
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

A Pastoral Letter from the Leadership and Mission Teams 
on the decision of the General Assembly Permanent Judicial Commission 2015-01  

regarding representation in the Synod’s Assembly and Commission 
 
 
Tuesday, May 12, 2015 
 
 
Dear Friends, 
 
For the past three years the Synod of the Northeast has engaged in a process of careful 
listening, deep reflection and hopeful imagination. In this process we became aware 
that the greatest factor keeping us from becoming the church of God’s preferred future 
are the barriers set in our traditional understanding of governance and polity.  These 
traditional understandings have in fact kept many diverse and younger voices from the 
tables of governance.  In our journey on our New Way Forward we made a passionate 
and public commitment to remove the barriers that keep the voices of those previously 
marginalized from offering their full voice and vote in our decision-making.  This 
included changing our bylaws and standing rules so that our presbyteries might send 
those who are not ordained to the offices of Teaching and Ruling Elder to our Synod 
Assembly and Synod Commission.  We did so with a near unanimous vote of our recent 
Synod Assembly and by achieving a supporting majority vote of our member 
presbyteries. We firmly believe that limiting the decision-making power to Teaching 
and Ruling Elders is a significant barrier to our established values of full inclusion of 
our young leaders and of those serving racial/ethnic, immigrant and other groups 
through gospel communities not represented in presbytery structures.  We believe that 
requiring all who vote at our governance tables be presbyters prevents members of 
these communities from offering their full gifts in shaping the future of the Church. 
 
We are therefore disappointed by the GAPJC decision, James MacKellar vs. Synod of 
the Northeast, to make null and void the language in our by-laws and standing rules 
which opens representation in a way the Synod believes Christ is calling us to be. The 
decision states, “the issue of broader representation in decision-making is significant to 
the wider church… the 221st General Assembly (2014) encouraged the Committee on the 
Office of General Assembly to continue the discussion of how to include young adults 
in all levels of the life and ministry of PC(USA), including encouraging sessions to 
affirm the call of young adults to the office of ruling elder. . . We strongly encourage the 
wider church to continue this discussion.”  The discussion of including young people 
and encouraging sessions to ordain them as well as leaders of non-traditional gospel 



 

communities serving immigrant communities is longstanding within PC(USA).   
Unfortunately, it has not resulted in significant or wide-ranging session actions that 
have brought them to the table as new presbyters.  Through the New Way Forward, the 
Synod intends to provide opportunities for these leaders to be at the table. We will 
continue to work to incorporate these voices in our work in a significant way. 
 
We believe the time to act is now.  In a time of significant transition in society and the 
Church there are new missional and pastoral opportunities and challenges that call us 
to open leadership spaces to those among us who are serve in diverse contexts with 
their gifts and talents in ways that take many shapes, forms, and ministries. Their voices 
and contributions can only bless our Synod, the PC(USA), and American Christianity in 
ways we have yet to fully see and understand.  
 
As a Synod, we will continue to seek avenues to advance the core values of all those 
who embody the great diversity of our Synod.  This will include bringing an overture 
before the 222nd General Assembly.  We invite those who believe this is God’s call in 
this time and place to stand with us and join us in this journey.  
 
 
Yours in community, 
 
 
Leadership Team    Mission Team 
Rev. Thia Reggio, Moderator  Rev. Harold Delhagen, Synod Leader 
Rev. David Ashby, Commission Chair Rev. Nancy Talbot, Stated Clerk 
Elder Warren McNeill, Moderator-elect Rev. Amaury Tañón-Santos, Synod Networker 
Elder Alan Ford, Treasurer   Ms. Paula Terrell, Synod Administrator 
 

 


