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Lopez to compete for Miss Wisconsin USA
Submitted by Anonymous on Sun, 08/09/2009 - 02:00

By: Hannah Disch

Lyndsey Lopez, one of the newest employees at Oregon's Sache Salon & Spa, will be competing this year for the title of

Miss Wisconsin USA.

Lopez grew up in DeForest, and at the age of 21, has been competing in pageants for six years. She got her start when

she saw an ad for a pageant in a newspaper and thought it sounded like fun. Since convincing her parents that this was

something she really wanted to do, Lopez has held two state and two national titles in the American Co-Ed pageant

system. She also competed in the National American Miss program.

Lopez feels that competing in pageants has greatly benefitted her. "I love being on stage, being able to present myself to

an audience," she said. "I've met a lot of amazing girls and made really good friends throughout the state and the nation.

I've grown a lot. It's given me a lot of the interview skills that I needed and enabled me to get the jobs that I've wanted. It's

improved my public speaking abilities and my overall self-confidence and poise," she explained.

This will be Lopez's second year competing in the Miss Wisconsin USA pageant. Last year she won the nonfinalist

swimwear competition. While she was trying to decide if she should apply for this year's pageant she received a phone call

from the organizers. They informed her that she came in 16th last year, just missing a spot in the final 15. 

"If I was that close last year, I have to go back and do it again," she said.

Each year between 600 and 800 women apply for the Miss Wisconsin USA pageant, and between 20 and 60 competitors

are chosen based on photo submissions and phone interviews. The pageant has three parts, each of which counts for a

third of the score: an interview competition with the pageant judges, a swimsuit competition and an evening gown

competition. The winner of the pageant wins a long list of prizes as well as the opportunity to compete for the title of Miss

USA.

Right now, Lopez's preparation for the pageant consists mainly of trying to raise money for the $900 entry fee. She likes to

go to businesses personally to ask for sponsorships, but says that it's been difficult to raise the money in this economy. 
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She has no intention of giving up though: "Some girls are involved in sports, some in gymnastics; pageants have always

been my thing."
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