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Armed with a re-engineered
debris vacuum, 8-foot-wide
sweepers and a Smart Car,
pooper-scooper Jim Coniglione
spends a lot of time scouring
New York for traces of Canada
geese.

Fortunately for him, he
doesn’t have to look too hard.

“A goose poops two pounds a
day!” explains Mr. Coniglione,
who runs his company, Scoopy
Doo, out of Long Island. “When
we’re done with a property, it
looks like a freshly vacuumed
carpet…It’s beautiful.”

As school districts, city parks
and golf courses gear up for the
imminent September migration
of several thousand more Can-
ada geese to New York City, Mr.
Coniglione is on a mission to
prove he’s the man for the
cleanup job. His years of experi-
ence as a doggie-doo picker-up-
per have helped him adapt and

perfect his process for Canada
geese, an effort that cost him
thousands of dollars and in-
volves customized, cutting-edge
contraptions.

He first goes over the prop-
erty with a motorized, spinning
broom to loosen any stubborn
chunks sticking to the grass, a
process he calls “turd tickling.”
Then, with the grass primed for
action, he uses the debris vac-
uum to comb through smaller
areas. Finally, he makes a sweep
of the land in a blue-and-silver,
$18,000 convertible Smart Car
that pulls along a pair of large,
cylindrical sweepers, each of
which rotates and hurls goose
poop into an attached hopper.
He’s used the contraption for
homeowners, school districts
and charity events.

He charges $500 an acre.
“We ride it around like a

Zamboni,” he says. “When I’m
cruising on the fields, I have
the iPod tunes cranking and the

top down.”
But the competition thinks

he’s gone too far. They insist
that the tried-and-true rake-and-
dustpan method remains the
best way to clean up after the
birds.

“A lot of these companies try

to come up with all this crazy
nonsense of gadgets,” says Mike
Micheline, founder and owner of
Poop B Gone, one of Mr. Conigli-
one’s main Long Island rivals.

“The bottom line is that the
old bucket and scooper is the
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Greater NewYork

The number of New Yorkers
buying flood insurance has shot
up in the past decade, driven by
changing flood maps, cautious
banks and a series of high-pro-
file storms that have homeown-
ers worried.

The surge in New York—rising
more than twofold in New York
City and nearly doubling in Nas-
sau and Westchester in the past
decade—far exceeds more mod-
est increases across the rest of
the country, according to the
Federal Emergency Management
Agency, which backs most flood-
insurance policies.

Nationally, the number of
flood-insurance policies has
risen 26.7%. In the middle of the
past decade, New York experi-
enced a series of storms and
floods at the same time that
devastating Gulf of Mexico hurri-
canes such as Katrina and Rita
were dominating headlines, lead-
ing to more flood-insurance poli-
cies, insurance agents said.

“Katrina did a lot of it,” said
Rino Pietanza, who sells insur-
ance at Summit Coverages Ltd.
in Brooklyn. “In the last few
years, there are more dramatic
weather events that have been
occurring.”

Insurance agents said a wide-
spread perception that the
weather is becoming more ex-
treme is part of what’s driving
the surge. Mr. Pietanza said his
agency now heavily promotes
flood insurance after storms, in-
cluding the record rains that fell
on the region earlier this month.

Those storms caused the
city’s sewer system to overload,
flooding streets and basements
in Staten Island and Queens with
a mix of water and sewage.

Forecasters say it’s not clear
what effects climate change
could have on New York and
whether it would cause more
floods. But big storms with
heavy media coverage have an
effect on perception, said An-
thony Barnston, the chief fore-
caster at the International Re-
search Institute for Climate and
Society at Columbia University.

“Single extreme events have
played a psychological role,” Mr.
Barnston said.

The trend may continue this
year, as meteorologists are also
predicting a more active than
normal Atlantic hurricane sea-
son, which runs through the end
of November.

Residents who purchase or re-
finance homes located in FEMA-
drawn maps of flood-prone areas
are generally required by law to
buy flood insurance. Between
2007 and 2009, FEMA redrew
the maps in and around New
York, in many instances widen-
ing the area where insurance
was required and helping to fuel
the surge in policies.

The insurance premiums cost
anywhere from a few hundred
dollars a year for those not in
flood-prone areas to more than
$2,000 a year for waterfront
property.

But agents said many more
people with homes outside of
federally designated flood areas
are purchasing insurance, just to
be safe. In 2010, there were
37,780 federally backed flood-in-
surance policies in New York
City, up from 14,356 in 2001. In
Nassau and Westchester, the
number rose 88%, to 50,828.

Frank Rossi, a 64-year-old re-
tiree, carries flood insurance,
even though he lives on a high
point in Huntington, Long Is-
land, far from the Long Island
Sound. His home hasn’t been
flooded in the 23 years he’s
owned the house.

He bought flood insurance
anyway five years ago, just in
case. His decision was motivated
in large part by cost. Because he
isn’t in a flood zone, his pre-
mium is a few hundred dollars.

“You never know what’s going
PleaseturntopageA16

BY ANDREW GROSSMAN

Flood Fears
Drive More
To Insurance

Source: National Flood Insurance Program

Opening the Gates
Flood-insurance policies nearly doubled over the past decade in New
York City and its neighboring counties.
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The new developers of a mas-
sive New Jersey amusement and
retail project say they are look-
ing for tax breaks and other pub-
lic assistance worth hundreds of
millions of dollars.

The stalled $3.8 billion proj-
ect—formerly known as Xanadu
and since renamed American
Dream at Meadowlands—has be-
deviled two previous teams of
developers over eight years. The
partially constructed project
currently stands stalled.

Now, its new developers, Can-
ada-based Triple Five, are look-
ing to restart it with the help of
three forms of tax-free financing
that could raise as much as $800
million, the developers say. The

financing deals would rely on
bond sales tied to future reve-
nues at the development.

Triple Five—which built the
Mall of America in Minnesota—
says it would use the funds to
significantly enlarge the already
huge project and make it a major
tourist destination, complete
with an indoor water park and
an indoor ski slope.

The efforts at public financing
come as the developer is casting
a wide net to raise about $1.9
billion for the project, an ambi-
tious goal at a time when banks
are wary of lending for large
real-estate developments.

“That’s our goal—to get this
to a point where it is finance-
able,” said Kurt Hagen, a senior
vice president at Triple Five, in

an interview. “Two billion dol-
lars without any public subsidy
or public involvement is not fi-
nanceable.”

It is the latest costly chapter
for a long saga that goes back to
2003, when Mills Corp. first
started the ambitious project.
Two previous developers hit fi-
nancial woes and were unable to
complete the project despite in-
vesting almost $2 billion.

The potential deals are still in
preliminary stages and would re-
quire multiple approvals from
state and local governments.

The developer says it is con-
sidering a deal with the town of
East Rutherford and other enti-
ties to raise between $200 mil-
lion and $300 million from
bonds by pledging to investors

some payments that act as the
project’s future property-tax bill.

Triple Five says it is also
looking to raise between $150
million and $300 million in tax-
free bonds tied to the revenues
from the project’s 8,000 parking
spaces.

That financing would come on
top of a New Jersey program
that Triple Five says it hopes
will yield an additional $125 mil-
lion to $200 million in bonds.
The state program would refund
to the developer future sales tax
and other revenues from the
project. The administration of
Gov. Chris Christie has pushed
the program as a means to re-
start the project.

Mr. Hagen said no final deci-
PleaseturntopageA19
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Mall Seeks Public Aid
Massive New Jersey Development Explores Finding $800 Million in Financing

Changing flood maps,
a nudge from banks and
a series of high-profile
storms has led the surge.

See Sports for more New York
game listings

For more than a decade, three
generations of the Marte family
lived together in the cramped
basement of a white-brick apart-
ment in Washington Heights and
became fixtures in the close-
knit, primarily Spanish-speaking
neighborhood.

Neighbors on Sunday huddled
around the 171st Street apart-
ment to mourn the sudden loss
of three generations of women
in the family. Angela Marte, 46
years old, her daughter, Rosanny,
22, and the girl’s grandmother,
Rosa, 71, were killed Saturday
when the sport-utility vehicle
carrying them home from a Dis-
ney World vacation crashed on
Interstate 95 in North Carolina,
authorities said.

“Everybody in the community
loved them,” said neighbor Eliz-
abeth Castellano.

Neighbors said it was the first
time the family, which usually
spent its summer vacations vis-
iting relatives in the Dominican
Republic, took its three children,
ages 10, 12 and 22, to Disney
World. A teenage nephew also
came along.

On Saturday, for the 20-hour
ride from Orlando, Fla., back to
New York City, eight members of
the Marte family had crammed
into a Ford Expedition. Shortly
after 4 p.m. about 40 miles east
of Raleigh, N.C., Rosanny Marte
was driving the car north on In-
terstate 95 at about 70 mph and
lost control of the vehicle, the
North Carolina State Highway
Patrol said. The car flipped over
and crashed, landing on its roof.

Angela Marte and Rosa Marte,
who weren’t wearing seat belts,
were thrown from the SUV, state
troopers said. It’s unclear
whether others were wearing
seat belts. Five other family
members—Reyes Marte, 43, his
75-year-old father and the three
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Crash
Claims
3 Lives

Scoopy Doo’s tricked-out debris vacuum picks up goose droppings.
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The light and airy two-bed-
room Greenwich Village apart-
ment rents for the bargain
price of $2,000 a month. But
like all Manhattan real-estate
discounts, it comes with a
catch: It’s one of the last re-
maining seventh-floor walk-ups
in New York City, which were
outlawed in 1929.

The apartment’s next ten-
ant, Celia Garay, a 21-year-old
New York University student, is
excited about the low price in
one of the city’s most coveted
neighborhoods. But even the
relatively fit Ms. Garay—who
describes herself as an avid
walker but not an athlete—is
daunted by the 94-step climb
to her new home.

“The idea of carrying gro-
ceries up the stairs was kind of
horrifying,” she said. She sees
it as a daily workout. “I don’t
think it’s going to hurt.”

Fewer than 100 seven-story
and eight-story walk-ups re-
main in New York City, accord-

ing to data compiled for The
Wall Street Journal by Proper-
tyShark.com. They’re scattered
in the East Village, SoHo, the
Upper West Side and the Upper
East Side. Only 10 are outside
Manhattan, according to the
data.

New York state’s Multiple
Dwelling Law, passed in 1929,
required an elevator for build-
ings taller than six stories or
60 feet.

But anything built before
that was grandfathered in, ac-
cording to the city’s Depart-
ment of Buildings.

These seventh-floor walk-
ups have become havens for
the young or young-at-heart in
pricey neighborhoods. They of-
ten rent for 15% less than
apartments on the second or
third floors, according to bro-
kers.

While Ms. Garay will share
the $2,000 rent with a room-
mate, the average two-bed-
room in Greenwich Village
rented for $3,500 in July, ac-
cording to a report by MNS, a

real-estate company.
Her broker conceded, how-

ever, that showing a client a
seventh-floor walk-up can be
awkward.

“My feeling about it is, this
building has been here since
before you were born. If it
weren’t legal, somebody would
have figured it out before right
now,” said Britney Hatcher, a
real-estate agent at City Con-
nections Realty.

Another broker at City Con-
nections, Sara Lebow, said cli-
ents have questioned whether
the seventh-floor walk-ups she
shows them are legal.

“I don’t think they can ask
to have the tops lopped off,”
Ms. Lebow said she tells them.

Even before seventh-floor
walk-ups were outlawed in
1929, they were relatively rare
because it was difficult to build
that high.

By the time the steel frame
made taller residential con-
struction feasible in the early
20th century, elevators were
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AWalk-Up Bargain
Celia Garay climbs the 94 stairs to her new seventh-floor walk-up in Greenwich Village.
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! THE BRONX
Woman Caught in Crossfire
Is Killed, Man Wounded

A 24-year-old Bronx woman
was shot and killed Sunday
morning after being caught in a
crossfire of gunshots two blocks
from her home, police said.

Yaritza Pacheco was walking
along East 174th Street near
Southern Boulevard in the
Fairmont section of the Bronx
when gunshots were fired just
before 4 a.m. Police arrived to find
Ms. Pacheco with a gunshot
wound to the neck. She was
transported to St. Barnabas
Hospital, where she was
pronounced dead. A 23-year-old
man, who hasn’t been named, was
found nearby with a gunshot
wound to the leg, and also was
taken to St. Barnabas, where he is
in stable condition.

No one has been arrested, and
police are investigating.

Pervaiz Shallwani

! LINWOOD, N.J.
Four High-School Players
Killed in SUV Crash

A New Jersey high school and
its community were grappling
Sunday with a hard reality: Four
players on their local football team
were dead and four others were
injured in an SUV crash on the
way to a team meal.

The driver, 17-year-old Case
Brenner of Northfield, apparently
lost control of the vehicle late
Saturday morning as it went
around a crest on the Garden
State Parkway and came upon
heavy traffic, said Sgt. Julian
Castellanos, a state police
spokesman.

The SUV overturned several
times, ejecting two passengers,
one of whom was struck by a
passing car, Mr. Castellanos said.

All eight teenagers played for
the Mainland Regional High School
football team in Linwood. They
ranged in age from 15 to 17.

Mr. Brenner was killed, as were
Dean Khoury of Linwood, 15; and
two 16-year-olds, Edgar Bozzi of
Somers Point and Nicholas Conner
of Northfield.

The injured included two
Linwood residents, 17-year-old
Jacob Smith and 15-year-old
Kenneth Randall, and two 16-year-
old Northfield residents, Kyle
Beattie and Alex Denafo.

State police continued to
investigate and hadn’t released
details on how fast the SUV was
moving before the crash or
whether the occupants were
wearing seat belts.

Under New Jersey state law,
drivers under 18 generally aren’t
allowed to carry more than one
passenger unless a parent or
guardian is in the vehicle.

Mr. Brenner was driving his
teammates to meet other players
at the Old Country Buffet in Mays
Landing, one of several places
players often go to eat.

Associated PressMARKING 9/11: Motorcyclists arrive at Ground Zero on Sunday as part of ‘America’s Motorcycle Ride.’
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The family of a 27-year-old
mother who was killed in an al-
leged murder plot by her hus-
band said they pleaded with her
to leave the abusive relationship
and even “brought her back
home after a few incidents,” but
each time she returned.

In statement posted Sunday
afternoon on the Facebook page
“Justice for Nazish Noorani,” her
brother Kaleem Noorani said his
family was well aware of the
abuse, but couldn’t convince her
to leave her husband, Kashif Par-
vaiz. Ms. Noorani was killed
Tuesday night while walking in a
New Jersey suburb with Mr. Par-
vaiz. “We advised her many
times to leave him, but she re-
fused,” Mr. Noorani said in the
statement. “We also brought her
back home after a few incidents,
but in the end, she would always
return—as most women in these
types of situations do.”

Mr. Parvaiz, 26, and Antoi-
nette Stephen, a 26-year-old
Massachusetts woman with
whom prosecutors said he had a
“relationship,” were charged Fri-
day in Ms. Noorani’s murder.
Prosecutors said in court docu-
ments that a series of text mes-
sages show the two plotted the
murder of Ms. Noorani as she
and Mr. Parvaiz walked to their
SUV from a Ramadan celebration
in Boonton.

Prosecutors allege that Mr.
Parvaiz instructed Ms. Stephen
to make sure he only suffered
superficial wounds. The couple’s
3-year-old boy, who was with

them, wasn’t injured.
The Noorani family statement

came as relatives on both sides
spent the weekend jockeying for
custody of the couple’s two chil-
dren, who have been in the cus-
tody of Mr. Parvaiz’s family in
Brooklyn since the shooting. Ms.
Noorani’s family said the two
families are no longer talking to
each other, and no legal steps
have been taken to determine
who should have custody. At Mr.
Parvaiz’s family home in Brook-
lyn, relatives said they had no
comment.

A relative familiar with the
Noorani family statement said
the abuse had been taking place
“pretty often, more than it
should” during the couple’s six-
year marriage. On several occa-
sions Mr. Noorani went to his
sister’s home, forced her to pack
her belongings and drove her
back to Boonton.

One such occasion was after a
July text message in which Ms.
Noorani said she feared for her
life. According to court docu-
ments, Ms. Noorani texted: “I
dont no wht to do…Cant talk to
him cuz he abuse me than…He
dosent wanna live with me…I
dont no kids get scared of him
sometimes…I m so tired of
this…I dont no i m
scared…someday u will find me
dead but its cuz of kashi…he
wants to kill me.” After receiving
the text, the family member said,
Mr. Noorani drove to Boston and
brought her back to Boonton,
but she soon returned.

—Jessica Firger
contributed to this article.

BY PERVAIZ SHALLWANI

Victim’s Relatives
Tried to Intervene

CITY NEWS

children—were taken to the Pitt
County Memorial hospital with
non-life-threatening injuries.
Reyes Marte was released Sun-
day but his father remains at the
hospital in fair condition, the
hospital said.

The nurse on duty declined to
comment on the condition of the
children. Reyes Marte didn’t re-
turn requests for comment.

The family was well-known in
the neighborhood, residents
said, and neighbors described
them as being very close. Reyes
Marte was the superintendent of
a number of apartment build-
ings, including the one where
the family lived.

They were devout worship-
pers at a Kingdom Hall of Jeho-
vah’s Witnesses church on 161st
Street, church members said.
Angela Marte worked as a nurse
at a nearby pediatrics clinic.

Church members said the
family was to take part in a
study group Sunday led by Reyes

ContinuedfrompageA15 Marte’s father. The family regu-
larly attended a 9:30 a.m. Span-
ish-speaking service on Sundays
at the 500-member church.

News of the car accident and
the deaths of the Marte women
reverberated around the neigh-
borhood on Sunday.

Friends and neighbors came
to the apartment trying to learn
more information about the
deaths and to console one an-
other. Many sat on the apart-
ment’s stoop crying and talking
for hours.

“We used to pick up our kids
at the bus stop together and talk
about our families and the
neighborhood,” said Ms. Castel-
lano, whose son went to school
in the same building as Angela
Marte’s 12-year-old daughter.
“They are a very religious, a
very good, kind family.”

Rafael Espaillat cried outside
the apartment Sunday. “I had to
pinch myself when I heard the
news, I thought I was having a
nightmare,” he said.

Crash Devastates a Family
An official at the scene of the crash on Saturday in North Carolina.
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also becoming more common,
said James Sanders, an architect
and author of “Celluloid Sky-
line,” a history of New York City
and the movies.

Before elevators made pent-
houses the most desirable spot
in the building, the top floors
were generally reserved for new-
lyweds or those too poor to af-
ford a lower floor.

“In tenements, the cost of the
apartments went down as the
apartments got higher, which is
completely the opposite of what
happened with elevator build-
ings,” Mr. Sanders said.

Then, as now, living on the
top floor was a rite of passage,
he said.

“In tenements, the views were
pretty much the same and none
of them were good,” he added.

Brokers say those who rent or
buy seventh-floor walk-ups tend
to be a special breed, from the
founder of a healthy-juice com-
pany to former Olympic swim-
mers.

Those who decide to remain

ContinuedfrompageA15 on the seventh floor past their
lithesome 20s have developed
ways of coping.

There are tricks, they say,
such as getting laundry deliv-

ered, tipping delivery people
well or meeting them halfway,
and double-checking you have
your cellphone and wallet before
you descend.

Ms. Garay doesn’t plan to hire
movers, but said she’ll get some
flimsy furniture and perhaps
help from friends.

Ken Micallef, a 54-year-old
music critic who has lived in a
seven-story walk-up building for
more than 20 years, thought his
building was unique.

“I didn’t know there was
more than one. I thought I was

the only one,” said Mr. Micallef,
speaking to a reporter through
his intercom. He agreed to come
down but mostly because he was
on the way out for dinner any-
way.

Mr. Micallef, sporting Nike
running shoes and a California
Surfing Club T-shirt, has lived in
the seven-story building on Mac-
Dougal Street for 20 years.

He started out on the ground-
floor and worked his way to the
top, where for the first time he
had some peace and quiet and a
view, back then, of the World
Trade Center.

“The air is fresher,” he said of
the top floor.

One neighbor, Phoebe Reed,
made the climb even when she
was nine months pregnant.

Now that the baby is born,
she said, “I hope the more
weight he gains, the more
weight I’ll lose.”

Even though the Manhattan
apartment-rental market is the
hottest it’s been in two years,
brokers say seventh-floor walk-
ups usually sit on the market a

little longer and rent at a slight
discount.

Most say they warn about the
climb prominently in their list-
ings. Otherwise, the phone
would ring off the hook at the
sight of, say, a two-bedroom un-
der $2,000 in the Village. It also
limits the number of trips they
have to make themselves to
show the apartment.

Ms. Hatcher, the broker for
Ms. Garay, said she tells buyers
that if they’re renting an apart-
ment in New York City, they’ll
have to compromise somewhere.

“If you’re choosing an apart-
ment, it’s always a trade-off,”
she said.

In exchange for good sunlight
or a good price, “you have to be
willing to make the hike every
day.”

Walking Up the Stairway to Seven

thing that does it. You have to
have the tools that you know are
going to work—it’s just that sim-
ple,” Mr. Micheline says.

Ron Vecchio, who runs a Long
Island cleanup business called
Minesweepers, agrees that a
sweep-through with the old-
school shovel and long-handled
dustpan is indispensable, even
though his company uses back-
pack blowers to try to get the
job done faster.

Canada geese thrive in envi-
ronments like New York City
and Long Island, which lack
natural predators, present mini-
mal hunting pressure and
abound with stable sources of
water and food at soccer fields,
public parks and lawns. In the
wintertime, their local popula-
tion swells to about 50,000
given the influx of birds that
migrate in from Canada and
other parts of New England, ex-
plains U.S. Department of Agri-
culture biologist and Canada
goose expert Allen Gosser.

Mr. Gosser helps oversee a
“capture and removal” program
every summer to manage the
geese population around New
York City airports, given the ma-

ContinuedfrompageA15 jor damage a goose-plane colli-
sion can cause. In 2009, a US
Airways flight crash-landed on
the Hudson River minutes after
takeoff due to a collision with a
flock of geese that disabled two
of the plane’s engines.

This summer, fewer than
1,600 Canada geese were re-
moved from park areas within
seven miles of La Guardia and
JFK airports, he says.

Strategies to deal with the
poop-prolific birds range from
the firing of pyrotechnics and
propane cannons to scare the
geese to spraying affected areas
with a mixture of grape-seed ex-
tract and hot peppers, which
stings the animals’ bills when
they try to feed on the grass.

But as many homeowners
with giant, lush lawns have
found, nothing seems to work
long term. Long Island resident
Sharlene Frankel moved onto her
two-acre, Hewlett Harbor prop-
erty more than a decade ago,
and the geese have been haunt-
ing her every year since.

“It’s like a sea of doo-doo. I
don’t know what to tell you. It’s
a mess, it’s like you can’t walk,”
she says. “A lot of large yards,
parks where the kids play soccer,

the schools—it’s a real nui-
sance...and no matter how much
you chase them, they come
back.”

Ms. Frankel and her husband
have tried everything—from hir-
ing border collies to chase the
geese away to spreading Jell-O
over the lawn to deter them
from landing—to little lasting ef-
fect. After hiring Mr. Coniglione
for the first time in May, she

now swears by his service as “an
expense, but a necessary one” if
she ever plans on seeing her
lawn in its original, green state.

Others too have adopted
novel, high-tech approaches to
deal with the perennial Canada
geese problem.

Tom Baczyski, founder of On-
tario-based Nature Calls Pet Ser-
vice, broke into the Canada
goose cleanup market in June,
when he received a shipment he
had long been waiting for: an
$8,000 custom-built tractor that
weighs 500 pounds and holds up
to 600 liters of poop.

It’s basically the Smart Car
contraption on steroids: In less
than an hour, he can cover up to
three acres of land thanks to the
tractor’s rapidly spinning
brushes measuring four feet in
diameter. Mr. Baczyski says he
hopes to expand and franchise
his business—along with the
patented tractor technology—to
New York.

But for now, it seems that Mr.
Coniglione holds the title for
most innovative New York
pooper-scooper, a distinction he
owes entirely to the Canada
goose. “I love that bird,” he
says. “It’s my favorite.”

Down and Dirty: Cleaning After Geese

INDEPENDENCE WAY: Participants in the 31st India Day Parade made their way down Madison Avenue on Sunday.
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Scoopy Doo cleanup company
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Down and Dirty: Cleaning After Geese 
 
BY PATRICK G. LEE 
 
August 22, 2011 
 
Armed with a re-engineered debris vacuum, 8-foot-wide sweepers and a Smart Car, pooper-
scooper Jim Coniglione spends a lot of time scouring New York for traces of Canada geese. 
 
Fortunately for him, he doesn't have to look too hard. 
 
"A goose poops two pounds a day!" explains Mr. Coniglione, who runs his company, 
Scoopy Doo, out of Long Island. "When we're done with a property, it looks like a freshly 
vacuumed carpet…It's beautiful." 
 
As school districts, city parks and golf courses gear up for the imminent September 
migration of several thousand more Canada geese to New York City, Mr. Coniglione is on a 
mission to prove he's the man for the cleanup job. His years of experience as a doggie-doo 
picker-upper have helped him adapt and perfect his process for Canada geese, an effort that 
cost him thousands of dollars and involves customized, cutting-edge contraptions. 
 
He first goes over the property with a motorized, spinning broom to loosen any stubborn 
chunks sticking to the grass, a process he calls "turd tickling." Then, with the grass primed 
for action, he uses the debris vacuum to comb through smaller areas. Finally, he makes a 
sweep of the land in a blue-and-silver, $18,000 convertible Smart Car that pulls along a pair 
of large, cylindrical sweepers, each of which rotates and hurls goose poop into an attached 
hopper. He's used the contraption for homeowners, school districts and charity events. 
 
He charges $500 an acre. 
 
"We ride it around like a Zamboni," he says. "When I'm cruising on the fields, I have the 
iPod tunes cranking and the top down." 
 
But the competition thinks he's gone too far. They insist that the tried-and-true rake-and-
dustpan method remains the best way to clean up after the birds. 
 
"A lot of these companies try to come up with all this crazy nonsense of gadgets," says Mike 
Micheline, founder and owner of Poop B Gone, one of Mr. Coniglione's main Long Island 
rivals.  
 
"The bottom line is that the old bucket and scooper is the thing that does it. You have to 
have the tools that you know are going to work—it's just that simple," Mr. Micheline says. 
 
Ron Vecchio, who runs a Long Island cleanup business called Minesweepers, agrees that a 
sweep-through with the old-school shovel and long-handled dustpan is indispensable, even 
though his company uses backpack blowers to try to get the job done faster. 
 



Canada geese thrive in environments like New York City and Long Island, which lack 
natural predators, present minimal hunting pressure and abound with stable sources of water 
and food at soccer fields, public parks and lawns. In the wintertime, their local population 
swells to about 50,000 given the influx of birds that migrate in from Canada and other parts 
of New England, explains U.S. Department of Agriculture biologist and Canada goose 
expert Allen Gosser. 
 
Mr. Gosser helps oversee a "capture and removal" program every summer to manage the 
geese population around New York City airports, given the major damage a goose-plane 
collision can cause. In 2009, a US Airways flight crash-landed on the Hudson River minutes 
after takeoff due to a collision with a flock of geese that disabled two of the plane's engines. 
 
This summer, fewer than 1,600 Canada geese were removed from park areas within seven 
miles of La Guardia and JFK airports, he says. 
 
Strategies to deal with the poop-prolific birds range from the firing of pyrotechnics and 
propane cannons to scare the geese to spraying affected areas with a mixture of grape-seed 
extract and hot peppers, which stings the animals' bills when they try to feed on the grass. 
 
But as many homeowners with giant, lush lawns have found, nothing seems to work long 
term. Long Island resident Sharlene Frankel moved onto her two-acre, Hewlett Harbor 
property more than a decade ago, and the geese have been haunting her every year since. 
 
"It's like a sea of doo-doo. I don't know what to tell you. It's a mess, it's like you can't walk," 
she says. "A lot of large yards, parks where the kids play soccer, the schools—it's a real 
nuisance...and no matter how much you chase them, they come back." 
 
Ms. Frankel and her husband have tried everything—from hiring border collies to chase the 
geese away to spreading Jell-O over the lawn to deter them from landing—to little lasting 
effect. After hiring Mr. Coniglione for the first time in May, she now swears by his service 
as "an expense, but a necessary one" if she ever plans on seeing her lawn in its original, 
green state. 
 
Others too have adopted novel, high-tech approaches to deal with the perennial Canada 
geese problem. 
 
Tom Baczyski, founder of Ontario-based Nature Calls Pet Service, broke into the Canada 
goose cleanup market in June, when he received a shipment he had long been waiting for: an 
$8,000 custom-built tractor that weighs 500 pounds and holds up to 600 liters of poop. 
 
It's basically the Smart Car contraption on steroids: In less than an hour, he can cover up to 
three acres of land thanks to the tractor's rapidly spinning brushes measuring four feet in 
diameter. Mr. Baczyski says he hopes to expand and franchise his business—along with the 
patented tractor technology—to New York. 
 
But for now, it seems that Mr. Coniglione holds the title for most innovative New York 
pooper-scooper, a distinction he owes entirely to the Canada goose. "I love that bird," he 
says. "It's my favorite." 


