Collegeville, Minnesota,
on
0
tary

I, the undersigned monk, hereby accept the Indult of Exclaustration and its

terms,
N\

Z:LGA;oon_Aé;a. ag, /733 o LS;/Zth)tt:—

Date Monk of Saint John's Abbey

Ho notwnaed G e 22 'Ym:] 1956.

Too 2l handnalion
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8 January 1984

R The Most Reverend F. Joseph Gossman
- ¢ Diocese of Raleigh

‘300 Cardinal Gibbons Drive ]
. Raleigh, North Carolina 27606

Dear Bishop Gossman:

Enclosed you will find. the Indult of Exclaustration for
Father Francisce Schulte, a monk of Saint John's Abbey.

I have drawm this up WIth the help of Father Daniel Ward.
our canonist.

The indult is drawn up for a period of three years but
the mutual agreement may be entered upon sooner. If I
recall properly, you and Father Francisco wished to come
+to a decision by June 1986, This indult, however, con-
tinues until the end of 1986. i Co

1 know that Father Frawcisco is finding his work exciting
and challenging. It is my hope that he can come to under-
stand where he should devote his service to the Lord,

"I wish you the blessings of this Hew Year!

Sincerely yours,

Abbot Jerome Thefsen, 0.5.B.

JT/ev
Enclosure
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Vicario para Hispanos
Vicar for Hispanics

Diocese

February 18, 1984

Rt. Rev. Jerome Theisen, 0.5.B.
St. John's Abbey
Collegeville, MN 56321

Dear Abbot Jerome,

I want you to be the first one to get a letter on the new "official™
stationery, since it symbolizes the long awaited appointment of the Diocese's
first Vicar for Hispanics. The reason you should be the first to get a let-
ter from the Vicar is the fact that your support and understanding have made
my appointment possible. Whether or not I remain here after my three years
are up, the Diocese has at last provided for an official pastoral outreach
to its Hispanics. I feel sure that the very establishment of such an out-
reach will make it impractical, if not impossible, to go backwards in the
future. In short, the momentum should now carry this ministry ahead no mat-
ter who the Vicar should be in the future. Thank you for your role in this.

As the Bishop has explained his plans to me, he hopes to replace me
this July as Associate tor at th at ral in order give full

to work with the Hispan around t Di se. Since I the bili 1
priest in the Diocese I 11 be on r most- ofothe e, icar,
territory is.50,000 squ miles--a al rcuit-riding, ssie mini

My days in the hills of erto Rico 11 now serve me well, I guess. The
position of Vicar was chosen quite specifically because it is a pastoral role--
not a desk job. 1In fact, there is no "Office” and there is no office either;

I will work out of my residence at the Cathedral and my car. By the way, I
thank you again for the help with the car loan. s it ever needed now! I am
presently finishing the arrangements with the Credit Union at Collegeville to
issue me a loan in my own name to pay off the loan which is in your name on

my behalf. As far as 1 know, as of February 29, you no longer owe anything

and the loan is paid off by mine. God bless you for your assistance.

Touching on another topic entirely, the Bishop came by the Rectory yes-
terday and took me driving in the country to look at a piece of beautiful
property. He said he had written you about his dream of a Benedictine monas-
tery in the Diocese and mentioned that you wrote back explaining our present
involvement in Japan and the:Bahamas. Perhaps in the not too distant future
we will want to look at "home missions". Who knows? North Carolina is a
place with real potential for a monastic foundation. If I am able to get
home to Collegeville this summer, maybe you and I can talk about this. 1
get very excited thinking about the possibilities.

I'Tl say good-bye for now. The important thing was to inform you of
my appointment as Vicar. It will be published officially in the Diocesan
newspaper this coming Tuesday. Take care and greet all for me. .
framciato

15 North McDowell Street. Raleigh. North Carolina 276031788 - 919 832-6030
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22 March 1964

The Reverend Francisco Schulte, 0.S.B.
Sacred BHeart Cathedral

15 North McDswell Street

Raleigh, North Carolina 27603

Dear Father Francisco:

Thank you for your gre as the Saint
Benedict! I alsc offer gr ngs = ngs on
the day after the feast.

I well
fr P nuch
re ’ had
»l £

Y m know that an al nus of Coleg Antonio
2 d become a pasgke all star in John's

nave met him in your years of iteaching.at the Celegio
§an Antonio Abad. o

ministry.

Thank you for your ¢omments about a Benedictine monastery
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The rend Francisco Schulte, Q.S.EB.
22 M 1984
Page Two

I wigh you a fruitful Lent!

Fraternally yours,

Abbot Jercme Theiegen, 0.8.B.

JT/ev
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Vicario para Hispanos
Vicar for

Diocese aleigh

4 May 1984

Abbot Jerome Theisen, 0.S:B;
S5t. John's/iAbbey
Collegeville, MN 56321

Dear Abbot Jerome,

Happy Eastertide to you! By now Minnesota ought to be in the midst
of its springtime awakening. At least I hope so. When Bro. Otto called
to inform me of Bro. Bernardo's death he mentioned that there was more
snow on the way, which surprised me since we have had our own spring since
late March. It has been particularly beautiful here and I.have rediscovered
the full cycle of the seasons inNorth Carolina for the first time since I
left for High School at Calegio San Antonio Abad some 16 years ago.

I am in the midst of negotiations with the Diocesan Personnel Board
and the Bishop about the time when 1 will be freed from parish obligations.
The request I made for a July release was not possible due to lack of pos-
sible replacements. Latest suggestion from the Board is that I agree teo
remain at the Cathedral unti]l October, at which time one of the Diocese's
three Deacons will be ordained to priesthoed and replace me here. . It is
Just a suggestion, "not fixed in concrete", as they told me. 1 have said
that it would be amenable to me, even though it is not what ‘1 haped for.

A lot of give and take is required here,* as everywhere. I'l1 keep you in-
formed of the developments of this matter.

One thing that concerns me still is whether or not I can make it to
the Abbey for Retreat. The Bishop suggested to me that it would be very
important for me to keep up a contact with the Abbey community at least
during yearly Retreat. He even offered to pay my way. When you replied
to my request about attending and said "Yes" I was very happy and have
been looking forward to getting back to Collegeville. It has become ap-
parent to me, though, that I do not have the funds needed to pay for the
tickets. As you know most of my salary goes each month to pay off the
car loan at the credit union and the rest keeps me going--barely. I do
not have any "egg nest" saved to speak of--less still after paying my
taxes last month. So, I am in a bind.

I"wrote Prior Julian on March 16 to ask if he had any funds avail-
able | or the like) to finance my $400 or so for the
airline tickets. I have still received no answer to my Tetter. I called
a couple of times, hoping to speak with Julian but never connected. 1 did
ask Bro. Otto then to see Julian and remind him of my request for funds.
When Bro. Bernardo died Otto called and said Julian didn't sound very posi-
tive at all about finding money for me. So, here I am.

15 North McDowell &treet. Raleigh, North Carolina 27603-1788 + 919 832-6030
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Abbot Jerome
4 May 1984
page 2

What it really boils down to is that fact that I amnetable to
afford the cost of tickets to Minnesota and back, which means that I
can't attend the Retreat if some help from the Abbgy isn't available.
I.will not ask the Bishop to pay for this since his whole diocese is
surviving only on a hand-to-mouth basis. It doesn't seem fair for me
to ask him to pay for my monastic retreat, even if he does think it is
important for me to attend.

I hope I do not sound like I'm begging. My financial situation
is such that I am able to survive on my own and I have not had to ask
the Abbey for any financial assistance since I got here. That is cer-
tainly as it ought to be. I guess I would hope that in a special situ-
ation like the yearly Retreat the Abbey would offer some help--if it
thinks it important for me to maintain some contact once a year so the
confreres don't think me totally gone and forgotten. There is also
some sort of misconception that the exclaustration was actually a dis-
pensation from monastic vows--that I am now gone for good from St. John's.
0f course, that is not the case, and I would like my confreres to know
that this is specifically a period of familiarizing myself with the
Diocese of Raleigh so I have the information and the experience I need
to make a decision in three years about returning to St. John's or
remaining here.

The point needn't be belabored: if funds are available, T would like
to be at St. John's for the Retreat:; if funds are not available I will not
be able to attend the Retreat and I will ask you to excuse me for not being
there. Should the Abbey be in financial difficulties making it hard for
funds to be scraped together, I understand and do not want to be an undue
burden. Whatever works out, I'm sure, will be fine with me. Thank you.

I'11 close this now and jot off a note to Fr. Oscar Rivera at Humacao
to wish him a happy 6th Anniversary of his priestly ordination. It is so
hard to think that time has gone by so quickly. And, as you may suspect,

it is hard to believe that Bro, Bernardo is gone. I used to work with him
in the Colegio Bookstore when I was a young boy and have loved him like a

father ever since, 1 hear he had a glorious funeral with many family in
attendance. He would've Tiked that.

God bless you, Jerome, and be assured that you and the Abbey are in
my prayer every day. Please greet everyone in my name and a special hello
to N

Fraternally in Christ,

Francisco R. Schulte, 0.S.B.

0SB SCHULTE_00283



9 May 1984

The Reverend Francisco R. Schulte, 0.8. B.
Cathedral of the Sacred Heart

15 North McDowell Street

Raleich, North Carolina 27603-1788

Dear Father Franciscos

Yes, Broth=ar DBernardo had a beattiful funeral service
on the evening of Easter and Monday after Raster.
since he was from the immediate area, wmany relatives
attended the vigil as well as the funerzl mass. Many
Sisters were on hand as well, especially since he had
two sisters in the Convent of Saint Benedict, Father
Julizan Simun happened to be in lianesota at Bastertime
and he remszined to represent the Monasterio San Antenioc
Axad. The Jay was oerfect for a funeral and there was
evident iov in the 1ife of Brother Bernarde.

LS

while I know that your period of exciaustration means

that vou are ancially indesencent, the is
#illing te asg you in your return to Col ile
in Juna for the retreat. At at time may indicate
the extent oi your need and will su assist you.

Tt will bz geed for you to visii with membhers of the
community and to rslate your experiences as vicar for
iigpanics.

Last svening we accepted five candidates for the noviti-
ate program in July. They seem to he very good candi-
dates, sxtremely interested in monastic life and willing
te ¢ive it & good try. They are gquite diverse in
Background and ability.

I suppose vou Kkaow about some new foundation or nouse
that Sister Hary Colling o¢of Saint Scholastica Convent
in Atchison is Zfounding in Raleigh, lorth Carolina. I
do not know the names of the other Sisters whe are
joining her. &he is leaving an excellent job at Catholic
University to try this venture.

I wish you blessings and peace during this Baster
season!

Fraternaliy,

Abbot Jerome Theisen, 0.S.B.
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Vicario para Hispanos
Vicar for Hispanics

Diocese aleigh

15 May 1984

Abbot Jerome Theisen, 0.S.B.
St. Johh's Abbey
Collegeville, MN 56321

Dear Abbot Jerome,

Many thanks to you' for your letter in response to my query about getting
some financial assistance from the Abbey to attend our Retreat in June. I am
very grateful to you for offering to help and will speak with you in June of
any expenses I may need help with. Since I wrote you last I have done some in-
vestigation of other options on this end and have discovered that the diocese
covers the costs of each priest's annual retreat, whether that be diocesan here
or a private retreat elsewhere. This coverage includes Religious working in
the diocese, so I may not have to ask you for any assistanceat all, thank God.
It would embarrass me to have to do so, but I did want to maintain contact at
least on a yearly basis with the Abbey community. Thanks again for the offer..

If you would be so kind, please speak to whichever Guestmaster is in
charge of the Retreat and ask if there would be room for me at the Abbey from
June 3rd in the evening through June 13th, a Wednesday, in the afternoon. I
know the expositi usually stay in the dorms during the Retreat, but I thought
it would be less complicated if I stayed somewhere in the Abbey since my stay
will extend past the Retreat period. It would help not to have to move twice

Could you Took at your appointment calendar and see if you have an hour
or two in the days following Retreat that I could spend with you? 1I'd love
to tell you personally about the work here and talk over with you the situ-
ation. Things are just starting to click and the Tocal Hispanic community
at the Cathedral is organizing an outreach to other comunidades de base in
the diocese in order to share experiences and assis Tormation.
It is an exciting ministry for me and it gets me very thrilled to be able to
help start it here in this diocese. Long range plans for me are another mat-
ter, but I take things much more calmly now and day by day. This is a very
positive experience for me.

I am curious about the foundation of Benedictine Sisters led by Mary
Collins. She was here while I was laid up in bed with the ruptured disk, so
I never did get to speak with her about her plans. It sounds very similar
to the dreams I entertain about such a foundation inthe area for men from
St. John's. The Bishop is still enthusiastic about such a monastery in his
diocese and asks me periodically if I have heard more from you. I explained
to him that we must first see San Antonio Abad independent in July. Any
possibility you will discuss domestic foundations with your Council soon?

I would Tike to speak with you about that also. Maybe Sister Mary would
entertain thoughts of a joint foundation..... Ha.

15 North Il Strect, Raleigh, North Caroline 27603-1788 - 919 832-6030
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Abbot Jerome
15 May 1984
page 2

You may remember that I spoke with you in a past letter about possibly
assisting in this area as a Naval Reserve Chaplain. Having received your
own reply I brought it up with the Bishop and he has no objections to such a
possibility. I have pursued this with other Chaplains that I know from the
area bases 1ike Fort Bragg and Camp Lejeune. It would seem to provide a real
opportunity for me to have better contact and access to the Hispanics in mili-
tary positions throughout our diocese. What I need from you is a letter to
the Military Ordinariate giving your permission for my serving in the Naval
Reserve: If you can send off such a letter as soon as possible it will help
speed up a rather lengthy process. The address to send the letter is:

Most Rev. Joseph Ryan, D.D.

Military Vicar for Catholics in the Armed Services
Military Ordinariate

1011 1st Avenue

New York, N.Y. 10022 Telephone: (212) 355-3457

I suppose any reference to me should use my legal name, Raymond George Schulte.
The other—thing I need is 2 copies of an Ordination Certificate. [ never did
get one in Puerto Rico, so if you could issue one from the Abbey it would be
good. They can both be sent here to me. Pertinent information: I was ordained
on January 19, 1979, in Humacao, Puerto Rico by the Most Rev. Rafael Grovas,
Bishop of the Diocese of Caguas, Puerto Rico.

By now, after all these requests, you and will wonder whether you
want to see me or not! Sorry for the bother. 1 do nope to see you seon, and

will bore you with no more matters until thén. Thank you for all your help.
God bless you.

In His Tove,

4;::»~1c£4<49

(Rev.) Francisco R. Schulte, 0.S.B.

P.S. Arrival in Minnesota on June 3: N
Delta Flight # 300 (from Atlanta)
Arrives MSP 5:20 PM
I1'11 contact Executive Express through Bro. Otto Thole.
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18 May 1984

The Most Reverend Joseph Ryan, D.D.

Military Vicar for Catholic in the Zrmed Services
Military Ordinariate

1011 - 1st Avenue

New York, New York 10022

Dear Bishop Ryan:

FPather Francisco Schulte, 0.5.B., whose legal nane is
Raymond George Schulte, has asked me to write you a
letter giving my permission for him to serve in the
Naval Reserve. Father Francisco is a monk of Saint
John's Abbey and is presently working in the Dioccese
of Raleigh. Actually he is on leave from the abbey;
he is exclaustrated for three vears tc determine whether
or not he should join the Diocese of Raleigh.

Father Prancisco wrote me about his interest in serving
in the Naval Reserve. I am happy to give my permission
for this work. Father Francisco's bishop in the Piocese
of Raleigh has also given his permission, or so Father
Francisco indicates to me in a letter of 15 May 1984.
Thank you for this considerationt

Rlessings and peace in the Lord!

Sincerely yours,

Abbot Jerome Theisen, 0.5.B.

JT/ev
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The Chancery
Di igh

June 22, 1984

Rt. Rev. Jerome Theisen, 0SB
Abbot

St. John's Abbey .
Collegeville, Minnesota 56321

Dear Father Abbot:

Enclosed please find a check from the Dlocese of Raleigh representing
retirement benefits for the priest of your Order, Father Raymond Schulte,
who is working in our diocese.

This year the Retirement Committee voted to unify.the benefits dis-
tributed and to send the same amount to both men and women religlous.

As a. result, the across-the-board benefit of $500 per person was
chosen as being equitable. :

With appreciation té you and to Father Schulte for his service in
the Diocese of Raleigh and with every good wish, I am

enc

300 Cardinal Gibbons Drive, Raleigh. North Carolina 27606-2198-919 821-0350
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25 June 1984

The Reverend Francisco R. Schulte, 0.8.8.°
Cathedral of the Sacred Heart D
15 North McDowell Street

raleigh, Morth Carolina 27603-1788

Desy Father Franciscor

I wrote RBishop Ryan about your desire ¢F ser
4-31
i

Waval Reserve. I dc not know whether we
that issue earlier this month.

¥ou zlso recu=sted the document certif
tion. We do not have thig document ir
vou ware not ordained in MHinnescta. You
reguest khis decument from the bishep of
vou &o request this document from hirm, . 5l
two copies. Please send one copy to my offi

This eveninse I bazin teaching a seminar on The ¥
Saint Banedict in the summer session of ]
Theology. Nine stndents are regigtered £

and I expect a lively discussion with the
course of twelvs sessions of two hours n. I have
never taught 3 seminar on this subject in the past but
I did much reading on the subject when I wdg novicemaster

from 1%78 to 1%78.

B few weeks ago I recelved a letter from Father Rloysiaus
about some property in Japan. Father &Aleysius has
located a good piece of property with seme buildings
on it and it seems that this might be suitable for
more permanent monastic foundation in Japan. - Tomorro
night our Senior Council will discuss this issue.

Qr

3]

5

7

I wish vou a pleasant, peaceful summer!

Fraternally,

Abbot Jerome Theisen, 0.38.3.

JT/ev

0SB SCHULTE_00289



2 July 1584

Tey A. Ingham
ncellor

ons Drive
olina 27606-2198

Dear Father Ingham:

Thank you for letter 22 Jun and the
chkeck in the g of $500! thank sending
U8 this fung the reti nt of Raymond
Schulte,

Thank you for your concern for Father Schultel

1 wish you well in your ministry ang life)

Sincerely yours,

Abbot Jerome Theisen, Q.S8.B.

JT/ev

0SB SCHULTE_00290



Vicario para Hispanos
Vicar for Hispanics

Diocese cigh

2 July 1984

Right Reverend Jerome Theisen, 0.S.B
St. John's Abbey
Collegeville, MN 56321

Dear Abbot Jerome,

Your letter of the 25th of June arrived here the other day and now that our
marathon weekend is over I can answer it. On Friday evening the Bishop came
to celebrate our Parish feastday, the Sacred Heart. Saturday saw us hosting
Trinity Baptist Church for an ecumenical gathering and covered dish supper,
while last night had me hosting some 100 Hispanics from around the Diocese
for a consultation from the grass roots about certain options we have in our
Hispanic ministry. It has been just a bit more hectic this weekend than most.

While we were not able to discuss the letter you wrote to Archbishop Ryan, I
have received a Tetter from his office acknowledging receipt of your letter.
Bishop Gossman has also sent one along stating that he is in agreement and has
no abjections. Tomorrow I have my final interview with a local Baptist minis-
ter who is the leader of the area Chaplain's Reserve unit. I have completed
all other requirements, filled in a mile's worth of papers, had a full physi-
cal (9 hours worth....) and generally completed the requirements. It is pos-
sible that I will be commissioned sometime before September, when I am sched-
uled to return to Guantanamo Bay, Cuba, to celebrate the Patronal Feastday of
Cuba with the exiled families on Base. The Government seems pleased to foot
the bill in order to get a Spanish-speaking priest on Base. They are desper-
ately short--no different than other dioceses or Religious.

I have requested 2 copies of my ordination certificate from the Chancery of
the Diocese of Caguas, Puerto Rico. When I receive them I will forward one
to you for the Abbey files. Curiously enough, none of us ordained there ever
got any document from the Bishop. Neither<Oscar nor Rafael nor myself. It
will be good to have cne for my records.

Please accept my most sincere thanks for the hospitality afforded me at the
Abbey.during our Retreat. I felt genuinely at home and warmly welcomed by
the confreres there. In addition to the spiritual dimension of the time at
St. John's I felt it was a very important time for me to share with the monks
news of my ministry here in Raleigh. Some misconceptions' were corrected, 1
believe, 1n the sense that those who assumed 1 had permanently bolted from
the monastic 1¥fe were told by me personally that that is simply not the case
at all, If anything, 1 feel stronger in my monastic roots than ever before.
To be able to say that is a major and most significant milestone in my search
to know where I belong.

15 North McDowell &treet, Raleigh, North Carolina 27603-1788 - 919 832-6030
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Abbot Jerome
2 July 1984
Page 2

[ am certainly in your debt for allowing me the luxury of this period of
time in Raleigh, away from the Abbey. It really is an important time for
me and my vocation. As I said to you when we spoke at St. John's, this
experience has permitted me to grow in appreciation for ny monastic call,
as well as providing a pastoral experience that is teaching: me more than

I could have dreamed possible. Without trying to predict the future I do
feel safe to say that I doubt very seriously that I would leave the Order,
and would expect to return to St. John's upon the completion of my work
here in Raleigh. - I have no inclination at all to incardinate--another
important discovery to have made. Only being here has made this possible.

In the name of this diocese's Hispanics I want to thank you also for your
generosity in letting me work here. They are so enthusiastic now that an-
official pastoral outreach is being organized. Their gratitude and their
Joy at being cared for are almost overwhelming and I frequently find myself
getting choked-up by their affection. The Lord has chosen a weak instrument
to begin this ministry by choosing me, but I continue to pray daily for His
own guidance and direction. I take seriously Benedict's admonition in the:
Rule: "And first of all, whatever good work you begin to do, beg of Him with
most earnest prayer to perfect it...." There is so much to be done--so many
thousands of Hispanics, so many thousands of miles to cover--that it almost
boggles the mind, but I have learned the lesson of beginning realistically
with small, possible goals and going from there. Little by little is the
motto, and yet, already, things are developing and jelling, thank God.

My prayer is that I will have been able to get the Hispanic ministry suf~
ficiently organized by the time my exclaustration runs out that I can pass
along the mantle to one of the diocesan men and return to St. John's. I
Tong to do that as soon as I can, but am more than willing to stay as long
as it takes to do_the job well. Since there is no longer a guestion in my
mind about wanting to incardinate here, we may want to discuss in the future
an official change in my status as I work in the Diocesé of Raleigh. You
may want to consider an official assignment to the Diocese as opposed to an
exclaustration. That isnot am now, but I did want to indicate
to you that I am not considering incardination a possibility. It changes my
situation somewhat.

Fr. Mike Shugrue, the Rector at the Cathedral parish, will be at St. John's

in mid-July for the 10 day Ecumenical gathering there. He heads the Diocese's
Ecumenical Commission. I hope you will be able to meet him; he is a wonder-
ful person and has been a real gift from God as my “first Pastor". He is a
joy to work with.

Thanks for your time in reading d11 of this. You are always patient with me,
for which I am grateful. Have a great summer and good luck in your classes
on the Rule of Benedict. You should enjoy that academic involvement again.

God bless- you, Jerome.

Fraternally,
Francisco R. Schulte, 0.S.B. -

0SB SCHULTE 00292
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MILITARY VICARIATE
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA
1011 FIRST AVENUE
NEW YORK, NY 10022
Telephons (212) 355-3457

July 17, 1984

Right Reverend Jerome Theisen, O.S.B,
St. John's Abbey '
Collegeville, Minnesota 56321

Right Reverend Abbot:

r on
S he
ed
fu 1 is
sts of ’
in fam

in Christ,

)

Rev. Cunniife
Vice Chancellor, Personnel
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7 August 1984

The Reverend Francisco Schulte, 0.8.B.
Cathedral of the Sacred Heart

15 North McDowell Street

Raleigh, North Carolina 27603-1788

Dear PFather Francisco:

I1 forward to seeing you in Humacao! Blesgings
and ce be with you! .
Fraternally,

Abbot Jerome Theisen, 0.S.B.

JT/ev
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Vicario para Hispanos
Vicar for Hispanics

,4.2 /7, 1984

15 North McDowel Street, Raleigh. Nosth Carolina 27603-1788 - 919 832-6030
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cCoPY
Vicario para Hispanos
Vicar for Hispanics

24 August 1984

The Most Reverend F. Joseph Gossman
Bishop of Raleigh

300 Cardinal Gibbons Drive

Raleigh, NC 27606 . .

Dear Bishop Gossman,

Canon 480 reminds me that an episcopal vicar "must report to the dio-
cesan bishop on the principal matters which are to be treated and which have
been treated". As the summer winds down and the school year begins it seems
like a good time to do so.

The Hispanic ministry has this summer witnessed a flurry of activity.
I have personally been better able to get out on the road and make a number
of 1mportant contacts with Hispanics throughout the Diocese. Communities
already visited include Wilmington, twice, and Wilson, where we began weekly
eucharist in Spanish for the migrants in mid-July. 1 am scheduled to cele-
brate eucharist in Burlington this weekend with that area's Hispanics and be
with them for a fiesta and discussion afterwards. Additional invitations
have been received from the Hispanics at Seymore Johnson AFB for September 7
and from the community of Hispanics in Chapel Hill for September 8,

During the course of the summer eucharist has been celebrated in Spanish
weekly at the Cathedral in Raleigh, at St. Mark's in Wilmington, at St. Al-
phonsus' in Wilson and at Qur Lady of Guadalupe church in Newton Grove. Due
to the kind cooperaticn of Bros. Martin Boone,CFX,and John Mahoney, CFX, we
have been able to coordinate those celebrations which involve migrant workers,
thus providing weekly Spanish eucharist most of the time. I must commend the
heroic generosity of our priests and deacons who have lovingly given of them-
selves for the sake of the Hispanic faithful. In particular I thank Fathers
Joe Cavoto, Mike Clay, Tom Hadden, Hilary Miketinac, Charlie Mulholland and
Deacons Jim Garneau, Tom Tully and Steve Worsley. Without the efforts of
these individuals and the behind-the-scenes volunteers none of this summer's

activities could have happened at all.

While Newton Grove and Wilson do tend to be places associated with a
summer ministry, I am happy to réport that several areas of the Diocese show
signs of being viable, growing year-round Hispanic communities. The Cathedral
parish in the course of a year has seen weekly participation at the Spanish
eucharist and monthly fiesta blossom from 10 or 15 persons to a respectable
attendance approximating 80 to 100 regulars. 1 fully expect this growth to
éontinue, please God. Thanks to the dedicated work of Deacon Jim Garneau, the
Hispanic community meeting at St. Mark's in Wilmington has developed over the
summer months into the fastest jelling Hispanic community in the Diocese. They
regularly have anywhere from 50 to 80 people in attendance at eucharist on a
weekly basis, beautifully incorporating migrants as well as the local resident

15 North McDowell &trect, Releigh, North Caroline 276031788 - 919 832-6030
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Bishop Gossman
Hispanic Report
24 August 1984
Page 2

Hispanics. Th glo members of the parish have cooperated with the His-
panic ministry wonderful ways, volunteering to prepare refreshments after
Masses, provid transportation foy migrants and the 1ike. It is a model
of intra-paroc " cooperation.. .

. Burlington is a community with enormous potential for growth. Already
Hispanic faithful at Blessed Sacrament parish gather monthly for eucharist
and conduct catechetical and.sacramental preparation-~despite limited texts
and resources. Chape) Hill also has a good number of Hispanics, who have
on their own initiative made contact with me and requested eucharist and as-

sistance in community building. .

Additional events of some significance have occurred recently and are
worth noting. The Vicar for Hispanics, newly appointed in March, drew his
first diocesan salary effective on July 1st--the first "official" funding
of the Hispanic ministry on the diocesan level. Inclusion of the Hispanic
ministry in the official diocesan budget and plan should become reality by
the next fiscal year. ' The diocesan Leadership Conference will include His-
panic topics and speakers for the first time, and there is-also interest in
having Hispanic spirituality incorporated into the Advent booklet published
annually by the Office of Religious Education. A1l of this demonstrates a
greater interest and concern on the part of the Diocese for the Hispanic

sisters and brothers in our midst.

Local diocesan activities are being supplemented by limited involvement
in Hispanic affairs on a regional and national level. In April of 1984 Bro-
ther Martin Boone, CFX, and I represented the Hispanic members of the Diocese

meeting in Chicago to plan the Third

heduled for August of 1985 in Wash-

end a sub-regional meeting of Vicars

nah, Atlanta, Charlotte, Raleigh,

15 I have been invited to give the

a Hispanic Association at its annual
conference in Durham. This is a local group which can be an important contact
for our own Hispanic ministry. And in late March, 1985, there is a Regional
Encaunter of Regions IV and V of the NCCB's Office for Hispanic Affairs. I
am excited to report that the Diocese of Raleigh is now participating in His-
panic ministry on national and regional levels.

The present Vicar for Hispanics has adopted the following approach to
the emerging Hispanic ministry in this Diocese.at this time:
locate the more obvious concentrations of Hispanics
make contact with the local Pastor and request his permission to visit
visit local Hispanic community for eucharist, fiesta and discussion
listen to local community's evaluation of their circumstances, needs and wants
encourage continued community gatherings— eucharistic or otherwise -
. identify local lay leaders’ .
promote and train lay leadership; encourage local community's growth

follow-up with subsequent visits, assistance, etc., as explained below.

O NN HWN =
P « s s e s
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Bishop Gossman
Hispanic Report
24 August 1984
Page 3

Following the above mentioned initial steps. long range assi  nce,
planning and objectives are obviously needed both by the Jocal co nities .
and the Diocese as such. I would., at this time, envision the fol ing items.’

istry should:
rant Ministry areas of common concern
f information and consultant in matters
regional and national Tevels
hip among Diocese's Hispanic communities
echetical, sacramental and liturgical °
ma ial n-order to ke recommendations to local Hispanic communities
-resear alt ative prog s available to teach Spanish language,courses or
cl es Hispanic ¢ ure, religious traditions, etc.
-advise sho nd his sta on above mentioned programs in respect to their
. co  rat cost, eff iveness, usefulness, etc. :
-strong lob for a dioc  n prerequisite of basic command of Spanish by
~ all seminarians
-encourage participation of already-ordained priests in special Spanish lang-
" uage courses or classes in Hispanic culture, etc. : ‘
-be willing to provide pastoral coverage for priests attending such courses

aders in need of liturgical resources
ng to prepare adults and children for
he reception of the sacraments
o reach out in charity and a spirit
hed brothers and sisters, taking a
special interest in migrant: farm workers in their area :
-work realistically toavoid creating “parallel church" structures that separ-

s and cultural values in Tocal parish
unity leadership, priesthood/diaconate

ative ministries to those presently
being used
jon more meaningful for Hispanics
Priests' Study Days
n Garneau to partial or full-time
panish and first hand knowledge of
best in- this Diocese; he could be
ent to replace eventually the present
o his own Abbey

With that rather lengthy presentation I believe that one can get some
overall understanding of Hispanic ministry in the Diocese of Raleigh presently
as well as some idea of where it may be heading. At this time there are also

d. For example, - i -
uture diocesan replacment for. the pre-

ry or Vicar for Hispanics offer any
to celebrate Spanish eucharists in
rant workers?
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Bishop Gossman
Hispanic Report
24 August 1984
Page 4

-Would stipends be offered or expected in the case of priests who celebrate
Spanish eucharists for regular, resident Hispanic communities meeting
in a parish setting, e.g., at the Cathedral, in Burlington? Who would -

_ pay such stipends and travel-allowance if they are to be offered? - :
~Should local parishes with Hispanic populations cover the cost of missalettes,
- Spanish ‘songbooks, musicians’ stipends, catechetical materials, etc.?

-In the event of a.priest attending a Spanish language course, who would pay
for that course and related expenses? The Vicar for Hispanics? The
local parish? The Priestly Life and Ministry Committee?

~ These -are merely some of the more obvious questions that have been raised
recently. Since I'am in the process of attempting to formulate a budget for
the first time for the Vicar for Hispanics and the Hispanic ministry it may
appear understandable that the answers tosuch questions have a real b g
on the future development of the Hispanic ministry. Your thoughts on
will be appreciated.

.1 hope that this report will be of some use to you, Bishop. It h

been helpful to.me since it has required me to "crystalize" more than ear
of ministry into a-three and a half page report. In order to do.so I e
had to review with care the year's events and use them to help refine
thoughts on the future of the Diocese's Hispanic ministry. As I said, this
has been a helpful process for me.

It would. be very remiss of me if I didn't take this opportunity to s
thanks to you personally, Joe, for your support in initiating this minist
There is recently more "structural® support on the diocesan level for min ry
to our several thousand Hispanics, but it has really been your personal s
of interest and patronage that have brought us this far. We have a long way
to go, of course, but I feel that this report will demonstrate that we have
come a long way and have accomplished much, thank God.” Despite the many dif-
ficulties we have encountered and even opposition from some individuals or .
facti we are tod about 1,000 % better than we were a year ago. And there
is ev sign of st g, sustained growth, please God. Thank you for Tetting
me be part of thi inistry in North Carolina. I hope that I am able to

serve u and the D ese well.

Fraternally,

et

Reverend Raymond G. Schulte, 0.S.B.
Yicar for Hispanics

0SB SCHULTE 00304



10 September 19584

The Reverend Francisco Schulte, 0.5.B.
Cathedral of the Sacred Heart

15 Noxth McDowell Street

Raleigh, North Carolina 27603-1788

Dear Father Prancieco:

Enclosed are coples of two letters which 1 received
from the Military Vicariate. Other than the name
George, the letters seem to be in order and in conformity
to your request.

1t to an during
the of o ou lighted
in enc t ia . I am

happy that you felt comfortable with visiting the monas-
tery once again and renewing your many acquaintances.

The blessing was carried out in a manner
without a great deal of pomp and circ 1t was
obvious that the 1local people were proud of their
monastery and were willing to support it. It was
obvious too that the monks felt a certaln bond of
friendship and love with the people in the immediate
area. It is my hope that this bond can continue into
the future and even be strengthened.

Tha for t ter an!
It es a of the
His I su be

very valuable for the Hispanic ministry and for the
future of this ministry in the diocese.

I wish you blessings and peace in your ministry!

Fraternally,

Abbot Jerome Theisen, ©.S.B.

JT/ev
Enclosures
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FORMA 1ON FOR P SONNEL FILE

NAME Father Francisco (Raymond) Schylte, 0.5.B. Present Date 21 Sept. 1984

PRESENT work asslgnment (s)

-Vicar for Hispanics, Diocese of Raleigh, North Carolina
. [
-Associate Rector, Sacred Heart Cathedral, Raleigh, North Carolina

PAST work asslignment (s) (General Data)
-Ch  ain, Ca nal Gibbons Sch eigh, N h Carolina
-Ch  ain, St ohn's Prepa Sc 1, llegevi , Minnesota
~-Ch ain, St enedict's C s S Jo  h, Minn ta
, -Di  tor of  ernational 0ss 1t 1 Stude , St. John's Pre-
t S 1, Col vil Minn
~Chap1 J s Engl as econd age Summer Program, Co11egevi11e MN
-Co-dj ) e ntial ram - St.’ E.S.L. Summer Program, Co]]egev111e, MN
-Sub-p v a jo San oni  bad, 0, Puerto Rico>

umacao, Puerto Rico
Antonio Ab Humac Puerto Rico
San Antoni  bad,’H cao, Puerto Rico
Colegio Sa  ntonio  ad, Humacao, P.R.
ao, Puerto v}
Humacao, Puerto Rico
to St. John s Abbey in June of 1986 or
possibly as early as June of 1985:

“Work in the Preparatory School, preferably in Chaplain's Office or Campus
Ministry .
-Work in some area of monastic formation in the Abbey

-Possibly interested in undergraduate Theology teaching ass1gnment in the
University after completion of M.A. in Spirituality

-Any other assignment related to area of Spirituality, Prayer, Ecumenical work
-NOT interested in parish assignment outside Abbey
-Would certainly consider assisting local Collegeville parish and University

Campus Ministry

return by 11-1-84%
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9 Octobexr 1984

The Reverend Franciscoc Schulte, 0.5.B.
Cathedral of the Sacred Heart

15 North MecDowell Street

Raleigh, North Carolina 27603

Deaxr Tather Prancisco:

Thank for your note September 14 the picturs!
1 sho it to Father B and his ini comment was
that d d. I e lained to
him t ai nt the g nasium on
the & Ab e, 1w not able
to indic to where t will be cad. ¥
believe mo of the 0 San An ic Abad

were 10t decided on its placement.

I enjoyad the Congress of Abbots that I attended last
montit. The weather was rather rainy and cold but Rome

n. < Chris 10(;,',5
1 the  pers
jou 5 s and ears

to come, You miglhit know that Abbot Primate Victor
canmertz was re-electad for another faur-year terr.
It was really no “ontest; he wanted the offfice and
everyone thought he had done an axcellent job since

3977,

Hext week we will hear a conference by Father Adalbezt
ds Vogue, a nonk of Pierre-Que~Vire. He lives near
thhe monastery and pursues the life of a hermit. But
he does come cut from time to time to give lectures or
to teach in Rome.

I wish you a pleasant fall!

Blessings and peace in the Lord!

Fraternally yours,

2bbot Jerome Theilsen, 02.S.B.

J7/ev
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Vicario para Hispanos
Vicar for Hispanics

aleigh

10 October 1984

Abbot- Jerome Theisen, 0.S.B
St. John's Abbey
Collegeville, MN 56321

Dear Abbot Jerome, -

Good news from Raleigh! On November 2, 1984 a Jesuit priest from Woodstock,
Maryland, is being assigned to the Cathedral parish to replace me as Associate
Rector. This will now give:me "full time" to work with the blossoming Hispanic
ministry here in the Diocese. I am touched by the Bishop assigning the Jesuit
to the Cathedral because there have recently been a number of vacancies here in
the Diocese caused by transfers, resignations and the Tike. Instead of assigning
the Jesuit to one of these vacant parishes the Bishop has, instead, relieved me
from my parish obligations. It is a wonderful gesture of support on his part. I
am truly honored and pleased. I believe the Bishop is happy with what we have
been able to accomplish so far, : ’

This will necessitate a change of residence for me since the capacity at the
Cathedral is four persons and I would be the fifth. When I find out where I will
be able toiTive I'11 send you the new address and phone number. My office will be
in the Cathedral rectory still, so you may continue to write me at this address.
In the event they eventually assign me space in the Catholic Center I'11 Tet you
know. .

At this po 1 very happy with the way things are developing with the
Hispanic minist he 1in Raleigh. It is even possible that things will be well
enough establis t ermit me to turn it over to a diocesan priest in June of
1985. However, m also be better for me to stay until June of 1986 in order
to make sure things are truly stable and ready for my successor. I find myself
wanting,  on one hand, to return to a monastic surrounding soon, while on the other
hand T would like to feel sure that what I:''leave behind here is established as
well as I can possibly do. As things unfold I'm sure it will become more apparent
to us. I feel no urgency one way or the other, so I will continue to inform you
of the situation and ask your advice.

I'm sorry to bother you again with paperwork but I need you to send another
letter to the Military Vicariate. Would you please send something 1like a copy
of your previous letter of permission to seek a commission as a chaplain in the
Naval Reserve, this time indicating permission to seek a commission as a chaplain

The Navy paperwork is complete but stalled,and in
Force (also here in the Diocese and with Hispanics)
from you specifically for the Air Force or else the
ue ecclesiastical endorsement. Apparently each of
the Branches is a separate entity. If this doesn't work I'11 give up! Thank
‘you, and for doing this at your earliest convenience.

Will close this with my prayers and best wishes. Greet everyone for me,
and assure them of my constant prayers. You are all missed much, el

15 Notth McDowel étreet, Raleigh, North Carolina 27603-1788 - 919 832-6030
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It is & plan for

con-
a Viecar
for a
450. .
from Gog,
Father Sacrament
there  Charch hy by Pam Smith) To ignore the wmany dimensions of
a 8 lity, he said, risks
a ]
F
Hispanics are f the
mwany are nn- the
with local residents. cordingly for the year ahead: coordinate
celebrates the of common concerns with diocesan
Eucharist in Spanish weeldy at Sacred . by migrant ministers; serve as a resource
Heart Cathedral. Spanish liturgies also nto for the bishop, staff, and parishes;
celebrated at Our Lady of e ly enco ticipa of alre
dalupe in Newton ' Grove, St. g n, The Hispanic pastoral could serveasa  orda pr s in guel clas
Alphonsus in Wilson, and St. Mark in el Lo follaw, te said try
Wilmington. Blessed Sacrament Church In North Carolina, much of the to the HMis you n on,
in Burlington combines the Eucharistic H ati yourself and tell us your needs-so that
celebration with parish fiestas. ' m e's rch we can appropriately
Father Schulte is quick to point out G nt "

Father Schuite is in residence at Sacred

that such burgeoning ministries don't o exploré. The pastoral, then, is not a finished  Heart Cathedral in Raleigh.
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15 October 1984

The. Most Reverend Joseph Ryan, D.D. .
Military Vicar for Catholic in the Armed Services
Military Ordinariate

1011 - 1st nue

Wew York, vork 140022

pear Bishop Ryan:

[GEOR SIS R

ocese of
beyr he 1
atier Or

Father Francisce wrote me about ais interest in sexving
in air Forca . 1 am happy to give ny
pex ion f£pr this .

“henk-vou for tnis considerationt!

Blesaings zndé peaca in the Tord!

singerely yours,

Abbot Jereme Theisen, 0.5.8.

aT/ev
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SACRED HEART CATHEDRAL
15 NORTH MCPDOWELL STREET

RALEIGH, N. C. 27d03 70 - 15— JH‘L
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7 January 1985

e
cr

N
le

s Schulte, 0.5.8.
r

t t

1 27603

Dear Pather PFrancisco:

I am looking

ye We
pr ng
a ho

Your recent
ministry is

d feast of Epiphany (yester—~
the number of monks in the
pursuing special
one to Jerusalem,
ons, still others

Chapter gather-

roperty Fujimi,

ght up {ficant

se, Some the

s it is o of

forward to Pastoral this
Father Da en on

e

ne indicate th-t your Hispanic
I am happy for this and wish

you continued courage and success.

Blessings and peace for the New Year!

Fraternally,

Abbot Jerpme Theisen, 05.58.B.

JT/ev
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Franciseo Ravmoncl Schulte, 0.SB.

19 Manch 1985
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25 March 1985

The Reverend Francisco 8chults, G.S.B.
844-F Athens Drive
Raleigh, :North Carolina 27606

Dear Father Francisco:

Thank you for the greetings you gent for the feast day
of Saint Bemnedictl We celebrated the day in grand
style beginning with solemn vespers on March 206.
Brother Joshua again this year designed a kind of path
of lights 1leading from the altar into the balcony of

om of
of t.
pa ck

by the symbolism.

Last Friday Father Godfrey was sharing some candy that
he received from the Benedictine Sisters in HNorth
Carolina. Father Godfrey collected various theological
books, particularly £from his room, and sent them to
Holy Wisdom Monastery. Given the intellectual tenor
of the convent I am sure they will be used.

1 suspect that Bishop Gossman will pay me a visit in
June when the bishops meet on this campus. He has
requested once again that Saint John's Abbey found a
monastery in the Diocese of Raleigh. T wrote him on a
prev our m y efforts.
it s te 1 available
in great numbers for this kind of wilssionary outreach,
but I will continue to reflect on the matter and seek
counsel when necessary. Thank .you for the list of
nanes as suggested founders of the monastery!

I am sending a note to Prior Julian and Brother Sean
about your intention to be at Saint John's from May 30
te June 17. I hope they assign you a room in the
monastery for this period of time.

you asked about the ending of the period of exclaus-
tration. I think it would be easier te let the document
run out on ite own at the end of the period which is
listed in the petition. However, I will coasult with

OSB SCHULTE 00322



The Reverend Francisco Schuite, 0.S.B.
25 March 1963
Page Two

Father Danieli Ward about this matter. When you vigit
in June we can consider the issue onhce again. I
appreciate your desire to vote in Chapter, even though
I do not know at this time what items will be on the
agenda during the time you are at Saint John’s.

The confreres are collecting maple sap again this year.
It is too early to predict the vield, but I doubt that
we will reach 372 gallons as we did three years aqo.
I enjoy the exercise of collecting sap. |

1 wish vou a joyful Faster!

Fraternally,

Abbot Jerome Theisen, 0.5.8,

JT/ev
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E Describe the indjvidual's

S 3. CEPY FoR ABBOT IERCME

job performance, specifically incorporating such

pertinent points as listed below:

Developing people Initiative

Planning & Organization Objectivity

Delegating : Creativity

Relating to others Tenacity

Communicating Decision-making

Zz;aAAﬁl b
2l @
&

fobes Ne

Signatures:
Individual reviewed

Reviewer:

Current Salary:

New Salary:

Date:

Date: 3’/2 3//35-

Proposed Increase:

7/1/84
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Francisco Ra'ymoncl Scl\u]te, 0.S.B.

9 April 1985

Dear Abbot Jerome,

1 hope that this Tetter finds you and everyone else at the
Abbey in good health and spirits this Easter Week. The news of
Father Patrick's cancer was a real shock to me and I have him in
my prayers. I had no idea he was i11. Maybe when a monk 1s away
from the Abbey all the deaths hit harder, due to the surprise ele-
m , but this year has been a shocker for me. Prior Julian says
t since Bernardo died Tast April there have been 11 deaths. It
i ard to believe. When I go through the Ordo and note those who
h died, have left or who are planning on leaving soon it really
is amazing.

Thanks so much for ygur last letter, in reply to my own. It
will be fine with me if you think it best to let the exclaustration
run out on its own, There was no urgency about voting, but since it
was previously mentioned as a possibility for this June, I thought
I would bring it up in order to clarify the situation. The present:
arrangements are fine with:me until I return to St. John's.

Enclosed, please find a photo-copy of Bishop Gossman's official
evaluation of my work as Vicar for Hispanics. Each year he sits down
for a verbal and written evaluation of all members of the Bishop's
Staff. The form I 'send you is a copy of the one he presented me, I
was highly honored at his$ positive review and am gratified by his
growing support of our Hispanic ministry. T will also send you a
copy of an article from the Diccesan newspaper about our recent pas-
toral visit to the Diocese's mission in Mexico. It made a real im-
pression on the Bishop and confirmed his interest in issues Hispanic.

One of the jssues we discussed at our meeting was my need for
assistance, soon, in the area of Spanish-language religious education
and training of lay leaders/ministers, [ have been doing this my-
self so far, but I am physically Yimited due toithe wide-spread geo-
graphical reaches of oup. Diocese (31,000 sq. miles). Bishop Gossman
said 1 should start searching for a Sister or layperson to begin .
such an aspect, full time, in our Kispanic ministry. He also said
we need to look for a successor for me who can take over when I re-
turn to Collegeville (unless St. John's has made a new foundation in
the Diocese by tpen!). He Was very, very supportivevof my work and
he seems genuinefp]eased by what we have accomplished in a short time.

Which causes me to take this time to thank you once more, Abbot
Jerome, for your kindness in permitting me to take on this work. Not
only has this time enabled me, personally, to understand better my
commitment to monastic 1ife, it has also contributed enormously to
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the continued growth of this missionary diocese. Thére was no one
able to undertake the establishment of a Hispanic ministry. here; it
would have been put. on "hold" for a number of years if you and the
Personnel Committee at the Abbey had't allowed me to return to NC.

I realize that my returning here was a personal move, but I really
do feel proud to "represent" the Benedictines from 5t. John's in
this Diocesan ministry to a group generally abandoned béfore. While
I have no Abbatial mandate to represent the Abbey, in all that I'm
doing fiere I am attempting to explain my presence aid my ministry
as.a gn of th bbey's concern. Now that I know I plan on re-
main a monk St. John's I consider your generous permission for
me t emain he still a sign that such concern and interest is a
real . Thank u for letting me stay umtil I can hand this over
in good condition, well established, to my succe r.- I hope I can
do so my the summer of] 1986, a date that seems v acceptable to
Bishop Gossman, though he is kind enough to tell that he will be
sad when/if I have to leave Raleigh.

Our weather here is lovely this time of year, with all the
profusion of fl ring trees, shrubs and flowers out in all their
glory. Tempera es are generally in the 70's or 80's, though the
nights lately h gone down to Tow 30's. Easter was wonderful and
I can admit tha he highlight for me was the emotion of proclaiming
the Exultet in the Cathedrat for the Vigil Mass. I haven't done so
since | was a Deacon, some 7 years ago. It still strikes me as the
most moving of all ns and 1s capable of raising the hair on the;
back of my neck in er awe. It has been a real pleasure to be ex-
posed to the full g t of Cathedral liturgies during Holy Week dur-
ing these past two rs; a Cathedral really is most alive then.

Thanks for .passing along the dates of my visit for retreat.
1 really look forward to coming home and spending:time with my’
brothers. It will be good to talk with you, Jerome, Biishop Goss-
man‘will enjoy seeing you, too. God bless you and thé confreres
during this Easter seascn. Please pray for me.

Fondly,
FWCQ
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Office of the Bishop

Diocese

April 16, 1985

Right Reverend Jerome Theisen, 0SB
Abbot

St, John's Abbey

Collegeville, Minnesota 56321

Dear Abbot Jerome:

Thank you for your letter of response to me dated 25 March
1985 concerning the possibility of a foundation in the Diocese of
Raleigh. I.am well aware of the personmel strictures and all the facets
to a request such as the one I made

I would be most willing to speak with you during the NCCB
meeting to be held at Collegeville from June 14 through June 18. It is
my understanding that Father Francisco Schulte expects to be at the
Monastery for the first half of our time there. Would there be any
point in our having a three-way conversation about a future foundation?
Or is 1t too premature? I will abide by your decision in this matter.

Thank you for whatever congideration you can give to this
request. Thank you also for permitting Ray Schulte to be with us and to
begin ministry to our Hispanic people.

I hope Holy Week and Easter were rejuvenating for you and the

Brethern.
Sincerely in the lord,
F
Bishop of Raleigh
FIG/as

300 Cardinal Gibbons Drive, Raleigh, North Carolina 27606-2198 919/821-9702
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Francisco Raymond Schulte. 0.S3B.

9 May 1985
Dear Abbot Jerome,
I hope you'll forgive me, but this is an out and out "begging

letter", related to the Hispanic ministry here in the Diocese of
Raleigh.

and travel. What I need at this time is another person to dir-

ect a program ng c r n
each of these un , t
zation and rel uc er
able to instru ch o r

and fathéer for their child's baptism, etc.

I have located a Dominican Sister from Ecuador with 30 years
experience in religious education as Headmistress, Principal and
teacher, as well as pastoral work recently in Los Angeles. She
studied English at Cambridge, England and has 2 Master's degrees
and a Doctorate. Her community in Fcuador has sent along docu-
ments authorizing her possible min ry here in N.C, for an initial
two year period. The Bishop is op to this possibility but has
realistically reminded me that the is no budgetary provision in
my 1985-1986 Budget (starts July 1  985) for another salary. He
did say that if I could cut corners, rearrange my own costs, etc.,
Sister may be able to stay.

So, I am desperately looking at s to juggle things in the
budget in order to make possible enou  funds for Sister's sti-
pend. One of the local Convents is g g to try to provide her
room and board at a nominal cost. I going to try to use less

As of June I will have paid off one half of the car loan to
the Collegeville Credit Union on my own. . Since the car is going Lo
belong to the Abbey shartly, and as an act of charity to this
niseionary Diocese's Hispanic ministry, would it be poseible for
the Abbey to pick up the other half of the loan starting in
July, as well as insurence costs? If so, it would make it possi-
ble for-me to give Sister the $208.33/month that comes out of my
salary for car payments, as well as the $252/6 months for insur-
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ance. With that money she could maintain her own car, which would
be absolutely essential for her ministry, for she, too, would be a
circuit rider like me.

It isn't easy for me to "beg" for money, but because this
is a good cause, beneficial to the Hispanics of this missionary
diocese, I make bold to beg. The other factor that emboldens me
is that the Abbey is not really losing any money, since it will
keep the car in the end and will get it for under half price. Such
a deal! Ha,

If you can give me some general indication of such a possi-
bility happening before I leave for Collegeville on May 30, then
I would lave something to report to the Bishop and to Sister.

We can talk details in Collegeville, should it be possible.

Things are chaotic here—-to put it mildly--and I long for
the relative peace of St. John's for -our Retreat. That should
permit me to return to the Migrant season with more physical ener-
gy and spiritual resurves. My work normally triples during the
summer with the arrival of some 20,000 additional Hispanic mi-
grants from Florida and Texas. So, please do pray for me.

Looking forward to seeing you soon at home, I ask your
blessings and your prayer. I assure you of my own for you and
the brothers in Collegeville,

Fraternally,

P
FAanerdd =
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The Reverend Francisco 8Schulte, 0.5.B.

Dear Father Francisco:

I consulted with Father Gordon Tavis about your request

to ha he ta th ents for
your ic at together
with i e amo $4,500.

since the car will return to the abbey fleet after vou
vaturn to Saint John's, it seems appropriate to grant
your reguest.

Father Gordon indicated that it might be well to pay
off the loan in one lump sum and also to put the car
on our own insurance policy. I will give him a copy
of this letter to remind him to do this.

I am sure the bishop is happy with your Hispanic ministry;

his e io nly 1 ary.
] am t yo e s as

wall e to ican
gister that you have in mind. )

Yest the team of archltects was c to hold
the meeting with the Master n ttes as
well our communi . We have
begu eed for mast planning,
but o come up wi both data
and is should be n exciting
and as we dialo e together
gbout our place and our future.

When you rin at the of this month, we gan talk
further a your work your life.

Blessings and peace in the Lord!

¥raternally,

Abbot Jerome Theisen, 0.S.B

JT/ev
cc: Father Gordon Tavis, 0.S5.B.
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15 July 1985

the Reverend Francisco Schulte, 0.5,.B.
pear Father Francisco:
M: . ¢]
:-J.
at <
2he mnext morninz I would drive to Moncks Corners,
South Carclina, whare #opkin Abbesy is 1OV”LLG
WO €t ow n aof
rist id deas
cut is the
Diocese
I hope 30 B muc i the
communi . 3 s ask bot
Thomes g : ne. i on
that proiest zight now.
I Hope your summer i1s pleasant!

B

legsings and pzace in the Lord!i

Fraternally,
Abbot Jerome Theisen, 0.8.B.

JT/ev
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Francisco Rnymoncl Scl'\ulte, OSB.

18 July 1985

Dear Abbot Jerome,
What a nice surprise it was to go to the mailbox yesterday
and find your letter waiting for me there! But it was an even

nicer surprise to get the news that you'll be able to visit me
here in North Cardlina.

It sounds like you, too, are aware of the internal diffi-
culties that the new Benedictine foundation at Wake Forest is

here in August, please God.

Virginia, area.

God willing, I'1l hope to sée you here soon. FPlease send
travel details when you can so I can write you back with directions.

God bless you, Jerome, fiazzluaxﬂ; .
7 ? iE?,u+~<x,4cap
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23 July 1985

Trna Reverend Fransisceo Sehmita. 0.35.B.

s

onae

ariwd

could tel

am *

Ty o ree =
PR VIR

am

rraternally yours,

Abbot Jercme Theisen, 0.3.B.

JT/ev
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Francisco Raymona Scl’mlte, 0.SB.

Zb July 198D
Dear Abbot Jerome,

It was good to recelve your reply to my letter with your "new"
schedule for your visit with me in August. The times and days that
you have suggested will be excellent, If you are open to our having
Sunday evening and most of Monday together to visit and sightsee, I
would like to have a simple reception in my home early Monday evening
in your honor. There are a few people who have been extremely kind
to me during my stay here and who have heard me speak of you often.
It would give them a chance to meetyou and it would give us a chance
to thank them for their kindmess' to me and, indirectly, the Benedictines.
I would limit the number of people to 312 or so, and the time from
7:00 to 9:00 in order to get you the rest you'll need for your drive on
Tuesday.

You mention that you'll be driving through Durham, which is a
good place to go through since it is on the "correct" side of Raleigh in
relation to my home. I assume that you are coming into Durham on
I-85. If so, when you get to Durham on I-85 you simply take I-40 in
an easterly direction toward Raleigh, which is not far away at all, Be
sure to stay on I-40 when you get clese to Raleigh; do NOT take the
exit for Downtown Raleigh, You will want to follow the road signs that
route you to Wake Forest via US 1 North and 64 East. To do this, fol-

the signs for Forest, crossing over US 1/64 and exiting to the

t in a circle, puts you on US 1 North and 64 East, which is
called the Beltline and circles all of Raleigh. Take the first exit to
the right--Franklin Road. At the top of the ramp turn left on to
Franklin Road (also called Jones Franklin Road) and take it about 3/4
of a mile to a little grocery store called Jack Daniels, Turn right at
t store on to Dr (st and my hom just down the
s et maybe 7 on 1t, er 844, apar t F. You
will see our 6 new units down in a little hollow. F is the last one in
the row, farthest away from the road. Welcome!

No, doubt this is confusing to you, so I am enclosing a map that
I hope will make clearer what I have explained. My Mass is at 5:30
and I ought to be home by 7:00 at the latest., Please come when you
are able to do so, and 1 will leave a key under the frant door mat in
case you arrive while I'm out, You can make yourself at home and
I can have something ready to pop in the oven or we can eat out,
whichever you prefer. My culinary talents are limited: but adequate.

I sure am looking forward to seeing you, Jerome, I think it will
be my first chance to spend some time with you on an "informal" basis
except for our times overlapping in Puerto Rico. Thank you for honor-
ing me with thi{s visit. See you soon, please God, Have a safe trip.

Fraternally,

-~ .
+/14MJ <o
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5 Beptember 1585

The Reverend Francisco Schulte. 0,5.B.

Dear Father Francisco:

Thank you for the excellent hospitality that you offered
me on my visit to Raleigh! You surely have & beautiful
place to live and a wonderful place to eptertain guests.
I also enjoyed visiting the many people who are involved
in your life and ministry, especially your mother. It
was a pleasant evening that we had with her and your
friends,

I wish I had had more time te visit in the Virginia,
Morth Carolina, and Scuth Carolina area, but at lezast
I wvisited long enough to get an impression of the
South. I particularly enjoyed visiting my first Trappist
monastery in this country. ¥epkin Abbey is not large,
about twenty-five monks, but it provided a real contrast
with 1ife at Saint John's Abbey. There were many

similari between Mepkin Abbey John's Abbey,
but many erences as well. We more oriented
toward a pastoral, educational, and intellectual life.
Life in is much simpler and toheir prayer
sexvi 1o 1 particularly liKed their vigil

service even if it was &t 3:30 in the morning! They
have a very simple and prayerful service done to the
accompaniment of guitar.

Yesterday Father nad for cancer
of the colon. I talked to last night and
he gave me a report about the surgery. The surgeon
spoke of & surgical cuyre, but they still need to examine
some lymplhh nodes to see whether there was any spread
of the cancer. This report is not due until tomorrow.
Please remember in your prayers, -

The high school has an enrollment of about 285. At
the last minute some eight or nine students came from
the high school in Canon City, Cclorado, where the
abbey had to decide at the last minute to close¢ the
school. We see many new faces on campus these days
with the beginning of the university yesterday and the
presence of the prep school students who arrived over
a week ago.

I wish you pleasant fall! Blessings and peace in
the Lordl

0SB SCHULTE_00340
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Francisco R. Schulte. O.S.B.

23 December 1985

Abbot Jerome Theisen, 0.S.B.
Saint John's Abbey
Collegeville, MN 56321

Dear Abbot Jerome,

God's blessings to you and the Community during this Christmastide! You will,
no doubt, notice that I have wisely chosen a card with the Three Kings on it in order
to take advantage of the Hispanic celebration of Christ's manifestation on Epiphany.
Whieh means, "I'm too laté for the 25th!" Oh well... I well remember Abbot John's
practice of sitting' down in his office on Christmas Day in the afterncon in front of
a nice flre, writing his Christmas cards. I used to tease him and he'd just smile and
say that "Christmas Cards" are best written on Christmas Day. Hard to beat that
logic!

Prior Julian wrote and suggested in strong terms that:it would be good for me
to express clearly what [ might like to do upon returning to Saint John's in May. 1
assume that he didn't really knew that you and I had a chance te talk in August on
‘the occasion of your visit, but in case I need to repeat some of what we said '
go ahead and do so now. Forgive me if you already know most of this from our talk.

I have been looking forward to” becoming inve at the Prep Sc
though on a less "all suming" s. 'du may r 1 1 was full time p-
lain and director of pus Mini , D tor of' International and Cross-cultural
Students, Mo derator of the Student Advisery Board, etc. I even taught a class one
ace Fr. I r nus e are
hat my th y eas t I have
him- tha an v ed In

addition, I spent every single summer (4 Jf them) at Saint John's working the E.S.L.
Camp, and I would not want to be boxed into something every summer. It would
preclude summer studies or pastoral renewal.

The other factor in the Prep School ‘equation is whether Brether Linus returns
as Headmaster or not. Should he decide NOT to return, then I would certainly want
to see who will be his what that person's visien is for the sc how
he sees the role of Ch s Ministry and the like. Until I knew the
Headmaster will be I would prefer to hold open any option for the Prep School.

You mentioned to me in August that' you would like to see me become involved
in the Formation or Vocation work in the Abbey. I would like to say that the idea
Is a very positive one. I have long hoped to return one day to seme ministry within
the Abbey community itself. My term as Subprier in Puerto Rico and my formation
work there with the Nevices were experiences that I still cherish, [ believe that even
today, after all the turmoil, Abbot Pepe would still say that he and 1 woerked together
well as a team when he was Prior and I was Subprior. I do enjoy working within the
community and weuld welcome any opportunity to do so again, in whatever ways
would be helpful or that I would be capable of doirig well. 1 would place such an
option high on my list of preferences.

I would ask not to be assigned off campus if pessible, Having been out now
for three years this spring [ think {t would be geod to re-establish ties at the Abbey.

OSB SCHULTE_00343



Abbot Jerome
Page 2
23 December 1985

Another factor.inmy request to remain on campus is the growing longing and hunger
for community that I have experienced during these three years away. Prayer, lectio
and community are things I have grown to appreciate more deeply and I have, frankly,
been heping to experience again at home. I have had three years of administrative,
quasi-episcopal responsibility, as well as a very tiring round of constant travel over

a 31,000 square mile territery; 1 look forward to some good old Benedictine stability,
at least upon returning from this assignment.

My parish work went very well and I was well received by the parishioners of
the Cathedral during. my year and a half as the Associate Rector. However, I must
be honest with you and say that I took away with me a definite impression that I
would NOT want te be involved in full time parochial ministry, and certainly not if
it meant being out of the monastery for years. I greatly enjoyed my association
with Fr. Roger Klassen and the Collegeville parish., He could give yeu an evaluation
of my performance. Should I be needed to assist the Collegeville parish in seme
way I would like to go on record as being more than willing te do so.

In the ab ct, and to assist you in placing me. w I can bes I
will"bare my s  and tell you what I believe to be my ngths and sses.
The years have truly given me some insight inte this and I hope that my sharing
these thoughts may be helpful.

First of all, ] am a very, very bad "paper person". Reports tend to get put
off as long as possible and I will use any excuse in the boek to find something else
to do. When they do get done they tend to be well dene,.but:they are not high
on my list of prierities. People, however, are high on my list of priorities. What
skills and talents I have are genuingly to be found in this people-oriented area. I
have good rapport with the High School age-group especially and function best as
a counselor. Organizing large groups, retreat details, ete. are not my strong suite,
but dealing on a ene-on-one basis truly is. I am sought. out here as a spiritual
director, confessor and ceunselor. I would characterize those:areas as my strogest.
When I was Principal in Puerto Rico I. was a reconciler among .split factions and in-
dividuals and brought some peace to the s after Fr. L lid left abruptly. But
my tenure was not knewn for any paper p s. Most of academic work I
delegated to my Vice Prineipal--trained in that area--while I maintained the necessary
personal contacts with Boards, Faculty, students, parents. and.employees. In that
area I did well and had success; it made the administrative elements easier.

I guess what I am saying is that I am most effective (and consequently more
happy} when I am working in some area of direct, personal contact, and that I am
most ineffective when given paper work; organizational duties, reports, etc. The
psychologists would say 1 am relationship-oriented and NOT task-oriented. They
would be very, very correct. In placing me I would ask you to keep this in mind
for the good of those I would be asked to serve and for my own personal well-being.

Finally, I would ask you to make sure Abbot John, in his capacity as Abbot
President, ends my period of ex-claustration before I return to Saint John's in mid-
May. Since I intend to resign as Vicar on April 30, 1986, 1 suggest that I regain
my rights as a capitular effective May 1, 1986. Is that alright? Otherwise I would
be neither "fish nor fowl" and when. I got:to Saint John's I wouldn't be able to
participate in the Rétreat chapter meetings.

Have a restful Christmas season and 1 hepe the Sexuality Workshop goes well;
I would've enjoyed being there for that. As always, Jerome, you.and the Community

are daily in my prayers. Please pray for me. .
Fraternally,

~ .
f'nma-dﬁd
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Vicario para Hispanos
Vicar for Hispanics

Diocese

/~30-8¢
D-..m_. MM C.)}MN’
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4 February 1986

Tha Reverend Francisco R. Echulte, 0.S.B.
844~-F Athens Drive
Raleigh, North Carolina 27606

Dear Father Francisco:

I returned from my visit to the confreres in the Bahamas
last Sunday evening. It was a pleasant visit to Saint
Augustine's Monastery since I found the community
thriving in its own small and dedicated manner. They
need to continue their search for candidates since the
community as a whole is becowming older.

In your letter of 23 December 1985 you ask about, your
future assignments. If I am not mistaken, we conversed
about this matter last summer. I was of the opinion
then that you could very well return to the prep school
ané@ become chaplain once again. I think this is the
direction of the conversation you had with Brother
Linus. Brother Linus, as you know, has considered the
extension of his tenure as headmaster. We spoke on a
number of occasions during the past three months and
up to this point he has net given me. his absolute
answer apout remaining as headmaster. I assume, however,
that since it is already February, he intends to remain
at least another year. It would be rather difficult
though not impossible to establish a Search Committee
and look for another headmaster at this point. I was
gone last week and I will be gone the néxt two days,

but I thought I would respond to your letter, ially
on this issue of whether or not Brother will
remain as headmaster. I think you can assume that he
will be master, but I am waiting for a:final decision
on his S -

Indeed, I do not envision ycur receiving an assignment
away from campus. You have been gone: a number of
yvears and you really need to reestablish yourself once
again in the community. I am not sure whether being
chaplain in the prep school is a full-time occupation,
though 1 suspect it could be.
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The Reverend Francisco Schulte, 0.S.8B.
4 February 1986

Page Two

I he bas for ‘ ther
ai year. I wi keep
yo ses.

Blegsings and peace in the Lord!

Fraternally yours,

Apbbot Jerome Theisen, 0.8.B.

JT/ev
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Francisco Raymoml Sclmltc, 0.S.B.

1986
e U
. /.
s A A i T S ars

0SB SCHULTE_00348



/(WM j/L!-
y'_. I~ A

b Ao fy L e wlde
M‘,W&_B,ﬁi e ek

Hove o
LT T
” 7
n
ThamedCo

0SB SCHULTE_00349



Vicario para Higpanos
Vicar for Hispanics

5 May 1986

Right Reverend Jerome Theisen, 0.S.B.
Saint John's Abbey
Collegeville, MN 56321

Dear Abbot Jerome,

Peace! Somehow my ability to do Math is even peorer than ever, because I
am almost startled to realize that my three years here in North Carolina are now
reaching their completion and that it is time to leave here and return to Saint
John's. It really is hard for me to grasp.

- As T prepare to hand over this ministry with the-Dieocese's Hispanics to

Fr. James Garneau, a 29 year old priest of the Diocese wha:I once knew in Puerto
Rico some years back, I am filled with:a sense of tremendoiis gratitude for all
that has happened in these past three years., Before I return to Saint John's I
want to be sure to write you this ene ldast letter and thénk you for your own,
major role in my having been permitted to be here:

I am very much aware of the faet that you and your advisers gave me some=
thing of ‘an extraordinary gift when you permittéd me the luxury’ of three years
away from the Abbey to do two things: establish this diocese's Hispanic ministry
and, also, discern whether to leave the Benedictines and incardinate in the Dio-
cese of Raleigh. Thank God, and thamks to your granting me this time in N.C.,
both goals have been accomplished. The Hispdric ministry is flourishing and is
now happily on the verge of being directed by its:second Vicar--a local priest.
I depend on God to give the minidtry its continued growth and fruit under the
care of those who follow me. .As for the personal discerning that was the other
major task of these years, through prayer, direction and personal knowledge
or experience, I have long age comé te a deeper-than-ever appreciation of my
15 years as Benedictine candidate, nevice and monk. For a 33 year old man, 15
years is a major part of my life-span and a major part of who I am. I thank
God for being able to reaffirm that vocation.

As you know, I returned from Puerto Rico under mixed and mestly painful.
c1rcumstances. It -is not an exaggeratiom to say that at. that time I looked on
Saint John's%h place of exile--not a place I truly and homestly chosé to.be in,
I was often Lempted to despair, especially when'it became apparent that the

"exile! in Saint John's was not going to 'be a temporary measure until the monas-
tery in Puerto Rico "settled-down" enough for me to return. However, I did de-
termlne ‘that’ I would give Saint John's a good try--a genuine attempt at "belong—
ing' there. Unfortunately, after three years in Collegeville—-even three good

and productive s—1 sti s uneasy and unsure. No doubt my continued hopes
for.gping back .R. kept rom really sinking-in reoets and claiming Saint
John's as my o nastic ¢ ity; I don't know all the answers, But I did

not, at that time; feel that I was ready to vew stability to Saint John's. In
that frame of mind and needing to test alternatives, I do believe that going

to North Carplina was & work of God's loving providence, Because of these past
years I can now return to Saint John's willingly and embrace it for life as my

300 Cardinal Gibbons. Drive. Releigh, North
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Abbot Jerome
5 May 1986
Page two

own. Beligéve : me, this is a very special time for me and I return to Saint
John's gratefully and joyfully, thanks to your willimgness to allow me the

"luxury" of this period of time for reflection, prayer and discernment. I

will always remain in your debt for what you have done.

While I cannot claim to be much of a poet or student of peetry, I have
nonetheless been touched by a peem of T,S. FEliot, which I saw quoted in the
book , by author Paul Hendrickson. I'd like to share it with you:

What ‘we:call the beginning is often the end
And to meke an end is to make a beginning.
The end is where we start from....

We shall not cease from exploration
And the
Will

(from section.V of T.S. Eliet's "Little Gidding")
> g

Most of my official diocesan good~byes and liturgies are now complete,
though I still have 2 more Masses in particular Hispanic communities. It has
been a time .of pain and, yet, a time of joy. As I say my farewells to these
people that I have come to love througheut the Diecese and.feel the pain of
leaving, I am still able to feel joy and amazement at all that has taken place
in three years. Surely it :is proof.of the work and presence of the Spirit im
the Church as communities form, leadership is identified, trained and installed,
and as a people come to a greater sense of self worth and self identity. What
a privilege to share in this people's "coming of age" in the Church of North
America. There is still so much to do, but already se much has been done by
God's grace. It will alse be hard to say good-bye to my own family here in
N.C., but we have sdme years 'of practice already from my many years in Puerto
Rico as well as the seven years I've lived at Saint John's. As a family we
are simply grateful for the past three "bonus" years of me being in the State.
I was able to marry iy littlest sister, Becky, last week in Chapel Hill, which
was a most happy occasion for the family.

God willing, I will leave here on May 18 or 19 and arfive in Collegeville
on the 21lst or 22nd., The Toyota is in tip top shape: I put on four new radials
about four months age when the others.wore out at 45,000 miles and I will take
it for complete servicing this week,: prior to driving cross-ceuntry. It will
be a fine addition to the Abbey fleet, I'm sure, . '

So, I look forward to getting back to Collegeville soon and seeing you
in person. The Retreat will be a delight as well and good "re-entry" for me.
Perhaps when you have some free time you can update me on your plans for the
vocations team and my own involvement in its work. Again, Jerome, many thanks
for this North Carolina experience., Please keep me in your prayers as I wind
things up here and retyrm to Saint John's. As always, you are much in my own
thoughts and prayers, God bless!

In His love,
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The Reverend Francisco Schulte, 0.S.B.

13 May 1986

Dear Pather PFrancisco:

Thank you for your letter of 5 May 19861 I do not intend to anawer
it at this time but we can reflect on it when you return. I am
happy that you were able to summarize your work and your sentiments
far the past thgee years.

oo

Your document of -ex¢laustration continues until December 1986, but
Father Daniel Ward advises me that upon your return the document is
no longer in effect. 'In other words, your period of exclaustration
ceases when you return to the abbey. You will have all rights of
Chapter at that time.

1 wish you a pleasant journey back to Minnesotal

Fraternally,

Abbot Jerome Theisan, 0.S.B.

dT/ev
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27 October 1986

Dear

I am happy that you had an oppertuniktv to visit Saint
John'e and to see how your son, is deing in the
prep school, My iwpression is that ae enjoys his work
very much and that he is very effective as chaplain to
the students. Thney misses hia during his thres~jyear
absence but now he is wmaking up for lozt time.

In the future we will want him to do some gracduate
studies, but we have not fixed on a precise dete at
this time,

You are certainly welcome to cowe again when you have
the opportunity.

1 wish you blessings and peace in the Levd!
Sincerely yours,

Abbot Jerome Theisen, 0.3.B.

IT/ev i
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ST. JOHN'S ABBEY
COLLBGEVILLE, MINNEBOTA 66321

1 February 1987

Dear Abbot Jerome,

'T have received a request from a family in Mexico to celebrate the wedding

of one of their soms in May, and wanted to see you about the request. ' The family

has sent 6 of their children to Saint John's Prep and an equal number of cousinsj

presently there is one cousin at the Prep, Over the years I have become &n adopted

member of their family and when we have had recruiting trips to Mexico or the Prep
School's annual trip to Mexico they have been our hosts, My family from NC and T,

as well as Bishop Gossman, also stay with them when in Mexico.

So now they are asking their "American son and brother' to celebrate
wedding. They do so in this case because I have been involved in some pre-nuptial
counseling with and his fiancé, an American Espiscopalien, and they see it
as a natural follow through om the counseling-

At any rate, I would appreciate a fewsminutes to see you about this before
you leave for your 3 weeks, since the family needs to make arrangementis to get a

different priest if I can't celebrate the wedding. T sesume they would cover the
OVER
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cost of the airfare, etc, In addition to the family's joy, the trip would
also give me the opportunity to get some research done in the area of Our
Lady of Guadalupe; I wrote one of my recent Graduate papers on the impact her
appearance had on Hispanic spirituality and discovered that there are no books
at all on the Guadalupan event in our Library. Sister Helen Rolfson was very
enthusiastic about ﬁy paper end would like to see us acquire some significant
material on Guadalupe, but it can only be done in Mexico where there are more
scholarly studies available. It may develop into & Masters Thesis if we can
obtain more material. I was even going to request a trip to Mexico specifically
for the purpose of such research; perhaps this is a way of doing so at no cost.

-I1'11 stop by to make an appointment as soon as I can. Thanks.

el
Inan CAHCD
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SAINT JOHN’S ABBEY
COLLEGEVILLE, MINNESOTA 56321

27 April 1987
Dear Abbot Jerome and Brother Linus,

I received the Prep School's proposed contract for the upcoming
academic year of 1987-1988 today. The mandatory signing dead-
line is given as May lst--only four days away; I would have ap-
preciated a more generous period of time during which to reflect
on the proposed offer and to respond in an unhurried fashion.

Be that as it may, I will do the best I can to respond now and

permit you both time to reply.

First of all, I was happy to see that the proposed time commit-
ment for me at the Prep School has been reduced to part-time:
80%, which would be down from this year's full-time contract; it
is a step in the right direction. I assume that it reflects our
discussion, Abbot Jerome, regarding my real concerns about at-
tempting to be full-time at the Prep School, part-time in the
Graduate School of Theology and "extra-time" doing work for the
Vocations and Spiritual Life programs of the Abbey--all the while
struggling to remain a committed member of the monastic communi-
ty observing the horarium, serving meals, doing breakfast trays,
reading at Office, celebrating Eucharist, being sent out for
Masses and confessions, etc. It is not humanly possible to con-
tinue doing all these things--at least not for me.

And so, I thank you both for--I hope--trying to help me out by
reducing my«Prep work load. Unfortunately, I cannot sign the

contract as it is; please allow me to exlain my reasons. What
I have to say here may be. a repetition for you, Abbot Jerome,

though it will not be so for you, Brother Linus, since we have
not met to talk yet this school year.

If I am to be employed at the Prep School at all this next aca-
demic year, then a more feasible time commitment would be 50%--
not 80%. A new contract will have to specify clearly those re-
sponsibilities that I would be able to cover and do well, given
the time limitations resulting from my graduate studies and any
possible work in the Abbey's Vocations and Spiritual Life pro-

grams.

As a realistic proposal I would suggest that my job description
at the Prep School be limited concretely to 1) spiritual direct-
ion and personal counseling of Prep students and personnel and

2) general oversight and direction of the Campus Ministry pro-
gram at the Prep School. This would require other associates

in the Campus Ministry program to be directly responsible for

the remaining areas, namely: 1l)Liturgy and Liturgical Music,

2) Service activities (should they become more a part of the
curriculum) and 3) the Retreat program (should the administration
decide to retaiqit). Such an arrangement in our Campus Ministry
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Abbot Jerome and Brother Linus
27 April 1987
page two

office would be very similar to the model long established

on the University campus: an overall Director of Campus Minis-
try, a Chaplain (who may or may not also be the Director),

and associates responsible for Liturgy, Service and Retreat

programs.

I would recommend Brother Michael Bik, 0.S.B., as the coordin-
ator of Prep Liturgy. His M.A. in Liturgical Studies makes
him the logical choice. Given the fact that there is a strong
student Liturgy Planning group active in the school his-actual
involvement should not be overly taxing. We do have a real
problem with the related area of liturgical music; a clear
directive from the Administration to the Prep Music Director
ought to elicit more cooperation in the future with All School
liturgical celebrations; this year such cooperation was prac-
tically non-existant. The issues of a required Sexrvice com-
ponent and the Retreat program are presently undecided, but
could be supervised simultaneously by another person if they
should eventually form part of the school's spiritual life

program.

In presenting this response to the proposed contract I am attempt-
ing to make the best and most realistic evaluation possible of

the time I can give the Prep School without totally eliminating
my graduate studies. B&As it is, even with this compromise pro-
posal, I will still have to postpone my May 1988 graduation

and push it back to the following summer or fall semester. I

am willing to make this sacrifice for the sake of the Prep School.

In summary, though I would prefer to go ahead and take next year
off from all job assignments in order to devote full-time to
completing my Master's degree in Spirituality, I do realize how
difficult it is to find a replacement as Prep Chaplain. 1If no
replacement is forthcoming, then I am willing to offer my ser-
vices to the Prep School on a half-time basis, according to the
conditions I have :specified above. If such an arrangement is
not possible for the Prep School, then I would understand your
need, - Linus, to look for someone to replace me. After serious
prayer, long:consideration, careful evaluation of my activities
and numerous talks with my monastic superiors, this is the best
response I can make to the proposed contract for next year.

Fraternally,
Framouco, o5/4

(Rev.) Francisco R. Schulte, 0.S.B.
Chaplain/Director of Campus Ministry
Saint John's Preparatory School

copy: Brother Kelly Ryan, 0.S.B., Subprior
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SAINT JOHN’S PREPARATORY SCHOOL
COLLEGEVILLE, MINNESOTA 56321

TEL. (612)~363-3315

26 June 1987

Father Francisco Schulte, O0.S.B.
Saint John's Abbey
Collegeville, Minnesota 56321

Dear Francisco:

Enclosed is a revised half-time appointment for the coming year,
which has been reviewed and approved by Abbot Jerome. Thank you
for your patience. If you find the offer acceptable, please sign
both copies and return one to me. If you have gquestions, please
feel free to see me.

As I mentioned to you, I was surprised upon receipt of your April
27th letter. If I had anticipated a response, I thought it would
be an objection to being reduced from full-time. And, as I
explained to you, my decision to reduce your load from full-time
was the result of our earlier discussions in which you complained
about the ill-defined mnature of your work for the Vocations and
Spiritual Life programs of the Abbey. Abbot Jerome had not
spoken with me earlier about your concerns for being over loaded.

The exhaustive and frustrated tone of your letter also came as a
surprise because you normally give off much different signals --
indeed, you always seem ready to take on more: this past school
year, alone, witnessed additional retreat work in your home
diocese; liturgical wedding commitments in Mexico; an attempt to-
get an Easter Trip to Mexico off the ground again; an offer to
travel to Spain to explore exchange program alternatives; an
offer to accompany the Melk group to Parls; and, this summer,
assuming the responsibillties of the master of ceremonies at the
abbey. Also, your willingness to be interviewed by the Benilde-
Saint Margaret's Search Committee seemed a different signal from
your stated intent to pursue doctoral studies.

So, even though I have perceived other indirect signals, I accept
your judgment that you cannot commit yourself to more than a
half-time load at the prep school. As you know from our meeting
with Dennis, Alphonse, and John Hanson, you can expect assistance
in campus ministry: Brother Michael Bik 1s expected to work with
the liturgy planning committee; Father Luke Mankuso 1s expected
to work with the retreat program (and, as I mentioned, I never
questioned whether we would have a retreat program but, rather,
whether we could afford the luxury of having all classes go to
resorts such a Madden's or Cragun's); Father Alphonse Volpe is
expected to attend to Confirmation preparation and to resident . >
evening prayer; and it is hoped that Brother Jochn Hanson can get
some form of service program off the ground. ’
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26 June 1987
Father Francisco Schulte, 0.S.B.

Page Two

I continue to appreciate your willingness to work on behalf of
the prep school and our students. I hope that you will let me
know whenever I can be supportive of your efforts.

Again, feel free to contact me if the enclosures result in any
questions.

Best wishes!

LA/im

Enclosures
/612/363-3316
cc: Abbot Jerome Theisen, 0.S.B.

Brother Kelly Ryan, 0.S.B.
Father Otto Weber, 0.S.B.
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12

1z.

APPLICATION FOR ADVANCED STUDY or SABBATICAL
Name Fr. Francisco R. lte, 0.S.B. Age: 34
Department in which you work ep School: Chaplain

Specify Studies or Treining Desired(use reveree side if more space needed) S.T.D. in

area of @applied, ary monastic) Spirituality

Purpose of Studies or Traini imari  for itual Life am retreats
spiritual ec , etc.)_ . pos t ¢ CO or ra

Where will Stud or ning be Pursued? Pontific an Rome

Estimated Time Reguired for Proposed Studies or Training-~be specific as to months,
semesters or years

Where would you Reside? & Religious house in Rome

How will Studies or Training be Financed? (grant, assistantship, scholership, Abbey,
fund, benefactor, other sources) Abbey

3ive an Estimeted Cost of Room end Bozrd $5,000/year

Istimzted Cost of Tuition $2.000/year

Estim=ted Cost of Other 5chool Fees $500/year

Zstimated Cost of Menthly Personal Allotment Provided by Abbey $500
directly

Will Room, Board, Tuitieon be billed separately?’

Will you Need a Car? __ NO 1f so, Explain why:

iny further comments These studies in Spirituality are meant to be used in the

Abbey's own Spiritual Life Program The thrust is pastoral, primarily, to
P

be used in spiritual direction, retreats, etc. They would also.make possible

any needed te g
Approvels: Dep Head Date

Deen of Studies Date
(Academic Dean = vinity)
Adninistrative

’ Date /787
(President SJU -

Abbot W Date /5 S / ff

Return this form to the prior.
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SAINT JOHN’S ABBEY
COLLEGEVILLE, MINNESOTA s631r1

26 January 1988

Dear Abbot Jercme,

Welcome home! I hope that the Bahamas were a little warmer than we've been
recently in Collegeville; yesterday morning the temperature, with wind chill,
was around 50° below 0°. It made for a brisk trek up the hill to the Prep
School.

I wanted to update you on the proposed Prep trip to Mexico over Easter vacation,
and tell you that our initiasl efforts at lecating reasonal arrangements and costs
for the interested: group of about a dozen students with three Faculty members
have met with some success and we are able to arrange flights, hotels, tours

and the like. The students end I Have met, a s0lid core group is available

and parents are supportive.

In all of this I have repeatedly stressed to parents and students that it is a
trip, subject to the requisite permissions for Br. Isaac:and myself,
availability of Faculty, etc. Inithe meantime I have tried to determine the
feasibility of the trip, interest and worthwhile benefits of renewing the Prep
School's tradition of the annual Easter visit to sites of value in Mexico--in

this case, the Yuecatan and its Mayan culture.

At this time things are jelled solidly enough that I feel it appropriate to ask
your permission for Br. Isaac and myself to take the group to Mexico from March
30 through April 8. In the event that you decide against the trip there will
not be any monejy lost sibw since no formal commitments are made to go. However,
if we are able to go then we would need to finalize details soon and arrange for

those formal commitments.

I did speak with Prior Julian sbout the trip when someone mentioned your interest
in his going with us, but Julien says he is not interested. While I am sure he
would have a wonderful time and that the kids would enjoy his presence, he feels

(over)
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that his years of traveling with high school aged students is "over". I am

not sure that is necessarily sc and I told Julian that he is very young at

heart, but he seems somewhat decitded against going.

In closing, I wanted to mention to you that Fr. Julian and I have been pre-
paring the formal application for Italian language studies for August and Sepw
tember; I em currently waiting to hear from Fr. John Navone, 8J of the Greg.
about & proposed dissertation topic centered on the meeting of 16th century
Iberian Christian spirituality and the local Meso-american native spiritualities
in the New World. Im the event that Fr, Navone approves the dissertation topic,
a trip to Mexico would eventually be reguired to obtain the primary documents

and do research in the National Archives. Nothing has ever been written on

this subject in English and there are ne:' werks available that are not in Spanish.
So it could be that the Prep trip could also serve as & way of getting down there
and doing some of the reéearch and purchasing I will need to do for the disserw

tation, perhaps on the way:home.

For more deteils or just to talk ebout this, you can reach me et the Prep in the

mornings and around the monastery in the afterncons. Thenks for your time,

Abbot Jerome. Again, welcome home,

A

NOMUAA CP
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23 Bpril 1988

Dear Abbot Jerome,

Just a quick note to thank you for your facilitating my extra time in Mexico
to do some initial research in the area of my dissertation and to puzrchase theze
some of the books I will need to take with me to Rome later on.

The time was well spent; by taking a few extra days while already in Mexico
I was able to aviod having to return there this summer before leaving. In addition
to the materials I was able to find in Mexico City, I made some excellent personal
contacts with priests and other scholars who are recognized experts in pre-Columbian
spiritualities, the Conquest of New Spain and Evangelization in New Spain duting
the 16th century.

However, the most exciting thing to come out of the visit to Mexico City for me
was a "chance" encounter with a scholar working in the same general area of studies
who was able to give me the name of a Mexican priest who is also an author ard re-
searcher in 16th centery spiritualities, and who lives in Rome currently, the spirit-
val director of the Mexican National College (seminary). My concerns about ever” be-
ing able to find someone in Rome knowledgeable about my area of investigation were
put to rest. A great worry is now lessened, 1f not eliminated, I really came away
feeling like someone is "looking out" for me in this matter,

And so I am about to take the Comprehensive examinations next week. The written
questions are on Friday, April 29. Should I pass the written examination, then I
would take the oral portion sometime the first week in May. If I may be candid I
am not convinced that I am prepared for the Comprehensives, since ‘the semester has
been extremely busy and I have had far less time than I had hoped for to read our
1ist of 30 books. Nonetheless, I am going to attempt to pass the exams now, If
I am not able to do so, then I will swallow my pride and take the summer. months

to prepare for a second attempt in August. I suspect that it might even be wiser to
try for August from the very start, but I want to try now. If I can pass it will
give me an extra month to study more Italian; if not, I. will take advantage of the
Prep. School vacation time to study in earnest--something that has not always-been

possible this semester.

I want to thank you for your encouragement and support in my studies. With
any luck things will go well and the Roman studies will soon be a reality. My
prayer is that those studies will be useful to our community, as well as to my own

growth as a Christian and monk.

Prior Julian and Bro. Kelly Ryan have both been sources of support (and con-
slation!) for me; I am most grateful to all of you. I will prepare for the Prior
a detailed account of my expenses for the Mexico Clty portion of the trip to Mexico
in order to receive reimbursement for those expenses which are reldted to my pur-
suit of graduate studies. Luckily, books can be bought in Mexico for about one half
their price in the United States—-should they evén be available here. Most of the
books I purchased, of course, are unavailable outside of Mexico.

Bgain, Abbot Jerome, many thanks! I will make an appointment with you soon
to discuss things in greater depth.

Fraternally,

cc: Prior Julian Schmiesing,. 0.S.B
Subprior Kelly Ryan, 0.S.B.
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WILL

OF
RAYMOND GEORGE SCHULTE

I, nd Geo  Schulte , also known as
Fa arns County, Minnesota,

rev pr o and make this my will.

ARTICLE ONE
PAYMENT OF EXPENSES AND TAXES

1. My personal representative shall pay from the residue of my
estate the expenses of my last illness and funeral, valid debts
including any taxes owed by me at my death, expenses of
administering my estate, including non-probate assets, and any
estate and other death taxes, except any generation-skipping
transfer tax, which become due because of my death, including any
interest and penalties. There shall be no apportionment of any
such taxes, and 1 walve on behalf of my estate any right to
recover any part of them from any person, including any recipient
of property passing apart from this will.

ARTICLE TWO
SPECIFIC GIFTS

2 I give the following
2.1 I give my tangible personal property as follows:

To the Order of Saint Benedict, Inc., Collegeville,
Minnesota.

2 2 1 give all interest (real or personal) in real property
as follows:

To the Order of Saint Benedict, Inc., Collegeville,
*Minnesota.

ARTICLE THREE
RESIDUE

3. I give the residue of my estate consisting of all property
which 1 can dispose of by will and not effectively dispose of by
the preceding articles of this will, except any property over
which 1 may then have a testamentary power of appointment to The
Order of Saint Benedict, Inc., Collegeville, Minnesota.

1
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ARTICLE FOUR
PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE

4., I nominate the person holding the office of Abbot of Saint
John's Abbey, Collegeville, Minnesota, at the time of my death,
as personal representative.

4.1 The Abbot at the time of my death shall have the
power to nominate any additional or successor personal

representative.

4 2 No bond shall be required of any personal representative
nominated by the Abbot at the time of my death,

4.3 My personal representative, in addition to all other
powers canferred upon him by law that are not

inconsistent with those contained herein, shall have the
power, exercisable without authorization of any court:

4,3.1 To sell at private or public sale, to retain, to
lease, and.to mortgage or pledge for the purpose of ,
borrowing money, any of all of the real of persanal
property of my estate;

4.3.2 To make partial distributions from my estate from
time to time and to distribute the residue of my estate

in cash or in kind or partly in each, and for this purpose
to determine the value of property distributed in kind.

4.3.3 To exercise or not exercise any selection or

option granted my personal representative by the

Internal Revenue Code or the tax statutes of any state,
without making any adjustment to estate principal or

income that may be affected by such exercise or non-exercise.

ARTICLE FIVE
GENERAL GOVERNING PROVISIONS

5 The following provisions shall apply to the interpretation of
my will and the administration of my estate:

5.1 The rules of law and statues of the State of Minnesota,
jnsofar as legally possible, except as altered by this
will, shall govern in all respects the meaning and legal
effect of this will and the administration of my estate.
Except as I have otherwise provided, all references to
applicable law and Minnesota. Statutes mean those in
force and effect on the date of my death and shall
include any amendments and successor provisions thereto.

5.2 Captions are for convenience only and are not intended
to alter any of the provisions of this instrument.

5.3 Where appropriate, the masculine includes the feminine,
the singular includes the plural, and vice versa.

5§ 4 1 direct unsupervised administration of my estate and that
my estate be administered in an informal a manner as my personal
representative deems advisable and applicable law permits.

2
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1 have signed this will consisting of 3 ) pages, this
page included, on June 28

We certify that in our presence on the date appearing above in
the State of Minnesota,

signed the foregoing ins is
will, that at his request and in his presence and in the presence
of each other, we have signed our names below as witnesses, and
that b 1ieve him be of sound mind and memory.

<
residing at Collegeville, MN

W CLU/(Q amadso, ﬁé residing at Collegeville, MN

Self-Proved Affidavit
THE STATE OF MINNESOTA )

sS.
COUNTY OF STEARNS

We, Raymond orge Schulte Michael (Eric s
and e Testator and witnesses,
resp V oy, W es ar to the attached or foregoing
instrument, consisting of typewritten
pages, bei g first duly s are the

undersigned authority that the Testator s gned and executed the
instrument as his last will and testament that he signed
willingly, and that he executed it as his free and voluntary act
for the purposes therein expressed; and that each of the
witnesses, in the presence and hearing of the Testator, signed
the will as witnesses, and that to the best of thelr knowledge
the Testator was at the time 18 or more years of age, of sound
mind and under no constraint or undue influence.

Subscribed, sworn to and acknowledged before my by

Schulte, the Testator, and subscr
sworm to before me by Michael ¢ Ho
and
day »
3

OSB SCHULTE 00373



DL fro S

—_—

POSL O Nes

, 932 g w___gm
S31eI) jewspdeg
U3 40 Ixap 'swigo =
2{edyjjeay ‘Sjuswnaog _mmwm_w
-

0SB SCHULTE 00374



Saint John's Abbey
Collegeville, Minnesota 56321

Office of the Abbot

6 July 1988

To Whom it May Concern:

Father Francisco Schulte 1s a priest and monk of
Saint John's Abbey, Collegeville, Minnesota. He is
pursuing a doctor's degree 1n spirituality and
would appreciate whatever help you can give him in
his research as well as his experience of religlous
communities and monasteries.

I thank you for any assistance and hospitality that
you can provide him. I thank you in advance for

any kindness that you show him in his work and
travels.

Sincerely yours,

Abbot Jerome Theisen, 0.S.B.

JT/ev

Phone 612 363-2544
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Saint John's Abbey
Collegeville, Minnesota 56321

Office of the Abbot

31 October 1988

The Reverend Francisco Schulte, 0.S.B.
Collegioc di Sant' Anselmo

Piazza Cavalieri di Malta, 5

Rome, Ttaly

Dear Father Francisco:

By this time you will have become accustomed to the
rhythm of life at Sant' Anselmo and to your classes
at the Gregorianum. Since vyou are not new to
graduate studies, the transition to the doctoral
program in Rome should not be too difficult for
Yyou. I suspect Yyou can already understand the
Italian lectures and even respond to questions.

I enjoyed my stay in Rome even though the Congress
was not faced with mementous decisions. It was
good to visit with many abbots from around the
world and to exchange stories about monastic life,
formation, etc. I enjoyed our visits and meals
together. It gave me the impression that you are
guite at ease in the City of Rome and that you will
enter vyour graduate studies in a very positive

mood .

Enclosed with this letter you will find a copy of
the letter I wrote to Prior Mark. I hope it
contains what you expected. I truly appreciated
the Christmas and Easter liturgies that we had at
Sant' Anselmo but I also appreciated the time away
from the college during the Christmas and Easter

vacations.

This past weekend has been a time of Board
meetings. The Beoard of Regents of the university
met on Friday and we also blessed the Virgil Michel
Dormitory last Friday afternoon. On Saturday the
Board of Overseers of the preparatory school met
and we were delighted to see the direction that
Father Thomas Andert is giving the high school.
Yesterday the Board of Directors of the School of
Theolcgy began to meet for a longer workshop.
October is the traditional time for Board meetings,

Phone 612 363-2544

e e —ie
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The Reverend Francisco Schulte, 0.S.B.
31 October 1988
Page Two

or sc it seems in the educational cirecles in which
I run.

You might know that the Senior Council has granted
money for an architect to draw up conceptual
designs for the guest house. The Design Committee
recommends Mr. Hugh Jacobsen as the architect for
the building. I wrote to Mr. Jacobsen about this
request and he very happily agreed to draw up the
designs. Now we need to glve him the information
that the Guest Committee drew up over a year ago.
I am happy that we are in movement once again on

this project.

I wish you blessings and peace in the Lordl

Fraternally yours,

Abbot -Jerome Thelsen, 0.S.B.

JT/ev
Enclosure
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Saint John's Abbey
Collegeville, Minnesota 56321

Office of the Abbot

10 March 1989

The Reverend Francisco Schulte, 0.S.B.
Collegio di Sant' Anselmo

Piazza Cavalieri di Malta, 5

Rome, Italy

Dear Father Francisco:

I have in hand your letter of 28 February 1989. It
arrived@ guickly by the hand of Father Kilian. I am
happy to hear that you enjoy your studies in Rome
and that you did so well in your courses.

I spoke with Prior Julian about your proposal to
return to Saint John's after your exams in June.
He agrees with me that this would be a good
schedule for you to follow. He also agreed that
you should go to Mexico City to continue your
research on your dissertation. I know that you
will use your time well in Mexico City and most
likely will find the materials yocu need to xround
out your teopic. I suspect that you would not be
able to find the important documents in Rome or in
other places in Europe. Prior Julian will provide
you with the finances you will need to follow your
proposed schedule. This will e his last
communication with you since he 1s scheduled to
leave his office in two or three months. Father
Jonathan 1s already working into the office by
attending some of our meetings and getting

acquainted with personnel issues. He is
approaching his work in the prior's office with a
good deal of zeal and enthusiasm. I trust that

this will continue as the months go on.

The monastic Chapter approved the university budget
last Tuesday evening. Some members of the
community wanted Father Hilary or others to make
known to students more clearly the extent of the
abbey grant to the university. It is now about
$1,000,000. This gift 1is probably not Xknown
generally but it surely makes a big difference in
the current operatlion of the university. Perhaps
we should designate more specifically how our gift

Phone 612 363-2544
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The Reverend Francisco Schulte, 0.S.B,.
10 March 1989
Page Two

to the university should be used. At leazt some
monks wanted us to move in this direction.

Father I iz working hard to. turn

around the seminary enrollment, specifically the
number of seminarians from dioceses. We continue
to enroll a good number of Benedictines from other
monasteries but we need more seminarians from
dioceses to make our seminary program viable and
significant.

Please remember in your prayer Father [
who is doing poorly at the present time. You
probably heard that he had a stroke after his
cancer operation. Also, Sister is in
the hospital once more suffering from some
infection or virus. She has begun chemotherapy in
the treatment of her cancer.

I wish you blessings for holy week and Easter!

Fratexrnally yours,

Abbot Jerome Theisen, 0.S.B.

JT/ev
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Saint John's Abbey
Collegeville, Minnesota 56321

Office of the Abbot

3 April 1989

The Reverend Francis¢o Schulte, 0.S.B.
Collegio di Sant' Anselmo

Piazza Cavalieri di Malta, 5

Rome Italy

Dear Father Franclsco:

I would like to respond to your letter of 20 March
1989 and your reguest for permission to travel to
Russia next Octocbher. After consulting with Priox
Julian and thinking about the matter, I have
decided that it would not be well to take this

trip. It is ra r expensive a it is not
directly in line w your present ¢ entration in
spirituality. Y studies and ur doctoral

dissertation g¢give u a focus of HIi nic or Latin

erican sp ituali . e I nnot see
at you ed to be c s¢ oled in
thodox sp {ituali ., 11 taking
ite a £ trip thi e it ight bDe
tter not conti e t t all

We had a beautiful holy week and Easter celebration
in spite of the relatively cold weather. When
Easter is this early and spring is this late the

weather is bound to be cold. The ceremonies,
however, were nicely performed by the monks and the
music was beautiful as usual. It is really a

pleasure to preside at liturgies that are well
prepared and well executed.

Father is recuperating very well from
his ge on. His colon and ileum were
removed because of Crohn's Disease. He was not
looki ward thi op on it

relie of m pal of Cr s Dis
which s coming rse t nth Father
had o] attitu towa t era and

must v elped thr gh f g col

Now if I can get him to slow down and not take on
too much extra work he will have a relatively easy
work load.

Phone 612 363-2544
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The Reverend Franclsco Schulte, 0.5.B.
3 April 1989
Page Two

I reading Pope J Paul 's letter o the
bi s of this countr n whic he asks b ops to
co ue their minist to rel ious. ¥ might
re er that he set a po ifical ¢ ission
some six years ago to assist bishops in their work
of listening to and dialoguing with religious of

their dioceses. The Pope has some suggestions to
er n reli especiall in the ea of co
ni life a tity of re gious ¢ rism. B
a large ter indica s the 1 ortance
1i us in ountry and is pres tation
ak ses 1 ing that 5 not een hea
before in varlous guarters. I am looking forward

to responses from CMSM and LCWR. His letter should
produce many articles of commentary.

I hope that Father hy Backous' defense went

well. Please give h greetings! Also greet
Father James Reichert!

May all of you have a joyful Easter season!

Fraternally yours,

Abbot Jerome Theisen, O.S.B.

JT/ev

0SB SCHULTE 00399



aa Arn'l ‘89
HORGIA [Pg) mi.504
Siaeione elimaiica
Palazeo del Comune « Monumaenip 8 9. Benndells
Palais de la Mutrie cr Mowumoni & i, Denott
Townhall and Momument to S1. Benedict
Ruthoun und Denkwal an Hi. Dunadiki

A LL;{- Jc.no.m.ﬁ..,..-.;;0;..5.7..5
Si’........J.g_ln.n..l..s......A.‘.b.b..t..q........

C.o.l..\..ﬁj;.&’...!’.!'..l..\..?m,...‘.MN....

5632
u.s. A

Riprodugione vietata

O0S SCHULTE 00400



0SB SCHULTE_00401



20 July 18898

Dear Abbot Jerome,
Before I visit with you about the past year’s studies in Rome

and the work ahead of me these next couple of years, I want to
share with you some of the things I’ve been reflecting on.

I have finished my course work at the Greg and am ready to
hegin research in Mexico for the deoctoral thesis. Both ressarch
and thesis are in the general area of Hispanic spirituality, con-
centrating on the origins of what would now be called "Mexican-
American" spirituality. In a separate memo I will give you an
updated report on my studies as such.

As you already know, matters Hispanic have become of signal
importance in our country; Hispanics are quickly approaching the
day when they will number fully one-half of the Catholic church
in North America. For that reason I am excited to be deepening
my professional studies in this field, following upon my years of
being raised in a Hispanic culture and ministering with Hispanics
in Puerto Rico, Mexico, Cuba and the US. I'm excited to be
involved in something so important for the church, and think that
we at St. John’'s would be able to make significant contributions
at this critical moment in our church’s history. .

Over the decades, St. John’'s has generously and prophetically
served the changing needs of the church in the U.S. We have
served German immigrants through evangelization and education, we
have done the same with Native North Americans and we have
carried the Gospel and Rule of Benedict to the Bahama Islands,
Canada, Mexico, Puerto Rico and Japan. We anticipated the civil
rights movement by establishing an integrated monastic community,
thus demonstrating a concern for African-Americans decades before
that concern hecame so important nationally. (This month’s
departure from the church in Washington, D.C., of Fr. Stallings
poignantly reminds us that we have barely begun to address the
neads of African~American Catholics.) And, of course, we were
known for years as one of the major liturgilcal centers of the
church in the U.8.

My dream or "vision" is that St. John’s will once more take
an active, prophetic stance within our church, this time by serv-
ing the U.S. Hisgpanic community’s needs. I believe that St.
John’s is uniquely able to commit itself to such a nministry due
to our past history of concern for and service with such diverse
groups. Why? Because some of our currently existing "auxiliary
structures" (e.g., the Liturgical Press, the School of Theology,
the Ecumenical Institute, etc.) lend themselves admirably to such
prophetic service--it is something we genuinely can do, and do
well. This depends, though, on our willingness. to recapture some
of our former, "legendary boldness" and commit ourselves to this
desperately needed service before it is necessarily "safe" to do
so.

I would like to suggest a number of ways in which St. John’s
could make a significant contribution to the service of Hispanic
Catholics in this country. They are primarily, though by no
means solely, the following.

1. education

0SB SCHULTE_00402



2. evangelization
J. ecumenism
Permit me to explain further.

EDUCATION: Through our own School of Theology we have the
opportunity to establish something along the lines of a Chair of
Hispanic Studies on a professional academic level, as well as
something along the lines of a more practical School of Minis-
tries. Such programs might address the needs of:

1. those who minister officially with U.S. Hispanics or who
need to prepare for such ministry

2. the Hispanic faithful who are in need of practical and
theoretical preparation for peer ministry

EVANGELIZATION: Through our own Liturgical Press we have the
opportunity to publish Spanish language and/or bilingual
materials at reasonable costs, like the famous “Popular Liturgi-
cal Librery" of years past. I know from my own years of ministry
with Hispanics that there is a desperate need for catechetical
materials, materials for sacramental preparation, Bible study,

Liturgy, etc, At the same time o} ar
work in the field of Hispanic st u on

in e is t se

rie 0 5. a b h

ive 5 or t

as t ur ect o g

nde i 1f Lit ic me
best involved in this ministry. Wer r. here,
I would like to speak with him a ocut e e

School of Theology.
ECUMENISM: Through our Ecumenical Institute and the Epis-

copalian retreat facility soon to be located on our campus, I see

a wonderful potentia er we might do in an
ecumenical way. Fr. and I have previocusly
spoken about our Spiritual Life m developing in an ecumeni-

cal context; this seems to be another area where such development
could be beneficial to all.

Not intending to exhaust .in this memo all possibilities, I
did want to share with you some of the thoughts I have been
having recently as my studies progress. I am filled with
enthusiasm as I consider the many, many things that we could do
here at 9t. John's to promote and facilitate ministry with this
fastest growlng segment of our nationlof our Catholie Church in
‘the U S. ond

Looking forward to meeting with you to exchange impressions
about this, my studies and my future work here at the Abbey, I am

Fraternally,

Promcisco

Francisco R. Schulte, 0.S.B.
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2E duly 1REY
Dear Abbot Jerome,

fa Y promised in my previouws neote to yvou, here ig the "state
wieg” report. L, too, may he of uwse to you before we
Mondeay mornidyg.

My couwrse work at the Sregorian is codmpleted,  The Dean had
od that wome classes, whilg not regulred in my case, sight

S
help me feel more "at home! with the Greg’s academic system. MHls
jeation was a good oney, and it did familiarize oe with a rane-

d of the Profs, with fellow students, the Library, stco It
gave me the opportunity o classes thalt cowplemant my
eyl ous study and provide methodologicsl ille for my thesisy
they will also serve me well in the Spiritual Life Frogram. My
thegis director supported the recommandation to take clas the
Tirst yvear of the doctor rather than gquickly cliooging a
thipsis toplc. The pre cting the topic, therefore, b
been careful and i the director and 1 oare pleased with
the ways things ha sl thie year.

Yau might be intere ey know how the directors at the Greg
rmaw work with their stuadents when choosing topics for license and
doctaral theses,  The cureent "wisdon” reguices students, whan-
ever poesible m chovse a topic which is born of their own

Fas

T
cultuweal , educational and professional experignoe.  This
militates againast simply sesking out any cbscure topic hhat no
arie Mags weitten on be

FMerhaps bec ghudaents al Roman pontifical
wriversities cwrrently come from developing natiomns and chwches,
thers ie a strong emphasis now on selecting something that +lows
Frrom one s own coner s gxparience of living the Gospml--
something that can be talen back teo one’s own compuwiity, dioce
and nation. '

In my own case, my director and I took inte account the gen-
eiral field of sbtudies I'm pursuing (contemparary spirituality),
the kinds of things you and I have discussed regarding what use T
might make of the degres in the future (retreats, splritual
direction, tgaching in the School of Theology, weiting, etc.), my
cultwral and pastoral /professtonal experiences, the langoage
skills that I cwrrantly have arnd my own interests and sense of
wharre my talents and shkills are strongest.  We determined that
something in the arsa of Hlisparic splritaality would make the
moat sense for me.  Th would build on my personal experiencs and
wonld also make a "modest comntribution” to the fuwthering of
Higpanic studi and ministery within the North American chuwsch.

GQiner the Fleld of Migpanic spirituality is & huge ong and
shill “"virgin" territory, we have alowly narrowed the focus to
the point where we areg now looking st one specific area.  That
the arpa of the origing of Hispanic spirituality in léth century
Mew in (Mexico). What is wnigue and fascinating about this
pericd is that its spiriteality is born of the encounter {clash!)
of fxtec and Christian religiong. Something "new" emergecd, and
that new samething is at the roots of today’ s Higpanic
apirituality.” Teo study this Ffleld would add greatly Lo ow own

i
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wnderstanding of the religlows experience and gifts that
Higpanice are now bringing to the Catholic chuarch in the U.8.~-a
veary topical iesue, | dare say.

In the couras of my readirgs this year, I discovered thalt a
Large nunber of 17th and 18th cantury Spardah language Sermors
Frrom Pexicn estdst in manuscript and/or published form. They have
never been collected or i ! have never bheen sbudied far
their theological Zspiritual content or isagery. My proposal to
my thesis directar was that d
investigation and andertale ollection, editing
e enthusiastical ly age : el thinka that here, inde
thesis topic of some originality, and one that will make
"modest contribution” to the field of MHigpanic studies.

o I am on my way bo Mexice City on Juwly 27 ko begin the &
weeks of research you have made possiblea. I°11 be working in the
Natiormal Archives, the library of the University of Mexico, the
mu-library of the Jesuits and the library of the Archdiocesan
SBeminary. My hopes are to leocate as many of these sgrmnong e are
acceseible, copy them and retwn with them to FKone far editing
and further stuwly in order to write on some specidlc aspect of
the spirituality T find in them. Should there he 2 of  Threm
available or thelr content he less than sighnificant, bher T will
have to face the possibkility of chowvsing another topic. This
summer s researah is bazically "sxploratory" and should determine
whether there is enough material Yo work with for a doctoral
thesis, My director and I have already talked about thise amd he
ig willing to asssist mg in the selection of a different topic,
ghould this one not work out,

I+ this topic is feawible, then it will be necessary for me
i the near Fubire Lo do lengthier resesrch in Mexico with the
requilred primary and secondary source in Rome there is almnost
rigthing available on this subject matter in the libraries. T
would nesd to do one semester in Fome weiting amd working andesr
thie aupervision of my director and second szmnester in Mexico
dodrg Follow-up investigation. A logical division of time for oy
next two years (or whatever time it ta would be just thats
one semester in Rome and one in Mexico each year. That would
malke possihle the completion of my doctoral thesis,

Upon complelion of the degres and my retwn te $t. Jdekin ‘s, [
wollld hope to continve scholarly work dn this field.  Ferhaps T
could be of asglstance to the School of Theology and Semirnary iFf
Lhey wish to establish Higpanic studirs in their programs. I
certainly see myself doing fwether research and weiting in bhis
fleld, if possible. It is an ares we have not yet addresseo here
at 8St. John s,

Eventually, in order to be truly coopetent in the Fiele, I
wWill neet] to learn the Aztec language (Nahwabl) and work with
those primary souwrces. 1 am cwrently limited to dealing with
the original Spanish language sowrces--only one side of a8 bwo-
gided issuw. Spanish is fine for the BEwopeans” theology and
spirituality, but is chviously inadeguate when studving the re
glon and cultwre of the Lecs--a people the Furopesns "misunder -
gtood". T would foresee the need in fubture vears of continuing
sturdies and research in Mexico and Latin America as this field of
minigtry and education becomes sore imporbant,

Lhese seraons &as my area of
-
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I will provide a copy of thise letter for Prlor Jonathan in
his capacity as fbbey pducation coordinator wa he alse might have
on paper & summary of whers I cuwrently stand and what I expect
for the near futwe. Thank you for your support and encowes
agement as I pursue the doctorate, Abbot Jerome, 1 look forward
to talking thig over with you on Monday morning.

Fraternally,
7~ . )
f?\a«ua&baca
Franciscn R. Behulte, 0.8.R.
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ADDRESSES OF CLUSESL KBLALLVES
Name of Monk: £z ANClSCo (RANMOND) ScHu LT E
L3 7
pate: 11 SepPT. 1989

*
1) Name:

Spouse: NoNE —' DivorRcCED

How Related:

Address: )
City and State. , Zip Code:
Telephone Numbers: Home _
. Work
*
2) Name: __
Spouse: .
How Related: ___
Address: N
city and State: , 2ip Code:
Telephone Numbers: Home |
Work
e LY
3) Name:
Spousc.
How Related: _
Address: |
city and State: _... . , Zlp Code:
Telephone Number:
4) Name: _ _ —
Spouse:
How Related:
Address: 1 _
City and State: _ , 2ip Coge: =

Telephone Number:

* To be notified FIRST in case of death or serious 1lllness.

(OVER, PLEASE)

UV PR SRR S 2 O T et PRSI TCR O TSNP S TR S L
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5)

6)

7)

8)

Name:

Spouse.

How Related:

ﬁddress:

Ccity and State:
Telephone Number:
Name:

Spous. .

_, 2ip Code: _

How Related:

Address:

City and State: ___

Telephone Number:

Name:

__, 2ip Code: . -

Spouse:

How Related:

Address:

City and State: , 2ip Code:
Telephone Number:

Name:

Spouse:

How Related:

Address:

City and State: , 2ip Code:

Telephone Number:

Please list, if you wish, a close friend to be notified.

1) e (NG

\\‘__-
SpouBet_

Address:

City and State:

, 2ip Code:

Telephone Number:
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PONTIEICIO ATENEO S.
ROMA

IL RETTORE

ANSELMO

00153 Roma

FIATZA CAYAHER! D1 MALTA, 1

VIAGGIO IN U.R.S.S.
Incontrare la Russia Europea

3 - 13 Ottobre 1989

Dinanzi alle attuali occasioni di incontro sia con la Chiesa Orto-
dossa russa, che con le Autorita civili dell’U.R.S.S., la Facolti
di Teoclogia nel nome dell'Ateneo S. Anselmo organizza un viaggio
di studio con queste particolarita: . 3 ce

+ A livello teologico-monastico:
Mosca e Kiev,

Zagorsk,

«!' A livello

visita al Patriarcate di
alle Accademie Teologiche di Leningrado e di
e ad alcuni storici monasteri.

gli

culturale: incontro con i professori e

studenti della Facoltad di Filésofia delle Universita di Mosca
e Kiev, e visita degli antichi monumenti di Mosca, Leningredo

e Kiev,.

In tutti gli incontri il gruppo sard accolto come delegazione uffi-
ciale della Facolta di Teologia del Pontificio Ateneo S. Anselmo,

Itinererio--Ottobre:

3: Milano/Kiev 41 Kiev

51 Kiev/Leningrado 6: Leningrado

7: Leningrado/Mosca 8: Mosca

9: Mosca "10: Suzdal (Mosca)
11: Zagorsk (la cittd santa) 12: Mosca

Numero pertecipanti: 25 persone

13: Mosca/Milano (Roma)

ca. B 1500

Quota di partecipazione: £ 1.800.000 ("t.ut'tb compreso); PeT camera

singola un

supplemento di £ 390.000;

per Tientro a TRoma un

supplemento di £ 60.000.

Iscrizione: Presso il Decano della Facolta di Teologia entro 9 maggio.
== s

Iscrizione:

ca .

Diritto al rimborso: £ 300.000

g

£ 300.000

T dettagli del viaggio ‘verranno comunicati tempestivamente ai

partecipanti.

Con cordiali saluti,

.

Rettore
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PONTIFICIO ATENEO S. ANSELMO

FACOLTA DI TEOLOGIA
00153 ROMA, oo oemnimmmmmar e cmecnman

PIAZZA CAVALIZRI DI MALTA, 5

CRISTIANESIMO E CULTURA IN EUROPA
Incontrare la Russia Europes |
Il Pontificio Ateneo S. Anselmo, mentre inizia il suo secondo

secolo di vita, intende ulteriormente sviluppare e approfondire
1l’interesse per la dimensione ecumenica degli studi teologici.

Riconosce in gquesto, i, ~un’essen e continuitad con la
‘consegna ad esso affid Leone XIII momento stesso della
sua fondazione e 1 © suc mente o da Pio XI
a tutto 1’Ordine ed . E con r .sollecitu=

dine che 5. Anselmo vuole riservare un’attenzione privilegiata alla
prospettiva ecumenica degll studi come anche della stessa vita
della comunitd monastica.

In questa linea, un gruppo di professori e studenti della Facoltad
di Teologia ha maturato il propesito di ricercare occasioni di
incontro e di dialoge con la Chiesa ortodossa e, in particolare
guest’anno, con il monachesimo russo.. Tale gruppo ha percid
espresso l’intenzione di realizzare un viaggio di studio in Russia
Pper avviare un dialogo diretto e favorire uno scambio teologico sul
tema "Cristianesimo e cultura in Buropa". I1 viaggio, quindi, &
stato organizzatc in modo ufficiale ricevendo 1l'avallo da parte
della S. Congregazione per 1'Educazione Cattolica e 1’incoraggia-
mentc e il sostegno del Segretariato per l’Unione dei Cristiani.

La scadenza del 1992, infatti, impegne le Chiese dell’Europa
occidentale nella riscoperta della loro dimensione trans-nazionele,
come anche il recente sviluppo degli avvenimenti in Unione Sovie-—
tica risveglia nelle Chiese dell’Est la speranza di un ricono-
scimento della loro identitda e della loro funzione storico-
culturale, Proprio tale frangente, allora, pud offrire all’Ateneo
S. Anselmo un’cccasione privilegiata per favorire il recupero di
comuni radici € di una comune vocezione attraverso la condivisione
della riscoperta del peculiare contributo che il monachesimo ha
dato alla formazione e allo sviluppo della cultura europea.

Roma, 15 marzo 1989
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Saint John's Abbey
Collegeville, Minnesota 56321

OQffice of the Abbot
2 November 1989

The Reverend Francisco Schulte, 0.S.B.

Dear Father Francisco:

I was about to write the letters tc Rome which you
recommended when Prior Jonathan informed me that
you would have to stay in North Carolina for a
number of weeks so that the doctor could monitor
the healing of your knee. I wonder now whether you
want to travel to Rome this fall or in January.
You were scheduled, if I am not mistaken, to return
to the United States for the second semester in
order to continue your studies in Mexico. Tt seems
that you could go directly to Mexico without
returning to Rome. Is this what you see as a
schedule?

Thank ‘vou for your letter of 19 October 1989 and
your remembrance of my tenth anniversary of the
abbatial blessing! Indeed, I remember that you and
Father Pepe made the long trip to Saint John's to
be in attendance at the ceremony. 1 also remember
our trip back in which we were making a decision
about the leadership of the school in Puerto Rico.

Tonight the Board of the Ecumenical Institute will
be acknowledged in Orchestra Hall when it gathers
together with over 2,000 other persons to hear a
premiere performance of a work by Merrill Bradshaw.
I look forward to hearlng this concert and meeting
with the Board members of the Institute. We have a
Board meeting this afternoon as well as tomorrow
morning. The Institute is proud of its twenty-one
years of existence and that 1s what we are
celebrating: its coming of age.

I wish you a steady recovery and a steady advance
in your studies!

Blessings and peace in the Lord!

Fraternally yours,

Abbot Jerome Theisen, 0.S5.B,

JT/ev
Phone 612 363-2544
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INFORMATION FOR THE ARCHIVES OF SAINT JOHN'S ABBEY
DATE: _ 3 j:nu.a.r/q 1274

NAME: R‘lymonJ (F_ra;nc:'scq) Gear‘jc _S_C,Au,/fc
!Baplismal) (Religious Where Different) (Middle) (Last}
BIRTH: _Cine innati //am/'/7lon Ohio Fe brua ry A 1953 -
{City) (County) (State) (Moath) (Day) {Year)
YOUR PATRON SAINT: _Francis of Assis¢ NAMEDAY: __#_Qetober
TRIENNIAL VOWS: Humacao, P R, 0 July 1934 Jilian Schmiesing 058
(Place) '(Date) (Before Whom) '

FINAL VOWS/OBLIGATION: Hwmacao , PR. 1l JLL? 1977 Landelin Robling, 058

{Place) {Date) {Bofore Whom)

ORDINATION; J—\u,ma_c,a_,o‘ P,R '1 J:.uuaro! H.‘}j Rt\'pﬁc’ GVDVG.S“
(Place) (Date) (Bishop)

FATHER'S FULL NAME: _

EA’I’-HER‘S BIRTHPLACE: -

FATHER'S NATIONAL DESCENT: _

FATHER'S RELIGION: DATE OF BIRTH:

HIGHEST LEVEL OF FATHER'S EDUCATION:

FATHER'S OCCUPATION: . ey
(When You Entered Monastery) iNow;j

FATHER'S ADDRFSS AND TEI EPHONE:

MULHEK'S MALDEN NAME:

MOTHER'S BIRTHPLACE:
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MOTHER'S NATIONAL DESCENT: Ger Dute
MOTHERS RELIGION: ~ CTho lic DATEOFBIRTH || Jane (730
HIGEST LEVEL OF MOTHER'S EDUCATION: B+ Y. ( Educa ‘Aon)

MOTHER'S OCCUPATIO!

\wanen 10u Lnlerea Monastery) (Now)

MOTHER'S ADDRESS AND TELEPHONE:

YOUR CAREEK BEFORE ENTERING THE MONASTERY ~ co//cde sTuden® : Univ. of
. Seuth o d IN

ELEMENT ARY: 5 k Cov
Es Hlls Sehoo (z .t (B )’ C;mﬂ,/ Hill, me 1964-45

SECONDARY: /1965~ g

Col io San  tonio A p Humacao, PR (o-12 -172/

UNDERGRADUATE: Hniv. of Notre Deme . Seuth Bend, 1¥ (Fresh laoh Y 1931~ 1973
D’ov: H'g'f'e} San Anbine Abad. ) ’Hum4(40‘} PR 13- '.};.D /!

S+ ohn's Univ. , 1939-19%4 Theol. , BA cum lawde, [9THe
PRIESTHOOD STUDIES: ,
ST SHNS l‘i'i-‘:_lfi'fdr a:nd sr.e;i-g.f coursesS n Hum._o/ﬂlt. !
o oc A
{.ffr'ﬂ'fu
GRADUATE: i¢§ (188
sl Fntificia Universida 6'36 ? o 5.TD
in !

POST-DOCTORAL:

OTHER:
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LIST YOUR BROTHERS AND SISTERS IN THE ORDER OF THEIR BIRTH. INCLUDE YOURSELF

IN THE REMAINING SPACE AND ON AN ADDITIONAL SHEET IF NECESSARY PUT DOWN ANY OTHER
ITEMS OF INFORMATION OR ACCOMPLISHMENTS OF YOURS THAT YOU THINK SHOULD BE
PERMANENTLY RECORDED.

k]

[ATE OF FORM: 19490
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LIST CHRONOLOGICALLY ALL THE MAJOR ASSIGNMENTS YOU HAVE RECIEVED SINCE PROFESS1ON

AND ORDINATION. Give (a) the Zype or mature of the work, e.g., assistant pasior of plumber or

math teacher in Prep school, (b) the Jocation, (c) the Ad) any Jehievemenis or

items of note, e.g., built parish hall in 1978, or Danforth grant in 1950.

c co 'ﬂico- /rls/ruc -7' Co ‘o Sa
Anfomio A.LAJ, Ham o cac, PR 9y - 1930

1% -1
Pas+or, %]:ﬁ;’h-:fea/'j::nj far,‘:lp oF SQ\. A,":"}vn'io Mm_-/ 19%%-19%0

o v

Cha.r/ain/ St. John's Prcr, ’75’0"/733,’ 19%¢ -198%

Foundina __ ar for Nispanics | Diccese oF R&,lgiql: NC
J 1983 -1 J
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IL PRIORD OOLLEGIO 8. ANSELMO
PIAZZA OAVALINRI DX MALTA, &
00159 ROMA

TBL. 578.00.78

29 June 1990

Rt. Rev. Abbot Jerome Theisen, 0.S8.B.
Saint John's Abbey
Collegeville, MN 56321

Dear Abbot Jerone,

In the application form for Fr. Francisco Schulte which
you returned two years ago, you indicated your desgire to
receive an annual report on his progress at Sant'Anselmo. I
must apologize for not doing this last year; the pressure of
other obligations prevented me from getting to it.

As you are undoubtedly aware, Fr. Francisco is a mature
monk with much experience and we are very happy to have him
with us. He has made a very positive contribution to
Sant'Anselmo. It is a sign of the esteem in which he is held
that he was elected this year to the senior council for next

vear.

Fr. Francisco's linguistic ability is certainly an asset
and has helped him to fit in very well both as regards
studies in Rome and community life. He was somewhat dis-
couraged by his health problems in the first part of this
year and the fact that he got off to a late start here in
Rome this year, but he seems to have bounced back from this

very well.,

He has kindly agreed to become one of my socii for one of
the English speaking groups next year and I look forward to
his collaboration.

with all best wishes to you and to your community and
looking forward to having two monks from St. John's with us

next year,

Yours sincerely

Morde St ms8r—

Mark Sheridan, 0.5.B.
Prior
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2 OcToBer 1990

Dear AeBoT JEROME,

As 1 PREPARE TO LEAVE“FOR ROME NEXT WEEK, I AM TRYING TO
GET ALL THE LITTLE DETAILS AND LOOSE ENDS FOR THE SCHOOL YEAR
TAKEN CARE OF, I NEED TO ASK YOU THE FAVOR OF WRITING OUR NOW
CUSTOMARY “ANNUAL LETTER"” TO PRIOR MARK SHERIDAN, INFORMING HIM
OF YOUR PERMISSION FOR OUR TRAVEL AT CHRISTMAS AND EASTER, IN
THE EVENT THAT SUCH TRAVEL WOULD ABSENT US FROM THE HOUSE BEFORE
SECOND VESPERS OF THOSE FEASTS.

I AM USING THE WORD "WE” OR “US" THIS TIME AROUND SINCE I
AM NO LONGER ALONE AT SANT’ ANSELMO; YOUR LETTER COULD BE WRITTEN
FOR FR. MICHAEL PATELLA AND MYSELF TOGETHER. As I RECALL, THE
MONKS ON "RECYCLAGE" NEED NO SUCH PERMISSION FOR TRAVEL.

I AM SORRY TO HASSLE YOU FOR THIS, BUT AS YOU KNOW, AT SANT/
ANSELMO THEY STILL STAND ON FORMALITIES AND THEY WILL HASSLE US 1F
WE HAVE NO WRITTEN PERMISSION FROM OUR ABBOT FOR PERIODIC TRAVEL, ETC.
S0, IF YOU WANT ME TO TAKE THE LETTER PERSONALLY I CAN DO SO, OR YOU
MAY PREFER TO MAIL IT "FORMALLY",

My RESEARCH IN MEXICO WAS VERY FRUITFUL, BUT I HAD LITTLE TIME
THIS SUMMER DUE TO FR, 'S NEED TO MEET WITH SOME OF OUR
MEXICAN ALUMNI., [ REALLY ENJOYED HAVING THERE FOR THE WEEK AND
WE WORKED CONSTANTLY DURING HIS VISIT, MEETING WITH FORMER STUDENTS,
PARENTS, ETC. IT ALSO LOOKS VERY PROMISING FOR THE PREP ScHooL TO
INITIATE A YEAR'S STUDY OF SPANISH IN MEXICO WITH THE STRONG POSSI-
BILITY OF HAVING A STUDENT AS WELL 'AS A TEACHER EXCHANGE. THIS EX-
POSURE 7O LATIN AMERICAN CULTURE IS EXTREMELY IMPORTANT FOR OUR
STUDENTS AND OUR SCHOOLS AS THOSE NEIGHBORING NATIONS MORE AND MORE
FORM COOPERATIVE RELATIONSHIPS WITH THE USA AND EACH OTHER., WE'VE
NEGLECTED OUR OWN “BACKYARD" TOO LONG,

['LL MAKE AN APPOINTMENT WITH TO SEE YOU BEFORE | LEAVE,
BUT | DO WANT TO THANK YOU AGAIN FOR YOUR SUPPORT AND INTEREST IN
THE STUDIES | AM ENGAGED IN. GOD WILLING, THIS YEAR WILL SEE THE
THESIS WRITTEN AND NEXT YEAR SHOULD SEE THE FINAL DETAILS COMPLETED
$0 [ cAN DEFEND IT AND PUBLISH IT, THEN [ CAN COME HOME AND NEST....
THAT WILL BE WONDERFUL,

FRATERNALLY, o
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Saint John's Abbey
Collegeville, Minnesota 56321

Office of the Abbot

29 QOctober 1950

The Reverend Francisco Schulte, 0.S.B.
Collegio di San't Anselmo

Piazza Cavalieri di Malrta, 5

00153 Rome, Italy

Dear Father Francisco:

Enclosed you will f£ind a copy of a letter which I
wrote to Father Mark Sheridan. I included another
copy in a recent letter which I wrote to Father
Michael Patella. I hope it is satisfactory to
everyone concerned.

By have Hi will
res er as sal hn's
Uni Searc 111 its

first meeting tonight to set up a schedule and to
list criteria to judge the various candidates for
the office. I have asked the Seaxrch Committee to
look only at monks from Saint John's Abbey since I
am confident that we have serious and viable
candidates within the monastery. This has not been
acceptable to all the faculty but I think it is
proper at this time in our history. A Benedictine
can understand the politics of the monastery and
can also represent the Benedictine values of
education as we embody them here on this campus. I
hope to have a name to present to the Board of
Regents by the middle of January. The Search
committee will be asking for recommendations and
you are surely free to present your candidates.

I envy vour time in Rume, especially during this
month of October. I remember October as being a
warm but not hot month in Rome. There is something
fresh about the beginning of another school yeax
and visiting the many sacred sites around Rome. I
will have to wait for two years to experience Rome
once again. Our next Congress of Abbots occurs in
September of 1992.

Phone 612 363-2544
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The Reverend Francisco Schulte, 0.S.B.
29 October 1990
Page Two

I had a good visit with Fathers Germain, Gregory
and David at Saint Bernard's Parish last week.
They are working hard but seem to be optimistic
about the direction of the parish. It was a long,
hot summer for the administration of the parish but
many problems are being solved at the present time
and plans are being made for the future. I hope
they can go ahead with the renovation of the church
which is badly in need of remodeling.

I am sure you had a good summer at Saint John's and
in Mexico. You seem to be on target with your
research and writing. I wish you the best in your
reading and research.

The Lord's blessings be with you!

Fraternally yours,

Abbot Jerome Theisen, 0.S.B.

JT/ev
Enclosure
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Dear Abbot Jerome, 11 January 1991

Happy New Year and greetings from a spring-like Rome! In

your letter to me before Christmas I recall you reminiscing on
your time in Rome and how much you enjoyed the pleasant weather;
you sure would like this past week’'s temperatures! While I'm not
ready to bet money that spring has actually arrived now, I can
say that it feels like it has--especially after & very bitter
spell earlier on, plus record snows in the mountains and up

north. Compared to Minnesota we are practically having a heat

wave.
In addition to greeting you in this new year,

you at the formal request of a gentleman from Urbania, the little
town (in Le Marche) where I did my Italian studies and where Fr.
Michael Patella recently followed suit. Please let me explain
his' regquest.

The gentleman in question, a Rogationist layman, is the coor-
dinator af a carefully organized program of ministry with the
young adults and youth of Urbania. Under his direction a major
fund-raising and organizational campaign is in the final stages
of completion--its goal to dramatically improve the spiritual
ministry with their local young people, as well as the total
renovation of the complex of buildings dedicated to this minis-—
try. As I understand it there is a large meeting facility, a
theater for movies and dramatic performances, a number of
athletic fields/courts, and a residence for a number of priests
and/or Religious engaged in this ministry. It is the last item
that concerns 5t. John's.

It seems that the Rogationist clergy originally set up this
but were obliged to withdraw from the diocese a number
of years ago. Since then no priest has warked with the area’s
youth, who are genuinely good and genuinely religious, but now
"on their own"”. The local clergy is aged (the youngest one in
town is in his 60°'s) and unable, if not unwilling, to minister to
the needs of contemporary Italian young people. Consequently,
the town has experienced a significant falling away from the
Church of those young adults who have traditionally been the most
active and involved in the local church’s life. The young people
tend to feel negplected at best and purposely overlooked in favor
of the "pie donne" at worst. This phenomenon of losing the youth
in significant numbers has many of the local, active laity
worried to the point of desperation. It 'is this group, led by
the gentleman in question, that has made enormous efforts to do
what lies within their power tp hold omn to the youth by providing
the personal attention and the physical locale for ministry that
they feel the yowng people need. The one thing they do not have
within their power to do, of course, is to provide priests and
Religious to dedicate themselves to this ministry. That's whetre
they need help, and why they came to me.

They know of me from some part-time pastoral work I did in
the Urbania area when I lived there and when I make periodic
return visits to the Benedictine Nuns at the monastery where 1
resided. Knowing me personally, and knowing that I come from a
large community of other monks, 'they asked me to write this

appeal to you.

I am writing

ministry,
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These lay persons have reached the limit of what they per-
sonally can do and are now begging us-—literally-—for priestly
participation and direction in what they have built up. The
local Archbishop, Qf course, has no one. The gentleman says they
are looking for a "young" priest--or 2 or 3 young priests—-able
to assist them with an initial commitment of time (3 to 5 years)
to get the ministry started well. While a single priest would be
better than the current "more", they are aware that a small group
of ordained and non-ordained monks would be the ideal.

Apparently there were once 3 or 4 Rogationist priests involved.

I realize perfectly how strapped we are to meet our own per-
sonnel needs, but I did promise this gentleman that I would write
you, Abbot Jerome, to explain the situation and forward his
request. I explained to him that humanly speaking I thought it
unlikely that we would have pecple available, but I also said,
sincerely, that God has often surprised me when I least thought
it possible. So, I am "casting a fleece before the Lord'", as we
would say in North Carolina, to see what the Lord can do.

In addition to the youth ministry, there .are also two other
"angles" to a Benedictine presence in Urbania. 1) The chance to
be instrumental in the refounding of the Benedictine presence in
Urbania and its surrounding area. It was a major Benedictine
Abbacy from the 700‘s through the 1700°'s--a constant presence
that has died out entirely in the region, except for the Benedic-
tine Nuns, present uninterruptedly since the 1200's. We have
even been offered the use of a number of suitable pieces of prop-
erty and churches/monasteries. 2) The possibility of providing
the same Bemedictine Nuns with a monk as their chaplain, at least
far a few years, as they bravely attempt to adapt to these
changed times by becoming more open, by having a greater contact
with the local people through days of reflection, retreat work
and the like. They desperately need assistance in this process
and any monks we might have in Urbania for awhile could provide
such guidance and assistance in charity.

Well, this is a long, long letter, but one I did promise to
write. I would simply ask you to consider these items, prayer-
fully, as possible invitations from the Lord for us te branch out
in ways we never considered before, responding in charity and
from our own "want'" to pleas for assistance from a sister church
and a sister Benedictine community. With that, I end my appeal
in the name of the Christian community in Urbamia and in the name
of the Benedictine Nuns there.

All of us at Sant’' Anselmo are doing well: Michael, Robin,
Jan and myself, though I've personally had'a very poor, very
unproductive first semester. This has me guite discouraged, if I
am totally honest with you, but I am working steadily now and
pray that this next semester will be better.

Healthwise, I am sprry to report that my knee has worsened.
In late October I took a fall into a hole in the pavement,
spraining my ankle rather severely and wrenchimg my knee again.
While there tends to be a constant, dull pain with periodic
flare—ups of more acute pain, I can certainly put up with it
until I return to Collegeville in the spring. ' There's no way I
will let any local suigeon touch my knee, especially when I had
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complications after the operation, even in the Btates. Your

prayers, of . course, will be appreciated!
Your last circular letter informs me that you’ll be on the

road a lot these next weeks. Be sure that I will be praying for
you on your -travels, hoping your trips and.meetings will. be pro-
ductive. God bless you, Abbot Jerome. Please greet the com—

munity for me.
Fraternally,

'f/xam.a.'.ac.o
Francisco R, Schulte, 0.5.B.
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Saint John's Abbey
Collegeville, Minnesota 56321

Office of the Abbot

11 March 1991

The Reverend Francisco Schulte, 0.S.B.
Collegio dl Sant' Anselmo

Piazza Cavalieri di Malta, 5

00153 Rome, Italy

Dear Father Francisco:

Nttt

fram Saint John's for this kind of ministry. You
realize that we have too few monks for our own

ministries on campus, specifically the p school
and the college. But I understand y need to
make es ponse to the
PEX SO o ed r¥. It is un-
fortu t provide some-
one from his own archdiocese or even from some
religious r. I get the imp many
towns and ies in Italy are more

clergy and religious.

I am still in the process of looking for a new

subprior a new vocation ctor. will
have noti from the ballot I am s ating
the two offices because it is easier to f£ind two
persons for t ions ra than who
would have the ions to both ces.

The Senior Council and the Abbot's Staff have
will make a

a to Japan. I

the first of

April.

Father Hilary i orward well exrved
sabbatical. I will to sp sone
time in England himse r the ching
of . He was well as a Shake re
sch students of the praised him ly

for his knowledge of Shakespeare and his dramatic
presentations of various passages. The Board of

Phone 612 363-2544

ore v . s
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The Reverend Francisco Schulte, 0.S.B.
11 March 1991
Page Two

Regents will hold a bangquet in his honor on the
11th of May and the university will probably hold
other recognition dinners toward the end of the

school year.

I hope that this semester is going better than
last. I noted that you were discouraged with your
progress during the £fall term. I suppose this 1is
to be expected since most candidates for a doctor's
degree meet road blocks from time to time. I hope
the problem is not a matter of finding enough
material to research. Perhaps your being in Rome
distracts you from the work at hand since I can
imagine many people come by to visit the Holy City
and expect personal tours. One needs to govern
tours as well as trips elsewhere. To complete a
degree requires a good bit of determination and
stability. Many of us have found that out as we
got into the writing stages of our work.

I hope that your knee feels better now! You surely

will need to have this looked at by your doctor in
North Carclina when you return to the states this

spring.

Please give my greetings to our confreres. I trust
they are in good health and spirits.

May the Lord bless all of you during these last
days of lent and holy week!
Fraternally yours,

Abbot Jerome Thelsen, 0.S.B.

JT/ev

0SB SCHULTE_00426



aVLA‘VﬁZth

Francisco R. Schulte, 0.S.B.

Thesis '"prospectus" for S§.T.D. /{“
as registered and approved. )

e -

= ay S
"Spiritualitas Mexicana divinae electionis ad missionem:
Eius fontes in editis sermonibus Guadalupensibus, 1661-1821"

"A Mexican Spirituality of Divine Election for a Mission
Its Sources in Published Guadalupan Sermons, 1661-1821"

INTRODUCTION
I. Content of Thesis

A. God’s provident love for the pecple of Mexirco

B. Mary’s mission in the evangelization of Mexico

C. Mexico’s mission in universal salvation history

IT. Reasons for choosing thesis

US Bishops’ Pastoral on Bilspanics in U8 Church
Growing presence of Hispanics in US Church
Pre-eminence of Mexican-Americans among US Hispanics
Ignorance of Hispanic Spirituality in US Church
Insights from 17th & 18th century Guadalupan sermons
Timeliness of such a study during "5th Centenary”

HEYQws

PART ONE: "ET UNDE HOC MIHI UT VENIAT MATER DOMINI MEI AD ME?"
THE PRESENCE OF MARY OF GUADALUPE IN MEXICO

CHAPTER 1: A COLLECTION OF PUBLISHED GUADALUPAN SERMONS: HIS-
TORICAL BACKGROUND AND CONTEXT
I. Mexico at the time of the Guadalupan event
A. The apparitions of Mary of Guadalupe
B. The "message" communicated by Mary of Guadalupe
III. Mexico at the time of the Guadalupan sermons
A. Political overview of the 17th & 18th centuries
B. Ecclesiastical overview of the 17th & 18th centuries

CHAPTER 2: A COLLECTION OF PUBLISHED GUADALUPAN SERMCONS: A DE&-
CRIPTION
I. The significance of the sermons
A. Were preached in “golden age" of sacred oratory
B. Preserve theology and spirituality of their time
C. Were important instruments of religious instruction
1. Preached by most prominent ecclesiastics
2. Preached originally on significant occasions
3, Preached originally to important audiernces
Were formally approved before publication
1. Ecclesiastical approval
2. Civil approval
Were widely circulated once published
e characteristics of the sermons
Are usually "panegyric'" in nature
Are based on scriptural texts
Are usually rich in use of scripture
Are frequently rich in patristic material

=

II. T

Vatwrom

OSB SCHULTE 00427



Francisco R. Schulte, 0.5.B.
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A. Biographical information
B. Theological contributions
IV. Relationship to European sermons/preaching
A, Similarities
B. Differences

CHAPTER 3: A COLLECTION OF PUBLISHED GUADALUPAN SERMONS: AN ANAL-
YSIs
1. Sermons’ use of Scripture
A, Ways Scripture used by preachers:
1. Literal
2. Allegorical
3. Metaphorical
B. Interpretations of Scriptural material
1. In accord with authentic tradition
2. Against authentic tradition
II. Sermons’ use of Patristic material
A. Continuity with Patristic material
B. Discontinuity with Patristic material
III. Sermons’ use of Theology
A. Mariology related to Christology
1. Continuity with tradition
2. Discontinuity with tradition
B. Mariology related to Ecclesiology
1. Continulty with tradition
2. Discontinuity with tradition
C. "Original" theological contributions or developments
found in the sermons
IV. Sermons’ anticipation of current theological and spiritual
concerns
Mary’s authentic relationship to Christ/Church
B. Contribution of the poor/lowly to Church and society
C. Centrality of the "preferential option for the poor"
D. Importance of inculturation
E. Renewed understanding of evangelization/mission

>

PART TWO: "NON FECIT TALITER OMNI NATIONI": MEXICO’S GUADALUPAN
SPIRITUALITY OF DIVINE ELECTION FOR A MISSION

CHAPTER 4: GOD'S LOVE FOR THE PEOPLE OF MEXICO
I. Manifested in the "fullness of time"
II. Expressed in a unique manner

CHAPTER 5: MARY’S MISSION IN THE EVANGELIZATION OF MEXICO
I. A unique post-Assumption instance of Mary's direct
cooperation in Christ’s work of redemption
A. Manifesting God’s love for the people of Mexico
B. Proclaiming the Gospel of Jesus Christ in Mexico
C. Establishing the Church of Jesus Christ in Mexico
D. Sustaining the Church of Jesus Christ in Mexico
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III. In continuity with petristic tradition
IV. In continuity with theological tradition

CHAPTER 6: MEXICO'S MISSION IN UNIVERSAL SALVATION HISTORY
I. Once evangelized, converted and established in the faith:
to serve as a seed-bed for the faith’'s replanting in the
"new world"
II. To nourish the universal Church

A. Demonstrating fidelity to moral responsibilities
B. Living faith in constancy and fidelity
C. Giving testimony to God’s limitless love
D. Illustrating an authentic devotion to Mary

CONCLUSIONS: MEXICO, BLESSED AND SQURCE OF BLESSING
I. Mexico, beloved and blessed people of God
ITI. Mexico, beloved and blessed children of Mary
III. Mexico, a source of blessing for others
A. Mexico’s Guadalupan spirituality is a blessing for
many, especially during the celebration of the "bth

Centenary"

1. To correct disparaging views of American pecples,
cultures and spiritualities at time of the "dis-
covery"

2. To recognize the unique contributions made to the
universal Church by the Church in Mexiceo

B. Mexico’s Guadalupan spirituality is a special blessing
for the Church in North America

1. To enrich and diversify its spiritual life

2. To promote authentic Marian devotion

C. Mexico’s Guadalupan spirituality is & blessing which
can help interpret the "signs of the times" currently
experienced by the universal Church

1. Decline of Christianity in Western Europe

2. Rebirth of Christianity in Eastern Europe

3. Rapid expansion of Christianity in developing
nations
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f;l___. "Spiritualitas Mexicana divinae electionie ad missionem: Eius
fontes in editis sermonibns Quadalupensibug, 1661 - 1BZ1"

"A Mexican Spirituality of Divine Election for a Mission: its
Sources in Published Guadalupan Sermons, 16861 - 1821"

The December 1531 apparitions of Mary of Guadalupe are a
peculiar manifestation of an entire people’s divine election for
a mieeion. Rich in biblical assdclatione, Mexico's divine elec-
tion evokes the special relationship between Yahweh and Israel,
chosen to be a priestly people.

God demonstrated a providential love for the recently con-
quered peoples of the Americas by sending them the Virgin Mary,
Mother of “the True God, through whose favor we live". She
proclaimed Jesus to them and promised that ehe and her divine Son
would hear their criees, comfort their sorrowe and remedy their
variled pains. Thus Mary cooperated with God s work of founding
the Church of Jesus Christ in the new world, where Mexico was to
become a fertile seed-bed for the faith newly replanted from an
0ld world divided by hereesy and religious strife.

A spirituality growing from the Mexican people’s firm convie-
tion of their special place in God s--and Mary s--love is at the
heart of a collection of published Guadalupan sermons. Limiting
nyself to those sermons published between 1661 and 1821, a
"golden age of sacred oratory" in Mexico, I examine the
Quadalupan spirituality of divine eleciion embodisd therein.

A ®brief section outlining the contente of the thesis and the
reasons for selecting this toplc introduces the body of the text,
which is divided into two major parts. Part One, comprising
three chapters, begins by sketching the historical context of
Mexico at the time of the Guadalupan apparitione and during the
period represented by the sermons. The sermons are then
described in detall: their significance, characteristicse, authors
and relationship to Buropsan sermons of the time, A critilcal
evaluation of the use of scriptural, patristic snd theological
materials according to the exegetical knowledge and homiletic
style of the times concludes Part One, though not without
indicating issues of current theological and spiritual concern
"anticipated" in the sermons. -

Part Two is a detailed exposition in three chaptere of
Mexico s Guadalupan spirituality of divine election for a mis-
sion. God s love holds primacy of place: providentially
manifested in "the fullness of time" and in & truly unique man-
ner, it was Love that sought out the people of Mexico, chose them
for a special mission and sent them the Mother of God as their
apostle, evangelizer and founder of the Church of Jesus Christ in
the new world. Thus God willed Mary to cooperate in the work of
Mexico’s redemption in Christ--a participation solidly in con-
tinuity with traditional biblical, patristic and theological
teaching. The second part closes with & description of Mexico’s
svelving understanding of its divine election: not &as a cause for
boasting but for a mission in the wider Church.

A concluding section accentuates--and suggesate some practical
applicatione of--the major emphasis of the theels: the people

Mexico are uniquely blessed and graced by God, thus becoming a
source of grace and blessing for others.
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Saint John's Abbey
Collegeville, Minnesota 56321

Office of the Abbot
11 December 1991

The Reverend Francisco Schulte, 0.S.B.
Collegio di Sant' Anselmo

Piazza Cavalieri di Malta, 5

Rome, Italy

Dear Father Francisco:

I hope you received the FAX of the letter which T
sent on 6 December 1991. I was not entirely sure
of the FAX number so I used the one that Abbot
Primate Victor gave us in one of his recent
letters. This might wvery well FAX letters into his
office but I hope he understands that we are often
in doubt about the numbers of the telephones at
Sant' Anselmo!

et 0 QQ

mind and sense of humor. The Search Committee of
which I am a member has narrowed the field to three
candidates and we have already interviewed these
three and listened to their introduc lecture to
the faculty and students. Now we to hammer
out the pros and cons of each candidate.

You might wish to know that Dr.

has received a post at Tiibingen vers ty n
Germany. She sent a memo to members of the
theology department and 1 of gy to the
effect that she has acc this to teach
litu ogy in the Catholic faculty of the uni-
vers Bishop Walter Kasper approved of her
appointment to this chair.

Father has in ct re from the
facult guite He from the

faculty resident's yoom in Saint Thomas Hall to a
room in Saint Raphael Hall where he can receive
daily care. He a the monastery
on an ¢ cart and n to associate
with the community im the basement recreation room.
The doctors are not able to do much for his weak
heart; he contracted some kind of viral disease
after his return from a sabbatical and has not been
able to recover from it.

Phone 612 363-2544
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The Reverend Francisco Schulte, 0.S.B.
11 December 1991
Page Two

You have seen the pictures of the groundbreaking
ceremonies for the new dormitory in Flynntown.
This dormitory will be apartment style to meet the
desires of many upperclassmen in the college. We
want to lure students back to campus whexe they
will have a fuller experience of college life. The
building should be ready for occupancy next August.

I t
th e
de Y
will you with r ive to pursue
your Pexrhaps c you will be

able to give more undivided attention to your
dissertation.

The Father Dunstan case is stll)l unsolved in the
sense that the insurance company lawyers as well
the lawyers of the plaintiff have not come to an
agreement on what the damages should be. I doubt
that the case will come to trial since very few do
reach this stage. Perhaps in a few months we will
have some resolution to this issue.

I am looking forward to the workshop after
Christmas, the one devoted to envisioning. Father
John Klassen and his Envisioning Committee has done
a great service in polling the community about its
present perception of monastic life and its vision
of the future. You are receiving these documents,

I am sure.

I wish you and Father Michael a blessed Christmas!

Fraternally yours,

Abbot Jerome Theisen, ©.S.B.

JT/ev
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“Saint John's Abbey
.Collegeville, Minnesota 56321

Office of the Abbot

6 December 1991

The Reverend Francisco Schulte, 0.S.B.
Collegio di Sant' Anselmo

Piazza Cavalieri di Malta, 5

Rome, Italy

Dear Father Francisco:

You may inform Father Prior of Sant' Anselmo that
you and Father Michael Patella have permission to
leave the college before Christmas in order to
accompany confreres from Saint John's. I give the
same permission for Holy Week.

I trust your studies are going well. I'll send a
more detailed letter later.

Greetings to Father Michael!

A blessed Advent and Christmas!

Praternally yours,

Abbot Jerome Theisen, 0.S.B.

JT/ev

Phone 612 363-2544
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Rome, Italy 14 Qctober 1981

De A t Jerome,: :
Ci I arrived here mafely on October 9 after a long but

un  en 1 trip. I have to admit that I'm pretty tired of all
th t elling; if I can stay over here till Christmas of 1992
wh I pe to be finighed,I"1ll do so0. It would make that

up in the thesis. I think I can see the end of this.

Sant’ Anselmo is full to the rafters this year with monks and
non-Benedictine students as well, We have all of the rooms
oocupied and have even put people in rooms formerly used for
offices and "club rooms" when there were extra rooms to be had.
I'm looking forward to meeti all the new people: there are go
mony of them this year! The tallan liturgical group is o big
that they’ re moving intoc the nglish chapel tomorrow. 1'm happy
to be back in the Spanish ch el that we started last year--a

nice group from all over the world.
In addition to the Refectory and Chapter Room getling painted

times to catch me are around Bam [local time)] (before morning
prayer and Mase), from 8:30am-9:30am (before I leave for school),
from 2:00pm-3:00pm (hefore I return to school) and from 9:30pm-
11:00pm (while I'm in my room studying before bhed). 1 look for-
ward to hearing your voice on my phone some day! By the way,
please inform the information center in the Great Hall that the
tel one number for Sant” Ansel is now 1y number, in the
r 8 aLisu  ap ghould Michael
v he is now back at Sant’” Anselmo after the

an
Patella’'s Apparentl
Maryknoll house underwent removation, forcing out the "guests'

I hope he“ 11 be happy this time around....
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egpecially our talk on October 4th; it means a lot to me to ees
you and catch-up with what’s happening at home, as well as to

share with you what’s happening in my own life. I genuinely
5 we'd had ti to talk

a reci your conce r a
m e. ps when th gr i i ed and I re xn to Col-
1 evil ere will b e e h e soc. Anyw , thanks

b car nd- thanke el ] t e. It help a lot.

Please keep me in your prayers this year more than ever and
know that you 're in mine each day. In particular I'm praying for
you as you deal with the difficult problems that confronted us
this summer. I pray for you and for those confreres most in need
of some peace, some healing and some support. Xnow that I'm
grateful to God for vou, Abbot Jerome. Take care and God bless'

Fraternally,

FAames co
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ROME 16 December 1991
Dear family and friends,

Once more it’e the time cf year when so many of cur friends
and clasemates studying in Rome returrn to their families or reli-
.gioug communities for the vacation, repeating the time-honored
tradition of offering to hand-carry mail with them to the States
or Great Britain. I°11 take advantage of their kindneses to send
along the up-date you've come to expect (%), as well zg my per-
gonal greetings to esch of you.

Well, to esay the least, it's been a very busy semester. I
arrived in Rome on October 9 and registered at the Gregorian
University for what I hope are the last three claseses of my
academic career. They're on "Spiritual Direction and Formation”,
"Introduction to Symbolic Language” and "The Evangelization of
the Indiane in Iberoanerica in the 16th-18th Centuries”. At
least two of the three clagees are excellent.. ..

My last classes will be on December 17th, after which I hope
to epend eome time working on my Thesis. BSince I've mpent the
first semester concentrating on the class work the Thesis has
been on "hold" until now. The classes end in late January and
then we have Final Exame through mid February. By that time my
Director should’'ve returned from his semester in Latin America
teaching in various seminariee. At that point all of my time and
energy will be dedicated to writing the Thesie. A

I'm planning to remain in Rome for a good part of the
Christmas vacation in order to organize Thesis material for my
Director to review when he returns. This 1l he my firet
Christmas in Rome and I'm actually looking forward to a quiet cune
thie time around. A number of monks and students from S5t. John's
will be coming through Rome during these next few weeks, so I can
also epend some time with them. It should be an enjoyvable time.

Please know that you're very much in my prayers every single
day. At the moment the people and special intentions I pray for
daily is some B pages long; you are on that list and &re never
forgotten. I really can’'t tell you how much I appreciate all of
you who are lovingly supporting me with you prayers, as well as
with letters and phone calls, While it sometimes gete to be a
bit discouraging over here, I have never once felt alone or
forgotten, thanks to you. As we celebrate at Christmas God e
loving gift of self teo ug- in the person of Jesus--"God wlth us"--
please accept my own sincere thanks for the way youn all gift me
with your love. I &am genuinely humbled by such love and can only
thank vou from the bottom of my heart for it.

be the best way of expressing my gratitude, I'11 remember you
and your special intentions as I celebrate Eucharist throughout
the Chrigtmas season. I ask "the child and his mother” to make
palpable in your life the love that God has for each one of us.
God bless you during this grace-filled and holy eeason!

MERRY CHRISTMAS AND A BLESSED NEW YEAR!

St
% )%}ma‘/“

0SB SCHULTE 00438



W~Z0O137 - SECURITY ~ YOU MAY NOT UPDATE ON THIS SCREEM

023 TRANSACTION INQUIRY ACCT DESC:
C.00
SCREEN: ACCT: MONTH{OO = ALL): 00 BALANCE: 24.749.69
. —ﬂ
CTL TC REF DATE DESCRIPTION AMOUNT I BATREF OFF3ET ACCT
4080 048 07/24 RAYMOND*SCHULTE 500.00 APC213
4080 048 08714 MN*AAA 427.00 APC2L9
4080 048 0B/16 RAYMOND*SCHULTE 500.00 APC220
4080 048 09/18 RAYMOND*3CHULTE &.000,00 ARCZ3D
4080 060 10/01 BOOKSTORE SBALES 41.90 JBKO77 0-16000-1358&
4080 060 10/05 BOOKSTORE BALES . 30.85 JBKOB1 0-1l600N-1358
4080 048 10/18 RAYMOND*SCHULTE 2,700.00 APC23%
4080 030 10719 CASHIER 19.30- JCTO95
4080 030 11/02 CABHIER . 19.30~ JOCT11ll
4080 04B 11/13 RAYMOND*SCHULTE 4,200.00 APC247
4080 048 12/18 RAYMOND*BCHULTE 500.00 APC25¢&
4080 06&0 12/30 MISCELLANEOUS ENTRI 650.00~ JJELS0 1-11080-3034
4080 048 01/15 RAYMOND*BCHULTE 1,400.00 APC262
4080 048 02/14 RAYMOND*GCHULTE 500,00 APC271
4080 Q48 03/14 RAYMOND*B8CHULTE 1,200.00 APC273
CONTINUED

W—Z0137 - SECURITY - YOU MAY NOT UPDATE ON THIS BCREEN

023 TRANSACTION INQUIRY ACCT DESC: SCHULTE. FRANCISCO
BUDGET : 0.00
SCREEN: ACCT: MONTH(OO = ALL): 00 BALANCE: 24.749.69
CcTL TG REF DATE DESCRIPTION AMOUNT I BATREF OFFSET ACCT
4080 048 04/16 RAYMOND*SCHULTE 2.650.00 APCZB&a
4080 048 05/14 RAYMOMD*SCHULTE APZ238
4080 048 06/13 RAYMOND*GCHULTE APC308
4080 0&0 06/30 9126-WRITE OFF MONK J6C209 1-11060-3601
END OF DATA
i Yoq2
Eotalog s 4 o

.. 1490
LJA
Phors #

0SB SCHULTE_00439



10 Januwary 1992
Dear Abbot Jerome,;

. @Greetings! . Your letter drri d- heré: yes xd --about a month
after it was .mailed. OCh weéll... _Such.is t I lian postal
service: the most expensive, lea efficient n e world,
T nks for wr ing and for the ' ristmas greetings. I hope you
g the card. sent you; I-mail all my Christmas, cards US pocst
W h a return g American frién it’s 3 times faster and a third
of the price of the Vatican or Italian post.:

I was maddened and scmewhat taken aback to hear of Fr.

‘s death. While I knew he was seriously 111 I didn’t real-
ize he was #o close to death. I offered the Eucharist for his
intention last Thursday. I hope he "returns the favor” and prays
for St. John's now; we carn sure uéé some good "replacements” in -
the Abbey after so mahy recent deathg. Thank God the Vocations
team ie doing such excellent work these days.

“ Timo wee here for 3 daye din late Decembsr and then went on to
Tel Aviv to meet Jerome Tupa and their group. I'm afraid Timo

had a bad return to Italy: firet Alitalis lost his luggage on the
w - over, hen t Yy can Je w g fIiL =
6 anding ost o the g er a vy or
f ally a ived Jeru he C ‘got

& wetor in Ie el’s i o got t
& lni's rse,. At e: . d to

" Rome. After a rather "guiet" Ch s re, 1 &

Sant” Anseldhio emptied out .over the -

friendly company again. _ Ve ;
like & tomb. At least I'got some work:

holidays and the.place was
dorie ! : )
Fire® semester clagges asre over on January 26, followed by
Final Exams and a few days of break béfore the secdnd semester
starts in mid-February. I hope 1711 be done with required
classes FOREVER. I hope.... After last year's "surprise” I have
& pretty high anxiety quotient, waibting for the next digaster to
happen. Anyway, my Director returns at the end of the =zemester
and I can sit down with him and plot out our plan of action.
Later in the second gemester L1711 report back to you and FPrior
Jonathan on my progress. Should I be clipping along then, and if
I don’t need to go back to Mexieco for further resemrch, I may
gtay in Rome over the summer in order to catch up a little.

I°ve done my hest to fend off guests and have had fairly good
success, though there are ALWAYS St. John’'s types coming through
Rome. You can imagine what it could be like if I actwally ABKED
people to visit me! No rest for the wicked.... ,

Have & good semester, Abbot Jerome. Count on my prayers for
vou and yvour ministry in our community, especlally as vou promote
the visioning procese. And pleiase do keep me updated on the
etatus of the Guest House. Since my ministry, in spirituality at
the Abbey will probably be clogely associated with that project,
‘Id really appreciate being informed (and comsulted...?) from

time to time. Thanks. )
With every warnm greeting for you and the confrerees, I am

Fraternally, - )
7L/M.M eAdCo
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‘ 21 May 1992
Dear Abbot Jerome,

and I juet esald good-bye. Since tomorrow is his
last day of rieetinge he won't have sny time for ug to get
together again, so we decided to vigit 8%, Paul-Outeide-the-Walls
today and then have lunch together., Being with in Rome and
Spaln has given me the chance to talk with him & number of times.

‘s presence has really been helpful.

Yesterday I was able to regolve my "dlrector problem” at the
Gregorian. Ae Jonathan probably explained to you, my theeis
director informed me last week that the Gensral is sending him to
Peru in three weeks--for a five year assignment. He & needed in
Lima to teach on the Theology Faculty of the Univereity and to
help stabilize the situstion there. Sinece it’'s the oldest
university in the hemlsphere snd ig under the care of the Loycla
Province of the Jesuits, they wanted esomeone of proven excellence
to take over.

While thie may well be good news for Fr. , it 1eft me
and 12 other "directeee" in the lurch, wiltheut a director, I'm
concerned about having to changs diresctors 1n mid-etream; to lose
comeone &8 qualified ag Fr. will oblige me to gettle for
someone who is gecond beet regarding my ares of speclalization.

I had to tell Fr. . rcezretfully, that hle suggestion that
I accompany him %o Lima &g a fellow Theology vrofessor and "part-
time thesis writer” 1s not really an option for us. It wase,
however, & fascinating 1dea and a flattering offer....

In lieu of Fr. I"ve been he
of the Ingtitute of Spirituality, Fr. a8
thesis director. He wasg mctually enthueisstic about taking over,
which makes for an odd situaticn: Fr. was the one who

cauged me so much pailn lagt yvear. You may recall that he told me
I'd have to take a number of additionsl clssmes for credit. He
edmitted that he orlginally told me I was exenpt from those
clasees, but that he had "made & mietake". All doctoral studente
muet take & certaln number of claepges for credit before beglnning
worlk on thelr thesis--st lesst thore who haven ™t firet done &
License at the Gregorian.

I took the additional clagees this fall, including

s, and all went well, I got along fine in Fr.

class and he gave me & "10" on his finsl exem. New I think he
feels bad zbout lagt year and is trying to "make up” for it by
weregonally becoming my new direector, It won 't hurt to have the
Preside for my director at the time of the defenge; ha's also
fairly familiar with the topic I™m invegtigating. A potential
disaster has been averted and thinge are hack on scheduls, thank

God.

So, deppite this chenge in directors, I gtill hove to finish
my thesis sometime around Christmaeg 1982, ag you and I discuesed
lzgt eummer. Singce I began the writing stage my progreseg has
been gteady and my work well received. By the time you get to
Rome in September I°1l have a more concrete evaluation of where
things stand. We can look at the esituation together then,

By the way, Prior Mark Sheridan has given me pernmission to
remain at Sant’ Anselmo during the summer in order to use the
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Mexican referenoe works in my “personal library" here. With the
university libraries closed during the eummer my own booke are
eseential to my writing. I offered to work at the Congrees and
Mark said, "Great!" They must nsed volunteer workers badly.

I'm looking forward to seeing you in September, Abbot Jerome.
I hope we can spend some time together, It's one thing to write
or to call but much better to slt down and talk in perecn. Get-
ting to vislt with you will be a big encoursgement for me; it's
been hard having to deal with thinge elone and at such & dis-
tance,

Please keep me in your prayers, a& 1 do you and your minletry
to our community. I°1l remember everyone at home during the
Retreat especislly., Till later, God hlese.

Fraternally,

o )
thameyco
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31 July 1992
Dear Abbot Jerome,

I'm taking advantage of Fr. 5 rehurn to the
States to send thisg letter to you, Before you arrive here in
September I wanted to say that I'm looking forward to seeing you at
the Congrese (I'1l be at Sant”™ Anselmo then, helping-out on the
worly crew). I know that you’ll have & full schedule and will be
occupled with any number of gatheringse, but I hope you’ll have a
free evening or two so we can share a meal together and visit, I°d
1ike that a lot.

It's been a full month now since the official summer bresk
began and I can assure you that it’s as hot in Rome as I ever
remember it being in Minnesota or in North Carolina! Have you
spent many summers in Rome? Ags I recall, you like hot weathesr. The
summer that I arrived here (during the last Congress of Abbots) I
remember frying in the a at the tification ceremony
in 8t. Peter's plazza; sat n to me and all the
Abbots were on the fromt steps because of Cardinal Dusmet’s
beatification. and I put our cowls up to shade us from the
gun but & black habit was no great protection. That same evening
Timo hoeted us all (you, Abbot John, Eric and myeelf) for a meal at
his Embassy friends  home. He made some excellent pasta....

My writing ie coming along; this is really the ideal setiing
for getting work done with few interruptions. Prior Mark was kind
enough to malke an exception to the "no students” rule normally in
vigor at Sant’ Anselmo during the summer, o I'm literally the only
student in the house all summer. There are a very few professors
who come and go, plug some workers. 411 in all we a&are barely a
dozen at table. I prefer the relaxed atmosphere during the summer
to the more formal "European' atmosphere that reigns during the
year.
Did you know thsat your name is being mentioned frequently as
one ¢f the major candidates as the next Abbot Primate? You
probably already know that, but I thought I'd mention it now lest
yvau arrive here in September and be taken by surprise., We've never
digcuseed that before, so I was wondering 1f you'd take the Job if
elected? It would be hard to give up St. John"s to take on the
Abbot Primate g work, I m sure. Nonetheless, Bant’ Angelmo is in
a genuinely critical condition now--ae you may salready have been
informed. There ig currently a desverate need for a Primate who is
committed to the gochools we administer as well as committed to the
Collegic iteelf, meaning the house and ites residents.

Morale finally hit rock bottom this year, though it began to
do go last year with the arrival of the current Economo. The
cenonical visitation this epring reported on zll this and asked
that Primate, Prior and Economo step aside. They reeisted the
vieitators but the general ingistence of the house resldents (rrefe
and studente hoth) snd later of the Commiseglon seem to have finally
convinced Victor, at least, to resign. The Prior, too, hae
announced his resignation, though the Economo remains--and it's the
Econome who i1 the main problem. He gimply cannot stay; he’s hurt
too meny peopls and aliensted most of the residente and emplovees.
In my vearg of adminigtrative work ag Bpiecopal Viear, Headmester,
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Saint John's Abbey
Collegeville, Minnesota 56321

Office of the Abbot

8 August 1992

Fr..Franclsco Schulte, 0.S.B.

Collegio di Sant' Anselmo

Plazza Cavalieri di Malta, 5

Rome, Italy

Dear Father Francisco:

ong 1 ti to ny

ofu n tt f p

nth t a m o

ere e nt es t .
learne O speak s at German, French and Italian but
my con sations 1 se ‘languages are minimal. I can
read t with rel ease.

Phone 612 363-2544
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7 August 1992
Fr. Francisco Schulte, 0.S.B.

Page Two

few vears.

You are fortunate in having th nd the leisure to
write at Sant' Anselmo during er months. I can
imagine that the building is h ou must have many

hours of peace and quiet.

T wish you the Lord's blessings and peacel! See you soon.

Fraternally,

Jerome Theisen, 0.S.B.

JT/kr
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