
Sometimes
the leaves 
are notched.

They are never 
serrated. This is 
not poison ivy.

Sometimes 
they are 
rounded.

IDENTIFYING POISON IVY

HOW DO YOU GET IT?

IF YOU TOUCH IT

GETTING RID OF IT

Leaves of three: It almost always has clusters of 
three leaves, as seen here. But it’s not the only 
plant like that, so look for other characteristics.

Oil secreted by the plant causes 
an allergic reaction leading to 
itchy rashes of varying severity.
Direct contact: Touching any 
part of the plant with bare skin 
including leaves, stems, and roots.
Indirect contact: Don’t touch anything 
that came in contact with the plants, 
like clothing or pets.

SOURCES: University of Massachusetts; Jon Sachs, poison-ivy.org
DAVID SCHUTZ / GLOBE STAFF

Remove oils: Within an hour, rinse with lots of cold 
water. Do not use hot water initially. Try wiping 
exposed areas with alcohol.
Treatment: Rashes last up to three weeks. Anti-itch 
creams are available over the counter. See a doctor 
for severe rashes. 

Spray leaves with a strong herbicide or 
carefully cut the stem at the ground. 
Never yank the plant out by its roots, 
never use a weed whacker, and never 
burn it — the smoke is toxic.

Shiny or not? It is a 
misconception that 
poison ivy leaves are 
always shiny. They 
are often dull.

End of the season: 
The leaves will turn red or 
orange in the fall, but 
remain poisonous even after 
falling from the plant.

Size: The leaf sizes vary, but at maturity are 
between 2 and 4 inches long. The middle leaf 
tends to be larger than the other two.

By Patrick G. Lee
GLOBE CORRESPONDENT

A
n unusually moist spring and a hot summer
have conspired to produce a particularly abun-
dant crop of poison ivy this year, leaving more
Massachusetts residents than usual scratching
their skin raw.

Scientists believe the plant might also be gaining in
potency because, especially in cities, it is thriving on increas-
ing carbon dioxide levels, partly the result of burning fossil
fuels and cutting down forests. 

Landscapers in the region have reported an increase in
house calls about poison ivy, whose clear, liquid oil causes
telltale streaks of red skin, rashes, and blisters. 

‘‘It’s everywhere. It’s out in force,’’ said William Bartlett of
Bethlehem, Conn., who has removed poison ivy for more
than 30 years around Connecticut and Western Massachu-
setts. ‘‘I usually don’t get busy until the beginning of June. I
was busy since the 10th of April this year.’’

The exact number of poison ivy cases is hard to track,
because many people use over-the-counter creams and
sprays to quell the scratching without ever making a trip to
the doctor. But sales of ointments commonly used to treat

Many afflicted
by potent poison ivy

Watch out,
it’s everywhere
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Patriots top Saints
in preseason debut

Same-sex marriages can
resume in California next
Wednesday unless a federal
appeals court intervenes, the
district judge who struck down
the ban ruled. A2.

WikiLeaks said it was prepar-
ing to release the rest of its
trove of secret Afghan war
documents, drawing a Penta-
gon warning that lives would be
put at risk. A3.

The Senate approved a $600
million plan to beef up securi-
ty at the Mexican border and
sent the bill to President Oba-
ma, who will sign it today. A12.

State regulators fined former
gubernatorial candidate
Christy Mihos a record
$70,000 for using personal and
corporate accounts to pay
campaign expenses. B1.

Massachusetts retailers are
promoting heavily and hoping
for a surge this weekend, when
the state will suspend its 6.25
percent sales tax. B5.

Pakistan appealed for food,
medicine, and tents for the
millions of people driven from
their homes by floods. A4.

The summer’s heat, fire, and
flood emergencies fit the
pattern of troubling climate
change, the World Meteorologi-
cal Organization said. A18.

Federal Aviation Administra-
tion computers remain vul-
nerable to sabotage despite
upgrades, and no timetable
exists to finish improvements, a
government review found. A14.

Mayor Thomas M. Menino
was knighted by the Italian
government, an honor pro-
posed by the consul general of
Italy in Boston. B1.

In the news

‘‘For the most part, liberals
are criticizing our
president out of tough
love. We dearly want him
to succeed. For if he fails,
we fail.’’ Opinion, A23.

POINT OF VIEW: 
ROBERT KUTTNER 

Features
Business B5-11
Deaths B12-14
Editorials A22
Lottery B2
Weather B15

© Globe Newspaper Co.

Classified
Cars etc. C12

Legal notices B10

g
TV/Radio, Comics,
Crossword,
Sudoku, KenKen,
Movies, Horoscope

Inside

Have a news tip? E-mail 
newstip@globe.com or call
617-929-TIPS (8477). Other
contact information, B2.

By Liz Kowalczyk
GLOBE STAFF

Four Massachusetts community hospitals
are investigating how thousands of patient
health records, some containing Social Secu-
rity numbers and sensitive medical diag-
noses, ended up in a pile at a public dump.

The unshredded records included pathol-
ogy reports with patients’ names, addresses,
and results of breast, bone, and skin cancer
tests, as well as the results of lab work follow-
ing miscarriages. 

By law, medical records and documents
containing personal identifying information
must be disposed of in a way that protects
privacy, and leaving them at a dump is prob-
ably illegal, privacy lawyers and hospital offi-
cials said. Violators face steep fines.

A Globe photographer discovered the
records July 26 when he was dumping his
trash at the Georgetown Transfer Station.
When he got out of his car, he said, he saw a 

RECORDS, Page A17

Patients’ 
files left 
at public 
dump
4 Mass. hospitals
investigating

By Robert Weisman
GLOBE STAFF

Financially struggling Cambridge Health
Alliance — which runs Cambridge Hospital,
Somerville Hospital, and Whidden Memorial
Hospital in Everett — is seeking a buyer or an
affiliation with another Boston area health
care provider.

Cambridge Health Alliance, whose ‘‘safety
net’’ hospitals serve a large population of
Medicaid patients and low-income immi-
grants, earlier this summer held preliminary
talks with several teaching hospitals and
physicians groups. In the past several weeks,
its discussions have involved the state’s two
largest hospital groups: Partners HealthCare
System Inc. and Caritas Christi 

Cambridge 
health group 
seeks buyer
or partner
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By Katie Johnston Chase
GLOBE STAFF

It’s happening in offices
across the country. Employees
leave, and their vacant cubicles
remain.

Rather than let this ‘‘empty-
desk syndrome’’ serve as a daily
reminder of laid-off colleagues

and days of bigger profits gone
by, some companies are getting
creative. They’re putting up walls
and subletting part of their space
to another firm, or moving in
with another company and shar-
ing a receptionist.

Others have found ways to
capitalize on the extra space, rip-
ping out vacant cubicles to set up
new meeting areas, or adding
new facets to their business. A
few are doing away with their of-

fices altogether.
Local property management

companies say they’ve had more
requests for smaller offices and
shared spaces over the past few
years, as businesses downsize
and try to get more for their
money.

‘‘Space is deadly when it feels
overfurnished and empty,’’ said
Steve Basque of the architecture
and design firm ADD Inc., which 

With layoffs, room for creativity
Firms find uses
for vacant spaces

YOON S. BYUN/GLOBE STAFF

Leslie Saul & Associates shares a space, divided by a wall, with
Sakae Institute, a Japanese study-abroad institute.SPACE, Page A20
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Remove oils: Within an hour, rinse with lots of cold 
water. Do not use hot water initially. Try wiping 
exposed areas with alcohol.
Treatment: Rashes last up to three weeks. Anti-itch 
creams are available over the counter. See a doctor 
for severe rashes. 

Spray leaves with a strong herbicide or 
carefully cut the stem at the ground. 
Never yank the plant out by its roots, 
never use a weed whacker, and never 
burn it — the smoke is toxic.

Shiny or not? It is a 
misconception that 
poison ivy leaves are 
always shiny. They 
are often dull.

End of the season: 
The leaves will turn red or 
orange in the fall, but 
remain poisonous even after 
falling from the plant.

Size: The leaf sizes vary, but at maturity are 
between 2 and 4 inches long. The middle leaf 
tends to be larger than the other two.

By Patrick G. Lee
GLOBE CORRESPONDENT

A
n unusually moist spring and a hot summer
have conspired to produce a particularly abun-
dant crop of poison ivy this year, leaving more
Massachusetts residents than usual scratching
their skin raw.

Scientists believe the plant might also be gaining in
potency because, especially in cities, it is thriving on increas-
ing carbon dioxide levels, partly the result of burning fossil
fuels and cutting down forests. 

Landscapers in the region have reported an increase in
house calls about poison ivy, whose clear, liquid oil causes
telltale streaks of red skin, rashes, and blisters. 

‘‘It’s everywhere. It’s out in force,’’ said William Bartlett of
Bethlehem, Conn., who has removed poison ivy for more
than 30 years around Connecticut and Western Massachu-
setts. ‘‘I usually don’t get busy until the beginning of June. I
was busy since the 10th of April this year.’’

The exact number of poison ivy cases is hard to track,
because many people use over-the-counter creams and
sprays to quell the scratching without ever making a trip to
the doctor. But sales of ointments commonly used to treat
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Same-sex marriages can
resume in California next
Wednesday unless a federal
appeals court intervenes, the
district judge who struck down
the ban ruled. A2.

WikiLeaks said it was prepar-
ing to release the rest of its
trove of secret Afghan war
documents, drawing a Penta-
gon warning that lives would be
put at risk. A3.

The Senate approved a $600
million plan to beef up securi-
ty at the Mexican border and
sent the bill to President Oba-
ma, who will sign it today. A12.

State regulators fined former
gubernatorial candidate
Christy Mihos a record
$70,000 for using personal and
corporate accounts to pay
campaign expenses. B1.

Massachusetts retailers are
promoting heavily and hoping
for a surge this weekend, when
the state will suspend its 6.25
percent sales tax. B5.

Pakistan appealed for food,
medicine, and tents for the
millions of people driven from
their homes by floods. A4.

The summer’s heat, fire, and
flood emergencies fit the
pattern of troubling climate
change, the World Meteorologi-
cal Organization said. A18.

Federal Aviation Administra-
tion computers remain vul-
nerable to sabotage despite
upgrades, and no timetable
exists to finish improvements, a
government review found. A14.

Mayor Thomas M. Menino
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government, an honor pro-
posed by the consul general of
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Four Massachusetts community hospitals
are investigating how thousands of patient
health records, some containing Social Secu-
rity numbers and sensitive medical diag-
noses, ended up in a pile at a public dump.

The unshredded records included pathol-
ogy reports with patients’ names, addresses,
and results of breast, bone, and skin cancer
tests, as well as the results of lab work follow-
ing miscarriages. 

By law, medical records and documents
containing personal identifying information
must be disposed of in a way that protects
privacy, and leaving them at a dump is prob-
ably illegal, privacy lawyers and hospital offi-
cials said. Violators face steep fines.

A Globe photographer discovered the
records July 26 when he was dumping his
trash at the Georgetown Transfer Station.
When he got out of his car, he said, he saw a 
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By Robert Weisman
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Financially struggling Cambridge Health
Alliance — which runs Cambridge Hospital,
Somerville Hospital, and Whidden Memorial
Hospital in Everett — is seeking a buyer or an
affiliation with another Boston area health
care provider.

Cambridge Health Alliance, whose ‘‘safety
net’’ hospitals serve a large population of
Medicaid patients and low-income immi-
grants, earlier this summer held preliminary
talks with several teaching hospitals and
physicians groups. In the past several weeks,
its discussions have involved the state’s two
largest hospital groups: Partners HealthCare
System Inc. and Caritas Christi 
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By Katie Johnston Chase
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It’s happening in offices
across the country. Employees
leave, and their vacant cubicles
remain.

Rather than let this ‘‘empty-
desk syndrome’’ serve as a daily
reminder of laid-off colleagues

and days of bigger profits gone
by, some companies are getting
creative. They’re putting up walls
and subletting part of their space
to another firm, or moving in
with another company and shar-
ing a receptionist.

Others have found ways to
capitalize on the extra space, rip-
ping out vacant cubicles to set up
new meeting areas, or adding
new facets to their business. A
few are doing away with their of-

fices altogether.
Local property management

companies say they’ve had more
requests for smaller offices and
shared spaces over the past few
years, as businesses downsize
and try to get more for their
money.

‘‘Space is deadly when it feels
overfurnished and empty,’’ said
Steve Basque of the architecture
and design firm ADD Inc., which 

With layoffs, room for creativity
Firms find uses
for vacant spaces
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Leslie Saul & Associates shares a space, divided by a wall, with
Sakae Institute, a Japanese study-abroad institute.SPACE, Page A20
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ward distance between remain-
ing employees.

‘‘Everybody was kind of in
their own little world at their
desks,’’ said Burlington office di-
rector Maura Mann.

Now, with everyone closer to-
gether and more easily able to
share ideas about clients without
having to holler across the room,
there’s more energy and camara-
derie, Burlington staffers say.

In the firm’s Boston office on
State Street, chief executive Kip
Hollister let the literacy nonprof-
it Everybody Wins occupy its ex-
tra space rent free.

Architect Leslie Saul also de-
cided to share her firm’s space.
She put up a partition in the
middle of her Cambridge office
and sublet half of the 2,500-
square-foot room to a study-
abroad institute as she tried to
right her company, which lost
three-quarters of its business
and six of its nine employees
during the depths of the eco-
nomic downturn. Not only did
her rent go down by more than
half, filling up the empty space
lifted her employees’ spirits.

‘‘It was definitely demoraliz-
ing,’’ Saul said of the vacant
desks.

Business has improved since
then, but Saul plans to continue
in the cramped space. 

‘‘It looks like we’re on the up-
swing instead of the down-
swing,’’ she said.

Of course, it takes more than
just reconfiguring space to keep
up morale. 

‘‘If all that a firm has done is
to cut people and then reduce
the size of the office they’re in, or
the size of the real estate they’re
occupying, it will just reinforce
the message that this is a smaller
company,’’ said Wayne Cascio, a
business professor at the Univer-
sity of Colorado Denver who has
studied downsizing.

When Susan Packard’s for-
mer employer, the architecture
firm Cubellis Inc., folded in the
fall, she formed her own design
firm and moved into the Con-
gress Street office of the architec-
tural firm Burt Hill, which had
vacant seats after laying off
about a quarter of its staff in ear-
ly 2009.

Employees of the two compa-
nies occupy the same open space

has helped more businesses
downsize their work space in the
past two years. The firm sublet
one of its own floors after its
staff of 130 dwindled to about
90.

‘‘Doesn’t it feel like you’re go-
ing out of business if you look
around and see all these empty
work stations?’’ Basque said. 

After the staffing firm Hollis-
ter Inc. lost 20 of its 85 employ-
ees, it gave up nearly a third of
its 3,750-square-foot Burlington
office, allowing the property
owner to put up a dividing wall
to create a space for another ten-
ant. Before the change, Burling-
ton staffers said the empty desks
and unused phones not only re-
minded them of long-gone co-
workers but also created an awk-

on the sixth floor, overlooking
Fort Point Channel, with the
Packard employees tucked into
one wing. They share printers, a
receptionist, a conference room,
and kitchen. They eat lunch to-
gether at a long table and occa-
sionally even collaborate on
projects.

‘‘It’s a very good way to steer
ourselves through tough times,’’
said Steven Brittan, managing
partner at Burt Hill.

Sometimes the extra space
sparks new opportunities. After
Fran Dichner let go half of the
employees at her Beverly staffing
company R&L Associates Inc.,
she looked around at all the va-
cant gray cubicles and saw po-
tential.

Dichner decided to dismantle
the cubicles, and will put in
white boards and a round table
later this month to create a ca-
reer center for unemployed exec-
utives.

She had always wanted to
add a career counseling aspect to
her business, and suddenly she
had the space — and the poten-
tial clientele — to make it hap-
pen.

‘‘This all came about because
of the recession,’’ Dichner said.

Other companies have de-
cided to get rid of their offices al-
together. That’s the route the
Commonwealth Institute went
last summer after laying off one
employee and realizing the
$5,000-a-month rent for a 1,300-

square-foot space on High Street
was money going down the
drain.

Now, the nonprofit organiza-
tion that supports women busi-
ness leaders is paying a company
$300 a month to handle the mail
and forward calls to employee
cellphones.

‘‘I grew up in a world where
you went to an office,’’ said Com-
monwealth Institute executive
director Aileen Gorman. But
now, she says, she’s hooked on
working from home: ‘‘If funding
opened up tomorrow, I can’t
imagine that we would go back
to paying rent.’’

Johnston Chase can be reached at
johnstonchase@globe.com.

Downsizing leaves companies lots of room for creativity
º SPACE
Continued from Page A1
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Leslie Saul & Associates workers (front to back) Jim LaValley, interior designer, Renee
Mierzejewski, architect, and Leslie Saul share space with Sakae Institute, pictured below.

poison ivy exposure have in-
creased significantly, according
to spokesmen for their manufac-
turers. 

In Greater Boston, purchases
of Tecnu Extreme Medicated 
Poison Ivy Scrub, which is avail-
able in every major drugstore
chain, are 24 percent higher this
year compared with last, with
most of the increase over the past
few months.

Zanfel Poison Ivy Wash, 
another widely available option,
has seen a 40 percent increase in
its Northeast retail sales relative
to last summer. Given that there
is minimal advertising in the 
poison ivy product industry, the
large changes can be attributed
mostly to a greater need for the
treatments, said Steve Sisler, vice
president of sales at Zanfel Lab-
oratories Inc.

Dr. Richard Zane, vice chair-
man of emergency medicine at
Brigham and Women’s Hospital,
said he has seen several patients
with unusually severe allergic
reactions to poison ivy over the
past few months, and he expects
more such cases will come to the
emergency room well into the
fall. In the worst cases, patients
are treated with steroids to calm
the reaction, and some need to
be hospitalized.

Zane said one young man had
worked an entire day in hot, 
humid weather, clearing brush
from a side yard while wiping
sweat from his neck, face, abdo-
men, and chest. 

‘‘It looked like a total upper
body surface area burn with blis-
tering, like a horrible drug reac-
tion,’’ Zane said. ‘‘He had not
been exposed to this degree of
poison ivy ever before in his life.’’

Brookline Village resident
Paul Epstein suffered from a par-

ticularly nasty reaction to the
plant last year and has since 
attempted to battle the recurring
patch of poison ivy in his back-
yard, but only after donning
head-to-toe protective gear.

Epstein, the associate director
of the Center for Health and the
Global Environment at Harvard
Medical School, studies the link
between climate change and 
human ailments.

‘‘A lot of moisture, a lot of
heat, and the early arrival of
spring combined with high levels

of carbon dioxide — it’s a perfect
combination of things that create
conditions’’ conducive to the
growth of many allergenic
plants, including poison ivy, he
said. 

Lewis Ziska, a plant specialist
with the US Department of Agri-
culture, helped conduct a six-
year study of the impact of car-
bon dioxide levels on poison ivy
in a North Carolina forest.

The results, published in
2006, indicated that higher con-
centrations of carbon dioxide
accelerate the growth of all
plants, in particular opportunis-
tic weeds like poison ivy. The gas
also appears to make the plant’s
poison more powerful, the study
found. 

‘‘Urban areas are already at
the conditions we project for the
rest of the world 30 to 40 years
from now,’’ Ziska said. ‘‘The tem-
perature in an urban environ-
ment is already warmer than in a
surrounding area, and carbon 

dioxide is already higher.’’
That makes cities optimal

places to host bigger and more
poisonous infestations of the
plant, Ziska said.

He has spotted poison ivy in
Manhattan, Baltimore, Philadel-
phia, and Boston. City dwellers
who frequent parks or live by
wooded areas should watch out
for the plant’s trademark trio of
leaves, which are found on a
shrub, vine, or ground cover.

Randy Prostak, a weeds scien-
tist with the University of Massa-
chusetts Extension in Amherst,
said he advises people to be wary
of the plant, given that it is often
hard to spot and that its poison-
ous oil, if wiped on camping gear
or the fur of a family pet, can be
easily transferred to the skin and
cause an allergic reaction. About
15 percent of the population is
immune, although sensitivity to
the plant’s poison can change 
over time and usually increases
with multiple exposures.

This year, the entire North-
east had about three extra weeks
in early summer when the tem-
perature and moisture levels
were ideal for plant develop-
ment, Prostak said. ‘‘We are dra-
matically ahead of . . . what we
would normally see.’’

Dr. Jack Maypole’s right hand
fell victim to poison ivy last
month. The director of pediatrics
at the South End Community
Health Center had a rash that
lasted two weeks, during which
he also dealt with a batch of poi-
son ivy cases among his patients.

‘‘I get it every year; I’m like a
culture medium for the stuff,’’
said Maypole, a Newton resident.
‘‘It grows in parks, in yards,
along streets. It’s sort of like try-
ing to avoid air.’’ 

Patrick G. Lee can be reached at
patrick.lee@globe.com.

Poison ivy thrives in long, hot summer
º POISON IVY
Continued from Page A1

‘It’s everywhere. 
It’s out in force.’
WILLIAM BARTLETT
Landscaper who has been busy
removing poison ivy this year

GL A20 22:34 1ST RED BLUE YELLOW Black



The Boston Globe: A1 
 
Watch out, it’s everywhere 
 
BY PATRICK G. LEE, Globe Correspondent 
 
August 13, 2010 
 
An unusually moist spring and a hot summer have conspired to produce a particularly 
abundant crop of poison ivy this year, leaving more Massachusetts residents than usual 
scratching their skin raw. 

Scientists believe the plant might also be gaining in potency because, especially in cities, it 
is thriving on increasing carbon dioxide levels, partly the result of burning fossil fuels and 
cutting down forests. 

Landscapers in the region have reported an increase in house calls about poison ivy, whose 
clear, liquid oil causes telltale streaks of red skin, rashes, and blisters. 

“It’s everywhere. It’s out in force,’’ said William Bartlett of Bethlehem, Conn., who has 
removed poison ivy for more than 30 years around Connecticut and Western 
Massachusetts. “I usually don’t get busy until the beginning of June. I was busy since the 
10th of April this year.’’ 

The exact number of poison ivy cases is hard to track, because many people use over-the-
counter creams and sprays to quell the scratching without ever making a trip to the doctor. 
But sales of ointments commonly used to treat poison ivy exposure have increased 
significantly, according to spokesmen for their manufacturers. 

In Greater Boston, purchases of Tecnu Extreme Medicated Poison Ivy Scrub, which is 
available in every major drugstore chain, are 24 percent higher this year compared with 
last, with most of the increase over the past few months. 

Zanfel Poison Ivy Wash, another widely available option, has seen a 40 percent increase in 
its Northeast retail sales relative to last summer. Given that there is minimal advertising in 
the poison ivy product industry, the large changes can be attributed mostly to a greater 
need for the treatments, said Steve Sisler, vice president of sales at Zanfel Laboratories Inc. 

Dr. Richard Zane, vice chairman of emergency medicine at Brigham and Women’s 
Hospital, said he has seen several patients with unusually severe allergic reactions to 
poison ivy over the past few months, and he expects more such cases will come to the 
emergency room well into the fall. In the worst cases, patients are treated with steroids to 
calm the reaction, and some need to be hospitalized. 

Zane said one young man had worked an entire day in hot, humid weather, clearing brush 
from a side yard while wiping sweat from his neck, face, abdomen, and chest. 

“It looked like a total upper body surface area burn with blistering, like a horrible drug 
reaction,’’ Zane said. “He had not been exposed to this degree of poison ivy ever before in 
his life.’’ 



 

Brookline Village resident Paul Epstein suffered from a particularly nasty reaction to the 
plant last year and has since attempted to battle the recurring patch of poison ivy in his 
backyard, but only after donning head-to-toe protective gear. 

Epstein, the associate director of the Center for Health and the Global Environment at 
Harvard Medical School, studies the link between climate change and human ailments. 

“A lot of moisture, a lot of heat, and the early arrival of spring combined with high levels 
of carbon dioxide — it’s a perfect combination of things that create conditions’’ conducive 
to the growth of many allergenic plants, including poison ivy, he said. 

Lewis Ziska, a plant specialist with the US Department of Agriculture, helped conduct a 
six-year study of the impact of carbon dioxide levels on poison ivy in a North Carolina 
forest. 

The results, published in 2006, indicated that higher concentrations of carbon dioxide 
accelerate the growth of all plants, in particular opportunistic weeds like poison ivy. The 
gas also appears to make the plant’s poison more powerful, the study found. 

“Urban areas are already at the conditions we project for the rest of the world 30 to 40 
years from now,’’ Ziska said. “The temperature in an urban environment is already warmer 
than in a surrounding area, and carbon dioxide is already higher.’’ 

That makes cities optimal places to host bigger and more poisonous infestations of the 
plant, Ziska said. 

He has spotted poison ivy in Manhattan, Baltimore, Philadelphia, and Boston. City 
dwellers who frequent parks or live by wooded areas should watch out for the plant’s 
trademark trio of leaves, which are found on a shrub, vine, or ground cover. 

Randy Prostak, a weeds scientist with the University of Massachusetts Extension in 
Amherst, said he advises people to be wary of the plant, given that it is often hard to spot 
and that its poisonous oil, if wiped on camping gear or the fur of a family pet, can be easily 
transferred to the skin and cause an allergic reaction. About 15 percent of the population is 
immune, although sensitivity to the plant’s poison can change over time and usually 
increases with multiple exposures. 

This year, the entire Northeast had about three extra weeks in early summer when the 
temperature and moisture levels were ideal for plant development, Prostak said. “We are 
dramatically ahead of . . . what we would normally see.’’ 

Dr. Jack Maypole’s right hand fell victim to poison ivy last month. The director of 
pediatrics at the South End Community Health Center had a rash that lasted two weeks, 
during which he also dealt with a batch of poison ivy cases among his patients. 

“I get it every year; I’m like a culture medium for the stuff,’’ said Maypole, a Newton 
resident. “It grows in parks, in yards, along streets. It’s sort of like trying to avoid air.’’ 


