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Brooklyn residents celebrate Roberts' years of

)

service
Submitted by Anonymous on Wed, 01/28/2009 - 05:26
By: Hannah Disch
For the first time in his life, Bill Roberts is thinking about taking some time for himself. On Dec. 31, he retired from his
position as Lead Officer of the Brooklyn Police Department after 25 years of service.
Roberts was born and raised in Madison, where his father started the city's first security firm and often let a young Roberts
ride behind him on his three-wheel Harley Davidson motorcycle as he did his rounds. Later he sold his security company
and worked as Chief of Police for the town of Madison and also for a time for the Dane County Sheriff's Department.
Roberts joined the military in the early 1960s, served in Vietnam, and then returned home and went to college. In 1966 he
began working part-time for his father; in 1968 he became a police officer for the village of McFarland.
Roberts' son, Mark, is a police officer in Bradenton, Fla., making three generations working in law enforcement.
Of his decision to go into law enforcement, Roberts said, "You know, three generations of cops...I guess it's what you see
in your parents."
He credits his parents for his work ethic, too. Since joining the Fitchburg police department in 1971, Roberts has worked
two jobs. At first he worked part-time for the town of Madison and full time in Fitchburg, and then in 1983 he began working
part-time for the village of Brooklyn.
After retiring from Fitchburg in 1997, Roberts went to full-time in Brooklyn. He also began full-time work as an investigator
for a private company, Construction Business Group. He estimates that he worked 90 hours a week from 1997 until his
retirement in December without ever taking a vacation, but plans to continue working full-time for Construction Business
Group for at least a few more years.
Regarding his decision to retire from police work, Roberts said, "I'm not due for a break. I'm just at a point, you know, 65.
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My dad worked until he was 70 as chief of police. Of course that was administration... But being in a squad car, answering
calls, you have to make a decision at some point in your life, and I did, that I was just getting too old to be in a squad car.
Police work is a young person's job because of all of the stresses put on a police officer nowadays. I just felt it was time for
me to get out. It was a hard decision but I knew two years before. I gave Brooklyn two years notice.
"I've been happy with my career over these years, I really have," Roberts added. "I looked at police work not as a job but I
really put myself into it. Lots of armed robberies, lots of suicides investigated, lots of homicides investigated at Fitchburg. It
was interesting, let's put it that way. And that put fuel in the fire, I guess, to keep me going. Not everybody can be a cop. It
just takes a lot of dedication. It's a very stressful job at times. Not everybody can adjust to it, to the thought of carrying a
gun or the thought of having somebody point a gun at you. "
Contact with people, whether criminals or citizens, was what Roberts most enjoyed about his job. From the time he started
working for Brooklyn in 1983, Roberts knew he wanted to move there to be close to the community. He liked the people,
and made many friends.
"Even kids that I had to arrest in the past. ... Over the course of my career I would say 99 percent of the kids I had to arrest
for major case crime, and I'm talking large theft, burglaries, whatever. They grow up. They get married. They have kids.
Their lives change. They get responsibility, and I've seen most of those kids grow into responsible citizens and adults."
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Roberts did finally find time in December to take a vacation. He also got married to Chris, who he's been with for 17 years.
"She's been on my case to take time for myself and her for a long time now," he said. But he added, "I probably will never
retire, retire. I'll always have a job. I'll find part-time, or I'll donate time, you know. You've got to stay active in your life."
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