
 (/)

 (http://www.weatherforyou.com/weather/wisconsin/oregon.html)

Home (/) ›

(http://www.connectstoughton.com/simpleads/redirect/5910)

(http://www.connectstoughton.com/simpleads/redirect/7786)

Summer EXCEL program offers students a chance to

explore
Submitted by Anonymous on Sun, 07/11/2010 - 08:03

By: Hannah Disch

Once again the Stoughton Area School District is offering area youth a variety of summer school courses through its long-

running Summer EXCEL program.

Fred Trotter, principal at Kegonsa Elementary School, took over the Summer Excel program last year. He stated that

focusing on enrichment, not deficiencies, is “as much a philosophy as a service delivery standpoint” for the program.

“In the district, we really believe in the power of lifelong learning. At Summer EXCEL we are not bound by some of the usual

requirements and/or scheduling logistics that we are in the usual day, so we look at different ways to help the student

grow,” Trotter said.

“While we do offer reading and math for kindergarten through grade eight and some high school credit recovery classes, we

do it in a way that looks at where the child is at and how can we help them.

“We then throw in a bunch of fun classes like Backyard Games and Introduction to Sport Fencing and let the students and

their parents choose.”

On average, 850 students register for classes every summer. Some take the full schedule of three classes, and some just

take one.

All of the classes are taught by licensed teachers, most district teachers and some others who don’t usually work for the

district.

The teachers themselves suggest the classes they would like to teach. Summer EXCEL coordinators make sure there are

a variety of choices available for each grade level.

This summer’s students certainly have a wide array of classes to choose from: There are scholarly classes like Advanced

Agriculture Education, Archaeology of Wisconsin, Exploring Outer Space, Hands on Science, and Greek, Roman and
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Norse Mythology.

Musical classes focus on everything from orchestra to string ensemble to the ukulele.

Artistic students can choose from classes on beads, ceramics and even a course named Crazy Collage Montage. Other

interestingly names classes include African Adventure, Emergency 911, Puppets & Prose and Where the Wild Things Are.

Students can even sign up to Become a CEO, Become a Stockbroker and Become a Travel Agent.

“The program serves as a great opportunity for students to explore and excel in those areas that we may not typically get

to in the regular school year or we would just like to do more of,” Trotter said.

“Even though the bulk of classes run only four weeks, the staff works really hard to create an engaging environment and

puts as much care and concern into students being successful as they do during the regular year.

“It’s also a great time for students to have fun with their friends and make new ones,” he added.

Summer EXCEL classes will be held at Stoughton High School; Session I through July 1 and Session II from July 6 -16.

Questions can be directed to the Summer EXCEL office, at 877-5036.
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