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Blue Moon Community Farm provides fresh produce

for local consumers
Submitted by Anonymous on Wed, 01/14/2009 - 05:35

By: Hannah Disch

Although winter seems to go on forever, the days are finally lengthening and spring is ahead. Now is the time to think about

joining a CSA farm for the 2009 season. 

For those unfamiliar with the term, CSA stands for Community Supported Agriculture. In this unique arrangement

households pay an annual fee to a local farm in exchange for a share of the season's harvest. Once harvesting begins,

members pick up their share of fresh produce regularly, typically on a weekly basis.

Blue Moon Community Farm, owned and operated by Kristen Kordet, is one such farm. Although it has been in existence

since 2004, this will be the farm's first CSA season in a new location, 3856 Schneider Dr., in the town of Dunn.

Previously the CSA was run on rented land in the town of Dunn. Now the CSA will now be located on a small farm that

Kordet recently purchased with her husband, a consultant who is quick to point out that farming is Kordet's deal.

Kordet and her husband, Scott, are currently investigating just how old the farm is. They have 10 acres of land, eight acres

of which is tillable, an old farmhouse and some original barns from what was likely a 20 cow dairy operation. 

Kordet is looking forward to getting people involved in the farm, and hopes that the community activity will give the farm a

friendly, vibrant feel.

There were no Blue Moon shares offered last year, as Kordet took a season off to prepare the new farm for the CSA.

Although some of the work, such as putting up a greenhouse, is already done, much is still in progress. The farm's old well

does not have a high enough capacity to irrigate crops, so a new well will be dug this year. The barn needs roofing and re-

siding and lacks the power to run needed equipment, such as a walk in cooler. 

"Electricity is so interesting. We're learning so much about the power companies and how they work," Kordet said. "We're
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working to upgrade all of those things and going through all of those hoops. But if we can get those big-ticket items out of

the way, the farm will really be well-equipped to deal with what I'm planning to do out there."

Kordet is excited to start running the CSA from her own land. Having the CSA pickup at her home will allow her to be more

flexible about having people coming and going, especially to take advantage of the U-pick garden. 

"The other thing is just that for myself, there have been so many times when I've been cooking dinner and been like, 'Wow,

I could use some parsley,' but the parsley is five miles away. It defeats the whole purpose of having a farm when you can't

go out to the backyard and pick things. I'm really excited about that aspect - kind of wandering the fields to pick dinner,"

Kordet said.

Owning the farmland will allow Kordet to plant expensive perennials such as raspberries, strawberries and asparagus.

She's also putting up a couple of high tunnels - green house structures with raised beds inside them. 

These are used to extend the growing season, so that the fresh vegetables can be offered from April to December rather

than from the end of May to October. 

Along with that, root storage capabilities are being added in the barn so that many fall vegetables can be stored on the farm

and distributed further into the winter than in the past. This will not only spread out the ability for Blue Moon's CSA

members to eat locally throughout the year, but also spread out Kordet's workload throughout the year. 

Blue Moon's produce has not been certified as organic, but that will change. Although Kordet has always followed organic

farming practices, she could not certify that what was being done around her rented fields was organically certifiable. 

The fields on the new farm were still in conventional crops as of 2007, so the farm is now in organic transition. In the spring

of 2010 the land will be certifiable, and the CSA crops will be certified organic. 

Now that Kordet has her own barns, the CSA will start to expand into some areas of livestock production as well. They will

continue to raise chickens out in the fields in a mobile pen as they've done in the past, but will also start laying hen

production next year. This will allow the CSA to offer an egg share option. Kordet is also raising heritage breed turkeys this

year for Thanksgiving and a few more pigs. 

Kordet explained, "At the beginning of the [last] season we decided that we really wanted to raise a pig for our wedding and

have a pig roast. Of course you think you can't just raise one pig - it'll be lonely. So we'll get two pigs. Then we thought,

once we butcher the wedding pig the other pig will get lonely. So we raised three pigs this year and they were just really

fun to have out there...So we're going to have a few pigs again next year and then who knows. Scott (Kordet's husband)

wants to have sheep. That's when I have to remind him that he's not the farmer. With the animals and things, we'll have

more opportunities for families to get involved and to get to know that farm a little bit more."

It's been eight years since Kordet, who grew up in the suburbs of Ohio, took an organic farming internship for fun one

summer, loved it, and started to think of farming as a viable career path. 

She still loves what she does and is very happy that she was able to find her own place in this area. She describes the

town of Dunn as a great township that's close to all the places she wants to be close to and the Madison area as a great

place to be running this kind of business because there's so much interest in CSAs and organic farming. 

Although the CSA is still not fully sustaining her financially, she now has the ability to build the infrastructure that will allow

her to make a living long-term.

For Blue Moon's first year in its new location, limited memberships are being offered. Shares are almost sold out. 

If you are interested in one of the few remaining shares, Kordet can be reached by phone at (608) 446-6962 or by e-mail at

bluemooncommunityfarm@yahoo.com (mailto:bluemooncommunityfarm@yahoo.com).
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