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Oregon Skating School finds home in new sports

arena
Submitted by Anonymous on Wed, 01/07/2009 - 05:22

By: Hanna Disch

With the opening of the Oregon Community Sports Arena in October came the first session of the Oregon Skating School.

The Skating School offers classes for people of all ages and skill levels. 

The curriculum is put together in coordination with three national organizations: U.S. Figure Skating, USA Hockey, and

U.S. Speed Skating. 

The program consists of classes in basic skills for people who have no skating experience, all the way through classes in

figure skating at a competitive level. Classes in basic hockey skills and basic speed skating skills are offered as well. 

Jean Calzavara-Uhlmann is an Oregon resident and the director of the Skating School. She skated as a child, but didn't

take lessons until 1998 when her daughter was involved in figure skating. Skating became her passion. Now she's a

competitive figure skater who has skated in a number of competitions including two Adult Figure Skating Championships. 

"I'm a competitive figure skater, a coach, and a skater's mom. So that is a really broad view of what people want or what

they're experiencing," Calzavara-Uhlmann said. "I think that really brings a good mix to my customers."

In addition to competing, coaching figure skaters privately and running the school, Calzavara-Uhlmann works at many of the

skating schools in the area. 

The Skating School operates in the Oregon Community Sports Arena but is a separate entity from the arena. In many

facilities the skating school is owned either by the rink or a figure skating club, but in this case Calzavara-Uhlmann owns

the school and buys the ice time from the rink. When the arena was being built, the OSCA board asked for proposals from

potential skating directors. Calzavara-Uhlmann was selected over two other candidates. 

She oversees a staff of about 20 mostly experienced professionals. There are some teen volunteers.
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Class size depends on skill level. As the skill level goes up, the teacher-to-student ratio goes down. 

Students are divided by age level as well as by skill, Calzavara-Uhlmann said. She understands that people of different

ages learn differently, and that older children may not want to skate with younger ones. Adults require more explanation of

why they're doing what they're doing, while kids will just go and do it. 

"It's important that my staff is comfortable teaching whatever level they're in. It's important that we put the right coach or

professional with the right class," said Calzavara-Uhlmann. 

The Skating School is working to offer many different things to the community. It will be open year round and offer special

classes for spring and summer, as well as different camps in the warm weather. They're working with Oregon's Youth

Hockey program, offering classes that develop hockey skating skills, and discounting the Skating School class fee for

students enrolled in Youth Hockey. A discount is also offered for families with more than one member enrolled in classes.

There are plans to have a session for Oregon's Special Olympic athletes in 2009. They might also offer a day session to

homeschoolers to help them complete their PE requirement. Currently the school runs a program in cooperation with the

Girl Scouts Black Hawk Council that allows Brownies and Juniors to earn badges. The program consists of an hour of off-

ice education and then an hour of skating. 

The school fee includes the use of rental skates and helmets. All skaters age six and under are required to wear helmets

for safety reasons, as they have a tendency to fall backwards, Calzavara-Uhlmann said. 

The helmets were paid for with a grant from the UW Children's Hospital safety program and a donation from the State Bank

of Cross Plains. The rental skates are good quality, making it easier for students to learn the basics. 

"It becomes a better value if you have the right equipment instead of trying to do something that there's no way your

equipment will allow you to do," said Calzavara-Uhlmann. 

Seventy-five students participated in the first Skating School session, which ended in December. About 35 skaters were in

the 6-and-under group and had never skated before. There were an additional 20 students who were older and new to

skating. The fall session ended with a holiday exhibition. Instead of charging admission, the school asked attendees for a

donation of either money or food for the Oregon/Brooklyn Food Pantry. Altogether they donated $106, in addition to food

items.

Because of the advancement of the skaters in the first session and the tremendous response from the community, the

Skating School is adding an additional evening of classes for their second session. 

The winter session begins Jan. 8 and runs through March 6, with classes on Thursday evenings from 6:15 - 7:15 p.m. and

on Friday evenings from 5:30 - 6:30 p.m.
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