
 (/)

 (http://www.weatherforyou.com/weather/wisconsin/oregon.html)

Home (/) ›

(http://connectoregonwi.com/simpleads/redirect/168)

(http://connectoregonwi.com/simpleads/redirect/6672)

Many volunteers, staff work to create outdoor

classroom
Submitted by Anonymous on Tue, 11/25/2008 - 08:24

By: Hannah Disch

In the center of Netherwood Knoll Elementary School is an area known as the arboretum. Although it's an outside space,

it's been completely surrounded by the school's walls since a mid-90s addition to the school, yet there's nothing overhead

except the sky. In the years since the addition was built, teachers, staff, parents and other volunteers have been working to

turn the arboretum into an outdoor educational space.

There are several distinct areas in the arboretum. A central court features benches where students can sit, and read or

write if so inspired. There is an area of woodland underplants, an oak savannah, and an evergreen area with a variety of

evergreens, each tree labeled by type. The space is home to 40 different flowering plants. One corner of the arboretum is

set up as a classroom, with tree stumps for seats. A butterfly garden and a turtle pond have also been added to the space.

Tom Fischer, head custodian of both Netherwood Knoll and Prairie View elementary schools, has been very involved with

the project. He explained that three first-grade teachers - Kitty Haas, Sandy O'Malley, and Pat Wilkening - had the ideas

for developing the arboretum into an educational space, and he "did the grunt work of getting it going." 

"When we came up with the idea of the turtle pond, I picked up a turtle on the side of the road," said Fischer, "made sure it

wasn't a snapping turtle and put it in the pond. It was in there all year." 

Fischer has also been instrumental in having the arboretum serve as a temporary home to a lamb, a rabbit and several

quails. He and the three teachers worked together to hatch the quails under a heat lamp in the library and then moved them

outside. Eventually the birds learned to fly over the wall and released themselves into the wild. 

Dan Rikli, Netherwood Knoll's principal, said the arboretum is a valuable educational space. "The purpose is to emphasize

the environment, teach basic environmental principles - stewardship of the environment and conservation, to teach kids

about nature - both fauna and flora, and to get kids in touch with nature in general."
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In 2001 Haas, O'Malley, and Wilkening developed a field guide to the arboretum that includes sample lessons, writing ideas

and pictures of the plants that grow there. Students are given assignments that include leaf projects and bark rubbings.

One wall is all windows so that in the winter the children can sit with binoculars and watch the birds and animals outside. 

Rikli describes the arboretum as "a work in progress." Currently the school is working towards adding an area for garden

and science experiments, a compost area and a rain barrel. They have a plan to paint one wall and use it as a chalkboard

for the kids to draw on. An aviary type area is also planned to attract more birds to the space. 

Most of the work that's been done in the arboretum has been volunteer work. Ganshert Nursery & Landscaping has done

much of the actual labor, donating thousands of dollars worth of time and material. They've landscaped, developed the

classroom area, and this fall they created a trail. 

Rikli is very appreciative of everyone who has volunteered their time, energy and resources to help create the outdoor

educational space. "The hope is that as we develop it now and put the trails in and actually make it into an outdoor

classroom that more classes will use it," he said. "We'd encourage parents and anybody else that wants to come see it, or

that wants to volunteer to help, to do that as well."

The arboretum functions as more than just an educational and play space for students. It has been used to educate

teachers from other schools around the state on how to create similar spaces in their own schools. It is home to a

sculpture that was created by students and artist Marilea Groves in 2005 as part of the school's Artist-In-Residence

program. It also contains several memorials to children who passed away while they were still students at Netherwood

Knoll. JoAnn Dachenbach, school secretary, explained, "Their parents felt a strong attachment to our school and our staff

and wanted their child to be remembered in a special way. We have a glider bench in memory of Emily Dunn, a turtle pond

in memory of Adam Yanna and a rock memorial in memory of Ann Knechtle."
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