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Turkeyfoot
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DARKE COUNTY PARKS

Park Hours
All of  the Darke County Parks are open sunrise to 
sunset. Visitors are encouraged to exit the park while 
there is still enough light to navigate the trails safely.

Park Programs
Darke County Parks naturalists lead programs 
throughout the year.  Many programs are nature-
related, such as bird hikes, wildfl ower walks, or 
programs to explore the world of  nature at night. 
Other programs may focus on the rich history of  our 
area or outdoor skills such as fi shing and camping. 
Schools, clubs and other groups are encouraged to 
contact Darke County Parks to schedule a program 
to support school curriculum or other special 
interests. Darke County Parks publishes a free 
quarterly newsletter that provides information on 
programs, clubs and other park-related information.

How to Reach Us
The Parks’ Offi ces are located in the Nature Center 
at Shawnee Prairie Preserve, 4267 State Route 502 
West at the edge of  Greenville. See the website for 
current hours of  operation.  More information about 
programs and activities is available at the Center, 
by calling 937.548.0165 or by logging on to www.
darkecountyparks.org.

Enjoy, Don’t Destroy
Help us protect Darke County Parks. Do not pick, 
collect or disturb plants, animals or artifacts of  any 
kind. Please stay on designated trails. Motor vehicles 
are restricted to roadways. Parking is in designated 
areas only. Please do not litter.  Dogs must be leashed 
at all times.

   Darke County Parks
      4267 State Route 502
      Greenville, Ohio 45331
      (937) 548-0165
      www.darkecountyparks.org

Welcome to Turkeyfoot Preserve

Named for the prairie grass, Big Bluestem 
which displays a fl ower head that resembles 
a “turkey’s foot”, this preserve includes 60 
acres of  re-established prairie and managed 
wetlands. Turkeyfoot provides a showplace 
for soil and water conservation practices 
while establishing vital habitat for native 
and migrant wildlife. The wetlands are a 
premier birding area during spring and fall 
migration,  while the prairie hosts grassland 
nesting birds of  outstanding variety.

Turkeyfoot Preserve is located southwest of  
Greenville with convenient access and parking 
off  Bishop Road. The preserve is the result of  
the Natural Resources Conservation Service 
Wetlands Reserve Program with additional 
funding through the Clean Ohio Conservation 

Fund. The goal of  these programs 
is to restore and preserve wetlands, 
fl oodplains and aquatic communities. 

The preserve was acquired by Darke 
County Park District in 2001 with 
the intent to maintain the wetlands, 
re-establish prairie and provide for 
public access and passive recreation. 

A gravel serpentine trail from the 
parking area takes the visitor north along an 
old railroad bed, a donation by Vectren Energy 
Delivery of  Ohio and Panhandle Pipeline Inc. 
The trail leads to the east edge of  the preserve 
with access trails to the prairie and wetlands. 
An observation deck at the top of  a gentle hill 
provides a panoramic view of  the Tawaskote 
Menitsa Prairie.

Hiking, prairie, wildfl ower enjoyment, and 
wildlife viewing are the major attractions of  the 
area. Bird watching is particularly popular in the 
spring and fall.  
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